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  ` 
COUNTY OF INYO 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES OF MAY 27, 2020 MEETING 
 

COMMISSIONERS: 
FRANK STEWART    FIRST DISTRICT   Inyo County Planning Commission 
CAITLIN (KATE) J.  MORLEY   SECOND DISTRICT (CHAIR)  Post Office Drawer L 
TODD VOGEL    THIRD DISTRICT (VICE)  Independence, CA 93526 
SCOTT STONER    FOURTH DISTRICT                                    (760) 878-0263 
SCOTT KEMP    FIFTH DISTRICT   (760) 872-0712 FAX  
                              
                                                     
 STAFF: 
CATHREEN RICHARDS   PLANNING DIRECTOR 
GRACE CHUHLA    COUNTY COUNSEL 
STEVE KARAMITROS   SENIOR PLANNER 
RYAN STANDRIDGE   ASSISTANT PLANNER 
CLINT QUILTER    COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
MIKE ERRANTE    PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
The Inyo County Planning Commission met in regular session on Wednesday, May 27, 2020, using Zoom for our meeting.  Commissioner 
Morely opened the meeting at10:03 a.m. 
These minutes are to be considered for approval by the Planning Commission at their next scheduled meeting.  

 
ITEM 1: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All recited the Pledge of Allegiance at 10:03 a.m.  
 
ITEM 2: ROLL CALL - Commissioners: Frank Stewart, Todd Vogel, Caitlin Morley, and Scott 

Stoner, were present.   
 

Staff present: Cathreen Richards, Planning Director; Steve Karamitros, Senior Planner; 
Ryan Standridge, Associate Planner; Paula Riesen, Project Coordinator and Grace 
Chuhla, County Counsel.   
 
Staff absent: Clint Quilter, County Administrator; Michael Errante, Public  
Works Director. 

  
ITEM 3: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – This item provides the opportunity for the public to 

address the Planning Commission on any planning subject that is not scheduled on the 
Agenda.   

 
Chair Morley opened the Public Comment Period at 10:05 a.m.  
 

     
With no one wishing to comment Chair Morley closed the public comment period at 
10:06 a.m. 
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ITEM 4:   APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Action Item) – Approval of the Minutes from the 
February 27, 2020, meeting of the Planning Commission.  

 
• Chair Kate Morley asked for a correction of  the spelling of her last name.  

Chair Morley also asked for a correction of two items, where the minutes stated 
Commission instead of Commissioner. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Todd Vogel made the motion to approve the minutes, with the changes 

requested by Chair Morley. The motion was seconded by Chair Kate Morley to     
approve the Minutes, from February 27, 2020.  
 
The Motion passed 4-0 at 10:06 a.m. 
 

ITEM 5:   GENERAL PLAN AMEDMENT- 2019-01/ZONE RECLASS-2019-02/TENTATIVE 
PARCEL MAP-422/OLANCHA LAKE ZONING - The applicant (Olancha Lake 
LLC) is requesting to merge six parcels, which requires a Tentative Parcel Map. This 
parcel merger also requires a Zone Reclassification and General Plan Amendment to 
create the correct land use designations for a proposed future commercial RV camping 
business. 

 
This Item has been postponed at this time due to changes in the project. 
 

 
ITEM 6  CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT- 2020-01/GBUAPCD and Variance 2020-

01/GBUAPCD - The applicant (Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District) has 
applied for a Conditional Use Permit for a project located at 866 E. Locust St., in Lone 
Pine. The applicant is seeking approval to construct a 33-foot air monitoring tower, 
which is permitted as a conditional use. The project also requires a 3-foot height 
Variance; both require approval by the Inyo Planning Commission.  

 
 Steven Karamitros, Senior Planner, presented staff report.  
 

Chair Morley opened the Public Hearing at 10:17 a.m. 
 
With no one wanting to speak Chair Morley closed the Public Hearing at 10:18 a.m. 

 
MOTION: Chair Morley asked for a motion, Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve with 

the provisions of the findings (for the CUP) and the variance findings 1-7, and conditions 
of approval for the CUP and VAR 1-3. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Stoner. 

 
 County Counsel, Grace Chuchla emailed Chair Morley to remind her that for Zoom 

meetings the voting has to be done by Roll Call with each Commissioner saying Yes or 
No.  
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 Project Coordinator, Paula Riesen proceeded with roll call for each vote. 
 Frank Stewart – Yes 
 Todd Vogel – Yes 
 Kate Morley – Yes 
 Scott Stoner – Yes 
 
 The Motion passed 4-0 at 10:19 a.m. 
 
ITEM 4:   A Correction for the Approval of Minutes for February 26, 2020. 
Revisited 
 Project Coordinator, Paula Riesen proceeded with roll call for each vote. 
 
 Frank Stewart – Yes 
 Todd Vogel – Yes 
 Kate Morley – Yes 
 Scott Stoner – Yes 
 
MOTION: The Motion passed 4-0 at 10:22 a.m. 
 

 
ITEM 7:         TELECOM PLAN-2020-01/SMARTLINK – The Applicant Smart Link LLC, 
 representing ATT, has submitted an application to update ATT’s existing 

Telecom Plan to add a co-location site in west Bishop on a tower recently approved for 
and built by Verizon Wireless. The update to ATT’s telecom plan also includes a future 
site within the Bishop City limits. ATT is required to include this site in their telecom 
plan, but the County has no jurisdiction over its approval. This project is Exempt for 
CEQA. 
 
Cathreen Richards, Planner Director, presented staff report. 

 
Chair Morley opened the Public Hearing at 10:26 am 
 
No one from the public wished to comment; the hearing closed at 10:27 a.m. 
 
Chair Morley asked if the height of the new extension exceeds the existing 
 Tower? 
 
Director Richards stated that the new extension was not taller than the one that is already 
there. 
 
Commissioner Stoner knew the tower was on the agenda so he drove by to see for  
himself what it looked like. He was impressed how well it was disguised; he really had to 
search to see the tower. 
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Ms. Richards drove through the area and did not notice it either and asked Ryan when 
they were going to do the work, and she said the job was already complete. Director 
Richards stated the tower is camouflaged very well. 
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Vogel made a motion to approve Telecom Plan Update-2020-
01/Smartlink with findings 1-5, and conditions 1-2. Commissioner Stewart made the 
second. 
 
Project Coordinator, Paula Riesen proceeded with roll call for each vote. 

 
 Frank Stewart – Yes 
 Todd Vogel – Yes 
 Kate Morley – Yes 
 Scott Stoner – Yes 
 
 The Motion passed 4-0 at 10:28 a.m. 
 
ITEM 8:         2019 ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT - Staff will give a presentation to 
 The Planning Commission summarizing the Inyo County 2019 Annual Progress Report. 
 
 Associate Planner, Ryan Standridge, presented staff report. 
 
 Chair Kate Morley thanked the Planning Department for of all of the hard work that 
 went into bringing the projects to the Commission. 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT/COMMENTS –  
 

Commissioner Frank Stewart had three items to report on to the Board. 
1. Road Department is still on schedule to replace the Pine Creek Bridge this fall. 
2. There was a fire out in 40 acres and the fire department which is the Conservation 

Camp had to drive all the way around to respond to the fire because the bridge is 
still out. 

3. Road Department did a Chip seal on Birchim Lane and the mix was poorly done 
and they need to redo project. 
 

Commissioner Todd Vogel, asked if there have been any new updates to the IMACA- 
Homeless Parking Project?  
 
Director Richards stated that there have been no changes, and since Covid-19 they have 
not been able to conduct public outreach so it has been put on the back burner. 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT –  
   

With lack of items to bring to the Commission Director Richards recommended canceling 
June’s Planning Commission meeting.  
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Chair Morley, asked if Item # 5 - GENERAL PLAN AMEDMENT- 2019-01/ZONE 
RECLASS-2019-02/TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP-422/OLANCHA LAKE ZONING 
from today’s agenda be alright if we carried it over to the next meeting in July. 
 
Senior Planner, Steven Karamitros stated that the project keeps changing and has to go 
back to be checked by CEQA again, so it is basically starting all over again. 
 
Senior Planner, Steven Karamitros said the next project will be Sage & Fire and it should 
be ready for July’s Planning Commission. 
 
Planning Director Richards stated the July Planning Commission Date is in the schedule 
for July 22, 2020. We are not sure at this time if it will be at the Board of Supervisors 
Chambers in Independence, or through Zoom Meeting it is all dependent on Covid-19 
status. 
 

ADJOURNMENT –  
 
With no further business, Chair Kate Morley requested a motion to adjourn the meeting 
at 10:40  a.m. The next meeting will be July 22, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.  

 
Motion by Commissioner  Frank Stewart. 
 
Seconded by Commissioner Todd Vogel. 
 
Project Coordinator, Paula Riesen proceeded with roll call for each vote. 

 
 Frank Stewart – Yes 
 Todd Vogel – Yes 
 Kate Morley – Yes 
 Scott Stoner – Yes 

 
 
Motion passed 4-0. 

 
 
Prepared by:       
Paula Riesen 
Inyo County Planning Department 
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