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WORK CONTINUES TO ASSESS DAMAGE, MAKE REPAIRS 

 
Inyo County and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power are making progress surveying the damage 
wrought by Hurricane Hilary and repairing critical infrastructure taken offline by the rainfall and flash 
flooding.  
 
Yesterday and today, Inyo County Road Crews were able to reopen four of the 22 roads damaged by the 
storm as it blew through the area on Sunday and Monday, dropping record amounts of precipitation in less 
than 12 hours. The reopened routes include Horseshoe Meadows, Tuttle Creek, Tecopa Hot Springs, and 
State Line roads.  
 
Additionally, Caltrans crews have been working around the clock to restore access to the communities of 
Darwin, Keeler, and Homewood Canyon. The County remains in communication with the residents regarding 
needed services. State Route 190 in Death Valley National Park sustained major damage and the park 
remains closed to the public. S.R. 190 and S.R. 136 outside of the park are also closed to the public. 
 
The County and LADWP thank the public for its cooperation and ask for continued patience as they assess 
damages, which are severe and widespread. Estimated timeframes for reopening certain roads are not 
available and are dependent on numerous factors. The situation is also ever-changing, as LADWP works to 
redirect waters to their channels. 
 
“Our aqueduct crews continue to make progress on local waterways, working to relieve any blockages to 
water flows,” LADWP Aqueduct Manager Adam Perez said. “There are several active work sites in multiple 
locations in the Owens Valley and we urge the public to please cooperate with closure and warning signs 
and give the crews the space needed to conduct this very important work. Conditions are still dangerous in 
many areas with high flows and mud and debris buildup.” 
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Frequent updates on the status of Inyo County roads are posted daily on the Sheriff’s Office’s Facebook and 
Instagram, and can be found here along with links to Caltrans’ road updates: 
https://ready.inyocounty.us/pages/road-closures.  
 
Evacuation Orders are still in effect for the Oak Creek community outside of Independence and the area on 
the north side of Whitney Portal Road, west of Horseshoe Meadows Road. The Sheriff’s Office continues to 
closely monitor the situations in Oak and Lone Pine creeks. 
 
Local waters – already swollen with unprecedented amounts of runoff – were inundated by Sunday and 
Monday’s rainfall, resulting in extreme flooding and mud flow into creeks, canals, and the Los Angeles 
Aqueduct (LAA). The high flows in creeks destroyed or damaged most of LADWP diversion and flow 
measurement structures between the towns of Big Pine and Olancha. Five state highways and more than 
two dozen county roads sustained significant damage in the storm. 
 
LADWP, the Sheriff’s Office, and Inyo County Office of Emergency Services urge the public to obey all road 
closures and to stay away from the Owens and River and local creeks. Banks have been overrun with water 
and there is a large amount of mud and debris in many areas.  

RESOURCES 

Sandbags are still available at Inyo County fire stations (Sandbag Locations - March 9 2023.pdf 
(dropbox.com)). 

Road closure updates as well as links to key resources can be found at the Office of Emergency Service’s website, 
https://ready.inyocounty.us.  

Current weather updates can be found at: https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php... 

Individuals who do not have access to the internet and ability to use the Ready Inyo website are encouraged to 
call 2-1-1. This non-emergency phone service will provide information similar to what is maintained on the 
Ready Inyo website, as well as the ability to access other County resources via phone. Anyone seeking more 
information about the storm and storm response is urged to call this number – NOT 9-1-1, which is intended for 
life safety issues only.  
 
Residents not currently signed up for CodeRED may do so at any time. It is the number one mechanism for 
informing residents during a local emergency or disaster. CodeRED is an opt-in, high-speed notification solution 
that quickly delivers emergency messages to targeted areas or the entire county. Because the notifications are 
geographically based, a street address is required to ensure emergency notification calls are received by the 
proper individuals in a given situation. If your cell phone number has changed, or you have moved, or if you are 
new to the area please register at: https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/DAD807D480BF.  
 
IPAWS is FEMA's national system for local alerting that provides authenticated emergency and life-saving 
information to the public through mobile phones using Wireless Emergency Alerts, to radio and television via 
the Emergency Alert System, and on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Weather Radio. 
 
You will receive a CodeRED/IPAWS if the Sheriff’s Office determines that there is an imminent threat to life or 
safety. You will not receive a notification for non-emergent issues. 
 

https://ready.inyocounty.us/pages/road-closures
https://www.dropbox.com/s/61jwwpdxghk2tj7/Sandbag%20Locations%20-%20March%209%202023.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/61jwwpdxghk2tj7/Sandbag%20Locations%20-%20March%209%202023.pdf?dl=0
https://ready.inyocounty.us/
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=36.511059415000034&lon=-117.41058845499998&fbclid=IwAR2xT3nENfobdyQA4zIls-ZjT-nusFjUtsoxFzZCALn2y3MlySIYc3PklcM
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/DAD807D480BF
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For the latest information on Caltrans road closures and other highway conditions, download the Quickmap 
app to your iOS or Android device or visit quickmap.dot.ca.gov. You can also call the Road Condition Hotline 
at 1-800-427-ROAD (7623). 
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