
 

Inyo County Assembly Bill 628 Implementing Procedures  

 

January 22, 2015 

 
1. The Adventure Trails Pilot Program is authorized by Section 38026.1 and other applicable 

portions of the California Vehicle Code.  
2. The Adventure Trails Program project advocates (Applicant) shall submit a formal application to 

the Inyo County Public Works Department requesting the County consider the designation of 
specified roadways as combined-use highways. 

a. The application shall include all of the following for each portion of proposed combined-
use roadway: 

i. Name of Highway 
ii. Length of combined-use section 

iii. A description of the portion of the right-of-way that is proposed to be used. 
That is will the off-highway vehicles be limited to: the entire lane, the edge of 
the lane, or some other specific area. 

iv.  The starting point of the combined-use segment. If this is an existing Bureau of 
Land Management or U.S. Forest Service road, provide the name and/or 
number of the off-highway motor vehicle trail or trailhead. If the starting point 
of the combined-use segment is a necessary service and/or lodging facility, 
specify the name and Assessor’s Parcel Number of the facility. 

1. Include a letter of permission from the owner of the Assessor’s Parcel 
Number that is the necessary service and/or lodging facility. 

v. The ending point of the combined-use segment. If this is an existing Bureau of 
Land Management or U.S. Forest Service road, provide the name and/or 
number of the off-highway motor vehicle trail or trailhead. If the ending point of 
the combined-use segment is a necessary service and/or lodging facility, specify 
the name and Assessor’s Parcel Number of the facility. 

1. Include a letter of permission from the owner of the Assessor’s Parcel 
Number is the necessary service and/or lodging facility.  

vi. A description of the nature and destination of any off-highway motor vehicle 
trail that is a starting or ending point to a combined-use segment. 

vii. A description of the nature and purpose of the combined-use segment. To be 
considered, the combined-use segment must provide a connecting link between 
one of the following: 

1. A connecting link between off-highway motor vehicle trail segments,  
2. An off-highway motor vehicle recreational use area and necessary 

service facilities, or  
3. Lodging facilities and an off-highway motor vehicle recreational facility.  
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The applicant shall state which one of these three types of connecting link is 
being provided by each combined-use trail segment.  

viii. An eight and one-half inch map clearly displaying each combined use section. 
The map should display:  

1. The information described in subsections (i) through (v). 
2. Major cross streets 
3. Any controlled intersections (stop signs or signalized intersections) 
4. If the combined-use segment starts and/or ends on an un-named 

roadway, a vicinity map should be included. 
ix. A list of property owners adjacent to any and all combined-use routes from the 

Inyo County Assessor’s Department. If multiple properties are owned by one 
owner, that owner shall be notified of each of their properties adjacent to the 
proposed combined-use segment. Legal size envelopes with first class postage 
affixed addressed to each property owner with the return address left blank. 

b. The Applicant can submit the application in multiple sections if they choose. If so, a 
cover letter to the application should state this. 

c. Once the application is submitted, the contents of the application will be available for 
public review. 

3. The Inyo County Department of Public Works shall be responsible for the evaluation and 
processing of any combined-use applications.  

4. The County shall determine if the application packet is complete. The County shall notify the 
Applicant via e-mail or telephone within 30 days if the application is complete. If feasible, this 
determination should be made earlier.  

5. Within 120 days of the date the County deems the application complete, the County shall accept 
or reject the application. This period may be extended by the County, upon written notification 
to the applicant, together with the reason necessitating the extension. During the 120 day 
period, the County will do the following: 

a. Submit copies of the application to responsible State and/or land management agencies 
for confirmation of the validity of any trail segment and/or general comments, 
requesting that the requested information be provided within 60 days. The County shall 
provide copies of the application to pertinent land management agencies or owners to 
ensure conformance with the land manager’s Land Use Plan. “Pertinent agencies or 
owners” are defined as those which own, manage, or have jurisdiction for 1) road 
segments which connect to County roads identified in the application, 2) the land 
crossed by a County road identified in the application, or 3) the land adjacent to a 
combined use segment; 

b. Submit the combined-use application to the Commissioner of the California Highway 
Patrol and ask for a determination if the proposed combined-use segment will create a 
potential traffic safety hazard. If the combined-use segment is determined by the 
Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol to have the potential to create a traffic 
hazard, that segment shall be dropped from consideration. 
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c. Notice a public hearing on the application, providing notice to all land owners adjacent 
to the proposed combined-use roadway of the date, time and location of the public 
hearing, with notice mailed a minimum of twenty-one (21) days prior to the public 
hearing; and 

d. Hold a public hearing and compile all comments received on the application. 
6. The County shall work in cooperation with the California Department of Transportation to 

establish uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic control devices to 
control off-highway motor vehicles in accordance with Section 38026.1 of the Vehicle Code. 

7. The County will first designate crossings of the State Highway using Section 38026 of the Vehicle 
Code. The Applicant is encouraged to design their requests to the County to use combined-use 
segments of three miles or less. Any such request would be undertaken separately from the 
Pilot Program and requires a separate application to the County in conformance with the 
existing Vehicle Code. If this is not possible and the combined-use segment is between three 
and ten miles, the County will consider the designation of crossings of the State Highway as part 
of the Pilot Program as set forth in Assembly Bill 628. 

8. The application, together with comments received during the 120 day period, shall be presented 
to the Board of Supervisors for consideration and approval. The Agenda Request for such 
consideration shall also include a recommendation for each route from the Public Works 
Director, the Risk Manager, the Sheriff, and County Counsel on each combined-use segment. 
Their recommendation shall address: 

a. Safety 
b. Liability and Risk 
c. Potential maintenance costs 

9. The County shall hold a public hearing and adopt a resolution to approve combined–use 
segment(s). The adoption resolution may include multiple combined-use segments. The 
resolution shall include: 

a. A determination that the proposed combined use segment does not have the potential 
to create a safety hazard. 

b. A confirmation that the information contained in Section 2(A)(i) – (viii) was included in 
the application packet.  

c. A statement that each combined-use trail segment is in compliance with the California 
Vehicle Code as amended by the inclusion of Section 38026.1. 

10. If the funding for the purchase and installation of signage is not forthcoming as set forth In 
Section 38026.1, the County shall work with the applicant to identify funding to install signage 
identified in Section No. 6. The purchase and installation of this signage shall be revenue neutral 
to the County. That is, if the funding for the signage is not forthcoming from the State, the 
applicant shall be responsible for this expense. 

11. The County Road Department shall be responsible for the installation of all required signage on 
each combined-use trail segment. 
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12. Using aerial or satellite imagery, Inyo County will create a baseline that encompasses the area 
adjacent to each designated route, including the end point in a manner adequate to identify and 
monitor route proliferation. 

13. The County shall formally open the combined-use trail segment once all signage is in place. 
14. Each combined-use trail segment shall be monitored in the following ways. 

a. The County shall be responsible to maintain a database describing any collisions 
involving an off-highway vehicle on any combined-use segment.  

i. The Department of Public Works will request from the Inyo County Sheriff and 
the California Highway Patrol a report of all collisions involving off-highway 
vehicles on a combined-use segment on an annual basis. This information will 
be solicited from local land management agencies. 

b. The Inyo County Sheriff’s Department will maintain a file that includes any information 
regarding impact on traffic flows, safety, incursions into areas not designated for off-
highway vehicle usage, to the extent such information is available. 

c. The County shall yearly collect at least a three-day-long set of data collected including 
two weekend days detailing the number of off-highway vehicles using each combined-
use segment. 

d. The County shall twice yearly survey for new OHV routes originating off of a combined 
use in the field and in the office reviewing the latest aerial imagery so that it can 
adequately monitor for the proliferation of new routes. 

e. The County shall send a letter encouraging land management agencies that have an off-
highway motor vehicle trail segment that links to a combined-use segment to monitor 
the amount of off-highway vehicle use. 

f. The Public Works Department shall maintain a website that is a central hub for 
collecting public and public agency comments and complaints on the combined-use 
routes  which shall include all correspondence from the public and public agencies 
regarding all combined use segments. 

g. At least 90 days prior to the development of the report described in Section 15, notice 
will be made to the public and local land management agencies requesting comments 
and observations regarding roads in the pilot program, including any results from 
monitoring.  

15. No later than January 1, 2016, the County, in consultation with the Department of the California 
Highway Patrol, the Department of Transportation, and the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, shall prepare and submit to the Legislature a report evaluating the pilot project as 
described in Section 38026.1 of the Vehicle Code. 

16. If Section 38026.1 of the Vehicle Code is repealed, on all designated routes, the County shall be 
responsible for the removal of all signage related to combined-use highway segments set forth 
under Section 38026.1. Further, upon repeal of section 38026.1, the designation of all combined 
use routes by the County shall be immediately rescinded.   
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17. If the property owner at a starting point or an ending point of a combined-use segment that is 
considered to be a necessary service or lodging facility decides at a future date that they do not 
wish their property to be linked to by a combined-use segment, they can submit a letter stating 
that the property owner does not wish to be linked to the combined-use route. Upon receipt of 
that letter, and assuming that the service facility is the endpoint of the combined-use segment, 
the designation on that road shall be changed within 90 days so that the combined-use of that 
roadway segment shall no longer be allowed. If a change to starting point or endpoint requires 
the submittal of a separate application, the 90-day period will be extended until the segment is 
acted upon by the Board of Supervisors. 

18. If a necessary service facility that is a start or an end point of a combined-use route closes, the 
applicants shall be required to submit a revised application within 90 days from the date the 
business is closed. The County shall determine if an additional application is required. 

19. If the County’s monitoring of a combined-use route determines that undesirable impacts are 
being created by the route, the County shall have the authority by a vote of the Board of 
Supervisors to close a combined-use route. The County shall close the route by the removal of 
all signage within 90 days from the date of the Board action.  

20. The Public Works Department may, at the discretion of the Public Works Director, temporarily 
close a combined-use route to green sticker vehicles by temporarily obscuring route signage.  

21. The operation of combined use routes by off-highway vehicles in residential areas is restricted 
to between dawn and dark and no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and no later than 8:00 p.m. 

22. The Mitigation and Monitoring Plan for the Eastern Sierra Adventure Trails System 
Environmental Impact Report (Appendix  1.0 to the Final EIR) is included as part of this 
Implementing Procedures by reference.  

23. The County shall monitor for the creation of new OHV routes along the proposed combined-use 
routes. The County shall coordinate with the property owner/land management agency and 
determine if corrective action is required. If necessary, barriers will be place to prevent further 
use of the new routes. 

24. The County shall consider the passage of an ordinance that will make it a misdemeanor offense 
if operators of OHV’s cause damage to land, livestock, ranching and farming operations, wildlife, 
wildlife habitat or vegetative resources.. 

25. All OHVs utilizing a combined-use route must comply with the following requirements and any 
published written material (brochures, maps, pamphlets) produced by the applicants shall 
include the following educational language: 

OHV users on all combined-use routes must: 

• Drivers must have in possession a valid driver's license of the appropriate class for the 
vehicle being operated 

• Ride during daylight hours only and not earlier than 7:00 a.m. and no later than 8:00 
p.m.  

• Have an operational stoplight 
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• Have insurance in accordance with the provisions of Article 2 (commencing with Section 
16020) of Chapter 1 of Division 7 of the California Vehicle Code 

• Obey the posted speed limit for OHVs on combined-use roads and, in residential areas, 
drive no faster than 15 mph 

• Use a vehicle that has rubber tires 
• Pass at least three (3) feet away from bicyclists, horses, and pedestrians 
• Slow to 5 mph when passing horses or pedestrians 
• Ride only on existing trails 
• Not stop in flowing water 
• Drive in the middle of the vehicle lane 
• Not drive on the shoulder 
• Use existing trails when exiting a combined-use route. 
• OHV operators must operate the OHV in accordance with the vehicle manufacturer’s 

recommendations for use of the vehicle.  
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