
In the Rooms of the Boatd of Supewircrs
County of lnyo, State of California

I, HERE,BY CERTIFY, that at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Inyo, State of

California, held in their rooms at the County Administrative Center in lndependence on the 2nd day of September 2025 an order was

duly made and entered as follows:

CAO-Personnel- Moved by Supervisor Orrill and seconded by Supervisor Griffiths to ratify and approve

TCDSAMOU the July 1,2025 through June 30,2028 Memorandum of Understanding between the
County of lnyo and the lnyo County Deputy Sheriffs Association (ICDSA). Motion carried
unanimously.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Board this 2"'t

Day of September, 2025

NATHAN GREENBERG
Clerk of the Board of Supenisors
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AGENDA ITEM REqUEST FORM

September 2,2025
Reference lD:

2025-583

Memorandum of Understanding between the Gounty of
lnyo and the lnyo Gounty Deputy Sheriff's Association

(rcDsA)
County Administrator - Personnel

ACTION REQUIRED

ITEM SUBMITTED BY
Nate Greenberg, County Administrative Officer

ITEM PRESENTED BY
Keri Oney, Assistant Personnel Director

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Ratify and approve the July 1,2025 through June 30, 2028 Memorandum of Understanding between the
County of lnyo and the lnyo County Deputy Sheriffs Association (ICDSA).

BACKGROUND / SUMMARY / JUSTIFICATION:
Pursuant to your Board's direction, negotiations for a successor Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

with the lnyo County Deputy Sheriffs Association (ICDSA) have been completed. A tentative agreement

has been ieached, with all parties reviewing and accepting the terms. The agreement reflects the shared
priorities identified during the negotiation process and is now ready to be presented to your Board for
formaladoption.

FISCAL IMPACT:

lf Sole Source, provide justification below

Funding Source General Fund lBudget Unit 022710,022910

Budgeted? Yes
looiect 

code All salary and
object codes

Recurrence lsole source?Ongoing Expenditure N/A

Current Fiscal Year lmpact
The attached MOU will result in additional costs of approximately $185,000 in salaries for the current

fiscalyear
Future Fiscal Year lmpacts

Costs will increase annually based on negotiated Cost of Living Adjustments and step increases The

estimated increases for FY 2026-2027 is an additional $85,000. All future budgets will continue to be

monitored

Additional lnformation

P. O. Drawer N I 224 N. Edwards Street I lndependence, CA 93526
(760l, 878-0292



ALTERNATIVES AND/OR CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION:

Your Board could choose not to approve the Memorandum of Understanding and direct staff to re-

negotiate the terms with the lnyo and the lnyo County Deputy Sheriffs Association (ICDSA). This is not

recbmmended as this agreement was reached based on Board input after several months of

collaborative conversation with ICDSA representatives.

OTHER DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
None.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT:
High Quality Services - Quality County Employees
High Quality Services - High-Quality County Government Services
High Quality Services - Public Safety and Emergency Response

APPROVALS:
Keri Oney
Darcy lsrael
Denelle Carrington
Keri Oney
John Vallejo
Amy Shepherd
Nate Greenberg

Created/lnitiated - 0810512025
Approved - 0810612025
Approved - 0812012025
Approved - 0812612025
Approved - 0812612025
Approved - 0812612025
Final Approval - 0812712025

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 2025 - 2028 Deputy Sheriffs Association Memorandum of Understanding

P. O. Drawer N | 224 N. Edwards Street I lndependence, CA 93526
(7601 878-0292



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between

INYO COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF'S
ASSOCIATION

and

COUNTY OF INYO

July 1,2025 to June 30,2028

202s - 2028 DSA MOU
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COMPREHENSIVE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE COUNTY OF INYO
AND

THE INYO COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF'S ASSOCIATION

July 1 ,2025 to June 30,2028

Section 1 - lntroduction

Article 1 - Recognition

The County of lnyo (hereinafter called the "County") has recognized
the Deputy Sheriff's Association (hereinafter called the "Association") as the
formally recognized employee organization bargaining unit for the purpose
of meeting its obligations under the Myers-Milias-Brown Act, Government
Code 53500, et seq.. when rules, regulations, or laws affecting wages,
hours and other terms and conditions of employment are amended or
changed. This Agreement applies to all employees in the Association bargaining
unit.

Article 2 - Purpose

It is the purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter
referred to as "MOU") to promote and provide for the continuity of operation
and employment through harmonious relations, cooperation and
understanding between management and the employees covered by the
provisions of this MOU; to provide an established, orderly and fair means of
resolving misunderstandings or differences which may arise from the
provisions of this MOU; and to set forth the understanding reached between
the parties as a result of good faith negotiations on the matters set forth

herein.

Article 3 - Non-Discrimination

Section 1: The parties mutually recognize and agree to protect the
rights of all employees hereby to join and/or participate in protected

Association activities, or to refrain from joining or participating in protected

activities, in accordance with Government Code 53500 to $3511.

Section 2: The County and the Association agree that they shall not

discriminate against any employee because of race, color, Sex, age,

national origin, ancestry, political or religious creed, marital status, physical

or mental disability, medical condition or sexual orientation. The County and
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Association shall reopen any provision of this MOU for the purpose of
complying with any final order of a federal or state agency or court of
competent jurisdiction requiring a modification or change in any provision or
provisions of this MOU in compliance with state and federal anti-
discrimination laws.

Section 3. Whenever the masculine gender is used in this
Agreement, it shall be understood to include the feminine gender.

Article 4 - Personnel Rules and Regulations

A. County Personnel Rules and Regulations as adopted by the
Board of Supervisors and all amendments thereto are
incorporated herein.

B. The Department and Association agree to continue implementing
the Department Rules and Regulations as most recently revised.

Article 5 - Membership

Sworn Safety members who are not a Lieutenant, Chief lnvestigator,
Assistant Sheriff, Undersheriff, or the Sheriff are members of DSA.

Article 6 - Merit System Membership

Those positions represented by the Association shall remain part of
the County Merit System, with the terms and conditions of their employment
covered by the Merit System rules, the County of lnyo Personnel Rules and

Regulations and this Memorandum of Understanding.

Section 2 - Salaries / Additional Gompensation

The members of the Association shall be paid every two weeks. The
County will make every effort to see that employees in outlying stations
receive their checks on the last County business day of each pay period.

Article 1 - Salaries

Equity Adjustment:

Effective the first pay period in July 2025, the parties agree to
implement the recommended changes to the salary structure, transitioning
from "Ranges" to "Grades". The parties will adhere to the recommendations
of Evergreen Solutions LLC in determining the appropriate salary grade for
each classification. All employees will be placed into the new structure,
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ensuring that they are brought up to at least the minimum salary step, which
may result in an up or down change to the employee's current step to ensure
there shall be no reduction in an employee's current base wages as a result
of this implementation.

COLA

All salaries shall be adjusted annually on the first pay period in July
by the Cost of Living. Cost of Living shall be determined by the Marchto-
March change of the BLS (Bureau of Labor Statistics) Riverside-San
Bernardino-Ontario Consumer Price lndex. The CAP on the COLA will be
no less than 0% and no more than 4o/o of the Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers.

The salaries of Association members (with said known increases
included) shall be as set forth in Appendix A.

Article2-StepRaises

Merit step raises will become effective on the first day of the month

Article 3 -Work Period

The County has established a 14-day work period under Section 7(k)
of the FLSA. The work period is defined as Thursday at 0001 hours through
the second Wednesday at midnight (one minute after 12 midnight Thursday
through '12 midnight on Wednesday) following for the personnel referenced
immediately above.

Article 4 - Scheduling

A. Regular twenty-eight (28) day work schedules will be posted

seven (7) days prior to the first day of every other work period.

Exceptions may have to be made when emergencies are
determined by the Sheriff or his designated representative.

B. Members subjectto shift rotation shall be rotated on a one (1),

two (2) or three (3) twenty-eight (28) day work period basis.
Rotation is to be through all shifts. Frequency of rotation will be
at the discretion of the Division Commander.

Nothing in this section shall preclude a member from working an
unpopular shift for a period of time greater than the designated
rotation period if:

1. Such schedule and assignment has been mutually agreed
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upon by the member and the Division Commander and;

2. Until the time such shift is requested by another affected
member assigned to the same duty station.

C. Employees on an eight (8) hour daily work schedule will work
five (5) consecutive days, with two (2) consecutive days off.

D. Employees on a four (4) day, ten (10) hour per day work
schedule will work four (4) consecutive days with three (3)

consecutive days off.

E. Employees on a twelve (12) hour per day work schedule will
work six (6) twelve ('12) hour shifts and one eight (8) hour shift
per fourteen (1a) day work period for a total of eighty (80) work
hours.

F. The County Administrator may in his discretion based upon
recommendation from the Sheriff, change work hours and/or
work shifts on a temporary basis .

G. Supervisory Members willwork shifts as assigned by the Division
Commander. Corporal Members shall be entitled to shift rotation
within a period not to exceed six (6) months.

Article 5 - On-Call, Standby and Callout

A. Minimum Call-Out for Sergeant, lnvestigator, Corporal, Deputy

1. ln the event a member is called out to work other than his
regular shift, he will be paid a minimum of three (3) hours
at time and one-half (1.5) for any call-outs regardless of
time required to complete the calls.

2. A Call-Out is constituted by the member being notified of
the detail, making preparation to respond to the detail,
notifying dispatch, forming their unit, they are in service
and en route to the detail.

B. Standby: ln the event that a member is required to remain in his

beat area, on his regularly scheduled day off, or before or
after his regular shift, he shall be paid three (3) hours
straight time pay per eight (8) hour standby period with a

minimum of one (1) hour at straight time pay. Standby time
shall not count as hours worked for purposes of calculating
overtime.
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Standby time will only be used in emergency situations. An
emergency is defined as a National, State or Local
disaster, or an impending immediate danger to the public
peace or safety, or other such specific event as declared
by the Sheriff or his designated representative.

C. On-Call: ln the event that a member is required to remain within
the County, on his regularly scheduled day off, or before
or after his regular shift, he shall be paid three (3) hours
straight time pay per eight (8) hour On-Call period with a
minimum of one (1) hour of straight time pay. On-Call time
shall not count as hours worked for purposes of calculating
overtime.

1. Those appointed to on-call as investigators shall receive
ten (10) hours of straight time at their respective rate of
pay for on-call status pertwo (2) daV weekend. ln the event
of a three (3) day weekend, lnvestigators shall receive
fifteen (15) hours straight time for On-Call status.

2. Corporal/lnvestigators placed into On-Call status shall not
have such compensation count as hours worked for
purposes of calculating overtime.

Call Outs: ln the event an employee is called and physically
responds to work other than his/her regular shift, he/she
will be compensated with a minimum of three (3) hours
overtime (paid at time and one-half t1 5l) regardless of the
time it takes to complete the call-out. Time expended in

excess of three (3) hours will be compensated at time and
one-half (1.5) providing the employee is not on regularly
scheduled work hours.

Should a deputy be called to work early to assist or relieve
a different deputy up to an hour prior to the member's shift
(example: night shift gets called into work at 1725 hours
but was scheduled to work at 1800), that member will be
paid for the full hour at time and one-half (1 5) Should the
member be called into work early between an hour and
three hours prior to the member's shift, he or she shall be
compensated for a three (3) hour call-out at time and one
half (1.5).

D
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These guidelines shall only apply to callouts not scheduled
meetings or events. Members will be compensated at
minimum of one ('l) hour at time and one-half (1 .5).

ln the event an employee is called out by dispatch or a
supervisor but then cancelled prior to physically
responding, member will be compensated for one (1) hour
at time and one-half (1.5).

Article 6 - Overtime and Compensatory Time

A. Overtime will be paid at a rate of one and one-half (1.5) times the
regular wage rate. The rate of overtime shall be paid at the hourly
wage computed on the basis of the monthly salary times twelve
(12) months divided by the number of working hours in a year,
2080 (52 weeks x 40 hours per week = 2080 hours.)

B. Overtime shall be paid as defined in A above after the employee
has completed forty (40) hours of work in a workweek for those
scheduled a 5/8 or 4110workweek, or eighty (80) hours in a work
period for those working a 7K schedule (12-hour schedule).
Hours of work shall not include time scheduled as compensatory
time or holiday leave. Hours of work shall include time off
scheduled as sick leave or vacation leave.

A member may choose to place overtime into the compensatory
time off leave accrual. Compensatory time off accruals shall not
exceed 180 hours (15 days). Compensatory time off shall be
taken with the approval of the Department.

On two (2) occasions (December and July: Prior to the 15th of the
month) an employee may elect to convert compensatory time into
a cash payment, at the rate of pay, including retention incentive
pay, up to a total of 80 hours of accrued compensatory time in a
calendar year. (Example: member elects to convert 30 hours in
July; he or she can only convert 50 in December.)

See Appendix B for guidelines of cash in lieu of

Article 7 - Shift Differential

A. Members assigned to work swing shift shall receive an additional
two and a half percent (2.5o/o) compensation. Shifts designated
as swing, P.M. and evening are the swing shift.

B. Members assigned to work graveyard shift shall receive an
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additional five percent (5%) compensation. Shifts designated as
Graveyard and Night are the graveyard shift.

C. ln the event of an extended shift, the differential on the ovedime
shall be the same as the assigned shift. ln the event overtime is

not connected to an assigned shift, the differential compensation
shall be determined by the shift during which the majority of the
hours are worked.

D. 8-, 10- and 12-hours shifts should be reflected as follows

8-hour shifts
0600-1400 Days
1400-2200 Swings
2200-0600 Graves

1O-hour shifts 12-hour shifts
0600-1600 Days 0600-1800 Days
1600-0200 Swings 1400-0200 Swings
2000-0600 Graves 1800-0600 Graves

Article 8 - Longevity Pay

County agrees to provide the following longevity pay to support
retention:

At year six (6) on the anniversary date the employee will receive a

two percent (2%) increase to the base salary, a one percent (1%) increase
at year seven (7), a one percent (1%) increase at year eight (8) and will

receive a half percent (0.5%) increase every year after until employee
reaches a total of eight percent (8%) and sixteen (16) years of service.

Article 9 - Class "8" License

County will provide a two and one-half percent (2.5%) of base pay

incentive for members, who hold and maintain a Class B driver's license.
Number of positions eligible will be determined by the Sheriff.

Article 10 - Bilingual

The County agrees to compensate members who successfully
demonstrate the ability to provide bilingual services to the public in the
languages designated below shall be compensated as follows:

Spanish I - Those who can communicate with the public will receive
an additional two percent (2o/o) of base pay.

a

Members will be tested on a traffic stop and must be able to obtain
the pertinent information from the subject and effectively
communicate throughout the traffic stop.
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a

a

Spanish I testing shall be administered by Sheriff's Department
Administration at the direction of the Sheriff.

Spanish ll - Those who interview and interrogate will receive an
additional three percent (3%) of base pay.
Members will be tested on a burglary investigation. The member
must demonstrate the ability to communicate with the victim and be
able to obtain all relevant information to conduct a thorough report.

Spanish ll testing shall be administered by Sheriff's Department
Administration at the direction of the Sheriff.

Spanish lll - Those who speak, read and write will receive an

additional five percent (5%) of base pay.

Employees shall receive Spanish lll compensation upon successfully
passing an exam that tests their oral communication skills and
reading and writing ability. This testing procedure shall be

administered by a certification testing service selected by the
County.

Members will be eligible for bilingual compensation the first pay period
following passing the required testing.

Article 11 - Uniforms

A. County agrees to pay a uniform allowance of $2,000 per year for
the cleaning, replacement and maintenance of member's
clothing.

B. This allowance shall be paid per pay period in the amount of
$76.92.

C. All clothing damaged within the course and scope of employment
shall be replaced or repaired at no cost to the member. The
determination of replacement or repair will be made by the
Department. Normal wear and tear of clothing articles is not
included.

D. New employees only will receive a $1000 advancement of
uniform allowance, non-accountable plan, to be paid through
payroll. This $1000 is to come from the current $2,000 annual
payment, whereby a new employee's uniform allowance shall be
reduced for proration of the advance payment to $38.46 per pay

period for the first year of employment.
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Article 12 - Safety Equipment

The County agrees to supply the following safety equipment to new
members. Lateral entries into the department will have the opportunity of
using their own equipment or having the County furnish the equipment to
them. lf members wish to purchase equipment that is not standard issue of
the County, they may do so at their own expense. This equipment will be
replaced on a fair "wear-and-tear" basis as determined by the appropriate
evaluating authority of the lnyo County Sheriffs Department. All equipment
shall meet department approval.

Gun
Holster
Sam Browne belt and accessories
Baton and holder
Handcuff case and handcuffs
Flashlight (batteries and bulb)
Ammunition and holder
Safety helmet
Body armor (ballistic vest)
Parka
Rain gear, jacket and pant protectors
Load Bearing Vest

Ear protectors and shooting glasses will be kept at the various Sheriff
stations to be issued on an as-needed basis. These items will not be issued
individually to each member.

Association agrees to waive all claims for sums expended by its
members to purchase equipment.

Upon separation, the member is responsible for the fair market
replacement cost of any issued item not returned.

Article 13 - Not Applicable

Article 14 - Other Compensation

A. Education lncentive
1. County agrees to compensate Members holding Associate

College Degrees an additional five percent (5%) of the
Member's classification base pay.

2. County agrees to compensate Members holding Bachelor
College Degrees an additional seven and one-half percent
(7.5%) of the Member's classification base pay.

3. County agrees to compensate Members holding Master
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POST
1.

College Degrees an additional ten percent (10%) of the
Member's classification base pay.

Certificate lncentive
County agrees to compensate Members holding an

lntermediate Certificate issued by Peace Officers Standards
and Training (POST) an additional five percent (5%) of the
Member's classification base pay.
County agrees to compensate Members holding an Advanced
Certificate issued by Peace Officers Standards and Training
(POST) an additional ten percent (10%) of the Member's
classification base pay.
County agrees to compensate Members holding a
Supervisors Certificate issued by Peace Officers Standards
and Training (POST) an additionalfifteen percent (15o/o) of the
Member's classification base pay.

2

3

Education and POST incentives are cumulative, however the max
compensation would be fifteen percent (15%) for both POST
certificate/education incentive combined. (Example. if a member has
an advanced POST - ten percent (10%) and Bachelor degree -
seven and a half percenl (7.5o/o) the max incentive would be fifteen
percent t15%l).

Members are eligible for the Education lncentives either at the time
of hire-upon providing verification-or beginning the first pay period

after submitting verification of qualifying education to the Personnel
Department.

Members shall receive POST Certificate pay retroactive to the

beginning of the first pay period following the certificate issuance
date recorded by the California Commission on Peace Officer
Standards and Training (POST).

B. Qualification lncentive
All members who qualify as "Expert" or a higher rating at a quarterly
qualifying shoot will receive a one-time payment of $50. A qualifying

shoot shall be scheduled by the department once each quarter with
a department appointed Range Master. For those members unable
to participate in the designated qualifying shoot due to vacation,
illness or other reason acceptable to the department, the department
may schedule a makeup qualifying shoot. A Member may have only
one attempt to qualify aS "Expert" or higher for this additional
compensation each quarter. The Range Master will designate, in
accordance with department policy, which attempt at the qualifying

shoot will be the "designated qualifying shoot".
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The Range Master must certify to the Sheriff, or his designee, a list
of those members qualifying for this incentive.

C. Canine Pay
Employees who are regularly assigned responsibility or canine
handling and care shall receive ten and one-half (10.5) hours per pay
period paid at the premium rate equal to time and one half (1.5) of
the employee's base hourly rate. Those unit members assigned to
canine duty agree that the above additional hours provided each
week are reasonably necessary to provide for the care and
maintenance of the assigned canine and that these additional "hours

worked" are intended to compensate unit members assigned to
canine duty for all off duty hours spent caring for and maintaining
their assigned canine, in compliance with the FLSA and interpretive
cases and rulings. The assigned K9 handler shall receive this
"Canine Premium Pay" regardless of their compensatory time or
holiday leave.

Employees assigned as canine handlers will be compensated for
traveltime to and from, as well as actualtime spent, attending canine
training with the Department's approved trainer at the premium rate
equal to time and one half (1.5) of the employee's base hourly rate if
the training falls on the canine handlers' normal days off.

D. Resident Deputy Pay
Members assigned to Death Valley, Tecopa and Shoshone as
resident deputies shall receive an additional $600 per month without
deduction for rent/maintenance of County owned housing.

The personnel transferring or assigned to the Tecopa/Shoshone
resident post as described in the MOU who choose to live in
Pahrump, Nevada will receive half the designated resident deputy
pay for Remote Availability Compensation. The employee must
reside within thirty (30) minutes of the County Line.

E. Field Training Pay
County agrees to compensate members assigned as Field Training
Officers. Members assigned as Field Training Officers shall receive
an additional five percent (5%) above base pay. There shall be no
more than six (6) members assigned to the Field Training Officer
program at one time.

F. Search and Rescue Pay
Members who are certified as Search and Rescue personnel shall
receive an additionalfive percent (5%)of the Member's classification
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base pay. Only up to four (4) members can receive the stipend
based on the Sheriff's recommendation.

G. lnstructor Pay
Members who are certified at the direction of the sheriff in the
following routine and consistent positions shall receive an additional
five percent (5%) of the member's classification base pay:

Range Master/Firearm lnstructor (maximum of 4)
Use of Force lnstructor (maximum of 2)
Defensive Tactic lnstructor (Arrest & Control) (maximum of 2)
Taser lnstructor (maximum of 2)
Less Lethal lnstructor (maximum of 2)

Members who are certified at the direction of the sheriff in the
following position shall receive an additional five percent (5%) of the
member's classification base pay:

Driving lnstructor (maximum of 2)

lf a member is assigned by the Sheriff to more than one instructor
assignment, a membershall receive a maximum of five percent (5%)

Article 15 - Special Assignment/Acting/Consecutive Days

A. There will be no special assignments in excess of five (5) days in
any thirty (30) day period out of one's beat area, except in major
emergencies or when requested by the employee.

The term, "specialAssignment," is defined as "an assignment to
an event or post where the member would be required to remain
overnight or in some other way be unable to return home after
duty hours due to some action on behalf of the Department."

Compensation for any assignment out of a member's beat area
shall include travel time commencing from regular duty station
and terminating upon return to regular duty station (e.g', if
member is assigned temporarily from Bishop to Lone Pine,

compensation commences when member checks in at Bishop;
compensation further terminates when the Member returns to
Bishop.) lf member is on special assignment, compensation is not
paid for off-duty time.

B. Member:s assigned duties as Acting Sergeant, Acting lnvestigator
or Acting Corporal for a period of eight (8) calendar days will be
paid at the higher classification, retroactive to the first day worked
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in the acting classification, after the initial eight (8) day period and
until they are no longer assigned to the "Acting" position.

A member placed into an acting position in a class with a higher
salary range will be paid either at the minimum of the new range
or at the nearest higher rate that he would otherwise be entitled.

"Acting Sergeant," "Acting lnvestigator," or "Acting Corporal,"
shall mean an employee assigned by the Sheriff, or his
designated representative, to perform all the duties and assume
full responsibility for the designated position.

C. The scheduling policy is five (5) days on, two (2) days off. During
the course of this MOU, an attempt shall be made to address the
memberships concerns of having rotating days off. To address
this, the following scheduling process may be used if desired by
a majority of effected members within a Division.

Days off shall be distributed throughout the calendar year to equal
the total number of holidays, Saturdays, and Sundays.
Scheduling supervisors shall make every effort to schedule
deputy members in a five (5) day on - two (2) day off format. At
times this becomes impossible (most notably at shift change
rotations and when attending training.) When that occurs, and the
deputy member is scheduled to work a sixth (6th) day in a row:

1. The scheduling supervisor will attempt to assure the
deputy member receives the total number of days off due
for the scheduling period, and

2. For any days scheduled beyond five (5) days (with the
deputy member receiving the correct number of days off
for the scheduling period) the deputy member shall receive
four (4) hours of straight-time pay in addition to his straight-
time pay in addition to his straight-time pay unless the
deputy member is entitled to overtime pay under Section
2, Article 3 for such day, in which case the deputy member
shall only receive overtime pay and shall not receive
additional pay provided for in this section.

This paragraph will not apply if the days scheduled beyond
five (5) days are the result of shift change rotations or
attendance at training.

3. When the deputy member is required to work beyond five
(5) days and does not receive the total number of days off
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required in the scheduling period, the deputy member shall
be compensated as follows:

a. lf the member is entitled to over-time pay under
Section 2, Article 3 forthe day, the member shall
receive that pay plus eight (8) hours of straight-
time; or

b. lf the member is not entitled to over-time pay per

Section 2, Article 3 the member shall be paid

time and one-half (1.5) in addition to their
regular straight time pay.

4. No Deputy member shall be scheduled for a seventh (7th)

day in a row without a Command Officers approval base
on a clear statement of department need.

This modified scheduling is granted by the department at
the request of the Association and during the course of the
MOU may be withdrawn at the request of either the
Department or Association with no explanation, and if
implemented or withdrawn, shall not be grounds for a

grievance. This article may be implemented or withdrawn
on a Division by Division basis, solely at the discretion of
the Department. ln the event this scheduling modification
is withdrawn by either side, the language for this section
reverts back to that of Article 25C of the previous MOU as
follows:

"No member shall be given less than two (2) consecutive
days off in a row in any consecutive seven (7) day period
unless assigned to work overtime; and days off shall be
distributed throughout the calendar year to equal the total
number of the holidays, Saturdays, and Sundays."

Article 16 - Wellness Bonus

The purpose of the lnyo County Wellness Benefit is to improve the
level of health and wellness among DSA members to improve their overall
degree of wellness. The County will reimburse employees up to a
maximum of $500 per calend at year for fitness and wellness activities
during said calendar year payable through payroll. Members seeking
reimbursement shall submit an affidavit on a form provided for by the
County. Activities subject to this wellness bonus are set forth on said
affidavit.

Section 3 - Leave
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Article 1 - Vacation

Accrual rates and use of vacation leave are defined in the County
Personnel Rules and Regulations Manual.

A. The maximum amount of vacation days, which may be accrued,
shall be two hundred and eighty (280) hours.

ln the event an employee would cease accruing vacation
benefits due to the 280-hour cap provided herein, the employee
may continue to accrue vacation benefits so long as (1) the
employee and his Department Head agree that the employee
will take necessary vacation time at a date in the future to bring
the employee below the 280-hour cap; (2) the vacation must be
scheduled and taken by the employee within six months; and
(3) the County Administrator approves the arrangements, which
approvalwill not be unreasonably denied.

Article 2 - Holidays

Association members shall not be entitled to leave (paid day off) for
any holidays but shall instead receive "Holiday Pay" as described in Article
7 below.

Article 3 - Sick

Each employee shall accrue a total of 120 hours of sick leave per year. There is
no limit on the amount of sick leave that may be accrued. Notwithstanding
Personnel Rule 10.10, newly hired employees eligible to accrue sick leave shall
be granted 24 hours of sick leave on their first working day.

Article 4 - Flexible - Not Applicable

Article 5 - Maternity

Personnel Rule 10.2 governs maternity leave

Article6-LeavePool

The County recognizes that the DSA membership has created a sick
leave pool for use by those members who have exhausted all of their
accrued leave (flex, vacation, sick, and CTO) due to a non-industrial illness
or injury. Any DSA member in good standing may request hours from the
sick leave pool by submitting a written request to the DSA Board. Once
approved the DSA president will notify the County Administrative Officer or

B
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designee. An employee may only receive a cumulative total of one hundred
and sixty (160) hours during a twelve-month period. Any exception to this
limitation must be approved in writing by both the Sheriff and County
Administrator Officer or designee.

Any member may donate up to a maximum of ten (10) days or eighty
(80) hours per year of unused sick leave to the sick leave pool.

Any member who separates or retires from the County may donate
any amount of their sick leave balance to the sick leave pool.

Article 7 - Holiday Compensation

ln lieu of receiving leave (paid day off) for holidays, members will be

paid for holidays a total of eight and one-half percent (8.5%) of base pay.

The payment will be paid on each paycheck for a total of 26 pay periods.

Section 4 - Other Benefits

Article 1 - lnsurance

A. Medical
1. County agrees to pay seventy five percent (75o/o) of the

premium of PERS Platinum (employees will be
responsible for twenty five percent (25%) of the premium;
eighty percent (80%) of the premium for PORAC
(employee will be responsible for twenty percent (20o/o) of
the premium); or one hundred percent (100%) of PERS
Gold or Blue Shield EPO. The parties agree to meet and
confer over any changes to Plan names or Plan
configurations by PERS during the life of the MOU.

2. The County will reimburse to those employees opting into
the County's medical coverage one hundred percent
(100%) of the annual medical deductible after the full
deductible per person has been paid up to $1,000.

3. County will pay the following per pay period to each
employee who has other medical coverage and has opted
out of the County's medical plan:

i. Eligible for employee only coverage - $200.00 per
pay period

ii. Eligible for employee plus one coverage - $300.00
per pay period

iii. Eligible for family coverage - $400.00 per pay
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period

An employee receiving medical coverage, in part or fully
funded, through a State or Federally funded program (e.9.
Medi-Cal/Medi-Care/Social Security), is not eligible for the
provisions of this subsection 3.

B. Dental
County agrees to pay 100o/o of the premiums for dental
insurance during the term of this MOU. County agrees to
additional orthodontia benefit for adults and children, 50%
benefit schedule, $1,200 lifetime maximum.

C. Optical.
County agrees to pay 100% of the premiums for optical
insurance during the term of this MOU.

D. Life
County agrees to pay 100o/o of the monthly premium for life
insurance - $20,000 term policy on employee during the term
of this MOU.

E. Short-Term Disability
County will provide all eligible employees with a self-insured
income protection plan for up to one (1) year for non-job-
related disabilities preventing a person from working. County
agrees to pay the premium based on the state disability
program. Any employee denied benefits under this provision
may file a grievance pursuant to Article Xlll of the County
Personnel Rules and may have the matter heard only up to
the level of the County Administrator.

F. Long-Term Disability
County agrees to pay 100% of the insurance premium for
existing Long Term Disability Program for the term of this
MOU.

G. Air Ambulance
The County shall contract with AirMedCare Network to
provide insurance covering the cost of air ambulance
transport from the region to remote treatment facility for the
employee (and their household) so long as they are
employed by lnyo County. The employee may choose to add
on additional items to this insurance offering, including but
not limited to return flight insurance, at their own expense,
through a payroll deduction.
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Article 2 - Retirement Provisions

A. County agrees to provide the 3% at 50 formula PERS retirement
for Safety members for current employees.

L County agrees to pay for half of the member's contribution
for retirement at the rate of 4.5o/o for the 3% at 50 PERS
retirement.

2. The member will pay for the other half of the member's
contribution for retirement at the rate of 4.5o/o for the 3o/o al
50 PERS retirement.

3. PERS benefit to safety employees shall consist of:
a. The "highest year" computation for these

employees will be based on highest one year's
salary.

b. Upon retirement any member may convert up to
three hundred (300) days or two thousand four
hundred (2400) hours accrued unused sick leave to
service credit for retirement purposes.

c. County will pay 50o/o of the member's normal
contributions as employer paid member
contributions (EPMC) and report the same
percentage of compensation earnable as additional
compensation pursuant to Government Code
Sections 20636(cX4) and 20691 . (4.5o/o to be
reported at EPMC).

d. All other provisions as amended in the County
PERS contract.

B. The County agrees to provide allemployees hired before January
1,2013 the 3% at 50 formula PERS retirement for safety
members. The "highest year" computation for these employees
will be based on the single highest paid year of service.

C. County will implement PEPRA as outlined in the law for all new
employees hired after January 1,2013. The current formula is
2.7o/o at 57 for safety members.

D. The County shall implement a revised retiree health benefit plan

as provided for in California Government Code section 22893,
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applicable to employees hired on or after the date on which the
revised retiree health benefit plan is adopted, as soon as
reasonably practicable, but not before June 30, 2026.

Article 3 - Flexible Spending Program

County will pay the administration fee for each employee who
participates in flexible benefit spending program allowed by Section 125 of
the lnternal Revenue Code.

Article 4 - Deferred Compensation

County will provide deferred compensation programs for employees.

Article 5 - Part-time Benefits - Not Applicable

Article 6 - 4014 Retirement Plan (former PORAC Premier Plan)

County agrees to pay $30 per member, per month to a 401a plan for
the term of this MOU.

Section 5 - Policy and Procedures

Article 1 - No Smoking Policy

County and Association agree to a No Smoking policy as a condition
of employment for new hires.

Article 2 -Drug and Alcohol Policy

A. The Association agrees to the County Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Policy as last amended, September, 1991. County agrees that
members are excluded from this policy when duties require they
maintain possession of alcohol or drugs. Except as provided in

the County of lnyo Drug and Alcohol Policy pursuant to the
Department of Transportation (as referenced below), the County
also agrees that members who are required by the department to
undergo an alcohol or drug test as described in the policy will:

1. Be entitled to a second sample and independent analysis of
the second sample; and

2. Be evaluated under County Personnel Rules and Regulations
policies with regard to "probable cause" for drug testing'
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B. The Association also agrees to the County of lnyo Drug and
Alcohol Policy pursuant to the Department of Transportation
Regulations as amended in accordance with the law.

Article 3 - Employee Assistance Program

County will provide an Employee Assistance Program

Article 4 -Travel Pay

County will use the lnternal Revenue Service (lRS) policy regarding
reimbursement of travel pay lf the IRS rates increase, the County
reimbursement rates will increase in the same amount as the IRS rates.

Should the IRS rates decrease or undergo fundamental changes,
renegotiations between the County and the Association on travel pay will

occur.

Article 5 - Tuition Reimbursement

The County agrees to reimburse educational expenses in

accordance with the County of lnyo Employee Training, Continuing
Education and Tuition Assistance Policy (see Appendix C).

Article 6 - Reserved

Article 7 - Mistaken Overpayments

Should any covered employee be overpaid due to any mistake or
inadvertence, the County may recover the amount of overpayment by

subsequent unilateral deduction from the pay of the employee in question
up to not more than the amount of the overpayment. However, not more
than twenty-five percent (25%) of any such employee's net pay shall be

deducted from any one paycheck for this purpose.

Article 8 - Probation Period

All employees considered as laterals will serve a twelve (12) month
probationary period. Employees considered as new hire employees will
serve an eighteen (18) month probationary period or until they have
successfully completed field training whichever is longer. At twelve (12)

months a probationary step increase will be granted if a satisfactory
evaluation is received. All new promotional positions will serve a twelve (12)

month probationary period.
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Article 9 - Departmental Cooperation

A. The Sheriff's Department will allow reasonable space on bulletin
boards for the posting of Association notices and information.

B. The Department will allow the Association to distribute material
through the Department's traffic distribution system.

Article 10 - Personnel Complaints Per Section 832.5 of the
California Penal Code

A. Personnel complaints will be taken as required by law

B. ln those cases where a personnel complaint is of a nature that may
result in disciplinary action as referenced in 53300 through $3311 of
the California Government Code, the Department will request such
complaint be made in writing. lf the complaining party refuses to write
or sign such complaint, such refusalwill be noted in the lnvestigator's
Report along with the reason, if known.

Article 11 - lnternal Affairs

A. This MOU hereby incorporates by reference the provisions of 53300
through 53311 of the Government Code of the State of California,
which Sections are collectively known as the Public Safety Officer's
Procedural Bill of Rights Act.

B. Rights under the Skelly Decision: This MOU hereby incorporates by
reference the holding of the California Supreme Court in SkellV v.

State Personnel Board, 15 CaL3D . 194; 124 CaLRplr. 14,530; P 2d,
774, it being understood that this decision has reference to the
constitutional rights of public employees with respect to punitive and
disciplinary action taken against said employees by management.
Said decision shall be incorporated in this agreement subject to any
and all court decisions, which may modify or alter the decision in any
way.

Article 12 - Court Time

When a member is off duty and is subpoenaed or called to appear in

court, the member will be paid time and one-half (1 .5) for a minimum of four
(4) hours.

A. Actual hours worked shall be credited to hours worked for
purposes of calculating overtime.
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B. ln the event a member becomes subject to a "Call-Out" in
conjunction with court time, only one minimum, either "Call-Out"
or Court Time, compensation will apply.

When a member is off duty and is subpoenaed or called to appear in
court for an arbitration hearing, the member will be paid time as follows:

1. lf a member is required to appear in person on behalf of the
county during arbitration, the member will be compensated a

minimum of four (4) hours at time and one-half (1.5) if on

scheduled time off. lf the member appears telephonically, the
member will be compensated for actual time appearing at time
and one-half (1.5) if on scheduled time off.

2. lf a member is requested to appear in person or telephonically
during arbitration on behalf of the appellant, such member will be
compensated for the actual time appearing at time and one-half
(1.5) hours if on scheduled time off.

Article 13 - Appointment Within Department

An applicant for appointment or promotion in the Sheriff's
Department shall be processed in accordance with the County Merit
System. Whenever possible, promotions through the rank of Sergeant will

be made within the Department.

A. Examinations to be administered using the below listed
procedures:

1. Sergeant's Exam

a. Oral exam only

b. Oral board to consist of no less than three (3) law
enforcement persons of the rank of Lieutenant or
above.

c. No civilian personnel to sit on the oral board with
exception of the District Attorney, Assistant District
Attorney or Deputy District Attorney.

2. lnvestigator Exam

a. Oral exam only.

b. Oral board to consist of no less than three (3) law
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enforcement persons of the rank of Lieutenant or
above.

c. No civilian personnel to sit on the oral board with
exception of the District Attorney, Assistant District
Attorney or Deputy District Attorney.

3. Corporal Exam

a. Oral exam only

b. Oral board to consist of no less than three (3) law
enforcement persons of the rank of Sergeant or
above.

c. No civilian personnel to sit on the oral board with
exception of the District Attorney, Assistant District
Attorney or Deputy District Attorney.

B. Oral Board Guidelines

1. Review of past yearly evaluations

2 Review of past departmental disciplinary action with
candidate allowed reasonable time to explain his
position on such past action.

Past experience of supervision or ability to supervise

Educational accomplishment

C. Job Experience Requirement: A minimum of three (3) years as a
full-time Peace Officer in the State of California, the last two (2)
years of which shall have been with the Inyo County Sheriff's
Department and must possess an lntermediate P.O.S.T.
Certification.

D. Promotional Eligibility List

1. Separate lists shall be maintained for the position of
Corporal, lnvestigator and Sergeant.

2. Lists shall be available for review by all candidates'

Article 14 - Administrative Reorganization

3

4
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lf Department layoffs are required, those having a below-standard
evaluation at last annual evaluation will be laid off first, and, thereafter,
layoffs will be made by seniority.

When the Department rehires after layoffs have occurred, the last
employee laid off will be the first employee rehired.

Article 15 - Transfers

The Sheriff shall notify the membership of all opportunities for
permanent and/or temporary transfers. This notification shall indicate
whether the transfer is permanent or temporary and if temporary the
duration of the assignment. Members interested in the transfer position will
be allowed a minimum of seven (7) business days to respond by memo of
interest for the transfer and must comply with all requests for any r6sum6s
or other supplemental information requested by the Sheriff in order to be
considered for the transfer.

All transfers, permanent or temporary shall first consider any
member(s) desiring to volunteer for the transfer. lf more than one member
volunteers for the transfer, the Sheriff shall consider seniority as the basis
for making the selection to transfer. lf the employee ultimately selected for
the transfer is a member with less seniority than other interested members,
the Sheriff must provide written documentation for his decision to the
County Administrator.

ln the event of an emergency, the Sheriff or his designee may make
temporary transfer assignments not to exceed ninety (90) days in duration.

Article 16 - Seniority

Seniority shall be determined by length of service within a rank. lf
seniority within the rank is not determinative between two or more members
of the same rank, than length of service with the Department shall prevail.

The County shall provide the Association with a list of members
showing each member's department employment date and rank
appointment date.

Section 6-OtherTerms

Article 1 -Authonzed Agents

Authorized agents, for the purpose of administering the terms and
provisions of this MOU shall be:
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A: County:
County Administrator
P.O. Box N
lndependence, CA 93526

B: Association:
President, lnyo County Deputy
Sheriffs Association
P. O. Box 185
Bishop, CA 93514

Article 2 - No Strike - No Lockout

A. The Association, its officers, agents, representatives, and/or
members agree that during the term of this MOU they will not
cause or condone any strike, walkout, slow down, sick out or any
other job action by withholding or refusing to perform services.

B. The County agrees that it shall not lockout its employees during
the term of this MOU. The term "lockout" is hereby defined so as
not to include the discharge, suspension, termination, layoff, and
failure to recall or failure to return to work of employees of the
County in the exercise of its rights as set forth in any of the
provisions of this MOU or applicable ordinance or law.

C. Any employee who participates in any conduct prohibited in
Section 1 above may be subject to disciplinary action up to and
including discharge.

D. ln the event that any one or more officers, agents,
representatives, or members of the Association engage in any of
the conduct prohibited in paragraph A of this article above, the
Association shall immediately instruct any persons engaging in

such conduct that their conduct is in violation of this MOU and is
unlawful and they must immediately cease engaging in conduct
prohibited in Section 1 above, and return to work.

Article 3 - Emergency Waiver

ln the event of circumstances beyond the control of the County, such
as acts of God, fire, flood, insurrection, civil disorder, national emergency,
or similar circumstance, if the County Administrative Officer or his designee
so declares, any provision of this MOU, the Personnel Rules or resolutions
of the County which restricts the County's ability to respond to these
emergencies shall be suspended for the duration of such emergency. After
the emergency is declared over, the Association shall have the right to meet
and confer with the County regarding the impact on employees of the
suspension of these provisions in the MOU and any personnel rules and
policies.
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Article 4 - Re-Opener Clause

The County and DSA agree to a reopener for changes to the
Personnel Rules that are not directly addressed by the terms of this MOU.

Article 5 - Organizational Rights and Responsibilities

Section 1. Dues Deductions - The County shall deduct for dues, on a
regular basis, from the pay of all employees in the classifications and
positions recognized to be represented by the Association, who voluntarily
authorize such deduction, in writing, on a mutually agreed upon form to be
provided for this purpose. The County shall remit such funds to the
Association within thirty (30) days following their deduction.

Section 2. lndemnification - The County will not be responsible or liable for
any claims, causes of action, or lawsuits arising out of the deductions or
transmittal of such funds to the Association, except the intentional failure of
the County to transmit to the Association monies deducted from the
employees pursuant to this Article.

Section 3. DSA Release Time

A. The Department will allow the on-duty officers of the
Association (President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer) to attend to Association business on duty, conducted
in a reasonable manner and for a reasonable amount of time,
not to exceed two (2) hours at any one time.

On-duty members of the Association may attend Association
meetings within their beat areas for a reasonable amount of
time, not to exceed two (2) hours at any one time.

C. The conduct of Association business while on duty will not
excuse any member from the duties imposed on the Sheriff and
his deputies by Federal, State, or Local law, nor from any act or
omission contrary to the rules and resolutions, orders, either
written or verbal, and policy of the Department and the County
of lnyo.

Article 6 - Separability

Should any section, clause or provision of this MOU be declared
illegal by final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction or invalid by

CaIPERS, such invalidation of such section, clause or provision shall not

invalidate the remaining portions thereof, and such remaining portions shall

remain in full force and effect. Upon such invalidation, the pafties agree
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immediately to meet and confer on Substitute provisions for such parts or
provisions rendered or declared illegal or an unfair labor practice.

Article 7 - Sole and Entire Memorandum of Understanding

A. lt is the intent of the parties hereto that the provisions of this MOU
shall supersede all prior agreements and memoranda of
agreement or memoranda of understanding, or contrary salary
and/or personnel resolutions, oral or written, expressed or
implied, between the parties and shall govern the entire
relationship and shall be the sole source of any and all rights
which may be asserted hereunder. This MOU is not intended to
conflict with federal or state law.

B. The parties acknowledge that the Board of Supervisors will adopt
this agreement by resolution and that said resolution shall remain
in full force and effect during the life of this Memorandum of
Understanding.

Article 8 - Term of MOU

This Memorandum of Understanding shall continue and be in full
force and effect until June 30, 2028 or until the negotiations for a

comprehensive MOU between the County and Association for the period

beginning July 1 , 2028 have concluded, whichever is later. For purposes
of this Article, negotiations are concluded when (1) the County and
Association enter into a comprehensive MOU for the period beginning July
1,2028 or (2) either County or Association declares impasse with regard to
negotiation for a comprehensive MOU for the period beginning July '1 ,2028.
The County will provide each employee represented by the Association a
copy of this and all subsequent MOUs.

Article 9 - Equity Reductions

Recognizing that furloughs do not have the same desired budgetary
effect in the Sheriff's Department as it does in other departments, the DSA
agrees to open the MOU to identify and implement reductions that have
equal impacts on DSA employees as those agreed to by other County
bargaining units, as a group, up to a maximum of the equivalent of ten (10)

days of sick leave buy back per year. lf the reductions agreed to by other
bargaining groups are in excess of the equivalent of ten (10) days sick leave
buy back, County and DSA agree to meet and confer on the impacts over
and above ten (10) days.

Article 10 - Ratification and Execution
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The County and the Association acknowledge that this
Memorandum of Understanding shall not be in full force and effect until
ratified by the Association and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Inyo.

Subject to the foregoing, this Memorandum of Understanding is
hereby executed by the authorized representatives of the County and
Association, and entered into as of this 2^o1 day of &leUhuQa25.

Tim Noonan Scott Marcellin
President lnyo County Deputy Sheriff's Chairperson lnyo County Board of
Association Supervisors
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Appendix A
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CouNTY oF lNYo

CASH IN LIEU OF LEAVE HOURS POLICY- APPENDIX B

ELIGIBILITY:
Requirements for obtaining eligibility to receive cash in lieu of compensatory (comp) hours are set
forth in "Article 3 - Overtime and Compensatory Time" of the Deputy Sheriff's Association (DSA)

MOU or Resolution, and may include:

A. The employee's hire date and type of employment
B. The employee's position classification.
C. The number of cumulative hours earned.
D. Maximum amount of compensatory hours for cash out

ELECTION PROGESS:
As to employees covered by the MOU that adopt the County's policy, of Constructive Receipt the
following conditions shall apply:

A. To cash out leave, an employee must make an irrevocable election to cash out leave in
the calend ar year proceeding taxable calendar year in which the leave is cashed out.

B. Elections will be processed each calendar year during the Benefits Open Enrollment
period for employees hired prior to that open enrollment period (September-November)
during which time an employee will have the opportunity to make an irrevocable election
of cash in lieu of leave hours for hours scheduled to accrue in the next taxable calendar
year.

C. All elections must be received and recorded by the Auditor-Controller's Office on or
before December 31't of the calendar year preceding the taxable calendar year accrual
and cash out period (taxable pay periods between January 1 and December 31).

D. Employees hired after December 31't shall not be eligible to elect a purchase untilthe
next calendar year.

E. DSA Employees: Employees exercising the cash out option must contain at least the
number of hours of comp leave banked that they wish to buy back.

F. On two (2) occasions (December and July: Prior to the 1Sth of the month) an employee
may elect to conved compensatory time into a cash payment, at the rate of pay, including
retention incentive pay, up to a total of 80 hours of accrued compensatory time in a

calendar year. (Example: member elects to convert 30 hours in July; he or she can only

convert 50 hours in December). The scheduled date is available at the Auditor-
Controller's Office, Payroll.

G. lf an employee elects into the Cash in Lieu Program for the July payment and does not
qualify based on hours available, the request for cash out will carry over to the December
payment.

H. lf an employee elects into the Cash ln Lieu Program and does not qualify, Payroll will
notify them that no payment will be processed.

l. Employees ineligible to receive cash in lieu of leave hours must wait for the next open

enrollment cycle to perform another election to purchase.



PAYROLL SERVICES
ELECTION / DEDUCTION AUTHORIZATION
CASH IN LIEU OF LEAVE HOURS 2026
Return completed form to: Auditor-Controller

CouNTY oF lNYo

ELECTTON TO RECEIVE CASH lN LIEU OF LEAVE HOURS - Deputy Sheriff's Association (DSAI

To be eligible to receive cash in lieu of leave hours, an employee must first submit an irrevocable
written election by December 31, 2025. Employees who are eligible for cash in lieu of leave hours

and do not make an affirmative election by the end of the preceding calendar year shall be deemed

to have irrevocably elected not to redeem leave hours for pay in the subsequent calendar year.

Payment of the cash in lieu will be made in July 2026 and December 2026.

tr I elect to receive cash in lieu of leave hours for calendar year 2026.

By doing so, I may receive additional, taxable compensation (cash in lieu). This
amount, if any, will be determined based on qualifying factors as stipulated under the
applicable collective agreement/individual contract and pursuant to County of lnyo
and Auditor- Controller's Office Administrative policies and procedures.

The number of hours I am electing to receive as cash in lieu of leave hours during
calendar year 2026.

July Payment: Enter the number of elected hours
December Payment: Enter the number of elected hours

(in the event that hours are unavailable at the July Payment, the election will carry
over to the December Payment up to the maximum cash out of eighty (80) hours)

tr I waive my right to receive cash in lieu of leave hours for calend ar Year 2026
By doing so, I understand this is irrevocable for calendar year 2026'

EMPLOYEE SIGNATURE DATE DEPARTMENT

PRINTED NAME

FOR AUDITOR.GONTROLLER USE ONLY
Employee qualifies to purchase cash in lieu of hours for calendar year 2026,

ln the amount of: Form Received:

Enpprou"o

Reason.

EDisquatified
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COUNTY OF INYO
EMPLOYEE TRAINING, CONTINUING EDUCATION

AND TUITION ASSISTANCE POLICY

STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the policy of the County of lnyo to encourage training, self-improvement and personal

development programs for employees which includes three (3) general categories: on-

the-job training; continuing education, and tuition assistance programs. ln its discretion,

the County may provide limited financial assistance in the form of tuition assistance loans

for a given employee's participation in an education program.

oN-THE-lOB TRAINING

Responsibility for developing and assigning on-the-job training programs for employees

shall be assumed jointly by the Department Head, Personnel staff, and the employee's

supervisor. Such training may include demonstration, assignments of reading matter,

lecture courses; seminars, conferences, and,/or training courses inside and outside the

workplace, or such other devices as may be available for the purpose of improving the

effectiveness in broadening the knowledge of employees in the performance of their

respective duties. All on-the-job training shall be assigned or otherwise approved in

advance by the County and the cost of on-the-job training will be paid by the County.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Employees who, as a job requirement of their current employment, must utilize

certifications or licenses which require renewal or continuing education will have the cost

of doing so paid by the County. The time associated with participating in the continuing

education program will count as time worked. The continuing education program, course,

lnvo Countv Board of Supervisors Approved - September 27, 2018
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or class required to renew certificate or license, and associated use of time and travel

expense, must be approved in advance by the County, and are expected to be planned in

advance of the deadline for acquiring them, and achieved using the most cost-effective

means available. The County will not provide reimbursement for continuing education

activities and associated costs not approved in advance by the County. Nothing in this

policy shall be construed as limiting an employee's ability to select and attend a

continuing education program, certificate, license renewal course, or class of his or her

choice, at their expense and on their time

TUITION ASSISTANCE

Personal and professional development of employees can be beneficial to both employees

and the County. ln this regard, the County understands that some employees on their own

initiative and on their own time (outside of work), may wish to voluntarily pursue advanced

education programs leading to college degrees, certificates, or professional licenses.

_Although pursuit of such education programs is not mandated bythe Countyfor employees,

the County recognizes that an employee's attainment of a degree, certificate, or professional

license that is not a job requirement for their current employment may be a benefit to the

County. As such, in accordance with eligibility criteria described below and subject to

available funding, the County may provide limited financial assistance to employees in the

form of tuition assistance loans that may be satisfied over time through continued County

employment.

ELIGIBILITY FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE

To be considered for the Tuition Assistance Program, an individual must be a full-time employee

and have received a performance evaluation of "Meet Standards", "Exceeds Standards", or

"Exemplary" during the most recent rating period. Probationary employees are generally not

eligible to be considered for tuition assistance except in the case of probation due to

promotional reclassification. The County Administrator/Personnel Director may make

exceptions; in his/her sole discretion based upon the potential benefit to the County, for newly

hired employees who are already participating in an advanced education program.

lnvo Countv Board of Supervisors Approved - September 27,2018
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ln addition, the advanced education program or course(s) must be employment related, a benefit

to the County, and be provided through an accredited educational institution. Conferences,

conventions, seminars, workshops, short courses, etc. are not eligible for Tuition Assistance

Program. Attendance at these types of events will typically be handled at the department level.

Programs in specific courses of study that do not result in a degree or certificate may be pursued

on a case-by-case basis through on- the-job training.

The advanced education program or course(s) must be pursuecJ on the employee's personal

time and shall not interfere with the employee's normal workday, and is not considered

compensable time. Any scheduling impacts with the employee's job related duties and

responsibilities must have prior approval from the employee's supervisor or Department

Head, and utilize compensatory time off (or accrued leave other than sick leave) or a flexed

work schedule.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND ASSISTANCE PLAN

L" PRE-APPROVAL REQUIREMENT

To participate in the Tuition Assistance Program, an employee must be accepted into the

course of study for which he/she is seeking tuition assistance, complete an application

provided by the Personnel Office, and submit the completed and signed application to

the Department Head. The Department Head reviews the application, and provides a

recommendation for approval or denial based on whether the employee meets the

eligibility requirements, and if the Department Head believes the proposed course of

study is relevant to the employee's current job or professional development, or will

otherwise benefit or meet the needs of the County. The Department Head may consult

with the County Administrator/Personnel Director regarding County needs, if

necessa ry.

Regardless of his or her recommendation, the Department Head must forward the

employee's completed application for the Tuition Assistance Program to the County

Administrator/Personnel Director who, in his or her sole discretion, will determine the

employee's eligibility to participate in the Program in accordance with the criteria

outlined in this Policy and his/her understanding of the needs of the County; and, if

eligible, approves the employee's participation in the Tuition Reimbursement Program

lnvo Countv Board of Supervisors Approved - September 27, 2O1B
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and the associated level of reimbursement based on available funding in the selected

course of study.

lf an employee is pursuing a degree program, the entire course of study must be

submitted as part of the application. Only those courses within the degree program that

are employment related, as determined by the County Administrator fPersonnel Director,

are eligible to be considered for assistance. Required versus elective courses will be taken

into account in this evaluation. Advanced degrees beyond the Masters level are not

eligible for this program.

2. CRITERIA

a. Employment Related

Eligibility for tuition assistance will be primarily based on the relevance for the

employee's duties and responsibilities at the County, in the context of how the

course of study will improve the employee's knowledge or skills as it relates to

his/her current position, or to prepare him/her for a higher position within the

organization. Course electives which are part of the degree program

curriculum, and are chosen by the employee, and are relevant to the

employee's current duties and responsibilities and/or professional

development as a County employee, may be considered for assistance. The

final decision on eligibility for assistance and acceptance into the program will

be made by the County Administrator/Personnel Director in his/her sole

discretio n.

b. Assistance (Loan Agreement)

Once accepted in the Tuition Assistance Program, an employee will be eligible

to enter into a tuition loan agreement (promissory note) with the County on

terms and conditions specified in the agreement, which will be approved as to

form by County Counsel. Among other things, the agreement will provide for

the County to loan the employee monev toward agreed-upon tuition expenses

up to a maximum dollar amount specified in the agreement and within the

maximum rates/schedule specified by this Policy. Among other things, the

agreement will specify the interest rate applicable to the loan, the term for

repayment, and the minimum monthly payments which shall be forgiven under

the terms of the agreement for each month that the employee remains

lnvo Countv Board of Supervisors Approved - September 27,2018
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employed with County, beginning with the first month thereafter the employee

draws upon the loan as described below. The employee will be permitted to

draw down funding from the authorized loan amount over time toward

approved tuition expenses after submission of satisfactory evidence that the

course work associated with the tuition has been successfully completed with

at least a grade of C, and provided that the employee has a minimum 2.0 GPA,

at an accredited educational institution. Grades are determined by the

educational institution. Subject to the maximum rate/schedule set forth in this

Policy (see below) and the maximum dollar amounts of individual loan

agreements, loan funds can potentially cover up to one hundred percent

(1"00%) of tuition, however, no loan funds will be made available for any course

which the employee has not received a minimum C grade (i.e. not C minus or

lower). Additionally, the classes taken on an audit basis are not eligible for

tuition assistance.

Assista nce Rate/Sched u le

i. Link to State tJniversity Fee- The maximum amount of loan agreement

funds that will be made available for tuition will be set at the highest

cost per unit at inland California State University campuses within the

So uthe rn Ca lifo rn ia a rea. Cu rre ntly, th ese ca m p uses in clud e:

Bakersfield, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Los Angeles, Northridge,

Pomona and San Bernardino. The Personnel Office will monitor the

State University fee annually to ensure that the assistance rate is

current in determining the per unit cost of tuition, the tuition cost for up

to six units will be divided into the total cost (for example, the FY 2016-

2017 Tuition is $3,174 for up to six units, the per unit cost is SSZS per

u nit. )

Subject to Available Funding- Tuition Assistance Program funding will be

limited to the Program budget approved by the lnyo County Board of

Supervisors as part of the annual County Budget process. Generally,

dollars budgeted for each fiscal year will be available on a first-come,

first- served basis, with existing tuition loan agreements being

prioritized for funding over new applications. ln accordance with the

terms and conclitions specified in the tuition loan agreement, the

lnvo Countv Board of Supervisors Approved - September 27 ' 2018
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County will determine the amount of budgeted funds available in a

given fiscal year for the employee to draw against for approved tuition

expenses, and will earmark (reserve) a portion of the budgeted funds for

that purpose.

iii. Grants/Scholarships - lf an employee receives assistance for approved

educational classes/programs under the Veterans Administration, other

federal/state student aid programs or public grantsfscholarships, only the

difference, if any, between such assistance and the cost the employee

actually incurs, subject to the criteria established for maximum

reimbursement, will be eligible for County assistance under this Policy.

iv. use of Funds - The purpose of the Tuition Assistance Program is to fund

a portion of the cost of tuition for an approved course of study at an

accredited institution. However, to the extent that the County Tuition

Assistance Program funds are drawn down upon the completion of an

approved course of study or discrete class, with a qualifying grade, and

in accordance with the approved program application, the maximum

rate/schedule specified by this Policy, and the tuition loan agreement,

the employee may, in his/her sole discretion, apply funds to the cost of

books, materials, supplies, fees for entrance to a university program, or

similar expenses.

STEPS FOR PARTICIPATING IN TUITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Employee completes a County provided Tuition Assistance Program application and

submits it to the Department Head for review. The employee must submit the application

to participate in the Tuition Assistance Program for review at least sixty (60) days prior to

the beginning of the course of study, but no sooner than the first day of April preceding

the fiscal year for which application is being made to the Tuition Assistance Program. As

provided for in the Tuition Assistance Program application, the employee must provide a

1

tnvo Countv Board of Supervisors Approved - September 27.2018
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detailed explanation of the course(s) and how the degree and/or course(s) related to the

employee's professional development benefit the County of lnyo.

The Department Head reviews a signed application for completeness, and provides a

recommendation for approval or denial based on whether the employee meets the

eligibility requirements, and if the Department Head believes the proposed course of

study is relevant to the employee's current job or professional development, or will

otherwise benefit or rneet the needs of the County. The Department Head will consult

with the County Administrator/Personnel Director regarding County needs, if necessary.

Regardlessof hisorherrecommendation,the DepartmentHeadforwards the signed and

completed application to the County Administrator/Personnel Office for review and

co nside ratio n.

Upon receiving complete applications , including the Department Head's

recommendation, the County Administrator/PersonnelOffice will consider applications

on a first-come first-served basis and, in his or her sole discretion will determine the

employee's eligibility to participate in the Program in accordance with the criteria

outlined in this Policy and his/her understanding of the needs of the County; and, if

eligible, approves the employee's participation in the Tuition Reimbursement Program

and the associated level of reimbursement based on available funding and selected

course ofstudy.

Approval or modified approvals of applications for participation in the Tuition Assistance

Program will be conditioned on budget availability, and final approval may not be made

until adoption of the Final County Budget for the fiscal year in which application to the

Tuition Assistance Program is made. Funding will be allocated in the order in which

approved or modified applications were received. However, in the event that the number

of applications received exceeds the available funding if all were fully funded, funding may

be based on those applications that are deemed to provide the greatest potential benefit

to the County and may be funded on a limited term basis (e.g. a semester as opposed to a

degree program.) Employees already enrolled in an approved degree program in the prior

year's Tuition Assistance Program, which maintain a 2.0 or higher GPA will be given top

priority for continued funding (based on seniority in the Tuition Assistance Program) if

their application is received by April 1- preceding the fiscal year for which application for

continued participation in the Tuition Assistance Program is made.

3

4.
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Once accepted in the Tuition Assistance Program, the employee will be eligible to enter

into the tuition loan agreement (promissory note) with the County on terms and

conditions specified in the agreement, which will be approved as to form by County

Counsel. See the discussion above under "application process."

Upon successful completion of a course that has been approved for tuition assistance

under the Program and pursuant to their tuition loan agreement, the employee forwards a

copy of their official grade reports, and original tuition receipts to the Personnel Office

with a request to draw down their loan. The employee must submit, with each grade

report, a separate tuition assistance (loan) approval/acceptance form per semester,

trimester or quarter.

Request to draw against the loan amount specified in an employee's tuition loan

agreement for an approved course must be submitted by the employee within three {3)

months after completion of the course(s), but not later than the 3L't day of July

following the fiscal year in which the course was successfully completed. Request to

draw against the loan amount specified in the employee's tuition loan agreement which

are submitted after the three {3) month specified deadline, or after July 31st, whichever is

less, will not be considered or approved by the Personnel Office.

7
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