SELF-GUIDED TOUR
HISTORIC EQUIPMENT YARD

Eastern Califomi'a MuS'eum



Introduction

Initial exploration and settlement of
the Owens Valley in the early 1860s led to a
series of armed conflicts with the local
Indian population. Following the forced
removal of some of the valley's Indians to
Fort Tejon, conflicts diminished, and

settlement and mining exploration began in
earnest.

A correspondent to the Visalia Delta

reported that, "I have arrived with a party
of 56 men, one familv, 82 voke of oxen, and
saddle horse innumerable. The wvallev

contains 52 claims of 160 acres each . .
Just heard of 40 men, all farmers, and twelve
ox teams, who have just arrived."

Farming and mining continued to be the
focus of activity for several decades. By
1910, the valley had 438 farms; this number
increased to 521 by 1820.

Following the turn of the century, the
City of Los Angeles began to acquire land.
The Los Angeles Aqueduct was constructed 1908-
1913 to transport the water from the Owens
Valley to the City of Los Angeles.

The exhibits you will see on this tour
are the memories of that time of family
farms, prospectors, and the massive
construction project of the Los Angeles
Agueduct.



Within the Equipment Yard, and around
the outside perimeter, are assorted
implements and machinery, reminders of the

once intense farming, ranching and mining
industries of Invo County.

Your tour begins with the horse-drawn
machinery of the farming era.

1S PLOWS

The WALKING PLOW was pulled by a Z2-horse
team, guided by a man walking in the furrow
behind the plow. RIDING PLOWS, represented
here by a John Deere 352, turned one or more
furrows at a time and required 4 or 5-horse
teams, as did the disk plows. You will see
both 1 and 2-bottom plows manufactured by
P & O of Canto, Illinois.




20 CULTIVATORS

HARROWS were used to prepare the soil
for planting. There are examples of DISK
HARROWS, SPRING, SPIKE and FLAIL HARROWS as
well as a ROLLER or CLOD CRUSHER.

CULTIVATORS are implements used to
control weeds in new row crops. Sets of
CULTIVATOR DISKS or small, double-shared
SHOVEL ATTACHMENTS built mounds around row-
crops Lo preserve moisture, as well as to
help control excessive weed growth.

3. PLANTERS

POTATO PLANTERS opened a furrow, dropped
in the cut potato, then covered the furrow.
CORN PLANTERS dropped seed corn at regulated
intervals. The space was controlled by chain-
driven gears or by a knotted rope that
tripped the seed release mechanism. GRAIN
DRILLS dropped wheat or oat seed through
multiple spouts, while a trailing chain
harrow covered the seed. A MONITOR brand
grain drill can be examined for the various
features mentioned.



4. HARVESTERS

GRAIN BINDERS (International Harvester-
Deering Ideal) were pulled through standing
grain crops. The cut stalks fell onto a
moving canvas conveyvor, where they were bound
into bundles with twine and dropped to the
ground. CORN BINDERS operated in a similar
fashion, cutting one row of stalks at a
time. The ears of corn were later removed
from the stalks and corn shellers were used

to remove the kernels. POTATO DIGGERS (see
item 11).
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This 1937 advertisement offers the tractor binder in 8' as
well as 10’ size



g HAY RAKIES 5) HAY FORKS

The RIDING MOWERS (Oliver, John Deere,
International Harvester and McCormick-
Deering) were pulled by a team of 2 horses.
Gearing in the wheel hub powered the
mechanical sickle. One mower sickle bar is
locked upright for travel. HAY FORKS with
wheels were pulled through the mowed grass of
hay, collecting large piles that were then
hauled to the stacking areas. HAY RAKES
piled the cut hay and grass into windrows to
dry. The cured hayv was forked by hand onto
racks or wagons. Smaller hay forks on cables
were used to lift the hay onlo outdoor stacks
or into barn havmows.




e HAY BALER

The John Deere HAY BALER was powered
by a belt, driven by a gasoline engine
tractor: Hay balers picked up and compacted
hay or grass. Two men tied the bale with
wire before it was ejected.

Note: Discarded baling wire was standard
mending material on farms and ranches. Much
of the equipment on display has been
reinforced with baling wire.

8. HEAVY WAGONS

The heavy wagons were used by the City of
Los Angeles, Department of Water and Power,
for hauling pipe, machinery and materials for
the aqueductl system. The DUMP WAGON was made
of heavy planking and has two levers to open
the floor sections for unloading. A low-
slung wagon with a wheel of a smaller
diameter worked like a modern LOW-BOY,
hauling very heavy loads.

9. UTILITY WAGONS

These wagons hauled freight, produce and
anything that could be loaded onto the wagon
bed. The wagon with the elevated seat is a
CALIFORNIA RACK, on other styvles, the springs
of the wooden seat rest directly on the sides
of the wagons.



10. MANURE SPREADER

Manure from horses, cows, pigs and
chickens was utilized. The MANURE SPREADER
had a moving chain made of metal rods and a
svstem of disks and spikes that pulverized
the manure and spread it onto the soil as Lhe
wagon moved over the field.

11. POTATO DIGGER

POTATO DIGGERS harvestied the root crop
by digeging into the ground with a wide metal
blade, routing the earth and potatoes over a
metal rod convevor, leaving the potaloes on
the surface tio be picked up by hand. The two
polato diggers on displav were powered by
1) a gasoline engine, and 2) by the POWER
TAKE-OFF (P.T.0Q.) on a tractor.



L7 EARTHMOVERS

SLIPS, small scoops with 2 handles, were
operated by one man with a 2-horse team.
FRESNO SCRAPERS moved more dirt than slips.
One man drove the team, while a second man
guided and dumped the heavy scoop. HEAVY
PLOWS were used Lo break up compacted soil.
GRADERS moved variable amounts of earth.
Rears and levers adjusted the blade, varving
the slope and depth of the cut.

L&) FARM TRACTORS

Gasoline engines gradually replaced
horse-powered implements. The gasoline era
is well represented by the small FORDSON
tractor with metal wheels and the much larsger
MODEL 30/60 (Avery Company) tractor with an
opposed cvlinder engine and free-standing
radiator.




14. THRESHING MACHINE

The Russell threshing machine (pictured
on the front of the brochure) is in a compact
traveling configuration. A tractor pulled
the massive machine to the work area, then
faced the thresher at a distance of about 50
feet, furnishing power via a pulley driven
continuous belt. Bundles of grain were
carried into the thresher by conveyor, where
the twine was automatically cut. Beaters and
shaking beds separated the grain from the
straw. On one side there is an opening with
rods to hold sacks for the clean grain.

Straw was blown through the long spout,
forming a stack nearby.

15. D.W.P. EQUIPMENT

The City of Los Angeles, Department of
Water and Power used the equipment in this
area in the construction of the Los Ansgeles
Aqueduct.

Teams of mules were used to pull these
massive wagons. One wagon holds a water
tank, others could carry sections of pipe,
big timbers or similar heavy loads. Cement
carts were used to line certain sections of
aqueduct with concrete.



1L(5) HORSE-DRAWN EQUIPMENT

Horses pulled by leaning into their
collars, horse-power being transmitted
through the TUGS or TRACES to SINGLE-TREES
and WHIPPLE-TREES. Chains from HAMES to the
collar held up and controlled the wasgon
Longue, determining direction. Each horse or
mule was hitched to a single-tree. Two sets
of whipple-trees hang on the vard fence; one
with metal parts for heavy construction
hauling, the other perhaps for a lead team on
a freight wagon. Farm wagons used lighter
versions.

17. MANUFACTURING/PRODUCTION

Incomplete power units lie on the
ground; pullevs, gears, shafts to power
drills, saws, etc. Pulley size controlled
speed. Water pumps illustrate design Lypes.






