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Searles to Laws Rail Right-of-Way Ownership Study

Purpose of Study

The purpose of this study was to identify and document the current ownership of
the former Southern Pacific Railroad right-of-way between Searles in Kern County
and Laws in northern Inyo County.

The study area includes approximately 90 miles of the former SP standard gauge
Jawbone Branch (northern section of the Lone Pine Branch) right-of-way between
Searles and Owenyo, and another approximately 52 miles of former Carson and
Colorado (C&C) narrow gauge right-of-way between Owenyo and Laws. Figure 1
shows the rail corridor studied. The C&C was purchased by the SP in 1900, and the
SP in turn was purchased by the Union Pacific Railroad (UP) in 1996. Not covered in
the analysis is 18 miles of C&C trackage running south from Owenyo to Keeler or the
former U.S. Navy line to China Lake, which connected with the Jawbone Branch
north of Inyokern.

The C&C narrow gauge route was abandoned in 1960. The SP Jawbone Branch,
excepting about 3 miles running northwest of Searles, has been out of service since
the 1980s and subsequently abandoned. That three-mile segment and the Lone Pine
Branch running between Searles and Mojave were subjects of the recent Kern
County Rail Study.
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Methodologies

Based on WSA's recent work on the Kern County Rail Study and discussions with Inyo County staff, two
different methodologies were used to collect and create the right-of-way survey. These two methodologies
reflect a difference in resources between Kern County and Inyo County and the need to obtain data directly
from the Inyo County Assessor’s office for these areas of the study.

In Part 1, from Searles to the Inyo County Line, WSA used a similar process to that of the Kern County Rail
Study. This process included selecting all existing parcels which lie along the designated GIS rail alignments
for Kern County and extract the corresponding parcel maps (in TIFF format) from the assessor’s parcel map
database aligned with these properties. These maps were then projected in GIS and rights-of-way sketched
or identified from these images. The resulting spatial file for this task shows abandoned line property
boundaries and an attribute field for ownership, as identified in the parcel maps. Parcels with unknown
ownership which lie beneath the abandoned rail corridor are presumed to belong to UP.

In Part 2, from the Inyo County Line to Laws, WSA used existing historic railroad mapping as well as images
from the National Agricultural Imagery Program (NAIP), the USDA Farm Services Agency (via Google Earth),
and the Federal Railroad Administration to identify and map the former SP and C&C rights-of-way. Once the
abandoned rail alignment was mapped, WSA used GIS is select all parcels (and corresponding APNs) from
the County’s GIS database which appeared to occupy the SP and C&C rights-of-way’. Parcel maps were
obtained to confirm that appropriate parcels were selected along the existing rail line?. Using the APNs,
ownership information for these parcels was then obtained from the Inyo County Assessor’s office. WSA
discovered that many parcels appear to belong to the C&S and SP, with the presumed current owner being
UP.

The precision of the resulting maps and ownership data is sufficient for the purpose of this study. However,
since this effort did not include any field surveying or title searches, the resulting data are not appropriate
for legal determination of property lot boundaries or ownership.

Findings

The parcel identification and mapping effort for the abandoned rail right-of-way in Kern County revealed a
relatively clear outline of the existing corridor which was confirmed using the assessor’s parcel maps. This
alignment primarily consists of parcels designated as Union Pacific ownership or voids within the parcel
mapping which were assigned an “unknown” ownership status. The ownership of these parcels in tabular
form is shown in Attachment A by APN and the mapping of these parcels is shown in Attachment B.

The mapping effort in Inyo County revealed a wider range of ownership along the largely abandoned Carson
& Colorado line. Ownership of these parcels in tabular form is shown in Attachment C by APN and spatially
in the maps included as Attachment D. According to the Assessor’s data, ownership of these parcels is held
primarily by either the Southern Pacific (now Union Pacific) or the City of Los Angeles Department of Water

' The Inyo County parcel GIS files revealed some areas where the former right-of-way parcels can easily be identified. In other
areas, the right-of-way cannot be identified at all. In such cases, WSA noted the APN for the parcel through which WSA believed the
right-of-way once passed but did not create new shapefiles which represent these rights-of-way.

2 The precision of the resulting maps is sufficient for the purpose of this study. However, since mapping does not include any field
surveying or title searches, the maps are not appropriate for legal determination of property lot boundaries or for ownership.
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and Power. Many parcels where the abandoned alignment existed are large and do not reflect a clear
outline of the rail corridor like the Southern Pacific parcels. The historic alighment within these larger
parcels are shown in many of the parcel maps obtained from Inyo County Assessor’s office and are included
in Attachment E.
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Attachment A

Kern County Rail Right-of-Way Ownership Information
Searles to Inyo County Line

APN
Number

056-095-44
056-113-57
056-113-58
056-114-69
084-021-18
084-023-18
084-251-05
097-140-19
341-082-39
341-084-14
341-084-15
341-084-16
352-085-09
352-085-10
511-020-04

Size
(Sq. Ft)
2,541,399
220,594
409,599
1,114,480
804,600
269,206
553,847
1,659,098
528,384
2,548,267
358,377
317,333
90,911
1,016,172
1,737,650

Size
(Acres)
58.34
5.06
9.40
25.58
18.47
6.18
12.71
38.09
12.13
58.50
8.23
7.28
2.09
23.33
39.89

Designated Land Use

ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
UNDEVELOPED LAND >20AC MT/DES
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
ASSESSORS UTILITY PARCELS
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Owner

UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
SCOTT ERNEST JOHN
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
UNION PACIFIC R/R CO
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Attachment B

Kern County Rail Right-of-Way Maps
Searles to Inyo County Line
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Attachment C

Inyo County Rail Right-of-Way Ownership Information
Kern County Line to Laws

APN
Number

037-160-47
037-160-46
037-150-03
037-440-03
037-440-02
037-150-RR
037-150-RR
037-150-RR
037-150-RR
037-230-15
037-230-14
037-230-13
037-120-RR
029-190-11
021-030-03
018-230-10
037-020-01
029-100-04
022-220-07
023-110-11
023-110-14
023-110-13
023-110-12
029-180-RR
037-230-16
037-120-34
037-080-07
037-080-06
037-070-01
037-040-08
037-020-01
033-240-12
037-020-01
033-210-28
033-220-01

Size

(Sq. Ft)
1,093,238.42
549,762.08
408,515.51
4,268.09
76,890.84
407,922.32
713,794.00
80,936.23
58,692.68
1,179,307.72
594,346.14
279,754.70
1,320,268.50
560,485.13
2,348,350.94
13,449,113.22
2,148,401.57
1,882,481.77
27,668,082.69
1,977,266.14
21,689.37
26,235,066.08
45,821.25
267,102.77
350,299.31
684,424.33
809,777.82
2,307,579.35
3,668,272.23
3,781,717.26
472,882.26
9,571,056.17
437,049.22
4,944,016.16
158,970.58

Size
(Acres)

25.10
12.62
9.38
0.10
1.77
9.36
16.39
1.86
1.35
27.07
13.64
6.42
30.31
12.87
53.91
308.75
49.32
43.22
635.17
45.39
0.50
602.27
1.05
6.13
8.04
15.71
18.59
52.97
84.21
86.82
10.86
219.72
10.03
113.50
3.65

Designated Land Use

Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation

Open Space and Recreation

Rural Protection

Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation

Open Space and Recreation

Residential Reserve

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Residential Reserve

Open Space and Recreation

Rural Protection
Rural Protection
Rural Protection
Rural Protection
Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Open Space and Recreation

Rural Protection

State and Federal Lands

Rural Protection
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Owner

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
No Parcel Information

No Parcel Information

No Parcel Information

No Parcel Information
CALAMARO MICHAEL H
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
No Parcel Information
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
No Parcel Information
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
WESTERN LAND & MINING LLC
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
BEILICKE DEITER & CATHERINE
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
USA BUREAU OF LAND MGMT
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
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APN
Number

Designated Land Use

033-110-01
033-110-54
033-110-17
033-210-03
033-490-02

033-020-23
033-210-28
033-110-01
033-110-01
026-060-27
033-020-16
033-020-15
029-200-04
029-190-23
029-190-24
013-030-13
013-030-13
013-030-05
029-180-03
029-170-19
029-120-48
029-120-36
029-120-47
029-100-04
026-180-03
026180SOPAC
026-060-29
026-170-05
026-140-08
026-140-02
013-010-09
022-150-18
026-060-28
026-050-20
026-050-29
026-050-26
026-010-12
026-010-11
023-140-13

170,444.00
5,324,880.96
6,044,576.93
2,117,489.74

18,368,582.68

1,705,279.25
11,156,586.58
324,615.88
46,143.19
205,670.02
17,661,184.34
10,020,087.66
310,862.79
163,484.90
162,612.60
24,572,550.82
2,841,313.34
111,556.28
827,895.52
1,464,237.42
406,049.03
13,285.73
2,579,417.25
1,032,172.57
979,211.82
1,553,223.83
518,364.81
1,707,115.83
28,263,414.43
262,838.71
26,025,535.57
15,528,228.18
264,348.84
396,367.16
262,990.32
17,238,095.68
28,170,068.69
27,887,983.84
21,421.25

3.91
122.24
138.76

48.61
421.68

39.15
256.12
7.45
1.06
4.72
405.45
230.03
7.14
3.75
3.73
564.11
65.23
2.56
19.01
33.61
9.32
0.30
59.22
23.70
22.48
35.66
11.90
39.19
648.84
6.03
597.46
356.48
6.07
9.10
6.04
395.73
646.70
640.22
0.49

Rural Protection

State and Federal Lands
Open Space and Recreation
Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

State and Federal Lands
Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Public Service Facilities
State and Federal Lands
State and Federal Lands
Rural Protection

Open Space and Recreation
Open Space and Recreation
Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

State and Federal Lands
State and Federal Lands
State and Federal Lands
Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Rural Protection
Residential Reserve

Open Space and Recreation
Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Open Space and Recreation
General Industrial

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Wilbur h

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
USA BUREAU OF LAND MGMT
CG ROXANE WATER CO PTSP

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO

INDIAN WELLS VLY WATER DIST
NOELDNER JONATHAN L &
ANGELA

USA BUREAU OF LAND MGMT
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CALAMARO MICHAELH

USA BUREAU OF LAND MGMT
USA BUREAU OF LAND MGMT
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
STATE OF CA STATE LAND DIVN
STATE OF CA LANDS DIVN
USA BUREAU OF LAND MGMT
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
No Parcel Information
CALAMARO MICHAELH
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
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APN
Number
023-140-11
023-140-10
023-140-09
023-120-12
023-120-11
023-120-10
023-110-12
022-220-10
022-220-09
022-210-05
022-150-20
022-110-14
022-110-13
022-110-15
022-110-12
022-110-11
022-110-10
021-230-02
021-220-15
021-210-15
021-210-14
021-210-06
021-200-12
021-200-13
021-200-11
021-110-06
021-110-07
021-110-05
021-070-09
021-060-16
021-060-17
021-060-15
021-060-14
021-060-09
021-060-13
021-060-12
018-230-11
018-190-06
018-190-02
018-110-13

Size

(Sq. Ft)
24,536,698.34
11,608,722.01
882,314.32
25,480,499.67
38,018.11
13,738,054.62
27,948,448.03
27,882,578.85
27,875,675.20
20,798,256.54
26,269,034.69
24,957,851.92
201,874.75
8,716,312.89
798,595.44
33,813,424.81
487,155.75
981,253.27
1,280,865.08
11,806.89
1,149,405.83
1,111,563.72
20,039.09
2,112,717.05
278,918.51
1,521,533.96
151,732.41
443,114.42
162,889.19
20,021.96
608,012.60
277,456.60
5,174,041.69
1,744,093.00
279,122.84
24,176,638.65
1,653,218.78
22,224.27
2,335,958.12
27,770,341.45

Size
(Acres)

563.29
266.50
20.26
584.95
0.87
315.38
641.61
640.10
639.94
477.46
603.05
572.95
4.63
200.10
18.33
776.25
11.18
22.53
29.40
0.27
26.39
25.52
0.46
48.50
6.40
34.93
3.48
10.17
3.74
0.46
13.96
6.37
118.78
40.04
6.41
555.02
37.95
0.51
53.63
637.52

Designated Land Use

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection

Natural Resources
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Owner

CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
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APN Size Size
Number (Sq. Ft) (Acres) Designated Land Use Owner
018-110-10 21,772,830.96 499.84 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-100-11 27,349,336.62 627.85 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-100-01 6,864,005.37 157.58 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-100-10 17,277,498.23 396.64 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-080-13 1,743,277.35 40.02 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-080-28 11,000,895.54 252.55 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-080-28 10,937,649.64 251.09 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
018-080-21 6,912,992.60 158.70 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
016-230-10 50,024.80 1.15 Rural Protection SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
016-230-09 129,545.45 2.97 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
016-230-11 6,038,999.68 138.64 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
016-230-08 24,248,877.74 556.68 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
016-220-05 10,487,050.56 240.75 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
016-220-09 15,631,094.30 358.84 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
016-220-08 27,771,555.29 637.55 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-060-10 77,040.85 1.77 Rural Protection SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
016-210-09 19,041,859.86 437.14 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-060-11 27,974,617.66 642.21 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-060-09 27,880,787.11 640.05 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-040-12 27,751,357.64 637.08 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-040-08 27,657,687.28 634.93 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-030-10 25,983,391.40 596.50 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
013-010-10 124,869.68 2.87 Rural Protection SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
013-010-08 27,870,032.54 639.81 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-170-12 27,373,808.09 628.42 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-170-11 27,324,001.64 627.27 Agriculture CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-250-02 75,036.34 1.72  Public Service Facilities SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
010-250-03 398,635.54 9.15 Public Service Facilities COUNTY OF INYO
BISHOP MUSEUM / HISTORICAL
010-220-10 39,525.56 0.91 Public Service Facilities SOC
010-170-10 15,291,147.66 351.04 Agriculture CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-220-09 224,651.54 5.16 General Industrial STANDARD INDUSTRIAL MINERALS
010-190-05 577,936.40 13.27 General Industrial CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-180-07 70,367.60 1.62 Agriculture CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-160-04 6,123,683.36 140.58 Agriculture CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
010-220-13 49,528.04 1.14 General Industrial HERITAGE PROPANE LLC
018-090-14 27,594,039.71 633.47 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
026-060-27 312,610.95 7.18 Public Service Facilities CALAMARO MICHAEL H
026-050-18 862,882.91 19.81 Natural Resources CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
026-060-26 393,645.05 9.04 Open Space and Recreation SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
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APN
Number
033-430-10
033-510-02
033-020-25
029-170-18

022-150-19
018-220-02
018-110-12
033-110-01
033-510-06

022-150-19
022-220-08
021-220-14
018-110-11
013-040-11
013-040-10
013-040-09
013-030-12

Size
(Sq. Ft)
910,225.23
129,517.51
392,338.75
316,252.13

424,760.28
2,501,490.42
686,412.79
147,951.14
256,165.19

164,300.12
50,044.44
16,822.33

26,287,362.81

258,137.17

180,096.09

113,350.30
73,890.90

Size
(Acres)
20.90
2.97
9.01
7.26

9.75
57.43
15.76

3.40

5.88

3.77
1.15
0.39
603.47
5.93
4.13
2.60
1.70

Designated Land Use

General Industrial

General Industrial

Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Rural Protection
Rural Protection
Rural Protection
Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Rural Protection
Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Natural Resources

Rural Protection
Rural Protection
Rural Protection

Rural Protection

Wilbur

ASSEOC

A

-

™ —
™ =

h

Owner

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO

CARSON & COLORADO RAILWAY

INC

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO

CARSON & COLORADO RAILWAY

INC

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DWP
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANS CO
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Attachment D

Inyo County Rail Right-of-Way Mapping
Kern County Line to Laws — Mapping is shown from South to North
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Attachment E

Inyo County Rail Right-of-Way Parcel Maps
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