
Commemorating the 
100 Mules Walking the Los Angeles Aqueduct

Whereas, in commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Los Angeles Aqueduct, artist
Lauren Bon, the Metabolic Studio, and mule wranglers mostly from Inyo County, took 100
mules from the Intake in the Owens Valley to the Cascades in Los Angeles, in recognition of the
essential labor force used in the building of the Aqueduct; and

Whereas, the walk commenced on October 18, 2013 traveling the length of the Aqueduct
through Inyo, Kern, and Los Angeles counties, culminating at the Cascades on November 5,
2013, 100 years to the day from the date William Mulholland opened the gates delivering
Owens River watershed water to the City of Los Angeles; and

Whereas, this project raised awareness of the mules, water source, and the direct line
between Inyo County and the City of Los Angeles, highlighting how their history and futures
are intertwined; and

Whereas, without the reliability, strength, and endurance of the mule, the Aqueduct could
not have been built; and

Whereas, the mules were all obtained in Inyo County thanks to the Eastern Sierra packing
industry, with most of the staff, equipment, and mule gear coming from the Eastern Sierra,
including 17 trucks hauling everything from a mobile kitchen, to mule gear, corrals, hay,
water and supplies; and

Whereas without the support, vision, and determination of Lauren Bon, the Metabolic
Studio, and Lee and Jennifer Roeser of Independence, this historic and memorable event would
not have been possible; and

Whereas on November 11, 2013, the Great American Mules marched strong and proud, so
fittingly honoring the defenders of our freedoms, at the Veterans Parade in the City of
Glendale, and after many photographic opportunities at Griffith Park and the L.A. State
Historic Park, the 100 mules and their wrangler team headed home to the Owens Valley to a
heartwarming welcome home tribute in Bishop, not only the “Mule Capital of the World” but
the home of Bishop Mule Days Celebration, and the future home of the American Mule
Museum.

Now therefore be it proclaimed the Inyo County Board of Supervisors thanks the artist
Lauren Bon, the Metabolic Studio, and Lee and Jennifer Roeser, for raising awareness of the
importance of the mule to the history of the Owens Valley, congratulates all those who
embraced the true pioneer spirit, blazing new trails of understanding and possibilities, and
commemorates this highly creative and innovative living art exhibit:

“100 Mules Walking the Los Angeles Aqueduct,” 
Passed and proclaimed this 17th day of December, 2013, by the Inyo County Board of

Supervisors.

________________________________________________________________
Linda Arcularius, Chairperson Board of Supervisors

HONORING THE HEROISM OF JASON MORGAN AND 

EVERETT HOLLAND
WHEREAS, tragedy can strike at any moment, without warning; and

WHEREAS, tragedy can oftentimes be averted thanks to the quick and brave actions of our fellow citizens; and  

WHEREAS, this was exactly the case on Sunday, May 15, when Jason Morgan, a 14-year Los Angeles Department of Water 
employee and seven-year member of the Big Pine Volunteer Fire Department, and local citizen Everett Holland aided in saving 
several people from drowning in Klondike Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Big Pine Volunteer Fire Department was dispatched to the lake at 1:48 p.m. to a report of six people and a dog 
who were possibly drowning; and

WHEREAS, it was discovered that an individual suffered a medical emergency and fell out of her kayak and that two companions 
overturned their kayak trying to rescue her; and

WHEREAS, two paddleboarders also attempted to help, as did a bystander who swam to their aid from shore; and

WHEREAS, none of the six individuals were wearing flotation devices, and now one other additional was experiencing a medical 
emergency, Big Pine Fire Chief Damon Carrington launched a rescue effort and search for additional resources; and 

WHEREAS, LADWP sent a boat from Bishop, which would take 15 minutes to arrive; and

WHEREAS, Fire Captain Morgan was listening to radio traffic and knew that time was of the essence, he hauled his personal boat 
to the lake from the community of Big Pine – saving precious minutes in the rescue effort; and 

WHEREAS, Captain Morgan’s quick thinking and decisive action saved the lives of everyone involved, including the two individuals 
suffering medical injuries who would have died if rescuers had to wait an additional 10 minutes for the boat from Bishop; and

WHEREAS, a Big Pine resident also leaped into action, following Captain Morgan to the lake, helping him launch the boat, and 
jumping in to help;

WHEREAS, this individual, Everett Holland, dove into the water to secure a life vest on the victim who was having seizures, and 
then maneuvered both victims into the boat; and 

WHEREAS, first responders agree that the outcome of May 15 would have been tragic were it not for the actions of Captain 
Morgan and Mr. Holland.

NOW, THEREFOR BE IT PROCLAIMED, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors recognizes, with respect and gratitude, the heroic 
actions and selfless courage of Captain Jason Morgan and Everett Holland in the act of saving the lives of several individuals in 
danger of drowning, which they did without hesitation and with their own welfare at risk.

APPROVED AND PROCLAIMED this 7th day of June 2022.

Chairperson Dan Totheroh


