
Commemorating the  
100 Mules Walking the Los Angeles Aqueduct 

 
     Whereas, in commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Los Angeles Aqueduct, artist 
Lauren Bon, the Metabolic Studio, and mule wranglers mostly from Inyo County, took 100 
mules from the Intake in the Owens Valley to the Cascades in Los Angeles, in recognition of the 
essential labor force used in the building of the Aqueduct; and 

     Whereas, the walk commenced on October 18, 2013 traveling the length of the Aqueduct 
through Inyo, Kern, and Los Angeles counties, culminating at the Cascades on November 5, 
2013, 100 years to the day from the date William Mulholland opened the gates delivering 
Owens River watershed water to the City of Los Angeles; and 

     Whereas, this project raised awareness of the mules, water source, and the direct line 
between Inyo County and the City of Los Angeles, highlighting how their history and futures 
are intertwined; and 

     Whereas, without the reliability, strength, and endurance of the mule, the Aqueduct could 
not have been built; and  

     Whereas, the mules were all obtained in Inyo County thanks to the Eastern Sierra packing 
industry, with most of the staff, equipment, and mule gear coming from the Eastern Sierra, 
including 17 trucks hauling everything from a mobile kitchen, to mule gear, corrals, hay, 
water and supplies; and  

     Whereas without the support, vision, and determination of Lauren Bon, the Metabolic 
Studio, and Lee and Jennifer Roeser of Independence, this historic and memorable event would 
not have been possible; and  

     Whereas  on November 11, 2013, the Great American Mules marched strong and proud, so 
fittingly honoring the defenders of our freedoms, at the Veterans Parade in the City of 
Glendale, and after many photographic opportunities at Griffith Park and the L.A. State 
Historic Park, the 100 mules and their wrangler team headed home to the Owens Valley to a 
heartwarming welcome home tribute in Bishop, not only the “Mule Capital of the World” but 
the home of Bishop Mule Days Celebration, and the future home of the American Mule 
Museum. 

     Now therefore be it proclaimed the Inyo County Board of Supervisors thanks the artist 
Lauren Bon, the Metabolic Studio, and Lee and Jennifer Roeser, for raising awareness of the 
importance of the mule to the history of the Owens Valley, congratulates all those who 
embraced the true pioneer spirit, blazing new trails of understanding and possibilities,  and 
commemorates this highly creative and innovative living art exhibit:  

 

“100 Mules Walking the Los Angeles Aqueduct,”  
     
     Passed and proclaimed  this 17th day of December, 2013, by the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors. 
                                                              
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 Linda Arcularius, Chairperson Board of Supervisors  

A PROCLAMATION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF INYO, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DESIGNATION  

OF DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK 
  

WHEREAS, October 31, 2019 marks 25 years since the creation of Death Valley National Park through the signing of 
the California Desert Protection Act in 1994; and 
 

WHEREAS, Death Valley National Park is today one of the largest protected desert wilderness areas in America at 3.4 
million acres; and 
 

WHEREAS, this vast and varied desert landscape is a much treasured resource and a land of superlatives: home of the 
lowest point in the Western hemisphere and some of the hottest temperatures on Earth; and 
 

WHEREAS, Death Valley National Park’s harsh climate is but one of its many claims to fame – among them, its jaw-
dropping geological wonders, stunning scenery, colorful history, ecologically diverse flora and fauna, brilliant night 
skies, otherworldly atmosphere, and primitive character; and 
 

WHEREAS, these protected lands also boast a history rich with indigenous culture, including that of the Timbisha 
people who have inhabited and thrived in the Death Valley region for over a thousand years; and 
 

WHEREAS, the California Desert Protection Act helped bring economic prosperity to the desert communities of Death 
Valley and surrounding areas as visitation to the National Park steadily increased; and 
 

WHEREAS, Death Valley National Park welcomed a record 1.7 million visitors in 2018 who spent over $140 million in 
our region; and   
 

WHEREAS, the County of Inyo relies on recreation tourism as a leading contributor to the local economy, and 
recognizes that maintaining and protecting this precious desert as a multi-use resource is both ecologically and 
economically beneficial; and   
 

WHEREAS, the need for conservation is as important as ever, for the sake of Death Valley’s landscape, plants, and 
wildlife; for the people whose history and culture is indelibly linked to the land; and for the communities reliant upon 
tourism; and 
 

WHEREAS, Death Valley National Park – and its Park Service stewards – are an undeniable asset to Inyo County; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 25th anniversary of Death Valley as a National Park is both an opportunity for gratitude and an 
occasion worth celebrating. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, this 15th day of October 2019, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors does 
hereby commemorate the 25th anniversary of the creation of Death Valley National Park through the California Desert 
Protection Act, and encourages residents and visitors to take part in celebratory events scheduled inside and outside 
of the Park in honor of this special occasion. 
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