
In the Rooms of the fuard of Supewircrs
County of Inyo, State of California

I, HEREBy CERTIFY, that at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Inyo, State of

California, held in their rooms at the County Administrative Center in Independence on the 3'd day of March 2026 an order was duly

made and entered as follows

Planning
Department -
General Plan
Amendment/
Reso. #2026-08

planning Director Cathreen Richards provided a presentation on General Plan Amendment

(G PA) 2025-061 Envi ron me nta I J ustice Eleme nt.

The Chairperson opened the public hearing at 11:15 a.m. and asked if there was anyone

wishing to provide comment. Public comment was received from Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone

Tribe Environmental Director Mel Joseph. The Chairperson closed the public hearing at 1 1:18

a.m.

Moved by Supervisor Wadelton and seconded by Supervisor Marcellin to approve Resolution

No. 202d-0S, tiiled, "A Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of lnyo, S^tate of

California, Certifying that the Provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Have Been Met and Making Certain Findings to Respect to and Approving General Plan

Amendment No. 2025-06/lnyo County - Environmental Justice Element," and authorize the

Chairperson to sign. Motion carried unanimously.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Board this 3''d

Day of March, 2026

DAVID FRASER
Clerk ofthe Board ofSuPervisors
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Purchasing
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Auditor
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AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM

March 3,2026
Reference lD:

2026-70

Public Hearing and Resolution Adopting General Plan
Amendment 2025-06/Environmental Justice Element

Planning DePartment
ACTION REQUIRED

ITEM SUBMITTED BY
Cathreen Richards, Planning Director

ITEM PRESENTED BY
Cathreen Richards, Planning Director

RECOMMENDED AGTION:
Receive a presentation from staff regarding General Plan Amendment (GPA) 2025-o6lEnvironmental

Justice Element; conduct a public hearing;-provide comments; and approve Resolution No.2026-08,
tifled, "A Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of lnyo, State of California, Certifying that

the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Have Been Met and Making Certain

Findings to Respect to and Approving General Plan Amendment No. 2025-06llnyo County -
Environmental Justice Element," and authorize the Chairperson to sign.

BACKGROUND' SUMMARY' JUSTIFICATION :

Staff has prepared an Environmental Justice (EJ) Element (Attached) for incorporation_into the General
ptan in accordance with Senate Bill 1OO0 (SB 1000) and California Government Code S65302(h). SB

1000 mandates that jurisdictions with identified disadvantaged communities (DACs) incorporate

environmentaljustice policies into their general plans, either as a standalone element or integrated into

other elements.

Although lnyo County does not contain any DACs as defined by CaIEPA and verified using

CalEnrTiroScreen mapping tools (see Section 10.1 of the EJ Element), the County has proactively

developed this element to address equity, health, and environmental concerns for all communities'

Furtheimore, HCD required the completion of this EJ Element for certification of the County's Sixth Cycle

Housing Element Update.

More importantly, the vast majority of the policies, goals, and implementation measures required by SB

1000 are already embedded within the County's existing General Plan. This EJ Element consolidates,

references, and supplements those existing provisions, ensuring statutory

compliance while enhancing clarity and public accessibility.

During the workshops provided to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors throughout the

late simmer and fail oi ZOZS, staff received comments and has altered and added the following

provisions to section 10.3 Food Access found on page 9 of 38 paragraph 3

sentences 5, 6 and 7: "There are smaller markets in the Bishop, Big Pine and Lone Pine areas.

However, there are other smaller communities which have much less to no option for access to fresh

healthy food, which tends to be overpriced when available. For example, the south-eastern areas of lnyo
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County have no existing markets."

Additionally, staff determined another provision needed to be added to the Safe and Sanitary Housing

Section of ihe Environmental Justice Element. This provision is as follows and can be found in Section

10.5 Safe & Sanitary Housing on page 24 of 38'. Policy PSU-8.1 Fire Protection for New

Development.

Summary of EJ Element Content
The EJ Element begins with discussion of environmentaljustice and required components, then

discusses the noneiistence of DACs, and then consolidates and expands upon policies already present

in the General plan and organizes them within the EJ Element under the following major focus areas to

comply with Government Code 565302(h).

1. Environmental Justice Discussion - page 1 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element

The concept of Environmental Justice originally focused on environmental contamination and

degradation. Over time the objectives and goais of Environmental Justice expanded to include such

toplcs as physical activity, fooi access andpublic participation in the governmental decision-making

process in oider to create and sustain a healthy living environment for everyone. Under this expansion

balifornia has adopted several laws and programs to promote Environmental Justice and its

implementation. Under California Government Code g65040.12(e) Environmental Justice is defined as:

"the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of people of all races, cultures, incomes, and national

origins, with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental

laws, regulations, and Policies."
Subseqiently, lawmakers passed Senate Bill (SB) 1000 in 2016in orderto integrate Environmental

Justice concepts and objectives into the planning process and making it mandatory_to address and apply

them to DACs. SB 1000 was further codified in California Government Code S65302(h) which requires

the following Environmental Justice components in the jurisdiction's General Plan if it contains one or

more DACs:
1. ldentification of Disadvantaged Communities
2. Policies to reduce exposure to pollution and improve air quality

3. Policies to promote public facilities
4. Policies to improve food access
5. Policies to promote safe and sanitary housing
6. Policies to promote physical activity
7. Policies to reduce unique or compounded health risks
8. Policies to promote civic engagement in public decision-making
9. Policies to prioritize improvements and programs.

2. Disadvantages Communities (DACs) Discussion - page 4 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element

A DAC is defined in the California Government Code 565302 (h)(1) as:
,,an area identified by the California Environmental Protection Agency Pursuant to Section 3971 1 of the

Health and Safety Cbde or an area that is a low-income area that is disproportionately affected by

environmental pollution and other hazards that can lead to negative health effects, exposure, or

environmental deg radation. "

To determine the location of DACs the use of CalEnviroScreen and its pollution burden data layers is an

effective identification mapping tool. CalEnvironScreen was developed by California Environmental
protection (CalEpA) and is th6 tool used to determine the existence of DACs for environmental justice

purposes. ln viewing lnyo County in CalEnvironScreen and taking into consideration CaIEPA's

identification of DACs, it is demonstrated lnyo County has no DACs.

However, as discussed above and is detailed below, lnyo County has taken steps to address the

Environmental Justice topics although there are no identified DACs in the county. ln doing so, lnyo

County is being proactive in addresiing these issues to prevent pollution impacts on any community.

3. Air Quality (Section 10.2) - page 6 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element
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Air quality issues are addressed throughout the lnyo County General Plan, which also includes

cooperation with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD), the entity overseeing

air quality enforcement in the region. The existing General Plan includes numerous provisions that

regulate FHrt-t O emissions, contiol dust during construction, and monitor development impacts on

re!ional air quality. The EJ Element's Air Quality section supplements this framework by introducing

cliirate adaptation strategies that align with emerging state priorities. These include the incorporation of

clean transportation metliods-such as public transit and carshare programs-and requirements for

climate-resilient building materials, including cool roof technologies. These additional strategies are

designed to minimize e-missions from new development and promote long-term regional sustainability.

4. Food Access (Section 10.3) - page 9 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element

lnyo County's ruial setting presentslnique challenges for access to affordable, nutritious food,

particularty'in smaller and more remote communities. The General Plan already supports agricultural

ianO preservation and the development of neighborhood-serving retail services. This Food Access

section builds on this by recognizing the gaps in food availability and proposing zonin.g revisions to

support the creation of tommunity gardens and farmers markets. lt also promotes policies that

encourage the development of n6attny food establishments, particularly in areas dominated by fast food

or convenience store options. Additionally, this section emphasizes the importance of public education

on nutrition, County support for mobile food vendors, and expanded transit options to improve access to

grocery stores, particutarty for seniors and low-income residents. These approaches provide an adaptive,

6quity-focused irame*or( for improving food access without reliance on traditional DAC designations.

5. public Heatth (Section 10.4) - page 15 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element

The public Health section acknowledges that a healthy population depends on more than access to

healthcare; it depends on the quality of the physical and built environment. The existing General Plan

already addresses core public heanh concerni through water quality policies, housing safety standards,

emergency response planning, and transportation strategies. These policies are located in various

elemlnts in the Geneial ptan]including the Safety Element, the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation
plan (MJHMP), and the Housing Element. This Public Health section incorporates these policies and

further enhances them by defining key public health terms such as 'health" and "health equity" and

expanding policies to promote wa]taOte communities, mixed-use development, and inclusive design for

seniors aid peopte wiih disabilities. Together, these policies establish a comprehensive foundation for

preventing environmental health risks and promoting long-term community well-being.

6. Safe & Sanitary Housing (Section 10.5) - page 21 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element

The General plan's Housiig Element and Land Use Element already contain a lroad range of policies

aimed at improving housing conditions, increasing affordability, and ensuring safe living environments.

These include poti-cies to eliminate substandard hbusing, provide adequate sites for development, and

encourage energy efficiency and code enforcement. The Safe & Sanitary Housing_ section of the EJ

ElemenGnhances this commitment by focusing on the unique needs of "Legacy Communities"-
historically underserved, rural settlements that lack basic infrastructure or public services. The EJ

Element iommits the County to pursuing upgrades in these communities, including road repair,

broadband expansion, and improvements to water and wastewater systems. This approach ensures that

the needs of vulnerable communities are explicitly considered and addressed in both planning and

implementation processes.

7. pubtic Facitities (Section 10.6) - page 27 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element

Access to reliable and equitabte'puOtiCtacilities is a key driver of environmentaljustice and quality of life.

The General plan addresses this comprehensively, wiih policies on schools, parks, utilities, public safety,

and transportation infrastructure. These provisions are reflected in the General Plan Land Use,

Circulation and Safety Elements. The Public Facilities section of the EJ Element reiterates these

commitments and adis new policies to support the development of on-site renewable energy systems,

promote participation in broadband infrastructure initiatives (such as the Digital 395 project), and

encourage the integration of climate resilience into public facility planning. Special attention is also given

to hazard avoidance, ensuring that vulnerable populations are not placed in harm's way. These efforts

reinforce the County's goal oiproviding inclusive and adaptive public services for all communities.
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8. Recreation (Section 10.7) - page 33 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element
physical activiiy is essentiaito'public health, and access to recreational resources is a central

environmentaljustice concern. The General Plan includes provisions that support open space

preservation, access to public lands, scenic highway protection, and the development of trails and active

iransportation networks.'These policies promote walkability, reduce dependence on ve.hicle use, and

encourage interaction with the natural environment. The EJ Element's Recreation section expands on

these effirts by introducing strategies for enhancing scenic view corridors and encouraging aesthetically

compatible development aiong sc6nic routes. These policies support physical activity as a public health

goal and reinforce the Countyb identity as a place of natural beauty and outdoor opportunity.

9. Civic Engagement (Section 10.8) - page 35 of 38 of the Environmental Justice Element
public partilipltion is a long-standing cornerstone of lnyo County's planning framework. The General
plan incorpoiates numeroui policieJrequiring public input through workshops, advisory committees, and

partnerships with tribal governments, local organizations, ?!d regional stakeholders. Policies GOV-2.1

ind GOV-2.2 emphasiz-e collaborative planning, while the Housing Element inclldes several programs to

engage property owners, renters, deveiopers, and underserved groups. The EJ Element's Civic
gnlabement section supports ongoing outreach through other General Plan processes and commits the

Counly to transparency, i'nclusiveness-, and community-driven planning. ln this regard, the EJ Element

does not create a new'participation process but strengthens and affirms the processes already currently

existing and the role of the public in shaping local planning outcomes.

lnyo County has a strong history of incorporating public input into its long-range planning efforts. The

prnti" partilipation comionent nas neen, and continues to be, met through a variety of established

planning processes. As an example, the County has engaged the public during the development of key

documelnis, including the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, the Housing Element Update, the

County Wildfire Protection Plan and Community Wildfire Protection Plans, the Renewable Energy

General Plan Amendment, and the Residential lnfill Project. These projects have relied on workshops,

surveys, public meetings, interagency coordination, and stakeholder engagement to ensure community

needs are reflected in County policies.
ln fact, he Environmental Juitice Element Workshops previously held for comment and feedback on this

element served as the current public outreach effort specifically designed to support the EJ Element. lt

provided an opportunity for residents, stakeholders, and community members to learn about the purpose

of the element,'as1 questions, and offer comments on its content, structure, and implementation'

With the establishment of a standalone Environmental Justice Element, the County's commitment to

equity and inclusive participation will become more visible, and future engagement efforts will be further

argn6o with the EJ Element's goals for civic involvement, community representation, and transparency in

decision-making.
10. prioritizing fmprouements & Programs (Section 10.9) - page 37 of 38 of the Environmental Justice

Element
While lnyo County lacks formally identified DACs, the General Plan already includes numerous

mechanLms for prioritizing resources, projects, and services in areas of need. These include fire

protection planning, flood-mitigation, transportation planning, and infrastructure maintenance policies.

This section emphlsizes the iinportance of directing improvements toward vulnerable communities and

high-risk areas, especially those prone to environmental hazards or lacking basic public services. ln

dolng so, it uses environmentaljustice principles through clear, implementable policies that reflect

existing County values and intent.

GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING CODE CONSISTENCY
The Environmental Justice Element is consistent with and advances the General Plan because it

operates within the General plan framework, consolidating and strengthening the existing General Plan 
.

direction on air quality, food access, public health, housing, public facilities, recreation, civic engagement

and prioritizing improvements and programs. lt is a policy-level document that does not change land-use

designations,-development intensity, oi allowable uses. lnstead, it incorporates General Plan elements,

goati, policies and implementationi by reference and adds environmentaljustice policies and
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implementations to improve internal consistency and ease of application during future actions.

The Environmental Justice Element is consistent with the Zoning Code (Title 18) because it supports the

purpose and intent of the Zoning Code in promoting public health, safety, welfare and orderly

development. lt does not amend zoning districts, permitted uses, development standards or maps. The

Environmental Justice Element supports implementation of the General Plan through existing zoning

districts and review processes, whlle advancing the County's goals related to public health, equity, and

environmental protection in a manner fully compatible with the established zoning framework.

TRIBAL CONSULTATION
General plan updates require that jurisdictions offer consultation opportunities to local Tribes. Pursuant

to Government Code Seciion 65352.3, Tribes have 90-days, after receiving invitations to consult on

GpAs to request consultation opportunities. Staff mailed consultation invitations on November 15,2023

to the: Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley, Bishop Paiute Tribe, Death Valley Timbi-sha

Shoshon6 Tribe, Fort lndependence lndian Community of Paiutes, Kern Valley lndian Community, Lone
pine paiute-shoshone Tribe, North Fork Rancheria of Mono lndians, Tule River lndian Tribe, Twenty-

Nine palms Band of Mission lndians, Walker River Reservation and Wuksachi lndian Tribe/Eshom Valley

Band in relation to the projects. The Bishop Paiute Tribe requested consultation and county staff met

with staff from the Tribe on February 23,2023. Staff took comments and suggestions from the Tribe.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the proposal is covered under Rule

Rule15061(b) (3) (the Common Sense Exemption), which specifies that CEQA applies only to projects

which have'the poiential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with

certainty that there is no possibititylhat the activity in question may have a significant effect on the

environment, the activity'is not su-bject to CEQA. ihe Environment Justice Element is a policy document

that consolidates and clarifies exisfing General Plan goals, polices and implementations related to equity,

health and environmental protection. No new land uses or physical development are proposed. Any

future physical projects or regulatory changes contemplated by the element implementation measure

may require separate discretionary ieview and separate findings for General Plan and zoning

consistency, and CEQA if found necessary.

NOTICING
The draft Environmental Justice Element was posted on the Planning Department website for public

review on August 7,2025 for the August 27,2025 Planning Commission workshop and the October 7,

2025 Boardoi Supervisors workshof. The revised Environmental Justice Element was posted on the
planning Department website for pubtic review on January 2,2026. The public hearing notice was

advertisld in the lnyo Register on January 3,2026 meeting the noticing requirement for the January 28,

2026 planning Commissi6n meeting and on February 7,2026 forthe March 3,2026 Board of

Supervisors piuOlic Hearing. No comments have been received at the time of this staff report.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
On January 2A,2126the lnyo County Planning Commission conducted aduly noticed publichearing,

provided the opportunity foipublic comment and approved Resolution 2026-01 (Attached)

recommendinEj inat the'Boaid of Supervisors adopi General Plan Amendment 2025-06lEnvironmental

Justice Element.

FISCAL IMPACT:

below

23800Funding
Source lr"olu',,

General Fund

lObiect GodeYesBudgeted?
Nolsole source?Ongoing ExpenditureRecurrence

lf Sole providel
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Fiscal Year

to $)fiX for the od between XXX and XXX

Flscal Year

p to $)fiX for the between XXX and X)fi or N/A

lnformation

ALTERNATIVES AND'OR CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION:

The Board could decide not to adopt GPA 2025-06/Environmental Justice Element. This is not

recommended, however, as the Department of Housing and Community Development made the

adoption of a stand-alone Environmental Justice Element a requirement for continuing compliance with

the bounty's Housing Element. Loss of compliance can jeopardize the county's standing in applying for

state grants.

OTHER DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT:
Thriving Communities I Community Revitalization Through Effective Planning

Thriving Communities I Enhanced Health, Social, & Senior Services
Thriving Gommunities I Quality Parks and Recreation Amenitiies
Thriving Communities I Enhanced Transportation Services
Thriving Gommunities I Climate Resilience and Natural Resource Protection

Economic Enhancement I Sustainable Recreation lnitiatives

APPROVALS:
Cathreen Richards
Darcy lsrael
Christian Milovich
John Vallejo
Cathreen Richards
David Fraser

Created/l nitiated - 0210912026
Approved - 0211012026
Approved - 0212012026
Approved - 0212412026
Approved - 0212412026
Final Approval - 0212412026

ATTAGHMENTS:
1. FINAL -- Chapter 10-Environmental Justice
2. Final Planning Commission Resolution
3. FINAL - Board of Supervisors Resolution for GPA2025-06 EJ
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1O.O ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
The concept of Environmental Justice originally focused on environmental contamination and

degradation. Over time the objectives and goals of Environmental Justice expanded to include such

toplcs as physical activity, food- access and public participation in the governmental decision-making

process in order to create and sustain a healthy living environment for everyone. Under this

expansion California has adopted several laws and programs to promote Environmental Justice and

its implementation. Under California Government Code S65040.12(e) Environmental Justice is

defined as:

"the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of people of all races, cultures, incomes, and national

origins, with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of

environmental laws, regulations, and policies."

Subsequently, lawmakers passed Senate Bill (SB) 1000 in 2016 in order to integrate Environmental

Justice concepts and objectives into the planning process and making it mandatory to address and

apply them to disadvantiged communities. SB 1000 was further codified in California Government

Code $65302(h).

Under the California Government Code, lnyo County is required to incorporate an Environmental

Justice Element to the General Plan addressing impacts to identified disadvantaged communities.

This element is meant to advance equity and the protection of human health for everyone.

ln review of the communities in lnyo County it has been determined there are no identified

disadvantaqed communities as discussed in section 10.1 Disadvantaged Communities.

However, lnyo County has independently addressed required and related topics to the Environmental

Justice Element. Subsequent to lnyo County's initiative, the Department of Housing and Community

Development required lnyo County to provide and Environmental Justice Element in order for the

sixth cycle of the Housing Elemeni UpOate to be certified. The below table details the required

gouernr"nt code sections, descriptions and reference to the Environmental Justice Element sections

where the requirements are addressed.
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Table 1O.O - Government Reouirements and Environmental Justice Element Reference

lssues Requiring Analysis Gov. Code Section
Reference in Environmental Justice

Element

ldentify disadvantaged
communities within the area
covered by the general Plan

Section 65302(hXl) Section 10.1 Disadvantaged Communities

ldentify objectives and policies to
reduce exposure to pollution
including improving air quality in
disadvantaged commun ities.

Section 65302(h)(1XA)

Section 10.2 Air QualitY
Section 10.4 Public Health
Section 10.5 Safe & Sanitary Housing
Section 10.6 Public Facilities
Section 1 0.7 Recreation

ldentify objectives and policies to
promote public facilities in
disadvantaged commun ities.

Section 65302(hX1XA) Section 10.4 Public Facilities

ldentify objectives and Policies
to promote food access in
disadvantaged communities.

Section 65302(hX1XA)
Section 10.3 Food Access
Section 10.4 Public Health
Section 10.5 Safe & Sanitary Housing

ldentify objectives and policies to'
promote safe and sanitary
homes in disadvantaged
communities.

Section 65302(h)(1XA)

Section 10.2 Air QualitY
Section 10.3 Food Access
Section'10.4 Public Health
Section 10.5 Safe & Sanitary Housing
Section 10.6 Public Facilities
Section 10.7 Recreation
Section 10.8 Civic Engagement
Section 10.9 Prioritizing lmprovements &

Programs

Section 65302(hX1XA)
ldentify objectives and policies to
promote physical activitY in

disadvantaged communities.

Section 10.7 Recreation
Section 10.3 Food Access
Section 10.4 Public Health
Section 10.5 Safe & Sanitary Housing

ldentify objectives and policies to
reduce any unique or
compounded health risks in

disadvantaged communities not
otheruvise addressed above.

Section 65302(hX1XA)

Section 10.2 Air QualitY EJ-AQ
Section 10.3 Food Access EJ-FA
Section 10.4 Public Health EJ-PH
Section 10.5 Safe & Sanitary Housing EJ-SSH
Section 10.6 Public Facilities EJ-PF
Section 10.7 Recreation EJ-REC
Section 10.9 Civic Engagement EJ-CE

ldentify objectives and policies to
promote civic engagement in the
public decision-making Process
in disadvantaged communities.

Section 65302(hX1XB) Section 10.8 Civic Engagement

ldentify objectives and Policies
that prioritize improvements and
programs that address the needs
of disadvantaged communities.

Section 65302(hX1XC)
Section 10.9 Prioritizing lmprovements &

Programs
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This Environmental Justice Element presents goals, policies and implementation for several

Environmental Justice topics. Many of these topics are incorporated into other sections of the

General plan and will be referenced throughout this element. The topics lnyo County is addressing,

although there are no disadvantaged communities in the county, are:

r EJ-AQ Air Quality (Section 10.2)

r EJ-FA Food Access (Section 10'3)
r EJ-PH Public Health (Section 10.4)

r EJ-SSH Safe & Sanitary Housing (Section 10.5)

r EJ-PF Public Facilities (Section 10.6)

r EJ-REC Recreation (Section 10'7)
r EJ-CE Civic Engagement (10.8)
r Prioritizing lmprovements & Programs (Section 10.9)

These sections will include integrated goals, new goals, and associated policies and implementations

as identified as required in the Generai Plan Guidelines, Chapter 4.8: Environmental Justice Element

provided by the Governor's Office of Planning and Research.l They will also cover the statute

requirements as detailed in the Chapter 4.8 statutory requirements table2 and referenced above.

Att General plan ELEMENTS incorporated bv reference into the EnYirqnqental Justice
aoats, poticies and implementations includino all uodates,

Ail Generat plan GOALS that are incorporated bv reference into the Environmental Justice
Ptan ooats. poticies and implementations includino all

updates.

Att Generat PIan POLICIES incorporated bv reference into the EnvironmPntal Justice
ffiociated Generat Ptan implementations includinq all updates.

Anv OTHER PLANS incorporated bv reference into the Environne?ta.! Justice Element
als. policies and imptementations includino all uodates.

I 2020 Update: Chapter 4. Section 8: Environmental Justice Element,

https://opr.ca .gov I docs120200706-GPc-ChapterJ EJ.pdf.
2 2020 Update: Chapter 4. Section 8: Environmental Justice Element,

https ://opr. ca. gov I docsl 20200706-G Pc-Chapter-4-E J' pdt p. 1 5 .

Governor's Office of Planning and Research,

Governor's Office of Planning and Research,
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10.1 DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES
A disadvantaged community is defined in the California Government Code 565302 (hX1) as:

.an area identified by the California Environmental Protection Agency Pursuant to Section 39711 of

the Health and Safeiy Code or an area that is a low-income area that is disproportionately affected by

environmental pollution and other hazards that can lead to negative health effects, exposure, or

environmental degradation."

To determine the location of disadvantaged communities the use of CalEnviroScreen and its pollution

burden data layers is an effective identification mapping tool. CalEnvironScreen was developed by

California Enviionmental protection (CalEPA). CaIEPA developed this CalEnviroScreen to identify

communities more sensitive to pollution and are disproportionally burdened by pollution.

CalEnvironScreen takes an approximate area's pollution burden and overlays this over the

communities of the area to determine disadvantaged communities. To track population

characteristics and vulnerabilities, along with area pollution burdens, CalEnvironScreen utilizes 21

indicators.3 This overlay information and population characteristics designate the top 25 percent of

the highest scoring tracts in CalEnvironScreen as disadvantaged communities.

Although the General Plan identifies "Legacy Communities" (See General Plan Section 4.2 Land Use
policy LU-t .ZO;, in viewing lnyo County in CalEnvironScreen and taking into consideration CaIEPA's

identification oi disadvantiged communities, it is demonstrated lnyo County has no disadvantaged

communities as show in EJ - Diagram 1.

However, as discussed above and is detailed below, lnyo County has taken steps to address the

Environmental Justice topics although there are no identified disadvantaged communities in the

county. ln doing so, lnyo County is-being proactive in addressing these issues to prevent pollution

impacts on any communitY.

3 See https: I I oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/indicators
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CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Results
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CalEnviroScreen 4.O Hlgh Pollution. Low Population
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10.2 AIR QUALITY
lnyo County has coordinated with plans of the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District

(dgUnpCD) in an effort to address air quality and protect people and the environment. GBUAPCD is

a regional government agency enforcing federal, state and local air quality and is responsible for

UevJtopingiir quality pla-ns, monitoringlir quality, and reporting air quality data for the Great Basin

air basin. tne CgUnpCD works with other regional and local governments to reduce air pollutant

emissions through regulation of the various sources.

10.2.1 Incorporated Goals & Policies

The General Plan has previously addressed air quality in various sections.

ln Section g.2 of the General Plan, air quality is directly referenced through policy and associated

implementation provisions previously adopted, which are as follows:

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Policy AQ-1.1 Reg ulations to Reduce PM-10

Policy AQ-1.2 Attainment Programs

Policy AQ-1.3
Dust Suppression During
Construction

Policy AQ-1.4 Energy Conservation

Policv AQ-1.5 Monitor Regional Development

Section 3.2 ofthe General Plan, Government, air quality is addressed in previously adopted policy as

Policy Gov-9.1(a) Mineral Resources Policies

Title or ReferenceGoals and/or
. Policies
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Section 4.2, Land Use, climate change impacts and industrial pollution are addressed in the following

previously adopted policies and associated implementations:

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Policy LU-1.17
lmpacts of New DeveloPment on
I nfrastructure I mprovements,
Public Facilities, and Services

Poli LU-4.1 lndustrial Desi nation

Poli LU-4.2 General lndustrial on (G

Pollution StandardsPolicy LU-4.4

Section 8.4, Mineral & Energy Resources, air quality is addressed in previous adopted policies and

associated implementations as follows:

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Policy MER-1.1
Resource Extraction and the
Environment

Policy MER-1.3 SMARA Compliance

The Housing Element of the General plan addresses air quality through a possible carshare program

and the establishment of accessory commercial units and the prospect of allowing light commercial

uses in residential zones.

Housing Element
Program 7.3

Carshare and accessory
commercial units

Additionally, lnyo County addresses air pollution in various areas throughout the Multi-Jurisdictional

Hazard Mitigation Plan idopted December 12,2017 as Section 9.8 of the General Plan.

To supplement the above policies and associated implementations of the General Plan, lnyo County

continues its on-going efforts to address air pollution with the addition of the following policies and

implementationsln a|cordance with Government Code 965302(hX1 XA).4

Title or ReferenceGoals and/or
Policies

Housing Element
Program2.1.7

Regional housing working grouP,

transpo@

a See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities
Page 7 of 38



10.2.2 Definition

Climate Adaption. Adjustment or preparation of natural or human systems to new or changing

environment that moderates harm or exploits beneficial opportunities.

10.2.3 Goals & Policies

Policy RH-l.6 Minimize Environmental lmpacts (Revised 20251

lnsure that all transportation project minimize adverse effects on the environment of the County, to

include the evaluation of impacts from emissions and the reduction of emissions through efficient

design and the incorporation of innovative transit solutions such as public transit, alternative transit,

carshare programs, multi-modaltransit and other such options.

policy WF-i.4 Public Education/Notification of lncreased Risks (Revised 20251

dducate the public about the increased hazards of wildfires due to changing climactic conditions,

highlighting strategies such as fuel modification and fire breaks, which decrease the potentialfor

wildfires to occur and in turn reducing air pollution.

Policy EJ-AQ-I.1 lncreased Emissions and Glimate Change Adaption
lirplement climate change adaptation strategies to include tracking, evaluating, and addressing the

impacts from emissions resulting from new development proposals.

policy EJ-AQ-I.2 Address Climate Change lmpacts in New Developments
lmpacts of climate change resulting from the actions of humans responding to increased

temperatures, shall be addressed through such issues as the design and material choices made for

new development, including the use of 'bool" roof and pavement materials, solar renewable energy

systems and efficiency components.
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10.3 FOOD AGGESS
Access to nutritional, healthy and fresh food is key to maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Under California

Government Code S65302(hX1)(A), the General Plan must promote food access in dealing with

disadvantaged comhunities.5 Keeping a healthy lifestyle through consuming nutritious food can

prevent conditions such as obesity, high blood pressure and diabetes among others. However,

simply creating access to healthy foods does not alone prevent or reduce adverse health conditions.

The concept oi having access to healthy foods needs to take into consideration affordability,

availability, education, utilization and other means to improve access to healthy foods.

Having such a broad concept of access to healthy foods takes on different objectives in different

areasl lnyo County is a large county with small communities, some with little to no access to public

transportition, little aVailability of close access to grocery stores or land to develop farms or gardens'

The location of lnyo County in the Eastern Sierra, a very rural area, is a great distance from larger

communities such as Las Vegas, Reno/Carson City and Pahrump, NV and Ridgecrest, CA (in Kern

County California south of lnyo County). These cities provide the availability to a large selection of

healthy, nutritious and affordable food purchase options in box stores such as Walmart Supercenter

and Costco. These cities also provide supermarkets such as Smith's, Safeway and Albertsons.

The large selection shopping options are hours away from lnyo County's bigger communities of

BishoplBig Pine and Lone Pine. The largest option for food access availability is in Bishop in the far

north of the county. Bishop grocery shopping options consist of one large supermarket, Vons, two

smaller supermarkets, Smart & Final and Grocery Outlet and a few smaller community markets.

These shopping options are not nearly the capacity of the larger box stores, though Vons would be

considered ine targest supermarket in lnyo County. There are smaller markets in the Bishop, Big

pine and Lone Pin-e areas. However, there are other smaller communities which have much less to

no option for access to fresh healthy food, which tends to be overpriced when available. For

example, the south-eastern areas of lnyo County have no existing markets. An additional impact to

access to food is that a majority of food and produce is trucked in from various locations and provides

unreliable options, increased cost and reduced freshness'

10.3.1 lncorporated Goals & Policies

The lnyo County General Plan has previously addressed food access when creating adopted policies

and implementations as follows:

GOAL AG-1 ricultural Resources

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

New Retail DeveloPmentPolicy LU-3.8

nation (A)Poli LU-5.3 Iture

Public Transportation
throu h PT-1.7
Policies PT-1.1

5 See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities.
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Housing Element
Program2.1.7

Regional housing working grouP,

transpo rtation and carshare

Housing Element
Proqram 7.3

Carshare and accessory
commercial units

An aim for lnyo County is to support local fresh food availability in high density communities with use

of community gardens and farmers markets to improve access to fresh food and alleviate the

transportation burden for some of the communities. Another aim is to review the zoning code to allow

for the establishment of community gardens where land is limited. Additionally, farmers markets

could be addressed through zoning to allow for these markets to be a more common theme

throughout the county.

10.3.2 Goals & Policies

Pof icy LU-3.7 Support of Local Retail Services (Revised 20251
The County shall support the preservation of local retail establishments in smaller communities to

provide local access to goods and services.

Policy EJ-FA-I.1 Community Gardens
Encourage the development of convenient and accessible community gardens and/or other sources

of healthy food in appropriate zones where feasible.

Policy EJ-FA-I.2 Farmers Markets
frioritize and encourage the establishment and operation of farmers markets, farm stands, traditional

food markets and vendors, and mobile or delivery markets in appropriate zones where feasible'

Policy EJ-FA-1.3 Healthy Food Establishments
Cromote the development of healthy food establishments in areas of high concentration of fast food

establishments and convenience stores.

Policy EJ-FA-1.4 Nutritional Education
promote healthy and nutritionalfood intake through messages about good food habits and choices.

Policy EJ-FA-I.5 Food Access at Public Events
At County sponsored events promote and prioritize establishments to provide healthy, fresh food

including fresh produce options.

Policy EJ-FA-I.6 Transportation to Accessible Food
Encourage the continued use for public transportation in ride share through Eastern Sierra

Transportation Authority and promote the establishment of other services to include outlying

communities, seniors and individuals with other transportation limitations.

Page 10 of 38
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@
Policy EJ-FA-1.7 Water for Agriculture

dupport responsible and suJtainable water use and conservation for use in diversified agriculture.

Policy EJ-FA-I.8 Gooperation for Food Access and Recovery
The County shall cooperate with local stakeholders and food networks to decrease the barriers to the

food network and develop policy solutions to address food insecurity and building resilience in food

network to increase consistent, readily available access to food for all County residents.
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Table 10-3. Food Access lmplementation Measures

TIMEFMME
lmplementation

Measure
lmplementing

Policy
Responsibility 2024-

2029
On-going

Work with the NRCS and
the California Department
of Conservation to
complete studies needed
to identify Prime
Farmland and Farmland
of Statewide lmportance.

Agricultural
Resources
1.0
Revised

AG-
AG-

1

1

1

3

Agricultural
Commissioner

Farm
Advisor/UC
Cooperative
Extension

NRCS

T

The County may develop
a program to identify
Farmland of Local
lmportance and may
maintain a diagram
showing the location of
these lands. Primary
locations for these lands
are in the Owens Valley

Agricultural
Resources
2.0
Revised

and Val areas.

AG-1.1
AG-1.3

Agricultural
Commissioner

Farm
Advisor/UC
Cooperative
Extension

Agricultural
Resources
3.0
Revised

The County shall ensure
that large land areas (40
acres minimum) that are
identified as Prime
Farmland, Farmland of
Statewide lmportance, or
Farmland of Local
lmportance are
maintained for agricultural
operations. The CountY
may establish and
promote a Williamson Act
program for protection of
these important
ag ricultural lands.

AG-
AG-
AG-
AG-

1

1

1

1

I
2
3
4

Agricultural
Commissioner

Planning

New development
proposals adjacent to
agricultural operations
shall be reviewed and
mitigated to ensure they
do not significantly imPact
agricultural operations or
lead to nuisance
complaints from new
residents.

Agricultural
Resources
4.0
Revised

AG-1.4

Planning

Farm
Advisor/UC
Cooperative
Extension

I
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The CountY shallwork
with local universities and
technical schools to

Agricultural encourage the provision
Resources of educational programs
5.0 in agriculture.
Revised

AG-1.5

Future Farmers
of America

4-H

Farm
Advisor/UC
Cooperative
Extension

Agricultural
Resources
6.1
Revised

Work with LADWP to
expand agricultural
opportunities as
appropriate in areas
identified as Prime
Farmland or Farmland of
Statewide lmportance
through lmplementation
Measure 1.0

AG-1.7

Planning

Agricultural
Commissioner

The County shall
continue to suPPort

Agricultural sustainable agriculture
Resources through programs offered
7.0 by the Agriculture
Revised Commissioner's Office

AG-1.8

Agricultural
Commissioner

Farm
Advisor/UC
Cooperative
Extension

EJ-FA
1.0

Evaluate new
applications for
emphasizing the
establishment of
community garden(s)
and/or farmer's markets

EJ-FA-1.1
EJ-FA-1.2
EJ-FA-1.3
EJ-FA-1.7

Planning

Support appropriate
efforts to combined food
access with other social,
cultural and
environmental goals
includ ing transportation.

EJ-FA
2.O

EJ-FA-1.2
EJ-FA-1.3
EJ-FA-1.5
EJ-FA-1.6

Planning

Public Works

Environmental
Health

Health and
Human

Services

Coordinate with the public
and other relevant
departments and
agencies for promotion
and education of healthy
nutrition.

EJ.FA
3.0

EJ-FA.1.4
EJ-FA-1.5

Planning

Health and
Human

Services
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The County shall supPort
responsible and
sustainable sources of
water use and
conservation for a
diversity of agricultural
uses.

EJ-FA
4.0

EJ-FA-1.7

Planning

Water
Department

Environmental
Health

EJ-FA
5.0

Fast track County review
of applications for healthy
food establishments
and/or expansion for new
healthy food
establishments.

EJ-FA-1.3 Planning

Promote increased
access to farmer's
markets, traditional food
markets and vendors,
and mobile or deliver
markets.

EJ-FA
6.0

EJ-F4.1.2
EJ-FA-1.5
EJ-FA-1.6

Planning

Environmental
Health

Local Growers

UC
Cooperative
Extension

The County shall develoP
a list of potential
stakeholder contacts to
include administering
departments and
agencies for initiating
outreach. After initial
outreach the County shall
conduct periodic updates
to contact lists and
conduct periodic outreach
efforts as needed to
ensure education and
awareness programs
remain current with
changing state and local
nutrition guidelines and

EJ-FA
7.0

disease

EJ-FA-1.8

Health and
Human

Services

Planning

Environmental
Health
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10.4 PUBLIC HEALTH
Under California Government Code S65302(hX1)(A), the General Plan must identify policies-to

reduce any unique or compounded hialth risks in dealing with disadvantaged communities.6 One of

the key opiion" io a healthy life is a healthy lifestyle. A healthy lifestyle is all encompassing when it

"oreito 
good health and iocuses on a healthy environment and health equity when it comes to

planning. 
-A 

healthy environment and health equity includes, but not limited to. having clean air; clean

water; hlafthy food; healthcare; healthy and safe housing; safety from harmful impacts and available

means and equal opportunity to live a irealthy lifestyle. Without a healthy environment people may be

exposed to harmful'effects that can lead to negative health impacts. Such harmful impacts may lead

to creating or compounding poor health.

10.4.'l Incorporated Goats & Policies

providing for the basics of a healthy environment allows individuals and families to provide a

foundation on which to have a neattny lifestyle. The basics include, but are not limited to: preventing

pollution; adapting to climate change; providing affordable and safe housing; adequate transportation;

recreation; education; clean water;-and healthy food. These basics are incorporated within this

Environmental Justice Element and the General Plan Housing Element as follows:

Housing Element Carshare and accessorY
commercial unitsram 7.3

The concepts and objectives to providing the basics for public health have also been incorporated

into the lnyo County beneral Plan and the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan' A short

discussion and a reference are provided to the requisite topics of the General Plan below.

Title or ReferenceGoals and/or
Policies

Section 10.2 | Air Quality

Food AccessSection 10.3

Section 10.5 | Safe & Sanitary Housing

Public FacilitiesSection 10.6

RecreationSection 10.7 I

Civic EngagementSection 10.8

Prioritizing lmprovements &
ProgramsSection 10.9

Regional housing working group,
transportation and carshare

Housing Element
Program2.1.7

6 See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities
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Having clean, available water is an important element to life and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. The

proviJion of water also requires maintaining a water supply free from contamination for it to be utilized

by the public. Water contamination can contribute to or elevate serious health conditions. The

G'eneral Plan incorporates water planning through supply management, control and pollution

prevention in the following previously adopted policies and associated implementations.

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

GOAL GOV-s
Protection and development of
water resources

Policy LU-2.16
Public, Quasi-Public, and
Supporting Uses

GOAL PSU-3

To ensure that there will be a safe
and reliable water supply sufficient
to meet the future needs of the
County

GOAL S-2

Recognize development limitations
of soil types in review and approval
of future development projects to
protect public health and safetY.

GOAL WR.1 Water Resources

Policy WR-3.2
Sustainable Groundwater
Withdrawal

GOAL WR.4

Ensure the protection of water
resources and human health
related to potential contamination
from development at the proPosed
Yucca Mountain Waste Nuclear
Repository and past, present, and
future activities at the Nevada Test
Site

Section 8.9 Recreation

Element 9.1 Safetv

Consideration for public health and fire protection policy provisions and implementations has also

been adopted in the General Plan as follows:
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Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

GOAL PSU-8

To protect the residents of and
visitors to lnyo County from injury
and loss of life and to protect
propertv from fire
Commu nity Wildfire Protection
Plan

CWPP as
updated for lnyo
County and local

communities

Add1ionally, lnyo County's adopted Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (MJHMP) Section 9.8

of the General itlan proviOes for planning in the event of a future hazardous event that has the

potentialto severely harm human health and safety.T The plan covers:

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Chapter 2 Community Profile

Chapter 3 Hazard Assessment

Chapter 4 Risk Assessment

Chapter 5 Mitiqation Actions

The MJHMP provides for the prioritization of hazardous events that include avalanche, dam or

aqueduct failure, disease/pesi management, drought, flood, geologic hazards, hazardous materials,

seismic hazards, severe weather and wildfire. Each hazard provides a description, impact, location

and extent, hazardous history, risk of future events and climate change considerations.

The Environmental Justice Element further addresses public health by providing the below policies,

implementations and definitions.

10.4.2 New Definitions

Health. A complete state of physical, mental and social well-being, and not merely the absence of

disease.

Health Equity. Means every person, regardless of who they are - the color of their skin, their level of

education, their gender or sexual identity, whether or not they have a disability, the job they have, or

the neighborhood they live in - has an equal opportunity to achieve optimal health.

7 Inyo County and City of Bishop, Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, FEMA approved and adopted by the Board

of Supervisors, December 2017,pg.\., and as may be updated'
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10.4.3 Goals & Policies

Policy PSU-3.1 Efficient Water Use (Revised 2025)

The County shall promote efficient water use and reduced water demand by

o Requiring water-conserving design and equipment in new construction, including County

facilities;
o Encouraging water-conserving landscaping and other conservation measures such as the

conversion of turf lawns to drought-tolerant plantings, including at County facilities;
o Encouraging the retrofitting of existing development with water-conserving devices, including

County facilities;
o Providing public education programs;
o Distributing outdoor lawn watering guidelines;
o Promoting water audit and leak detection programs;
o Enforcing water conservation programs; and
r lmplementing the requirements of the modelwater efficiency landscape ordinance.

pof icy NOI-1.3 Limit Increases in Noise Levels from Stationary Sources (Revised 2O251

{equire new development not increase the ambient exterior noise level (measured at the property

linej above established County noise standards (as shown in Table 9-9), unless mitigation measures

are included to mitigate imPacts.

Policy EJ-PH-1.1 lncorporate Healthy Land Use Patterns
ihe County shall eniourage patternl of development that promote healthy lifestyle choices, including

development that promotel walkability to goods and services and provision of open space/recreation

resource opportunities for residents.

Policy EJ-PH-1.2 Consider Seniors and Other Special Needs Population
The County shall encourage development and design which takes into consideration of the
populationi such as seniois, large families, children/youth, the disabled and the economically

disadvantaged.
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Table g-9 Maximum Recommended Ambient Noise Exposure bv Land Use Countv Noise
Guidelines (Revised 2025)

Noise Level(Ldn)
Land Use 0-55 56-60 61-65 66-70 71-75 76-80 >81

Normally Acceptoble. Specified lond use is sotisfactory, bosed on the assumption that any

buildings involved are of normal, conventionol construction, without ony special noise

i n su lati o n re q u i re m e nts.

Conditionally Acceptable. New construction or development should be undertaken only ofter

o detaited onolysis of the noise reduction requirements is mode and needed insulotion features
have been included in the design.

llnacceptable, New construction or development should not be undertaken.

IResidential

Hotel, Motels

Schools, Libraries, Churches, Hospitals,

Extended Care Facilities

Sport Arenas, Outdoor Spectator Sport

Playgrounds, Neighborhood Parks

Auditoriums, Concert Halls,

Amphitheaters

Golf Courses, Riding Stables, Water
Recreation, Cemeteries

IOffice Buildings, Business Commercial

and Professional

Mining, lndustrial, Manufacturing,
Utilities, Agricultu re
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Table 10-4. Public Health lmplementation Measures

TIMEFRAME

lmplementation
Measure

lmplementing
Policy

Responsibility 2022-
2025

On-going

Public
Services
& Utilities
2.0
Revised

The County shall pursue
water conservation
measures, to include
drought-tolerant
landscaping, water
efficient irrigation
systems, the water-
efficiency landscape
ordinance, and water-
conserving components
and retro-fitting in new
and existing facilities, to
include County facilities.

PSU-3.1
Planning

Public Works
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10.5 SAFE & SANITARY HOUSING
Under California Government Code S65302(hX1)(A), the General Plan must identify policies to

promote safe and sanitary homes in disadvantaged communities.s The condition of a house has a

direct impact to those who live in the home. Having a safe and sanitary home also impacts the

surround'ing areas. A safe and sanitary home provides security for the occupant(s) which is a broad

focus incorporating being free from health and safety hazards within the home and the community,

allows oneio tive witnoui financial burden relieving stress and provides access to healthy living

options. The concepts are incorporated in various aspects throughout the lnyo County General Plan 
.

but will be highlighted here under Housing Quality, Affordable Housing and Housing sections followed

by new policies.

10.5.1 lncorporated Goals & Policies

A.H ousinq Oualitv

The availability of quality housing stock is important to having the option to pursue a healthy lifestyle.

Substandard housing stock that is older and is of reduced quality, have not been maintained or

updated can lead to pest infestation, water intrusion, mold, poor insulation, asbestos and lead-based

paint illness to name a few. These types of substandard housing stock problems can create or

impact existing negative health issues, as opposed to newer homes built under specific standards

and regulations to prevent negative health impacts. Low-income and minority residents are

disprofortionately affected by the negative health impacts and other hazards in substandard homes

due to'lower incomes that reduces housing options and ability to provide home updates and

maintenance.

The following are adopted policies and implementations in the Housing Element that include housing

rehabilitation funding and code enforcement, energy efficiency, and monitoring adequate sites 2021-

2021. This is followed by other General Plan adopted policies and implementations.

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Housing Element
Goal 1.0

Maintain the existing housing stock
and eliminate substandard housing
conditions in lnyo CountY

Housing Element
Goal2.0

Provide adequate sites for
residential development

Element 4.2 | Land Use

Element 4.3 Public Service & Utilities

Section 8.5 Water Resources

Policy EE-1.4 Homeowner incentive programs

Homeowner recognition ProgramsPoli EE-1.5

8 See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities.
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Element 9.1 Safetv

B. Affordable Housinq

Having a healthy lifestyle is more than rehabilitating substandard housing, it also includes the ability

to affoid adequite housing. Adequate housing promotes a stable, stress free, healthy environment.

Adequate housing allows iesidents to balance opportunities one would use to pursue a healthy

lifestyle which may include access to food, education, employment and recreation while also taking

into consideration such things as transportation.

Low and fixed income communities are limited in options due to their reduced financial abilities to

obtain affordable housing, and providing housing maintenance and rehabilitation. This can lead to

displacement from options for education, work, transportation, and can further lead to overcrowding in

low income areas. Overcrowding invites opportunity for unsafe living conditions and increased health

risks. Additionally, having limited to no income can lead to homelessness and displacement of

individuals and families and also affects the ability to acquire healthy food, services, health care,

transportation and other basic necessities.

The following are adopted policies and implementations in the Housing Element that include housing

rehabilitation-funding and code enforcement, energy efficiency, monitoring adequate sites2021-2022,
variety of housing, high density housing, manufactured and mobile homes, financial assistance for

housing, self-help, purchase assistance programs, compliance with new State Regulations, expedited
permit lrocess and project review, and infrastructure. This is followed by other General Plan adopted

policies and implementations.

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Housing Element
Goal 1.0

Maintain the existing housing stock
and eliminate substandard housing
conditions in lnyo County

Housing Element
Goal2.0

Provide adequate sites for
residential development

Housing Element
Goal 3.0

Encourage the adequate Provision
of housing by location, tyPe of unit,
and price to meet the existing and
future needs of lnyo CountY
residents

Provide increased opportunity for
homeownership

Housing Element
Goal4.0

Housing Element
Goal 5.0

Remove governmental constraints
on housing development

Compensation to Local
CommunitiesPolicy ED-4.6
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Policy ED-4.7 Provide Transient Housing

Element 4.3 Public Service & Utilities

Section 7.2 Roads & Highways

Section 7.4 Public Transportation

Section 7.5 Bicycles & Trails

Section 7.9 Other Circulation Topics

GOAL S-2

Recognize development lim itations
of soil types in review and approval
of future development projects to
protect public health and safqty.

Section 8.5 Water Resources

Section 8.9 Recreation

Policy EE-1.4 Homeowner incentive programs

Policy EE-1.5 Homeowner recognition programs

C. Housinq Location

Having the right location of housing can allow residents to engage with their community through work,

school, recreition and transportation. Having the options to interact with a surrounding community

allows for the development of healthy community amenities through input and contribution from the

residents. A community with adequate amenities gives a local public the ability to lower vehicle miles

traveled through increaled options for transportation, access to grocery stores with fresh, affordable

food and produce, and access to health services among other amenities.

Residents with limited to no income or who experience discrimination or have a lack of equal

opportunity have difficulty acquiring adequate housing. With substandard housing that are of poor

quality and not having the abiiity to provide maintenance and rehabilitation leads to concentrations of

low to no income residents, overcrowding and increased health risks. These areas of concentration

isolate residents from options for a stable, less stressful and healthy living environment with adequate

amenities.

The following are adopted policies and implementations in the Housing Element that include housing

rehabilitation-funding and code enforcement, energy efficiency, monitoring adequate sites2021-2022,
variety of housing, high density housing, manufactured and mobile homes, financial assistance for
housing, self-help, purchase assistance programs, compliance with new State Regulations, expedited
permit process and project review, infrastructure, equal opportunity, residential care facilities,

ieasonable accommodation, and affirmatively furthering fair housing. This is followed by other

General Plan adopted policies and implementations.
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Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Maintain the existing housing stock
and eliminate substandard housing
conditions in I Cou

Housing Element
Goal 1.0

Provide adequate sites for
residential deve

Housing Element
Goal2.0

Encourage the adequate Provision
of housing by location, tyPe of unit,
and price to meet the existing and
future needs of lnyo County
residents

Housing Element
Goal 3.0

Housing Element
Goal4.0

Provide increased opportunity for
homeownersh

Housing Element
Goal 5.0

Remove governmental constraints
on housing development

Promote equal opportunity for all
residents to reside in housing of
their choice

Housing Element
Goal6.0

Affirmatively furthering fair housingHousing Element
Goal7.0

Public, Quasi-Public, and
Supporting UsesPolicy LU-2.16

Fire Protection for New
DevelopmentPolicy PSU-8.1

Element 4.3 | euUic Service & Utilities

Roads & HighwaysSection 7.2

Section 7.4 | euntic Transportation

Bicycles & TrailsSection 7.5

Other Circulation TopicsSection 7.9 
I

Water ResourcesSection 8.5

Section 8.9 | Recreation

SafetyElement 9.1

Homeowner incentive programsPolicy EE-1.4

Homeowner recognition ProgramsPolicy EE-1.5

Air QualitySection 10.2

Food AccessSection 10.3
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lnyo County expands on the above incorporated policies and implementation to provide additional
poticies and implementations to the Safe & Sanitary Housing section of this Environmental Justice

Element.

10.5.2 Goals & Policies

Poficy BT-1.2 Bikeway and Trailsystem in the Region (Revised 20251
Plan for and provide a continuous and easily accessible bikeway and trail system within the region.

Plans shall be based on the bicycle system shown in the lnyo County Collaborative Bikeways Plan

Policy EJ-SSH-I.1 Protect County Roads
The County shall protect existing County roads from impacts from new development by requiring

such new development to eithersubsidize their impacts or contract for repair/reconstruction of

impacts.

Policy EJ-SSH-1.2 Access to Public Lands
The County shalltake every opportunity to safeguard existing, and promote additional, access to

public lands.

policy EJ-SSH-1.3 "Legacy Communities" - Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities
(Unlike a Disadvantaged Gommunity)

Legacy communities are defined as communities in which the median household income is 80

peicent or less than the statewide median household income, are geographically isolated, are

inhabited, and have existed for at least 50 years. ln lnyo County the following communities have

been identified as Legacy Communities: Charleston View; Darwin; Furnace Creek; Keeler; Lone Pine;

Shoshone; Tecopa; Trona; and Wilkerson. The County will continue to encourage upgrades to water,

wastewater, stormwater drainage, and structural fire protection in these communities as appropriate.

Policy EJ-SSH-l.4 Legacy Communities Public Facilities
The County shallwoik to provide for adequate public facilities in Legacy Communities, taking into

account local conditions, input from local residents and community character.
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Table 10-5. Safe & Sanitarv Housinq lmplementation Measures

TIMEFRAME
lmplementation

Measure
lmplementing

Policy
Responsibility 2022- On-going

2025

Roads &
Highways
17.0
Revised

For each RTP
planning cycle,
establish a hierarchy
of roads based on the
level of service they
are expected to
provide.

RH-1.9 LTC
I

I ncorporate pedestrian

Bicycle &
Trails
6.0
Revised

and/or equestrian
facilities as part of the
recreational trails
system, and link these
to all land use areas.
Consider the
development and
adoption of a
pedestrian master
plan.

BT-1.2 LTC

Other
Circulation
Topics
8.0
Revised

The County shallwork
with communications
companies to gain
access to high-speed
communications
corridors. ln particular,
continuing to support
and participate in the
Disital 395 lnitiative.

ocr-2.2

County
Administrator

Planning

lnformation
Services

Water
Resources
1.0
Revised

The County shall
coordinate with
LADWP and local
water agencies to
ensure that water
supplies and facilities
are planned to serve
development projects
planned within the
County, and that
conservation and
water-efficient tools
are used when
possible.

wR-1.1
Public Works

Water
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10.6 PUBLIC FACILITIES
Under California Government Code S65302(hX1)(A), the General Plan must identify policies to

promote public facilities in disadvantaged communities.e Access to public facilities provides

opportunities to improve the well-being of a community through engagement within the physical

spice of the community. They also promote civic participation and social cohesion, access to

learning opportunities, quality interaction and safety among residents. Public facilities is broad in that

it includes libraries, community centers, and cultural and art facilities, public improvements, public

services, parks, schools and community amenities.

10.6.1 lncorporated Goals & Policies

lnyo County has provided and promoted the use and development of public facilities in the General

Pl-an. The tonsiderations taken into place include new development, funding schools, community

centers, child care and parks. These provisions are found in the following areas.

Title or ReferenceGoals and/or
Policies

lmpacts of New DeveloPment on
I nfrastructure I mprovements,Policy LU-1.17
Public Facilities, and Services

Public, Quasi-Pubic, and
Policy LU-2.16 Uses

Public Service Facilities
Policy LU-5.2 nation

Public Service Facilities ProvisionsPolicy LU-5.8

Facilities and Services for New
DevelopmentPolicy PSU-1.1

GOAL PSU-2 Funding

WastewaterGOAL PSU-4

Stormwater DrainageGOAL PSU-s

Com munication I nfrastructu reGOAL PSU-7

Law EnforcementGOAL PSU-g

Gas and ElectricalGOAL PSU.1O

SchoolsGOAL PSU-11

GOAL PSU-12 Child Care

Public TransportationGOAL PT-1

e See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities.
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GOAL S-2

Recognize development limitations
of soil types in review and approval
of future development projects to
protect public health and sa!e!1_

Section 8.5 Water Resources

Section 8.9 Recreation

Section 7.5 Bicycles & Trails

Section 9.2 Air Quality

Section 9.3 Flood Hazard

Section 9.4 Avalanche Hazard

Section 9.5 Wildfire Hazard

Section 9.6 Geologic & Seismic Hazards

Policy EJ-FA-1.1
lncorporate Healthy Land Use
Patterns

Policy EJ-SSH-
1.4

Legacy Communities Public
Facilities

Housing Element
Program 2.1.7

Regional Housing Working GrouP

Section 9.8
M ulti-J urisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan

Air QualityPolicy EJ-AQ 10.2

lnyo County expands on the above incorporated policies and implementation to provide additional

poticies and implementations to the Public Facilities section of this Environmental Justice Element

10.6.2 Definition

10O-Year Flood Zone (Revised 20251
Defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as the flood having a one percent

chance of being equaled or exceed in any given year.

10.6.3 Goals & Policies

Policy PSU-6.2 Recycling Facility Location (Revised 20251
The County shall encour-ge the d-evelopment of regional and community-based recycling facilities in

heavy commercial and industrial areas, encourage landlords and commercial businesses to provide

recyCling opportunities, and work to provide recycling containers at all County facilities.

Policy FLD-1.1 Floodplain Limitations (Revised 20251
Ithe county shall reguiate development of habitable structures within floodplain areas (as established

by FEMA), and areas within dam inundation zones.
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poficy GEo-{.1 Development Hazard constraints (Revised 20251
Unless fully mitigated, iestrict development of habitable structures in areas that are subject to severe

geologic hizardi, such as Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone,liquefaction zones, landslide areas,

and seismically induced unstable soils.

Policy EJ-PF-1.1 State Responsibility Areas
Tthe County shall encourage incorporation of private lands within State Responsibility Areas into fire

districts and amending the classification of these lands to Local Responsibility Area.

Policy EJ-PF-I.2 Onsite Renewable Energy Generation
The County will encourage utilizing onsite renewable generation for onsite uses, including

geothermal, wind and solar.

Policy EJ-PF-I.3 Digital 395 Project
T'he County shalliontinue to pirticipate in and support expansion of the Digital 395 and Middle and

last Mile Projects which will bring fiber network throughout the County.

Table 1 Public Faciliti lmnlementation ures

TIMEFRAME

lmplementation
Measure

lmplementin
q Policy

Responsibility 2022- On-going
2025

Flood
Hazard
3.0
Revised

Naturalwashes
(defined as riparian
areas and drainages)
and areas defined as
1O0-year flood plains
are to be kept free
from development that
would significantly
impact flood way
capacity or
characteristics,
natural/riparian areas,
or natural groundwater
recharge areas.

FLD-1.2 Planning

Flood
Hazard
6.0
Revised

County maintained
information on
mudflows
(lmplementation
Measure 5.0) shall be
consulted in the review
of development
proposals to restrict
and/or mitigate
development of
habitable structures
form these areas.

FLD-1.3 Planning
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Avalanche
Hazard
1.0
Revised

The County shall
maintain a map of
avalanche hazard
zones that are within
areas of existing or
potential development.
The map shall identify
areas of low hazard
(minor property
damage potential but
no safety risk) and
high hazard areas
(potential safety risk).

AVL-1.1
AVL-1.4
AVL-1.6
AVL-1.7

Planning

Avalanche
Hazard
2.0
Revised

lnformation on
avalanche hazard
zones (from existing
information or updated
information from
lmplementation
Measure 1.0) shall be
consulted in the review
of development
proposals to restrict
development of
habitable structures
from these areas.

AVL-1.1
AVL-1.4 Planning

Avalanche
Hazard
8.0
Revised

Volunteer corps, such
as an Avalanche
Watch Program,
should be organized in
areas of known
avalanche hazards.
The County
encourages search
and rescue training for
local residents in
hazard areas.

AVL.1,4
AVL-1.5
AVL-1.6

Office of
Emergency
Services

The County, as well as
localfire protection
district staff, shall
review all development
plans and subdivision
maps to provide
recommendations for
fire prevention and
protection, including
but not limited to safe
circulation, ingress and
egress, sprinkler
requirements, water

Wildfire
Hazard
5.0
Revised

WF-
WF-

1

1

2
5

Fire Marshall

CDF

Local Fire
Protection
Agencies
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pressure
requirements, and
wildfire protection
measures for those
areas. Adjacent to
open space.

Wildfire
Hazard
2.0
Revised

The County shallwork
with local fire districts
and volunteer fire
departments to
develop community
fire plans to identify
the desired level of
service and methods
to obtain such
services, as well as
educating the public
on preventive
measures.

wF-1.1

Office of
Emergency
Services

Fire Marshall

lnyo LAFCO

Wildfire
Hazard
1.0
Revised

The County Fire
Marshall shall continue
to coordinate with fire
agencies, and work to
establish additional fire
protection
organizations, with a
principle goal of
educating the public
about the dangers of,
and preventative
strategies for, wildfires.

wF-1.1 Fire Marshall

Geologic
& Seismic
Hazards
4.0
Revised

The County shall not
site critical facilities in
areas within Alquist-
Priolo SpecialStudies
Zones, in areas
subject to liquefaction,
in areas with a high
landslide risk, or on
seismically unstable
soils unless
engineering can
mitigate potential risks.
A geologic/seismic
hazards geotechnical
engineering study shall
be performed to
identify potential
impacts and
engineering

GEO-1.1 lnyo county
I

Page 3{ of38



recommendations prior
to siting or site
acquisition. Critical
facilities include:

r schools,
r hospitals,
r day-care and

senior citizen
centers, police
and fire
stations, and

r assembly
rooms with an
occupant load
of 250 or more
persons.

Geologic
& Seismic
Hazards
8.0
Revised

Ensure new
development meets
the current seismic
safety standards in

accordance with the
Uniform Building Code
for the appropriate
Seismic HazardZone.

GEO-1.4
Building and
Safety
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10.7 RECREATION
Under California Government Code S65302(hX1)(A), the General Plan must identify policies to
promote physical activity in disadvantaged communities.l0 Physical activity contributes to a healthy

iitestyle wfri-cfr improvesan individual's well-being. This positive effect on a person's well-being is a

key iontributor to improved health, reducing illness and health problems such as diabetes, obesity,

caidiovascular disease, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, stress, depression and some cancers.

Having a healthy well-being helps to contribute to a healthy environment, which in turn, contributes to

a healthy community.

Physical activity comes in many forms of recreation and transportation. Access to parks, open

spices, and recreationalfacilities provides recreation opportunities for physical activity. These
opportunities should be inclusive to ensure seniors and persons with disabilities have access.

iecreation includes active transportation in the form of walking and bicycling along with other
multimodal alternatives. Allowing active transportation to services, work and/or school promotes daily

recommended physical activity contributing to a healthy lifestyle. Active transportation also limits the

time spent driving which reduces vehicle miles traveled and reduces air pollution and contribution to

climate change.

10.7,1 lncorporated Goals & Policies

inyo County has provided and promoted recreation and physical activity in the General Plan. The

considerations taken into place are off road vehicle use, access to public lands, land use patterns,

seniors and special needs, safety, public facilities, transportation, and hiking, backpacking and stock

trail networks. These provisions are found in the following areas.

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

GOAL GOV.7 Recreation Policies

Policy EJ-PH-1.1
lncorporate Healthy Land Use
Patterns

Policy EJ-PH-1.2
Consider Seniors and Other
Special Needs Populations

Policy LU-2.16
Public, Quasi-Public, and
Supporting Uses

Policy LU-s.1
Open Space and Recreation
Designation (OSR)

Section 7.3 Scenic Highways

Section 7.4 Public Transportation

Section 7.5 Bicycles & Trails

Policy RR-1.1 I Preservation of Railroad Right-of-

r0 See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities.
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Way

Policy ocr4.2 Park-and-Ride Facilities

Section 8.9 Recreation

Section 9.2 Air Quality

Housing Element
Program2.1.7

Regional Housing Working GrouP

To further promote recreation, lnyo County has provided additional policy and implementations'

10.7.2 Goals & Policies

policy SH-1.1 Protect the Qualities of Designated Scenic Routes (Revised 20251

The visual qualities of designated scenic routes should be protected.

Table 10-7. Recreation lmplementation Measures

TIMEFRAME

lmplementation
Measure

lmplementing
Policy

Responsibility 2024-
2029

On-going

EJ-REC
1.0

Encourage compatible
development within
scenic route
viewsheds.

sH-1.1 Planning

EJ-REC
2.0

Consider measures to
enhance development
within scenic route
view sheds, such as
attractive walls,
fencing, berms, and
landscaping.

sH-1.1 Planning
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10.8 CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Under California Government Code S65302(hXl)(B), the General Plan must identify policies to

promote civic engagement in the public decibion-making process in disadvantaged communities.ll
'public 

engagemJniis crucial in pioviding a firm foundation during the decision-making process. This

promotes-th6 development of an inclusive community allowing for all economic, cultural, health,

iafety and environmental matters to be addressed. Having collaboration, partnerships, involvement

and other means of participation is beneficial for the community to build for future opportunities and

have the capability to experience a stable and less-stressful future. This process includes the

individuals in the community along with businesses, agencies and organizations.

10.8.1 Incorporated Goals & Policies

lnyo County provides public engagement through public outreach, public workshops, public meetings,

pjntic hearings and public comments as demonstrated through adopted policies and implementation

and can be found in various locations in the zoning code. Below is a table of the policies and

implementations included in the approved General Plan addressing civic engagement.

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Policy Gov-1.1
Plans for Agencies, Districts,
Utilities, and Local Tribal
Government

Policy Gov-2.1
Continue Participation on
Collaborative Planning Effort

Policy Gov-2.2 Public Participation

Policy Gov-2.3 Public lnvolvement

Policy Gov-2.4
Renewable Energy Solar FacilitY
Development Notice to Residents

Policy RH-1.9
Plan Comprehensive
Transportation system

Policy CUL-1.1 Partnerships in Cultural Programs

Policy CUL-1.5
Local Tribal Government
Consultation

Housing Element
Program 2.1.6 -

2.1.7

Regional Housing GrouP

Partnering with Local
Organizations

Housing Element
Program 3.1.5

rr See Environmental Justice Element Section 10.2 - Inyo County has no disadvantaged communities
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Housing Element
Program 3.1.6

Major Employer Working Group

Housing Element
Program 3.1.7

Establishing a Housing Specialist
Position

Housing Element
Program 3.2.1

Developer and Property Owner
Outreach

Housing Element
Proqram 3.4.1

Mobile Home Park Residents
Ownership Assistance

Housing Element
Program 4.1.1

Coordination with Self-Help
Housing Groups

Housing element
Programs 5.1.1 -

5.2.1

Work with Homeowners for
Permitting

Housing Element
Program7.2.'l

Work with Housing Stakeholder
Group

Housing Element
Program 7.3

Carshare and accessory
commercial units

Policy EJ-SSH-
1.4

Legacy Communities Public
Facilities

Policy PSU-7.3 Citizen Participation
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10.9 PRIORITIZING IMPROVEMENTS &
PROGRAMS

When disadvantaged communities are identified in an area, California Government Code

SOS3O2(hX1XB) requires the General Plan identify objectives and policies toprioritize improvements

inO programs to address the needs of these communities. As discussed in Section 10.2 of the

Enviionmental Justice Element, lnyo County has no disadvantage communities. However, there are

policies and implementations that provide prioritization to different effort and programs.

10.9.1 lncorporated Goals and Policies

The General Plan of lnyo County has prioritized policies and procedures as identified as needed for

the area. The specific prioritizations have been adopted and are as detailed in the below table.

Goals and/or
Policies

Title or Reference

Policy Gov-2.3 Public lnvolvement

Policy GOV-2/ Renewable Energy Solar FacilitY
Developers Notification

Policy LU-1.2 New Growth

Policy LU-3.9(d)
Central Business District
Standards

Policy LU-4.6 Circulation and Safety

Policy PSU-8.1
Fire Protection for New
Development

Policy RH-1.1
Prioritize Maintenance,
Rehabilitation, and Reconstruction

Policy RH-1.8 Priority to Efficiency Projects

Policy RH-1.9
Plan Comprehensive
Transportation System

Policy FLD-1.2 Development in Floodplain

Policy GEO-1.1 Devel Hazard Constraints

Poli EJ-FA-1.2 Farmers Markets

Policy EJ-FA-1.5 Food Access at Public Events

Section 9.8
M u lti-J urisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan
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Additionally, the General Plan also requires, encourages and promotes some objectives before the

ultimate enO of the goals are met which can be found in several places throughout the General Plan
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RESOLUTION NO. 2O26.0I

A RESOLUTION OF TIIE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY

oF INYO, STATE oF.CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDING THAT THE

BOARDoFSUPERVISORSCERTIF.YTHEENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICEELEMENTIsEXEMPTFROMTHECALIFORNIA

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) AND MAKE CERTAIN

FINDINGS WITH RESPECT To AND APPROVE, GENERAL PLAN

AMENDMENT NO. 2O2S.O6iENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ELEMENT

WHEREAS, the Environmental Justice Element is a required component of the

General Plan Housing Element, and pursuant to the direction of the California

Department Housing-and Community Development (HCD), Government Code Section

e s 
jozgrl and senate Bill 1000 (2016), must be adopted in order to have the Inyo

County 6th Cycle Housing Element Update certified; and

WHEREAS, the 6th Cycle Housing Element Update was originally adopted by the 
.

Board of Supervisors on Augus t 16,2022 and certified by HCD in August 2022; and

WHEREAS, the 6th cycle Housing Element Update was amended and adopted by the

Board of Superuisors on Septembet26,2023 andcertified by HCD on October 30,

2023; and

WHEREAS, the County began work on the Environmental Justice Element in August

2022; and

WHEREAS' pursuant to Senate Bill I 8 (sB l8) and Government code Section

65352.3, on Septemb er 22, 2022, the county requested a list of appropriate Native

American contacts from the California Native American Heritage Commission

(NAHC), to request consultations regarding the Environmental Justice Element; and

WHEREAS, the NAHC transmitted a list of Native American contacts to the County

on Novemb er 14,2023 for purposes of SB l8 consultation regarding the Environmental

Justice Element; and

WHEREAS, on Novemb er 15,2023 the County sent certified letters initiating Native

American Consultation pursuant to the California Government Code Sections 65040'2'

65092, 65351, 65352.3, 65352.4, 65562.5, with Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the owens

Valley, Bishop Paiute Tribe, Death Valley Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe, Fort

Independence-Indian Community of Paiutes, Kern Valley Indian Community, Lone

Pine Paiute-shoshone Tribe, North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians, Tule River Indian

Tribe, Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians, Walker River Reservation and

Wuksachi Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band; and

WHEREAS, as specified by SB l8 and per Government Code Section 65352'3,the

tribes have 90 days to initiate the consultation after notification; and



WHEREAS, only the Bishop Paiute Tribe requested consultation; and

WHEREAS, on February 23,2024,County Staff meet with the Bishop Paiute Tribe for

consultation to discuss the Environmental Justice Element and the Tribe provided

comment and suggestions; and

WHER-EAS, on Wednesclay, Augustz3,2025,the Inyo county Planning commission

held a duty-noticed public workshop to educate interested parties about the

Environmlntal Justice Etement and the proposed adoption process and took comments;

and

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, october 7 ,2025,the Inyo county Board of Supervisors held

a duly noticed public *o.k.hop to educate interested parties about the Environmental

Justice Elemeni and the proposed adoption process and took comments; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to sections 65854 and 65855 of the Government Code, the Inyo

County Planning Commission is required to conduct a public hearing on proposed.

General plan Amendments and to make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors;

and

WHEREAS, on January 3,2026,the County published notice in the Inyo Register of a

public hearing to take public comment on General Plan Amendment2025-

b6lEnvironmintal Justice Element to be held on January 28,2026; and

WHEREAS, on January 28,2026,the Inyo County Planning Commission held a duly-

noticed public hearing to consider and recommend the adoption of the General Plan

Amendm en t 2025 -06 lBnvironmental Justice Element; and

WHEREAS, the Inyo county Board of supervisors, through Section l5'12.040 of the

Inyo County Code, iras designated the Planning Commission to serve as the

Environmental Review goaid pursuant to Section 15022 of the California

Environmental Quality act (CbqA) Guidelines and maintain responsibility for the

environmental review of all County projects; and

WIIEREAS, the Environmental Justice Element is a state-mandated policy document

that works to provide equity, health and environmental protection for all of Inyo County's

residents as such qualifies ior the Common Sense Exemption under CEQA Guidelines

$15061(bx3), because the adoption of the policy bears no possibility of significant

environmental effect; and

WHEREAS, the Planning commission does hereby find and declare that approval of

the General Plan Environmental Justice Element is in the public interest;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVtrD, by the Inyo County Planning

Commission, that based on all of the written and oral comment and input received at

the January i8,2026, hearing, including the Planning Department Staff Report for the

project, the Inyo County Planning Commission makes the following findings regarding

inehnat draft General Plan Environmental Justice Element and hereby recommends

that the Inyo Counfy Board of Superuisors adopt the following findings for the

proposed project:

The recitals above are incorporated herein as findings.

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS

L) The Environment Justice Element update is a policy 
-document 

that works to

provide equity, health and environmental protection for all of Inyo County's

residents as such qualifies for the Common Sense Exemption under CEQA

Guidelines $l506lOX3), because the adoption of the policy bears no possibility

of signifi cant environmental effect'

2.) Based on substantial evidence in the record, the proposed General Plan

Environmental Justice Element is consistent with the goals and policies of the

Inyo County General Plan'

Based on substantial evidence in the record, the proposed General Plan

Environmental Justice Element is consistent with the purposes and intent of Title

l8 (Zoning Ordinance) of the Inyo County Code.

Based on substantial evidence in the record, the General Plan Environmental

Justice Element complies with California Government Code Section 65302(h)

(i.e., the State's regulations for Environmental Justice Elements)'

3.)

4.)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Planning Commission recommends that the Board of

Supervisors take the following actions:

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Certiff that the Environmental Justice Element is a exempt from CEQA under

General Rule 15061(bX3) as was presented to and considered by the Board, and

reflects the independent judgment of the Board'

Z. Make certain findings with respect to, and approve General Plan Amendment No

?025-06lqnvironmentalJustice Element based on all of the information in the

public record and on recommendation of the Planning Commission.

J



PASSED AND ADOPTED this 28th day of January, 2026,by the following vote of the

Inyo County Planning Commission:

AYES; 4
NOES: I
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

&H";"9*9.
Caitlin Morley, Chair
Inyo County Planning Commission

Cathreen Richards, Planning Direotor

By

Seuetary of the Commission
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RESOLUTION NO.2O26-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF'

INYO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, CERTIFYING THAT THE PROVISIONS OF

THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) HAVE BEEN

MET AND MAKING CERTAIN F'INDINGS WITH RESPECT TO AND
APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2025.06/INYO COUNTY _

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTTCE ELEMENT

WHEREAS, the Environmental Justice Element is required pursuant to the direction of the

Calilornia Department Housing and Comrrtunity Development (l-lCD), Governtnent Code Section

65302(h) and 
-senate 

B ill I 000 (20 l6) in order to have the Inyo County 6th Cyclc I lousing Element

Update maintain compliance; and

WHEREAS' the 6th Cycle Housing Element Update was originally adopted by the Board of
Supervisors on August 16,2022 and certified by HCD in August 2022: and

WHEREAS, the 6th Cycle Housing Element Update was amended and re-adopted by the

Board of Supervisors on September26,2023 and re-certified by HCD on October 30,2023; and

WHEREAS, the County began work on the EnvironmentalJustice Element in August 2022;

and

WHEREAS, the Inyo County Planning Department determined the project is exempt fiom

environmental review under CEQA Guidelines Section I 5061(bX3), general rule, on the basis that

it could have no possibility of causing significant environmental effects as the Environmental

Justice Element is a policy document that works to provide equity, health and environmental

protection for all of Inyo County's residents and has meet the requirements set forth by the State

of Califomia;and

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2023 the County sent certified letters.initiating Native

American Consultation pursuant to the California Government Code Sections 65040,2,65092,

65351, 65352.3,65352.4,65562.5,with Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley, Bishop Paiute

Tribe, Death Valley Timbisha Shoshone Tribe, Fort Independence Indian Community of Paiutes,

Kern Valley Indian Community, Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, North for Rancheria of Mono

Indians, Tule River Indian Tribe, Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians, Walker River

Reservation and Wuksachi Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band; and

WHEREAS, on December 1,2023 the Bishop Paiute Tribe requested consultation; and

WHEREAS, on February 23,2024, planning department staff met with staff from the Bishop

Paiute Tribe to discuss the Tribe's thoughts and comments on the Environmental Justice Element;

and

WHEREAS, planning department staff incorporated the Bishiop Paiute Tribe's suggestions,

primarily regarding food access into the draft Environmental Justice Element; and

WHEREAS, following a duly noticed public hearing on January 28,2026, the lnyo County Planning
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Commission passed Resolution 2025-07 recommending the Inyo County Board of Supervisors certify the

Ceneral Plan Amendment No. 2025-O6llnyo County - Environmental Justice Element as exempt from

CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(bX3) and approve the project; and

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2026, following a duly noticed public hearing, having reviewed and

considered all the information and evidence presented to it, including public testimony, written comments,

staffreports and presentation, the Board ofSupervisors made the required findings and approved General

Plan Amendment No. 2025-06llnyo County - Environmental Justice Element'

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF',

INYO FINDS AND RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: 'fhe above recitals are incorporated herein as findings.

SECTION TWO: General Plan Amendment No. 2025-06llnyo County - Environmental

Justice Element is exempt from environmental review under CEQA Guidelines Section

15061(bX3), the general rule.

SECTION THREE: Based on substantial evidence in the record, the proposed General

Plan Amendment is consistent with the Goals and Policies ofthe Inyo County General Plan

and with Title l8 (Zoning Ordinance) of the Inyo County Code.

SECTION FOUR: The Environment Justice Element is a policy document that works to

provide equity, health and environmental protection for all of Inyo County's residents.

SECTION FIVE: The General Plan Amendment No. 2025-06llnyo County

Environmental Justice Element meets the requirement of the California Department of
I{ousing and Development of adopting an Environmental Justice Element in order for the

6th Cycle Housing Element to maintain compliance.

SECTION SIX: the Board of Supervisors of the County of Inyo does hereby approve

General Plan Amendment No. 2025-06lInyo County - Environmental Justice Element.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS March 3,2026.

AYES: -5- Supervisors Roeser, Orrill, Griffiths, Wadelton and Marcellin

NOES: -0-

ABSTAIN: -0-

J



ABSENf: -0-

AT'TES'I

David Fraser
Clerk of the Board
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/l'l&/"

T'rina Orri ll, Chairperson
Inyo County Eloard of SuPervisors

By
Darcy Israel, Assistant
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