




Previous Variance History 
No prior variances have been applied for regarding this property. 

Provision for Variances 
The Inyo County Zoning Ordinance states that any variance to the terms of the Zoning Ordi­
nance may be granted if such a variance would "not be contrary to its general intent or the 
public interest, where due to special conditions or exceptional characteristics of the property 
or its location or surroundings, a literal enforcement would result in practical 
difficulties or unnecessary hardships" (Section 18.81.040). 

Further, the Zoning Ordinance states that the following three Findings must be affirmed in 
order for any variance to be granted: 

1. That there are exceptional circumstances applicable to the property involved, 
or to the intended use, which do not generally apply to other property in the 
same district.

2. That the result would not be detrimental to the public welfare, or injurious to 
property in the vicinity. 

3. That the strict application of the regulation sought to be modified would 
result in practical difficulties or hardships inconsistent with, and not 
necessary for the attainment of, the general purposes of this title.

-In addition to the above Findings specified in the Inyo County Zoning Ordi­
nance, California State Government Code requires the following Findings for 
any variance:

4. The proposed variance does not constitute a grant of special privileges incon­
sistent with the limitations upon other properties in the vicinity and zone in 
which the property is situated.

5. The proposed variance does not authorize a use or activity that is not other­
wise expressly authorized by the zoning regulation governing the parcel of 
property.

6. The proposed variance is consistent with the General Plan.

7. The requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act have been met.

-Affirmative variance Findings must describe the special circumstances that 

act to physically differentiate the project site from its neighbors and make it 

unique, and thus uniquely justified for a variance; alternatively, negative find­

ings must describe how the project's physical characteristics are not unique 

or exceptional, and therefore do not justify a variance.

ALL seven of the Findings must be affirmed in order for a variance to be 

approved. 
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