






















































































































































































































































































































































































h) Attachment C )

EXHIBIT H. State of California - Resources Agency (Department ot
Fish and Game)

"...We see no problem with either report and have
no comments to make at this time,"

As can be seen by the above statements, concern was expressed over
subsurface drainage, vegetation, dust and fencing the mining areas.

The Planning Department discussed with the Department of Fish and
Game the effects of the mining operation on the subsurface drainage
and the pupfish, They felt that as long as there was no exaction and
use of the water that the pupfish and the subsurface drainage would

not be affected adversely.

After discussions with Dean Smith, Inyo County Farm Advisor, Dr.
James Young, University of Reno, and Dr. Paul T. Tueller, University
of Reno;, re-vegetation of the Desert Holly and other such desert
shrubs might be accomplished, but such projects were in the develop-
ment stages and the economic feasibility could not be accurately

estimated at this time.

Sloping and/or fencing of the open pits should be done for human
and animal protection., Pit areas that reach the water table should

be sloped to provide an access for the animals.

Roads in the area should be stabilized to prevent any further blowing
of sand or dust.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY OF INYO,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING THAT THE INYO COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS CERTIFY THE PROPOSED PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT, AND
MAKE CERTAIN FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO AND APPROVE GENERAL
PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2025-03/BYK USA INC.

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors, by and through Inyo County Code
(ICC) Section 15.12.040, has designated the Planning Commission to serve as the Environmental
Review Board pursuant to Section 15022 of the California Environmental Quality Act
Guidelines (“CEQA Guidelines™), and maintain responsibility for the environmental review of
all County projects; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Department determined that General Plan
Amendment (GPA) No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc., pertaining to properties near Death Valley
Junction identified as Assessor Parcel Numbers 041-380-01, 041-380-02, and 043-030-04 (the
“Project”), is exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3),
the common sense exemption, as the proposed land use map correction has no possibility of
causing significant environmental effects and does not involve new or intensified development;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Senate Bill 18 (SB18) and Government Code Section 65352.3,
in October 2024 the County requested a list of applicable Native American contacts from the
California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC); and

WHEREAS, the NAHC transmitted a list of applicable Native American contacts to the
County on June 19, 2025 for purposes of SB18 consultation; and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2025, the County sent certified letters initiating Native
American Consultation pursuant to the California Government Code Sections 65040.2, 65092,
65351, 65352.3, 65352.4, 65562.5, to the Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley, Big Sandy
Rancheria of Western Mono Indians, Bishop Paiute Tribe, Death Valley Timbi-sha Shoshone
Tribe, Fort Independence Indian Community of Paiutes, Kern Valley Indian Community, Lone
Pine Paiute-Shoshone, North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians, Tule River Indian tribe, Twenty-
Nine Palm Band of Mission Indians, Utu Utu Gwaitu Tribe of the Benton Paiute Reservation,
and Wuksachi Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band; and

WHEREAS, as specified by Senate Bill 18 and per Government Code Section 65352.3,
the tribes have 90 days to initiate the consultation process after notification; and

WHEREAS, on October 12, 2025, 90 days after the last certified mail receipt from the
notification letters was received by the County, no tribes had initiated consultation; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to sections 65854 and 65855 of the Government Code, the Inyo
County Planning Commission is required to conduct a public hearing on proposed GPAs and
ZRs, and to make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors regarding each; and

WHEREAS, on August 14,2025, the County published notice in the Inyo Register and
mailed notice to property owners within three-hundred (300) feet of the Projects’ location, of a
public hearing to take public comment on GPA No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc to be held on
September 24, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing
on September 24, 2025, to review and consider the request for approval of GPA No. 2025-
0/BYK USA Inc and considered the staff report for the project and all oral and written comments
regarding the proposal; and

WHEREAS, ICC Section 18.03.020 states, in part, that it is necessary for the County’s
Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with the County’s General Plan; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amended General Plan designation of Natural Resources
(NR) replaces the existing designation of State and Federal Lands (SFL) in order to reflect
current private ownership and ensure consistency with the site’s long-standing use for mineral
resource extraction; and

WHEREAS, GPA No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. is intended to correct the General Plan
designation to reflect current private ownership and the site’s continued use for mineral
resource extraction, thereby aligning the land use map with both existing zoning and long-term
planned use of the property; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that based on all of the written
and oral comment and input received at the September 24, 2025, hearing, including the Planning
Department Staff Report, the Inyo County Planning Commission makes the following findings
regarding the Projects and hereby recommends that the Inyo County Board of Supervisors adopt
the following findings for the proposed project:

The recitals above are incorporated herein as findings.
RECOMMENDED FINDINGS

1. Based on substantial evidence in the record, the Planning Commission recommends
that the Board of Supervisors find that General Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 2025-
03/BYK USA Inc. is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3), the “common sense exemption.”The project
proposes only a correction to the General Plan Land Use Map to reflect existing private
ownership of parcels formerly designated as State and Federal Lands (SFL). The change
to Natural Resources (NR) does not involve any new development or expansion of land
uses and has no possibility of causing a significant effect on the environment.

2. Based on substantial evidence in the record, the Planning Commission recommends
that the Board of Supervisors find that GPA No. 2025-03 is consistent with the Goals and
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Policies of the Inyo County General Plan. The Natural Resources (NR) designation
supports the continued use of the site for mineral resource extraction, consistent with
General Plan Policy 08.4.4, which states: “Protect the current and future extraction of
mineral resources that are important to the County’s economy while minimizing impacts
on the public and the environment.” The proposed GPA ensures consistency between the
General Plan map and the site’s long-standing permitted use and private ownership
status.

. Based on substantial evidence in the record, the Planning Commission recommends
that the Board of Supervisors find that GPA No. 2025-03 is consistent with the Inyo
County Zoning Ordinance, as required by Inyo County Code Section 18.03.020. The site
is currently zoned Open Space (OS), which allows mineral extraction under a Conditional
Use Permit. The proposed NR designation aligns with the existing zoning and approved
land use, ensuring consistency between the General Plan and Zoning Map.

. Based on substantial evidence in the record, the Planning Commission recommends
that the Board of Supervisors find that the site is physically suitable for the land use
designation of Natural Resources (NR), and that existing public services are adequate to
support continued mineral extraction. The site has been in continuous use as a permitted
mine since the 1970s. No new physical development is proposed, and no additional
infrastructure or services are required to maintain the existing operations consistent with
the NR designation.

. Based on substantial evidence in the record, the Planning Commission recommends
that the Board of Supervisors find that approval of GPA No. 2025-03 will not adversely
affect public health, safety, or welfare. The GPA reflects a change in map designation
only and does not alter the scope, intensity, or method of operations previously permitted.
The site will continue to operate under existing regulatory oversight, with no new land
disturbance authorized by this action.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission recommends that the Board of
Supervisors take the following actions:

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Certify that GPA No. 2025- 03/BYK USA Inc. is exempt from CEQA under General

Rule 15061(b)(3).

2. Make certain findings with respect to and approve GPA No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc.

based on all the information in the public record and on the recommendation of the
Planning Commission.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 24™ day of September, by the following vote of the Inyo
County Planning Commission:

ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
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Todd Vogel, Chair
Inyo County Planning Commission

ATTEST:

Cathreen Richards, Planning Director

By

Sally Faircloth,
Secretary of the Commission



RESOLUTION NO. 2025-XX

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF
INYO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, CERTIFYING THAT THE PROVISIONS OF
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT HAVE BEEN MET
AND MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO AND APPROVING
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2025-03/BYK USA INC.

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors, by and through Section
15.12.040 of the Inyo County Code (ICC), has designated the Planning Commission as
the Environmental Review Board pursuant to Section 15002 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 15025 of the CEQA Guidelines as implemented
by ICC 15.12.040, the Planning Commission is responsible for environmental review of
all qualifying County projects; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code sections 65353 and 65354, the
Planning Commission shall review and recommend action on proposed general plan
amendments; and

WHEREAS, ICC Section 18.03.020 states, in part, that it is necessary for the
County’s Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with the County’s General Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Department has determined that the
proposed General Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc., pertaining to
properties near Death Valley Junction identified as Assessor Parcel Numbers 041-380-01,
041-380-02, and 043-030-04 (the “Project”), which will change the current designation of
State and Federal Lands (SFL) to a new designation of Natural Resources (NR), 1s
necessary to reflect current private ownership of the parcels and the site’s continued use
for mineral resource extraction, thereby aligning the land use map with both existing
zoning and long-term planned use of the property; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Department has determined that General
Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. is exempt from environmental
review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3), the common sense exemption, as the
proposed land use map correction has no possibility of causing significant environmental
effects and does not involve new or intensified development; and



WHEREAS, pursuant to Senate Bill 18 (SB18) and Government Code Section
65352.3, on June 19, 2025, the County requested a list of applicable Native American
contacts from the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC); and

WHEREAS, the NAHC transmitted a list of applicable Native American contacts
to the County on June 19, 2025; and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2025, the County sent certified letters initiating
consultation pursuant to Government Code Sections 65040.2, 65092, 65351, 65352.3,
65352.4, and 65562.5 to all applicable tribes; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with SB18 and Government Code Section 65352.3,
the tribes had 90 days to initiate consultation, and as of [October 12, 2025 — 90 days after
last receipt], no tribes initiated consultation; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Sections 65353 and 65354, the Inyo
County Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing on October
22,2025 , to consider GPA No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. and at that time recommended
approval to the Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors held a duly noticed public hearing on
TBD, and considered all written and oral testimony presented concerning GPA 2025-
03/BYK USA Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that, based on all written
and oral comment and information presented, including but not limited to the Planning
Department staff report, the Board of Supervisors makes the following findings for the
proposed project:

1. The above recitals are incorporated herein as findings.

2. CEQA Exemption: General Plan Amendment No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. (“GPA”) is
exempt from environmental review under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), the
“common sense exemption” on the basis that the project proposes only a correction to the
General Plan Land Use Map to reflect existing private ownership of parcels formerly
designated as State and Federal Lands (SFL). The change to Natural Resources (NR)
does not involve any new development or expansion of land uses and has no possibility
of causing a significant effect on the environment.

3. General Plan Consistency: The GPA is consistent with the Inyo County General Plan,
specifically Policy 08.4.4, which supports continued mineral resource extraction with
environmental safeguards.



4. Zoning Consistency: The GPA aligns with Inyo County Code Section 18.03.020 and
the site’s current Open Space (OS) zoning, which allows mining with a Conditional Use
Permit.

5. Site Suitability: The site has operated as a mine since the 1970s and requires no new
services or infrastructure to support the Natural Resources designation.

6. Public Health, Safety, Welfare: The GPA reflects a map correction only. No new
disturbance is proposed. Continued regulatory oversight remains in place.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Inyo, State of California, hereby approves General Plan Amendment No. 2025-03/BYK
USA Inc., changing the General Plan land use designation from State and Federal Lands
(SFL) to Natural Resources (NR) for Assessor Parcel Numbers 041-380-01, 041-380-02,
and 043-030-04.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as a condition of approval, the applicant shall
defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the County of Inyo, its agents, officers, and
employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against the County, its agents, officers,
or employees, to attack, set aside, void, or annul the approval of General Plan
Amendment No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. The County reserves the right to prepare its

own defense.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect thirty (30)
days after the date of its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS TBD

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

Scott Marcellin, Chairperson

Inyo County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:



Nate Greenberg
Clerk of the Board

By

Darcy Israel, Assistant
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-XX

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF
INYO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, CERTIFYING THAT THE PROVISIONS OF
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT HAVE BEEN MET
AND MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO AND APPROVING
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2025-03/BYK USA INC.

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors, by and through Section
15.12.040 of the Inyo County Code (ICC), has designated the Planning Commission as
the Environmental Review Board pursuant to Section 15002 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 15025 of the CEQA Guidelines as implemented
by ICC 15.12.040, the Planning Comunission is responsible for environmental review of

all qualifying County projects; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code sections 65353 and 65354, the
Planning Commission shall review and recommend action on proposed general plan

amendments; and

WHEREAS, ICC Section 18.03.020 states, in part, that it is necessary for the
County’s Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with the County’s General Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Department has determined that the
proposed General Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc., pertaining to
properties near Death Valley Junction identified as Assessor Parcel Numbers 041-380-01,
041-380-02, and 043-030-04 (the “Project”), which will change the current designation of
State and Federal Lands (SFL) to a new designation of Natural Resources (NR), is
necessary to reflect current private ownership of the parcels and the site’s continued use
for mineral resource extraction, thereby aligning the land use map with both existing
zoning and long-term planned use of the property; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Department has determined that General
Plan Amendment (GPA) No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. is exempt from environmental
review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3), the common sense exemption, as the
proposed land use map correction has no possibility of causing significant environmental
effects and does not involve new or intensified development; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Senate Bill 18 (SB18) and Government Code Section
65352.3, on June 19, 2025, the County requested a list of applicable Native American
contacts from the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC); and

WHEREAS, the NAHC transmitted a list of applicable Native American contacts
to the County on June 19, 2025; and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2025, the County sent certified letters initiating
consultation pursuant to Government Code Sections 65040.2, 65092, 65351, 65352.3,
65352.4, and 65562.5 to all applicable tribes; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with SB18 and Government Code Section 65352.3,
the tribes had 90 days to initiate consultation, and as of [October 12, 2025 — 90 days after
last receipt], no tribes initiated consultation; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Sections 65353 and 65354, the Inyo
County Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing on October
22,2025 , to consider GPA No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. and at that time recommended

approval to the Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors held a duly noticed public hearing on
TBD, and considered all written and oral testimony presented conceming GPA 2025-

03/BYK USA Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that, based on all written
and oral comment and information presented, including but not limited to the Planning
Department staff report, the Board of Supervisors makes the following findings for the

proposed project:
1. The above recitals are incorporated herein as findings.

2. CEQA Exemption: General Plan Amendment No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. (“GPA”) is
exempt from environmental review under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), the
“common sense exemption” on the basis that the project proposes only a correction to the
General Plan Land Use Map to reflect existing private ownership of parcels formerly
designated as State and Federal Lands (SFL). The change to Natural Resources (NR)
does not involve any new development or expansion of land uses and has no possibility
of causing a significant effect on the environment.

3. General Plan Consistency: The GPA is consistent with the Inyo County General Plan,
specifically Policy 08.4.4, which supports continued mineral resource extraction with

environmental safeguards.
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4. Zoning Consistency: The GPA aligns with Inyo County Code Section 18.03.020 and
the site’s current Open Space (OS) zoning, which allows mining with a Conditional Use

Permit.

5. Site Suitability: The site has operated as a mine since the 1970s and requires no new
services or infrastructure to support the Natural Resources designation.

6. Public Health, Safety, Welfare: The GPA reflects a map correction only. No new
disturbance is proposed. Continued regulatory oversight remains in place.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Inyo, State of California, hereby approves General Plan Amendment No. 2025-03/BYK
USA Inc., changing the General Plan land use designation from State and Federal Lands
(SFL) to Natural Resources (NR) for Assessor Parcel Numbers 041-380-01, 041-380-02,

and 043-030-04.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as a condition of approval, the applicant shall
defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the County of Inyo, its agents, officers, and
employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against the County, its agents, officers,
or employees, to attack, set aside, void, or annul the approval of General Plan
Amendment No. 2025-03/BYK USA Inc. The County reserves the right to prepare its

own defense.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect thirty (30)
days after the date of its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS TBD

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

Scott Marcellin, Chairperson

Inyo County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:
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Nate Greenberg
Clerk of the Board

By

Darcy Israel, Assistant



