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Aaron Cassell             Fifth District                  (760) 872-2712 FAX 
                                                          inyoplanning@inyocounty.us  
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Cathreen Richards  Planning Director 
Danielle Visuaño   Senior Planner 
Ryan Standridge    Associate Planner 
Cynthia Draper   Associate Planner 
Sally Faircloth   Project Coordinator 
Michael Errante   Public Works Director 
Denelle Carrington  Interim County Administrator 
Christian Milovich  Assistant County Counsel 
 
This meeting will be held in the Board of Supervisors Room located at 224 N. Edwards Street, 
in Independence California, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
 
• Items will be heard in the order listed on the agenda unless the Planning Commission rearranges the order, or the items are continued.  

Estimated start times are indicated for each item.  The times are approximate, and no item will be discussed before its listed time. 
• Lunch Break will be given at the Planning Commission’s convenience. 
• The Planning Commission Chairperson will announce when public testimony can be given for items on the agenda. The Commission will 

consider testimony on both the project and related environmental documents. 
• The applicant or any interested person may appeal all final decisions of the Planning Commission to the Board of Supervisors.  Appeals must 

be filed in writing to the Inyo County Board of Supervisors within 15 calendar days per ICC Chapter 15 [California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Procedures] and Chapter 18 (Zoning), and 10 calendar days per ICC Chapter 16 (Subdivisions), of the action by the Planning 
Commission.  If an appeal is filed, there is a fee of $300.00.  Appeals and accompanying fees must be delivered to the Clerk of the Board 
Office at County Administrative Center Independence, California. If you challenge in court any finding, determination or decision made 
pursuant to a public hearing on a matter contained in this agenda, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised 
at the public hearing, or in written correspondence delivered to the Inyo County Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing. 

 
Public Notice:  In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the Planning Department at (760) 878-0263 (28 CFR 35.102-3.104 ADA Title II).  Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the County 
to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  Should you because of a disability require appropriate alternative 
formatting of this agenda, please notify the Planning Department 2 hours prior to the meeting to enable the County to make the agenda available in 
a reasonable alternative format (Government Code Section 54954.2). 
 
 

October 28, 2026  
 
10:00 A.M.  
 
1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  
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2. ROLL CALL – Roll Call to be taken by staff. 
 
3.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – This is the opportunity for anyone in the audience to 

address the Planning Commission on any planning subject that is not scheduled on the 
agenda. 

 
4.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Approval of minutes from the September 23, 2026, 

Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
5.         AMENDMENT TO RECLAMATION PLAN 1996-10 – CALTRANS DEATH 

VALLEY JUNCTION MATERIAL SITE #286A- The applicant, California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans), requests an amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 96-10 for 
the Death Valley Junction Material Site #286A (Mine ID #91-14-0046). The amendment 
proposes to extend the term of the Reclamation Plan through 2046 and update the 
revegetation provisions, including incorporation of a site-specific native seed mixture. The 
amendment does not propose an expansion of the existing disturbance area, an increase in 
the established maximum excavation depth, or a change in the approved post-mining land 
use of open space and wildlife habitat. Continued use of the site is subject to applicable 
authorization from the Bureau of Land Management. The project is exempt from CEQA 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15301 (Existing Facilities), Class 1. 

 
6. STIPULATED ORDER -SOUTHWEST GLOBAL (GLOBAL PUMICE) : The Public 

hearing to consider approval of a Stipulated Order to Comply for the Global Pumice 
Olancha Mine pursuant to Public Resources Code §2774.1. The Order addresses 
violations identified in a June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation related to continued mining 
beyond the approved permit term, phased mining, concurrent reclamation, revegetation, 
and financial assurance requirements, and establishes requirements and a schedule for the 
operator to achieve compliance. Action is exempt from CEQA (Guidelines §15321) 

 
 
 7. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS/COMMENTS 
 
 8. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 9. ADJORN 
        
 
 

Action 
Items 
Public 

Hearing 
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COUNTY OF INYO 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 MEETING 
 

COMMISSIONERS: 
HOWARD LEHWALD                                     FIRST DISTRICT   Inyo County Planning Commission 
CAITLIN (KATE) J.  MORLEY   SECOND DISTRICT (CHAIR)  Post Office Drawer L 
TODD VOGEL    THIRD DISTRICT    Independence, CA 93526 
CALLIE PEEK    FOURTH DISTRICT (VICE)                      (760) 878-0263 
AARON CASSELL    FIFTH DISTRICT   (760) 872-0712 FAX  
                              
                                                     
 STAFF: 
CATHREEN RICHARDS   PLANNING DIRECTOR 
CHRISTIAN MILOVICH   ASSISTANT COUNTY COUNSEL 
RYAN STANDRIDGE   ASSOCIATE PLANNER     
DANIELLE VISUANO   SENIOR PLANNER  
CYNTHIA DRAPER   ASSISTANT PLANNER   
SALLY FAIRCLOTH   PROJECT COORDINATOR 
DAVID FRASER      INTERIM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
MIKE ERRANTE    PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
The Inyo County Planning Commission met in regular session on Wednesday, September 23, 2026. Commissioner Morley opened the 
meeting at 10:00  a.m. These minutes are to be considered for approval by the Planning Commission at their next scheduled meeting.  
 
 
ITEM 1: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All recited the Pledge of Allegiance at 10:01 a.m.  
 
ITEM 2: ROLL CALL - Commissioners Todd Vogel, Callie Peek, Aaron Cassell, and Kate 

Morley, were present. 
   

Staff present: Cathreen Richards, Planning Director, Ryan Standridge, Associate 
Planner, and Christian Milovich, Assistant County Counsel.  
 
Staff absent: Denelle Carrington, Interim County Administrator; Michael Errante, 
Public Works Director. 
 

 
ITEM 3: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – This item provides the opportunity for the public 

to address the Planning Commission on any planning subject that is not scheduled on 
the agenda.   

 
Chair Morley opened Public Comment Period at 10:03 a.m. and explained that 
members of the public could address the Commission regarding matters not otherwise 
scheduled on the agenda. Chair Morley requested that comments concerning Items 6 
and 7 be held until those items were heard. 
 
Chair Morley asked if there was anyone in the audience wishing to make a public 
comment. 
 
No comments were made.   
 
Chair Morley closed Public Comment Period at 10:03 a.m. 
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ITEM 4:   APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 28, 2026 PLANNING 
COMMISSION MEETING 
 
The Commission considered the January 28, 2026 Planning Commission meeting minutes, 
which had previously been continued from the July 22, 2026 meeting. Commissioner Peek  
moved to approve the minutes, and Commissioner Cassell seconded the motion. The 
motion carried 4-0, with one Commissioners absent. 

 
 
ITEM 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 22, 2026, PLANNING 

COMMISSION MEETING 
   
 The Commission considered the July 22, 2026 Planning Commission meeting minutes. 

Commissioner Vogel moved to approve the minutes, and Commissioner Peek seconded 
the motion. The motion carried 4-0, with one Commissioner absent. 

 
ITEM 6: BONANZA PEAK SOLAR PROJECT - Renewable Energy Development 

Agreements (REDAs) 2026-01 and 2026-02 - Informational Presentation and Public 
Comment 

Planning Director Cathreen Richards introduced the proposed Renewable Energy 
Development Agreements (REDAs) associated with the Bonanza Peak Solar Project. Ms. 
Richards explained that the Planning Commission was not being asked to approve the 
REDAs because, under the Inyo County Code, the Board of Supervisors is the approval 
authority. She stated that the Planning Commission hearing was informational and 
intended to receive public comment. Comments received at the meeting, as well as 
written comments received prior to the Board hearing, would be provided to the Board of 
Supervisors for consideration. 

Ms. Richards introduced Stacey Simon, County Counsel, who had assisted with the 
negotiation and preparation of the proposed REDAs. 

Ms. Simon explained that development agreements are not frequently used in Inyo 
County because the County does not typically process development projects of this scale. 
She explained that a development agreement provides a developer with certainty 
regarding the local development regulations that will apply to a project during the term of 
the agreement. In exchange, the County may negotiate community benefits beyond those 
otherwise required as project mitigation. 

Ms. Simon explained that two REDAs are proposed for the Bonanza Peak Solar Project, 
corresponding to two project regions. 

For Region 1, the developer agreed to provide $2 million through the County to the 
Southern Inyo Fire Protection District for the planning, assessment, approval, and 
construction of a firehouse in Charleston View. Ms. Simon explained that the proposed 
firehouse resulted from outreach conducted with the Charleston View community 
regarding benefits residents believed would be appropriate for the area. 

 



County of Inyo  Page 3 Planning Commission Minutes  
  September 23, 2026 

 

For Region 2, the developer agreed to provide $500,000, prior to issuance of a building or 
grading permit, toward completing the environmental review required to implement the 
existing Charleston View Community Plan. Ms. Simon explained that a community 
planning process had previously been completed for Charleston View, but the plan had 
not been implemented because the necessary environmental review had not been 
completed. Any portion of the $500,000 remaining after completion of the environmental 
review would not be returned to the developer and could instead be used for road signage 
and firefighting supplies and equipment. 

Ms. Simon also discussed changes to the agreements made after publication of the 
Planning Commission packet. She explained that State law currently provides a property 
tax exclusion applicable to solar energy systems and that the exclusion is scheduled to 
sunset January 1, 2027. The REDAs include provisions addressing the possibility that the 
exclusion could be extended or reenacted. If an applicable exclusion prevents collection 
of property tax otherwise attributable to the project, the developer agreed to make an in-
lieu payment intended to make the County and other affected taxing jurisdictions whole. 

Ms. Simon further explained that the developer agreed to take all necessary steps to 
allocate sales and use taxes paid in connection with project construction to Inyo County 
to the maximum extent permitted by law and to require its contractors and subcontractors 
to do the same. 

Ms. Richards then provided an overview of the Bonanza Peak Solar Project. The 
proposed project consists of an approximately 500-megawatt photovoltaic solar energy 
facility on approximately 2,400 acres within the Charleston View Solar Energy 
Development Area. 

Ms. Richards explained that the project would include photovoltaic panels, power 
conversion systems consisting of inverters and medium-voltage transformers, an 
underground electrical collection system, a high-voltage substation, operations and 
maintenance facilities, a power plant control and monitoring system, communications 
infrastructure, security fencing, and perimeter and interior access roads. 

The project also includes an approximately nine-mile-long, 230-kV generation tie line. 
Approximately one-half mile of the generation tie line would be located on the project 
site in Inyo County, with the remainder crossing BLM-administered land in Nevada and 
connecting to the Trout Canyon Substation. 

Ms. Richards explained that the County's Renewable Energy General Plan Amendment 
establishes development limits for the County's Solar Energy Development Areas. If the 
Bonanza Peak project is approved as proposed, it would utilize the full 500-megawatt 
development allowance shared by the Charleston View and Sandy Valley Solar Energy 
Development Areas, and no additional utility- or commercial-scale solar development 
would be available under that allocation. 

Ms. Richards reviewed public outreach associated with the project. The applicant began 
outreach in April 2024 by sending information to residents and property owners in the 
Charleston View area. Additional public presentations and discussions occurred in 
October and December 2024, with additional outreach continuing in 2025 and 2026. 
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Ms. Richards explained that issues raised through community outreach resulted in 
changes to the proposed project. 

The applicant had initially proposed a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) that would 
allow electricity generated during daylight hours to be stored and transmitted later. 
Community members and the Southern Inyo Fire Protection District expressed concerns 
regarding lithium battery fire hazards. In response to those concerns, the applicant 
removed the BESS component from the proposed project. 

Ms. Richards also discussed groundwater concerns raised during community outreach. 
She stated that the project is anticipated to use approximately 1,085 acre-feet of water 
during the approximately eight-month construction period. Following construction, 
anticipated operational water use would decline to approximately 0.5 acre-foot annually 
for the remainder of the project life. 

In response to groundwater concerns, the applicant proposed a Voluntary Groundwater 
Monitoring Program during construction. Ms. Richards explained that owners of wells 
within approximately one-half mile of the project could request that their wells be 
monitored during construction. If monitoring identifies an effect on a participating well, a 
contingency process would be available to address the issue. 

Ms. Richards discussed the environmental review for the project and explained that the 
County previously certified a Program Environmental Impact Report as part of the 
Renewable Energy General Plan Amendment (REGPA). A project-specific Addendum to 
the Program EIR was prepared for the Bonanza Peak Solar Project, together with 
applicable technical surveys and studies. She stated that the Addendum evaluates the 
project against the impacts, mitigation measures, and site-specific review requirements 
established through the REGPA Program EIR. 

Ms. Richards stated that the REDAs were tentatively scheduled for consideration by the 
Board of Supervisors on October 27, 2026, in Tecopa, and that comments received by the 
Planning Commission would be included with the materials provided to the Board. 

Commission Discussion 

Commissioners asked how electricity generated by the project would be transmitted and 
whether Charleston View would directly receive electricity generated by the facility. 

Staff explained that electricity generated by the facility would enter the larger electrical 
grid and could not simply be designated for delivery directly to Charleston View. 

Commissioners discussed the relationship between the project's 500-megawatt capacity 
and the development allowance established for Charleston View and Sandy Valley. Staff 
clarified that the areas share the 500-megawatt allocation and that development of the 
Bonanza Peak project at its proposed capacity would use the available allocation. 

Commissioners also asked questions regarding the proposed Charleston View fire station, 
including whether funding would provide for equipment in addition to construction of the 
facility. Staff and County Counsel discussed the allocation of REDA funds and the ability  
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to use remaining Region 2 funds for firefighting equipment and supplies after completion 
of the Charleston View Community Plan environmental review. 

A Commissioner asked about the project's proposed water source and whether existing 
wells were located on the project site. 

The applicant stated that approximately six wells exist on the property, several of which 
have not been used for an extended period. The applicant stated that it may be more 
practical to drill a new well rather than rehabilitate some of the older wells and that the 
applicant was also exploring contracts with industrial-scale water suppliers as another 
potential source of construction water. 

Following Commission questions, Chair Morley opened the public hearing. Chair Morley 
explained that comments received would be recorded and forwarded to the Board of 
Supervisors. 

Public Comment 

An applicant representative responded to earlier questions concerning where electricity 
generated by the project would go. The representative explained that electricity flows 
through the interconnected electrical grid based upon system conditions and that the 
project would connect to the Trout Canyon Substation, which, although located in 
Nevada, is interconnected with the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) 
system. 

Laura identified herself as the California Director for Western Watersheds Project and 
stated that she had previously commented on the County's Renewable Energy General 
Plan Amendment. 

She stated that she would have preferred greater reliance on distributed and rooftop solar 
rather than utility-scale solar development and expressed concern that utility-scale 
renewable energy development was being concentrated in remote areas of Inyo County. 

She stated that she was involved in commenting on and opposing several large utility-
scale solar projects proposed across the Nevada border in the southern Pahrump Valley 
and described those areas as federally threatened desert tortoise habitat. 

Laura Cunninghan expressed concern regarding cumulative groundwater impacts. She 
stated that groundwater issues in the Pahrump Valley are significant and expressed 
concern about the Bonanza Peak project's anticipated use of more than 1,000 acre-feet of 
construction water in an already overdrafted basin. She stated that residents in Pahrump 
have had to deepen wells and questioned how the project's groundwater contingency 
measures would address those conditions. 

She also expressed concern regarding fossil resources, rare plants, desert tortoise habitat, 
and the overall landscape of the southern Pahrump Valley. She described the area as 
environmentally and visually significant and stated that people outside Charleston View 
also have an interest in protecting the area. 
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Kevin Emmerich identified himself as representing Basin and Range Watch and stated 
that his organization had followed renewable energy projects in the area for several years. 

Mr. Emmerich discussed transmission infrastructure in the Pahrump Valley and stated 
that an existing transmission line was being upgraded from 230 kV to 500 kV. He stated 
that approximately eight solar projects were active or proposed in the Pahrump Valley in 
connection with increased transmission capacity. 

Mr. Emmerich discussed cumulative groundwater use associated with the proposed solar 
projects. He stated that when the construction water requirements of the various projects 
are considered together, the total could approach approximately 6,500 acre-feet. He stated 
that the basin is already over drafted and asked the County to consider cumulative 
groundwater impacts rather than evaluating the Bonanza Peak project in isolation. 

Mr. Emmerich also discussed cumulative impacts to desert tortoise habitat. He stated that 
approximately 20,000 acres of solar development are proposed on the Nevada side of the 
Pahrump Valley and referenced Bureau of Land Management analysis concerning 
fragmentation of desert tortoise habitat. He expressed concern that development of all of 
the proposed projects could substantially fragment habitat and affect the continued 
presence of desert tortoise in the area. 

Mr. Emmerich stated that impacts from utility-scale solar projects are not temporary and 
that projects of this size permanently alter the landscape despite mitigation measures. 

He also expressed concern regarding the project's proximity to the Old Spanish National 
Historic Trail, potential visual impacts to the historic trail, and impacts to Charleston 
View residents whose properties could be surrounded by solar development. 

Bill Helmer discussed the adequacy of the environmental review and requested 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report rather than reliance on an Addendum. 

Mr. Helmer stated that his concern regarding preparation of an EIR was separate from the 
proposed development agreement and community benefits, including the proposed fire 
station. He emphasized that the CEQA process provides the public an opportunity to 
understand a project's environmental effects, provide information, and comment on 
potential impacts and mitigation. 

Mr. Helmer specifically discussed the Old Spanish National Historic Trail. He stated that 
he was a member of an organization associated with the trail, had previously worked for 
the National Park Service, participated in the trail feasibility study beginning in 
approximately 1998, and had personally hiked approximately 350 miles of the trail, 
including through the Charleston View area. 

Mr. Helmer expressed concern that the Addendum and supporting cultural resource 
analysis did not adequately address site-specific impacts to the Old Spanish Trail. He 
stated that the trail should not be evaluated solely as a narrow line on a map but as a 
broader historic corridor. He referenced previous National Park Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and California Energy Commission studies that he stated recognized the 
broader historic landscape associated with the trail. 
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Mr. Helmer stated that the Bonanza Peak Solar Project is located within that historic 
corridor and expressed concern that the cultural resource analysis relied in part on the 
physical distance between the project and the mapped trail alignment in determining 
impacts. He stated that the trail should be evaluated as a historic resource and cultural 
landscape rather than solely as an archaeological resource. 

Mr. Helmer expressed concern that previous studies and analyses of the Old Spanish 
Trail corridor were not adequately considered in the project's cultural resource analysis. 

Mr. Helmer requested preparation of an EIR so that site-specific impacts could be more 
fully evaluated, the public could participate in the environmental review process, and 
potential mitigation measures could be considered. 

Lynn Bolton identified herself as a resident of Lee Vining and Conservation Chair for the 
Range of Light Group of the Sierra Club, which covers Inyo and Mono Counties. 

Ms. Bolton stated that she had been following and commenting on solar projects in the 
Pahrump Valley as well as other environmental issues throughout the region. She 
acknowledged that public meetings had been conducted in Tecopa, Shoshone, and 
Charleston View but stated that those communities do not represent everyone who has an 
interest in the Charleston View area. 

Ms. Bolton stated that she had visited and photographed Charleston View and described 
the area as a creosote ecosystem with views of the surrounding mountains. She stated that 
people who do not live immediately within Charleston View may nevertheless care about 
the area and its environmental resources. 

Ms. Bolton expressed concern regarding public access to project information. She stated 
that she had heard about earlier meetings concerning the project and proposed fire station 
but did not have documents available to review at that time. She stated that she received 
project materials in connection with notice of the Planning Commission meeting and had 
begun reviewing them. 

Ms. Bolton requested that project maps identify Tecopa Road and the Old Spanish Trail 
so that members of the public could better understand the relationship and distance 
between the proposed solar facilities, the roadway, and the historic trail. 

Ms. Bolton also requested that any well-used to provide project water be monitored and 
metered and that pumping data be reported to the Inyo County Water Department and 
made available to the public. 

She expressed concern regarding groundwater conditions in Pahrump Valley Basin 162, 
stated that the basin is over drafted, and expressed concern that without metering and 
reporting, the public would not know the actual amount of groundwater used during 
construction. 

Ms. Bolton also requested additional information concerning desert tortoise populations 
and habitat. She expressed concern that the project area functions as a wildlife corridor 
and that additional solar development could further restrict desert tortoise movement in 
conjunction with other solar projects in the Pahrump Valley. 
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Ms. Bolton requested more complete environmental information and stated that a fuller 
CEQA review would provide the public with additional information concerning the 
project's environmental impacts. 

Following public testimony, Chair Morley requested clarification regarding the County's 
CEQA process, including why the project was being reviewed through an Addendum 
rather than a new EIR and under what circumstances additional environmental review 
would be required. 

Robert Eckerton of HELIX Environmental Planning, the County's environmental 
consultant for the Bonanza Peak Solar Project, addressed the Commission. 

Mr. Eckerton explained that the Charleston View Solar Energy Development Area was 
specifically evaluated as part of the Program Environmental Impact Report prepared for 
the Renewable Energy General Plan Amendment. He explained that CEQA provides for 
tiering and streamlining from a program-level environmental document when a 
subsequent project is consistent with the program previously evaluated. 

Mr. Eckerton explained that the project-specific Addendum compares the Bonanza Peak 
Solar Project with the impacts and mitigation measures analyzed in the REGPA Program 
EIR. He stated that the analysis examines whether the project would result in a new 
impact, substantially increase a previously identified impact, or require mitigation not 
contemplated by the Program EIR. 

Mr. Eckerton stated that if the site-specific analysis identified an impact outside the 
environmental envelope evaluated by the REGPA Program EIR, the County could not 
continue processing the project through an Addendum and a higher level of 
environmental review, such as a subsequent or focused EIR, would be required. 

Mr. Eckerton stated that site-specific technical analysis had been conducted for the 
environmental topic areas addressed by the REGPA Program EIR and that the Addendum 
was supported by numerous technical studies. He stated that the County's preliminary 
determination was that the Bonanza Peak Solar Project fits within the environmental 
impact envelope previously evaluated by the REGPA Program EIR and that further 
CEQA analysis was therefore not required. 

Staff stated that the Addendum and supporting technical studies were available on the 
County's website. 

Chair Morley asked whether the explanation addressed the questions raised concerning 
the CEQA process. 

Following the discussion, Chair Morley asked whether any additional members of the 
public wished to comment. No additional comments were received. 

Chair Morley closed the public hearing. 
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Chair Morley stated that the Planning Commission would not take action on the REDAs 
because the hearing was informational. She stated that the Commission had received the 
public testimony and written comments and that the comments would be forwarded to the 
Board of Supervisors. 

Staff reiterated that the Board of Supervisors hearing was tentatively scheduled for 
October 27, 2026, in Tecopa and encouraged members of the public to submit comments 
in writing and participate in the Board hearing. 

A member of the public asked whether another hearing would occur before the October 
27 Board hearing. Staff explained that the Planning Commission hearing was the 
Commission-level informational hearing and that the next scheduled public hearing 
would be before the Board of Supervisors. Staff clarified that written comments could 
continue to be submitted prior to the Board hearing. 

No action was taken by the Planning Commission on Item 6. 

ITEM 7: ZONE TEXT AMENDMENT 2026-02 
 

Planning Director Cathreen Richards introduced the item and clarified for the record that 
the Zone Text Amendment had incorrectly been identified as 2026-01 and should be 
identified as Zone Text Amendment 2026-02. 
 
Ms. Richards explained that during review of the Bonanza Peak Solar Project, Planning 
identified ambiguity in Inyo County Code Section 21.20.020 regarding the types of 
development standards that may be modified for renewable energy projects. 
 
Ms. Richards stated that the existing section contains a list of standards that may be 
modified but does not clearly identify setbacks. Staff explained that the ambiguity became 
relevant to the Bonanza Peak project because the project encompasses numerous individual 
parcels. Application of a 50-foot setback to each side of every internal parcel boundary 
could result in approximately 100 feet of separation between solar facilities located on 
adjoining parcels. 
 
Ms. Richards explained that the proposed amendment would remove the existing itemized 
list and clarify that the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors may establish 
project-specific development standards and mitigation measures determined appropriate 
for a renewable energy project. Standards not specifically modified would continue to be 
governed by Title 18. 
 
Commissioners discussed maintaining setbacks around the exterior project perimeter while 
allowing flexibility along internal parcel boundaries. Staff stated that the Bonanza Peak 
project would retain the applicable exterior setback and that the issue primarily involved 
internal parcel boundaries. 
 
Ms. Richards explained that the amendment was intended to clarify existing authority and 
provide greater flexibility to address renewable energy projects on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Chair Morley opened the public hearing. 
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No public comments were received. 
 
Chair Morley closed the public hearing and returned the item to the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Vogel moved to recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve Zone 
Text Amendment 2026-02 and adopt the associated ordinance based upon the findings 
contained in the staff report. Commissioner Peek seconded the motion. 
 
Chair Morley called for a roll-call vote. The motion carried 4-0, with one Commissioner 
absent. 
 
 

ITEM  8.       COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT/COMMENTS  
 

Commissioners discussed opportunities for Planning Commissioner training and 
attendance at planning-related conferences. 
Discussion included prior training experiences and whether future County budgets could 
include funding specifically for Commissioner training or conference attendance. 
Commissioners noted that training could be particularly beneficial to newly appointed 
Commissioners in understanding their roles and responsibilities. 

 
No action was taken. 

  
ITEM 9.      DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

 
Planning Director Cathreen Richards discussed scheduling the next Planning Commission 
meeting in consideration of the October 27, 2026 Board of Supervisors meeting in Tecopa 
and County Counsel availability. 
 
Ms. Richards and the Commission discussed retaining the regularly scheduled October 28, 
2026 meeting date but changing the meeting time from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The next Planning Commission meeting was scheduled for October 28, 2026, at 2:00 p.m., 
subject to confirmation of County Counsel availability. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT   

Commissioner Peek moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Vogel seconded the 
motion. The motion carried 4-0, with One Commissioner absent. 

Chair Morley adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m. 
 
 

 
Prepared by:       
Ryan Standridge 
Planning Department 
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AGENDA ITEM NO.: 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING DATE:  

SUBJECT: 

5 (Action Item – Public Hearing) 

October 27, 2026 

Amendment to Reclamation Plan 1996-10 
New Death Valley Junction MS#286A  
California Department of Transportation. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has submitted an application to 
amend the approved Reclamation Plan for Material Site #286A (Mine ID 91-14-0046), 
commonly known as the New Death Valley Junction Material Site. The material site is 
located on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land approximately 5.5 miles west of 
Death Valley Junction along State Route 190. The proposed amendment would extend 
the approved reclamation plan through 2046 to allow Caltrans to continue using the site 
as a source of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road 
construction projects within the region. The amendment maintains an estimated annual 
production of approximately 7,500 cubic yards and a maximum extraction volume of 
150,000 cubic yards over the extended life of the operation. The amended reclamation 
plan also updates the revegetation component of the plan by incorporating a site-specific 
native seed mix developed from a 2026 vegetation survey while maintaining the post-
mining land use as open space and wildlife habitat. Upon completion of mining, the site 
will be reclaimed in accordance with the approved reclamation plan and applicable 
SMARA performance standards 

PROJECT INFORMATION. 

Supervisory District:    5 

Project Applicant:  California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 

Property Owner:   Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Site Address/ The project is located approximately 5.5 miles west of Death Valley 
Junction, south side of SR 190 near PM 135.5. 



 2 

Community:   Death Valley Junction 
 
A.P.N.:   043-070-03 
 
General Plan:  State and Federal Lands (SFL) 
     
Zoning:   Open Space (OS) 
   
Size of Parcel:   Approximately 5,962.48-acres                 
        
 
Surrounding Land Use:        

   
Staff Recommended Action: 1.) Approve the Amendment to Reclamation 

Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction MS #286A, 
Caltrans, with the Findings and Conditions as 
identified in the Staff Report and find the project 
is exempt under CEQA. 

 
Alternatives: 1.)Deny Amendment to Reclamation Plan 1996-10 

Death Valley Junction Material Site #286A. 
Caltrans, thereby not allowing the applicant to 
update its Reclamation Plan, or move forward with 
the closure of the site 

. 
 2.) Approve the Amendment Reclamation Plan 

1996-10 Death Valley Junction Material Site 
#286A. Caltrans with additional Conditions of 
Approval. 

 
3.)  Continue the public hearing to a future date and 
provide specific direction to staff regarding what 
additional information and analysis is needed. 

 
Project Planner:   Ryan Standridge, Associate Planner 

Location: Use: Gen. Plan Designation Zoning 
Site Mine State and Federal Lands 

(SFL) 
Open Space - 40 acre minimum 
(OS-40) 

North Vacant/Open 
Space 

State and Federal Lands 
(SFL) 

Open Space - 40 acre minimum 
(OS-40) 

East Vacant/Open Space State and Federal Lands 
(SFL) 

Open Space - 40 acre minimum 
(OS-40) 

South Vacant/Open Space State and Federal Lands 
(SFL) 

Open Space - 40 acre minimum 
(OS-40) 

West Vacant/Open 
Space 

State and Federal Lands 
(SFL) 

Open Space - 40 acre minimum 
(OS-40) 
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
Background and Overview 
In 1997, Caltrans prepared Reclamation Plan #96-10 for Material Site #286A (Mine ID 
91-14-0046), also known as the New Death Valley Junction Material Site. The plan 
identified an approximately 7.7-acre site on BLM-administered land, with approximately 
7.2 acres identified for intermittent extraction of sand and gravel for road maintenance 
and construction. The plan anticipated approximately 150,000 cubic yards of material 
extraction over a 20-year period and reclamation of the site to open space and wildlife 
habitat. On June 25, 1997, the Inyo County Planning Commission approved Reclamation 
Plan #96-10 subject to Conditions of Approval. 
Caltrans has now submitted an amendment to extend the term of Reclamation Plan #96-
10 through 2046 to correspond with its anticipated continued use of Material Site #286A, 
subject to applicable BLM authorization. Caltrans anticipates removal of approximately 
7,500 cubic yards of material annually, not to exceed 150,000 cubic yards over the 
extended 20-year period. Material would continue to be used primarily for emergency 
road repair and highway maintenance, with potential use for road construction. 
The proposed amendment does not expand the existing disturbance area, increase the 
established excavation depth, or change the approved post-mining land use. The 
amendment also updates the revegetation provisions based on vegetation surveys 
conducted in 2026, including incorporation of a site-specific native seed mix. 
Reclamation would continue to return disturbed areas to open space and wildlife habitat 
through recontouring, decompaction, replacement of salvaged growth media, 
revegetation with native species, and implementation of erosion-control measures. 
 
Inyo County Code 
Surface Mining and Land Reclamation in Inyo County are governed by Chapter 7.70 of 
the Inyo County Code which incorporates California’s Surface Mining and Reclamation 
Act of 1975 (“SMARA”, Public Resource Code Section [PRC] 271 et seq. and California 
Code of Regulations Section 3500 et seq.). The County is the “lead agency” (ref. PRC 
Section 2728) with State Mining and Geology Board-certified Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Ordinance (ref. PRC Section 2774.) 
 
General Plan Consistency 
The project site is designated State and Federal Lands (SFL) by the Inyo County General 
Plan. The SFL designation recognizes lands under State or federal ownership and allows 
resource-related uses consistent with the requirements of the applicable land management 
agency. The project site is located on land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), and continued mining is subject to applicable BLM authorization 
and the requirements of the approved Reclamation Plan. The proposed amendment is 
consistent with the General Plan's goals and policies for mineral resources. Section 8.4.4 
of the General Plan identifies the objective of protecting the current and future extraction 
of mineral resources important to the County's economy while minimizing impacts to the 
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public and the environment. The proposed amendment would allow continued 
intermittent extraction of sand and gravel from the existing Caltrans material site for 
highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road construction while maintaining 
reclamation requirements for the site 
 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency 
The project site is zoned Open Space (OS) under the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance. The 
OS district allows mining and the processing of natural resources as a conditional use. 
The existing Caltrans material site has historically been used for the intermittent 
extraction of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road 
construction. 
The proposed amendment would extend the operational life of Material Site #286A 
through 2046 and update the reclamation provisions, including the revegetation 
requirements. The amendment does not propose an expansion of the existing disturbance 
area or a change in the established mining depth or post-mining land use. 
Upon completion of mining, the site would be reclaimed in accordance with the 
Reclamation Plan to a post-mining use of open space and wildlife habitat. The proposed 
continued mining and subsequent reclamation are therefore consistent with the uses 
contemplated within the Open Space . 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
The proposed amendment is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1). 
Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site used intermittently for the 
extraction of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road 
construction. The amendment would extend the operational term through 2046 and 
update reclamation and revegetation provisions. It does not propose an expansion of the 
existing disturbance area, an increase in the established mining depth, or a change in the 
existing use or ultimate reclaimed land use. Therefore, the amendment involves 
negligible or no expansion of the existing use. Staff has reviewed the exceptions to 
categorical exemptions under CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 and found no evidence that an 
exception applies that would preclude use of the Class 1 categorical exemption. 
 
NOTICING & REVIEW 
Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction MS#286A California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) was noticed in the Inyo Register and sent to all 
property owners within 300 feet of the project ten days before the Planning Commission 
Hearing. No public comments have been received to date. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Planning Department staff recommends the approval of the Amendment to Reclamation 
Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction MS#286A, California Department of Transportation 
with the following Findings and Conditions of Approval: 
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FINDINGS 
1. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan #96-10 is exempt under CEQA 

Guidelines 15301, Existing Facilities – Class 1 and the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act have been satisfied. 
[Evidence Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site used 
intermittently for the extraction of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, 
emergency repairs, and road construction. The amendment extends the term of 
Reclamation Plan #96-10 through 2046 and updates reclamation and revegetation 
provisions. The amendment does not propose an expansion of the existing disturbance 
area, an increase in the established excavation depth, or a change in the existing use 
or ultimate reclaimed land use. Therefore, the amendment involves negligible or no 
expansion of the existing use. Staff reviewed the exceptions to categorical exemptions 
under CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 and found no evidence that an exception applies 
that would preclude use of the Class 1 categorical exemption..]. 
 

2. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction 
MS#286A CALTRANS is consistent with the Inyo County General Plan Land Use 
designation of State and Federal Land (SFL). 
[Evidence: The project site is located on land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and is designated State and Federal Lands (SFL) by the Inyo 
County General Plan. The SFL designation recognizes lands under State or federal 
ownership and allows resource-related uses consistent with the requirements of the 
applicable land management agency. Continued use of Material Site #286A is subject 
to applicable BLM authorization and the requirements of the approved Reclamation 
Plan. General Plan Section 8.4.4 establishes the objective of protecting the current 
and future extraction of mineral resources important to the County's economy while 
minimizing impacts to the public and the environment. The amendment extends the 
term of Reclamation Plan #96-10 through 2046 and maintains reclamation of the site 
to the approved post-mining land use of open space and wildlife habitat.] 
 

3. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10  Death Valley Junction 
MS#286A CALTRANS is consistent with the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance, which 
permits “Mining Uses” as a Conditional Use in the Open Space Zoning District. 
[Evidence: The project site is zoned Open Space – 40-acre minimum (OS-40). The 
Open Space zoning district provides for mining and the processing of natural 
resources as a conditional use. Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material 
site located on BLM-administered land and has historically been used for the 
intermittent extraction of sand and gravel. The proposed amendment does not expand 
the existing disturbance area, increase the established excavation depth, or change 
the approved post-mining land use. Upon completion of mining, the disturbed area 
will be reclaimed to open space and wildlife habitat in accordance with Reclamation 
Plan #96-10, as amended.] 

 
4. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction 

MS#286A, CALTRANS is necessary or desirable. 
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[Evidence: Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site that provides 
sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road construction 
in the Death Valley region. The amendment extends the term of Reclamation Plan 
#96-10 through 2046 to correspond with Caltrans' anticipated continued use of the 
existing material site, subject to applicable BLM authorization. The amendment also 
updates the reclamation and revegetation provisions while maintaining the existing 
disturbance limits, established excavation depth, and approved post-mining land use 
of open space and wildlife habitat. The amendment therefore provides for continued 
implementation of an approved reclamation plan consistent with applicable SMARA 
requirements.] 

 
5. The proposed amendment is properly related to other uses and transportation and 

service facilities in the vicinity. 
[Evidence: Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site located adjacent 
to State Route 190 and has historically provided sand and gravel for highway 
maintenance, emergency repairs, and road construction. The proposed amendment 
does not expand the existing disturbance area or require new access or service 
facilities.] 

 
6. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction 

MS#286A CALTRANS would not, under all the circumstances of this case, affect 
adversely the health or safety of persons living or working in the vicinity or be 
materially detrimental to the public welfare. 
[Evidence: Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site used 
intermittently for the extraction of sand and gravel. The proposed amendment does 
not expand the existing disturbance area, increase the established excavation depth, 
or change the existing use or approved post-mining land use. The amended 
Reclamation Plan and Conditions of Approval require implementation of erosion 
control, revegetation, noxious weed control, monitoring, and other reclamation 
measures intended to stabilize the site and return disturbed areas to the approved 
post-mining land use of open space and wildlife habitat..] 

 
7. Reclamation requirements necessitate the amendment for the site. 

[Evidence: Reclamation Plan #96-10 was approved for a 20-year term and requires 
amendment to address Caltrans' anticipated continued use of Material Site #286A 
through 2046. The amendment extends the term of the Reclamation Plan, updates the 
revegetation provisions based on the 2026 vegetation survey, and maintains 
requirements for reclamation of the site to the approved post-mining land use of open 
space and wildlife habitat. The amendment does not expand the approved disturbance 
area or increase the established excavation depth. Continued use of the site remains 
subject to applicable BLM authorization..] 

 
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
 
Term of Plan and Timing of Reclamation 
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1.The term of Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, shall extend through 2046. The 
Reclamation Plan is based on the removal of approximately 7,500 cubic yards of material 
annually, not to exceed 150,000 cubic yards over the extended 20-year period. The 
approved reclamation area shall remain limited to the existing approximately 7.2-acre 
material site and 0.2-acre access area, and the established maximum excavation depth 
shall remain 30 feet below existing ground surface. This amendment does not authorize 
an expansion of the approved disturbance area or an increase in the established 
excavation depth. Reclamation shall be completed in accordance with the approved 
Reclamation Plan, this amendment, the Conditions of Approval, and applicable SMARA 
requirements. Continued use of the site is subject to applicable authorization from the 
Bureau of Land Management. 
 
Interim Management Plan 
2. During periods of idle operation, the approved Interim Management Plan shall be 
implemented in accordance with SMARA and the approved Reclamation Plan. 
 
Mapping 
3. Within two (2) years of approval of this amendment, Caltrans shall submit an updated 
Reclamation Plan map to the Inyo County Planning Department depicting current site 
conditions, including current topography and elevations, existing disturbance limits, 
reclamation limits, drainage features, and the proposed final reclamation configuration. 
The updated map shall be consistent with Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, and 
shall not authorize an expansion of the approved disturbance area or an increase in the 
established mining depth. 
 
Salvage of Growth Media (Topsoil) 
4. The top six inches (6") of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be 
disturbed (Borrow pits and internal access roads). This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the 
active work site until final phase reclamation. 
5. After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be respread to a depth of six 
inches  over the recontoured pit. (See condition #7) 
 
Erosion Control 
6.Pit slopes shall be contoured to a minimum of 3: 1 (H: V). These slopes shall be in 
established during times of intermittent operation, times the interim management plan is 
in affect, and during final reclamation. 
 
Earthwork 
7. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into 
the roadway after scarification. 
 
Noxious Weed Control 
8. During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds 
shall be controlled on site. 
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Seed Sources and Mixtures 
9. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. Plant materials 
shall be obtained from the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community between 
1,500 and 3,500 feet elevation, east of the Funeral Mountains and Greenwater 
Range, and within a 20-mile radius of Material Site #286A. If sufficient seed is not 
available from the identified source area, seed may be purchased.  
The following site-specific native seed mixture, identified in the May 11, 2026 
Seed Mix Justification Memorandum, shall be used for revegetation: 
 
Scientific Name Common Name PLS lbs/acre 
Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush 5 
Ambrosia salsola Cheesebush 3 
Ambrosia dumosa Burroweed 3 
Bebbia juncea Sweetbush 1 
Total  12 
 
Revegetation Methods 
10. Following final grading and replacement of salvaged growth media, areas to be 
revegetated shall be decompacted and the seedbed prepared by roughening the 
surface to create microsites, consistent with the approved Reclamation Plan. The 
approved native seed mixture identified in Condition 9 shall be applied by 
hydroseeding at the specified application rate. Hydroseeding shall be performed at 
an appropriate time to take advantage of seasonal precipitation and promote 
successful establishment of native vegetation. Revegetation shall be monitored and 
evaluated in accordance with the performance standards established by these 
Conditions of Approval.  
 
Revegetation Performance Standard 
11. Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete until vegetative 
density reaches 20 percent (number of plants per unit area) of the surrounding 
undisturbed land, with a 50 percent diversity (species richness) of the perennial 
species on surrounding undisturbed land. New perennial plants must be at least 
two years old before being considered viable plants. Once any portion of this 
Reclamation Plan is implemented by commencing of mining, all of its conditions and 
limitations shall be operative, and violation of any part shall constitute a violation of this 
reclamation plan and Chapter 7.70 of Inyo County Code. 
 
 
Revegetation Monitoring 
12. Revegetation shall be monitored from the time of initial seeding until the revegetation 
performance standards identified in Condition 11 have been achieved. During the first 
two years following seeding, revegetation monitoring shall be conducted twice annually. 
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Monitoring shall continue thereafter as necessary to demonstrate that the performance 
standards have been met. 
 
Remedial Measures 
13. If revegetation monitoring indicates that the performance standards identified in 
Condition 15 are not being achieved, appropriate remedial measures shall be 
implemented. Remedial measures may include, but are not limited to, reseeding, 
supplemental irrigation, planting, fertilization, soil analysis and amendment, and pest or 
weed control, as appropriate to address the cause of unsuccessful revegetation. 
Monitoring and remedial measures shall continue until the revegetation performance 
standards have been achieved. 
 
Reporting and Annual Inspections 
14. Caltrans shall comply with applicable SMARA annual reporting and inspection 
requirements. Annual reporting shall continue until reclamation has been completed and 
financial assurances have been released. Revegetation monitoring shall continue until the 
County determines that the applicable revegetation performance standards have been 
satisfied. 
 
 
Reclamation Responsibility Statement 
15. Within 30 days of approval of this amendment, Caltrans shall submit an updated 
notarized statement to the Inyo County Planning Department accepting responsibility for 
reclaiming the lands in accordance with Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, and these 
Conditions of Approval, as required by Public Resources Code §2772(c)(10). 
 
Financial Assurances 
16. Caltrans shall maintain financial assurances sufficient to complete reclamation in 
accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan, applicable SMARA requirements, and 
the financial assurance mechanism approved by the County and other applicable 
agencies. 
 
Financial Assurance Cost Estimate 
17. The Financial Assurance Cost Estimate shall be reviewed and updated annually in 
accordance with SMARA. Caltrans shall submit an updated Financial Assurance Cost 
Estimate to the County within the timeframe required by SMARA following the annual 
inspection. 
 
Release of Financial Assurances 
18. Financial assurances may be released or reduced as reclamation requirements are 
completed and applicable reclamation standards are achieved, in accordance with 
SMARA. Financial assurances necessary to cover revegetation and monitoring shall not 
be released until the applicable revegetation performance standards have been satisfied. 
 
Other Agency Authorizations 
19. Approval of this Reclamation Plan amendment does not constitute authorization by 
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Inyo County for activities requiring approval or authorization from the Bureau of Land 
Management or any other federal, state, or local agency. Caltrans shall obtain and 
maintain all other permits and authorizations required for its activities at Material Site 
#286A. 
 
HOLD HARMLESS 
20. The applicant, landowner, and operator shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless 
Inyo County, its agents, officers, and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding 
against the County, its agents, officers, or employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul 
any approval of the County, its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or legislative body 
concerning Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, for Death Valley Junction Material 
Site #286A (Mine ID #91-14-0046). 

 
 
 

Attachments: 
A. Vicinity Map  
B. Approved Reclamation Plan 
C. Proposed Amended Reclamation Plan Text 
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MATERIAL SITE #286A RECLAMATION PLAN 
 

1.0.0 INTRODUCTION 

Caltrans under a permit with the U. S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
intends to mine sand and gravel on federal lands about five miles west of Death Valley Junction, 
California. The site encompasses approximately 7.7 acres and is currently undisturbed. Approximately 
7.2 acres of this site will be mined intermittently over a 20-year period to provide material for road 
maintenance, and construction. Approval of this reclamation plan is sought from the SMARA lead 
agency, Inyo County. This reclamation plan describes a process that will implement reclamation activities 
as soon as possible, returning land disturbed by mining to a condition suitable of supporting open space 
and wildlife habitat. 

1.1.0 APPLICANT 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09 
500 South Main Street 
Bishop, California 93514 
(760) 872-0601 

1.1.1 Representative 

Lana Morris, Engineering Geologist 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09 
500 South Main Street 
Bishop, California 93514 
 

1.2.0 LANDOWNER 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
2601 Barstow Road 
Barstow, California 92311 
(760) 252-6000 

1.3.0 OPERATOR 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09 
500 South Main Street 
Bishop, California 93514 
(760) 872-0601 

1.4.0 LESSEE 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09 
500 South Main Street 
Bishop, California 93514 
(760) 872-0601 
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1.5.0 LOCATION 

Material Site #286A is located in Inyo County on BLM land approximately 5.5 miles west of the town 
of Death Valley Junction, California, on the south side of Highway 190 at Post Mile 135.5 (Figure 1). 

1.5.1 Assessor’s Parcel Number 

The site occupies a portion of the land designated as Assessor's Parcel Number 43-070-00 
(Figure 2). 

1.5.2 Township, Range, Section, Quadrangle 

The project site is located in the eastern portion of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7 .5-minute 
East of Ryan, California, Quadrangle Topographic Map (Provisional edition, 1988). The site is 
located in a portion of un-surveyed Section 14, Township 25 North, Range 4 East, San Bernardino 
Baseline and Meridian. 

1.5.3 Longitude Latitude 

The mine site is located at Latitude 36 18' 13" North, Longitude 116 30' 39" West 

1.5.4 Claim Descriptions 

The project site is known by Caltrans District 09, BLM, and the County of Inyo as State Material 
Site (MS) #286A. The site is also known as the New Death Valley Junction Material Site. The 
project name used for the purposes of this document will be MS #286A. 

2.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SETTINGSITE ACCESS 

MS #286A is located approximately 5.5 miles west of the community of Death Valley Junction on the 
south side of Highway 190 at post mile 135.5. Currently, access to the site is from an unimproved dirt 
road created by the grading required to form the adjoining drainage berm (Figure 3). 

2.2.0 TOPOGRAPHIC MAP 

Figure 4 depicts the site's location in the eastern portion of the USGS 7.5-minute East of Ryan 
Quadrangle (Provisional Edition 1988); the site is not designated on the map. An old gravel pit is 
shown on the topographic base map approximately 0.5-mile east of the site to the north of Highway 
190. The mine site boundaries have been transposed onto the map in Figure 4. Because the contour 
interval for the map is 40 feet, the topography of the site is not well defined. However, additional 
contour lines have been added to Map Sheet 1 (Existing Site Conditions) using the topographic map 
assuming a constant map distance for 10-foot intervals between the 40-foot intervals. Photo 1 
depicts a view of the expected extraction area. 
 
As shown on Figure 4, the site is located on the distal portion of the alluvial fan emanating from the 
Funeral Mountains to the north. Elevations at the site range from approximately 2,455 feet in the 
west to about 2,435 feet in the southeast corner of the site, producing approximately 20 feet of 
topographic relief. The topography steepens toward the mountains to the north, and flattens toward 
the valley to the southeast. 
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Figure 1: Regional Location 
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Figure 2: Assessor’s Parcel Map 
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Figure 3: project Location and Access 
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Figure 4: Topographic Map 
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2.3.0 GENERAL GEOLOGY 

The site is located within a valley that enters the Amargosa River Valley between the Funeral 
Mountains to the northeast and the Greenwater Range to the southwest. The site is within a region 
known as the Basin and Range Geomorphic Province which is characterized by parallel and elongate 
north-to northwest-trending mountain ranges and valleys, known structurally as horsts and grabens, 
respectively. The Amargosa River Valley is a structural (graben-like) depression created by extension 
of crustal blocks within the region (Burchfiel et al. 1983). 
 
Rock types within the area are dominated by Quaternary· alluvial and basin deposits, Cenozoic 
volcanic rocks, and Paleozoic sedimentary and metasedimentary rocks. 

2.3.1 Site Specific Geology and Geologic Cross Section 

A reconnaissance geologic assessment of the site was performed January 20, 1994. As shown in 
Figures 5 and 6 (modified from McAllister 1971), MS #286A is located on younger alluvial _fan 
deposits that are at least 50 feet thick beneath the site. As shown in the cross section, it is 
unknown what the depth to bedrock is, as well as the type of bedrock that underlies the site. 

2.3.2 Ore Body/Deposit Being Mined 

This mine site will be developed by Caltrans as a source of sand and gravel for road construction 
and maintenance. The surficial alluvial fan deposits are the source for this sand and gravel. These 
types of deposits are typically composed of an unsorted, loose mixture of sand and gravel. 
Samples from the material being mined consist of poorly graded sands with gravel (Unified Soils 
Classification System designations of SP. 

2.3.3 Slope Stability 

The slope of the existing topography at the site is approximately three percent, which is 
relatively flat-lying (Map Sheet 1). Under the existing conditions, there are no slope stability 
problems because of the nearly flat-lying configuration of the site. 

2.3.4 Seismicity 

The site is located within an area of active seismicity. The closest faults to the site are just to the 
north, as shown in Figure 5, and are considered pre-Quaternary, non-active faults (Jennings 
1992). According to Jennings (1992), the closest active fault is the Northern Death Valley-
Furnace Creek fault zone (NDV-FCFZ), which is approximately 13 miles west of the site. Based on 
fault lengths given in Hart, et al. (1989) and Jennings (1992), maximum credible earthquake 
magnitudes of 8 can be expected for the NDV-FCFZ. 

2.4.0 GENERAL HYDROLOGY 

The character of the surface- and ground-water regimes at the site are directly related to the existing 
topography, geology, and climate of the region. Surface waters drain from the Funeral Mountains, to 
the north, and the Greenwater Range, to the south, into the Amargosa River Valley ·which eventually 
drains into Death Valley. Ground waters generally follow the flow direction of the surface waters. In 
loose alluvial deposits, the water-table gradient is a subtle expression of the land surface, unless 
there are changes in the subsurface stratigraphy or structure. The predominant source for ground 
water in the region is infiltration of surface water within the mountainous areas. 
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Figures 5 and 6: Map and Cross Section 
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2.4.1 Site Specific Hydrology 

Figure 7 shows the two watersheds that contribute surface-water runoff to the mine site. The 
drainage area of Watershed #1 is approximately 1,152 acres. The drainage for Watershed #1 
crosses Highway 190 approximately one mile west of the site and then three braided tributaries 
of this drainage enter the site from the west (see Map Sheet #1). The drainage area of 
Watershed #2 is approximately 2,080 acres. The drainage for Watershed #2, which has been 
channelized into a large ditch north of Highway 190, crosses the highway to the north of the site 
and drains mainly into the wash to the east of the site; only a minor portion of this drainage 
enters the mine site from the north (Map Sheet # 1 ).  
 
Using the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (USDA-SCS 1986) TR-55 
Tabular Hydrolograph method and the California Department of Water Resources Bulletin 195 
(DWR 1976) method, peak flows for a 20-year return period storm were calculated for 
Watersheds #1 and #2 at 14.4 and 23.4 cubic feet per second, respectively. Because of the 
braided and multiple tributary drainage pattern that exists on the site, the above peak surface-
water flow amounts will not be concentrated in any individual drainage and, therefore, these 
amounts should be subdivided between the many drainages that enter the site. 

2.4.2 Area Hydrology 

The dominant ground-water aquifer underlying the site is found within alluvial and basin 
deposits. According to Langer, et al. (1984), ground water is approximately 150 feet beneath the 
site. Although there is the potential for perched ground water to occur at a more shallow depth, 
this is unlikely because the area's arid climate produces only a small amount of rain water that 
can directly infiltrate from the surface. Ground water will not likely be exposed during mining 
operations.  
 
According to Thompson, et al. (1984), ground-water quality in the Amargosa River Valley is 
considered borderline poor. The natural chemistry of the ground water classes it as a sodium 
bicarbonate type with a total dissolved-solids concentration between 1,000 and 3,000 milligrams 
per liter. 

2.4.3 Water and Land Uses 

The land at the mine site is controlled by BLM for the U.S. Department of the Interior. The 
ground water and land at and near the site have not yet been developed. 

2.5.0 SOIL RESOURCES 

Soils that develop on alluvial deposits are controlled by a number of factors, including: 1) the type of 
parent material from which the deposits originated, 2) the age of the various depositional units 
within the fan, and 3) the grain-size distributions of the fan deposits. Alluvial fans _typically have 
coarse textured soils with little pedogenic development. The A-horizon, if present, is generally less 
than five-inches thick and is directly underlain by a thick C-horizon, essentially unaltered alluvium. 
The alluvial material at the site originates from sedimentary and metasedimentary rock sources. 
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Figure 7: Watershed Map 
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Figure 8: Grain Size Distribution Curve 
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2.5.1 Analysis of Soil Samples 

Two soil samples were taken during the reconnaissance geotechnical survey of the site. Figure 8 
shows grain-size distribution curves from sieve analyses performed on the samples. The samples 
are described according to the Unified Soil Classification System, a system used in engineering 
work to emphasize the engineering properties of soils. Sample 1 was taken from a streambed on 
the site and will likely be representative of the material that will be mined. Sample 2 was taken 
from a older alluvial surface and represents the native soil at the site. Both samples are 
composed of poorly graded sand with gravel (SP); the native soil sample (Sample 2) contains a 
slightly higher amount of fine-grained sand than the streambed material. Both samples are 
composed of very loose material and are brownish�gray in color. Gravels were predominantly 
composed of angular clasts of gray and black limestone and dolomite. 

2.5.2 Erosion Potential 

Soils in the high desert regions of California are generally susceptible to erosion due to high 
winds, intense scattered precipitation, and lack of soil structure. The soil analysis information 
gathered indicates that due to the relatively high fine-grained sand content, soils will likely be 
susceptible to wind and sheet erosion, and to rill erosion on sloped areas. 

2.5.3 Reclamation Potential 

The site consists of alluvial fan deposits, with medium-textured soils that have a low 
water-holding capacity. Well-developed soil horizons are not present at the site; therefore, 
distinct soil horizons will not need to be reestablished in order to revegetate the site. 
Revegetation of these soils will need to be limited to native species that are adapted to droughty 
conditions. 

2.6.0 VEGETATION 

Standard transect methodologies (Mueller-Dombois and Ellenberg 1974, Nelson 1988) were used to 
survey the site for sensitive plant species, to map existing vegetation, and to determine the 
appropriate revegetation strategies. MS #286A was re-visited on Febraury 25, 2026. The site is 
located in the central portion of the Hot Desert Floristic Province (Barbour and Major 1988). 
Classification of natural communities is after Holland (1986). Taxonomy follows Hickman (1993) and 
common names are from Jaeger (1969). 

2.6.1 Description of Affected Area 

The proposed restoration area occurs within a large bajada split between the Central Mojave 
Desert Creosote Bush Mixed Scrub & Low Elevation Wash System vegetation types, and is 
dominated by various shrub species such as Creosote Bush (Larrea tridentata), Cheesebush 
(Ambrosia salsola), Burro-weed (Ambrosia dumosa), Sweetbush (Bebbia juncea), and Netvein 
Goldeneye (Bahiopsis reticulata). Four cactus species occur sporadically on the site- Beavertail 
Cactus (Opuntia basilaris), Silver Cholla (Cylindropuntia echinocarpa), Cottontop Cactus 
(Echinocactus polycephalus), and Common Fishhook Cactus (Mammillaria tetrancistra). 
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During the initial site evaluation in May 1992, the site was relatively undisturbed. Total cover of 
the shrub layer was approximately 30 percent. The shrub canopy was approximately two to six 
feet in height. 
 
There is a high diversity of herbaceous species on this site. The total cover of herbaceous species 
was approximately 15.5%, which is dense for a desert site. Common herbaceous species include 
Narrow-Leaved Johnstonella (Johnstonella angustifolia), Pebble Pinsushion (Chaenactis 
carphoclinia), Jones’ Linanthus (Linanthus jonesii), and Small-Flowered Blazing Star (Mentzelia 
albicaulis).  

2.6.2 Unique/Critical Communities 

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB 1994) lists no 
unique or critical communities on the East of Ryan 7 .5-minute quadrangle. 

2.6.3 Special Plant Species 

No plant species that are labelled as “sensitive” in the CNDDB (2026), were observed in the 
vicinity of the site visit. 

2.6.4 Invasive Exotics 

The invasive/exotic species, Arabian schismus (Schismus arabicus) was found fairly frequently on 
this site. 

2.6.5 Revegetation Potential 

Revegetation of arid lands is often difficult; constraints to revegetation are both natural and 
human-induced. Re-establishment of vegetation on this site will be somewhat limited due to the 
droughty nature of the soil, the arid climate, and the sparse native shrub cover typical of Mojave 
Creosote Bush Scrub. On this alluvial fan, gravel and small berms provide the primary protection 
from wind and water erosion rather than vegetation. Therefore, the goal of revegetation at this 
site will be to reestablish components of the native Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub vegetation on 
native, coarse soils; thereby integrating the site with the surrounding area. 

2.7.0 WILDLIFE 

The site was visited on March 23, 1994. Classification of wildlife habitats relies on descriptions of 
vegetation types described by Holland (1986), and on wildlife habitats described in Mayer and 
Laudenslayer (1988). 

2.7.1 Description of Habitats 

This site contains a native Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community (Holland 1986). The site 
is surrounded by a large contiguous area of similar native vegetation- that is interrupted only by 
Highway 190 and roughly north-south running berms. Shallow dry washes extend across the site. 
The Funeral Mountains can be seen to the north and northwest. 
 
The site supports an assemblage of arthropods, reptiles, birds, and mammals typical of the 
Mojave Desert. Animals associated with or requiring large amounts of water (e.g., fish and 
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amphibians) are notably scarce in this and other arid regions. There is no water on the site and 
no aquatic or semi-aquatic organisms are expected to live there. 

2.7.2 Unique/Critical Habitats 

The California Natural Diversity Data Base has no records of unique or critical habitats for the 
USGS 7.5-minute East of Ryan, California, Quadrangle (CNDDB 1994). No unique or critical 
habitats were identified on the site during the site survey. 

2.7.3 Game Range 

Wild Horse and Burro-- The site is within the Chicago Valley wild horse and burro herd 
management area (USDI 1980). In the California Desert Conservation Area Plan (USDI 1980), 
range quality was deemed sufficient to retain both species at then current populations of 28 
horses and 28 burros. A group of about eight wild horses were observed approximately one to 
two miles east of the site on one occasion during site Visits. Wild. burros on BLM lands are 
protected by federal law (Wild and Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act 1971). Within Class-M 
BLM lands, horses and burros are maintained in stable herds subject to control to protect 
sensitive resources. The site is likely habitat for both of these protected species. 

2.7.4 Special Animal Species 

According to the CNDDB (1994), one special animal species is known from the East of Ryan 
Quad: 
 Nelson’s Bighorn Sheep (Ovis canadensis nelson) 
 
 Analysis:  

 
CDFG estimated that approximately 35 individuals made up the Funeral Mountains 
population of this species in 1988. At that time, sightings were made approximately 20 
miles northwest of the proposed mine site. It is possible though unlikely that this species 
would be found on or using the site. Areas closer to and within the Funeral Mountains 
(northwest of the site) are more likely habitat, especially in the vicinity of water sources. 
 

The site is also within the range of the Mojave population of the desert tortoise (Xerobates 
(Gopherus) agassizil), which is listed as a threatened species both by the State of California and 
by the federal government (Zeiner, et al. 1988, USFWS 1993). MS #286A is at the northern end of 
the proposed Eastern Mojave Recovery Unit, but is not within any designated proposed Desert 
Wildlife Management Area (USFWS 1993). Creosote bush scrub, like that found on the mine site, 
is a listed desert tortoise habitat type (USFWS 1993). 
 
The area of the mine site is not listed as a critical area for desert tortoise by BLM (USDI 1980). 
Evidence of the presence of desert tortoises was not observed on the site during the site visits. 
However, the site visits were short and were not specifically designed to detect tortoises or 
tortoise sign. Also, no attempt was made to cover the entire site or to employ systematic search 
procedures for evidence of tortoises. Tortoise surveys are under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Surveys are to be conducted by authorized personnel using 
approved methodology with the consent and advice of the USFWS in order to be valid under the 
provisions of the Federal Endangered Species Act. In addition, CDFG requires specific procedures 
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for dealing with impacts on desert tortoises and their habitat under the California Endangered 
Species Act and the Fish and Game Code. Caltrans' standard tortoise mitigations are included in 
Appendix D. 

2.8.0 AIR RESOURCE/CLIMATOLOGY 

Precipitation data are from the town of Shoshone (elevation 1,570 feet), approximately 20 miles 
south of the mine site. Temperature data are from the nearest location to the site where such data 
are regularly collected: Death Valley (elevation -19 feet, about 22 miles west of the site). 

2.8.1 Precipitation 

The mean annual precipitation at Shoshone over a nine-year period, 197 4-1982, is 4. 6 inches 
per year. In 1992, a maximum rainfall of 3.4 inches was recorded during the month of March. 
Less than one inch of rain was recorded for the months of July through November of die same 
year (NOAA 1992). 

2.8.2 Temperature 

The mean annual temperature in Death Valley in 1992 was 76.8°F. The monthly mean 
temperatures at Death Valley for the months of January and July are 50° and 98°F, respectively. 
The highest temperature in 1992 was 125°F (August), and the lowest temperature was 27°F 
(December). The last spring minimum of 32°F or below was January 27, and the first fall 
minimum of 32°F or below was December 17. The length of the frost free season in 1992 was 
325 days (NOAA 1992). 

2.8.3 Prevailing Winds 

High winds can accompany the periodic thundershowers that are seasonally common in this 
area. Wind is a primary agent of erosion in arid regions because rainfall is only sufficient to allow 
for a sparse vegetative cover of the land surface, leaving much of the surface soil exposed to 
wind erosion. The rocky alluvial deposit protects the. native soil from wind erosion by forming a 
lag layer of gravel, cobble, and rock on the surface of the soil. 

2.8.4 Air Quality 

Air quality in this region is typically excellent. 

2.9.0 LAND USES AND AESTHETICS 

All lands within the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) under BLM management have been 
classified into one of four multiple-use classes based on sensitivity of resources and land-use for 
each area. The four multiple-use classes are used to designate different levels of permitted land-use 
and different kinds of resource management within an area. In addition, County Planning Agencies 
classify lands according to county land-use plans. 

2.9.1 Existing and Surrounding Land Uses 

MS #286A is within the California Desert Conservation Area (COCA). The site is classed as open 
space (40-acre minimum) by Inyo County and is contained within a larger area designated 
Multiple-use Class-M by BLM (USDI 1980). Class-M areas are those that are classed for moderate 
uses. The Class-M designation is based on a controlled balance between higher intensity uses 
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and protection of public lands. Class-M designated lands are open to many uses such as mining, 
livestock grazing, recreation, energy and utility development. Class-M management is also 
designed for conservation of desert resources and mitigation of damage to those resources that 
may be caused by permitted uses (USDI 1980). 
 
Motorized vehicle use in the area of the site is limited to existing routes of travel with provisions 
for seasonal access restrictions.  
 
There is no grazing allotment on or near the site, and the surrounding lands are owned by BLM. 
There are no towns, houses, or other structures in the vicinity of the site. 

2.9.2 Visually Sensitive Areas 

BLM has developed draft Visual Resource Management (VRM) standards for all BLM lands. The 
mining site is designated VRM Il/BHFg. BLM describes the objectives of the VRM II designation as 
follows: 
 

"The objective of this class is to retain the existing character of the landscape. The level 
of change to the characteristic landscape should be low. Management activities may be 
seen from key observation points, but should not attract the attention of the casual 
observer. Any changes must repeat the basic form, line, color, and texture found in the 
predominant natural features of the characteristic landscape (USDI 1991)." 
 

The scenic quality of the area is rated good (B). Highway 190 is well traveled by tourists; 
therefore, the sensitivity of the area, determined by the number of people that are likely to 
encounter the area and the frequency of use, is rated high (H). The scenic and sensitive qualities 
of the region are concentrated in the foreground (Fg). 

2.9.3 Visual Impact of Reclamation to These Uses 

The extraction area will be visible from Highway 190. The contrast on the site that will result 
from mining will: be caused by removal of the coarse ground-surface layer, and a decrease in the 
density of the vegetation due to vegetation removal. In addition, the topography of the mined 
area will be changed by the excavation of the pit. These topographic and vegetative changes will 
be moderated somewhat by the side-slope shaping and revegetation done during reclamation. 
Revegetation with native species and resoiling will eventually integrate the site with the- 
surrounding area. However, for the duration of the mine and reclamation plan, the mine site will 
remain visible to the casual observer. 

3.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED MINING OPERATION 

3.1.0 DIMENSIONS, ACREAGE 

MS #286A occupies approximately 7.7 acres on BLM land. The site is an irregular-shaped polygon, 
with sides ranging in length from 869 feet to 273 feet The site has not yet been disturbed by mining 
(Map Sheet 1). Approximately 7.2 acres of the site will be mined, 0.7 acres of which will be utilized as 
the mining operations area. Approximately 0.2 acres will be disturbed off-site for an access road 
entering the site from the north. 
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3.2.0 INITIATION AND TERMINATION DATES 

Mining at this site will take place on an intermittent basis and the termination date for this 
reclamation plan will be 2046, 20 years from reclamation plan amendment 50 years from the 
reclamation plan approval date. Renewal of this plan approval may be sought from the County after 
the termination date if the anticipated demand for the minerals is delayed. A description of the 
management of the site during idle phases, if they occur, can be found in Appendix C, Interim 
Management Plan. 

3.3.0 PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 

The site will be mined for material to be used primarily for emergency road repair and road 
maintenance, and possibly for road construction. It is estimated that the annual extraction volume 
will be about 7,500 cubic yards. No more than 150,000 cubic yards will be removed over the 
extended 20-year life of the mine. At the end of the 20-year period, 2046, final site reclamation will 
be implemented. 

3.4.0 MINING PLAN 

Material from this site will be used for road maintenance and construction on an as-needed basis. 
Refer to Map Sheet 2 for the configuration of the site. 

3.4.1 Description of Operations 

Mining will initiate in the western portion of the site, a minimum of 50-feet from the western 
boundary. As shown in Map Sheet 2, mining will encompass most of the mine site. Excavations 
within the pit will be no deeper than 30 feet below the existing ground surface. The pit slopes 
within the mining area will be no greater than 3:1 (Horizontal: Vertical), with a relatively flat-
lying base, sloping gently (three percent) to the southeast; the cut for the access road will be no 
greater than 2:1 (H:V). There will be a minimum 20-foot setback for mining from the northern, 
eastern, and southern boundaries of the site. Material storage, stockpiles, and screening 
equipment will be concentrated in the materials operations area to be located within the pit, as 
shown on Map Sheet 2. Material will be screened and stored on-site and will be transported 
off-site by truck when needed. 

3.4.2 Access Roads 

The site will be accessed from the northwest via a dirt road constructed within the southern half 
of the 400-foot-wide Caltrans right-of-way for Highway 190. 

3.4.3 Topsoil Handling 

Topsoil (defined as the upper six inches of the native surface) will be salvaged and stockpiled 
within the 50-foot setback zone along the western boundary. Approximately 4,150 cubic yards of 
topsoil will be salvaged. Additionally, approximately 500 cubic yards of waste fines will be used 
for resoiling portions of the site. Waste fines and topsoil will � stockpiled separately. 

3.4.4 Mineral, Overburden, and Waste 

All useable and waste material excavated during mining will be stored and stockpiled on-site in 
the mining operation area. Waste is estimated to compose five percent of the extracted volume, 
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or approximately 7,500 cubic yards. A portion of these waste fines will be used to resoil a small 
portion of the site, approximately 0.3 acre, during the post-mining reclamation phase. 

3.4.5 Water Impoundments and Diversions 

The following erosion and sediment control measures will be implemented to help reduce 
potential slope instability problems and minimize erosion and off-site sediment discharge: 
 
Grade-stabilization structures: As shown on Map Sheet 2, several drainages enter the site from 
north and west to help reduce erosion of the pit slopes by these drainages, three. grade-
stabilization structures will be constructed along the western slope of the pit (refer to Appendix 
F for general construction specifications). The chutes for these structures will be 10 feet wide 
and will be protected by rip-rap at their tops where the drainages enter and at their bases where 
they enter small sediment basins. 1be sediment basins will-be connected by a south-flowing 
drainage ditch, and the southern basin will feed into an east-flowing drainage ditch 
approximately 300 feet long. These structures will be constructed as mining proceeds and will be 
cleaned out and repaired after major storm events. 
 
Drainage-diversion Berm: As discussed previously, a five-foot high berm was previously 
constructed to· the east of the site to divert channelized drainage water away from the highway. 
In order to keep this diverted drainage from entering the pit, a five-foot high material berm will 
be constructed along the northern and eastern boundaries of the site within the 20-foot mining 
setback zone. The berm will be approximately 1,000 feet long and will have side slopes no 
greater than 2:1 (H:V). Once mining begins at the site, this drainage berm will be constructed in 
the location shown on Map Sheet 2. 
 
Outlet Structure: In case the mining area becomes inundated by flood waters, a rock-protected 
outlet channel will be constructed in the southeast corner of the pit, the point where flood 
waters would drain from the pit. The outlet structure will be cut approximately four-feet deep 
with a drainage apron, 50-feet long and 50-feet wide, in the southern corner of the site. 

3.5.0 PROCESSING EQUIPMENT 

A portable screening operation will be moved onto the site during periods of operation. If the site is 
used for construction, a portable asphalt plant will be moved onto the site. No permanent buildings 
or equipment will be constructed on site as part of the mining operation.  

3.6.0 WATER REQUIREMENTS 

Water requirements for this site will be limited to that needed for screening, crushing, washing, and 
for dust control. Water will be trucked to the site, most likely from Shoshone. 

3.6.1 Waste Water 

The only type of wastewater to be produced by this mining operation will be screening water 
that will be collected in the operations area and allowed to evaporate or infiltrate. Water use 
during intermittent operational phases is estimated at 2,000 gallons per day. 

3.6.2 Drinking Water 

Water will be trucked to the site to provide safe drinking water for site employees. 
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3.6.3 Sewage Disposal 

During operations, portable toilets will be brought to the site and maintained. 

3.7.0 ENERGY REQUIREMENTS 

Electricity will be used by the plant for screening and washing operations. When electricity is 
needed for processing, i.t will be provided by a diesel generator. Diesel consumption will be 
approximately 800 gal/mth. Electricity will not be needed for reclamation activities. 

3.8.0 NOISE & EMISSIONS 

Mining operations will include the use of a D-9 cat, a five-yard loader, belly dumps, bobtail trucks, 
and pickups. Processing activities will include a screening plant, crushing operation and possibly an 
asphalt plant. This aspect of the mining operation will affect noise and emissions. 

3.8.1 Noise 

The noise emissions will be most heavily concentrated within the processing area of the pit, and 
will be shielded from surrounding receptors by the pit walls. Both the physical walls of the pit 
and the large distance to receivers will reduce the potential noise impact from mining. 
 
Effective source strength of a rock plant is around 72-75 dB at 400 feet. Earth-moving activities 
would typically generate estimated noise levels of 75 and 80 dB at a distance of 50 feet with 
noise control devices for dozers and scrapers. In combination, the noise exposure at a distance of 
2,000 feet would be reduced to approximately 60 dB, which is below most standards for noise-
sensitive land-uses. Noise generated from the concurrent reclamation_ activities will not be 
perceivable against the noise generated by the mining activities. Noise generated from 
reclamation activities following the termination of mining will be minimal. There are no towns, 
dwellings, or buildings within 2,000 feet of the proposed mining area. 

3.8.2 Dust, Odors, Vehicular Emissions 

vehicular emissions and suspended particulate, or dust. Operations of this magnitude (7,500-
40,000 cubic yards/year) may cause a significant increase in vehicular emissions on Highway 190 
during the intermittent road construction phases. Increased emissions would emanate from the 
pit during the active extraction phases. However, the site will be mined in a manner that will 
result very nearly in the final reclaimed landform; therefore, reclamation activities will not cause 
an increase in vehicular emissions. 
 
Because the soil disturbance from materials screening, extraction, and hauling is a "fresh" 
disturbance, the major component of the produced dust will be of large particle size (greater 
than ten microns), which settles out rapidly. Best available control technology, such as 
maintaining a moist aggregate surf ace, will be used to suppress screening, extraction, and 
hauling dust sources. Reclamation activities, such as reseeding and resoiling with topsoil mixed 
with vegetative debris, will also help to control dust. 
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3.9.0 HOURS OF OPERATION/NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 

The hours of operation will be twelve hours per day during the hours of 6:00 am to 6:00 pm. It is 
estimated that this operation will employ between one and seven people during active mining and 
about two to three people for three to five days during final reclamation implementation. 

3.10.0 TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation to and from the site by maintenance and repair crews will not increase traffic on 
Highway 190; however, during construction mining operations, transportation by employees to the 
mine site may increase traffic on Highway 190. Transportation of aggregate resources to construction 
locations may increase traffic on those roads as well. It is estimated that during construction mining 
operations, haul trucks will make approximately fifty round-trips per week. Approximately three to 
ten 25-ton belly dump trucks and five to fifteen 10-ton bobtail trucks will be used in this operation. 
This may necessitate access road intersection improvement on Highway 190. These possible impacts 
are all mining related. Since mining will result in very nearly in the final reclaimed landform and 
much of the reclamation will be performed concurrent with mining phases, reclamation activities are 
not likely to cause an increase in vehicular traffic on Highway 190. 

4.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED RECLAMATION 

This site will be used by Caltrans intermittently as a source of materials for road maintenance and 
construction. Reclamation of the site will be implemented according to the reclamation plan discussed 
below. 

4.1.0 SUBSEQUESNT USES 

The land is zoned by Inyo County as open space (40-acre minimum). According to CDFG and BLM 
sources the site is not located within any area designated as critical habitat for any sensitive species. 
However, the site does provide general habitat values to various wildlife species and is within the 
range of the Chicago Valley wild horse and burro herd management area. The site is also within the 
range of the Mojave population of the desert tortoise, at the northern end of the Eastern Mojave 
Recovery Unit, but is not within any designated proposed Desert Wildlife Management Area (USFWS 
1993). The site will be reclaimed to open space and wildlife habitat, which will leave the site in a 
productive end use that is readily adaptable to alternative end uses. 

4.2.0 IMPACT ON FUTURE MINING 

Reclamation of this site will not preclude mining at a future date. The aggregate resource likely 
extends beyond 50 feet deep; mining according to the current mining plan will not have exhausted 
on-site mineral resources. 

4.3.0 RECLAMATION SCHEDULE 

Reclamation treatments, such as the grade-stabilization structures, drainage ditches, and material 
berms, will be installed as mining proceeds. Reclamation treatments such as resoiling, using topsoil 
and amended waste fines, and revegetation will be initiated when final slopes are established. Once 
reclamation treatments have been implemented, they will be monitored until performance 
standards have been met. The monitoring plan is designed to evaluate site-specific criteria for slope 
stability, erosion and sediment control, and resoiling and revegetation. 
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4.4.0 POST-MINING ACTIVITIES AND SITE CONFIGURATION 

Map Sheet 3 depicts the post-mining activities and reclaimed topography of the mined area. The 
final site configuration will be a 30-foot deep excavation with 3:1 (H:V) side slopes. The surface of 
the mine operations area and access roads (7.2 acres on-site and 0.2 acres off-site; 7.4 acres total) 
will be 1) decompacted, 2) resoiled using stockpiled topsoil and on-site waste fines, and 3) 
revegetated. 

4.4.1 Slope Stability 

Pit slopes for the mining phase and the final reclaimed site will not be steeper than 3:1 (H: V). 
The roadcut for the access road, that has a slope of 2: 1 (H: V), will also remain but is not 
considered a major slope. The angle pf repose for loose sediments on the site is approximately 
32°. This angle can be considered to be representative of the angle of internal friction of the 
native slope material. Thus, pit slopes will be stable at the proposed angle under static 
conditions. Any slope failures that may occur would be retained within the pit. 

4.4.2 Final Drainage Plan and Impoundments 

Map Sheet 3 details the final drainage plan of the reclaimed site. The excavated pit will serve as 
sediment basin/trap for eroded sediment coming from upslope of the pit, and from within the 
pit itself. The grade-stabilization structures, drainage ditches, and material berm will not be 
maintained after final reclamation has been completed. 

4.4.3 Disposal of Equipment 

Any equipment brought onto the site will be removed from the site following termination of 
mining activity. No equipment will be stored permanently on-site. At final reclamation, there will 
be no equipment remaining on the mined site. 

4.5.0 RESOILING 

The native soil of this site is a poorly graded sand with gravel derived from the sedimentary and 
metasedimentary rock units found upslope. A native soil contains native seeds and soil 
microorganisms, and therefore, is preferred for site reclamation. The topsoil will be defined as the 
upper six inches of the substrate on the site. Topsoil will be salvaged prior to mining any area of the 
site. The topsoil will be placed in designated stockpiles within the western buffer zone. 
 
Native surface materials will be kept separate from the processing fines. Processing fines will be 
placed in the stockpile area delineated on the site plans, and may be respread prior to (and beneath) 
topsoil application. Prior to spreading the topsoil, all compacted areas will be decompacted (ripped 
or disced) to facilitate root growth. The topsoil that was salvaged will be respread to a depth of six 
inches in all areas of the pit, inclusive of slopes outside drainage structures. The woody debris less 
than 0.5 feet, if stockpiled separately, will be distributed over the site in a random manner following 
the topsoil application. The large amount of coarse material (gravel) in the native topsoil will also 
serve as a gravel mulch, thereby armoring the revegetated site. 
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4.5.1 Mulches 

Since the native coarse-grained topsoil will be used to resoil this site, a gravel mulch will not 
need to be added. The coarse fraction of the native soil will act as a protective lag layer, thereby 
guarding against wind and water erosion. 

4.6.0 REVEGETATION 

Revegetation will strive to achieve visual integration with the vegetation surrounding the site. 
Establishment of vegetation in the borrow pit area will provide some erosion control for the site, 
while creating cover and forage for wildlife. 

4.6.1 Seedbed Preparation 

After decompacting the growth medium, the area will be roughed to form a variety of 
microsites; this can be accomplished by "track walking" or imprinting the site. The growth 
medium will be prepared to provide a firm, but not overly compacted, bed. 
 
Table 4.6-1: Proposed Seed Mix 

Scientific Name Common Name PLS lbs/ acre 
Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush 5 
Ambrosia salsola Cheesebush 3 

Ambrosia dumosa Burroweed 3 
Bebbia juncea Sweetbush 1 
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Table 4.10-1: Remedial Measures 
 

Feature Objective Monitoring Frequency Findings 
 

Action 

Wind Erosion Soil stabilized, no nuisance 
dust from site 

Continuously during mining and 
reclamation implementation; annually 
following reclamation. 

Soil drifts found behind plants and 
rises, blowing dust. 

Consider additional soil 
stabilization, i.e., rock mulching 
and revegetation. 

Water Erosion Soil stabilized, no evidence 
of rilling or gullying. 

After first major storm event (>0.5 
inch rain in a 24-hour period) 
following construction; once a year 
during annual monitoring of 
reclamation. 

Rilling, gullying, erosion, or evidence 
of washouts or erosion in 
established drainage wavs. 

Repair area, consider additional 
stabilization (waterbars, berms, 
diversion channels, rock lining, 
or mulches). 

Slope Stability No evidence of slope 
failures, 

Monitor continuously during mining 
operations; and annually during 
reclamation. 

Slope failures, slumping. Reconstruct slope, lessen angle 
of slope, and implement erosion 
control measures. 

Invasion by Russian 
thistle or other 
invasive species 

No interference with 
establishment of native 
vegetation. 

Once per year, note areas of 
infestation of Russian Thistle or other 
species. 

Infestation of exotics interfering with 
establishment of native vegetation.  

Apply weed eradication 
measures: hand-pulling, hand- 
cutting, and possibly hand- 
applied herbicide. 

Revegetation Perennial cover averages 
10 percent.  

Annually following implementation. <10 percent perennial cover, signs of 
drought stress; signs of herbivory 
that may significantly affect 
outcome. 

Consider fertilizing and irrigating 
individual plants; analyze soil for 
problems; analyze for pest 
problems 

Resoiling Decompacted native soils 
respread to a depth of 6 
inches.  

Monitor during implementation.  Fines absent from substrate surface 
of a compacted substrate. 

(consider fencing individual 
plants that volunteered). 
Respread additional topsoil; rip 
or disc site to alleviate 
compaction. 
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4.6.2 Plant Materials and Planting Densities 

Many plant species are comprised of local ecotypes that are highly adapted to· local climate and 
edaphic conditions (Plummer et al. 1955, 1968). The plants that will have the best chance of 
survival on a site are those ecotypes that are growing on (or near) the site (Millar and Libby 
1989). The use of nonlocal plant materials can result in the application of a poorly adapted 
ecotype, as well as the potential genetic contamination of the local ecotype through 
interbreeding with the introduced ecotype. The results of interbreeding between nonlocal and 
wild local native stock can be adverse and permanent. 
 
The best policy is to collect plant materials from on or near the site. Therefore, plant materials 
for each of the designated species should be obtained from the same region as the mine site. 
For the purposes of MS #286A, the collection region will be defined as Mojave Creosote Bush 
Scrub vegetation that occurs between 1,500 and 3,500 feet· elevation, east of the Funeral 
Mountains and the Green water Range, and within a 20-mile radius of MS #286A. 

4.6.3 Irrigation 

Irrigation would only serve to aid the growth of invasive exotics and therefore is not 
recommended for this site. 

4.6.4 Plant Eradication Measures 

Plant eradication will not be necessary unless the presence of Russian thistle, or other invasive 
exotics, on the site becomes a limiting factor in the reestablishment of native vegetation. 
Remediation for invasive exotic species is discussed in Table 4.10-1. 

4.7.0 EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

Erosion and sediment control will be achieved by implementation of the previously described 
drainage and revegetation plans. Diversion of the drainage to the east of the mining and operations 
areas will limit the amount of flood waters entering these areas. Resoiling and revegetation will be 
performed according to the revegetation plan and will aid in reducing erosion. 

4.8.0 PUBLIC SAFETY 

The configuration of the mined lands, will not pose a hazard to the public. No hazardous materials 
will be stored on-site. In addition, the boulders at the access point to the site will help prevent 
uncontrolled access. 

4.9.0 PERFORMANCE STANDARD 

The following discussion sets forth minimum site criteria, or performance standards, for the various 
aspects of site reclamation. Monitoring of reclamation performance standards will be agreed upon 
by Caltrans, BLM, and Inyo County. 

4.9.1 Erosion and Sediment Control 

Erosion and sediment control monitoring will be completed at the same time and frequency that 
the used to vegetation monitoring is done. The drainage ditches and swale will be inspected 
following the season's first major storm event or at a minimum of annually. These structures will 
be cleaned out as needed to maintain a clear flow path for flood waters. The results will be to 
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identify areas of potential failures and to trigger the implementation of remedial measures 
before problem areas cause widespread failures. Any observable reason for failure will be noted 
and the appropriate remedial measure suggested as part of the annual monitoring report. 

4.9.2 Slope Stability 

No large man-made slope within the pit shall be steeper than 3:1 (H:V), which has been 
determined to exceed the slope stability standard for this material for all except the most severe 
earthquake events. 

4.9.3 Revegetation 

The following performance standards will be applied to the site. Undisturbed, site indigenous 
woody perennial cover was estimated at 30 percent. Reclamation will achieve a minimum of 20 
percent coverage and 20 percent density of surrounding undisturbed land, and a perennial 
species richness of 50 percent of surrounding undisturbed land. Areas found to be below these 
standards will be evaluated as set forth in the Remedial Measures Plan. 

4.10.0 MAINTENANCE, MONITORING, AND REMEDIAL MEASURES 

Site maintenance and monitoring will continue until Inyo County deems reclamation complete. 

4.10.1 Erosion and Sediment Control 

All erosion and sediment control structures will be maintained and monitored annually for as 
long as mining and reclamation continues. This shall be done to ensure that the failure of one or 
more structures does not apply additional and unplanned stress on other structures. 

If infilling or failure of a structure occurs, steps to repair the original structure will be taken. 
Infilled structures shall be cleaned out without causing damage. 

4.10.2 Slope Stability 

All slopes will be assessed, on a form such as the one supplied in Appendix B, during annual 
monitoring to ensure that they are stable. If excess slope erosion is observed, or failures noted, 
as discussed in the performance standards section, the appropriate remedial measures will be 
implemented. 

4.10.3 Revegetation 

Revegetation of the site will be monitored following implementation on each phase. Monitoring 
activities will take place during the peak flowering season, approximately mid-February through 
April. Once the monitoring date is set following these initial reclamation activities, monitoring of 
the site during the later years will occur within two weeks of that original date. This scheme will 
assure that the data will be comparable over time. 

Revegetation monitoring will consist of visual assessments and recording the progress of 
reclamation with photographs. The species composition, shrub cover, -and shrub density will be 
recorded on a form (an example is included in Appendix B). If it appears that the site will not 
meet the performance standards set forth, then the investigator shall suggest remedial 
measures. Appropriate remedial measures are listed in Table 4.10-1. 
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4.10.4 Other Species 

If Russian thistle invades revegetated areas to the point that it is impacting the germination 
and/or growth of desired species, then this invasive exotic will be manually removed from the 
site as a remedial measure as detailed in Table 4.10-1. 

4.11.0 REPORTING 

Once the reclamation activities have been completed, monitoring activities will commence and will 
continue until the County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. Reporting of the 
progress of reclamation will be transmitted to Inyo County on an annual basis. This annual report 
will, at a minimum, consist of the name and credentials of the investigator(s), a summary of the work 
accomplished, the date of the visit(s), the methods and materials used, the data collected, an 
analysis of the data and performance standards, and any suggested remedial measures. 

5.0.0 COST OF RECLAMATION 

A reclamation cost estimate is provided in Appendix A. 

6.0.0 APPLICANT STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY 

An Applicant Statement of Responsibility can be found on Page 2 of Appendix A-1. 
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Planning Department 
Phone: (760) 878-0263 
FAX: (760) 878-0382 168 North Edwards Street 

Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

E-Mail: inyoplanning@ 
inyocounty.us 

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

6(Action Item -Public Hearing) 

October 27, 2026 

Approve the stipulation order requiring 
compliance with the Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act 

Global Pumice, LLC is the operator of the Global Pumice Olancha Mine (Mine ID No. 
91-14-0003 ), operating under Amended Conditional Use Pennit No. 93-5 and 
Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. 
On June 26, 2026, the Inyo County Planning Department issued a Notice of Violation 
(NOV) pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), Public 
Resources Code §2774.1, and applicable provisions of the Inyo County Code. The NOV 
identified continued mining beyond the approved permit term and failure to comply with 
phased mining and concurrent reclamation requirements. The NOV also required the 
operator to provide a current Financial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE). Attachment A 

The approved Reclamation Plan requires ongoing revegetation and concurrent 
reclamation as mining progresses. County inspections determined that the operation had 
exceeded the applicable 54-acre disturbance threshold without completing reclamation 
and revegetation on matching acreage and that the required operational and reclamation 
measures had not been effectively implemented or maintained. 

On August 6, 2026, Global Pwnice submitted applications for amendments to CUP No. 
93-5 and Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. The proposed amendments include an extension of 
the operating period, recovery and removal of historic stockpiled fines, authorization of 
additional industrial mineral products, and revisions to the progressive reclamation 
program. The operator is not proposing to expand the existing 75-acre operational 
footprint. GP - 2 - CUP Application- 8-3-... 
Pursuant to Public Resources Code §2774. l(a)(2), when correction of a noticed violation 
is expected to require more than 30 days, the lead agency and operator may enter into a 



Stipulated Order to Comply establishing a reasonable schedule for compliance based 
upon the actions and legal processes necessary to correct the violation. 
Staff has determined that correction of the identified violations will require more than 30 
days because the corrective actions involve implementation of existing reclamation 
requirements, preparation of supplemental technical information, processing of the 
pending CUP and Reclamation Plan amendments, environmental review, SMARA 
review, and financial assurance requirements. A Stipulated Order to Comply has 
therefore been prepared establishing the requirements and schedule for Global Pumice to 
correct the identified violations. 
Approval of the Stipulated Order is exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15321, Enforcement Actions by Regulatory 
Agencies. Any subsequent approval of amendments to the Conditional Use Pennit and 
Reclamation Plan will be considered separately and subject to the applicable CEQA 
reVlew. 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Supervisory Distrkt; 5 

Project Applicant: Thomas Hrubik. 

Property Owner: Inoerti & Ely Living Trust 

Site Address: Approx. 2 miles south of Olancha and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Road 

Community: Olancha, California 

A.P.N.: 033-200-01 

General Plan: Rural Protection (RP) 

Zoning: Open Space, 40 acre minimum (OS-40) 

Size of Parcel: Approx 630.12. 

Surrounding Land Use: 
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Location: Use: 
Site Mine 

North Vacant, Ranch 

East Vacant 

South Vacant 

West Vacant 

Staff Recommended Action: 

Alternatives: 

Project Planner: 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Gen. Plan Desi2nation Zonin2 
Rural Protection (RP) Open Space - 40 acre minimum (OS-

40} 
State & Federal Land Open Space - 40 acre minimum (OS-
(SFL) and Rural Protection 40) 
(RP) 
State & Federal Land Open Space - 40 acre minimum (OS-
(SFL) and Rural Protection 40) 
(RP} 

Natural Resource (NR) Open Space -40 acre minimum (OS-
40) 

Natural Resource (NR) Open Space - 40 acre minimum 
(OS-40) 

1) Approve the Stipulated Order to Comply 
requiring Global Pumice, LLC to correct the 
identified violations and comply with the conditions 
of approval, mitigation measures, and approved 
Reclamation Plan in accordance with the 
compliance schedule established in the Stipulated 
Order .. 

1) Modify the Stipulation Order as the Commission 
sees fit. 

2) Continue the public hearing to a future date and 
provide specific direction to staff regarding what 
additional information or analysis is needed. 

Ryan Standridge, Associate Planner and SMARA 
Coordinator 

The Global Pumice Olancha Mine operates pursuant to Amended Conditional Use Permit 
No. 93-5 and Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. The existing approvals establish the operational 
footprint and require phased mining and concurrent reclamation as mining progresses. 
On June 26, 2026, the Planning Department issued an NOV identifying two principal 
violations. First, the operation continued mining beyond the approved permit term 
without an approved extension of the CUP and Reclamation Plan. Second, the operation 
failed to comply with the phased mining and concurrent reclamation requirements 
contained in Conditions 4 and 5 of the approved CUP and Reclamation Plan. 6-23-26 
violation letter with b ... 
The NOV states that the approved plan requires ongoing revegetation and concurrent 
reclamation as mining progresses and prohibits mining beyond 54 acres until reclamation 
and revegetation have occurred on matching acreage. County inspections determined that 
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the required concurrent reclamation and revegetation had not been maintained. 6-23-26 
violation letter with b ... 
The extent of the outstanding reclamation obligation is also reflected in Global Pumice's 
August 2026 FACE. In its own description of current site conditions, the operator states 
that approximately 75 acres are disturbed, that approximately 54 acres have not yet been 
seeded, and that this condition is in violation of the current CUP and Reclamation Plan. 
The FACE identifies reclamation of the approximately 54 acres as one of the actions 
necessary to address the existing condition. GP - 5 - FACE- Olancha - 8-3-26 
Notice of Violation and Corrective Action 
The June 26, 2026 NOV required Global Pumice to immediately implement and maintain 
the mining and reclamation requirements of Conditions 4 and 5; submit a written 
concurrent reclamation plan identifying the areas to be reclaimed, proposed grading and 
revegetation methods, schedule, and estimated acreage; submit a Dust Control and 
Revegetation Implementation Plan; provide documentation concerning the status of Great 
Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District enforcement; submit a written compliance 
schedule; and submit current F ACEs. 6-23-26 violation letter with b . . . 
The operator subsequently submitted amendment applications and supporting materials in 
August 2026. The requested amendments include a seven-year extension of the approved 
mine life, recovery of approximately 1,000,000 tons of historically stockpiled pumice 
fines, authorization of additional industrial mineral products, and revisions coordinating 
progressive reclamation with resource recovery. 
Stipulated Order to Comply 
Public Resources Code §2774. l(a)(2) provides for a Stipulated Order to Comply when 
the lead agency determines that correction of a noticed violation will require more than 
30 days. The Stipulated Order must contain a schedule and reasonable time for 
compliance based upon the actions and legal processes necessary to correct the violation. 
Staff has determined that correction of the Global Pumice violations cannot reasonably be 
completed within 30 days. Corrective action requires implementation of existing 
reclamation obligations together with completion of technical studies and supplemental 
application materials, County review, environmental review, SMARA review, financial 
assurance review, and consideration of the pending amendments. 
The proposed Stipulated Order establishes deadlines for property-owner and mineral­
right documentation, biological resources and air quality/fugitive dust evaluations, 
updated Mine Plan and Reclamation Plan maps, additional information requested by the 
County, revised Reclamation Plan text, and financial assurance requirements. 
Global _Pumice_ Stipulation_ Count . .. 
The Stipulated Order provides a structured schedule for correction of the violations while 
allowing the County to process the materials necessary to determine whether the 
requested amendments may ultimately be approved. 
Pending Amendments and Continued Operations 
Approval of the Stipulated Order does not constitute approval of the pending 
amendments to CUP No. 93-5 or Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. 
The proposed amendments include activities not authorized solely by approval of the 
Stipulated Order, including the proposed extension of mining operations, recovery or 
removal of historic stockpiled fines, and production of additional industrial mineral 
products. The Stipulated Order expressly provides that it does not authorize surface 
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mining activities that are not otherwise authorized under a valid County permit or other 
applicable approval. Global_ Pumice_ Stipulation_ Count ... 
Global Pumice remains responsible for complying with the existing Reclamation Plan 
and applicable conditions during the compliance period. Submission or processing of the 
amendment applications does not, by itself, correct the existing violations or authorize 
activities requiring approval of the pending amendments. 
Other Agency Compliance 
The operation has also been subject to separate enforcement by the Great Basin Unified 
Air Pollution Control District concerning fugitive dust and equipment permitting. 
Great Basin's enforcement is administered separately from the County's SMARA 
enforcement. The Great Basin matters provide relevant background regarding site 
conditions and dust management but are not independently the basis for the County's 
Stipulated Order under PRC §2774.1. 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
The Stipulated Order is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15321, 
Enforcement Actions by Regulatory Agencies. The action establishes a schedule for 
correction of violations of existing County and SMARA requirements and does not 
approve an expansion or modification of the existing mining operation. 
Any subsequent approval of amendments to CUP No. 93-5 and Reclamation Plan No. 93-
4 will be considered separately and will be subject to the applicable CEQA review. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve the Stipulated Order to Comply 
requiring Global Pumice, LLC to correct the identified violations and comply with the 
conditions of approval, mitigation measures, approved Reclamation Plan, and the Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Act in accordance with the compliance schedule established in 
the Stipulated Order .. 

FINDINGS 

1. The County determined that Global Pumice, LLC was not in compliance with 
its approved Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan, including continued 
mining beyond the approved permit term and failure to comply with phased 
mining and concurrent reclamation requirements. [Evidence: June 26, 2026 
Notice of Violation (Attachment A).] 

2. The County issued a Notice ofViolation pursuant to PRC §2774.1 identifying 
the violations and the corrective actions necessary to bring the operation into 
compliance. [Evidence: June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation(Attachment A).] 

3. Staff determined that correction of the noticed violations cannot reasonably be 
completed within 30 days because correction requires actions and legal processes 
including implementation of reclamation requirements, completion and review of 
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technical information, processing of the CUP and Reclamation Plan amendments, 
environmental review, SMARA review, and financial assurance requirements. 
[Evidence: June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation(Attachment A); August 2026 
amendment applications; Stipulated Order to Comply(Attachment B).] 
4. Pursuant to PRC §2774. l(a)(2), a Stipulated Order to Comply is appropriate 
because correction of the noticed violations is expected to require more than 30 
days, and the proposed Stipulated Order establishes a reasonable schedule and 
time for compliance considering the actions and legal processes required to 
correct the violations. 
S. Approval of the Stipulated Order does not constitute approval of the pending 
amendments to CUP No. 93-5 or Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and does not 
authorize activities requiring approval through those amendments. [Evidence: 
Stipulated Order to Comply.] Global_Pumice_Stipulation_ Count ... 
6. Approval of the Stipulated Order is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines § 15321 because the action constitutes an enforcement action by a 
regulatory agency. 
7. The public hearing has been properly noticed and published. 

ORDERS 
1. The Planning Commission approves the attached Stipulated Order to Comply 

between the County of Inyo and Global Pumice, LLC pursuant to Public 
Resources Code §2774. l(a)(2). 

2. The Planning Commission finds that correction of the violations identified in the 
June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation cannot reasonably be completed within 30 days 
and that the schedule and time for compliance established by the Stipulated Order 
are reasonable considering the actions and legal processes necessary to correct the 
violations. 

3. Global Pumice, LLC shall complete the corrective actions and comply with the 
deadlines established in the Stipulated Order. 

4. Approval of the Stipulated Order does not constitute approval of the pending 
amendments to CUP No. 93-5 or Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and does not 
authorize activities requiring approval through those amendments. 

5. Global Pumice, LLC shall remain subject to the requirements of its existing 
approvals, including applicable conditions of approval, mitigation measures, and 
Reclamation Plan requirements, during the term of the Stipulated Order. 

6. Following approval and execution, the County shall transmit the Stipulated Order 
to the Division of Mine Reclamation as required by SMARA. 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation 
B. 1998 Notice of Decision-Amended CUP No. 93-5 I Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 
C. Global Pumice Response to Notice of Violation 
D. Submitted Minor Amendment Application - CUP No. 93-5 / Reclamation Plan 

No. 93-4 
E. Proposed Stipulated Order to Comply 
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Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Phone: (760) 878-0263 

FAX: (760) 878-0382 

E-Mail: inyoplanning@inyocounty.us 

Notice of Violation Pursuant to SMARA § 2774.1 and 
Inyo Counh' Code§ 1.10.010 and§ 14.J6.0J0 

June 26, 2026 

Thomas Hrubik 
Southwest Global 
PO Box 174 

Apple Valley,CA 92307 
thrubik@globalpwnice .com 

Rick Petelski Southwest Global 
P.O. Box 174 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 
isellcat@yahoo.com 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL AND EMAIL 

RE: Mine ID# 91-14-003 Olancha Plant 

Dear Mr. Hrubik and Mr. Petelski: 

This letter serves as a formal Notice of Violation pursuant to Inyo County Code (ICC) § 
7. 70.070. As the operator of the Olancha plant mine, you are in violation of the California 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and the Inyo County Code. The violations 
outlined below must be corrected within 30 days ofreceipt of this notice. Failure to comply 
may result in enforcement actions, including penalties and legal proceedings. 

P11ge 1 

Violations 

1. Continued Mining Beyond the Approved Permit Term( Condition 2) 
Condit ion 2 of Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/Reclamation Plan 
93-4 required the operator to obtain an amendment to the Conditional 
Use Permit and Reclamation Plan prior to exceeding the approved ten• 
year mine life. Mining operations have continued beyond the approved 
permit term without an approved extension of the Conditional Use 
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Permit and Reclamation Plan. 

Previous correspondence indicates the operator believed the former 
Mine Inspector could administratively grant a time extension. The 
County has since determined that the approved Condition of Approval 
requires any extension of the mine life to be processed as an amendment 
to the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan and approved by the 
Planning Commission. Accordingly, the operation is currently operating 
beyond the approved permit term 

,:; Required Action: Within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Notice, submit a 
complete application requesting a time extension through an amendment to 
the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan, or cease mining operations 
and commence reclamation in accordance with the approved Reclamation 
Plan .. 

2. Failure to Comply with Phased Mining and Concurrent Reclamation 
Requirements( Condition 4 & 5) 

o Conditions 4 and 5 of Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/Reclamation Plan 93-4 
require ongoing revegetation and concurrent reclamation as mining progresses. These 
conditions require the establishment of intermediate vegetative cover sufficient to prevent 
fugitive dust from leaving the site and prohibit mining beyond 54 acres until reclamation 
and revegetation have occurred on matching acreage. 

County inspections have determined that the required concurrent reclamation and 
revegetation have not been maintained in accordance with the approved Conditional Use 
Pennit and Reclamation Plan. 

The County has also been notified by the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control 
District (GBUAPCD) that the District intends to pursue an Order of Abatement based 
upon a longstanding history of noncompliance with its dust control requirements. While 
enforcement of District regulations remains under the jurisdiction of GBUAPCD, the 
District's documented violations and proposed enforcement action further demonstrate 
that the operational and reclamation measures required under Conditions 4 and 5 have not 
been effectively implemented or maintained. 

Required Action: Within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Notice, the operator shall: 

1. Immediately implement and maintain the mining and reclamation requirements of 
Conditions 4 and 5 of Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/Reclamation Plan 93-4, 
including measures necessary to control fugitive dust and conduct concurrent 
reclamation. 

2. Submit a written Concurrent Reclamation Plan identifying: 

o The areas to be reclaimed; 
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o The proposed grading and revegetation methods; 

o A schedule for completing concurrent reclamation; 

o The estimated acreage to be reclaimed during the current mining season. 

3. Submit a Dust Control and Revegetation Implementation Plan describing the 
operational measures that will be implemented to prevent fugitive dust from leaving the 
site, including the use of water application, interim vegetative cover, and other best 
management practices consistent with the approved Reclamation Plan. 

4. Provide documentation demonstrating the current status of the Great Basin Unified 
Air Pollution Control District enforcement action, including copies of any corrective 
action plans, compliance schedules, or other documentation submitted to the District. 

5. Submit a written compliance schedule identifying the anticipated completion date for 
each corrective action necessary to bring the operation into full compliance with 
Conditions 4 and 5 of the approved Conditional Use Penn.it and Reclamation Plan. 

3. Supply a current Financial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE) 

o 2022 was the last FACE provide for review and was deemed insufficent. 

o Required Action: Submit individual FACEs for reclamation plan (REC 93-4 
and CUP 93-5). Within 30 days. 

Consequences of Noncompliance 

If these violations are not remedied by August 7, 2026, the Cowity will seek an Order to 
Comply from the Planning Commission, imposing administrative penalties of$50 per day for 
each violation, as authorized by Public Resources Code § 2774.1 ( d). 

Additionally, a hearing to address the violations and potential penalties Will be scheduled for 
September 23, at 10:00 a.m. 

If you have any questions or require clarification, please contact me at (760) 878-0405 or via 
em.ail at rstandridge@inyocounty.us. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~~~ 
Ryan Smith-Standridge 
Associate Planner / SMARA Coordinator 
Inyo County Planning Department 
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cc: Christina Milovich, Deputy County Couruiel 

Page4 

Cathreen Richards, Inyo County Planning Director 
William W addelton, Inyo County Board of Supervisor 
Jaqueline Moore, Geology Unit Division of Mine Reclamation 



Ryan Smith-Standridge 

From~ 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc 
Subjo<t: 

Hi Ryan and Cathreen: 

Attachment A 

Grace Weitz <gw~itz@gbuapcd.org> 
Thursday, June 25, 202611:19 AM 
Cathre<:,n Richard.;;; Ryan Smith-Standridge 
Tom Schaniei 
Global Pumice order of aoatement 

Hope you're both doing well! l wanted to reach out because we're planning to begin order of abatement 
proceedings against the Global Pumice mine. We're seeking this order of abatement because they've 
been !n violation of their permit cond!tions--primarHy those related to dust mitigat1on--foryears. There 
have been scattered periods of improvement, but overall, we've seen far more noncompliance than 
compliance. If we're successful in obtaining an order of abatement, they'U likely have to shut down their 
operations for a period of time to Install proper dus~ control, purchase functional water trucks, etc. 

Timlrg-wise, we're hoping to file the order of abatement in earty July. The hearing would occur before the 
District hearing board, maybe 4-8 weeks after filing, !'m looping you guys in because I know that you also 
regulate Global Pumice. I'm happy to crat before we finaLize anything if you have any questions or 
concerns or if there's any way we can collaborate to have this order help both of our departments, 

Best, 
Grace 

Grace We~.z 
Deputy Alr Pollution Control Officer 
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Df strict 
157 Short St. 
Bishop. CA 93514 
Office: 760-872-8211 x233 
Celt: 760-920-9418 
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CoNTROL DISTRICT 
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www .gbuapcd.org 

April 22, 2026 

Thomas A. Hrubik, Operating Manager 
Global Pwnice, LLC 
P.O. Box 174 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Re: Notice of Violation (NOV) #1028, Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Flats Road, Olancha, 
CaJifomia 

Tom Hrubik: 

Notice of Violation (NOV) #1028 is being issued to Global Pumice by the Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District (the District) for failure to control dust at the Global Pumice Mine in 
Olancha, CA. 

On April 20, 2026, Ann Logan, Afr Pollution Control Officer for the Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District (the District), observed a. large plume of dust clearly originating from the 
Global Puruice Mine while she was on and nea.r California Highway 190, north of the mine. The 
source of these emissions were later confirmed by review of the District's Cartago I camera, which 
showed emissions clearly leaving the mine site from at least 11:00 a.rn. to 5:00 pm. Tbese 
emissions appeared to be on par with the worst emissions observed by current District staff. 

Review of the Cartago 1 camera for the first J weeks of April, 2026, showed 3 days with extremely 
excessive dust emissions ( 4/ l 0, 4/20 & 4/2 I). Nine other days bad emissions that clearly left the 
site (4/1 , 4/J, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8, 4/1 I, 4/15, 4/ 18, & 4/ 19). 5 more days had emissions that were clearly 
visibJe, but it was difficult to confirm these emissions left the property (4/5, 4/9, 4/3, 4/16, and 
4/18). Only 4 days (out of 21) showed probable compliance with District rules for dust emissions 
(4/2, 4/4, 4/13 and 4/14). 

During communications around the end of last year, you and your staff indicated that a spray on 
adhesive was going to be applied to the fines pile to prevent future emissions. Based upon 
observations from the first 3 weeks of April, District staff concludes that the adhesive either has 
not been applied yet, has been applied inadequately, or is ineffective at controlling dust 
emissions. 

Address the dust emissions immediately, and provide the District with a written summary of both 
ongoing and future dust suppression measures no later than April 24, 2026. 

Thank you, 

I 
Tom Schaniel 
Air Quality Specialist 

Enclosures: NOV #1028 



GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org 

NOTICE OF VIOlATION 
I. General lnfonnation I Ng 1 1028 
0\-vner or Operator Name: Global Pumice, LLC 

Premises or Operations Location: Global Pumice Mi"e, Cactus Flat Road 

Contact: Tom Hrubik j Titfe: President I Phone Ng; (760) 559-3280 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Email: thrubik@globalpumice.com I GBUAPCD Permit t. ATC 1659--03-21, PTO 1659--00-13 

II. Violation 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT A VIOLATION OF STATE OR FEDERAL CODES, AND/OR OF GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR 
POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS HAS OCCURRED. 

list of Code Sections, Rules or Regulations Violated: 

District Rule 401 - Fugitive Dust; and ATC 1659-03-21, Conditions 5; and 8 

SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY BE PUNISHED AS MISDEMEANORS PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 
42400, OR CIVIL PENAL TIES MAY BE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 42402 

Description of Violation: 

On Monday, April 20, 2026, from on and near California Highway 190, District staff observed 
dust emissions from the Global Pumice Mine leaving the property and creating a sizable plume. 
Review of a District Camera with a view of the mine confirmed that there were extremely 
excessive dust emissions on April 20th that left the property for a period of hours. Upon review 
of camera data for the first 3 weeks of April, extremely excessive dust emissions were observed 
on 3 days (4110, 4/20 & 4/21). Emissions that violated District Rule 401 and left the site were 
visible on camera on 9 additional days of the 21 day period (4/1, 4/3, 4/6, 417, 418, 4/11, 4115, 4118, 
& 4/19). Dust emissions on 5 more days (4/5, 4/9, 4112, 4/16, & 4117) were visible from the 
camera, but it was difficult to conclusively determine if the dust left the property on these days. 

THE ABOVE VIOLATION MUST BE CORRECTEO BY THE FOLLOWING DATE: Immediately . PLEASE RESPOND TO THE 
DISTRICT IN WRITING WITH A FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO ENO THE STATE OF VIOLA Tl ON AND 
PREVENT ITS RECURRENCE. YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER LEGAL ACTION. 

HI. Conditions 

Date Violation Observed: April 20, 2026 I Location(s) of Observer: North of site, on and near CA 190 

Wind Speed (mph): 20.30 Direction: SSE I Temperature: 75 °F I Cloud Cover: Few L!:!W,!f None 

Source Actively Emitting at time of Observation: [Z]Yes 0No j VEE Conducted: D ~!~-m§ (If Yes. ~ ch VEE~) 

IV. Notification - ( ~ // 
Notice Issued By: Tom Schaniel ! Slgn~re: I ~ ~/~ 
Date l~ued: April 22, 2026 I Issued Via: 0Hand Delivered /[Z]Email @certified Mail I Cert#: 9saso11osu ol11um a5 

NO V f orm : R.,·,·i~ed 5/2(121 
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Ryan Smith-Standridge 

From: Thomas Hrubik c::thrubik@globalpumice.com> 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:23 AM 
Ryan Smith-Standridge 

Sent: 
To: 
Cc: isellcat@yahoo.com 
Subject: Re: Response Required - Olancha Plant Mine Compliance 

Ryan, I sent you an email response last night about 6 PM. Please confirm receipt. 

Tom Hrubik 
Global Pumice 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 10, 2025, at 10:18 AM, Ryan Smith-Standridge <rstandridge@inyocounty.us> 
wrote: 

DearTom, 
This is a follow-up regarding the Olancha Plant Mine (Mine ID #91-14-0003). As noted in prior 
correspondence and inspections, there are outstanding compliance issues that must be 
addressed under your Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan. 
You are required to provide a written response, by mail or email. no later than September 15, 
2025. Your response should detail how and when you will bring the Olancha Plant into compliance. 
If we do not receive your response by this deadline, the County will have no choice but to proceed 
to a formal hearing before the Planning Commission. At that hearing, the Commission may 
consider actions up to and including suspension or revocation of the permit, which would require 
immediate shutdown of all operations at the Olan cha Plant. 
We urge you to treat this matter as a priority and respond promptly to avoid further enforcement 
action. 
Please direct your written response to: 
Inyo County Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 
or via email to: [insert your email] 
If you have any questions, contact me directly as soon as possible. 
Best regards, 
Ryan Standridge 
Associate Planner/ SMARA Lead 
Inyo county Planning Department 

Ryan Standridge 
Associate Planner/SMARA Coordinator 
(760)878-0405 
<image001.png> 
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Jnyo Counl) . lanning Department 

168 North Edwards Street 

Post Office Drawer L 

Independence, California 93526 

August 5, 1998 

Nancy Garnett 
Texas Industries, Inc 
1341 Mockingbird Lane 
Dallas, Texas 75247 

Fred Smalley 
Pacific Custom Materials 
P. 0. Box 192 
Olancha, CA 93549 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

Phone: {760) 878-0263. 

(760) 872-2706 

FAX; {760} 872.2712. 

E-Mail: lnyaPlanning@teli3.org 

RE: Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4/Amended Conditional Use Permit #93-5/ 
Pacific Custom Maten.a.ls 

Dear Mr. Smalley: 

On July 22, I 998, the In.yo Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider your Amended 
Conditional Use Permit 93-.5/Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4/Cpaci:fic Custom .Materials Pumice 
Mine located in Section 1, Township 20S, Range 37E, (M.D.B.&M.), Approximately two miles 
south of the community ofOlancha and five miles west ofHighway 395. Tbe project is a request to 
to expand the existing mine from a permitted 52 acres to 75 acres. This requires amending the 
existing Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit, approved in 1993. A Conditional Use Permit 
is needed because min.ing is a conditional use on private land zoned OS-40. A Reclamation Plan is 
needed for this project to conform vritb. the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) 
and County Code. The operation is to mine or disturb an additional 23 acres and at the same time 
reclaim portions of the 52 acres previously disturbed. At the conclusion of mining the remaining 
disturbed acreage will be reclaimed. Because of the nature of the mining, reclamation efforts must be 
vigorous and in conjunction with mining. Mining will produce a maximum of80,000 tons of pumice 
per year. At tbe same time, a maximum of 40,000 tons of waste will be produced. The project will 
last for ten years. 

The Planning Commission approved your project based on tbe following findings: 

A Based upon the Initial Study and all v.ritten and verbal" comments received., adopted the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration of Environmental lrnpact and certified the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act have been satisfied. 

[Evidence: In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, an 
Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact were prepared 
and circulated for public comment.] 

Notice Decision RP %-10 1 
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B . Found the proposed amended reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of Chapter 
7. 70 (Mirung & Reclamation) oflnyo County Code and State Mining Reclamation Act of 1976. 

C. Found the potential loss of native vegecation and wi idli fe habitat to be greater than the standards 
set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of the potential loss of native 
vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 71 l.4 of the Fish and Game Code 
requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before thls project is deemed "operative, vested, or final." 
The potential impact is greater than de minimus standard of section 71 l .4. Said $1,250.00 shall be 
paid by the applicant at the time the Notice ofDetennination is filed by the Planning Department 
(15 days after the reclamation plan approval). 

[Evidence: 77le subject property has not been disturbed and contains native vegetation and 
wildlife as documented hy the photographic evidence.] 

D . Found the proposed amended Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and the amended .Conditional Use 
Permit No. 93-5/ Pacific Custom Materials is consistent with tbe Op(!lz Space - Natural 
Resources designation in the Open Space and Conservation Element of the Inyo County General 
Plan. Further find, based upon substantial evidence in the record, the proposed amendments to 
the Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit have little or no probability to be detrimental 
to, or interfere with, the future adopted General Plan as provided by the State of California's 
Governor's Office of Planning and Research in its March 11, 1998, approval of the County's 
request for an extension oftime to update its General Plan. 

[Evidence: The proposed amendments to the Reclamati.on Pla.n and Conditional Use Pemzit are 
consistent with the existing and proposed General P Ian Designation of "Open Space - Natural 
Resources."} 

E. Approve Amended Reclamation Plan No.93-4/ CUP 93-5 /Pacific Custom Material with the 
following conditions of approval: 

CONDffiONS OF APPROVAL: 

Previous Conditions or Approval for RP 93-4 and CUP 93-5 
1. AJI conditions of approval for Reclamation Plan 93A and Conditional Use Permit 93-5 are 

still in affect and valid. The following conditions are added to the conditions of approval for 
Reclamation Plan 93-4 and CUP 93-5. 

Timing of Mining and Reclamation 
2 Mining the extension should be done in ten (10) years . .Mining shall be compteted by August 

l, 2008. Reclamation earthwork is to proceed along with the mining and be completed 
within one year after mining is complete. Vegetation perfonnance standards need to be met 
and 'Nill be met some time afl:er the initial reclamation efforts take place. The operator may 
obtain an extension by amending the reclamation plan and conditional use permit prior to 
exceeding the 75 acres or 10 year mine life. This extension request must be by making 
application to the fnyo County Planning Department and paying the necessary fees prior to 
reaching either limit. 
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Maps. 
3. Existing maps are inadequate because they show disturbance off the proposed pennitted area. 

Within six months of approval, the operator shall redraw the maps to show proper contours 
within the permitted areas. The map showing current disturbance shall be redrawn to show 
ex.isting stockpiles, and proposed topsoil stockpiles. All maps sball be changed to show 
disturbance only to the boundary line. 

Mining and Reclamation 
4. Due to the nature of this site and the problem with blowing dust, rl!vegetation effons must be 

ongoing to the point that vegetation shall be established a3 an intermediate cover of annual 
species to provide a ground cover that will prevent fugitive dust from leaving the site. This 
intermediate cover shall not deter the establishment of native shrubs from growing and in 
meeting the required final performance standards of the reclamation plans. 

5. Revegetation of disturbed lands shall be pursued in a manner that will not allow total 
disturbed acreage to go beyond 54 acres. Mining beyond 54 acres will riot be allow until 
reclamation and revegetation has occurred on matching acreage ( acre reclaimed for acre 
mined). Performance standards for this revegetation will be one-third the performance 
standards in condition 16. Once this standard is met, additional mining may occur. Financial 
assurances will not be released on the reclaimed land until the standards in condition 16 are 
satisfied. 

Salvage of Growth Media (Topsoil) 
6. The top ~ix inches (6"} of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be 

disturbed. This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the active work site Wltil final phase 
recJamatioo. 

7. After the site is recontot.:red, the salvaged topsoil shall be resp read to a depth of six inches 
over the recontoured pit. (See condition #I 0). It is obvious that not enough topsoil is 
available to cover the existing pit. Mulch will be used on the remainder of the pit. 

Erosion Control 
8. Pit slopes s ball be contoured to a minimum of 3: 1 (H: V). These slopes shall be established 

during times of intermittent operation, when the interim management plan is in affect, and 
during final reclamation. 

Earthwork 
9. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into the roadway 

after scarification. 

Noxious Weed Control 
10 During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds sb.all be 

controlled on site. 

Removal of Equipment 
11 . At the conclusion of mining all equipment, including scrap material, waste, and other mining 

debris sh.all be removed from site. 
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Seed Sources and Mixtures 
12. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. If sufficient seed is not 

available, it may be purchased. A seed mix of plant species in the Mojave Creosote Bush 
Scrub plant community shall be used. Below is the recommended seed mix: 

Scientific Name 

(La"ea tridentata) 
(Hymenoc/ea Salsola) 
(A triplex hymenelytra) 
(Atripla canescens) 

(.4triplex corifertifolia) 
(Ephedra nevadensis) 
(Krascheninnikovia lanata) 
(Achnathentm hymenoides) 

(Lepidium jremontii) 
(Sphaeralcea ambiqua) 
rErioganum injlatum) 
(P!antago insularis) 
(Amisnckia intermedial) 

Common Name 

PERENNIALS 

ANNUALS 

Creosote bush 
Ch.eese bush 
Desert holly 
Four-winged Saltbush 
Shadscale 
Monnontea 
Winter fat 
Indian rice-grass 

Fremont peppergrass 
Desert mallow 
Desert Trumpet 
Wooly Plantain 
Fiddleneck 

Total pounds live seed per acre 

Pounds of Live Seed 
Pounds/acre 

l 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

26 

This is an extensive list that should allow some fast growth to help with erosion control. 
These native species may only be obtained from seed stock found within fifty miles of the borrow site 
and within the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community. If purchased, the seed shall be 
certified originating fifty miles from the Mine. Reseeding shall take place during the fall. 

Decompaction 
13. Prior to seeding the area to he seeded shall be decompacted to a depth of two feet. This shall 

occur within one week prior to seeding. 

Revegetation Methods 
14. After scarification, the approved seed mix shall be broadcast and then mixed into the top one­

half inch (½") of the substrate by either raki11g or dragging a chain across the seedbed. This 
shall be done perpendicular to the slope of the pit. Decompaction and seeding shall be done 
within a week of each other and in late October to mid November. 

Revegetation Performance Standard 
15. Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete until vegetative density reaches 20 

percent (number of plants per unit area) compared to the surrounding undisturbed land. The 
site shall have a 50 percent diversity (species richness) of the perennial species compared to 
the surrounding undisturbed land. New perennial species shall be at least two years old 
before considered viable plants. This shall be verified based upon visual calculations and 
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substantiated by past photographs of the site including off site photographs of the surrounding 
undisturbed lands. 

Monitoring 
16. From initial seeding, the project sh.all be monitored until perfonnance standards are met. 

Remedial measures may be implemented any time to insure revegetalioa success, For the first 
two years, monitoring shall be performed twice a year. 

Remedial Measures 
17. If it appears the site will not meet the performance standard, the applicant shall consult with 

the Planning Department for recommendations on remedial measures. The remedial measures 
listed below shall be considered if reclamation problems are observed during annual 
monitoring: 

a. Mulching and/or fertilizing to supplement growth media; 
b. Reseeding: 
c. Irrigation; 
d. Planting of appropriate plants and protection of these plants. 
d. If irrigation is used the plants must make it on their own for two years. 
e. Analysis of soil for problems; 
f. Measures to reduce pest problems, including fencing individual plants. 

Mukhine: 
18. A mulch of native vegetative material and straw shall be applied at a rate of I 000 lbs. per acre 

into the seeding program. This mulch shall be crimped into the slope to provide both wind 
and water erosion control and seed holding. This will enhance revegetation. 

Reporting and Annual Inspections 
19. Each year the applicant shall tile an annual mining report with the State. These reports shall 

be filed until financial assurances are released. Monitoring activities will continue until the 
County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. In a~ordance with SMARA 
Section 2774 (b), Inyo County as the Lead Agency shall inspect the site and file annual 
inspection reports with the State. 

Reclamation Responsibility Statement 
20. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Inyo County Planning Department 

accepting responsibility for reclaiming lands as per the conditions specific herein. 

Financial Assurances 
2 L The total financial assurances required for this operation is $85,932.00. Financial assurances 

shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Department. Said assurances shall be made 
payable to the County of Inyo and the Department of Conservation. 

Financial Assurance Recalculation 
22. Financial assurances shall be recalculated each year in accordance with S,ection 2773. I(a)(3) 

of SMARA and lnyo County Code. This shall occur at the time of annual inspection. 
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Release or Financial Assurances 
23 . As required reclamation standards are achieved, that portion of financial assurances covering 

the completed activity may be released. The remainder of financial assurances covering 
revegetation and monitoring shall not be released until the revegetation performance standards 
are met. 

Implementation of Reclamation Plan 
24. Once any portion of this Reclamation Plan is implemented by commencing of mining, all of 

its conditions and limitations shall be operative, and violation of any part shall constitute a 
violation of this reclamation plac. and Chapter 7. 70 afinyo County Code. 

Hold Harmless 
25. The applicant, and operator shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County, its 

agents, officers and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against the County, its 
agents, officers and employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul any approval of the County, 
its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or its legislative body concerning Amended Reclamation 
Plan No. 93-4 Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/ Pacific Custom Material. 

Sincerely, 

Ear!H. Gann 
Mine Reclamation Planner 

Notice Decision RP 96-10 6 
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Inyo County P, lning Department Phone: (760) 8'1'B-0263 

(760) 872-2706 168 North Edwards Street 

Post Office Drawer L FAX: (760) 872-2712 

Independence, California 93526 E-Mail: lnyoP!anning@telis.org 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA 
ITEM NO: 8 
MEETING DA TE: July 22, 1998 
SUBJECT: Amended Reclamation Plan # 93-4/Conditional Use Permit# 93-5 

Pacific Custom Materials 
SUPERVISORJAL 
DISTRICT: Fifth 
APPLICATION: 

APPLICANT: 

LANDOWNER: 

LOCATION: 

A.P.N.: 
WN.ING: 
GENERAL PLAN: 
SITE SIZE: 
PROPOSAL: 

PROJECT 
PLANNER: 

Pacific Custom 
Amended RP 93-4 CUP 93-5 

Pacific Custom Materials/ Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4/ Amended 
Conditional Use Permit 93-S 
Pacific Custom Materials 
715 No. Glendale Avenue, Suite# 101 
Glendale, California 91203 
(818) 240-5160 
Ely Trust 
Box90960 
SantaBarbara. CA 93190 
(805) 569-2303 
The project is located approximately two miles south of the Community of 
01.ancha, and live miles east on Cactus Flat Road in Section I, Township 20S, 
Range 3 7E, (MDB&M). 
33-200-01 
OS-40 (Open Space- 40 acres minimum). 
''Open Space-Natural Resources"_ 
75 acres. 
The proposal is a request to amend the existing Reclamation Plan and 
Conditional Use Pem1it to allow for expansion of the e,cisting mine from 52 
acres to 75 acres. The proposal is to also reclaim the mine in phases and at the 
end of mining. Mine life will be extended ten years. 

Earl H. Gann, Mine Reclamation Planner. 
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PROJECT DESCRJPTION 
Project is to expand the existing mine from a pennitted 52 acres to 75 acres. This requires amending 
the existing Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit, approved in 1993. A Conditional Use 
Permit is needed because mining is a conditionaJ use on private land zoned OS-40. A Reclamation 
Plan is needed for this project to conform with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 
(SMARA) and County Code. The operation is to mine or disturb an additional 23 acres and at the 
same time reclaim portions of the 52 acres previously disturbed. At the conclusion of mining the 
remaining disturbed acreage will be reclaimed. Because of the nature of the mining, reclamation 
efforts must be vigorous and in conjunction with mining. M"ining will produce a maximum of 80,000 
tons of pumice per year. At the same time, a maximum of40,000 tons of waste will be produced. 
The project will last for ten years. 

SUBJECT PROPERTY AND SURROUNDING LAND USES: 

Surrounding land uses are all vacant and zoned as follows: 
Land Owner Land Use Zoning 

North BLM Open Space OS-40 

South Private Open Space OS-40 

East Private Open Space OS-40 

West State Lands Open Space OS-40 

Reclamation Plan (As submitted by the Applicant, written in different font) 
Reclamation of the site will be implemented according to the reclamation plan discussed below. 
This reclamation plan outlines typical reclamation treatments and site specific techniques required to 
reclaim the site. 
Upon completion of quarrying operations in a given area, reclamation activities will begin. Areas of disb.Jrbance 
are scarified. Stockpiled fines are used as backfill: a course aggregate is placed over the finer material to 
minimize wind erosion and fugitive dust emissions. If available, overburden and or topsoil are to be used as 
final cover materials to enhance revegetation efforts. 
After disturbed areas have been recontorued and the coarse aggregate has been applied, a seed mixture is 
broadcast over the disturbed a-ea. The seed mixture is comprised of the following native species (Commo11 
names): 

Indian Ricegrass 
Desert Globe Mallow 
Red Brome Grass 
Cheese bush 
FoulWing Saltbush 
Desert Spinach 
Burrobush 
Shadscale 
Cresote 
Desert Senna 

Paci.fie CU5tam 
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Disking would not be appllcable for seed application purposes; fines would be exposed to wind erosion. 
Application by hand Is a more suitable method for applying the seed mix to the disturbed area. Seed will be 
applied by a person standing upwind of the disturbed area during moderate wind conditions. Seeds will fall 
between the coarser material and be protected from the wind. 
Planting will occur from October through November, as most of the seeds require stratification. Grasses will 
germinate in earfy s'pnng. Germination of shrubs will follow as temperatures in the spring increase. This 
process will be employed for ongoing as well as closure reclamation efforts. Test plots have been established, 
in addition to the areas reclaimed as part of the phased reclamation program, to monitor revegetation 
techniques. 
Operating procedures prohibit any activities in an area once the area has been seeded. This maximizes 
revegetation efforts and helps minimize fugitive emissions. 
The pumice material when wet crusts over and does not blow in the wind; however, reclamation activities 
include monitoring for erosion. If erosion is evident, additional re vegetation and other drainage control 
measures can be employed to minimize erosion. 
Upon completion of all mining activities the quarry will be regraded. The southwest facing headWall will be 
reduced to a 3 tc 1 slope. This will be accomplished by pushing material off the high wall from above with a og 
Dozer. The southwest side of the main stockpile will be rounded off'. Material will be pushed down and used as 
fill for the lower levels. Remaining disturbed areas will be regraded in accordance with the approved final 
contour map. The existing contour map and proposed final contour map have been submitted a part of this 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Plan Appfication. 

Removal of Equipment 
There are no permanent structures located an the property, with the exception of pre-cast concrete blocks 
supporting the portable truck scale. All other equipment whether currently in use or proposed is temporary. The 
current reclamation plan requires that all structures, equipment foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris be 
removed from this site within three months of closure. 
Once the truck scale has been removed from the pre-cast concrete blocks, the pre-c~t concrete blocks will be 
dismantled and remove<! from the site. The blocks will either be used at another facility or recycled. 
All processing equipment will be loaded on trucks with a fronHoader and transported to either anther facility or to 
a metal recycfing facility in Bakersfield, California 
The area will be inspected to ensure all materials, equipment trash, and debris are removed from the property. 

Monitoring 
Upon completion of mining and reclamation activities, monitoring will be performed once every six months to 
ensure the success of reclamation efforts. 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 

The Planning Commission approved Reclamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use permit 93-5 on 
March 23, 1994, with conditions of approval. An Initial Study and draft Negative Declaration was 
circulated for review before approval. The Planning Commissioc certified the Negative Declaration 
at the time ofReclamation Plan approval. 

A Conditional Use Permit is needed because mining is a conditional use on private land zoned OS-
40. A Reclamation Plan is needed for this project to confonn with the Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) and County Code. 

Planning Department Staff has reviewed the certified Negative Declaration, approved Reclamation 
PJan and Conditional Use Permit and have determined that the proposed changes in the operation, an 
additional 23 acres of disturbance, require an additional Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The 
Amended Conditional Use Permit and Amended Reclamation Plan, with the conditions of approval, 
Pacific CU&tom 3 
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can accomplish the required reclamation under the Suiface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 and 
the requirements of Chapter 7.70 of County Code (Inyo County Mine Reclamation Ordinance). 
The reclamation plan as written is not specific in detail. Because of the lack of topsoil, a mulch or 
fertilizer will be needed to augment the proposed growth media. Preparation of the site to receive the 
seeds is not addressed. A seed mix is suggested, however, specific amount of seeds per species per 
acre is not listed. Reclamation should create microsites by imprinting and scattering of larger rocks 
on the site prior to seeding. Specific actions need to be taken duriag mining to assure successful 
revegetation. These steps will be outlined in the conditions of approval for the reclamation plan and 
conditionaJ use permit. Performance standards are not listed in the proposed reclamation plan. 

Specific conditions and performance standards will be listed in the conditions of approval for the Use 
Permit and Reclamation Plan at the end of this document. 

The operator must be cognizant of the lack of revegetation success over the past five years_ They 
must also be aware of the problem of blowing dust at this site_ This site is highly visible from 
Highway 395. Although, tbe County has received no formal complaints over the blowing dust many 
informal complaints or questions have been brought to the County's attention over the blowing dust 
at the site. Regardless of the permit to operate issued by Great Basin, the County as Lead Agency 
needs to address this problem. The best way is to condition the mine and require the mine to reclaim, 
by revegetation past disturbed areas in a vigorous manner. The best way to do trus is to condition 
new mining disturbance on reclamation and revegetation. In 1993, the operator indicated that two 
acres would be reclaimed each year. This may have been done. However, no revegetation has been 
established on these recJaimed areas. Th.is is the crux of the problem. The more acreage disturbed, 
the more a visual problem exists. Revegetation success must precede future disturbance. An 
additional two acres can be disturbed now but no further acreage can be disturbed until revegetarion 
succ.ess is established on at least two acres. The performance standards for this Tieed not be as rugh as 
for the release of financial assurances_ This revegetation effort obviously cannot take place until the 
final earthwork has taken place. The performance standerds for this intennediate revegetation 
requirement shall be one-third the finaJ revegetation standards. 

These specific items will be listed in the conditions of approval. Because of the Jack of re vegetation 
during the period of the last reclamation plan (five years), the pJan will have specific reclamation 
peiformance standards tied to the conditional use pennit. Mine production will be directly related to 
reclamation perfonnance on mined out lands. Strict standards for dust control must be adhered to 
allow continue mining. 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION -OFFICE OF MINE RECLAMATION (OMR) 
COMMENTS: 

Pursuant to the State :Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA), Inyo County has submitted the 
Reclamation Plan to OMR for a JO-day review and comment period on April 30, 1997. 
Inyo County has reviewed OMR's comments (see attached) and prepared the foJlowing written 
responses to address the issues. Most of OMR's comments have been incorporated into the 
Reclamation Plan; many were incorporated prior to the receipt of comments on May 26, 1998. 
Comments were due May 22, 1998. Planning requested OMR persoMel visit tbe site prior to 
submitting comments. This is the reason comments were late. 

Pacific Custom 4 
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Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998 
1. The maps with the 1993 plan show facilities areas and stockpiles in the centraJ area of the 

mine. The maps with the 1998 plan show the mining and reclamation of the expansion area. 
We recommend that the current locations of stockpiles be shown oa the December 1997 plot 
plan. In a~~ition, we recommend that the following features be shown on the current map: 
revegetation test plot area., topsoil stockpiles, overburden stockpiles, the pit area being 
backfilled with fines, and the 11 acres that have been seeded. 

In order to be able to monitor compliance with the reclamation plan, the final contour map 
should be changed so that the exist_ing contours tie in to the proposed final contours. More 
specifica1ly, most of the final contours in the northern 1/3 of the site map do not tie to the 
existing contours. Further, the final reclamation map shows grading off site aJong the 
northern boundary. The reclamation plan should be augmented to explain this discrepancy. 

County of Inyo Response June 8, 1998 
l. County Staff concurs. The stockpiles, waste piles, and current areas of revegetation 

need to be shown on the maps. A Condition of Approval will require these maps to be 
forthcoming within one year ofapproval. A final contour map will also be required 
within one year. 

Office of Mine Redamation Comment Mav 26, 1998 
2. Top soil was not salvaged when this site was mine originally. Based on our field 

observations, the pumice deposit is overlain by a thick layer of gray•brown soil that is not 
currently being salvaged. We recommend a two-phased soil salvage program: 

a. Salvage and stockpile the upper six to eight inches of soil (growth media) with 
vegetation, and 

b. Salvage and stockpile the remaining brown soil ( subsoil). 

Topsoil contains seed and beneficial microorganisms that will greatly enhance the revegetation effort. 
The brown subsoil should be stockpiled separately from the growth media. The stockpiles should be 
identjfied on plan maps and flagged in the field to prevent their inadvertent removal. These stockpiles 
will require mulching to control erosion by the winds. 

County oflnyo Response June 1, 1998 
2. County Staff concurs. Topsoil has not been salvaged in the past. Part of the problem 

is that using the brown subsoil would require additional disturbance. The growth 
media on the new disturbance shall be salvaged. Any material that can be used as soil 
sbould be used to promote revegetation and dust control. 

Offic:e of Mine Reclamation Comment May 261 1998 
3. Decompaction and substrate preparation will be necessary to achieve revegetation success and 

to blend the site with surrounding terrain. The final soil surface should be left in a roughened 
condition. 

• As discussed in the field, final grading should create terrain similar to that of adjacent 
undisturbed areas. 

Paci.lie Custom s 
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• Compacted areas of the site should be ripped to a depth of two to three feet prior to being 
graded. 

• Spread whit~colored fines over the site, followed by the brown subsoil. The brown 
subsoij should not be ripped or blended with the substrate. It will mask the white pumice 
and visuaJly blend the color of the substrate with surrounding material. 

• Apply stockpiled topsoil to the surface of the brown subsoil. 

• A straw or rock mulch can be used to control erosion. If rock us used, it should be 
approximate the amount of rock cover observed in the expansion area. Oversized material 
at the site can be used for mulch or crushed to achieve a coarse gravel (2" to 3"). Straw 
can be appHed at 1000, to 2000 pounds per acre and punched into the substrate. 

County oflnyo Response June 1, 1998 
3. County Staff Concurs. The statements listed above will be used as conditions of 

approval for this Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit. Mining needs to be 
tied to reclamation on this site. From 1993 to 1998 no reclamation has been 
accomplished. They were required to reclaim 2 acres per year. Contouring has been 
done but revegetation has not occurred. This site will require exceptional effort to 
accomplish revegetation. 

Office of Mine Redamation Comment May 26, 1998 
4. Soil saJvaged from the expansion area could be used to resoil the entire site to a depth of two 

inches. Alternatively, soil can be reapplied to a depth of six inches to 25 acres of the site. 
Brown subsoil can be amended to approximate native topsoil. Soil amendment should be 
based on the results of soil tests. Since native plants will be used, it will be important to 
compare the subsoil to undisturbed native soil. 

County of Inyo Response June 12 1998 
4. County Staff concurs. There might be a little extra soil or subsoil available that could 

be used to help resoil the entire area. However, soil amendment will be needed to 
establish vegetation on the entire site. The brown subsoil if it can be used needs to be 
tested as well as the fines that will need to be used as soil on this site. 

Office of Mine Redam.ation Comment May 26. 1998 
5. The 1993 reclamation plan proposed to allow the site to revegetate naturally while the 1998 

proposes to seed the site. Based on our field observations, naturaJ revegetation is not a viable 
alternative for this site. Although some species have reestablished in disturbed areas of the 
mine, the rate of establishment is low. Natural revegetation cou]d take 20 or more years to 
satisfy revegetation performance standards. 

Seed should be applied to the entire disturbed area, including the 11 acres that were seeded 
previously. The seed mix included in the 1998 plan contains a diversity of species suitable for 
site revegetation. Red brome (Bromus rubens) should be removed from the mix. It is not 
native and is invasive. Desert senna (Senna armata) and for-winged saltbush (Atriplex 
canescens) were not observed during our visit. These species should be removed from the 
seed mix if they do not occur within the project area. 
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• We recommend that the following species be added to the mix: 

Indian rice-grass 
M9i:,nontea 
Desert trumpet 
Winterfat 
Fremont peppergrass 
Prince's plume 

Achnatherum hymenoides 
Ephedrasp. 
Eriogonum injlatum 
Krascheninnikovia lanata 
Lepidium fremontii 
Stanleya pinnata 

• The following can be used for erosion control: 

·Annual burrobush 
Fiddleneck 

Desert Trumpet 
Desert globe mallow 
Desert p1antain 

Ambrosia acanthicarpa 
Amisnclr.ia intermedial 
Am.sinckia tessellata 
.Eriogonum injlatum 
Sphaeralcea ambigua 
Plantago erecta 

Count\-' of Invo Response June 1. 1998 
5. County Staff concurs. The above suggestions for revegetation seed mix wilt be made 

stated as a conditional of approval. 

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment Mav 26, 1998 
6. The recJamation plan should state the total amount of seed to be applied per acre and list 

application rates for each species. The application rate should be based on pure Hve seed. 
The total seed rate should be approximately 15 to 18 pounds per acre for revegetation. A 
higher application rate is appropriate for erosion control. This infonnation will aJso be 
needed to ca.Jculate seed costs for financial assurances. 

County ofloyo Response June 1, 1998 
6. County Staff Concurs. The conditions of approval shall list a pounds per acre oflive 

seed to be used on this site. The seed cost is essential for calculating financial 
assurances. 

Office of Mine Recl.a.mation Comment Mav 26. 1998 
7. We disagree with the proposal to spread seed by hand during days of moderate wind. It is not 

possible to control seed application under such conditions and much seed will be lost. Seed 
should be applied early in the day before winds commence to ensure uniform distribution. 
Seed can be applied by hand and raked, or drill seeder to incorporate seed into the substrate. 
If straw mulch is used, seed shou)d be applied after straw is punched into the substrate. 

County of Inyo Response June I, 1998 
7. County Staff concurs. Seeding may require several different methods to accomplish 

the revegetation required. We don't know if uniform seed application is necessary. 
However, the idea of hand spreading in a moderate wind is not a good idea. It must 
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also be noted that more than one application of seed may be required to accomplish 
the performance standards. 

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998 
8. The applic.a_nt has set up a test plot at the site. This site has apparently been seeded although 

little vegetation has established. The exception is that numerous pereMial grass seedlings, 
probably Indian rice grass, are growing in this area. We ree-ommend that the test plot be 
modified to test a range of possible soil and seed treatments using salvaged growth media and 
amended subsoil. As stated above, any soil amendments should be based on a soils test. The 
test plot area can be divided into subplots to assess the most successful revegetation 
treatment(s). These treatments could include: 

Resoiling Test Plots 
• CONTROL: subsoil + no seed + rock mulch (= natural revegetation) 
• ROCK: resoil + seed + rock mulch 
• STRAW: resoil +seed+ straw mulch 
• ROCK + ORGANIC: resoil + seed + organic material + rock mulch 
• FERTILIZER: resoil + slow release fertilizer+ seed+ rock mulch 
• FER Tll,IZER + STRAW: res oil + slow release fertilizer+ seed + straw mulch 

Subsoil Test Plots 
• CONTROL: subsoil + no seed + rock mulch 
• ROCK: subsoil + seed + rock mulch 
• STRAW; subsoil+ seed+ straw mulch 
• ROCK+ ORGANIC: subsoil + seed+ organic material + rock mulch 
• FERTILIZER: subsoil+ slow release fertilizer+ seed+ rock mulch 
• FERTILIZER+ STRAW: subsoil+ slow release fertilizer+ seed+ straw mulch 

Countv of Inyo Response June 1, 1998 
8. County Staff concurs. Test plots are a good idea aod need to be done when time and 

resources allow different methods to be tested. However, the twelve suggested test 
plots will give data only for future use. This mine does not have the time to e,i:plore 
the twelve different methods listed in the suggestion above. However, they should try 
several methods that have a definite chance of providing vegetative cover quickly. 
The control plots are not needed because past experience has been shown that doing 
nothing at this site produces nothing. The test plot that has been tried (seeding alone) 
has produced scaot cover. The method of straw mulch plus seed should be tried aod a 
test plot with fertilizer combined with the mulch should be tried. Testing the soil and 
pumice should give the indication what needs to be added to insure proper growth. 
The use oftbe subsoil may help. However, this may call for additional acreage of 
disturbance. The areas where the brown topsoil occurs needs to be identified on the 
maps in relation to the ore body. Extra irrigation sometimes allows weedy species to 
become established. It is felt that this option should be explored to establish 
vegetation on site. 

Office or Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998 
9. We observed evidence of herbivory at the site. It may be necessary to fence the site if grazing 

appears to threaten the revegetation effort. 
P~fficCustom. 8 
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County orlnyo Response June 11 1998 
9. County Staff concurs. Most herbivory that has occurred on this site has been in the 

past There is no evidence that grazing is allowed at the present time. If grazjng is 
allo~ed on surrounding land, a fence will be necessary to protect newly planted 
seedlings. Fencing the site should not be a priority. 

Office or Mine Redamation Comment May 26, 1998 
10. CCR Section 370S(a) requires that the vegetative cover, suitable to end use, be self-sustaining 

and that baseline studies documenting cover, density and species richness be included in the 
reclamation plan. Baseline parameters and revegetation performance standards are not 
provided in the plan. 

Perennial plant cover and density can be obtained in the field or with an aerial photograph. A 
determination of species richness will require field assessment. Performance standards can 
then be stated as a percentage of baseline to be achieved after a specific monitoring period. 
Based on our field observations., undisturbed plant cover ranges from 30% to 500/o. The cover 
value should be verified by the applicant. Perennial species richness is approximately 25 
species(based on biological report). We also recommend that monitoring be by transect or 
similar method. Visual assessment alone can result in biased data. 

County orlnvo Response June 1, 1998 
10. County Staff concurs. Performance standards will be established in the conditions of 

approval. These perfonnance standards will have elements of cover, species riches 
and density. Financial assurances wiII not be released until these performance 
standards are met. 

Office or Mine Reclamation Comment Mav 26, 1998 
11 . In addition to providing technical assistance and review of reclamation plans, the Office of 

Mine Reclamation is authorized to review cost estimates prior to lead agency approval of the 
financial assurance for the reclamation per $MARA Section 2773.1. It is difficult to 
accurately assess cost for revegetation when infonnation relating to the seed application rate 
has not been provided. Other revegetation costs include soil salvage and reapplication, mulch 
application. and fencing or other plant protection. The .financial assurances for revegeta.tion 
should be based on the entire 75 acres of the site. 

County or Inyo Response June 1, 1998 
11. County Staff concurs. When a Conditional Use Permit and or a Reclamation Plan are 

revisited the entire project is revisited. The performance standards and all conditions 
of approval apply to the entire site. SMAR.A regulations requires financial assurances 
be calculated on current disturbance. As disturbance increases, financial assurances 
may increase. This increase will be based on additional disturbance, inflation, and 
reclamation accomplished. Financial assurances will not be released until peiformance 
standards are met. 

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998 
12. Tbe Financial Assurance Guidelines adopted by the State Mining and Geology Board 

recommend tbat when revie,.ving financial assurance estimates, lead agencies should assume a 
"worse case" scenario. Therefore, the estimate should reflect the costs of the lead agency or a 
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third party contractor completing reclamation of the site and not the operator's cons. The 
financial assurance mechanism must include both the lead agency and the Department of 
Conservation as obligees. To Be acceptable it should read: "Inyo County or the Department 
of Conservation". The operator should not be listed as an obligee. Please forv.iard a copy of 
the appro-.:f:d financial assurance mechanism to this office once it has been established with 
your agency. 

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998 
12. County Staff concurs. No comment. 

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES: 
Financial assurances are required to assure enough funds are available to reclrum a mine if the 
operator does not do the reclamation to the standards prescribed by the reclamation plan. These 
funds are not to be used by the operator but by the lead agency or state if the reclamation is not 
accomplished by the operator. Because neither the state nor lead agency can use taxpayer money to 
do the reclamation. It is essential the financial assurances are adequate to meet the requirements of 
SMARA. 

The applicant first calculated financial assurances for this mine at $40,812 .00. Staff suggested a 
recalculation of financial assurances to reflect a more reasonable cost estimate. This has been done 
and has been raised to $82,633 .00. Staffs review of these calculations suggests an adjustment to 
$85,932.00 to reflect a few minor errors in compilation of the totals. The applicant agrees to th.is 
revised number. The applicant hus a performance bond for $30,000.00 posted with the county at the 
present time. An adjustment must be made in this bond amount to bring the totaJ to the required 
$85,932.00. This total shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Department. Said assurances 
shall be made payable to the County of Inyo and the California Department of Conservation (see 
condition No.22). Financial assurances can be adjusted each year at the time of the annual inspection 
to adjust for inflation increased area of disturbance and land reclaimed. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
An Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative Decla.ation were prepared and circulated for this 
project pursuant to the requirements of the California EnvironmentaJ Quality Act (CEQA). To date, 
the only comments received have been the comments from the Office of Mine Reclamation. The 
comment period ended June 26, 1998. 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 
Notice of this public hearing has been published in the Inyo Register and mailed to all property 
owners within 300 feet of the subject propeny. To date, no comments have been received . 

RECOM:MENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve Amended Reclamation Plan # 93-4/ Amended 
Conditional Use Permit 93-5/ Pacific Custom Materials Pumice Mine by taking the following actions: 

A. Based upon the InitiaJ Study and all wdtten and verbal comments received, adopt the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and certify the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act h.ave been satisfied. 
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[E'vidence: In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, an 
Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration of Em,ironmenta/ Impact were prepared 
and circulated for public comment.] 

B. Find the propq~ed amended reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of Chapter 
7. 70 (Mining & Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and State Mining Reclamation Act of 1976. 

C. Find the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat to be greater than the standards set 
by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of the potential loss of oative 
vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code 
requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this project is deemed "operative, vested, or final." 
The potential impact is greater than de minim us standard of section 71 I . 4. Said $1,2 SO. 00 shall be 
paid by the applicant at the time the Notice ofDetemrination is filed by the Planning Department 
( 15 days after the reclamation plan approval). 

[Evidence: The subject property has not been disturbed and contains nafive vegetation and 
wildlife ar documented by the photographic evidence.] 

D. Find the proposed amended Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and the amended Conditional Use Permit 
No. 93-S/ Pacific Custom Materials is consistent with the Open Space -Natural Resources 
designation in the Open Space and Conservation Element of the Inyo County General Plan. 
Further find. based upon substantial evidence in the record, the proposed amendments to the 
Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit have little or no probability to be detrimental to, or 
interfere with, the future adopted General Plan as provided by the State of California's 
Governors Office of Planning and Research in its March 11, 1998 approval of the County's 
request for an e,ct;ension of time to update its General Plan. 

[Evidence: The proposed amendments to the &clamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are 
consistent with the eris ting and proposed General Plan Designation of "Open Space - Natural 
Resources. '1 

E. Approve Amended Reclamation Plan No.93-4/ CUP 93-S /Pacific Custom Material with the 
following conditions of approval: 

CONDmONS OF APPROVAL: 

PrC"·ious Conditions of Appr-oval for RP 93-4 and CUP 9J..5 
1. All conditions of approval for Reclamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit 93-5 are 

still in affect and valid. The following conditions are added to the conditions of approval for 
Reclamation Plan 93-4 and CUP 93-5. 

Ti.mine of Mining and Reclamation 
2. Mining the extension should be done in ten (10) years. Mining shall be completed by August 

1, 2008. Reclamation earthwork is to proceed along with the mining and be completed 
within one year after mining is complete. Vegetation performance standards need to be met 
and wiU be met some time after the initial reclamation efforts take place. The operator may 
obtain an extension by amending the reclamation plan and conditional use permit prior to 
exceeding the 75 acres or 10 year mine life. This extension request must be by making 

Pacifu; Cwtom 11 
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application to the Inyo County Planning Department and paying the necessary fees prior to 
reaching either limit. 

Maps. 
3. Existing tIJ.it.ps are inadequate because they show disturbance off the proposed permitted area. 

Within six months of approvaL the operator shall redraw the maps to show proper contours 
within the permitted areas. The map show1ng current disturbance shall be redrawn to show 
existing stockpiles, and proposed topsoil stockpiles. AJI maps shall be changed to show 
disturbance onJy to the boundary line. 

Mining and Reclamation 
4. Due to the nature of this site and the problem with blowing dust. revegetation efforts must be 

ongoing to the point that vegetation shall b,! established as an intermediate cover of annual 
species to provide a ground cover that will prevent fugitive dust from leaving the site. This 
intermediate cover shall not deter the establishment of native shrubs from growing and in 
meeting the required final performance standards of the reclamation plans. 

5. Revegetation of disturbed lands shall be pursued in a manner that will not allow total 
disturbed acreage to go beyond 54 acres. Mining beyond 54 acres will not be atlow until 
reclamation and revegetation has occurred on matching acreage (acre recwmed for acre 
mi.ned). Performance standards for this revegetation wiJI be one-third the performance 
standards in condition 16. Once this standard is met, additiona.l mining may occur. Financial 
assurances will not be released on the reclaimed land until the standards in condition 16 are 
satisfied. 

Salvage of Growth Media {Topsoil) 
6. The top six inches (6") of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be 

disturbed. This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the active work site until final phase 
reclamation. 

7. After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be re spread to a depth of six inches 
over the recontoured pit. (See condition #JO). It is obvious that not enough topsoil is 
available to cover the existing pit. Mulch will be used on the remainder ofrhe pit. 

Erosion Control 
8. Pit slopes shall be contoured to a minimum of 3: l (H: V). These slopes shall be established 

during times of intermittent operation, when the interim management plan i.s in affect, and 
during final reclamation. 

Earthwork 
9. AJl compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into the roadway 

after scarification. 

Noxious Weed Control 
10. During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds shall be 

controlled on site. 

Pacific Custom 12 
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Removal or Equipment 
11. At the conclusion of mining all equipment, including scrap material, waste, and other mining 

debris shall be removed from site. 

Seed Sources and Mixtures 
12. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. If sufficient seed is not 

available, it may be purchased. A seed mix of plant species in the Mojave Creosote Bush 
Scrub plant community sbaJl be used. Below is the recommended seed mix: 

Scientific Name 

(Larrea tridentata) 
(Hymenoclea Sa/sofa) 
( A triplex hymenelytra) 
(Atriplex canescen.s) 

(Atriplex conferlJfolia) 
(Ephedra nelladensis) 
(KJ'ascheninnikowa JanaJa) 
(Achnatherum hymenaides) 

(Lepidium jremontii) 
(Sphaeralcea ambiqua) 
(Eriogomm, tnjlatum) 
(Plantago insu/aris) 
(Amisnckia intennedial) 

Common Name 

PERENNIALS 

ANNUALS 

Creosote bush 
Cheese bush 
Desert holly 
Four-winged Saltbush 
Shadscale 
Mormon tea 
Winter fat 
Indian rice-grass 

Fremont peppergrass 
Desert mallow 
Desert Trumpet 
Wooly Plantain 
Fiddleneck 

Total pounds live seed per acre 

Pounds of Live Seed 
Pounds/acre 

1 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

26 

This is an extensive list that should allow some fast growth to help with erosion control. 
These native species may only be obtained from seed stock found within fifty miles of the borrow site 
and within the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community. If purchased, the seed shall be 
certified originating fifty miles from the Mine. Reseeding shall take place during the fall. 

Decompaction 
13. Prior to seeding the area to be seeded shall be decompacted to a depth of two feet. This shall 

occur within one week prior to seeding. 

Revegetation Methods 
14. After scarification, the approved seed mix shall be broadcast and then mixed into the top one­

balfinch (½") of the substrate by either raking or dragging a chain across the seedbed. This 
shall be done perpendicular to the slope of the pit. Decompaction and seeding shall be done 
within a week of each other and in late October to mid November. 

Reveeetation Performance Standard 
15. Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete wuil vegetative density reaches 20 

percent (number of plants per unit area) compared to the surrounding undisturbed land. The 
Pacific Cu :.tom 13 
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site shalt have a 50 percent diversity (species richness) of the perennial species compared to 
the surrounding undisturbed land. New perennial species shall be at least two years old 
before considered viable plants. This shaH be verified based upon visual calculations and 
subsWltiated by past photographs of the site including off site photographs of the surrounding 
undisturb~<t. lands. 

Monitonne 
16. From initial seeding, the project shall be monitored until performance standards are met. 

Remedial measures may be implemented any time to insure revegetation success. For the first 
two years, monitoring shall be perl'onned twice a year. 

Remedial Measures 
I 7. ff it appears the site will not meet the performance standard, the applicant shall consult with 

the Planning Department for recommendations on remedial measures. The remedial measures 
listed below shall be considered if reclamation problems are observed during annual 
monitoring: 

a. Mulching and/or fertilizing to supplement gro-..vth media; 
b. Reseeding: 
c. Irrigation: 
d. Planting of appropriate plants and protection of these plants. 
d. If inigation is used the plants must make it on their own for two years. 
e. Analysis of soil for problems; 
f. Measures to reduce pest problems, including fencing individual plants. 

Mulching 
18. A mulch of native vegetative material and straw shall be applied at a rate of 1000 lbs. per acre 

into the seeding program. This mulch shall be crimped into the slope to provide both wind 
and water erosion control and seed holding. This will enhance revegetation. 

Reporting and Annual Inspections 
19. Eacb year the applicant shall file an annual mining report with the State. These reports shall 

be filed until financial assurances are released. Monitoring activities will continue until the 
County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. In accordance with SMARA 
Section 2774 (b). Inyo County as the Lead Agency shall inspect the site and file annual 
inspection reports with the State. 

Reclamation Responsibility Statement 
20. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Inyo County Planning Department 

accepting responsibility for reclaiming lands as per the conditions specific herein. 

Financial Assurances 
21. The total financial assurances required for this operation is $85,932.00. Financial assurances 

shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Department. Said assurances shall be made 
payable to the County of Inyo and the Department of Conservation. 

Financial Assurance Recalculation 
22. Financial assurances shall be recalculated each year in accordance with Section 2773 .1 ( a)(3) 

of SMARA and Inyo County Code. This sh.all occur at the time of annual inspection. 
Paci.fie Custom 14 
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Release of Finan(:ial Assurances 
23. As required reclamation standards are achieved, that portion of financial assurances covering 

the completed activity may be released. The remainder of financial assurances covering 
revegetatiQ.I) and monitoring shall not be released until the revegetation performance standards 
are met. 

Implementation of Reclamation Plan 
24. Once any portion of this Reclamation Plan is implemented by commencing of mining, aH of 

its conditions and limitations shall be operative, and violation of any part shall constitute a 
violation of this reclamation plan and Chapter 7. 70 of Inyo County Code. 

Hold Harmless 
25. The applicant, and operator shall defend, indemnify and bold harmless Inyo County, its 

agents, officers and employees from any claim, action. or proceeding against the County, its 
agents, officers and employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul any approval of the County, 
its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or its legislative body concerning Amended Reclamation 
Plan No. 93-4 Amended Conditional Use Pennit 93-5/ Pacific Custom Material. 

Attachments: Vicinity Map 
Office of Mine Reclamation comments 

Date Reviewers Initials 
Prnioa<,tf'laMer 
Review l'lanne.' 
Planning llin!clor 
Secn,tarv 

Pacific Custom IS 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Tom Hrubik and Rick Petelski, 

Attachment A 

Tom Schaniel <tschaniel@gbuapcd.org> 
Wednesday, August 6, 2025 12:03 PM 
Thomas Hrubik; Petelski Rick 
Grace Weitz; Ann Logan; Luke Eisenhardt; Tori DeHaven; Ryan Smith-Standridge; Taylor, 
Ashley@Waterboards; Steinert, Tiffany@Waterboards; Lindberg, Jeff@ARB; Mooy, 
Cori@ARB; Kim, Christopher@ARB 
Notices of Violation #1023 & #1024, Global Pumice Mine, Olancha, California 
2025-08-06 Cover Letter to Accompany NOVs and Inspection Report - FINALpdf; 
2025-08-06 Global Pumice - NOV #1023 - Dust - Static.pdf; 2025-08-06 Global Pumice -
NOV #1024 - Engine - Static.pdf; 2025-07-30 Global Pumice - Inspection - #2787 -

Static.pdf 

Please find attached a cover letter, that is then accompanied by the two subject Notice of Violations 
{NOV's), as well as the inspection report tram our July 30, 2025 inspection. 

The matters observed on July 30th were significant, especially given the history of the mine to this point, 
and therefore the District expects your immediate attention to these NOV's and the requirements spelled 
out in the cover letter. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me or Grace Weitz, Deputy Air 
Pollution Control Officer far the District. 

Two other brief matters. 

Notice ta Comply {NTC) #2007, that was issued on November 17, 2023, and which addressed breakdown 
requirements, is considered resolved by Tom Hrubik's email of December 22, 2023. 

Second, it seems possible that the issues raised here at the Global Pumice Mine, both for dust control 
and proper permitting of engines, may apply to Southwest Pumice's Makayla mine. We hope to inspect 
that mine in the near future, and should we find similar issues, Notices of Violation for that facility would 
also be issued. We would strongly advise a proactive effort at the Makayla mine to avoid future NOV's. 

Your prompt and thorough attention ta these matters is greatly appreciated. 

Tam Schaniel 
Air Quality Specialist 11 
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
157 Short Street 
Bishop, CA 93514 
(760) 872-8211 ext_ 240 
cell: (760) 937-2458 

1 
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@ 
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

157 Short Sb'eet-, Bishop, California 93514-3537 

August 6, 2025 

TomHrubik 
PO Box 174 
Apple VaJley, CA 92307 
thrubik,~ Qlobc1 lpum ice.com 

Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org 

VIA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED !t-WL ftracki11g no. 7018 3090 0001 0378 7022) 

Dear Mr. Hrubik: 

On July 30, 2025, District staff(myself, Luke Eisenhardt, and Tom Schaniel) conducted an 
inspection of the Global Pumice Mine. The purpose of this inspection was to determine if 
Global Pumice had made any progress toward remedying the five outstanding Notices of 
Violation (NOV) that the District has issued to Global Pumice for failure to comply with the 
conditions of the Permits to Operate #1658-00-13 and #1659-00-13 and Authority to Construct 
# l 659-03-211. 

District Staff was d isappointed and concerned by what we observed during the inspection. Tom 
Schaniel has prepared an inspection repon that summarizes the many permit violations that we 
observed during our inspection. Please refer to this inspection report, which is attached to this 
letter, for a precise de script ion of all the violations. 

The violations observed by staff were so severe and pervasive that we were not able to release 
any of the outstanding NOVs. In fact, staff observed new violations of Global Pumice's permit 
conditions that necessitated the issuance of two more NOVs. Those NOVs are attached to this 
letter. 

The first NOV (number 1023) relates to excessive dust in violation of District rules, permit 
conditions, and the EPA's New Source Performance Standards (NSPS). To put it simply, Global 
Pumice's dust control methods are inadequate to control the processing plant and driving 
surfaces. The processing plant was the most problematic and emissive a.rea of the mine. While 
staff observed spray bars on the processing plant, their placement did not correlate to the drop 
points that were producing the worst dust, and their spray nozzles were not evenly or adequately 
wetting the material. Additionally, while a water truck was present during our inspection, there 
were multiple areas traveled by heavy equipment that were not wet enough to control the dust. 

1 For your references, the o~tstanding NOY numbers are 1010 (issued 6/21/22), 1012 (issued 7/1 1/23), 1015 (issued 
911/23), 1016 (issued 10/18/23), and 1020 (issued 4/30/24). 
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be removed and replaced with a compliant engine. This written plan must also be submitted 
by email on or before August 15, 2025 at 5 pm. 

With these latest NO Vs, Global Pumice's noncompliance with its pennit conditions has 
continued unresolved for over three years. Since June 2022, District staff has inspected the mine 
fourteen times. Like the most recent inspection, prior inspections have at best revealed tiny 
amounts of progress with existing NOVs, and necessitated the issuance of additional NOVs due 
to the discovery of new violations. In short, it appears that Global Pumice is only slipping 
deeper into noncompliance, rather than working to remedy its noncompliance. 

Given Global Pumice's ongoing issues and apparent unwillingness to voluntarily come into 
compliance, District leadership and pennitting staff have deemed Global Pumice to be an 
enforcement priority. Accordingly, over the next two to three months, the District will conduct a 
series of unannounced inspections of the Global Pumice Mine. We sincerely hope that these 
inspections will show progress, or even a cessation of the issues and violations outlined in the 
seven active NOVs. Should that be the case, the District remains willing to resolve these NOVs 
via a settlement agreement. Global Pumice should also work to communicate with the District 
proactively and often to document the steps being taken to remedy their ongoing violations 
because your communication (or lack thereof) with the District has been a factor in past NOVs. 

However, should these inspections continue to reveal noncompliance and/or new violations of 
permit conditions, the District will seek an order of abatement in front of the District Hearing 
Board pursuant to Cal. Health & Safety Code section 42450, et seq. A proceeding for an order 
of abatement will involve a formal, noticed hearing in front of the Hearing Board. At this 
hearing, the District will seek an injunction restraining Global Pumice from operating in 
violation of its permit conditions, District Rules, or state/federal law or regulations concerning 
emissions. Should Global Pumice ignore or violate the injunction by resuming operations prior 
to implementing appropriate control measures, the District will bring a lawsuit to enforce the 
injwiction in the Inyo County Superior Court. 

Finally, staff would like to remind Global Pumice of its breakdown notification obligations. 
Whenever key dust control equipment-such as spray bars or the water truck-breaks down, 
Global Pumice is obligated to infonn the District within one hour of the breakdown. A 
breakdown also includes a situation where Global Pumice must cease operations because wind 
conditions make it impossible for staff to control dust emissions. 

We look forward to seeing Global Pumice's progress toward compliance with its permit 
conditions and with the District rules and regulations. 

Sincerely, 

kwar 
Grace Weitz 
Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer 
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157ShortStreet, Bishop, California 93514-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org 

NOTICE OF VIOlATION 
I. General lnfonnatfon I Ng I 1023 
Owner or Operator Name: Global Pumice, LLC 

Premises or Operations Location: Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Flat Road 

Contact: Tom Hrubik I Title: President I Phone N!: (760) 559-3lB0 

Mailing Address; P.O. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Email: thrubik@globalpumice.com j GBUAPCD Permit#: ATC 1659-03-21, PTO 1659-00-13 

II. Violation 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT A VIOLATION OF STATE OR FEDERAL CODES, AND/OR OF GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR 
POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT RULES ANO REGULATIONS HAS OCCURRED. 

List of Code Sections, Rules or Regulations Violated: 

District Rule 400 • Rlngelmann Chart; 4D CFR 60, NSPS, Subpart 000- Standards for Performance for Nonmetalllc 
Minel"III Processing Plants; District Rule 200 - Pennils Required; and ATC 1659-03-21, Conditions 5, 8, 9, and 14 

SUCH VIOLA TION(S) M<\ Y BE PUNISHED AS MISDEMEANORS PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND SAFElY CODE SECTION 
424-00, OR CIVIL PENALTIES MAY BE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEAL 11-t AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 42402 

Description of Violation: 

During a scheduled Inspection of the site, the plant had emissions of approximately 50% average opacity for a five 
minute Visible Emissions Evaluation (VEE) and a discharge of emissions over 20% for a period aggrogating more 
than three minutes In one hour. Spray bars were operational, but were ineffective, apparently because of inadequate 
number, placement and quality of spray. A non11ermitted piece of equipment (PowerScreen Chieftan 2200) was on 
site and mine staff indicated it had been in use when the second screen in the plant was down for repair. This piece 
of equipment did not have any PERP placards, and the District was not notified of its use. Heavy equipment 
transporting fines produced dust in its wake that appeared to be in excess of 20% opacity when t,ansporting fines 
to {he fines pile because of Inadequate watering of the area it was working in on top of the fines pile. Review of VEE 
reports from mine staff indicated emissions from the fines pile on July 28th and 29th averaged approximately 30% 
opacity over a 6 minute VEE and a discharge of emissions of 20% or more for a period aggregating more than three 
minutes in one hour. 

THE ABOVE VIOLATION MUST BE CORRECTED BY THE FOLLOWING DATE:_ Immediately . PLEASE RESPOND TO THE 
DISTRICT IN WRITING WITH A FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO END THE STATE OF VIOLATION ANO 
PREVENT ITS RECURRENCE. YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER LEGAL ACTION. 

Ill. Conditions 

Dam Violation Obse111ed: July 30, 2025 I Location(s) of Observer: Onsite 

Wind Speed (mph): 4-8 Direction: N I Temperature: 87 °F I Cloud Cover: Clear I Precip: None 

Source Actively Emitting at time of Observation: [Z]ves 0No I VEE Conducted: [Z]ves O~es. a~ VEE Fo~ 

IV. Notification 7 ......._~) ./// 
Notice Issued By: Tom Schaniel I Signatur,! I (r./\ .. _ ~ ___/ 

Dam Issued: August 6, 2025 j 1ssued Via: 0 Hand Delivered IZ]Email [Z]certified Marj Cert#: 1;11,ll90 0001 03rervn 

L 
NOV Form: Revisqd 5/ 2021 
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED Am POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION 
I. General Information I Ng I 1024 
O\.wler or Operalor Name: Global Pumice, LLC 

Premises or Operations location: Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Flat Road 

Contact: Tom Hrubik I Title: President I Phone Ne: (760) 559-3280 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Email: thrubik@globalpumice.com I GBUAPCD Permit#: PTO 1658-00-13 & ATC 1659-03-21 

II. Violation 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT A VIOLATION OF STATE OR FEDERAL CODES, AND/OR OF GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR 
POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS HAS OCCURRED. 

Lisi of Code Sections, Rules or Regulations ViolalBd: 

District Rule 200 - Permits Ra quired; 17 CCR, Section 93115.7 • Air Toxic Control Measures (ATCM) for Stationary Cl 
Engines; PTO 1658-00-13, Condition 3 • Compliance, and ATC 1659-03-21, Condition 16 • Portable Equipment 

SUCH VIOLA TION(S) MAY BE PUNISHED AS MISDEMEANORS PURSUJWT TO CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 
42400, OR CIVIL PENALTIES MAY BE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 42402 

Description of Viola~on: 

During a scheduled inspection of the site, an unpermitted and noncompliant engine was used 
to power the site. The engine providing onsite power was not the engine on permit 1658-00-13, 
which is the only engine permitted at the facility. GBUAPCD has not been pro-actively notified 
about the use of any engine (including a PERP engine) that is not on the permit. The GenSel 
had a PERP placard, but that placard was unreadable for the PERP number and expiration date, 
and therefore status of PERP registration was unverifiable. Based upon the EPA family name on 
the 2014 Caterpillar Engine model C7.1 (DPKXL7.01BL1), the engine is a California Tier 3 
engine, but a Tier 4 engine is required for Prime Engines not otherwise already pennitted at a 
stationary source in California 

THE ABOVE VIOLATION MUST BE CORRECTED BY THE FOLLOWING DATE: 8/1512025 . PLEASE RESPOND TO THE 
DISTRICT IN WRJTING WITH A FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO END THE STATE OF VIOLATION AND 
PREVENT ITS RECURRENCE. YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER LEGAL ACTION. 

III. Conditions 

Date Violation Observed: July 30, 2025 I Location(s) of Obser'oler: On•ite 

Wind Speed (mph): 4-8 Direction: N I Temperature: 87 °F I Cloud Cover; Clear I P~ None 

Source Actively Emitting at time of Observation: [ ]Yes !ZINo I VEE Conducted: Ov~ [ll~z@Yes, att?..91 VEE F2'f_ 

rv. Notification ( ~ '1/ / , 

j Signaluo/-
-

I ~
~ L,/ 

Nofice Issued By: Tom Schaniel 
~ - C ,, 

Date Issued: August 6, 2025 I issued Via: 0Hand Delivered [l]Emall ({]certified Mai I Cert#: 101uot0ooa1 om1022 

NOV form: Revis..d 5/.2021 
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Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514--3537 "'1'-1,W.gbuapcd.org 

Tel: 760-872-821 1 Fax: 760-872-6109 info@gbuopcd.org 

Inspection Report Page# 1 of6 Ng I 
Company Name: Global Pumice, LLC 
Mailing Address: P .0 . Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Facility Location: Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Flat Road, 0lanctia, CA 93522 

I. General lnfonnatton 

2787 

Sources Inspected: P , M" 
umIce me 

Pennit N2: PTO 1659-00-13 and ATC 1659--03-21 

Process Rate: 

County: Inyo 

Facility Contact: Tom Hrubik Title: President 

Contact Email: thrubik@globalpumice.com Phone N!!: (760) 559-3280 

Reason for Inspection: General Inspection on Current Conditions and Status of Resolving Outstanding NOV's 

II. Pre-Inspection 
Prior Notice: [{]Yes O No I Wind Speed/Direction: N mph/ +a I Temperature: 87 °F I Precipitation: None 

Operating Slatus:[{}Normal []Abnormal Comments: Operating for Most of our Inspection 
Control Status: [Z}Normal □Abnormal Comments: Sprayers were operable, but not fully effective 

Ill. Inspection 
All sources in compliance with: 

Visible Emission Regulations: □Yes l.{JNo ONIA Sampling/Testing Requirements: Qf es I JNo IZJNtA 
Recore/keeping Requirements: [ZJYes D o O N/A Pel'!Tlil Conditions: Q es [alo D IA 

IV. DiseussionJRecommended Action 

This inspection was conducted by Tom Schaniel. Luke Eisenhardt and Grace Weitz. We first 
noted some dust rising vertically from the site around 9:55 a.m. from about 13 miles away from 
the site while traveling on US 395 Southbound. The amount of dust, while visible from a long 
distance, was still significantly less than previous observed plume of dusts that are wind-driven, 
often from a south wind. 

As we turned on Cactus Flats Road at approximately 10:05 a.m. we encountered David Hart of 
the Global Pumice Mine. David said he was waiting for a truck that was running late, but that he 
would lead us up to the mine. 

The non-paved portions of Cactus Flats Road, once we were past the Haiwee Dam 
construction site, were fairly dusty from vehicular traffic at 20 mph, as was the access road to 
the mine with vehicular traffic at 15 mph. Wetting of roads was not evident until were in the 
actual mine site, and was sporadic at best on i,ite. We arrived at the mine at approximately 
10:20 a.m. 

We discussed with David that we would like to see the plant (which was running), then see the 
genset, then look at the fines pile. David stayed with us as we conducted the inspection. 

Inspector: Tom Schaniel, Luke Eisenhardt & Grace Weitz Dale: July 30, 2025 

Received by: Reinspection: 

Lrupcctloa Fon:n: Reviud l/2020 
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Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 www.gbuopcd.org 

Tel: 760-872-8211 Fax: 760-872-6109 info@gbuopcd.org 

Inspection Report Page# 3 of 6 Ne j 
Company Name: Global Pumice, LLC 

Address: P.O. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Facility Location: Globaf Pumice Mine, Cactus Flat Road, Olancha, CA 93522 

ft/. Discussion/Recommended Acllon (Continued) 

2787 

Tom discussed current watering operations and plans with David. He indicated they had 2 trucks 
early in the season, but that one truck had a mechanical failure 3 to 4 weeks ago, and was being 
worked on by their staff as time allowed at another location. They were still getting water from the 
same place they have for years, and they have still been pursuing efforts to get water from a closer 
farmer or from DWP's Haiwee site, but neither of those have been successful so far. He has also 
heard talk of trying to establish a well, but there are concerns that a well is even viable on the 
property. 

Tom discussed current fines management with David. Global Pumice have had multiple trucks of 
fines going out on most days, but they do not at this moment have an order for fines. When fines are 
going out, they take first from fines that the plant is currently producing, and then from some fines 
stockpiles that are on top of the la~er fines pile. Since they have no current orders, fines are being 
transported to the large fines pile, and being pushed over the south edge of the pile, expanding the 
footprint of the large fines pile to the south. The fines pile seems to be similar in size to previous 
visits, though a bit reconfigured. 

We the traveled up onto the fines pile. Tom rode with David, and Grace and Luke drove separately. 
The top of the fines pile appeared to be significantly reconfigured from previous inspections, with a 
loop road on the fines pile providing much better access for watering trucks, and potentially putting 
all the fines in reach of a watering truck. The south edge had multiple loads pushed over the edge 
by a loader. Actual placement of fines was done with acceptable levels of dust, with more dust 
coming from the movement of the loader on the fines pile. The loop road was well wetted. but the 
area from the loop road to the south edge where fines were being pushed over the edge was not 
wetted, and, as mentioned, emissive to traffic. It seems llkely that wind would make the newly 
placed fines and the travel path to it emissive if not wetted. David requested the water truck to wet 
this area. 

After viewing the fines pile, we met with Eddy. who was operating the loader that was moving 
unprocessed product to the plant. Eddy was the trained VEE Global Pumice employee who 
regularly took VEE readings and prepared the report .. Eddy had a binder with multiple Items he was 
tracking, which included VEE. Eddy only had VEE reports for the last 2 days, but indicated that 
other days were on site, and they were willing to provide. Eddy was conducting two 6 minute VEE 
reports per day. His two for the plant showed virtually no emissions for an idle plant. His two for the 
fines pile showed emissions ranging from 10% to 60% and both had averages near 30% and both 
reports showed the fines pile had a discharge of emissions of 20% or more for a period aggregating 
more than three minutes in one hour. Opacities this high, based upon the requirements of Condition 
14 - Visible Emissions Evaluations and Method 9 Certification from ATC 1659-03-21 would require 
immediate corrective action, of which none was noted. 

lastly we traveled to the west of lhe mine site, to take some pictures of the fines pile, particularly the 
western slope. 

JnspectiDn Form: Revised 1/2020 
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Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
157 Short Street. Bishop, California 93514~3537 www.gbuapcd.org 

Tel: 760-872-821 1 Fax: 760-872~109 info@gbuopcd.urg 

Inspection Report Page# 5 of 6 Ng 2787 
Company Name: Global Pumice, LLC 

Address: P.O. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Facility Location: Global Pumice Mine. Cactus Flat Road, Olancha, CA 93522 

V. Photographs 

Grace Weitz ofGBUAPCD, David 
Hart of Global Pumice, an Tom 

Schaniel ofGBUAPCD observe plant 
and emissions 

.. ;) . 
, .. -" 
.• ~~ i~:: _:jf~ ~ 

.. , 

W atcr truck arriving on site after filli ng 
with water at remote location. 

Inspection Form: Revised 1/2."l!O 

Loader putting ore in hopper. Dust 
emissions are mostly from plant. 

PowerScreen 2200 Chieftan Screen. 
Not part of permitted equipment. 



March 24, 1994 

Mr. Leonard Hobbs 
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COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878.0263 FAX (619) 872-2712 

Peter Chamberlin, Di.rector of Plan.ai.ag 

Director of T echnicaJ Services 
Pacific Lightweight Products Company 
715 North Central Avenue 
Suite #101 
Glendale, Ca. 91203 

RE: 
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

CONDffiONAL USE PERMIT # 93-S / PACIFIC LIGH'IWEIGHT 
PRODUCTS 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

On March 23, 1994 the Inyo County Planning Commission held a public hearing to 
consider your Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit Application (RP #93-4 and 
CUP#93-S). the reclamation plan covers property located in Inyo County approximately 
two miles south of the community ofOJancha, and five and half m.i]es east on Cactus 
Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains in 
southern Inyo County [Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections l and 12, M.D,M. & 
M.]. The property consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). 
The project is a. Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit pwnice mine. 
The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use Pennit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator 
has ex:ceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The applicant 
wishes to increase the area of disturbance to SOA acre5o. All the disturbed land is 
Zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum). 

9 
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The mined pumice is crushed, screened and then transported to the Newhall area in 
Southern California for further processing. The pumice removed from the site will be 
used in producing lightweight concrete. 

At that meeting, the Commission adopted the Negative Declaration of Environmental 
Impact thus certifying the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act had been 
satisfied. The Commission also found that both the reclamation plan and conditional use 
permit confonns and meets the requirements ofinyo County Code and SMARA. 

The Commission further approved Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Penn.it 
#93-S subject conditions listed below: 

CONDffiONALUSEPERMITCONDffiONSOFAPPROVAL: 

I. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall requ..ire the 
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Pennit by 
Inyo County Planning Department. 

2. This reclamation plan and conditional use pennit shall become void uni~ the use is 
established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the 
Planning Commission. 

3. Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Board emissions 
requirements as outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin. 

4. Upon approval, two acres per year shall be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation 
plan. The first years acreage shall be divided into two one acre segments. One segment 
shall let naturaJ vegetation take over while the second segment Jhal.l be reseeded with 
the appropriate seeds to give 80% of the surrounding plant density and 80% species 
diversity. A1 the time of this planting a good watering shall be conducted on both plots. 
This shall be done at the appropriate time of the year. This site shall be monitored 
every six months to insure success. At the same time provisions shall be installed to 
discourage noxious weeds from gaining a foothold on the site. 

5. If nmdous weeds appear, immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such 
plants. This may consist of any method deemed appropriate that does not affect the 
desired plants. 

6. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because 
of the potential loss of native vegetation and 'Wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment ofSl,250.00 fee before this 
project becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact is greater thaa "'de 
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minimus" standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling 
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the 
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and cortditional use pennit 
approvaJ) 

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Permit #93-5, the applicant shall 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and 
employees to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory 
agencies, its appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Conditional Use Permit #93-
5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense. 

8. Development shall be in substantial confonnance with the submitted application 

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDffiONS OF APP.ROY AL: 

1. My expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the application and ac.companymg plans (50.4 acres) shall require tbe 
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Pennit by 
Inyo County Planning Department. 

2. This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall become void unless the use 
is established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the 
PJanning Commissio11. 

J. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall occur 
to the extent that is indicated by the one acre test plots conducted the first year of 
reclamation. One will be reseeded the other will not. The viability of these two plots 
will dictate the planting on the remainder of the site. It is understood that the reseeded 
plot should have better performance than the unseeded plot, however, criteria should be 
obtained to show the whether the value of reseeding is substantially better than natural 
reseeding. Maybe less reseeding is neces.,ary. 

4. Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity in phased reclamation 
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for 
revegetation, and a reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the 
revegetation. Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of 
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches 60% of 
the undisturbed ground. 

5. The seed mix shall be of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area. 

6. Concurrent reclamation will be perfonned by the operator to reclaim the areas 
disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by previous mining management practices. If 
the operations intrude into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour 

11 



Attachment A 

Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the reclamation plan, a new appraisal of 
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation .. 

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will shape the land so 
that it is consistent witb. tb.e prudent watersb.ed principals. Due to lack of soils, the 
arid climate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and erosion control is not 
anticipated to be a problem. All elCisting drainage courses snail be left open and all 
grading wilt maintain the drainage of the area All pre-mining drainage courses will 
be restored witrun three months of closure and such reclamation shaJI not promote 
accelerated soil erosion. 

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in 
the area of operations. 

9. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris shall be 
removed from the site within three months of closure. 

10. Financial assurances in the sum ofSJ0,000.00 in the fonn of a surety bond, 
irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or certificate of deposit shall be posted with the Inyo 
County Planning Department. Said financial assurances shall be made payable to the 
County of Inyo and the California Director of Conservation. 

11 . The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Plaruung Department 
accepting responsibility for reclaiming the lands as per the conditions specified herein 
prior to any additionaJ mining or exploration activities commencing. 

12. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is comidered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because 
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse. Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment ofSl,250.00 fee before this 
project becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact is greater than "de 
minimus" standard of section 711.4. Said Sl,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling 
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the 
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit 
approval) 

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's compliance with the 
conditions listed above shall be evaJuated every ~ar. as required by section 2774(b) of 
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shaJI also 
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time. 

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend, 
indemnify and hold hannless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and employees 
to attack. set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its 
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appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County 
resecves the right to prepare its own defense. 

IS. Development snail be in substantial conformance with the submitted application. 

Failure to comply with the conditions stated above will result in the current use being in 
violation of Chapter 18. 76 of the Inyo County Code. 

Concerning Condition# 10 (RP) which requires financial assurances in the amount of 
$30,000.00, please advise this Department as to the type of financial assurances you will 
be acquiring so we may send you the appropriate fonns. 

In regards to Condition #11 (RP) which requires a notarized statement to be submitted by 
the applicant to the Planning Depanment accepting responsibility for reclaiming the mine 
site, we have enclosed a statement we wish to have signed and notarized by the applicant. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact this office. 

Sincerely, 

Attachment: Responsibility Statement Form 

cc: BLM (Ridgecren) 

CEK/cek 

Paul Payne (5th District Supervisor) 
Denyse Racine (Fish & Game-Bishop) 

13 



Inyo County PIW!ing ~ 
P.O. Drawer "V' 
Independence, C.. 93526 

RE: 

Attachment A 

RECLAMAnoN PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDfflONAL USE PEHMIT # 93-5 I PAC!li'IC UGHTWEIGHT 

PRODUCTS 

In accordam:e with cooditions placed on RAlclamation Plan #93•4 issued to Pacific 
Lightweight Products by the Inyo County Planning C0"1roission on March 23, 1994 and as 
stated in the Notice of Decision dated Man::h 24, 1994, we agr-ee to accept the 
responsibility for reclaiming the mined lands as st,t<d therein. 

Sincerely, 

NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
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COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNlliG DEPART~NT 

• P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712 

Peter Chamberlin. Director of Plaaning 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

DATE: MARCH 23, 1994 

RE: 
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 I PACDlC LlGHlWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

CONDfflONAL USE PERMIT # 93-S / PACIFIC LIGH'IWEIGBT 
PRODUCTS 

Application: 

Applicant: 
Location: 

A.P.N. 
Zoning: 
General 
Plan·: 
Site Siu: 

Pr-opoaJ: 

Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Lightweight Products 
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products 
Pacific Lightweight Products 
The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately 
two miles south of' the community of Olancba, llDd five and half 
miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat 

area within the Coso Range Mountains in southern Inyo County 
[Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections l and 12, MD B. 
& M.]. 
38-200-01 
0~ (Open Space - 4-0 acres minimum) 

OP (Park Recreational - 40 acres or as designated) 
The property consists of' a 640 acre parcel owned by 
the Ely Trust of' which 320 acres has been leased to Lightweight 
Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). 
The operator has exceeded the prevt-:-usly approved 20 acres 
of surface disturbance. The applicant w;shes to increase the 
area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major amendment 
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to a previousiy approved Conditional Use Permit. the applicant 
has filed applications for both Conditional Use Permit (the mine is 
on private lands) as required by the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance 
and a Reclamation Plan as required by California Surface Mining 
and Reclamation Act (SMARA} and County Ordinance. 
Therefore, this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products 
to comply with the requirements of the County Zoning Ordinance 
and SMARA in regards to reclarnation of existing mining 
operations 

:PROJECT L0CA TIONr: . ~ ~ - . .:. ~ . , .. 

The subject property .is located in Inyo County approximately two miles south of the 
community ofOlancha, and five and half miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper 
Centennial Flat area within the Caso Range Mountains in southern Inyo County 
[Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections 1 and 12, M.D,M. & M]. The property 
consists of a 640 aae parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased 
to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). Access to the site is 
by aa unpa.wd, County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (County I. D. 
#5024). See attached Vicinity Map. The nearest developed area to the site is a ranch 
operation approximately two miles northwest of the pit area. 

PROJicrJi"tSCRIPTIONf, 
.-......._...... - ..... _l.p- ___ _ ..... 

The proposed projeet is a Reclamation Plan application for aa existing open pit pumice 
mine. The pumice mine bas an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The 
operator bu exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface distwtance. The 
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major 
amendment to a previously approved ConditioDll Use Permit, the applicant 1w filed 
applicatiom for both Condiooual Use Permit (the mina is on private lands) as required by 
the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance and a Reclamation Pia.a as required by California 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Ordinance. Therefore. 
this project is a request; by Pacific Ligbtwcigbt Products to comply with the 
requirements of the County Mining Ordinance and SMAR.A in regards to reelamation of 
existing mining operations. All the distwbed land is Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40 
acres minimum). 

The mined pwnice is crushed. screened and then transported to the Newball area in 
Sou.them California for further processing. The pumice removed from the site will be 
used in producing lightweight concrete. 

The pumice is loosened by buUdozer. A front-end loader picks up the mataial and 
transports it to the processing plant. The processing plan& is set up near the center of 
the deposit for ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front-end loader 
deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then returns to the quarry. However, 
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instead of going back empty, the loader picks up processed pumice and transports it to 
on-site stockpiles before returning to the quarry. There are three stockpile areas 
located around the site. The applicant stated this is the reason for the expansion over the 
original 20 acres. permitted in 1985. 

Upon approval. the siz.e of the mined area Mil be reduced in size at the rate of a minimum 
of two acres per year. This 'Will be done by reclamation processes. See the attached 
colored contour map. 

An estimated 20,000 tons of pumice are currently being e,ctrac;ted per year at a maximum 
capacity of 30,000 tons per year may be achieved. At the current volume of extraction, 
the life of the mine operation has been ca!cuJe.ted to end in 2003. 

No waste material is generated by the mining process. 

The mining operation employees a four person mining opera.lion aew working eight 
hows per day. These employees work five days per week and commute to the mining site 
from various communities and sWTOUnding ruraJ areas. 

There is no water supply at the site. The water used for dust suppression on the haul 
roads and operations area is transported in truck and tanker from Hai.wee Reservoir. No 
water is utilized at the site for the extraction process. Potable water is purchased by 
Pacific Lightweight for their employees. 

The sanitary &cilities on the site are portable toilets. 

The mining operation utilizes mobile equipment. This equipment consists of: tracked 
D9N bulJdour, Front end loader, a waier- lruck_ a bobcat loader. a portable welder, four 
saeem, a fiftea bell COII.Ye)"Or system. a rode CNSbcr" and a truck scale. Water and 
fud are trucm:1 to the site. Equipmmt is refueled mi hlbricated as needed by a mobile 
service truclc. No hazardous contaminants are released from the mobile service 
vehicle. 

No additional road construction is required beyond maintenance of the existing roads. 

SITE l>~CRIPTION:1 
- -- .... - ~ - -

Access is by an established. truck route off Cactus Flat Road. The applicant has stated that 
there are no known endangered, threatened or sensitive wgctation on or around the 
project site. The California Depanment of Fish and Game wrote a letter (attached) 
voicing their conQmlS over various fJora/fauna spec:iea 10 wit; Russian Thistle, Mojave 
GroUDd Squiml. Desert Tortoise and Ripley's Cymopterous. These concerm have been 
adequately addressed within the body of this Stdl'Repon. The Planning Department 
referenced the State of California Department offish and Game Natura! Diversity 
Databue. • 
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The generaJ geology is granite and metamorphic r0<:ks which are overlain by aJluviaJ 
gTavels, tuffs. lake bed sediments. and andesitic and basaltic lava nows. The latter is 
referred to as the Coso Fomiation. 

The pum.ice deposits are in tuffs and are v.--ell exposed in some places. The occurrences 
east ofHaiwce Reservoir are considered for the most part to represent rhyolitic 
pyroc:f!Slic: tlows and to a lesser degree water reworked pumice of tbe same 
composition. They are correlated within a very narrow range .in the upper part of the late 
Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and unique period of explosive volcanic 
activity in the Coso region which appears to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +l-
o. 20 million years ago. 

The onJy rock being mined at the site is pumice. It is a warerlain deposit from five to 
forty feet deep that dips six degrees to the west. The moisture content ofrhe "in situ'1 

pumice varies between eight to twelve percent The consolidation is 5UCh that it will 
excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in verticaJ faces. rn most ofihe 
area. the pumice is on the surface 'Nith zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds 
are e,cposed on the property to interfere with mining. 

~)JS_l;l~g1Vl1'1ES SURROUNDING PROJECI' SITE: 

The surrotmding land uses are as follows: 

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres 
minimum). 

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoaed OS-40 (Open space • 40 acres 
minimum). 

East; Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres 
mininwm). 

West: Vacant BLM Larufs. Zoned OS-40 (Open space -40 a<ns 
minimum). 

REci'.AMATION;PLAN/CONDmONAL USE PERMIT: . - ,.- r.,......._,.,,,_ ·•• •••' 

The project before the Planning Commi"ion consists of a. Reclamation Plan submitted to 
amend a previously approved Conditional Use Pemut with reclamation conditions 
(C.U.P. #8S•l). 

The Reclamarion Plan, as submitted. calls for the removal of all equipment from the site, 
As the equipment utilized at the site is mobile, It will be removed from the site at the time 
of closure. 
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Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scales will be broken up and buried 
on the site. 

All of the ~ and haul roads: are to be contoured to blend in with the natural terrain, 
ripped or scarmed, All open pl.ts and piles of ore and any waste material existing at the 
time of eJo,ure •hall be leveled to «>Ofonn, " much u posmole, with the existing 
terrain. The ovmll eJfee< wiU be that or rounded lll!dulam,g mouods !bat will blood in 
with the ,urrounding landscape. AfrJ cut slopes will be eithu benched or sloped to blend 
in ¥;11th the existing co11tow:s of the Jands {as shown on the maps submitted with the 
application). 

Based upon the tong history of the continued mining at the site a.ad the large ore 
reserves, it appears that ooJy a major economic event wouki mu.It in the mining activity 
being discontinued and abandoned (year 2003 estimated completion date). This may 
result in a difficult determination as to when the mining activit), ceases and when the 
recla.mation plan is to be implemented. 

During the put seven years it was found that revegetation occurs nawn1ly in the areas of 
inactivity. 

The final mine closure will include the followmg site reclamation activities: 

I. R,-ti•• occurs naru,aUy in.,... of inaelMty. To suppi-nt narural 
~ a seed mix of Dative sp,des will be pl.a,tt,d. 

:2. tf any stockpiles remain at the time of closurt they shall be reconto~ in 
accordance with the nnal contour map attached to the reclaination plan. Coarse 
•811"'11"" will be laid down over tho 6- size$ 10 reduco dust. The area will !lien be 
seeded will! native species to eantml du,t. 

3. Upoo eompletioa of mining. or after one yoar ori111ctMty in a phased reclamation 
area. the area distwbed by Pacilio Llshr,wigbt Produ<ts will be reviewed for 
rovegetation (natural). Ifnarural vegetation is not workmg reseeding will take place 
with the nAb.U'a.l seed of the area. Success shall be:aehieved when the plant density of 
native p1- readies 25% of the density or planrs oo lhe undisturned ground. 

4. The diversity oflhe plant cover shall be considered successful if W/4 of the native 
species in the area have been reestablished on the site. 

5. Control of tlOlUO"' weeds shaU be maintain<d until native species have gained 
eamrol Weeds can be eontroUed by ,ny appropriate method. 

6. The two aeru per yoer reclamation r,qu....- (conautent reclamation) ,hall be 
considered u test plots. lfreveptation is cot ocoirrlng al an acceptable rate. then other 
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methods of reseeding shall take place. Acceptable rate shall be defined as reaching the 
standards to release the bonding on each two acre plot in two years. 

7. Each 2 acre plot shall be used as a basis of detennining reclamation methods used on 
next plot. 

8. Water may be applied as a dust control method. however plants muit be able to 
sustain themselves for one year after the last application of water. 

9. Reclamation shall reestablish pre-mining drainage. 

10. Mine personnel shall be advised that desert tortoises are fully protected by state and 
federal law, and may not be taken, harmed or harassed at any time. Jf a tortoise is 
found on the project site, all operations in the vicinity should cease, and either the 
Department offish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service JhouJd be called 
immediately. Only those individuaJs authorized by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service may 
handle desert tortoises. 

11. At. the conclusion of mining approximateJy 30 acres shall remain to be recJaimed. 
Reclamation and monitoring sbail follow rhe guidelines established in the previously 
reclaimed ten two acre test plots.. 

12. All equipment shall be removed ftom the site prior to final reclamation and 
revegetation. 

13. Financial a.uurances shall be calculated and posted to cover the entire S0.4 acres 
disturbed. This can be reduced u reclamation is completed and successful. 

Punuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclamatioa plan applications 
to the State Geologists (Di\'isioo of Mines and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment 
period prior to any approval of a rec.lamatioo plan. 

The State Geologist. camruents on a pending applig,tion requires the County to prepare 
a. written respome addn:ssing the issues raised in their comments. In addition, if the 
County's position dilm1 .from the State Geologist commems, our responses ace to 
address, in detail. why specific comments and suggestiom were DOl accepted. 
Commeats were received by the Planning Department. All comments have been addressed 
below. 

The Planning Staff substantially cooaured with the applicant's evaluation of the 
operation, its impacu and proposed reclamation coodilions. However, in reviewing the 
DMG coanents we concm that some additional information and reclamation measures 
need be considered in order to adequately address the rec:lamalioa of the site. 
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Many of the following DMG comments have been incorporated inco the reclamation 
plan, Many were incorporated into the plan prior to DMG comments. The County y,,jJ1 

respond back to the State Geologist as to how their comments were addressed and why 
others were not accepted. 

The following are the DMG comments and the County's responses: 

l. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires th.at the maximum anticipated depth of mining be 
indicated on the reclamation plan. It was difficult to ascertaio the depth of mining in 
reviewing the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining be clearly 
stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark that can be referenced in the field for 
compliance monitorins. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concun. The depth of mining has been indicated in the information 
supplied to us by Pacific Lightweight Products, sp~ifi.cally in the reclamation application. 
F arty feet is the maximum mining depth. 

2. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Secuon 277'2 (f) requires that the reclamation plan describe the surface 
mining operation and provide a time schedule for completion of each segment of mining 
so that reclamation can be initiated Bt the earliest possible time on those portion, of the 
mined lands that will not be subjea to .funher disturbance by the swfacc mining 
operatiou. The recJamation plan mentions phased redamalion occwrius over the next ten 
yean. A specific plan describing the proposed phased reclarnaiioa should be presented, 
and depicted on the site plans_ 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. This has been answered in the reclamation plan. 

3. DMG Comment (June ll, 1993): 

SMARA Sections 2772 (i) states that the recJamatioo p.lan shall include an assessment 
of the effect of reclamation on future min1ng at the site. A short SLUemeot as.seslling the 
potential for future mining at the sit~ following redamation should be added to the 
reclamation plan. 

Inyo County Response: 
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Inyo County concurs. Tlus is a pumice mine. The applicant plans to mine the pumice and 
reclaim. Nothing will be mined afterwards. This area is in the OS-40 (Open Space) zone, 
The nature of tlus pit would not preclude another mine operating in the same pit or 
adjacent to this pit. The pumice is on the surface. Mining pumice will continue until it is 
uneconomical and not feasible to mine. u; at I later date, it becomes feasible then mining . 
could continue. 

4. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2773.1 requires that financial assurances be required of a. surface 
mining operations to guarantee site reclamation.; the financial asmrances be payable to 
the SMARA lead agmcy and the State GeologiS1; that the financial assurances be 
submined to the state seologist for review and comment; and that lead agencies annually 
inspect mining operations to determine SMARA compliance. We recommend that 
financial a.sswancq be included to cover the cost ofrevegetation the site should natural 
vegetation fail to meet the performance standards. 

f nyo County Response: 

Inyo Coumy concurs. Financial assurances. will be filed at the time of approval a.s 
required iD SMAR.A. The calculations are shown .in the PLm. This is a planned, phased 
reclamation operation. No financial assurances will be released until reclamation is 
deemed a success. Succas is defined in the reclamation plan. 

5. DMG Comment (June ll, 1993): 

CCll section 3S02 (bXl) requires that the reclamation plan include a description of the 
errviconmeataJ setting of the mine site. A full description of the site is necawy for the 
following tine rasons: 1) to d0a111lalt baseline coaditioo.,. 2) to aid in development 
and evaluation of an appropriate revegetation plan, and 3) to evaluate pwported mining 
and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat. 

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the biotic setting of the site will be 
necessary to adequately establish baseline conditions of the site. This quantitative 
evaluation should include percent cover or density, and diversity measurements for 
each of the vegetation types mat will "natun.lly • rec:oloaize the reclaimed landfonns. 

Abo, prior to any site disturbance. the purported lack of impacts to sensitive,. rare. 
threatened. and eadangcred plants ud animals should be verified. The revegetation of 
the site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique species. Without the 
knowledge of which species occur Oil the: site, the revegetation de:sign cannot target 
tlwse species. 

Inyo County Response: 
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Inyo County concurs. This is included in the Reclamation Plan. The site is disturbed, so 
any prior requirements can not be met. Knowtedge of the plant species is known. 
Photographs have been taken. Any description of the mine is not as adequate as a first 
hand look. It is suggested that a visit to the mine be conducted by anyone commenting 
oa the adequacy of the mine reclamation plan. Many things could and would have been 
done differently if the disturbance had not already occurred. 

The adjacent land will be used as a comparison to address when revegetation will be 
comidered a success. The shape reclaimed land .,,,;n conform to the existing landforms 
around the site. Comparison will be done photographically. 

6. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3705 (a) requires that vegetative cover or deawty, and species-richness 
sufficient to stabilize the surface against effects oflong .. tenn erosion and be similar to 
naturally ocaming habitats in the surroundi.og area. The vegetative density, cover, and 
species richness of narwally occurring habitats should be documented in baseline 
studies carried out prior to initiation of mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan 
be ameaded to inc:Jude the aforementioned bueline studia. 

Inyo County Respome: 

Inyo CoWlly does not concur. The base line stUdies cannot be done because the land has 
already been disturtJed. Comparison can occur only with the surrounding an.a which is 
similar with the mined land. This has ~ done via photographs and will continue to be 
done on an on.going basiJ. The mined material has a unique feanue that once rained 
upon, the swface seals itself and no wind erosion ..vill occur. 

Vegetative density will be required lo confirm reclamation sucass. Howner, the 
County will not require complete vegetative density. Tbis statement is some what 
vague, because we have not determined the vegetative cover needed to deem reclamation 
a success. 

7. DMG Comment (June ll, 1993): 

CCR Section 3703 (a) requires that all sensitive .species be conserved or mitigated. 
The reclamation plan does not qualify the sta&ement thm "there is no known endangered, 
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the swroundmg area". We recommend that the 
source of this statement be identified. and that a survey methods and results be detailed 
in the reclamation plan. 

The California Departmen& of FJSh and Game Natural Diversity Data Base reports that 
Ripley's cymopterus (Cymoptcrus ripleyi), a CNPS List 2 plant, occuning near the 
projec:t Vicinity. Wr: recommend that the absence of this species be verified by sW'\leys 
conducted I.I the.appropriate time of the year by a qualified botanist. We also 
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recommend that an informal consultation be conducted witb the Department of Fish and 
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that may be impacted within the 
project boundaries. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. The onJy sensitive plant species lowed near the site is 
Cymopterus ripleyi. The S0.4 acres are already disturbed. There is no vegetation on. the 
disrurbed site. Therefore. no veg:ciative studies need be conducted on an already 
cleared area. The absence of species n.ee<I not be-verified by a qualified botanist 
because there are no plants on the land in question. The intent is to reclaim the area once 
mining is complete. 

The endangered species "Cyrnopterus ripleyi" has been found within one mile of this 
mine site. If the species was once on the site. no amount of study by a qualified botanist 
will bring the plant back. It is counter productive to srudy something after the fact. This 
pJa.nt is repoiud in the roadway and appears to be in abtmdance near the site. It is 
assumed that when the mine is recJaimed the plant will repopulate the mine site. 

8. DMG Comment (Juue 12, 1993): 

CCR Section 3503 (c) states that all reasonable measures be taken to protect the habitat of 
fish and wildlife and CCR Section 3702 (b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as 
good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures fer habitat restoration be 
developed shcuid natural revegetation of the project site not insure after cessation of 
mining. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County co.ncun. This is a phued reclamation plan. After each two acre plot is 
revegetated, monitoring will be done to inmre that revegetation is a success. Financial 
assurances will be retained until reclamation is. deemed a success. lbe land will have the 
same characteristics as the undistwbed area. [tis assumed that faw1a will reuse the site 
when reclamation is complete. 

9, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMAR.A Section 2773(a) requim that the reclamatioa p.lan establish site.specific 
criteria for cvaluaiion compliance with the approved reclamation ptao. including 
sediment and erosion control. The erosion coDtrOI measures described in the 
reclamation pJa.n are vague, and con.mt ofregradin9 slopes and placing coarse 
aggregate over finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion 
control m~res may not be adequate in hi11hly exposed areas or drainage swales. We 
recommend that the reclamation plan include and erosion control m.oniioring plan, and 
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provide a ~ntingency plan that will be set into place to augment the proposed erosion 
control measures (iee item # I 0), if erosion is evident during annual inspections. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. SMARA requires site specific criteria for rec;lamation. This is 
what has been done at the site. The slope and drainage will be similar to the pre•mining 
slopes. The type of material on site, pumice. when wet crusts over and will not blow in 
the wind. The yearly two acre reclamation plots will act as test plots to insure 
successfbl reclamation of the plant site. If revegetation needs to take place it will be 
done. 

If erosion is evident during arurual inspections, additional measw-es will be taken to 
control it. This can include rcvegetation. and other drainage concroJ measures to in.sure 
eroswn is minimized. The criteria to judge success has beeo written into the reclamation 
plan. 

10. DMG Co111ment (Juue 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2772 (h)(2) requires streambanks and stream beds be rehabilitated in the 
manner tbal will minimize erosion. According to the reclamatiori plan, the original 
drainage hat tramected a portion of the site will be reestablished. and coarse aggregate 
will be laid down over the finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The 
reclamation plan oeeds to describe in greater detail how the drainage will be protected 
from water erosion. We recommend that sufficiently sized coarse aggregate be applied to 
the drainage area to insure that drainage is protected from water erosion. 

Inyo County .Respome: 

loyo County conCW"J. If it is seen that comer aggregaie is required to be placed in 
drainages. 

11. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3711 establishes mandatory standards for topsoil salvage, maintenance, 
and redistribution. The reclamation plan docs not discuss topsoil management. For 
example, the reda.rnation plan states that ''re•vegeta.tion occurs naturally in areas of 
inactivity." The seeds. microbial organisms, and organic matter found in the upper six 
inches of growth media constitute a significant resource when used in arid land 
reclamation Successfiar revegetation of the sire may npr be pos11ble without this 
resource. We rec:cmmeod ~t the upper six inches of growth media be stoc::kpiled and 
reapplied dwing reclamation. We also recommend that the l-eclunation plan be 
amended to address the five subsections set forth in this section 
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Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. However, the nature of the site preludes such measures. The 
reclamation plan is being filed after the fact The land has already bet:n distµrbed. it is 
impossible to stockpile the upper six inches of growth media because it is already lost. 

The site bas already been disturbed and no top soil is available. The pumice is very close 
to, if not on the swface. Plants grow on the pumice. The pwnice retains water whea it 
rains, so therefore, natural revegetation will take place, at a slow rate. 

12. DMG Comment (June 22. 1993): 

SMARA Sei:tioos 2773 (a) requires that the reclamation plan establish >!site -specific 
criteria for evaluating compliance with the approved reclamation plan . .including 
topography, revegetation, and sediment and erosion control." The reclamation plan 
does not identify the c.riteria by which the succe,s of the revegetatioa of the site will be 
judge. We h.ighly recommend that minimum standards be developed by the operator in 
conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For example, the standard should 
specifically swe the amount of vegetative cover or density. and diversity ta be obtained 
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 370S (m) requires that these 
standards and samplins methods be set forth in the reclamation plan. For rwegetation 
elements. monitoring should be done for a. p,jnjmnm of five years following 
implemenrauon. Monitoring should be done on an annual basis with reporu submitted to 
the lead agency and DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability and 
success ofthr: rehabilitated areas. compare these areas to baseline conditioa.t and 
performance standards. and suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size 
should provide 80 percent confidence level, as a minimum. The review of the repons by 
agency personnel should allow for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or 
revegecation techniques. 

Inyo County R.espome: 

Inyo County ooncun. This bas been done. The "test" plots will be the yearly two acres 
reclaimed each year. Criteria fur succe,sfi.d reclamation will be included in the 
reclamation standards. 

13. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 370S (b) requires test plots to be conducted simultaneously with mining to 
determine the most appropriate planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be 
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of the site. Test plots could 
ascertain the amount of vegetative CO\'er density, and diversity attained over time to 
determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in meeting the success aiteria or minimum 
standards. 
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Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. The two acre per year reclamation phased program will work 
very well as test plots. 

General /,ryo Coun,y Commenls on Mines and Geology CammenLS.· 

General comments. Department of Mines and Geology should visit sites prior to making 
specific comments. The operator of this mine ha.s been helpfiJJ in complet.itlg the 
applicatio.a for a new reclamation plan. The application and infonnation given us was the 
most complete and accurate. 

Each mine in Inyo County is site specific. Each mine needs to be visited and a site 
inspection is required before any comments can be made on the application. Inyo County 
nas a unlimited number of microclinwes, geologic, and biotic feawres that makes 
these visits necessary. The same standards can not be applied to numerous mines. 
Standards needed to meet the requirements of SMARA will be met in all cases. 

The following are comments received from concerned agencies: 

Great Basin Unified Air Quality Control District: 

The operation is under permit by Great Basin. If the operators are causing a fugitive 
dust problem then appropriate action should be instigated by Great Basin. 

CaJifomia Department of Fish and Game: 

This is a project with a grater than "de minimus'' finding as defined by the California 
Department of'Fish and Game since it 'WilJ have a meaurabJe adverse impaa on 
wildlife reSOW"CeS. V egetarioa has been disturbed at the project area, so payment of the 
fee is required putJUaDt to Section 711.4 oflhe Fish a.ad. Game Code. 

If this project ia appnM:d, lhe applicant will be requiced to pay a fee of S 1275.00 at the 
time the Planning Department files a Notice of Determination in compliance with the 
California EDW0nmentaJ Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward the 
monies to the California Department of Fish and Game. Section 21809 (b) of the Public 
Resources Code provides that this project -will not be "operative, vested or final" until this 
fue has been paid . 

. ' FINANc.·w:A'ssURANcr.s:· .._,~ --· -

As required by the Division of Mines and Geology the Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have been fonnulated for this redamation 
plan by the appli~t. Inyo County Planning Department Mining Engineer tw 
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reviewed the applicant's proposed reclamation procedures and costs and has concurred 
with the proposed financial assurances amount 

The applicant proposed to do reclamation on the concurrent basis. This is allowed by 
SMARA The totaJ cost estimated by the .11ppJicants is projected at $30,000 fer S0.4 
acres. Annual inspections will show success on lhe test plots (two acres per year). Whea 
success is determined on each two acre plot the finaDcial 1SSW1U1U$ will be reduced 
accordingly. The Planning Department concurs with the amount of financial assurances. 

ENVIRONMENTAL.RE'VJ:EW: 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), an Initial study was completed and a Draft Negative Dedaralioo of 
Environmental Impact. was prepared and circulated for public review and comment by 
June 18, 1993. Comments were received from the CaJTran.s Oistria 9 office. and the 
California Department of .Fish and Game. 

CalTrans Conunents were received. CalTrans comment stated that the project would 
have no ~ect oo the State transportation system. 

California Department of Fish and Game comments are attached and ha.ve been 
incorporated into the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan. 

·,UBuc NO'.llci:; I 
.. ~_ .... 11,. •• 

Notice of this public hearing has been. posted. published and mailed to all parties 
concerned. 

The planning Dcp11rt111mt recommends the Planning Commission approve Reclamation 
Plan #934 and Conditional use permit #93.5 by taking the followu:ig actions (three 
motions). 

A Based upon the Initial Study and all the written and verbal comments ~ived. adopt 
the Nega&iYe Declaration of Environmental Impact thus certifying ~at the req_uiremems 
of the California Environmental Quality Act have been met. 

B. Find the proposed reclamation pla.a conforms and mecu the requirements of 
Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and tbe provisions 
of the State Surfi.ce Mining and Reclamation Act. 

(Evidence: The proposed Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are con.ristent 
with IM requiremenl3 of Inyo Co,n,ty Cr:Jtk and SMAR.A..) 
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(Evidence: Ezisting public and private services are atkquate to meet the requirements of 
the proposed project withmit the need/or their erpansion.) 

(Evidence: Tire adYerse e,n,ironmentaJ impacJ.s inherent with the proposal are minor in 
nature and will not exceed thresholds of significance either indit1idually or cvmulatiwly). 

(Evidence: Based upon the eflVironmental evaluation oftlre proposed project 
[Reclamation Plan with Conditional Use Permit}, it has been/owrd llral the project does 
nol hmM the potential to create a .significant adYerSI! impact on flora or fauna; natural. 
scenic and historic resources; the local economy; or public health, safety, and welfare. 
This constitutes a Negative Finding/or the Mandatory Findings re([llire pursuant to 
Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines.) 

C. Find that the project will have a "Greater than De Minimia" impact on wildlife and 
vegetation. 

(Evidence: As the Reclamalion Plan and Conditional Use Permit have been filed after 
the applicant di.rtlJrbed 30. 4 acres of habitat, the project ~ a "Greater than De 
Mini mus" effect on the environment pursuant to Section 7 J l. 4 of the Public Resources 
Code.) 

D. Approve Conditional Use Pennit #93-5/ and R.ec:lamation Plan #93-4 I Pacific 
Lightweight Products subject to the following Conditions: 

CONDfflONAL.USEPERIWT CONDmONS ·ov APPROVAL:' 
. , •• , ... ,-t_... , ,,\-,.L,6 - • •• • • 4 •• - • T O • 

1. Any expansion of the mining activities or swfac:e disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the applicaiion and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall require the 
submission and approwl of an amended hclsmation Plan and Cooditioiw Use Permit by 
Inyo County Planning Departmelll 

2. This recJamation plan and conditional use permit shall become void unless the use is 
established on coD3tnlction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the 
P tanning Commission. 

J. Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Board emissions 
requirements as outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin. 

4. Upon approval, two acres per year shall be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation 
plan. The first yean acreage shall be divided into two one acre segments. One segment 
shall let naturaJ vegetation take over while the second segmeut sbaD be reseeded with 
the appropriate seeds to give 80% of the sunounding plant density and 8()11/4 species 
diversity. At the time of this planting a good watering shall be conducted on both plots. 
This shall be done ·11 the appropriate time of the year. This site sball be monitored 
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every six months to insure success. At the same time provisions shall be installed to 
discourage noxious weeds from gaining a foothold on the site. 

5. If noxious weeds appear, immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such 
plants. This may consist of any method deemed appropriate that does not affect the 
desired plants. 

6. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code fir potential habitat loss. Because 
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat., however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the risb and Game Code requires the payrnent of Sl,2S0.00 fee befure this 
project becomes "operative, vested. or final". The potential impact is greater than "de 
minimus" standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handli.cg 
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the 
Planning Department (.S days after the reclamation p18Jl. and conditional use pennit 
approval) 

1. As a condition for approval ofConditiona.l Use Pennit #93~5, the applicant shall 
defend, indemmfy and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and 
employees to attack, set aside, void or annul 8Jl. approval of the County, its advisory 
asencie!, its appeals board. or its legislative body concerning Conditional Use Permit #93 4 

.S . The County reserves the right to prepare its own defcme. 

8. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application 
- .. . ... . . 

~CLAMAn:or-i"PW .CONDmONS oi APPRO_VAL; 

1. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the applicatioo and accompanying plaos (S0.4 aaes) shall require the 
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation PJan and Conditional Use Penn.it by 
Inyo County Planning Department. 

2. This Reclamation Plan and ConditionaJ Use Permit shall become void unless the use 
is established oa construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval uoless extended by the 
Planning Commission. 

J. Revegetation oci:urs naturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall occur 
to the eia:eot that is indicated by the one acre test plots conduc:ted the first year of 
rec:lamation. Ooe will be rcs.~ded the other will not. The viability of these two plots 
will dictate the planting on 
the remainder of the site. It is understood that &he res.i:eded plot should have better 
perfomumc:e than the unseeded plot. however, criteria should be obtained to show the 
whether the value of reseeding is substantiaJly better than natural reseeding. Maybe less 
reseeding is necessary. 
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4. Upon completion of mining. or after one year of inactivity in phased reclamation 
area. the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products wiJJ be reviewed for 
revegetation, and a reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the 
revegetation. Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches lS¾ of 
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the pJant diversity reaches 60% of 
the undisturbed ground. 

S. The seed mix shall be of comparable plants that are in the undisturoed area. 

6. Concurrcnt reclamation will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas 
disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by previous mining management practices. If 
the operations intrude into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour 
Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the reclamation plan, a new appraisal of 
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for fina.l reclamation .. 

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will shape the land so 
that it is consistent with the prudent waiershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the 
arid climate and the lack of stream channels. sedimentation and erosion control is not 
anticipated to be a problem. All existing drainage courses shall be left open and all 
grading will maintain the drainage oftbe area. All pre-mining drainage courses will 
be restored within three months of closure and such reclamation shall not promote 
acceJerated soil erosion. 

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in 
the ~ of operations. 

9. All strUctures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash. and debris shall be 
removed from the site within three months of closure. 

10. Financial assurances in the sum ofSJ0,000.00 in the form ofa surety bond. 
irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or certificate of deposit sb.aU be posted with the Inyo 
County Plaaning Department. Said financial usurances shall be made payable to the 
County of Inyo and the California Director of Conservation. 

11. The applicant shall submit a nowiud stmement to the Planning Department 
accepting respon.sibility for reclaiming the lands as per the conditions specified herein 
prior to any additional mining or exploration activities commencing. 

12. Potential loss of n.ative vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code 6r potential habitat loss. BCCluse 
of the potenm.1 loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment ofSl,250.00 fee before Ibis 
project bec:omcs •operative, vested, or final''. The potential impaa is greuer than .. de 
minimus" standard. of section 711.4. Said Sl,250 and the $2S.00 documentary handling 
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fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Detennination is filed by the 
Planning Department (S day, after the reclamation plan and conditioneJ use permit 
approval) 

13. This Redamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant', complian" with the 
conditions .listed abo-ve shall be evaluated every year, u r~uired by section 2774(b) of 
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall also 
be reviewed and adjusted u deemed appropriate, at the same time. 

14. As a condition fur approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents., officers and employees 
to attack, set a.side. void or annul an approval of the Cowuy, its advisory agencies, its 
appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County 
reserves the right to prepare its own defense. 

IS. Developmeot shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application 

Attachments: Vicinity Map 

EHGCEK/c:et 

"Contour Map at Conclusion of.Mining" 
CaJTrans Letter. 
Great Basin Comments 
Department of Fish and Game Comments 
Depanmcnt of Mines and Geology Comments 
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SU.TE ClF C"11FORNIA-IUSIN~.SS. TIA~51'011tAfll..N ,i.ND HQIAI~ 4GENCT ~!ll WllS0N, c;o-

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
,oo SOUTH MAIN STRUT 
115H01', CA 9':J.!11-' 

(619) 872-0692. 

June 7, 1993 

.. 
11

ci,,,,o 
.,; 'JN S 1993 

t 

• File: Inyo-395-32. 66 
SCH: 93052045 

Mr. CUrtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDITIONAL US£ PERMIT =93-05/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the 
above project. The project is located in Inyo County 
approximately two miles south of Olanch~, 5-1/2 miles east in the 
Upper centennial Flat area. Access to the site will be by an 
unpaved county road, Cactus Flats Road. 

As a responsible agency for transportation, Caltrans has no 
comments to offer regarding this project. 

cc: SCH: Russ Colliau 

Sincerely, 

F. K. WALTON, Chief 
Transportation Planning 
Branch A 
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JANET CROSS 
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Inyo County Pl ing Department • Phone: (760) 878-0263 

~ 168 North Edwards Street (760) 872-%706 

0 Post Office Drawer L FAX: (760} 872-2712 "I' 

Independence, California 93526 E-Mail: lnyoPlanning@telis.org 

March 30, 1998 

State of California 
Department of Conservation 
Division of Mines and Geology 
Mined-Land Reclamation Project Office 
801 "K" Street 
MS 09-06 
Sacramento, Ca. - 95814 - 3529 

CERTIFIED-

RE: Amended Reclamation Plan #93-4 and CUP #93-5/0lancha Pumice Mine/Pacific Custom 
Materials 

To Whom it May Concem: 

Attached please find a copy of the proposed amended reclamation plan and Conditional Use 
Permit for Pacific Custom materials for their Olancha Pumice Mine. The mine ID number for this 
mine is 91-14-0003 . This document is for your thirty day review and comments. Please forward 
your comments to the County in a timely manner. 

S~erely, 

{;JJ1/,;j~ 
EarlH. Gann 
Mine Reclamation Planner 

Attachments: Proposed amended Reclamation Plan #93-4, CUP 93-5 

9 '~ :-:' .. -
--
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

The folloWing information is required by the Planning Commission 
pursuant to the requirement of the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance. 

APPLICANT: Name: Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. 
Address: 715 North Central Avenue, Suite 101 
City: Glendale,CA 91203 
Telephone: (818) 240-5160 

OWNER: Name: Ely Trust 
Address: Box 90960 
City: Santa Barllara, CA 93 !90 
Telephone: (805) 569-2303 

ENGINEER: Name: Nancy D. Garnett 
Address: 1341 West Mockingbird Lane 
City: Dallas, TX 75247 
Telephone: (972) 647-3824 

ASSESSORS PARCEL NUMBER: 33-200-0l Zoning: OS-40 

I HEREBY REQUEST that the Inyo County Planning Commission 
consider this conditional use permit application _ for the 
following project (describe completely and in detail): 

Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. (PCM) currently operates an open pit pumice mine in Inyo County, 
California. The mine has an approved Conditional Use Pennit # 93-5 and an approved Surface 
Mining Reclamation Plan# 93-4. 

The mine is located approximately two miles south of the community of Olancha and five and 
one-half miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial FJat area within the Coso Range 
Mountains in southern Inyo County. PCM currently leases 320 acres from the Ely Trust. The 
current mine operation occupies approximately SO acres of the leased property. 

The current operation has essentially remained the same since initiation of mining activities in 
1985. The pumice is mined by open pit methods with a bulldozer and front-end loader. The 
mined pwnice is processed by crushing, sizing, and flotation prior to being transported off-site. 
The pumice removed from the site is used in the production of lightweight concrete, structural 
block, cultured stone and other commercial products. The mine would continue to operate eight 
hours per day. The mine currently employs five persons and proposes to employ eight persons. 

Based on current reserve calculations, the mine has approximately four months of accessible 
operating reserves remammg In order for the mine to continue operating, PCM requests 
approval to expand its mining activities and increase the project area from approximately SO acres 

4 
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to approximately 75 acres. The proposed area of expansion includes areas disturbed by previous 
owners. 

CONSENT: I consent to the submission of the conditional use 
permit application. 

/' ,-.·'( 
• /. • .·, (. l . 

(Signed by at .~st one record owner of the property) 
V 

CERIFICATION: I certify that the above information is 
the best of my knowledge. 

NOTE: 

the applicant or Engineer) 

THIS APPLICATION REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE 
THE INYO PLANNING COMMISSION. YOO OR A 
REPRESENTATIVE MUST BE PRESENT TO ANSWER ANY 
QUESTIONS. FAILURE TO APPEAR MAY RESULT IN THE 
PUBLIC HEARING BEING CONTINUED OR THE APPLICATION 
DENIED. 

5 
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ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Name: Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. 
Address: 715 North Central Avenue, Suite 101 
City: Glendale, CA 91203 Phone: (818) 240-5160 

Assessor's Parcel Number: 33-200-1 

Zoning: OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum) 

Existing Use of Property: Propertv is operated as pumice mine. 

List any other related permits and other public approvals 
required for this project. (Local, State or Federal): Great Basin 
Unified Air PoUution Control District - Pennit to Operate: Countv of Invo - Mining Reclamation 
Plan and Mine Operation Annual Repon 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

Proposed Project: (Describe Completely) 

Pacific Custom MateriaJs proposes to expand its minin2 activities and increase the project area 
from approximately 50 acres to approximately 75 acres. The area of expansion includes areas 
disturbed by previous owners. The operation remains essentially the same as the eicistimz minine: 
operation. However. a portable sizing screen process will be added in order to reduce production 
of out-of-specification material. This process will result in a beneficial environmental impact. as 
fines are removed prior to additional processine. This will help to minimize the guantitv of fines 
beino: processed and/or transponed and will help to minimize fumtive particulate emissions. 

Plans: Attach any development plans, plot plans, design plans, 
and elevations, which depict the proposed development. 

Checklist: Are the following environmental impacts applicable 
to the project. Discuss below all the items checked YES (attach 
additional sheets if necessary): 

YES NO 
X Change in existing features of any water courses, 

natural vegetation, slopes or substantial alteration of 
ground contours. 
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• Attachment B • 
Change in scenic views. 

-change in the pattern, scale or character of the 
project area. 

Generation of significant amounts of solid waste. 

Generation of dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors. 

Change in surface or ground water quality or quantity. 

Change in existing noise or vibration levels. 

Location of filled land or on slopes of 10% or more. 

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous, toxic or 
flammable materials. 

Increase in demand for municipal services (she·riff, 
fire, water, sewer, electricity, etc.). 

Increase in fossil fuel consumption. 

Relationship to a larger project or series of 
projects. 

Discussion of all the above items checked YES: 

See Attachment I 
Environmental Infonnation Form 

Pacific Custom Materials - Pumice Mine 

7 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: 

Describe the project site as it now exists, including information 
on topography, soils, plants, animals, drainage, climate, air 
quality, access, traffic, utilities,· noise and structures. 

See Attachment I 
Environmental Infonnation F onn 

Pacific Custom Materials - Pumice Mine 

Describe the surrounding properties, including information listed 
above. 

See Attachment I 
Environmental Information Form 

Pacific Custom Materials - Pumice Mine 

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the statements furnished 
above and in any attachments present the data and information 
required for this Environmental Information Form to the best of 
my ability, and the facts, statements and information presented 
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

DATE 

8 
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Attachment I 

Environmental Information Form 
Pacific Custom Materials •Pumice Mine 

CHECKLIST RESPONSES 

The following di!lcussion is io response to items checked YES on the Environmental 
Information Fonn checklist. 

Feature! 

The proposed project is an expansion of the existing permitted mining operation. The existing and 
proposed operations are "open-pit" mining. Both existing and proposed operations will result in 
changes to the features of the natural vegetation, slope and ground contours. However, changes 
are and will continue to be minimal and/or temporary, as the operation must comply with an 
approved surface mining reclamation plan. 

Scenic Views 

The proposed mining activities are essentially the same as existing activities; therefore, views of 
the actual operation will remain essentially the same. Topography in the proposed project area 
consists of low rolling hills sloping to the southwest. Mining activities in the proposed area of 
expansion will change the scenic view, as topography and vegetation are disturbed. Changes to 
the scenic views will be either minimal and/or temporary, as the operation must comply with an 
approved surface mining reclamation plan. 

Pattern, Scale or Character 

The pattern, scale or character of the proposed project area will change slightly from the existing 
operation. The proposed project will utilize an additional two-deck screen and four conveyors at 
the main plant, and a portable screening plant with three conveyors. 

Dust, Ash, Smoke, Fumes or Odors 

The current operation generates dust and exhaust fumes from the operation of mining equipment. 
PCM proposes to add a portable screening process. This process removes fines prior to 
additional processing. This will help to minimize the quantity of fines being processed and/or 
transported and will help to minimize process and/or fugitive particulate emissions. 

Throughout the history of the mine, it has been observed that the moisture content of the pumice 
ranges from 11% to 15%. The significance of this naturally occurring water is that it helps 
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minimize the generation of dust during the mining operation. To further reduce the potential dust 
emissions, PCM policies and procedures include the following: 

Noise 

• A watering truck applies water/dust suppressant to haul roads and around screening 
plant operations. 

• All mining activities are ceased, when wind conditions are such that dust levels can not 
be controlled, 

• The maximum speed limit for any vehicle on the property is 15 miles per hour. 
• Transfer points are enclosed. 
• Screens are covered with a fabric cover. 
• Mining and reclamation occur simultaneously, which reduces the exposure of 

disturbed areas. 
• Water spray bars are used as necessary. 

The proposed project includes the addition of a portable screening process to reduce production 
of out of specification material. This process includes the use of a self contained feed hopper, 
screen, and three conveyors. The proposed project will also require the use of an additional two­
deck sizing screen and three electric conveyors at the main plant. Noise levels generated from the 
proposed additional equipment will increase slightly from the existing operation, as equipment 
additions are minimal. Most of the additional equipment will be powered from the ex.isting on-site 
power supply. 

No complaints have ever been received regarding noise levels at the mine. No sensitive receptors 
are located in close proximity to the project; the nearest human residence is located approx.imately 
2.7 miles from the mine. 

Filled Land 

Reclamation activities may require minimal areas of backfill in order to establish final contours. 

Potentially Hazardous, Toxic or Flamm3ble Materials 

Potentially hazardous, toxic or flammable materials at the site are currently limited to the storage 
of diesel, waste oil, used oil filters, antifreeze, spent antifreeze, and lubricating oils for equipment. 

The operation employs best management practices in handling, storing and using potential 
hazardous, toxic or flammable materials. Storage tanks are all above ground and include an 
8,000-gallon diesel tank and a 500-gallon waste oil tank. A berm constructed of native soil 
provides secondary containment. Waste oil, used oil filters, and spent antifreeze are shipped off­
site for reprocessing by an approved recycler. 

2 



• Attachment B • 
Fossil Fuel Consumption 

The proposed project will result in a slight increase in fossil fuel consumption. The facility 
currently operates a diesel powered electric generator to power processing equipment. The 
proposed portable screening plant utilizes a self-contained diesel power supply. Additionally, the 
proposed number of truck trips per day will increase from six to eight trips per day to eight to ten 
trips per day. 

J 
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ENVIRONMENT AL SETTING: 

The following discussion describes the project site as it now exists, including information on 
topography, soils, plants, animals, drainage, climate, air quality, access, traffic, utilities, 
noise and structures. 

The proposed project site includes approximately 50 acres within the permitted pumice mine, and 
approximately 25 acres in the proposed area of expansion, The proposed area of expansion 
includes areas disturbed by previous owners. 

The topography in the proposed area of expansion is open desert with rolling hills sloping to the 
southwest. Most, of the surface area within the existing mine has been disturbed, but disturbed 
areas will be reclaimed as stipulated in the smface mine reclamation plan. Natural drainage 

patterns have been maintained. 

No known endangered, threatened, or sensitive vegetation has been identified in the project area, 
as vegetation and wildlife habitat within the proposed project area have either been disturbed or 
eliminated. Vegetation previously identified in the proposed project area includes small brush, 
plants, and trees, as described below. 

Project Area Vegetation 

Common Name Scientific: Name 
- •••••· •• .. ••h·---·-.. •-··· .. •··· .. •·••••••·•H· ··••···•· ... • ... •••O•O••····· · ·•·•••••,ooo•••••••••"·"··•••"'••••••••"••·•·• 

Ambrosia dumosa 
Amsinckia tessillata 
Atriplex: canescens 
Atriplex confertiafolia 
Larrea tridentata 
Sitanion histrix 
Sitanion gibatum 
Stipa speciosa 
Yucca brevifo!ia 

Bursage 
Checker Fiddleneck 
Fourwing Saltbush 
Shadscale 
Creosote Bush 
Squirrel Tail 
Squirrel Tail? 
N.C.N. 
Joshua Tree 

/ C~V'Y'\ ~~-~ .,~1..~:. 
\ '. \:; ~ ~ - 7 \ 

The approved surface mine reclamation plan and the surface mine reclamation plan application 

address reclamation of disturbed areas. 

Wildlife has not been observed in the proposed project area. 

Visual quality is impacted by processing equipment, which occupies approximately one acre, and 
stockpiles of mined material covering approximately five acres. 
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The project area is in an arid climate zone, and the precipitation averages six inches of rainfall per 
year. 

Air quality is impacted by the mining operation. However, the operation complies with Permits to 
Operate issued by the Great Basin Unified Air I»ollution Control District. Emissions resulting 
from the combustion of fossil fuels are minimal. One diesel generator is currently used to power 
equipment, and proposed changes will necessitate the use of an additional generator. Proposed 
process changes will help minimize process and/or fugitive dust emissions. In addition, operating 
policies and procedures are designed to further minimize dust emissions and include: 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

A watering truck applies water/dust suppressant to haul roads and around screening 
plant operations. 
All mining activities are ceased. when wind conditions are such that dust levels can not 
be controlled. 
The maximum speed limit for any vehicle on the property is 15 miles per hour . 
Transfer points are enclosed . 
Screens are covered with a fabric cover . 
Mining and reclamation occur simultaneously, which reduces the exposure of 
disturbed areas. 
Water spray bars are used as necessary . 

The mine is located approximately two miles south of the community of Olancha and five and 
one-half miles east on Cactus Flat Road. The mine is approximately one-half mile north of the 
Cactus Flats Road. 

Traffic, related to the existing operation. consists of approximately six to eight truck trips per day 
and employee transportation to and from the site. Currently there are five employees at the mine. 
The number of truck trips per day will be increased to approximately eight to ten and the number 
of employees will be increased to eight. 

No public utilities are required at the mine. 

Even though noise is generated by the operation, no complaints have ever been received regarding 
noise levels at the mine. No sensitive receptors are located in close proximity to the project; the 
nearest human residence is located approximately 2. 7 miles from the mine. 

Employees are trained regarding health hazards associated to noise levels and the use of hearing 
protection. 

There are no permanent structures located on the property, with the exception of pre-cast 
concrete blocks supporting the portable truck scale. All other equipment whether currently in use 
or proposed is temporary. The current reclamation plan requires that all structures, equipment, 
foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris be removed from the site within three months of closure. 

' 
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The following discussion describes the surrounding properties, including information listed 
above. 

The surrounding properties are similar to the proposed project area. Surrounding properties are 
open desert with rolling hills sloping to the southwest. 

No known endangered, threatened, or sensitive vegetation has been identified in the immediate 
surrounding area. As per the Inyo County Planning Department, Cymopterus ripleyj has been 
identified approximately a mile from the project area. Vegetation previously identified in the 
immediate area surrounding the project includes small brush and plants, as described below. 

Surrounding Area Vegetation 

Scientific Name 

Ambrosia dumosa 
Amsinckia tessillata 
Atriplex canescens 
Atriplex: confertiafolia 
Larrea tridentata 
Sitanion histrix 
Sitanion gibatum 
Stipa speciosa 
Yucca brevifolia 

Common Name 

Bursage 
Checker Fiddleneck 
Foun.ving Saltbush 
Shadscale 
Creosote Bush 
Squirrel Tail 
Squirrel Tail 
N.C.N. 
Joshua Tree 

Coyotes have been obseived in the area immediately surrounding the project. No other wildlife 
has been observed in the area immediately surrounding the project. 

Air quality, visua1 quality, traffic, and noise conditions associated with the surrounding properties 
do not contribute to the environmental impact associated with the project, as land use associated 
with the surrounding areas is open space. 

No structures or utilities are located on the surrounding properties. 

6 



• Attachment B 

COUNTY OF INYO • 
MINING RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE IDATEI 15-Dec-97I USE ADDffiONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY 

This application _is for a: ( check the appropriate box( es)) IASSIGNED RP# I 
I 

I X I Mining Operations c:J Sand/Gravel Pit [TI Sci:eening Plant 

c:J Milling Operation c:J Concrete Batch Plant c:J Asphalt Baich Plant 

c:J Exploration c:J Other (describe) 

r-!JTYPE OF RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION: 

CJ NewR£CPian CJ Exploration Rec Plan 

CD c:J 
Existing Reclamation 

Amended Rec Plan Amended Exploration Plan Number 93-4 

- ~ APPLICANT: 
Name Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. Phone (818) 240-5160 

Address 715 North Central A--venue 

Cig: Glendale Siatc CA Zi2 91203 

.2..J REPRESENTATIVE: 
Name Fred Smalley Phone 760-764-2248 

100 US Highway 395 

Ci!I Olaw:ha State CA ZiE 93549 

~ LANDOWNER: 
Name Ely Trust Phone (805) 569-2303 

Address Box 90960 

Ci!! S1111ta Barbura Sr.ate CA Zil! 93190 

~ OPERATOR: 

Name Pacific Custom Milterie.Js, Inc. Phone (818) 240-S 160 

Address 715 North Central A VCDDe 

Cig: Glenda.le State CA Zii! 91203 

w LESSEE: 
Name Pacific CUslom Malerials, Ini;. Phone (818) 240-5160 

Address 715 North O:nlral Avenue 

Cig: Glendale Sr.ate CA ZiI! 91203 

par,e I 9/12196 
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L.2.JFEE C ALCULATlON: 

Acreage 75.+ • 5 = 

lf less th.in five acres then fee is S l 750.00 

70.+ X 50 = $3520 + $1750 + $5270 -----

Amended with no increase in acreage is $500. Total fee is: __ $_5.a...2_7_0 ___ _ 

...!..JLOCATlON: 
Assessor Parcel Nwnber(s) 33-200-01 

Seclion(s) Township(s) 20 South Range(s) 37 East 

Latitude 36 Degrees, 14 Minutes Longitude 117 Degr!!es, 55 Minutes 

...!JCLA!M DESCRIPT!ON(S): 
TYPE RECORDED BLM# NAME 

Project Site is Located on Private Prop<.'Tt}' 

l..!.2J GEOLOGY: [).:scnbc! the g.t!<>logy or Utt! area with a more delailed geologic ckscnption of the mineral deposit to be 

milled and principle minerals or rock types pres,:nt. If referenced in g¢0[ogic report, pl~ attach copy. 

The project area is located in the Basin Range Province of California. This grnmorphic province is charactc:rized by nocth­
south trending moW1Lains and valleys whh great topogniphic relief. Because of the faulted valleys, drainage in the Great B3..9in 
is interior with genernlly high evaporation rates. Most of the lakes and streams in lh.is region are ephemeral, holding water only 

after heavy rains. 

Rock types exposed in the Basin Range Province comprise the oldest (Precambrian) lo the youngest (Rr:cent), with gninitic, 
metamorphic, and sedimentary roclcs well rq:m:senk:d. !n the project !lfca volcanoes have been very active in the last 10,000 

ye:irs, accounting for the abundant pwnice deposits that are quarried at the mine. 

Pumice 1s the only type of rock bcing mined at the site. It is a wat.:rlain deposit frow S lo 40 feet thick that dips approximately 
6 degrees to the west. The moistun: content of the ''in situ" pumice varies from 11 % to 15%. The coD.SO!idation of the (k:posit 
15 such that it can be excavated without blastiilg. However, it is cohesive enough to stand in vertical faces. In most of the 
projc!CI area, the pwnice is on the swface with zero to little overburden. No faults or folds are exposed on the property. 

11!..JENVIRONMEl'IT: Give a description of the environmental setting of the site and surrounding are.as Describe ei,:isting 

land use, topography, vegetation,wildlife, surf~ and groundwater charru:teristics Describe 

average rain tall and other fil.ctors pertaining to the environment. 

Land use associated \\ith th.e exisung project is pumice mining. Open range is the current land use associated with both the 

proposed area of expansion and the surrounding areas 

1l1e topography in the proposed area of expansion is open desert with rolling hills sloping to the sout.hwest. Most of the surface 
area within the existing mine has been distw-bed, but disturbed areas will reclaimed as stipulated in Lh e approved surface mine 
reclamation plan. Natural drainage paUerns have been maintained. ~ '~·"J "''' h..... -c \~ ~ • <'C"°" ,;c" w / 

c~-..-~e,..- c1...:r-:;i"'f':"~r---.L..€,.... 

No known <!fldangcred or threat.:noo., threatem:d or sensitive vegetation has been identified in the: project area. 
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Vegetation and wildlife habitat within the project area have either been distw-bed or eliminated. The approved mine reclamation 
plan addresses reclamation of disturbed areas. Vegetation previously identified in the proposed area includes: 

Ambrosia durn05ll 
Amsindria ~illata 
Atriple:x.canescens 
Alriplex confertiafolia. 
Silanion Histrix 
Sitanion Oihatum 
Stipe. Spes;:iose. 
Larrea tridentata 
Yw;ca brevifolia 

No wildlife has been observed in the project area. 

Common Name 

Bunage 
Chec'-:cr Fiddleneck 
Folll'Mllg SaJtbush 
Shadscale 
Squim:1 Tail 
Squirrel Tail 
N.C.N. 
Creosote Bush 
Joshua Tree 

The project area is in an arid climate zone, and the precipit.ation avemges six inches of rainfall per year. Rainfall pro11ides lhe only 
naturally occuning source of waler on the property. 

Air quality is impacted by lhe mining operation; however, the opm.r.ion complies with permits to operate issued by the Great Basin 
Unified Air Pollution Conbul District Emissions resulting from the combustion of fossil fuels are minimal. One diesel generator is 
cum:ntly used to power equipment, and proposed changes will nee.es.sit.ate the use of an additional generator. Proposed process 
changes will help minimize process and/or fugitive dust emissions. In addition, operating policies and procedures are de.signed to 
further minimize dust emissions. 

Traffic related to lhe existing operation consists of approximately s.ix to eight truck trips per day and employee transportation to and 
from the site. Currently there are five employees at the mine. The number of IJllck trips per day will be increased to approKimatdy 
eight to ten and the number of emplo}'l:Cs will be increased to eighl 

Even though noise is generated by the operation, no complaints have ever been received regarding noise levels at the mine. No 
sensitive receptors are localed in close proximity to the project; the nearest human residence is located approximately 2. 7 miles 
from lhe mine. Employees are lra.ined regarding health haw-di! associated lo noise le11els and the use of hearing protection. 

No public utilities an: required at lhe mine. There are no pennanent structw-es located on the property, with lhe c:xception orpre­
cast concrete blocks $1.l.pporting the portable truck scale. All other equipment whether currently in use or proposed is temporary. The 
current reclamation plan requires that all slructwes, equipment. foU11dations, pipelines. trash, and debris be removed from the site 
within three months of cloNre . 

...!!JCUL TIJRAL RESOURCES: Give a breif synopsis ofany archaeological or historical siginificancc of lhe area. 
To lhe best or our knowledge. lhere is no cultural or historical significance related to die project 11rea. Vi&Ual observations 
d.o not indicate 1111y arclw:ological or h.istorical significance. The project an::a has been previously d.isturl>ed. 

l..!!.JMAPS: 
Provide maps showing the following: 

l Vicinity map showing access routes. 
2 A workable contour map showing all proposed features and structures. Suggested sea.le of l "=400'. 

This map shaJJ also show permanent control points tied to the Sectioru, Town.ship. and Range the 
the operation is located on. Depending upon the size of the operation and terrain, the contours levels 
should be adequate to show the reatures of the mine. Contour levels of 2 ft to 10 ft should be adequate. 

2 A contour map showing the distumed area after the proposed reclamation has been completed. 

9/12196 
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L!.±JMINING OPERATION: 

Proposed Staning Date: Mining m Progress 

Name of Mine or Project: Pacific Cwtom Mat.."lials - Pwnice Mine 

A. 

B. 

C, Minerals to be Mined.: .::Pu-==.:nu=·.:.;ce:;.._ _____________________ _ 

ORE 
Ma:cimim Yearly Production: 80,000 Tons 

WASTE (Fines) 
40,000 Tons 

TOTAL 
120,000 Tons D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

Estimated Mine Life: 10 Years Estimated Time to Complete Reclamation: lO Years 

Operation is: 

Operation is: 

[K]coatinuous 

ONcwSite 

D lntennittcnt 

IT] In Operation 

Oseasonal 

Oinactive 

Days per Week: __ 5 __ Daily Hours: __ s_ Starting Time: --'-6:"--00_AM ___ _ 

I. 

J. 

Estimated Number of Employees: 8 

Type of holl.'iing (if needed): No Housing Required 

L.!1.JMINc DLMENSIONS: 
Highest Elevation: 4,580 Feet Overall Slope Angle: 

Ma.'limum Depth: 60 Feet Maximum Slope Angle: 

Shifts per Day: 

5 Degrees Road Width: 20 feet Benned 

75 Degrees Road length: <0.5 Miles 

Maximum Length: 2,460 Feet Maximum Width: 1,900 Feet Road Grade: Variable I to 4 degrees 

Angle of ~pose of Native or host material· 32 Degrees 

Bench Height: 30 Feet 

LJijSIZE OF OPERATION (in Acres): 

Owned 

Patented 

Unpatened 

L!2.JMINE WASTE: 

Higest Elevation 

Maximum Heigh! 

Maximum Length 

Ma't.imum Width 

Fines 
Stockpile: 

45!!0 Feet 

40 Fe..:t 

-B.'i Feet 

435 Feet 

Bench Width: 20 f(,'et 

Leased 75 Total acres 75 Acres ---
Sub-Leased Reclaimed l l Acres ---

- --
Other To be Reclaimed 64 Acres ---

Describe waste piles, stockpiles, tailings ponds, other ponds and leach pads. 

Answ!X for EACH pile, pond or pad where appropriate. 

Overall slope Angle 

Surface area of Ponds 

Depth of ponds 

Fine9 are used for reclamation. 

10 Degr~ 

NIA 

NIA 

page 4 9112/96 
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' -- l!!JMINING METHODS (check t apply) 

I X I Open Pit I I Shovel Truck I I Waste Dump 

I I Borrow Pit I I Dragline I I Tailings pond 

I I Gravel/Sand Pit I I Single Bench I X I Quany 

I I Clay Pit I I Multibench I I Exploration 

I I Hill Top I I Underground I I Vat Leaching 

I X I Side Hill I I Hardrock I I Other (describe) 

~OTHER CONSTRUCTION: (check all that apply) 

I X I Access Roads I I Explosi1te Storage I X I Sheds 

I I Asphalt Batch Plant I I Office Site I I Shops 

I I BathholR ((icy) I I On Site Livig.g Qtrs. I X I Stockpiles 

I I Blasting I I Sewage Disposal I I Tailings Dams 

I I Concrete Batch Plant I X I Plant Site I X I Tanks 

I X I Conveyors I X I Screening I I WaterWells 

I X I Crushers I I Settling Ponds I I Waste Dumps 

I I Other (describe) 

.,:2.jPROCESSING: 

I A Check all box(es) that describe operations I Asphalt Batch 

I X I Crushing I I Heap Leaching I I Precipitate 

I I Milling I X I Sizing I I Hand Sort 

I I Washing I I Amalgamation I I Smelting 

I X I Flo&ation I I Com:rete Batch I I Other (describe) 

B. Li.st Chenili:als Used in the Processing 

None 

page.S 9/12196 
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..... 2.!.JACCESS: 
Describe c:xi:;tmg access routes to the operation site. Describe any proposed new access routes to be constructed. 

The mine is located approximately 2 miles south of the community of Olancha and five and one-half miles i:ast. Access to the 
mine from_ Highway J9S south or Olancha is on CIICtus Flats Road. 

No new access routes are required. 

_EJAIR QUALITY: 
List nwnber and l)Iles or vehlcles and equipment associated with the project. 

~ll Caterpillar D8 Dozer ~6} Sizinl! Screens (Portable Screening Plant Included~ 
(2l Front End Wheel Load= Caterpillar 966 ~24 l Beu ecnveyms 
Ol WaterTruclc (1) ScrewConv~ 

~ t 2 Bobcat Loader ~22 Roll Crushers 
! 1) Service Truck with Welder (1) Diesel Generator 
( l) Gallion Grader (ll WaterPumE 

2l.JWATER QUALITY I SUPPLY: 

Source of Fresh Water LAAqU!lduct Chemicals Used Nani: 

Gallons per Day Fresh 8,000 ~Summer) Methods of Chemical Disposal Nm.~licab\e 
4,000 (Wint.er) 

Gallons per Day Recycled Zero Proposed Sewage System Portable Toilet 

Total Gallons Used per Day 8,000 { Summerl; 4,000 i!Yinter) 

li.JENERGY: List Amount of Energy to be Consumed per Month by the Project 

Electricty 225 kw Diesel Generator ( on site) Diesel Fuel 4,082 Gallons 

Natural Gm None Olher (type) 166 Gallons Gasoline 

Propane Nane 

~SITE ALERATIONS: 
Describe: the site alterati0119 thaJ: will be produa:d. by your proposed projei;t. For imtaoces, descrbe 

topographic changes, storm flDws that will have to be channelin!d, length afnt:W roods and/or 

easemenl5 and other S1Jch changes. 

Existing operations result 1111d proposed modifications will result in cilanges lo the features of the Mtutal vege1atioo, slope and 
ground contours. However, changes !!Ill and will continue to be minimal and/or tc:mporacy, rui the operation c.omplies with an 
approved surface mine rechunation pJ11r1. 

Disturbed areas are reclaimed and will continue to be rxclaimed. 

Natural drainage patterns have been maintained. 
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Attachment _B 
If your project requires ·ts from other agencies, please identify the agency and type of 

permits. Some of the agencies or departmerus lhat you may h11ve to obtain permits listed 

below: Great Basin Unified Air Pollutio Control District - Pennit to Operate 

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
Lahontan Regional Water Control Board 
County Environmental Health 
County Building and Safety Department 

County Road Depamnent 
Bureau of Land Management 
California Department of Fish and Gaff!e 
Inyo National Forest 

HAZARDOUS WASTES; AIR QUALITY; AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS: 

Pursuant to Section 65962.5r) of the California Government Code the project site 
IS D IS Nar X identified in the latest list prepared by the Secretary of Enviro.nmental Affairs 
as a hazardous waste site. 

Pursuant to Section 65850.ya)(y of the California Government Code the applicant 
Wil.L W WD..J.. Nar need ID comppiy with Section 25505, 25533, and 25534 of the California Health 
and Safety Code requiring a hazardous material business plan; hazardous materials regestration forms, 
and the preparation of a Risk. Management and PreventionProgram (RMPP), respectively, and the requirements 
for a permit for construction or modification from the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
(Hazardous Materials Business Plan and Great Ba.sin UAPCD Authority to Construct are required.) 
Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a)(2) of the California Government Code the applicant 
WilL D WJlL Nar m handle acutely haz.ardous materials as defined by Sect.ion 25500 et. seq. 
of the California Health and Safety Code. If "will" is ch~ then a notice of requirement to comply with or 
determination of exemption for a Risk. Management and Prevention Program (RMPP') from the Inyo County 
Environmental Health Department shall be anached to this application pursuant to Section 65850.2(b) of the 
California Government Code. 

Pursuant to Sect.ion 65850.2(b) of the California Government Code the applicant shall anach certification from 
the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District that the Project is in c:ompliance with any disclosures required 
by Section 42303 of the California Health and Safety Code concerning information needed by them to determine 
air pollution rewlting from the project. 

PROPOSED OR POTENTIAL USE OF THE LAND AFTER RECLAMATION: 

Open Space 

!'1.-tETHODS OF RECLAMATION:(Check all that apply) 

m Backfilling IT] Topsoil Salvage 

m Regrading CJ Soil Augumention 

IT] Rehabilitation of drainage 

[K] Equipment and refuse removal 

IT] Mitigate Hazards 

D Other (describe) CJ Other (describe) 
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Attachment B 
•.---...... -~-"!!!"!!---'!!!!~ 
12.JTIMING OF RECLAMATIO • 

clteck 011• 

CD 
CJ 

Mining and reclamation will be done simultaneously 

RecJamation will be done after mining is complete 

State sequence of mining and .reclamation. 

Reclamation activities occ:;ur simultaneously \1/ith the mining operation. 

The operation includes mining and procei!Sing of pwnice. Processing of the pumice lllkes plsce at the main plant and at the 
flotation plant The proposed operation includes ~ing at the portable scn:cning plant. The main processing plant is 
located near the center of the pumice deposit however, it may be relocated at some p0int in time in order to expedite 
reclamation adivities prior to closure of the mine. AB soon u the quanyi?lg operalion:i are terminated in an area, 
reclamation activities are initiated. Reclamation i.aclu.des rec:ontnuring and n:vegetation u stipulated in the reclamation 
plan. 

The answers to questions 28, 29, & JO ARE NOT Your Reclamation Plan!! The Reclamation 
Piao can be written on pageslSand 16 of this application. Additional pages may be used. 

2.!.JFINANClAL ASSURANCE: 

Section 2773.1 of the Sumire Mining and Reclamation Act (SMAR.A) requires that financial asusranees be established 
fur each surface mining operation In ~ reclamation is performed in accordance with the mining operation's 
reclamation plan. The assurance is ID be rc:Yiewed on an annual basis In account for newly disturbed land., reclamation 
p:rfonned, BIid inflation. The n:clamation performed mu be in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. 

Please provide a detailed bl'llllkdown of all cons and calculations in IIJTiving at thi!i required reclamation. This cost 
breakdo~ shaU take intD actaunt the status of the operation for the next )1:al'. It shall truce into aaount aU mining 
performed in the past and through the next yew-, including reclamation (hat has been approved by the lead agency, 

Below are the 51:eps required to calculate financialasswances on a mine reclamation plan. There an: many ostli estimatillg 
manuals available to assist you with your caste cstunates. Any mlllluals used should be refel1!nccd. Data on equipment 
production rates and operating costs an: usually published by the equipment manufadure. Labor rates are also 
published. Substantiation oflabor rates is required, 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

page8 

Describe the TASKS to be performed. 
Identify the EQUIPMENT necessary to complete each task. 
Identify~ requirements for each task. 

Identify MATERIALS needed far each task. 
List Material COSTS. 

Calculate PRODUCTION Rates 
Define UNIT costs. 
MULTIPLY the Unit Costs by Production Rates. 

Calculate M081LIZA TION costs. 

Define MONITOR.ING requirements. 

ADD the costs for all cost items in cost category. 
ADO TOTAL COSTS far all categories. 
Add charges for SUPERVISION, OVERHEAD, CONTINGENCIES. 

Calculate THIRD PARTY CONTRACT COSTS. 

TOTAL all costs to arrive at Total Estimated Reclamation Costs. 
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Attachment B 
RECLAMATION ACTI COSTS: Based on Current Reclamation Costs 

Reclamation Manpower Equipment Material Material 
Activity Required Costs/Hour Required Costs/Hour Required Costs 

Regradin& Quany Operator $24/Hour D9Cat SJ SO/Hour Fuel $489 

s s s 
Rev~etation. Laborer Sl8/Hour s Sc:d $9.600 

s s s 

EQUipment Iron $24/Hour/ 966 E Cat S671Huur Fuel $479 

Removal Workers(Jl Worker s 
Truck $300/Round s 

s TriE $ 

Monitoring s $I801Ro1111d $ 

s TriJ! $ 

$ $ s 
s $ s 
s $ s 

PRDUCTION RATES List Source of Production Rate Data 
Catepillar Prefonnance Handbook, 23rd Edition 

The tasks caJculations listed below may not be enough task! to cover the needed tasklll to reclaim the mine dist11rbantE. 
Use addjtloaal pages to show Ibex calculations. Thill form may not cUYer all types of cakuJatious. If this ii the 

case sbo'IIV these calculations and explain tbe calculations. 
TASK l Regrading Quany Describe Tiwc Reduce south facing wall to 3 to I slope 

.Equipment D9Cat Quantity 94,611 Cubic Yards 

Production Operator Easeof Task Side by Side Grade AdjUSled 
Units/Hour X Efficiencv X Material X EfficienSl'. X Dozing X 20%Down UnilS/Hour 

1,1S0 0.1S 1.7 0.83 1.2 1.4 2044 

Item Item Cost X Ouanity I Rate = Total Cost 

D9Cat SISO/Hour 94,611 2044Cubic $6,900 

Yards/Hour 

Item Item Cost X Quantity "" Total Cost 

Operator Sl4/Hour 46 Hours Sl.104 

Item Item Cost X Quantit~ X Rate = Total Cost 

Fuel .80/gal 46 Hours 13 gal/Hour $479 

TASK2 Revegetation Describe Task 

Item h,v..v t ,..,~ Total Cost 

Seed $192/Al:Ie $7,565 

Item Item Cost X Quanti!I X Rale = T01al Cost 

Labon:r $18/Hour 39.4 Acres 2 Ho~Acre SI,383 
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Attachment B 
Load anlransport Equipment 

. - ~ TASK3 Remov Equipment Describe Task 

[tern Item Cost X Quantitv = Tolal Cost 
Front End Wheel Loader Caterpillllf 966 $67/Hour 41 Hours $2,747 

[tern Item Cost X Quanti~ = Total Cost 
Trucking (Based on Raurui Trips (RT)) $300/RT ?RT $2,lOD 

Item Item Cost X Quanti~ X llem = Total Cost 
Operator/Iron Worker $24/Hour 41 Hours J Workers $2,952 

Item Item Cost X Qlanti!l'. X Rate = Item Cost 
Fuel .80/13al 41 Hours 13~ur S427 

TASK4 Mobilization ~ribeTask D9 Cat Mobiliz.ation 

Item Item Cost X Quanti.~ = Total Cost 
D9Cat $67/How- 8 Hours S536 

Item Item Cost X Quanli~ = Tolal Cost 
Operator S241Hour 8Houn Sl92 

TASKS Mobilization Describe Task Front End Loader Mobilization 

ltem Item Cost X Quanti~ = Tolal Cost 
Front End Wheel Loader Caterpillar 966 $67/Haur 8Hours $536 

Item Item Cost X Quanti~ = Total Cost 
Openltor S24/Hour 8 Hollill Sl\12 

TASK6 Monitoring Describe Task Site Visit 

II.em. Rate X Item Cost X Quanti!l'. = Total Cost 
Monitoring ~Based on Round TriEs @T)) 2 RTs/Year 180/RT 5 Years $536 
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Attachment B 
G.iJ TASK7 Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator Ease of Ta.sic Time 
Equi2ment Units/hr X Efficiency X Ma.terial X Efficiency X round tri~ = hours/unit 

Quanity I (hour.Junit) = hours 

TASKS Describe Task: 

Quanity 

Operator Easeof Task Time 
Equipment Units/hr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X round tri12 = hours/unit 

Quanity I (hours/unit) = hows 

T.ASK9 Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator Easeof Task Time 
Equipment Unit.!ilhr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X roundtrie = hours/unit 

Quanity I (hours/unit) = hours 

TASK JO Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator Easeof Task Time 
Equipment Units/hr X Efficien!?I X Material X EfficieD£I X round triJ2 = hours/unit 

Quanity I (hourwnit) = hours 
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:.. Attachment B 
~TASK Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator Ease of Task Time 
Equipment Unit5/hr X Efficiency X Material X Effi.cie!E'. X round tri:Q = ho~unit 

Quanity / (hours/unit) .. hours 

TASK Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator Ease of Task Time 
Equipment Units/hr X Efficiency X Material X Efficien9: X roundtriJ:! = hours/unit 

Quanity / (bomslunit) = hmm 

TASK Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator E.ase of Task Time 
E9!!!i,ment Units/hr X Efficien9: X Material X Efficien9: X roundtriJ:! = hourwnit 

Quanity / (hours/unit) ""' hours 

TASK Describe Task 

Quanity 

Operator Ease of Task Time 
Equil!ment Units/br X EfficienSl'. X Material X Efficien9: X round triJ:! = hoW3/unit 

Quanity / (hoUISlunit) : hours 
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; ... . Attachment B ... •'· -~-- . . __ -":. ·~·--... . .· -· ,. ~ ~ -•~ .... 
1 ' i:l!JRECLAMATION COST EST 'E SUMMARY SHEET MINING AND MILL G OPERATIONS 

Section 2773. \ of lhe Surl'ace Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) requires that finem:ial 85SUl1lllces 

be established far each. mining operation lo ensw-e 11:Clamat.ion is perfonocd in accordance wilfi the swfece 

mining o~on•s approved reclamation plan. The assurance is to be re\'iewed on an annual basis to ar.count 

for new lands disturbed, inflation, and reclamatiou of lands completed in accordance with the approved 

reclamation plan. 

Please provide ca!cula.tions for the estimate of actual costs of reclamation of your operation based on existiDg 

and/or anticipared distulb8ncc resulting from your operation over the nm year, or for the total disturbance. 

Thesse calculations shDuld show 11. detailed breaddown of cost lo include, but nDt be limited lo the following 

items. 

A. Eanhwork Reamtouring 
Tasks Hours Manpower Equipment Materials 

L Regrading Quany 46 $ 1,104 $ 6,900 $ 479 

2 s s s 
3 Mobilization 8 s 192 s 1,200 s 
4 s $ $ 

.s $ s $ 

6 s s $ 

7 s s s 
8 s $ $ 
9 $ $ s 

Subtotal s 1,296 $ 8.100 $ 479 

8- Revegetation/ Stabilization 
Tasks Hours Manpower Equipment Materials 

1 Rev~e.latioo 100 $ 1,383 $ s 7,564 

2 $ s $ 

3 $ $ $ 

4 s $ $ 

5 s $ $ 
6 s s s 
7 s $ $ 

8 s $ $ 

Subtotal $ 1,383 $ $ 7,.564 

c_ Detoxification/ Disposal of Wastes 
Tasks Hours Manpower Equipment Materials 

l $ $ $ 

2 $ s $ 

3 $ s $ 

4 $ $ $ 
.s s $ s 
6 s $ $ 

Subtotal $ $ $ 
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• Attachment B 
J -- . ' D. Structure Removal 

Tasks Hours Manpower Equipment Materials 

l Remove Equjl!!!!ent 41 s 2,952 s 4,847 $ 427 
2 s s $ 
3 Mobilization 8 s 192 $ 536 $ 
4 s $ s 
5 s $ s 
6 S· $ s 

Subtotal s 3,144 s 5,383 $ 427 

E. Monitoring 
Tasks Hours Manpower Equipment Materials 

l Site Visits (RT) 80 $ 11120 $ 680 $ 
2 s s s 
3 $ s s 
4 $ $ s 
5 s s s 

Subtotal s s $ 

F. Total $ 6,943 s 14.163 $ 8,470 

G. Cumulative Total s 29,576 

H. Contingency ( LO%) s 2,957 

I. I:nsuraoce (on site Liability)(l.5%) $ 443 

J. Contract A.dm.inistration (15%) s 4,436 

K. Bond (performance & payment)( 1.5%) $ 443 

L. Profit (10%) 2,957 

M GRAND10TAL 
Is 40,8121 

• All Rfl:lamalion Costs an:: to be calculated as third party conlna:ts. The County will put n:damation contnic\s olll to bid 

in c.ase of opcrntor default Ifynu seeJc II bond reduction based upon your own "in house" equipment 1111d personnel 
5Ubmit a seam.cl cost imaly&.is and a wri.ttten I!.guesI for the rcductian to the County . 

.l2,j'I'YPf: OF FINANCIAL ASSURANCE~ (check one): 

0 Surety Bond □ Go\iemment Agency 

□ Irrevocable Letter of Credit NOI'E: Inyo County bas County approved forms for each of the 

□ 
following tn,es of financial assurances. 

Trust Funds (Cash Certificate of Deposit) Financial assurances must be on Lhe County approved 
form. Contact the County for the correct form. 
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Attachment B 

22.JRECLA.\4A TION PLAN: s questJon should be answered after question J l is answered.) 
Use this space lo write your reclamation plan. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

Current Status 

Pumi~ mining and reclamation activities occut simultaneously, as J),'.lrt of the nonnal operating procedures at the 
Pacific Custom Matt.iials Pumice Mine. The mine has an estimated remaining life often years. Once the pumice 
supply is depleted, no other mining is planned. Currently, approximately 11 acres or disturbed land have been 
regraded and reseeded. Current reclamation rates exceed the reclamation rare of two acres per year stipulaled in 
Conditional Use Permit II 93~5. The proposed final contour map submitted as part of this Surfac.e Mining 
Reclamation Plan Application identifies areas already reclaimed, e.n:ns to 'oc rc:claimed, and the timing of 
reclamation. 

Upon completion of al! mining and processing op~ations any disturbed areas that have not been previously 
reclaimed will be reclaimed in accordance with an approved Surface Mining Reclamation Plan 

l 
Mining and Proceuing Operalion1 .1• I I 

• I 

The existing and proposed operations include mining and processing of pumice. .,,. ,. 

Muting of pumice requires the removal of topsoil and overbW'den; however minimal topsoil is present lf presenL, 
topsoil and overbll!"den arc removed and stockpiled for reclamation. Existing vertical cuts vary in height from 20 
feet to 70 feet and pose little danger of collapse unless further undercutting were to occur At present there is no 
need to facilitate further cutting due to the locat1on of the pwnice. The proposed IIUL'<llnwn dep!h of mining is 60 
feet. 

A do1.er is utilized to rip lhe pumice deposit and a front-end wheel loader picks up and hauls lhe pumice to the 
mai.n plant. However, PCM is proposing to haul the pumice to the por1able screening area prior to hauling lhe 
pumice to the main plant. At the portable screening plant, lhe pumice will be initially screened tll reduce 
production of out--0f- specification material. This process will also result 1J1 a beneficial environmental impact, as 
the quantity of fines being processed and/or transported, which may contribute to either process or lbgili ve 
particulate emissions, will 'oc significantly reduced. 

From lhe portable screening plant pumice would then be hauled to lhe main plant. Priroa,y proce~ing of the 
pumice currently tlkes place and would continue to lake place at lhe main plant and flotation planl Processing 
includes crushing, screening, and Oot.ition. Fines and coarse aggregates are stoclcpilcd for present and future 
reclamation. The main processing and tlomlion plants are cuITC11tly loc.ited nem lhe cc:nter of lhe pumice deposit. 
However, the main plant may be relocated at somi: point in time in order to e)(pcdite reclamation activities prior to 
closure of the mine. The portable scn.-enlng plt1J1t will be located near the miumg activity. 

Reclamation 

Upon completion of quarrying operations in a given area. reclamation activities begin. Areas of disturbance are 
scarified. Stockpiled fines are used as backfill; a coarse aggregate is placed over the finer material to mirnmlze""" 
wind erosion and fugitive dust em1ss1ons. If available, overburden and/or topsoil are to be used as fUlal cover / 
rruicerials to enhance revegetation efforts. 

After disturbed areas have been recontoun:d and the coarse aggregate has been applied, a seed mixture is 
broadcast over the disturbed area. The seed mixture i~ comprised of the following native s2ecies ( common 
names): 

□ Indian Rjcegrass 
□ Desert Globemallow 
t:J-.Red-Oro• ue--Grass t--

0 Cheesebush I .:... ,.,. 
D Fo\ll'Ning Saltbush .,- ·:· • 

,_.,, , ./i. --;,,(~ : 

_,...,-"'.. ., ... c 
, r • 
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. . Attachment B 
-- . ' 

l22.JCONTINUA TION OF RECL ATION PLAN: 
Continue writing the reclamation plan on this page and :idditional pages to write your reclamation plan. 

. ,.~ I ,... 

·J Desert Spinach r ;{ .:( ,7 )(\~._I' .l v 

;J Burrobush t.r.' . rrt ' ~ 4- I.Ir' " ,$",C t 
1J Shudscale ,._,, \ 17\ \j / <Jb,.- J,\;, 
~ Creosote ,;, / ,- . ~ . 1~ 

iJ Desert Senna. ' \" o<~/ 'v(X.., / ~ • 
Disking is not applicable for seed application pw-poses; fine~ would be exposed to wind erosion. Application by hand is a 
more suitable method for applying Ute seed mixture ID the disrurbed area. Seed 

will be applied by a person standmg upwind of the disturbed area during mo<li:rate wind conditions. Seeds will fall 
lx:tween the coarser materials and be protected from Uie wind. 

Planting will occur Crom October through November, as most of the seeds require cold stratification. Grasses will 
gl!TT!linate in early spring. Germination of shrubs will follow as tonpenturcs in the spring increase. This process will be 
employed for ongoing as well as closure reclamation efforts. Test plots have been established, in addition to the areas 

reclaimed as part of Uie phased reclamation program, to monitor revegctation techniques. "' ,01~,;, 1 . ,A ~-<., 
(f\>·:.. ) ll .. _,;,. ,j <>-- ) ,., .. ~"-J -:;, ~ r 

Opcrat111g procedures prohibit any activities in an area once the area has been seeded. This maximizes revegelation e!Torts 
and helps minimize fugitive emissions. 

The pwnic.e material when wet crusts over and docs not blow in the wind; however, reclamation activities include 
monitoring for erosion. If erosion 1s evident. additional rcvcgeuilion and other drninoge control measure.'! can be employed 
to mmLmize erosion. 

Upon completion of all mirong activities the quany will be regraded. The souUtwesl facing headwall I.Viii be reduced to a 
3 to I slope. This will be accomplished by pushing material offlhe high wall from above with a D9 Dozer. The southwest ~ , ,:,e.,; 
side of the main stockpile will be rowided off. Material will be: pused down nnd used as fill for the lower levels. 
Remaining disturbed lll'CIIS will be regraded in ac.:orda.nce with the approved final contour map. The existing contour mnp 

'J and proposed final contour map have been submitted as part of this Surface Mining Reclamation Plan Application. 

RcmonJ of Equipment 

There are no permllllent structures located on the property, with the exception of pre-<:ast concrete blocks supporting the 
portable truck scale. All other equipment whether cum:ntly in us.e or proposed is temporary. The cLJITent reclamation plan 

requires that atl structll(es, equipment, founcl.:itions, pipelines, trash, and debris be removed Crom the site within three 
months of closure. 

Once the truck scale has been removed from the pre-ca5t concrete blocks, the pre..:ast concrete blocks ,,..;u be dismantled 
and removed from Ute site. The blocks will either be used al another facility or recycled. 

All processing equipment will be loaded on trucks with a front<nd wheel loader and transported to either another facility 
or to a metal recycling facility in Bakcnfield, California. 

The area will be inspected to ensure all materials, equipment, trash, and debris (lfe removed 0-om the property 

Monitoring 

Upon completion of mining and reclamation activities, monitoring v.ill be perfonned once every six, months to ensure the 
success of n:clamution efforts. 
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Attachment B 

ILITY 

I, Jim Milam , the undersigned representing (the) Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. 

(mysel£'company/comoration) legal holder of the possessory interest, mineral and/ surface rights 

to the property common! y known as Pacific Custom Materials Pumice Mine located in 
---------""""-.;.;....----'---""--------

Township 20 South Range 3 7 East Section(s) ___ l ___ (SBBM OR MDBM) 
circle OQC 

do, hereby, acknowledge to abide by the reclamation plan submitted with the opplication_ 

Date: 

er Signature 

dl-J ()- 79 

Individual Acknowledgment: 

See Attached 

Corporation Acknowledgment: 
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Attachment B • ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·-·~·-·~·-· -·7 
• State of California } • 

f County of contra costa ss. f 
i On February 20, 1998 before me, Julia D. Hoffman, Notary Public , i 

(DATE) (NDTARY) 

i personally appeared Jim Milam •, 
' SlONl!R[ S) i 0 personally known to me - OR- D proved to me on the basis of satisfactory i 
• evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) • 
f is/are subscribed to the 1?1ithin instrument and f 
• acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed • 
f the same in his/her/their authorized f 

I

• capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their A 
signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), I 

t
• or the entity upon behalf of which the • 

person(s) acted, executed the instrument. I 
• • 

t -----~ I 

'

• i·· 'J'u'uA o'. HOFF.iAN C ·~ WI
1
"NESS my band and offwial seal. ·, 

- Comm. I 1173377 ,,, 

1 6 I) 
• Ill NOTARY PIJSLIC•CAUFORNIA ~ ~ / • 

' 

, Contra Cotta County .,. " 1,.. - A 
'f My Cornm, hpirtl h&. tl,2002, ' O' 'V' .... .,. l ' • i/ NOTARY'S SIONA 1RE ■ 

t ■------------ Jt Ha D. Hofman I I 
t
• OPTIONAL INFORMATION • 

The information below is not required by law. However, it could prevent fraudulent attachment of this acknowl-
•, edgme11t to an unauthorized document. 

CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER (PRINCIPAL) DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT 
• 
t D INDIVIDUAL 

oc) CORPORATE OFA.CER 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

Regional O,perations Manager 

0 PARTNER(S) 

D ATTORNEY-IN-FACT 

0 TRUSTEE(S) 

0 GUARDIAN/CONSER VA TOR 

0 OTHER: 

Notification of Responsibility 
TITLE OR TYPE OF DOCUMENT 

1 
NUMBER OF PAGES 

February 20, 1998 
DATE OF DOCUMENT 

OTHER 

i SIGNER IS REPRESENTING: RIGHTTHUMBPRINT i i l'IAME OF PEICiON(S) OR ENTITY(les) OF i 
f SIGNER ! 
• Pacific CUstcm M:iterials, Inc. ~ 

L·-·-•....:l'-""'""~~~'J~-a-,="1 -,,~ ~d,x;-,,_--,... ~ •C=- ~•c'<' Z,,•,; .-C-Z:.! ~ -: ,;.>,:,,._ •~l;..~-~-r~-=---•-, <1-~-. ~...,-, .-) ,-,:-,:-_ ,-. . -,--_~__.•~ 
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• .: ·.;--------.............. ~--,j ,_ .• ,_ . . APPLICANTS CERTIFICA F Fil.lNG; {Legal owner of the property m gn) 

NOTE: If more than one person is involved in the ownership. of the property or mineral rights a separate 
page n:iust be au.ached to this application which lists the names and addresses of all persons having 
intereS1 in the ownership of th£ property or mineral rights. 

All applicants for surface mining reclamation plans who are not also the recorded owner(s) of the 
property must submit a signed statement by the property/mineral rights owner(s) authorizing them 
to act on their behalf. 

I certify under penalty of perjury that I am the owner of record, or as noted below and the owner of record 
has knowledge of and consents to the proposed surface mining reclamation plan application for this property 
I further certify that the information contained is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

E.\CII SIG\ .-\Tl RF BELO\\ ~EEDS TO BE '\OT.-\RIZE0 

!J;L,. nl.\ £'L 3/ul9c 
Signature q- Date 

Owner of Possessory interest or Mineral R,jghts 

Address 

Individual or Corporate Acknowledgment: 

Legal Owner(s) (all individual owners must sign as their 
names appear on the deed to the land) 

Address 

Individual or Corporate Acknowledgment: 

page 18 9112/96 
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CALIFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I 

' 

I · 

I · 

I 

Place N<JtatY Sea I Abcve 

~persooally known to me 
D proved to me on the basis of satisfactory 
evidence 

to be the person~ whose name(jl1 is/;ye 
subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that -Re/she/tt,ey executed 
the same in Ris/her/tl'tre;f authorized 
capacity(ie&), and that by MS/her/t-Re¼r 
signaturer,, on the instrument the person~. or 
the entity upon behalf ot which the person(i) 
acted, executed the instrument. ~= official seal. 

Jlmlt\. 
Slgnalute al Notary Public 

OPTIONAL----------
Thougn tfle information below is not reqvired by law, it may prove valuable to persons relying on tfle document 

and could prevent fraudulent removal and reattachment of this form to anotfler document. 

Description of Attached Document 
ntleorTypeofDocument: A5\.H~ C£e;t16cA1'ia\J er fiu~ 

O~~ cF Pc~6rt.'{ \~::.I ~ ~ OwtJE1-C 
Document Date: ________________ Number of Pages: ___ \ ___ _ 

Signer(s) Other Than Named Above: _____________________ _ 

Capacity(les) Claimed by Signer 
Signer's Name: ______________________ _ 
□ Individual 
□ Corporate Officer - Title(s): 
0 Partner - O Limited □ General 
□ Attorney in Fact 
0 Trustee 
□ Guardian or Conservator 

; . -
Top ot thumb here 

0 1997 Nalional N01ary A$!1ocialian • ~350 □• Scio A•• , P.O. Bo, 2402 • Cha"""a~~. CA 91313-2402 Pnod, No. 5901 Roord•~ Call Toll•F••· 1-800·876·6827 
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33-140-01 

33-200-02 

33-200-28 

33-200-31 

33-200-32 

33-200-34 

33-200-35 

33-200-37 

33-200-40 

• Attachment B • 
NAMES & ADDRESSES OF OWNERS 

WITHIN 300' OF 33-200-01 
OWNER: Ely Trust 

LESSEE: Pacific Custom Material, Inc 
REQUESTED BY: Bob Booher, Danali Inc 

State of California State Lands Division 
1807 13th St, Sacramento CA 95814 

John. Stewart 
2616 Martha, Torrance CA 90501 

Billy E & Marguerite M Foster 
212 E Quincy, Pittsburg KS 66762 

Incardinated Priests of Diocese of Fresno 
Priestly Form Program Diocese of Fresno 
Attn: Property Dept 
1550 N Fresno St, Fresno CA 93703 

Incardinated Priests of Diocese of Fresno 
Priestl)' Form Program Diocese of Fresno 
Attn: Property Dept 
1550 N Fresno St, Fresno CA 93703 

Ely Trust 
Wilma E Ely, Trustee 
777 Charlotte Ln, Santa Barbara CA 93105 

Ely Trust 
Wilma E Ely, Trustee 
777 Charlotte Ln, Santa Barbara CA 93105 

Ely Trust 
Wilma E Ely, Trustee 
777 Charlotte Ln, Santa Barbara CA 93105 

United States of America Bureau of Land Management 
2800 Cottage Way-E2807, Sacramento CA 95825 

Prepared by Lorena Miller 
Supervisor-Fiscal Services 

November 6, 1997 
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STATE OF CWJFORNIA-n1E AESOURC~S AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFG ?~3.5a (8·91) .,.. : ~) 

LeadAgency:.Th L·I O ( 0 rl {( ill r1 ! , 1 l,,, 

21401 
Date: t, -2./ -'14 

_.;:_:_i:...;·""'-'-....:..-.:....;1.....;..:;/)~----·--------- Document No.; _____ _ 

Project Tltle.,~...:~~--'-,,.~· ....:4~.....l!~L-....1.....,:__.:::::.... __ .._.,.. __________ .,..,..,,....,....,---,--------::-

Proj11et Appllcant Name: l 11,,1, / 1! _ r-(L /... J\ f ~ Pflone u ~$1?-,5/ C,,() 

ProjeetApplicantArJdfess1./'2 A) (!/414t, q ',l,~ 5~o/, {r/trzda.k C/ I ;203 
Proj,et Applicant (check appropriata bo,i): Local Public ¾}ency O Sch~ol o:atrlct O Other Special Dislllcl 0 

State Agency D Prlv.ite Enti~ • 
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 
( ) Environmental lmpac1 Report 

_..~ Neginive Declaration . • 
$850.00 s 

$1,250.00 s 12.-5{), cCJ 
( ) Applfcation Fee Water Diversion (Staie Wlltllr Resouit:es Contrcl Board Only) 
( ) Projects Subject to Certified Regulatory Prtigrams 

)() County Administrative Fae 

$850.00 s 
$850.00 s 
$25.00 $ _,.,, 1-::,, t-- 1 1 

r ( ) Pro]&et that is exempt from fees / .,-,. _
1 

,.- -~-- ( ) 

/
1
• , TOTAL RECEIVED,, IS ·:• I-> U • 

I . r . .,-1.••;, . ,J '~_/7,, ./,.J (/ . .- .,, , ..... ·r 'I .1.u ,-· Signatur& and tit/Et ofpenJOn l'flCEJiving paymellt: ,_ r,r a.~ . '" 1-.•. - ~ I , , • _ .. 

FIRST COPY-Rn!ECT APPUCAN'T SECXlNO COF"l'-DFG/FASB 

PACIFIC NATURAL AGGAAGATE CO. 
CJfl Rff rJO. YQU/l IN;!JOICE NO. INVOICE DATE 

C) & l f'J INVOICE AMOUNT AMOUNT PAID 

4.79 N 05/19/94 

DISCOUNT TAKEN 

1,275.00 1,275.00 .oo 
Check total 

-----ll2. {[ ~ ~-:~v:.:: r ;:;_· 7..,~, ..;_:;> 

JUN 2 0 1994 

•j PETER 
C~UCK 

t CURTIS 
SANDY 
EARL 

1,275.00 
1,275.00 

/~/; 

~ Cll ,ci..;.ur~ i:Jfi'r. 
FILE /Y("/i«-r.-,,,,_ -



Attachment B 

To: xx Office of Planning and Resean:h 
1400 Tenth S1reet, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814' 

From: (Public Agency) Inyo County Planning 

Denartment. P. 0. Drawer "L", IndependencE 

Ca. 93526 
(Addru.t/ 

xx County Clerk Inyo 
Coumy of ___________ _ CD 

JUN 21 1994 

l!!IE\fl::r(L Y J. nAr<~Y 

Subject: ~UTY 

~

OIJ"jl)'- ~~SRI'\ 

Fmng of Notice of Determination In compliance with Section 21108 2 ~ of the Public Resources Code. 

Reclamation Planffo93-4 and Conditional Use Permit 4f93-5 I Pacific Lightweight 
Project Title ~4: Pl1,0F,c. N~/u~l. ~--tt,lf-TE c;.,,;,My - f'£K Products 

93052039 
Siat.e Cle:iringhouse Number 
(If subm.i1mi ui Cluringhoust) 

Curtis E. Kellogg 
Lead Agency 

Contac1 Person 

619-878-0263 

Area Code/relephone/Extension 

Two miles south of the community of Olancha~ 5 1/2 mi. east on Cactu~ Flats 
Project Location (include councy) Road in the Upper Centenial Flat are.a, Cos o Range, Inyo 

Project Description: County • 
Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit for an existing open pit pumice 

mine. 

This is 1.0 advise uw the Inyo Co. P Lanning Comm.is s ion 
Q Lu.d Agc:nq O iwpcn.11.ble Ages><:y 

has appro"ted the above described project on 

March 23, 1994 
(D,w:) 

and has made the fallowing determinations regarding the above described project:: 

l. Tne proji:xt [DwiU !25'will not] have a signifu:::ant effect on the environment. 

2. O An Environmc:mal Impact Repon was prepazul £or Ihis project pursuant 10 the provisions of CEQA. 

~ A Negative Decia.raJ.ion was prepared for this project p~uant lO the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Miliga:ion m~ures (Q111e~ }S)vc:Ie not] made a condir.ion of the approval of lhe project. 

4. A swcmcnt of Overriding Considc:racions (Owas "'¢was not} ad.cpl.Cd for this project. 

5. Fmdings ~em □were noel made pUISUBllt to the provisions of CEQA. 

Neg. Dec. 
This is 10 certify that the fi Emwitll comments and respo1~wa-i:1~!Cffid of project approval is available t0 the General Public ai.: 

20, 1994 Associate Planner 
Date Title 

D::u.e received for filing at OPR: 
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COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Drawer L, Indcp,!ndence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712 

Peter Chamberiin, Director of Planning 

State of California 
Department of Conservation 
Office of Mine Reclamation 
801 "K" Street 
Mail Stop 09-06 
Sacramento, Ca. 95814-3529 

March 24, 1994 

RE: 
RECLAMATION PLAN #93~4 I PACIFIC UGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 
PRODUCTS 

Dear Sirs: 

Attached please find a copy of the Notice of Decision dated March 24, 1994 outling the 
conditions of approval for Reclamation Plan #93--4 / Pacific Lightweight Products and 
ConditionaJ Use Pennit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products. Also attached is a copy of 
the reclamation plan approved by the Inyo County Planning Commission on March 23, 
1994. 

Pursuant to Section 2774 (d.) of the Surface ?t.fining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) our 
responses to the DMG letter addressing the above projects are included within the body of 
the Staff Report presented to the Commission and have also been listed below: 

DMSION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY COMMENTS: 

The following ue the DMG r::omments and the County's responses: 

1 



Attach men! B 

DMG Comment {June 21, 1993): 

SM.\RA Section 2712 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated depth of mining be 
indicated on the reclamation plan, It was difficult to ascertain the depth of mining in 
reviewing the reclamation pJan, We rerommend that the depth of mining be clearly 
stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark: that can be referenced in the fielo fur 
compiiance monitoring. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. The depth of mining has been indicated in the information 
supplied to us by Pacific Lightweight Products, specifically in the reclamation application, 
Forty feet is the maximum mining depth. 

2. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2772 (f) requires that the reclamation plan describe the surface 
mining operation and provide a time schedule for completion of each segment of mining 
so that reclamation can be initiated at the earliest possible time on those portions of rhe 
mined lands that will not be subject to further disturbance by the surfaet:: mining 
operation. The reclamation plan mentions phased reclamation occurring over the next ten 
yea.rs. A specific plan describing the proposed phased reclamation should be preser..ted, 
and depicted on the site plans. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs.,. This has been answered in the reclamation plan. 

3. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Sections 2772 (i,) states that the reclamation plan shall include an assessment 
of the effect of reclamation on future mining at the site. A short statement assessing the 
potential for future mining at the site tbllowing reclamation should be added to the 
reclamation plan. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs:. This is a pumice mine. The applicant plans to mine the pumice and 
reclaim. Nothing will be mined atle,wards. This area is in the OS-40 (Open Spa<e) zone, 
The nature of this pit would not preclude another mine operating in the same pit or 
adjacent to this pit. The pumice is on the surface. Mining pumice will continue until it fa 
uneconomical and not feasible to mine. If, at a later date. it becomes feasible then mining 
could continue. 

2 
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4. DMG Comment (June 21, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2773. l requires that financial assurances be required of a surface 
miniog operations to guarantee site reclamation; the financial assurances be payable to 
the SM.ARA lead agency and :he State Geologist; that the financial assurances be 
submitted to the state geoiogist for review and comment; and that lead agencies annually 
inspect mining operations to determine SMAR.J\. compliance. We recommend that 
financial assurances be included to cover the cost of revegetation the site should natura.: 
vegetation fail to meet the performance standards. 

It1yo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs, Financial assurances will be tiled at the time ofapproval as 
required in SMARA The calculations are sho,;,n in the Plan. This is a planned, phased 
reclamation operation. No financial assurances will be released until reclamation is 
deemed a success. Success is defined in the reclamation plan. 

5. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR section 3502 (b)(1) requires that the reclamation plan include a description of the 
environmental setting of the mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for the 
follo\\'lng three reasons: l) to document baseline conditions., 2) to aid in developmenr 
and evaluation ofan appropriate revegetation plan. and 3) to evaluate purported mining 
and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat. 

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the biotic setting of the site will be 
necessary to adequately establish baseline conditions of the site. This quantitative 
evaluation should include percent CO\ler or density. and diversity measurements for 
each. of the vegetation types that 'Will ttnaturally" recolonize the reclaimed landforms. 

Also, prior to My site disturbance, the purported lack of impacts to sensitive. rare, 
threatened, and endangered plants and animais should be verified. The revegetation of 
the Slte should be designed to help 1essen impacts to unique species. Without the 
knowledge of which species occur on the site, the rev-egetation design can.not target 
those ~pecies. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County cort(;utS, This is i11eluded in the Reclarr.ation Plan. The site is disturbed, so 
any prior requirements can not be met.. Knowledge of the plant species is known. 
Photographs have been tak:.ert Any description of the mine is not as adequate as a first 
hand look. It ls suggested that a visit to tile mine be conducted by anyone commen'.:ing 
on the adequacy of the mine reclamation plan. Many things could and would have been 
done differently if the disturbance had not already occurred. 

3 
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The adjacent land will be used as a comparison to address when revegetation will be 
considered a success. The sh:ape reclaimed land will conform to the existing landforms 
around the site. Comparison will be done photographically, 

6. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3705 (a) requires that vegetative cover or density, and species-richness 
sufficient to stabilize the surface against effects oflong-term erosion and be similar to 
naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area. The vegetative density. cover, and 
species richness of naturally occurring habitats should be documented in baseline 
studies carried out prior to initiation of mining. We reco!'n01end that the reclamation plan 
be amended to include the aforementioned baseline studies. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County does not concur. The base line srudies cannot be done because the land has 
already been disturbed. Comparison cart occur only with the surrounding area which ts 

similar v.ith the mined land. This has be done via photographs and will continue to be 
done on an on-going basis. The mined material has a unique feature that once rained 
upon, the surface seals itself and no "'ind erosion wili occur. 

Vegetative density wiil be required to .;;:onfirm reclamation success. However, the 
County will not require complete vegetative density. This statement is some what 
vague, because we have not determined the vegetative cover needed to deem reclamat:icn 
a success. 

7. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3703 (a) requires that all sensitive species be conserved or mitigated. 
The reclamation plan does not qualify the statement that '"there is no known endangered, 
threatened or sensitive vegetation i:l the surrounding area". We re¢Ommend that the 
soUrce of this statement be identified, and that a survey methods and results be detailed 
in the reclamation plan. 

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base reports that 
Ripley's cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi), a CNPS List 2 planr. ocourring near the 
project Vicini!}', We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by surveys 
conducted at the appropriate time of the year l)y a qualified botanist. We also 
recommend that an infonnai consultation be conducted -with the Department of Fish and 
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that rr..ay be impacted within the 
project boundaries. 

Inyo County Response: 

4 



Attachment B 

Inyo County concurs, The only sensitive plant species located near the site is 
Cymoptffll:S ripleyi. The 50.4 acres are already disturbed, There is no vegetation on the 
disturbed site. Therefore, no vegetative studies need be conducted on an already 
Cleared area. The absence of species need not be verified by a qualified botanist 
because there are no plants on the land in question. The intent is to reclaim the area once 
mining is complete. 

The endangered species "Cymopterus ripleyi" has been found within one mile of this 
mine sire. lfthe species was once on the site, no amount of study by a qualified botalUst 
will bring the plane back. It is counter productive to study something after the fa:::t This 
plant is reported in the roadway and appears to be in abundance near the site It is 
assumed that when the mine ls reclaimed the plant will repopulate the mine site. 

8, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3503 (c) states that all reasonable measures be taken to protect the habitat of 
fish and \vildlife and CCR Section 3 702 {b) states that wildlife habitat be at !east as 
good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures for habitat restoration be 
developed should natural revegetation of the project site not insure after cessation of 
mining. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. This is a phased reclamation pJan. After each two acre piot is 
revegetated, monitoring wiil be done to insure that revegetarion is a .success. Financial 
assurances will be retained until reclamation is deemed a success. The land will have the 
same characteristics as the undisturbed area. It is assumed that fauna will reuse the site 
when reclamation is complete, 

9. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan establish site.specific 
aitecia for evaluation compliance with the approved reclamation plan, incJuding 
sediment and erosion control. The erosion control measures described in the 
reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading slopes and placing coarse 
aggregate over finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion 
control measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or drainage swales. We 
recommend that the reclamation plan include and erosion control monitoring plan, and 
provide a contingency plan that will be set into place to augment the proposed erosion 
control measures (see item #10), if erosion is evident during annual inspections. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. SMARA requires site specific criteria for reclamation. Th.is is 
what has been done at the site. The slope and drainage will be similar to the pre-milling 
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slopes. The type of material on site, pumice, when wet crusts over and will not blow in 
the wind. The yearly two acre reclamation plots 'Wilt act as test plots to insure 
successful redamation of the plant site. If revegetation needs to take place it will be 
done. 

If erosion is evident during anru.ial inspections, additional measures wiU be taken to 
control it. This can include revegetation, and other drainage control measures to insure 
erosion is minimized. The criteria to judge success has been written inro the reclamation 
plan. 

10. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2772 (h)(2) requires streambanks and stream beds be rehabilitated in the 
manner that will minimize erosion. According to the reclamation plan, the original 
drlllnage hat transected a portion of the site will be reestablished, and coarse aggregate 
will be fa.id down over the finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The 
reclamation plan needs to describe in greater detail how the drainage will be protected 
from water erosion. We recommend that sufficiently sized coarse aggregate be applied to 
the drainage area to insure that drainage is protected from water erosion, 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs, Ifit is seen that coanscr aggregate is required to be placed in 
drainages. 

Jl. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Se<:tion 3 711 establishes mandatory standards for topsoil salvage, maintenance. 
and redistribution. The reclamation plan does not discuss topsoil management. For 
e"8mple, the reclamation plan states that "re,.vegetation occurs naturally in areas of 
inactivity." The seeds, microbial organisms, and organic matter fuund in the upper six 
inches of gfowth media constitute a significant resource when used in arid land 
reclamation. Successful revegetation of the site may not be possibJe without this 
resource. We recommend that the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and 
reapplied during reclamation. We also recommend that the reclamation plan be 
amended to address the :five subsections set forth in this section, 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. However, the nature of the site preludes such measures. The 
reclamation plan is being filed after the fact. The land bas aiready been disturbed. It is 
impossible to stockpile the upper six inches of growth media because it is already lost. 
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The site has already been disturbed and no top soil is available. The pumice is very close 
to, if not on the surface. Plants grow on the pumice. The pumice retains water when it 
rains, so therefofe, natural revegetation will take place, at a slow rate. 

12. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Sections 2773 (a) requires that the reclamation plan establish ,.site •specific 
criteria for evaluating compliance v.ith the approved reclamation plan. including 
topography. revegetation, and sediment and erosion control. 11 The reclamation plan 
does not identify the criteria by which the success of the revegetation of the site v.rili be 
judge. We highiy recommend that minimum standards be developed by the operator in 
conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For example, the standard should 
specifically state the amount of vegetative cover or density, and diversity to be obtained 
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 3705 (m) requires that these 
standards and sampling methods be set forth in the reclamation plan. For revegetation 
elements., monitoring should be done for a minimum of five years following 
impJementation, Monitoring should be done on an annual basis with reports submitted to 
the lead agency and DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability and 
success of the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas to baseline conditions and 
performance standards. and suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size 
should provide 80 percent confidence level, as a minimum. The review of the reports by 
agency personnel shouid allow for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or 
revegetation techniques. 

Inyo County Resporu!e: 

Inyo County concurs. This has been done. The '1est" plots will be the yearly two acres 
reclaimed each year, Criteria for successful reclamation will be included in the 
reclamation standar~ 

13. DMG Comment (June 2:Z. 1993): 

CCR Section 3705 (b) requires test plots to be oonducced simultaneously with mining to 
determine the most appropriate pianting procedures. We recommend that test plots be 
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of the site, Test plots could 
ascertain the amount of vegetative cover density, and diversity attained over time to 
determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in meeting the success criteria or minimum 
standards, 

Inyo County Respo~. 

lnyo County concurs. The two acre per year reclamation phased program ~ill work 
very well as test plots, 
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General Inyo County Comments on Mines and Geology Comments: 

General comments. Department of Mines and Geology should visit sites prior to making 
specific comments. The operator of this mine has been helpful ;n completing the 
application for a new reclamation plan. The application and information given us was the 
most complete and accurate. 

Each mine in Inyo County is site specific. Each mine needs to be visited and a site 
inspection is required before any comments can be made on the application. Inyo County 
has an unlimited number of microclimates, geologic, and biotic features that makes 
these visits necessary. The same standards can not be applied to numerous mines. 
Standards needed to meet the requirements of SMARA will be met in all cases. 

We hope the data and attached information will satisfy the requirements of SMARA. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Chamberlin 
Planning Director 

.·· -; l_Y)--
~•EKeUogg 

Associate Planner 

Attachments: 

CEK/cek 

Notice of Decision 
Rec. Plan #93-4 / CUP #93-5 
Planning Department Staff Report 
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March 24, 1994 

Mr. Leonard Hobbs 

Attachment B 

COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712 

Peter Chamberlin, Director of Planning 

Director of Technical Services 
Pacific Lightweight Products Company 
715 North Central Avenue 
Suite #101 
Glendale, Ca. 91203 

RE: 
RECLAMATION PLAN #9>-4 i PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

CONDffiONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 
PRODUCTS 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

On March 23, 1994 the Inyo County Planning Commission held a public hearing to 
consider your Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Pennit Application (RP #93-4 and 
CUP#93-5). the reclamation plan covers property located in Inyo County approximately 
two miles south of the community of Olan cha., and five and half miles east on Cactus 
Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains in 
southern Inyo County [Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections I and 12, M.D,M. & 
M.]. The property consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). 
The project is a Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit pwnice mine. 
The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator 
has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The applicant 
wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acre~. All the disturbed land is 
Zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum). 
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The mined puntice is crushed. screened and then transported to the NewhaU area in 
Southern California for further processing. T:le pumice removed from the site will be 
used in producing lightweight concrete. 

At that meeting, the Commission adopted the JS"egative Declaration ofEnvimnmental 
Impact thus certifying the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act had been 
satisfied. The Commission also found that both the reclamation plan and conditional use 
permit conforms and meets the requirements of Inyo County Code and SMARA. 

The Commission further approved Reclamation Plan #934 and Conditional Use Permit 
#Jn~5 subject conditions listed below: 

CONDITTONAL USE PERMIT CONDffiONS OF APPROVAL: 

l. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50A acres) shall require the 
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and ConditionaJ Use Permit by 
Inyo County Planning Department. 

2. This reclamation plan and conditional use permit shall become void unless the use is 
established on construction n~wy to its establishment is not conwenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the 
Planning Commission. 

3. Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Board emissions 
requirements as outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin. 

4. Upon approval,, two acres per year shaJl be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation 
plan. The first years aereage shall be dl'Vided into two one acre segments. One segment 
shall let natural vegetation take ove,- while the ,econd -t shall be reseeded with 
the appropriate seeds to give 80% of the surrounding plant density and 80°/4 species 
diversity. At the time of this planti!ll, a good watering shall be conducted on both plots. 
This shaU be done at the appropriate time of the year. This site shall be monitored 
every six months to insure succesSa, At the same time provisions shall be installed to 
discouraae noxious weeds from gaining a fuothold on the site. 

5. If noxious weeds appear, immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such 
plants. This may consist of any method deemed appropriate that does not affect the 
desired plants. 

6. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildJife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because 
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code req_uires the payment ofSl,250.00 fee before this 
project becomes "operative, vested. or finaJ"'. The potential impact is greater than "de 
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minimus" standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling 
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Detennination is filed by the 
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit 
approval) 

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Pennit #93-5, the applicant shall 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and 
employees to attack. set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory 
agencies, its appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Conditional Use Permit #93-
5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense. 

8. Development shall be in substantial confonnance with the submitted application 

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDffiONS OF APPROVAL: 

1. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall require the 
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by 
Inyo County Planning Department. 

2. This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall become void unless the use 
is established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the 
Planning Commission. 

J. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall occur 
to the extent that is indicated by the one acre test plots conducted the first year of 
reclamation. One will be reseeded the other will not. The viability of these two plots 
will dictate the planting on the remainder of the site. It is understood that the reseeded 
plot should have better performance than the unseeded plot, however, criteria should be 
obtained to show the whether the value of reseeding is substantially better than natural 
reseeding. Maybe less reseeding is necessary. 

4. Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity in phased reclamation 
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for 
revegetation, and a reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the 
revegetation. Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of 
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches 60% of 
the undisturbed ground. 

5. The seed mix shall he of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area. 

6. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas 
disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by previous mining management practices. If 
the operations intrude into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour 
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Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the reclamation plan, a new appraisal of 
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation .. 

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will shape the land so 
that it is consistent with the prudent watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the 
arid climate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and erosion control is not 
anticipated to be a problem. All existing drainage courses shall be left open and all 
grading will maintain the drainage of the area. All pre-mining drainage courses will 
be restored within three months of closure and such reclamation shall not promote 
accelerated soil erosion. 

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in 
the area of operations. 

9. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris shall be 
removed from the site within three months of closure. 

10. Financial assurances in the sum of $30,000.00 in the form of a surety bond, 
irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or certificate of deposit shall be posted with the Inyo 
County Planning Department. Said financial assurances shall be made payable to the 
County of Inyo and the California Director of Conservation. 

11. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Planning Department 
accepting responsibility for reclaiming the lands as per the conditions specified herein 
prior to any additional mining or exploration activities commencing. 

12. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with tbe standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because 
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment ofSl,250.00 fee before this 
project becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact is greater than "de 
minimus" standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling 
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the 
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit 
approval) 

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's compliance with the 
conditions listed above shall be evaluated every year, as required by section 2774(b) of 
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall also 
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time. 

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend, 
indemnify and hold hannless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and employees 
to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its 
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appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County 
reserves the right to prepare its own defense. 

l 5. Development shall be in substantial confonnance with the submitted application. 

Failure to comply with the conditions stated above wiU result in the current use being in 
violation of Chapter 18.76 of the Inyo County Code. 

Concerning Condition # l O (RP) which requires financial assurances in the amount of 
$30,000.00, please advise this Department as to the type of financial assurances you wiU 
be acquiring so we may send you the appropriate forms. 

In regards to Condition #11 (RP) whlch requires a notarized statement to be submitted by 
the applicant to the Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaiming the mine 
site, we have enclosed a statemeru we wish to have signed and notarized by the applicant. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact this office. 

Sincerely, 

Curtis E. Kellogg 
Associate Plann 

,/ 

Attachment: Responsibility Statement Form 

cc: BLM (Ridgecrest) 

CEK/cek 

Paul Payne (5th District Supervisor) 
Denyse Racine (Fish & Game -Bishop) 
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Inyo County Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer "L" 
Independence, Ca. 93526 

RE: 

Attachment B 

RECLAMATION PLAN #9J-4 I PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDIDONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5 I PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 

PRODUCTS 

In accordance with conditions placed on Reclamation Plan #93-4 issued to Pacific 
Lightweight Products by the Inyo County Planning Commission on March 23, 1994 and as 
stated in the Notice of Decision dated March 24, 1994, we agree to accept the 
responsibility for reclaiming the mined lands as stated therein. 

Sincerely, 

NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
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COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNING DEPART1\1ENT 

P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878·0263 FAX (619) 872-2712 

Peter Chamberlin. Director of Planning 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

DATE: MARCH 23, 1994 

RE: 
RECLAMATION PLAN N93-4 / PACIF1C LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

CONDIDONAL USE PERMIT # 93-S / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 
PRODUCTS 

Application: 

Appliu.nt: 
Location: 

A.P.N. 
Zoning: 
General 
Plan: 
Site Size: 

Prnposal: 

Reclamation Plan #93-4 I Pacific Lightweight Products 
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 I Pacific Lightweight Products 
Paci.tic Lightweight Products 
The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately 
two miles south of the community ofOlancha, and five and half 
miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat 

area within the Coso Range Mountains in southern Inyo County 
[ToMlShip 20 south, Range 37 east. sections 1 and 12, MD B. 
& M.]. 
38-200-01 
OS-40 (Open Space- 40 acres minimum) 

OP (Park Recreational - 40 acres or as designated) 
The property consists of a 640 acre parce[ owned by 
the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased to Lightweight 
Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). 
The operator has exceeded the pre•,~Dusly approved 20 acres 
of surface disturbance. The applicant wishes to increase the 
area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major amendment 
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to a previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant 
has filed applications for both Conditional Use Permit (the mine is 
on private lands) as required by the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance 
and a Reclamation Plan as required by California Sutface Mining 
and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Ordinance. 
Therefore, this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products 
to comply with the requirements of the County Zoning Ordinance 
and SMARA in regards to reclamation. of existing mining 
operations 

PROJECT LOCATION:: . .. . ~ 

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately two miles south of the 
community ofOlancha. and five and half miles east on Cactus flats Road in the Upper 
Centennial Flat area within the Caso Range Mountains in southern Inyo County 
[Towmhip 20 south, Range 37 eas~ sections I and 12, M.D,M & M.]. The property 
consists ofa 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been Leased 
to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). Access to the site is 
by an unpaved, County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (County I. D. 
#5024). See attached Vicinity Map. The nearest developed area to the site is a ranch 
operation approximately two miles northwest of the pit area. 

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit pumice 
mioe. The pumice mine bas an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #SS-1). The 
operator has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The 
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to S0.4 acres. As this is a major 
amendment to a prniously approved Conditional Use Penni~ the applicant bas filed 
applicatioos fur both Conditional Use Penni! (the mioe is on private lands) as required by 
the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance and a Reclamation Plan as required by California 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Ordinance. Therefore, 
this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products to comply with the 
requirements of the County Mining Ordinance and SMARA in regards to reclamation of 
existing mining operations. All the disturbed land is Zoned OS-40 (Open Space • 40 
acres minimum). 

The mined pumice is crushed, screened and then transported to the Newhall area in 
Southern California for further processing. The pumice removed from the site will be 
used in producing lightweight concrete. 

The pumice is loosened by buUdozcr. A front-end loader picks up the material and 
transports it to the processing plant. The processing plant is set up near the center of 
the deposit for ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front-end loader 
deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then returns to the quarry. However, 
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instead of going back empty, the loader picks up processed puntlce and transports it to 
on-site stoclq)iles before returning to the quarry. There are three stockpile areas 
located around the site. The applicant stated this ls the reason for the expansion over the 
original 20 a<res, permitted in 19SS. 

Upon approval. the size of the mined area -wi11 be reduced in size at the rate of & minimum 
of two acres per year. This will be done by reclamation processes. See the attached 
coiored contour map. 

An estimated 20,000 Jons of pumice are currently beins extracted per year at a maximum 
capacity ofJ0,000 tons per year may be achiewd. At the current volume of extraction, 
the life of the mine operation has been calculated IO end in 2003. 

No waste material is generated by the mining process. 

The mining operation employe .. a four person mining operation crew working eight 
hours per day. These employee, work five da.ys per week and commute to the mining site 
from various communities and .surrounding rural areas. 

There is no water supply at the site. The water used for dust suppression on the haul 
roads and operations an,, is lransJJ!ltled in truck and taok:er from llaiwee Roservoir. No 
water is utilimd at the site for tbe extraction process. Potable water is purchased by 
Pacific Lightweight for their employees. 

The sanitary filciliti .. on the site arc portable toilets. 

The mining operation Ulilizes mobile equipment. This <qwpment consist> of tracked 
D9N bulldozer, From end loader, a water truck, • bobcat loader, a portable welder, firur 
,.,...., a fillecn belt conveyor system. a r<><k cnishcr and a truclt scale. Water and 
fuel arc trucked to the site. Equipment is re:fiieled and lubriealed as needed by a mobile 
service truck No hazardous contaminants are released from the mobile service 
vehicle, 

No additional road construction is required beyond maintenance of the ex.isting roads. 

SITE DESCRil"TION:1 ,,, ,_ . 

Access i• by ao established tNck route off Caotu• Flat Road. The applicant has stated that 
there are no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation on or around the 
project site. The Califumia Department of Fish and Game wrote a lcller ( artadted) 
voicing their concerns over various flora/faun& specie, to wit; Russian Thistle. Mojave 
Ground Squirrel Descrr Tortoise and Ripley's Cymoprerous, These concerns have been 
adequately addressed wit.bin the body of this Srall'Report. The Planning Department 
referenced the State of California Department of Fish and Game Natural Divenity 
DatabaJe. • 
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The generaJ geology is granite and metamorphic rocks which are overlain by aJluviai 
gravels, tuff's, lake bed sediments, and andesitic and basaltic lava flo'W'S. The latter is 
referred to as the Coso Forniatio11. 

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed in some pla~. The occurrences 
east ofHaiwee Reservoir are considered for the most part to represent rhyolitic 
pyrocrastic tlows and to a lesser degree water reworked pumice of the same 
composition. They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part of the late 
Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and unique period of explosive volcanic 
activity in the Coso region which appears to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/-
0.20 million years ago. 

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. It is a waterlain deposit from five to 
forty feet deep that dips six degrees to the west. The moisture content of the "in situ" 
pumice varies between eight to twelve percent. The consolidation is such that it will 
excavate \1/ithout blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in verticaJ faces. In most of the 
area., the pumice is on the suiface with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds 
are exposed on the property to interfere with mining. 

LA~J(USE/Acnvim:S SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE: 

The surrounding land uses are as follows: 

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space-40 acres 
minimum). 

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres 
minimum). 

Ea.st: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres 
minimum). 

West: Vacant BIM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space -40 acres 
minimum). 

REci.AMAnoN:PLAN/CONDmONAL USE PERMIT: . ~~ .. _ ...... ,.. .. --

The project before the Planning Commission consists of a Reclamation Plan submitted to 
amend a previously approved Conditional Use Permit with reclamation conditions 
(C.U.P. #85-1). 

The Reclamation Plan, as submitted, calls for the removal of all equipment from the site, 
As the equipment utilized at the site is mobile, It will be removed from the site at the time 
of closure. 
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Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scaJes will be broken up and buried 
on the site. 

All of the access and haul roads are to be contoured to blend in with the natural terrain. 
ripped or scarified. All open pits and piles of ore and any waste material existing at the 
time of closure shall be leveled to conform, as much as possible, with the existing 
terrain. The overall effect will be that of rounded undulating mounds that will blend in 
with the surrounding landscape. Any cut slopes will be either beached or sloped to blend 
in with the existing contours of the lands (as shown on the maps submitted with the 
application). 

Based upon the long history of the continued mining at the site and the large ore 
reserves, it appears that only a major economic event would result in the mining activity 
being discontinued and abandoned (year 2003 estimated completion date). This may 
result in a difficult determination as to when the mining activity ceases and when the 
reclamation plan is to be implemented. 

During the past seven years it was found tbat revegetation occurs naturally in the areas of 
inactivity. 

The final mine closure will include the following site reclamation activities: 

1. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. To supplement natural 
revegetation a seed mix of native species will be planted. 

2. If any stockpiles remain at the time of closure they shall be recontoured in 
accordance with the final contour map attached to the reclamation plan. Coarse 
aggregate will be laid down over the finer sizes to reduce dust. The area will then be 
seeded with native species to control dust. 

3. Upon completion of mining. or after one year of inactivity in a phased reclamation 
area, the area disturbed by Pacific Lightweight Products will be reviewed for 
revegetation (natural). If natural vegetation is not working reseeding will take place 
with the natural seed of the area. Success shall be achieved when the plant density of 
native plants reaches 25% of the density of plants on the undisturbed ground. 

4. The diversity of the plant cover shall be considered successful if 60% of the native 
species in the area have been reestablished on the site. 

5. Control of noxious weeds shall be maintained until native species have gained 
control. Weeds can be controlled by :any appropriate method. 

6. The two acres per year reclamation requirement (concurrent reclamation) shall be 
considered as test. plots. If revegetat.ion is not occurring at an acceptable rate. then other 
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methods of reseeding shall take place. Acceptable rate shall be defined as reaching the 
standards to release the bonding on each two acre plot in two years. 

7. Each 2 acre plot shall be used as a basis of determining reclamation methods used or. 
next plot. 

8. Water may be applied as a dust control method. however plants must be able to 
sustain themselves for one year after the last application of water. 

9. Reclamation shall reestablish pre-mining drainage. 

10. Mine personnel shall be advised that desert tortoises are fully protected by state and 
federal law, and may not be taken, harmed or harassed at any time. lfa tortoise is 
found on the project site, all operations in the vicinity should cease. and either the 
Department of Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wddlife Service should be called 
immediately. OnJy those individuaJs authorized by U. S. Fish and Wddlife Service may 
handle desert tortoises. 

11. Al the conclusion of mining approximately 30 acres shall remain to be reclaimed. 
Reclamation and monitoring shall foUow the guidelines established in the previously 
reclaimed ten two acre test plots. 

12. AU equipment shall be removed from the site prior to final reclamation and 
revegetation. 

13. Financial assurances shall be calculated and posted to cover the entire 50.4 acres 
disturbed. This can be reduced as reclamation is completed and suctessful. 

Pursuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclamation plan applications 
to the State Geologists (Division of Mines and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment 
period prior to any approval of a reclamation plan. 

The State Geologist comments on a pending application requires the County to prepare 
a written response addressing the issues raised in their comments. In addition. if the 
County's position differs from the State Geologist comments, our responses are to 
address, in detail. why specific: comments and suggestions were not accepted. 
Comments were received by the Planning Department AU comments have been addressed 
below. 

The Planning Staff substantially concurred with the applicant's evaluation of the 
operation. its impacts and proposed reclamation conditions. However. in reviewing the 
DMG comments . we concur that some additions! information and reclamation measures 
need be considered in order to adequately address the reclamation of the site. 
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Many of the following DMG comments bave been incorporated inro the reclamation 
plan. Many were incorporated into the plan prior to DMG comments. The County will 
respond bad: to the State Geologist as to how their comments were addressed and why 
others were not accepted, 

The following are the DMG comments and the County's respo""'3: 

l. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires thst the mwmum anticipated depth of mining be 
indicated on the reclamation p-lan. It was difficult to ascertain the depth of mining in 
reviewing the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining be clearly 
stated and tied to a vetffiable bench marlc that <an be referenced in the field fur 
compliance monitoring. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. The depth of mining hu been indicated in the information 
supplied to us by Pacific Lightweight Products, speoifically in the reclamation application. 
forty feet is the maximum mining depth. 

2. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2772 (I) requires that the reclamation plan descnoe the SU1'la<e 
mining operation and provide a lime schedule fur completioo of ea<h segment of mining 
so that teclamatioa can be initiated al the wliest possible time on those portions of the 
mined lands that will not be subject to lurther di.sturbance by the surface mining 
operation. Th• n,riamatioo plan mentions phased r<damation octuning over the .-t teo 
years. A specifi,: plan describing the proposed phased reclamarioo should be presented. 
and depicled on the site plans. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concun, This has been answered in the reclamation plan. 

3. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Sections 2772 (i,) states that the reclamatlou plan shall include an assessmeot 
of the effect of reclamation on future mining at the sire. A short state,nent a...,.,;ng the 
potential for future mining at the site following reclamation should be added to the 
reclamation pian. 

Inyo County Reapoo,;e: 
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Inyo County concurs. This is a pumice mine. The applicant plans to mine the pumice and 
reclaim. Nothing will be mined afterwards. This area is in the QS.40 (Open Space) zone, 
The nature of this pit would not preclude another mine operating in the same pit or 
adjacent to this pit. The pumice is on the swface. Mining pumice will continue until it is 
uneconomical and not feasible to mine. lf, at a later date, it becomes feasible then mining 
could continue. • 

4. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2773. l requires that financial assurances be required of a surface 
mining operations to guarantee site reclamation; the financial assurances be payable to 
the SM.ARA lead agency and the State Geologist; that the financial assurances be 
submitted to the state geologist for review and comment; and that lead agencies annually 
inspect mining operations to determine SMARA compliance. We re(:ommend that 
financiaJ assurances be included to cover the cost of revegetation the site should natural 
vegetation f.ail to meet the perf onnance standards. 

Inyo County Response: 

fnyo Cowity concurs. Financial assurances will be fiJed at the time of approval as 
required in SMARA The calculation., are shown in the Plan. This is a planned, phased 
reclamation operation. No financial assurances will be released until reclamation is 
deemed a success. Success is defined in the reclamation plan. 

5. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR section 3502 (bXl) requires that the reclamation plan include a description of the 
environmental setting of the mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for the 
following three reasons: 1) to document baseline c:oadmons, 2) to aid in development 
and evaluation. of an appropriate revegetatioo plan, and 3) to evaluate purported mining 
and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat. 

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the biotic setting of the site will be 
necessary to adequately establish baseline conditions of the site. This quantitative 
evaluation should include percent cover or density, and diversity measurements for 
each of the vegetation types that will "natunlly" recolonize the rec:laimed landforms. 

Abo, prior to any site disturbance., the purported lack of impacts to sensitive. rare, 
threatened, and endangered plants and animaJs should be verified. The revegetation of 
the site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique species. Without the 
knowledge of which species oCQU' on the site, the revegetation design cannot target 
those species. 

Inyo County Response: 
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Inyo County concurs. This- is included in the Reclamation Plan. The site is disturbed, so 
any prior requirements can not be met, Knowledge of the plant species is known. 
Photographs have been taken. Any description of the mine is not as adequate as a first 
hand look. It is suggested that a visit to the mine be conducted by anyone commP,nting 
OD the adequacy of the mine reclamation plan. Many things could and would have been 
done differendy if the disturbance had not already occurred. 

The adjacent land will be used as a comparison to address when revegeration will be 
considered a success. The shape reclaimed land will conform to the existing landforms 
around the site. Comparison will be done photographically. 

6. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3705 (a) requires that vegetative cover or density. and species-richness 
sufficient to stabilize the surface against effects oflong~term erosion and be similar to 
naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area. The vegetative density, cover, and 
species richness of naturally occurring habitats should be documented in baseline 
studies canied out prior to initiation of mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan 
be amended to include the aforementioned baseline studies. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County does not concur. The base line st1.1dies cannot be done because the land bas 
already been disturbed. Comparison can occur only with the surrounding area which is 
similar with the mined land. This has be done via photographs and will continue to be 
done oD an on-going basis. The mined. material has a unique feanue that once rained 
upon, the sudace seals itself and no wind erosion will occur. 

Vegetative density will be required to confirm redamation success. However. the 
County will not require complete vegetatr.'e density. This statement is some what 
vague, because we have not determined the vegetative cover needed to deem reclamation 
a success. 

7. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3703 (a) requires that all sensitive species be conserved or mitigated. 
The reclamation plan does not qualify the statement that "there is no known endangered. 
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area". We recommend that the 
source of this statement be identified, and that a survey methods and results be detailed 
in the reclamation plan. 

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base reports that 
Ripley's cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi), a CNPS List 2 plant, ocauring near the 
project Vicinity. We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by surveys 
conducted at the ·appropriate time of the year by a qualified botanist. We also 
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recommend that an informal consultation be conducted with the Department of Fish and 
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that may be impacted within the 
project boundaries. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. The only sensitive plant species located near the site is 
Cymopterus ripleyi. The 50.4 acres are already disturbed. There is no vegetation on the 
disturbed site, Therefore, no vegetative studies need be conducted on an already 
cleared area. The absence of species need not be verified by a qualified botanist 
because there are no plants on the land in question. The intent is to reclaim the area once 
mining is complete. 

The endangered species NCymopterus ripleyi" has been found within one mile of this 
mine site. If the species was once on the site, no amount of study by a qualified botanist 
will bring the plant back. It is counter productive to study something after the fact. This 
plant is reported in the roadway and appears to be in abundance near the site. It is 
assumed that when the mine is reclaimed the plant will repopulate the mine site. 

8. DMG Comment (Juoe 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3503 (c) states that all reasonable measures be taken to protect the habitat of 
fish and wildlife and CCR Section 3702 (b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as 
good as pre-project. We reconvnend that remedial measures for habitat restoration be 
developed should natural revegetatioo of the project site not insure after cessation of 
mining. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. This is a phased rec:lamatioo plan. After each two acre plot is 
revegetated, monitoring will be done to insure that revegetation is a success. Financial 
assurances will be retained until reclamation is deemed a success. The land will have the 
same characteristics as the undisturbed area. It is assumed that fauna will reuse the site 
when reclamation is complete. 

9. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan establish site-speci1ic 
criteria for evaluation compli1111ce with the approved reclamation plan, including 
sediment and erosion control. The erosion control measures described in the 
reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading slopes and placing coarse 
aggregate over finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion 
control measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or drainage swales. We 
recommend that the reclamation plan include and erosion control monitoring plan, and 
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provide a contingency plan that will be set into place to atJgment the proposed erosion 
control measures (see item # I 0), if erosion is evident during annual inspections. 

Inyo County R<sponse: 

Inyo County concurs. SMARA requiJ'.es site specific criteria for reclamation. This is 
what has been done at the site. The slope and drainage "ill be similar to the pee-mining 
slopes. The type of material 011 site, pumice, when wet crusts over and will not blow in 
the wind. The yearly two acre reclamation plots will act as test plots to insure 
successful reclamatioo of the plant site. If revegctation needs to take place it will be 
done. 

If erosion is evident during annuai inspections, additional measures will be taken to 
control it. This can include revegetation., and other drainage control measures to insure 
erosion is minimized. The criteria to judge sua:ess MS been written into the reclamation 
plan. 

10. llMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

SMARA Section 2TT2 (h)(l) requires streambanks and stream beds be rehabilitated in the 
manner that will minimize erosion. Ace-0rdUlg to the reclamatioa plan. the original 
drainage hat transected a portion of the site ,-ill be reestablished, and "'"'"" aggregau, 
wiil be laid down over the finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The 
reclamation plan need> to describe in greater detail how the drainage will be protected 
from water erosion. We recommend that sufficiently siz.ed coano aggregate be applied to 
the drainage """'to in$ure that drainage is prO!eeted from water erosion. 

lnyo County Re,p0115C: 

Inyo Couttty e<>11a1B. If it is seen that ooarser aggregate u required to be placed in 
drainages. 

11. DMG Comment (lune 22, 1993): 

CCR SC<lrioo 37ll est.ablislies mandatory standards for topsoil salvage, maintenance, 
and redistribution. The reclamation plan do .. not discuss topsoil -•meat. For 
example. the reclamation plan states that "re-vegetation OOQ.JlS naturally in areas of 
ina,;tivity. • The seeds, microbial organisms, and organic matter found in the upper six 
inches of growth media constitute a signilicant n,sourg:c when used in arid land 
""'lamation. S~ revegetation of the siw may not be poss11lle without this 
resouroe. We """"111m1d that the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and 
reapplied during reclamatiott. We also recommend that the n:clamation plan be 
amended to addms the five subsections set forth in !his section. 
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Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. However, the nature of the site preludes such measures. The 
reclamation plan is being filed after the fact. The land has already been disturbed. It is 
impossible to stockpile the upper six inches of growth media because it is already lost. 

The site has already been disturbed and no top soil is available. The pumice is very close 
to. if not on the swface. Plants grow on the pumice. The pumice retains water when it 
rains, so therefore, natural revegetation will take place. at a slow rate. 

12. DMG Comment (June 221 1993): 

SMARA Sectiocs 2773 (a) requires that the reclamation plan establish "site -specific 
criteria for evaluating compliance with the approved reclamation plan. including 
topography, revegetation, and sediment and erosion control." The reclamation plan 
does not identify the criteria by which the success of the revegetation of the site will be 
judge. We highly recommend that mininwm standards be developed by the operator in 
conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For example, the standard should 
specifically state the amount of vegetative cover or density, and divenity to be obtained 
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 3705 (m) requires that these 
standards and sampling methods be set forth in the reclamation plan. For revegetation 
elements_ monitoring sbouJd be done for a minimum of five years following 
implementation. Monitoring should be done on an annual basis with reports submitted to 
the lead agency and DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability and 
success oftbe rehabilitated areas, compare these areas to baseline conditions aad 
performance standards., and suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size 
should provide 80 percent confidence level. as a minimum. The review of the reports by 
agency perwnnd should allow for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or 
revegetation techniques. 

Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. This has been done. The "test" plots will be the yearly two acres 
reclaimed each year. Criteria for successful reclamation will be included in the 
reclamation standards. 

13. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): 

CCR Section 3705 (b) requires test plots to be conducted simultaneously with mining to 
detennine the most appropriate planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be 
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of the site. Test plots could 
ascertain the amount of vegetative cover density, and diversity attained over time to 
determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in meeting the success criteria or minimum 
standards. 
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Inyo County Response: 

Inyo County concurs. The two acre per year reclamation phased program will work 
very well as test plots. 

General lrrvo County Comments on Mines and Geo/ofY Comments: 

General comments. Department of Mines and Geology should visit sites prior to making 
specific comments. The operator of this mine has been helpful in completing the 
application for a new reclamation plan. The application and infonnation given us was the 
most complete and accurate. 

Each mine in Inyo County is site specific. Each mine needs to be visited and a site 
inspection is required before any comments can be made on the application. Inyo County 
has a unlimited number of microclimatea, geologic, and biotic features that makes 
these visits necessary. The same standards can not be applied to numerous mines. 
Standards needed to meet the requirements of SMARA 'Mil be met in all cases. 

The following are comments received from concerned agencies: 

Great Basin Unified Air Quality Control District: 

The operation is under pcnnit by Great Basin. If the operators are causing a fugitive 
dust problem then appropriate action should be instigated by Great Basin. 

California Department of Fish and Game: 

This is a project with a greater than "de minimus" finding as defined by the California 
Department of Fish and Game since it will have a measurable adwne impact on 
wildlife resources. V egetatioa has beeo disturbed at the project ~ so payment of the 
fee is required pwsuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code. 

If this project is approved, the applicant will be required to pay a fee ofSI27S.00 at the 
time the Planning Department tiles a Notice of Determination in compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward the 
monies to the California Department ofFisb and Game. Section 21809 (b) oflhe Public 
Resources Code provides that this project will not be "operative, vested or final" until this 
fee has been paid. 

M required by the Divisioc of Mines and Geology the Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act of l97S, financial assurances have been fonnulated for this reciamation 
plan by the applic:ant. l11yo County Planning Depanment Mining Engineer ha.s 
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reviewed the applicant's proposed reclamation procedures and costs and has concurred 
with the proposed financial assurances amount. 

The applicant proposed to do reclamation on the concurrent basis. This is allowed by 
SMAR.A The total cost estimated by the applicants is projected at $30,000 for 50.4 
acres. Annual inspections will show success on the test plots (two acres per year). When 
success is determined on each two acre plat the financial assurances will be reduced 
accordingly. The Planning Department concurs with the amount of financial assurances. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality A.ct 
(CEQA), an Initial study was completed and a Draft Negati\le Declararion of 
EnwoMtental Impact, was prepared and circulated for public review and comment by 
June 18, 1993. Comments were received from the CalTrans District 9 office, and the 
California Department offish and Game. 

CalTrans Comments were received. CalTrans comment stated that the project would 
have no dfect on the State transportation system. 

California Department of Fish and Game comments are attached and have been 
incorporated into the conditions of the Conditional Use Pennit and Reclamation Plan. 

Notice of this public hearing has been posted, published and mailed to all parties 
concerned. 

The planning Department recommends the Planning Commission approve Reclamation 
Plan #93-4 and ConditionaJ use permit #93.5 by taking the following actions (three 
motjons). 

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all the written and verbal comments received. adopt 
the Negative Declallltioo of Environmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements 
of the California Environmental Quality A.ct have been met. 

B. Fmd the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of 
Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and the provisions 
of the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. 

(Evidence: 11re proposed Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are consistent 
with lhe req11trem_enu of l'ff)IO County Code and SMARA..) 
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(Evidence: Existing public and private services are adequate to meet the requirements of 
the proposed project withaut the med for their expansion.) 

(Evuknce.: The adverse environmental impacts inherent with the proposal art minor m 
na/1.lre and will not exceed thresholds of significance either irrdividua/Jy or cumulatively). 

(Evidence: Bas,d i,pon the environmental evaluatlon of the proposed projecJ 
[lwc/amat;on Plan with Conditional Use Permit}, it hos been ji,u,,d tltal the project does 
noJ haw the potential Jo create a significam adverse unpact on flora or fauna; natural, 
scenic and historic resourc:es; the local economy: ar public healtlt, safety. and welfare. 
This constitNt,ts a Negatlwl Finding/or the Mandatory Findings require pursutmt to 
S,crton /SIJ6.5 of the CEQA Guide/im,s.) 

C. Fllld that the project will !u,ve a "Greater than De Minilff14" impact on wildlife and 
vegetation. 

(Evidence: As the &c/a,,ralion Plan and Condilional Use Permit /ralle been filed !1/11!!. 
the opplicam disturbed JO. 4 acres ef ho bi tat, the project has a "Grem,r than De 
Mini mus" effect on the environment pursuam to Sec/ion 711,4 of the Public ReMnJrces 
Code.) 

D. ApproveCorulitional Use Pemut #93-5/ and Reclamation Plan/193-4 I Pacific 
Lightweight Product> subject to the folh>wing Conditions: 

NDmONAL PERMIT ONDJ.TIONSOF~~ovhi 

I. Any expansion of the mining OCli'litles or sw:w:e disturl>ance l>!ll'ond that 
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 aetei) shall require the 
submission and approval ofan amended Reel.-., Plan and Conditional Use Permit by 
Inyo Coumy P!anoing Department, 

2. This reclamation plan and conditional use permit shall become void unless the use is 
established on coostruction necessary to its establishment is not OOllllllClli:ed and 
diligently pursued within oi,e year from the date of approwl unless extended by the 
Plannins Commission. 

3, Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Cortrol Board omissions 
requiremenu,. outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin. 

4. Upon approval, two acre, per year shall be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation 
plan. The first yean ""'"II!!• shall be divided into two one acre segments, One segment 
shall let natural vegetation tsko over while the seoond segment shall be reseeded with 
the appropriate seed., to give 80% afthe swrounding plant density and 80% speci .. 
diversity, At the time of this plantina a good watering shall be conduaed on both plots. 
This shall be done at the appropriate lime of the 'J'!M', This site sball be monitored 
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every six: months to insure success. Al: the same time provisions shall be installed to 
discourage noxious weeds from gaining a foothold on the site. 

5, If noxious weeds appear. immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such 
plants. This may consist of any metltod deemed appropriate that does not affect the 
desired plants. 

6. Potential. loss of native vegetation and wiJdlife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code fir potential habitat loss. Because 
of the potential loss of native vegetation and 'Wildlife habitat. however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Codo requires the payment ofSl.250,00 fee before this 
project becomes O operative, vested, or final'". The potential: impact is greater than "de 
minimus" standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25,00 documentary handlillg 
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time tbe Notice of Detemunation is filed by the 
Planning Deparonent (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use pennit 
approval) 

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Permit #93-5, the applicant shall 
defend. lndemmfy and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and 
employees to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County. it, advisory 
agencies, its appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Conditiooal Use Pennit #93· 
5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense. 

8, Devolopment shall be in suhstaotial conformance with the submitted application 

RE<;LAMA'riON PLAN CONDmONS or' APl'ROV AL: 

I. Any expansioo of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that 
depicted in the applioatioo and accompanying plaos (50.4 aaos) shall require tbe 
submission and approval of an amended !vdarnation Plan and Conditional Use Pennit by 
Inyo County Planning Department. 

2, This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Penmt shall become void unless the use 
is established on construction necessary to its establishment is not comme.need and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the 
Planning Commission. 

3, Revegetation occws naturally in areas of inactivity, However, reseeding shall occur 
to the extent that is indicated by the one aere test plots conducted the first year of 
reclamation. One wiD be reseeded the other will not. The viability of these two plots 
will dictate the planting on 
the remainder of the site, It is understood that the reseeded plot should have better 
performance than the tmSeeded plot, however, criteria should be obtained to show the 
whether the value of reseeding is substantially better than natur.d reseeding Maybe 1.., 
reseeding is .........y. 
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4. Upon completion of mining. or after one year of' inactivity in phased reclamation 
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for 
revegetation. and a reduction in the bor.d. wiJJ be based upon the success of the 
revegetation, Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of 
the density of plllll!S on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches 60% of 
the undisturbed ground. 

5. The seed mix shall be of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area. 

6, Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas 
disturbed after 1975 or already scarified. by previous mining management practices. If 
the operatioru, intrude into the previously disturbed areas a, delineated on the "Contow" 
Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the recJamarion plan, a new appraisal of 
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation.. 

7. Redamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will sh.ape the land so 
th.at it is consist,:nt with the prudent watershed principals. Due to lack of sous, the 
arid climate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentarion and erosion control ls not 
anticipated to be a probiem All existing drai:nage courses shall be left open and all 
grading will mWnta.in the drainage of the area. All pre.-mining drainage courses will 
be restored within three months of closure and such reclamation shall not promote 
accelerated soil erosion. 

8. Scarify all .,,,.. of mining disturbanoe and existing mining operation roads with in 
the area of operations. 

9. All muctures, equipmen~ filundations, pipelines, trash, and debris shall be 
removed from the ,ite within three months of closure. 

10. Financial assurances in the sum ofSJ0,000.00 in the fonn of a surety bond, 
irrevocable letter of credi~ cash, or certificate of deposit shall be posted with the Inyo 
County Plaaning Department. Said financial assurances shall be made payable to the 
County of.l.nyo and the Califumia Director of Conservation. 

11. The applicant shall submit a notlllized statement to the Planning Department 
accepting reopon,ibility for reclaitning the land• as per the conditions specified herein 
prior to any additional mining or exploration ac:tMties commencing. 

12, Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord 
with the standards set by the r!Slt and Gmne Code flt potential ltabitat loss. Becaus, 
of the potential loss of na!fve vegetation and wildlife babiuit, however sparse, Section 
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requiresthe payment ofSl,250.00 re,, before this 
project becomes "operative., vested, orfina!M. The potentiaJ impact is greater than "de 
minimus'' standard • of section 711.4. Said Sl,250 Mid the $25.00 documenwy handling 
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fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the 
Planning Department (S days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit 
approval) 

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's compliance with the 
conditions listed above shall be evaluated every year, as required by section 2774(b) of 
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall also 
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time. 

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, Officers and employees 
to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its 
appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County 
reserves the right to prepare its own defense. 

l 5. Development shall be in substantial confonnance with the submitted application 

Attachments: Vicinity Map 

EHGCEIC/cek 

"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" 
CalTrans Letter 
Great Basin Conunents 
Department of Fish and Game Comments 
Department of Mines and Geology Conunents 
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SU.TE OF CAUF0RMl,.__.U$1NU.S. TllAN5POIIUflc.,N Ar.0 HOUSING AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
~00 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CA .,l.51' 

(619) 872-0692. 

June 7, 1993 

a!C~lyEO 

~'JN ~ 1993 

t 

\File: Inyo-395-32.66 
SCH: 93052045 

Hr. Curtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT =93-05/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the 
above prcject. The project is located in Inyo County 
approximately two miles south of Olancha, 5-1/2 miles east in the 
Upper centennial Flat area. Acc,ass to the site will be by an 
unpaved county road, Cactus Flats Road. 

As a responsible agency for transportation, caltrans has no 
comments to offer regarding this project. 

cc: SCH: Russ colliau 

sincerely, 

F. K. WALTON, Chief 
Transportation Planning 
Branch A 

~ 

>- I ROGER DEHART 
cuRTlS KELLOGG 

i lti.l\•I)•-~ 

: c. Tn!STLETh, · .1 i -
. 

-
~i 

\ 
\ -. 

; 

\ EARi..GANN I 

JANET CROSS J 
'- \ FllE J 



Elle" Hardebeck 
C 0t'ltrol Officer 
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157 Short St. Suite 16 • Bishoo, CA 93514 

16191 872-S211 

Mr. Curtis Kellogg 
Inyo county Planning Dept 
Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

June 17, 1993 

RE: Reclamation Plan# 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products company 

Dear Curtis, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Pacific 
Lightweight Products company's Reclamation Plan. We have reviewed 
their plan and have the following concerns: 

(1) According to Pacific 1 s plan they propose to restore only 
a small number of acres each year. This leaves thirty acres 
waiting to be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow 
pace of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict 
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable 
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a 
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their 
permit what we believe are reasonable ongoing precautions. (ref: 
perm.it'condition 9) 

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore 
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is 
conducting mining activities in an arid, infertile area. They 
propose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without 
help, natural vegetation is supposed to grow, thrive, and 
eventually cover an area 30 acres in siza. Perhaps they do not 
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish 
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they 
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in 
the distressed areas. 

Thank you for considering these comments. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
iarcameron 

4\pac.pum\061793.let Air Quality Specialist 
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October 5, 1993 

Mr. Peter Chamberlin, Director 
Inyo County Planning Department 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Dear Mr. Chamberlin: 

CHUCK 

EARL 
FILE 

Negative Declaration and Initial Study for 
Reclamation Plan #93•4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5 

Inyo county 

Tbis latter is to document the results of our site visit to 
the Pacific Ligbtweight Pumice Mine en August 4, l99J, and to 
follow up on the Department of Fish and Game letter of 3une 14, 
1993, regarding the Negative Declaration and Initial Study for 
Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5. 

The project site consists of a 50-acre area that has been 
stripped of topsoil and vegetation~ Russian thistle, (Sa..lsola 
pesti£era)¥ a ~eedy non-native species, is colonizing the site. 
The project site is located ~ithin the range of the Mohave ground 
squirrel, (Spermophilus mabavensis), a species 'listed as 
Threatened by the Department of Fisb and Game; the desert 
tortoise, (Copb.eras agaaSizii), a species listed as Threatened by 
the u.s~ Fish and Wildlife service; and Ripley's cymopterus, 
(Cymopterus ripleyi), a rare plant species. 

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of k97S {SM.ARA) and 
State Mining and Geology Board regulations tor surface mining and 
reclamation practice require tnat the reclamation plan contain a 
pre-project descrip~ion of the biological resources found on the 
site. This should include descriptions of the vegetative 
communities and wildlife species found on the site, with emphasis 
on rare, threatened or endangered species. The revegation of the 
site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique species. 
State regulations also require that wi1dlife habitat~ at least 
as good as pre-project conditions (CCR section J703(b)}. 

A pre-project description_ot the s1te is not possible 
because the project site has already been disturbed. However, 
the re~lamation plan can be designed to ~es~o~e the site to a 
condition &imila'r to tha-t of· the surroundirl<J area. The 
reclamation plan should, therefore, discuss vegetative density, 
cover, and species richness of naturally occurring habitats 
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adjacent to the project area, and methods for revegetating the 
site with native plant materials. The reclamation plan should 
also contain criteria for evaluating compliance with the 
revegetation plan. Standards for vegetative cover, density, and 
diversity to be attained over a specific monitoring period should 
be set forth in the reclamation plan (CCR Section J705(m)). Test 
plots to be conducted simultaneously within mining to determine 
most appropriate revegetation techniques should also be employed. 
Establishment of test plots and refinement of revegetation 
techniques should be compatible with the goal of phasing the 
reclamation over a period of ten years. 

The reclamation plan should also assume that Mohave ground 
squirrel and desert tortoise will recolonize the site if it is 
reclaimed to a suitable condition. Establishment of habitat for 
these species should be a goal of the reclamation plan. 
Additionally, the reclamation plan should contain guidelines for 
mine employees should any desert tortoise be encountered on anI-. 
access roa on the ro·ect site ·tself. • 
a se 
--· __ •. ::: ~ ot. be--t • en-;t:.: _ _____ _ 

time. If a tortoise is found on the project site, all operations 
in the vicinity should cease, and either the Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be called 
immediately. Only thgse individuals authorized by U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service may handle desert tortoises. 

In summary, the Department ot Fish and Game recommends that 
the reclamation plan be rewritten to contain the information 
identified above. Tbe Department requests the opportunity to 
review the revised reclamation plan upon its completion. Thank 
you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have 
any questions, please call Ms. Denyse Racine, Associate Wildlife 
Biologist, at (619) 872-1158. 

Region 5 

..... -
cc: See attached page ...... 
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cc: Ms. Karen Wiese 
Division of Mines and Geology 
Sacramento, California 

Mr. Leonard Hobbs 
Pacific Lightweight Products 
Glendale, California 

Mr. Ray Bransfield 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Ventura, California 

Mr. Vern Bleich 
Department of Fish and Game 
Bishop, California 

Ms. Denyse Racine 
Department of Fish and Game 
Bishop, California 

Mr, Bruce Kinney 
Department of Fish and Game 
Bishop, California 

--
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I 
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

157 Short SL Suil.tl 16 • BishoP. CA 93514 

Mr. Curtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Dept 
Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

t&1s1 m-a:m lr,)Cr 
vJOll,{I 

00 f ! 
June 17, 1993 

RE: Reclamation Plan I 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products Company 
--

Dear Curtis, 

Thank you for the opportunity to. comment on Pacific 
Lightweight Products Company's Rec::lamation Plan. We have -reviewed 
their plan and have the following concerns: 

(1) According to Pacific's plan they propose to restore only 
a small number of acres each year. This leaves thirty acres 
waiting to . be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow 
pace of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict 
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable 
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a 
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their 
permit what we believe are reasonable ongoing precautions. (ref: 
permit condition 9) 

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should tie to restore 
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is 
conducting mining a.ctivitiu in an arid, infertile area. They 
pr<'pose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without 
help, natural vegetation is supposed to grow, thrive, and 
event.ually cover an area. 3D acre:!:i in size. Perhaps they do not 
realize tb.at native vegetation can take decades to reestablish 
itself. Their rec.lamation plan should thoroughly explain how they 
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in 
the distressed areas. 

Thank you for considering these comments. 

Sincerely, 

4\pac.pum\061793.let Air Q"Uality Specialist 

I 
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STAT£ CF CAUF0ANIA. RESOURCES AG~ ( PITT WILSON, Gow.not 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVAT10N 

DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 
MINED-LAND RECLAMATION PROJtCT 
1101 IC 5111EET. 11118 11-H i 
SAalAMINTD. CA 15814-35.it I, ! C S I 'V E 1) 
(1151 S2:1-ael Pti0NE 

(1181 ~4--13N FAX JUN 2 81993 

ll'IV~f\Jlllllllllt 

June 22, 1993 

r--. 
... 

curtis E. Kellogga I 
Associate PlaMerl 

r,.. 

County of Inyo Planning Department 
Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

Dear Mr. Kellogg: 

PETER 
CHUCK 
CURTIS 
SAND'( 

EARL 
FILE 

Reclamation Plan #93-4 an~ conditionai Use Permit #t3-s tor 
Pacific Lightweight Products 

\. 

The Mined-Land Reclamation Project staff of the Department of 
conservation's Division of Mines and Geology (DMG) has reviewed 
the Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Ose Permit 193 for 
Pacific Lightweight Products. The project includes the removal 
of pumice from a .so acre open pit mine. The following comments, 
prepared by James Pompy, Karen Wiese and Catherine Gaggini, are 
offered to assist in your review of this project. 

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) (public 
Resources Coda 52710 et seq.) and the State Mining and Geology 
Board regulations for surface mining and reclamation practice 
(California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 14, chapter e, 
Article l, 53500 et seq.) require that specific items be 
addressed or included in reclamation plans. The following items 
were either not included or not sufficiently addressed in the 
documents we reviewed. We recommend that the reclamation plan be 
supplemented to adequately address these mandatory items. 

Mining operation and c1osurt 

(Refer to SHARA Section• 2770.S, 2772(a),(bJ,(c),(d),(e),(tJ,li),(j), 2773.1, 
CCR Section lSO2(bJ(2),(b)(5), 3709(a},(b), l713(a),(b)) 

l. SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated 
depth of mining be indicated in the reclamation plan. It 
was diffic::ult to ascertain tha depth of mining in reviewing 
the reclamation plan. We recomJ:11.end that the depth of mining 
be clearly stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark that 
can be referenced in the field for compliance monitoring. 

2. SMARA section 2772 (f) requires that the reclamation plan 
describe the surface mining operation and provide a time 
schedule .for completion of each segment of mining so that 
reclamation can be initiated at the earliest possible time 
on those portion• of the mined land• that will not be 
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subject ta further disturbance by the surface mining 
operation. The reclamation plan mentions phased reclamation 
occurring over the next ten years. A specific plan 
describing the proposed phased reclamation should be 
presented, and depicted on the site plans. 

l. SMARA Section 2772 (i) states that the reclamation plan 
shall include an assessment of the effect of reclamation on 
future mining at the site. A short statement assessing the 
potential for future mining at the site following 
reclamation should be added ta the reclamation plan. 

4. SHARA Section 2773.1 requires that financial assurances be 
required of all surface mining operations to guarantee site 
reclamation; that the financial assurances be payable to the 
SHARA lead agency and the state Geologist; that the 
financial assurances be submitted to the State Geologist for 
review and comment; and that lead agencies aMually inspect 
mining opm:ations to determine SHARA compliance. These 
requirements should be incorporated into the reclamation 
plan prior to approval. We recolllJllend that financial . 
assurance be included to cover the cost of revegetating the 
site should the natural vegetation fail to meet the 
performance standards. 

Environmental Settipq •P4 
Protection of Fish and Wi14lif• Habitat 

(Raf•r to CCR S•ction• l5O2(b)(l), 35Ol(cJ, 3703 (a).(b),(c), 37O4(g), 
3705(&), 3706(&),(f),(g), l71D(a),(b),(c),(d), l713(b) 

5. CCR Section 3502 (b)(1) requires that the reclaJUtion plan 
include a description of the environmental setting of the 
mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for 
the following three reasons: 1) to document baseline 
conditions, 2) to aid in development and evaluation of an 
appropriate revegetation plan, and l) to evaluate purported 
mining and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat. 

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the 
biotic setting of the site will be necessary to adequately 
establish baseline conditions of the site. This 
quantitative evaluation should include percent cover or 
density, and diversity measuramenta for each of the 
vegetation types that will •naturally" recolonize the 
reclaimed landform. 

Also, prior to any site disturbance, the purported lack of 
impacts to sensitive, rare, threatened, and endangered 
plants and animals should be veriried. 'l'be revegetation of 
the site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique 
species. - Without the .knowledge of which species occur on 
the site, the revegetation design cannot target those 
specie•. 
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6. CCR Section J705(a) requires that the vegetative cover or 
density, and species-richness be sufficient to stabilize the 
surface against effects of long-term erosion and be similar 
to naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area. 
The vegetative density, cover, and species richness of 
naturally occurring habitats should be documented in 
baseline studies carried out prior to the initiation ot 
mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan be amended 
to include the aforementioned baseline studies. 

7. CCR Section 3703(a) requires that all sensitive species be 
conserved or mitigated. The reclamation plan does not 
qualify the statement that "there is no known endangered, 
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area. 11 

We recomi.end that the source of this statement be 
identified, and that the survey methods and results be 
detailed in the reclamation plan. 

The California Department ot Fish and Game Natural Diversity 
Data Base reports Ripley's cymopte.rus (cymopterus ripleyi), 
a CHPS List 2 plant, occurring near the project vicinity. 
We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by 
surveys conducted at the appropriate time of the year by a 
qualified botanist. we also recommend that an informal 
consultation be conducted with the Department of Fish and 
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that 
may be impacted within the project boundaries. 

s. CCR Section 3503(c) states that all reasonable measures be 
taken to protect the habitat ot fish and wildlife and CCR 
Section 3703(b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as 
good as pre-project. we recommend that remedial measures 
for habitat restoration be developed should natural 
revegetation of the project site not ensure after cessation 
ot mining. 

!lydroloqy and .. ~.r quality 

(Raf•~ to SHAM Section• 2772(b)(l),(b)(2J, 2773(&), 
CCR Sactioa■ 350l(a)(lJ,CbJ(l),(dJ, l706(c),(dJ,(a),(fJ,(;J, 3710 (b),(c), 

J71l(e), 3712) 

9. SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan 
establish site-specific criteria for evaluating compliance 
with the approved reclamation plan, including sediment and 
erosion control. The erosion control measures described in 
the reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading 
slopes and placing coarse aggregate over finer material to 
reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion control 
measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or 
drainage svales. we recommend that the reclamation plan 
include an erosion control monitoring plan, and provide a 
contingency plan that will be set into place to augment the 
proposed. erosion control measures (see itam #10), if erosion 
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is evident during annual inspections. 

10. SHARA Section 2772(h)(2) requires that streambanlts and 
stream.beds be rehabilitated in a manner that will minimize 
erosion. According to the reclamation plan, the original 
drainage that _transected a portion of the site will be re­
established, and coarse aggregate will be laid down over the 
finer sized material to reduce wind and water erosion. The 
reclamation plan needs to describe in greater detail how the 
drainage will be protected from water erosion. We recommend 
that sufficiently sized coarse aggregate be applied to the 
drainage area to insure that the drainage is protected from 
water erosion. 

Resoilinq an4 Raveqetation 

(Refer ta SMMA section 2773(a), CCR. section• 3503(•)(1),(t),(q), J704(c), 
3705 (a), (b) i(c), (d), (e), (f), (q), (h), (1), (j), (Jc.), (l), (m), J707(b), (d), 
3711 (&), (b), (C), (d), (a)) 

11. CCR section 3711 establishes mandatory standards for topsoil 
salvage, maintenance, and redistribution. The reclamation 
plan does not discuss topsoil management. For example, the 
reclamation plan states that "re-vegetation occurs naturally 
in areas of inactivity. 11 The seeds, microbial organisms, 
and organic matter found in the upper six inches of growth 
media constitute a significant resource when used in arid 
land reclamation. Successful revegetatian of the site may 
not be possible without this resource. We recommend that 
the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and 
reapplied during reclamation. We also recommend that the 
reclamation plan be amended to address the five subsections 
set forth in this section. 

12. SMARA Section 277J (a) requires that the reclamation plan 
establish •site-specific criteria tor evaluating compliance 
with the approved reclamation.plan, including topography, 
revegetation, and sediment and erosion control.• The 
reclamation plan does not identity the criteria by which the 
success of the revegetation of the site will be judged. We 
bigh1y recommend that minimum standards be developed by the 
operator in conjunction with the lead agency and OMG. For 
example, the standards should specifically state the a.mount 
of vegetative caver or density, and diversity to be attained 
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 3705(m) 
requires that these standards and the sampling method be set 
forth in the reclamation plan. Por revegetation elements, 
monitoring ehou.ld be conducted tor a mini.DWI of five years 
following implementation. Monitoring should be done on an 
annual basis with reports submitted to the. lead agency and 
DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability 
and success of the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas 
to baseline conditions and performance standards, and 
suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size 
should provide an so percent confidence level, as a minimum.. 
The review of the reports by agency personnel should allow 



Attachment B 
Curtis E. Kellogg 
Page 5 

for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or 
revegetation techniques. 

13. CCR Section 37.05 (b) requires test plots to be conducted 
simultaneously with mining to determine the most appropriate 
planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be 
conducted. to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of 
the site. Tests plots could ascertain the amount of 
vegetative cover or density, and diversity attained over 
time to determine the efficacy of natUJ:"al revegeta.tion in 
meeting the success criteria or minimum standards. 

Please send a copy of the approved reclamation plan, response to 
our comments, and permit issued by you as lead agency under SMARA 
to the Mined-Land Reclamation Program office at 801 K Street, 
M.s. 12-32, Sacramento, CA 95814-3531. The approved documents 
will be placed in the Mined-Land Reclamation Project files 
pursuant to the SUJ:"face Mining and Reclamation Act. 

If you have any questions on these comments or require any 
assistance with other mine reclamation issues, please contact me 
at (916) 323-8565. 

Concur: 

James Pompy 
Mined-land Reclama 
Project Manager 

t..~:i:i--1~ ;G·-L;( ~~..-) 
Dated: Trna.f L. Bedrossian 

Supervising Geologist 
RG 3363, CEG 1064 

cc: Mr. Dennis O'Bryant, Office of Kina Reporting & Reclamation 
compliance 
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COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712 

Peter Chamberlin, Director of Planning 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, March 23, 1994, at 10:20 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors Room, 
Administrative Center, Independence, to consider the following: 

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGB1WEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

A request by Pacific Lightweight Products for approval of a mining reclamation plan pursuant to 
the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act and a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for an 
existing open pit pumice mine. The CUP is required because the applicant wishes to increase 
the area of disturbance from 20 acres to 50. 4 acres on a portion of property owned by the Ely 
Trust. The project site is zoned OS-40 (Open Space ~ 40 acre minimum) and located two miles 
south of Olancha and S 1121 miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper CentenniaJ Flat area 
within the Coso Range Mountains. EnvironmentaJ review pursuant to the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act detennined the project would have no potentiaJ for 
significant adverse impacts. 

If you challenge any findings, determination or decision made regarding this project in court, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues you o r someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Inyo County Planning 
Commission at, or prior to, the hearing. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please write the Inyo County Planning 
Department, Drawer L, Independence, California, 93526 or phone (619) 878-0263. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, March 23, 1994, at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors Room, County 
Administrative Center, Independence to consider the following: 

TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP #307 I STONE 

A request by Ron Stone to divide a 9.78 acre parcel into four I acre parcels with a remainder 
parcel of 4.78 acres. The property is zoned R-1-1.0 (One Family Residences - 1.0 acre 
minimum). The subject property is located at the southwest comer of Sierra Ladera Street and 
Sierra Grande Drive in the Wilkerson Ranch area, seven miles south of Bishop. Environmental 
review pursuant to the requirements of the California EnvironmentaJ Quality Act determined the 
project would have no potential for significant adverse impacts. 

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 I PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS .. 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 I PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

A request submitted by Pacific Lightweight Products for approval of a mining reclamation plan 
pursuant to the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act and a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
for an existing open pit pumice mine. The CUP is required because the applicant wishes to 
increase the area of disturbance from 20 acres to 50.4 acres on a portion of property owned by 
the Ely Trust. The project site is zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acre minimum) and located 
two miles south of Olancha and 5 1/2 miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial 
Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains. Environmental review pursuant to the requirements 
of the California Environmental Quality Act determined the project would have no potentiaJ for 
significant adverse impacts. 

If you chaJlenge any finding, determination or decision made regarding these projects in court, 
you may be limited to raising only the issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered prior to the hearing. 

Please contact the Inyo County Planning Department if you have any questions regarding these 
projects at the Courthouse Annex, Independence during business hours, or phone (619) 878-
0263. 

PLEASE PUBLJSH ONE TIME ONLY IN THE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 1994, 
EDITION OF THE INYO REGISTER. 
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COUNTY OF INYO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526 

Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) '872-2712 

Peter Chamberlin, Director of Planning 
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME ~!CEIVI':! 
330 GOLDEN SHORE, SUITT SO 
LOl-4G BEA.CH. CA. 90802 

(310} 590-5113 
OCT 11 1993 

October 5, 1993 

Mr. Peter Chamberlin, Director 
Inyo County Planning Department 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Dear Mr. Chamberlin: 

Pl!TE W115CN, Gn,,mor 

CHU£.::.:.K __ _ 

EARL 
FILE 

Negative Declaration and Initial study for 
Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5 

Inyo County 

This letter is to document the results of our site visit to 
the Pacific Lightweight Pumice Mine on August 4, 1993, and to 
follow up on the Department of Fish and Game letter of June 14, 
1993, regarding the Negative Declaration and Initial Study for 
Reclamation Plan #93-4 and conditional Use Permit #93-5. 

The project site consists of a SO-acre area that has been 
stripped of topsoil and vegetation. Russian thistle, (Saisoia 
pestifera), a weedy non-native species, is colonizing the site. 
The project site is located within the range of the Mohave ground 
squirrel, (Spermophiius mohavensis), a species listed as 
Threatened by the Department of Fish and Game; the desert 
tortoise, (Gopherus agassizii), a species listed as Threatened by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and Ripley's cymopterus, 
(Cym9pterus ripleyi), a rare plant species. 

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) and 
State Mining and Geology Board regulations for surface mining and 
reclamation practice require that the reclamation plan contain a 
pre-project description of the biological resources found en the 
site. This should include descriptions of the vegetative 
communities and wildlife species found on the site, with emphasis 
on rare, threatened or endangered species. The revegation of the 
site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique species. 
State regulations also require that wildlife habitat~~ at least 
as good as pre-project conditions (CCR Section 3703(h)). 

A pre-project descriptio~_of the site is not possible 
because the project site has aJ.ready been disturbed. However, 
the _re~lamat,ton plan can be designed to Fe~_1:.o,re the site to a 
conditi.cm • simila·r• to tha:t of·· the surrounding area. The 
reciamation plan should~ therefore, discuss vegetative density, 
cover, and species richness of naturally occurring habitats 
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adjacent to the project area, and methods for revegetating the 
site with native plant materials. The reclamation plan should 
also contain criteria for evaluating compliance with the 
revegetation plan. Standards for vegetative cover, density, and 
diversity to be attained over a specific monitoring period should 
be set forth in the reclamation plan (CCR Section 3705(m)). Test 
plots to be conducted simultaneously within mining to determine 
most appropriate revegetation techniques should also be employed. 
Establishment of test plots and refinement of revegetation 
techniques should be compatible with the goal of phasing the 
reclamation over a period of tan years4 

The reclamation plan should also assume that Mohave ground 
squirrel and desert tortoise will recolonize the site if it is 
reclaimed to a suitable condition. Establishment of habitat for 
these species should be a goal of the reclamation plan. 
Additionally, the reclamation plan shou1d contain guidelines for 
mine employees should any desert tortoise be encountered on any 
access road or on the project site itself. E~ployees should be 
advised that desert tortoises are fully protected by state and 
federal law, and may not be taken, harmed 1 or harassed at any 
time. If a tortoise is found on the project site, all operations 
in the vicinity should cease, and either the Departt.ent of Fish 
and Game or u.s. Fish and Wildlife service should be called 
immediately, Only those individuals authorized by U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service may handle desert tortoises. 

In summary, the Department of Fish and Game recommends that 
the reclamation plan be rewritten to contain the infor.mation 
identified above. The Department requests the opportunity to 
review the revised reclamation plan upon its completion. Thank 
you for the opportunity to connnent on this project. If you have 
any questions, please call Ms. Denyse Racine~ Associate Wildlife 
Biologist, at (619} 872-1158. 

Si 

Region 5 

cc: See attached page 
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cc: Ms. Karen Wiese 
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Division of Mines and Geology 
Sacramento, California 

Mr. Leonard Hobbs 
Pacific Lightweight Products 
Glendale, California 

Mr. Ray Bransfield 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Ventura, California 

Mr. Vern Bleich 
Department of Fish and Game 
Bishop, California 

Ms. Denyse Racine 
Department of Fish and Game 
Bishop, California 

Mr. Bruce Kinney 
Department of Fish and Game 
Bishop, California 
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS, CO. 
715 NO. CENTR.ALAVENU~ SUITE# 101, GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91203 

FAX NUMBER- 818-242-4167 OFFICE NUMBER - 818-240-5160 

FAX Date c/11/v II, 1,, J , 
N"umbi;r of P11111r _I _____ _ 

TO: ~rl1s ,fe//t,,, 

COMPANY: P/11111,;,1 lM11i 
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~ 

IF THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH THE TRANSMISSION OR YOU DID NOT RECEIVE 
THE NUMBER OF PAGES SPECIFIED, PLEASE CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY. 
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO. 
RIDGEL/TE • CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES 

715 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE • SUITE 101 • GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91203 • (!!1B} 240-5160 

July 12, 1993 

Denyse Racine 
Dept. of Fish and Game 
407 W. Line Street 
Bishop, CA 93514 

Dear Denyse Racine: 

RlCrilVED 

JUL 14 1993 

lllD Cct- ft.M1ftiti OEPT. 

FILE 

This is in response to our conversation regarding the application for 
Reclamation Plan and CUP for the pumice mine now pending at the 
Inyo County Planning Dept. 

Enclosed is a letter from the Great Basin Unified A.P .C.D. expressing 
their concern with fugitive dust and re-vegetation of the mined area. 
Also enclosed are our comments along with photographs. 

Even though this is fairly self explanatory, I would like to review some 
pertinent information which may not have been fully understood in the 
original application. 

1 . There is no increase in the mined area being re quested. It has 
already reached it's maximum size. From now on there will be a 
contraction of the mined area by means of phased reclamation at 
the rate of a minimum of two acres per year. 

2. All the water used to wet down the haul roads is brought in by 
truck. There is no water available at the site. This would make ·it 
extremely difficult and impractical to re-vegetate by man-made 
means. 

It is our opinion that it would be very helpful if we could meet with you 
and the County Planning Dept. at the site to go over these issues. I 
will call you in the next few days to see if this is possible. 

Sincerely, 

~;;::CTS 

Leonard Hobbs 
Director of Technical Services 

Photo enclosures 

cc Curtis Kellogg 

, 
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO. 
RIDGEL/TE • CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES 

715 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE.• SUITE 101 • GLENDALE, CALII-OANIA 91203 • (818~40-5160 _. :) 
rcw::t'\Jr.;. a"' , .. 

July 2, 1993 

Mr. Curtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Dept. 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

Subject: RECLAMATION PLAN #93~4 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 

Dear Mr. Kellogg~ 

JUL O G 1993 

inY-li cc. ;--... ~.:.J;.~J ~m. 

Please consider this our authorization to waive the time limits required 
by CEQA for the Subject Reclamation Plan and CUP. 

Sincerely, 

PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

~~ 
Leonard Hobbs 
Director of Technical Services 



Peter Chamberlin 
Planning Director 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 876-0263 

FAX: (619) 872-2712 

PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

I, Curtis E. Kellogg, declare that: 

County of 

INYO 

1. I am a citizen of the United states and am employed by the 
County of Inyo, state of California. My Business address 
is 168 North Edwards Street, Post Office Drawer "L", 
Independence, California 93526 

2. I served the foregoing letter by depositing a true copy 
thereof in the united states Mail, with first class postage 
fully paid thereon, in Independence, California, on 
July 1 1 1993, in a sealed envelope addressed as follows: 

Pacific Lightweight Products 
Attn: Mr. Leonard Habbs 
715 North central Avenue 
suite #101 
Glendale, ca. 91203 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of 
California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 1st day of June, 1993, at Independence, California. 

/ - , ' -
~ " ~ ------­-~.- - ·c ./ ~=--/~ -

· . e.u.~tis E. Kellogg 
Associate Planner, county of Inyo 
Project Planner 

Direct Line Dial (619) 878-0267 

CEK/cek 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CAUFO!1NIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 8713-0263 

Peter Chamberlin 
Planning Dfrer::tor 

July 1, 199J 

FAX: (619) 872-2712 

Pacific Lightweight Products 
Attn: Mr. Leonard Hobbs 
715 North Central Avenue 
Suite #101 
Glendale, Ca. 91203 

Re: Reclamation Plan #93-4 and 
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 

County of 

INYO 

COMMENTS FROM THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 
DISTRICT (GBUAPCD), DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION, DIVISION OF MINES 
AND GEOLOGY (DMG) and DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG). 

Dear Mr. Hobbs: 

Enclosed are the comments from the above named agencies on your 
company's Reclamation Plan Application. 

As you are aware, Reclamation Plan #93-4 and conditional Use 
Permit #93-5 were continued from the Inyo County Planning commis­
sion Meeting of June 23, 199] to the meeting scheduled for July 
28, 1993. 

However, the DFG comments may require the re-issuance of the 
environmental documentation, a survey for a rare plant (Cymopter­
us ripleyi), survey for the Federally-Threatened Desert Tortoise 
and a CHIE and 2081 Form for the Mojave Ground Squirrel (see at­
tached). 

The GBUAPCD has concerns about the concurrent and final reclama­
tion of the area. They also wish a further explanation as to 
possible acceleration of the final plant cover for the Reclama­
tion Plan (see attached). 

The DMG has requested that you address the following: Mining 
Operation and Closure; Environmental Setting and Protection of 
Fish and Wildlife Habitat; Hydrology and Water Quality; Resoiling 
and Revegetation (see attached). 

As can be seen from the above comments, a significant amount of 
time will be required to answer the concerned Agencies questions. 
Unfortunately, the issuance of the Environmental Document under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has been chal-
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lenged as to its completeness by the DFG. Therefore we 1:'ecor:mtend 
the foL .. owi::ig: 

l. You write us formally waiving the time limitations under 
CEQA (CEQA requires that a Negative Declaration of Environ­
mental Impact be completed 105 days after the application 
was deemed complete). Should you grant the waiver, the 
Planning Staff will have more time to deal with the endan­
gered species issues. 

OR: 

2. At your option not to grant the waiver, you should be 
aware that ~he Planning Department wi:l R1JCOMMEND DENIAL 
WI~HOUT PREJUDICE at the July 28, 1993 meeting of the Inyo 
county Planning Commission because we have run out of time 
• .. mder CEQA. l'his will allow the concerned agencies the time 
for the research to be conducted as necessary. You will not 
ber required to refile or pay the application fees a second 
time. Be aware that new environmental documentation may be 
required to be prepared by this Department. 

?lease inform us of your decision prior t:o: July 9, 1993. 

Anticipating your speedy written response .i.n this matter. Please 
feel free to contact me if you questions concgrning this matter. 

Sincer~ly, 

----f:,urtis E. Ke-llogg'--- -- ' .__~- ~· 
Associate Planner 
Project Planner 

Direct Line Dial (619) 878-0267 

Attachments: COMMENTS FROM THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTTCN 
CONTROL DISTRlCT (GBUAPCD), DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION, DIVISION 
OF MINES AND GEOLOGY (DMG) and DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG). 
AND: 
RECENTLY REcEIVEO CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. HOBBS TO MR. CAMERON OF 
GBUAPCD (with photos) 

cc: GBUAPC:;), DMG and DFG. 

CEK/cek 



Ellen Hardebeck 

Control OHicer 

" 
f 

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157 Short St. Suite #6 • Bishop, CA 93514 

16191 872-8211 

Mr. Curtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Dept 
Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

June 17, 1993 

RE: Reclamation Plan# 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products company 

Dear Curtis, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Pacific 
Lightweight Products Company 1 s Reclamation Plan. we have reviewed 
their plan and have the following concerns: 

{l) According to Pacific's plan they propose to restore only 
a small number of acres each year. This leaves thirty acres 
waiting to be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow 
pace of reclamation, we believe their program. comes in conflict 
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable 
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a 
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their 
permit what we believe are reasonable ongoing precautions, (ref: 
permit condition 9) 

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore 
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is 
conducting mining activities in an arid, infertile area. They 
pr~pose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without 
help, natural vegetation is supposed to grow, thrive, and 
eventually cover an area JO acres in size. Perhaps they do not 
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish 
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they 
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in 
the distressed areas. 

Thank you for considering these colllI!lents. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Cameron 
4\pac.pUlll\061793.let hir Quality Specialist 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - RESOURCES AGE. 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF MJNES AND GEOLOGY 
MINED-LAND RECLAMATION PROJECT 

Attachment B 
PETE WILSON, Governor 

801 K STREET. MS 12-32 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-3531 
19161 32:3-8567 PHONE June 22, 1993 
I916l 324-1396 FAX 

Curtis E, Kellogg 
Associate Planner 
County of Inyo Planning Department 
Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

Dear Mr. Kellogg: 

'__J ~·rTEr1 
... C 1 :;,-1 uc:_< ___ .......,. __ 

;- • 7 ~::;:._~,:i •• ----.-+l-1· 
.- -,-,.. ,; i=il ------

~_J;;c§-____ I J 

Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5 for 
Pacific Lightweight Products 

The Mined-Land Reclamation Project staff of the Department of 
Conservation 1 s Division of Mines and Geology (DMG) has reviewed 
the Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93 for 
Pacific Lightweight Products. The project includes the removal 
of pumice from a 50 acre open pit mine. The following cominents, 
prepared by James Pompy, Karen Wiese and Catherine Gaggini, are 
offered to assist in your review of this project. 

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) (public 
Resources Code §2710 et seq.) and the State Mining and Geology 
Board regulations for surface mining and reclamation practice 
(California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Chapter 8, 
Article 1, §3500 et seg.) require that specific items be 
addressed or included in reclamation plans. The following items 
were either not included or not sufficiently addressed in the 
documents we reviewed, We recommend that the reclamation plan be 
supplemented to adequately address these mandatory items. 

Mining Operation and Closure 

(Refer to SMARA Sections 2770,5, 2772(a),(b),(c),(d),(e),(f),(i),(j), 2773.1, 
CCR Section 3502(b)(2),(b){S), 3709(a),(b), 3713(a),{b)) 

1. SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated 
depth of mining be indicated in the reclamation plan. It 
was difficult to ascertain the depth of mining in reviewing 
the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining 
be clearly stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark that 
can be referenced in the field for compliance monitoring. 

2. SMARA Section 2772 (f) requires that the reclamation plan 
describe the surface mining operation and provide a time 
schedule for completion of each segment of mining so that 
reclamation can be initiated at the earliest possible time 
on those portions of the mined lands that will not be 
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subject to further disturbance by the surface mining 
operation. The reclamation plan mentions phased reclamation 
occurring over the next ten years. A specific plan 
describing the proposed phased reclamation should be 
presented, and depicted on the site plans. 

3. SMARA Section 2772 (i) states that the reclamation plan 
shall include an assessment of the effect of reclamation on 
future mining at the site. A short statement assessing the 
potential for future mining at the site following 
reclamation should be added to the reclamation plan. 

4. SMARA section 2773.1 requires that financial assurances be 
required of all surface mining operations to guarantee site 
reclamation; that the financial assurances be payable to the 
SMARA lead agency and the state Geologist; that the 
financial assurances be submitted to the state Geologist for 
review and comment; and that lead agencies annually inspect 
mining operations to determine SMARA compliance. These 
requirements should be incorporated into the reclamation 
plan prior to approval. We recommend that financial 
assurance be included to cover the cost of revegetating the 
site should the natural vegetation fail to meet the 
performance standards. 

Environmental setting and 
Protection of Fish and Wildlife Habitat 

(Refer to CCR Sections 3502(b)(l), 3503(c), 3703 (a),(b),(c), 3704(g), 
J705(a), 3705{a),(f), (g), 3710(a),(b), (c),(d), 3713(b) 

5. CCR Section 3502 (b) (1) requires that the reclamation plan 
include a description of the environmental setting of the 
mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for 
the following three reasons: 1) to document baseline 
conditions, 2) to aid in development and evaluation of an 
appropriate revegetation plan, and 3) to evaluate purported 
mining and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat. 

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the 
biotic setting of the site will be necessary to adequately 
establish baseline conditions of the site. This 
quantitative evaluation should include percent cover or 
density, and diversity measurements for each of the 
vegetation types that will 11 naturally" recolonize the 
reclaimed landform. 

Also, prior to any site disturbance, the purported lack of 
impacts to sensitive, rare, threatened, and endangered 
plants and animals should be verified. The revegetation of 
the site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique 
species. Without the knowledge of which species occur on 
the site, the revegetation design cannot target those 
species. 
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6. CCR Section 3705(a) requires that the vegetative cover or 
density, and species-richness be sufficient to stabilize the 
surface against effects of long-term erosion and be similar 
to naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area. 
The vegetative density, cover, and species richness of 
naturally occurring habitats should be documented in 
baseline studies carried out prior to the initiation of 
mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan be amended 
to include the aforementioned baseline studies. 

7. CCR Section 3703(a) requires that all sensitive species be 
conserved or mitigated. The reclamation plan does not 
qualify the statement that 11 there is no known endangered, 
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area. 11 

we recommend that the source of this statement be 
identified, and that the survey methods and results be 
detailed in the reclamation plan. 

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity 
Data Base reports Ripley's cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi), 
a CNPS List 2 plant, occurring near the project vicinity. 
We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by 
surveys conducted at the appropriate time of the year by a 
qualified botanist. We also recommend that an informal 
consultation be conducted with the Department of Fish and 
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that 
may be impacted within the project boundaries. 

8. CCR section 3503(c) states that all reasonable measures be 
taken to protect the habitat of fish and wildlife and CCR 
Section 3703(b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as 
good as pre-project. we recommend that remedial measures 
for habitat restoration be developed should natural 
revegetation of the project site not ensure after cessation 
of mining. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

(Refer to SMARA Sectiona 2772(h)(l),(h)(2), 2773(a), 
CCR Sections 3503(a)(3),(b)(l),ld), 3706(c),(d),(e),(f),(g), 3710 (b),(c), 

3711 (e), 3712) 

9. SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan 
establish site-specific criteria for evaluating compliance 
with the approved reclamation plan, including sediment and 
erosion control. The erosion control measures described in 
the reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading 
slopes and placing coarse aggregate over finer material to 
reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion control 
measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or 
drainage swales. We recommend that the reclamation plan 
include an erosion control monitoring plan, and provide a 
contingency plan that will be set into place to augment the 
proposed erosion control measures (see item #10), if erosion 
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is evident dur1ng annual inspect.ions .. 

10. SM'.ARA section 2772(h) (2) requires that streambanks and 
streambeds be rehabilitated in a manner that will minimize 
erosion, According to the reclamation plan, the. original 
drainage that transected a portion of the site will be re­
established, and coarse aggregate will be laid down ever the 
finer sized material to reduce wind and water erosion. The 
reclamation p:an needs to describe in greater detail how the 
drainage will be protected from water erosion. We recomr.,end 
that sufficiently sized coarse aggregate be applied to the 
drainage area to insure that the drainage is protected from 
water erosion. 

Besoilinq and Reveqetation 

(Refer to SMARA Section 2773(a), CCR sectiong JSQ3(a)\l), (!),{g}, J704(c), 
3705(a), (b),{cJ,{d),(e),(f) 1 (g),(h/,(i),(j) 1 (k},(l),(m), l707ft),(d), 
.J7ll ( a l , { b) ' ( C) , \ d) ' {a; } 

11. CCR Section 37ll establishes mandatory standards for topsoil 
salvage, maintenance, and redistribution. The reclamation 
plan does not discuss ~opsoil management. For example, the 
reclamation plan states that "re-vegetation occurs naturally 
in areas of inactivity." The. seeds I microbial organisms, 
and organic matter found in the upper six inches of growth 
media constitute a significant resource when used in arid 
land reclamation. successful revegetation of the site nay 
not be possible without this resource. We recommend that 
the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and 
reapplied during reclamation. We also reco1:1mend that the 
reclamation plan be amended to address the five subsections 
set forth in t~is section. 

12. SM'.ARA Section 2173 (a) requires that the reclamation plan 
establish 11 site-specific criteria for evaluating co:mpliance 
with the approved reclamation plan, including topography, 
revegetation, and sedinent and erosion control." The 
reclamation plan does not identify the criteria by which the 
success of the revegetation of the site will be judged. We 
highly recommend that minimum standards be developed by the 
operator in conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For 
example, the standards should specifically state the amount 
of vegetative cover or density, and diversity to be attained 
over a specific ~oni~oring period. CCR Section 3705(m) 
requires that these standards and the sampling method be set 
forth in the reclamaticn plan. For revegetation elements, 
monitoring should ba conducted for a minimum of five years 
following implementation. Monitoring should be done on an 
annual basis with reports subnitted to the lead agency and 
DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability 
and success of the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas 
to baseline conditions and performance standards, and 
suggest remedial measures 1 where needed. The sample size 
should provide an SO percent confidence level, as a minimum. 
The review of the reports by agency personnel should allow 
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for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or 
revegetation techniques. 

13. CCR Section 3705(b) requires test plots to be conducted 
simultaneously with mining to determine the most appropriate 
planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be 
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of 
the site. Tests plots could ascertain the amount of 
vegetative cover or density, and diversity attained over 
time to determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in 
meeting the success criteria or minimum standards. 

Please send a copy of the approved reclamation plan, response to 
our comments, and permit issued by you as lead agency under SMARA 
to the Mined-Land Reclamation Program office at 801 K street, 
M.S. 12-32, Sacramento, CA 95814-3531. The approved documents 
will be placed in the Mined-Land Reclamation Project files 
pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. 

If you have any questions on these comments or require any 
assistance with other mine reclamation issues, please contact me 
at (916) 323-8565. 

Concur: 

incerely, 

)Ya'.,,-,"-"---6>-f.._ \ ~/ 

James Pompy _ / .0. 
Mined-land Reclama~ion 
Project Manager 

ea ·.J;) • 13 -r::_~ L /~ ~ 
Dated: Trinda L. Bedrossian 

Supervising Geologist 
RG 3363, CEG 1064 

cc: Mr. Dennis O'Bryant, Office of Mine Reporting & Reclamation 
Compliance 
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STA.TE OF C.4.LJFOl!NIA-THE RESOURCES AGENC'I 

-
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND~GAME 

407 w. Line Street 
Bishop, CA !?J514 
872-1171 

June 14, 1993 

a,ECEIVE°il 

JUN 1 8 1993 

Ui'{D CC. Naiiii rel. 

Inyo county Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

"' '-

I, 

I ' J 
-· 

. 
l 

PETE WILSON, Go--,. 

ROGER DEHA1'1T \ : 
CURTIS KEU.~ 

A I 
.~ 

C. THISTI..ETf-fWAlfW/ ~ 

SANDY MILLER ~ 

: 8:-?AO ~~E:TT /. t·.1 ·1 
I 

I EAR1_Gfa.NN I 
I I '"·ANET CROSS 

Attn: Mr. Curtis Kellogg I FILE 
--_;;___------.:..-~ 

Dear Mr. Kellogg, 

The Department of Fish and Game has reviewed the Negative 
Declaration and Initial Study for Reclamation Plan #93-4 and 
Conditional Use Permit #93-5, Pacific Lightweight Products. The 
proposed project is a Reclamation Plan for an existing open pit 
p~mice mine, and an application for a Conditional Use Permit to 
increase the area of disturbance to 50. 4 acres. The proposed 
project is located in the Cactus Flats area within the Caso 
Mountains in south Inyo county. The proposed project is within the 
range of the Mohave ground squirrel, a species listed as Threatened 
by the Department of Fish and Ga.me, and the desert tortoise, a 
species listed as Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Department of Fish and Game. A rare plant species, 
Ripley's cymopterus, cymopterus ripleyi, is also known from the 
project vicinity. 

The document states that "The applicant has stated that there are 
no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation on or 
around the project site". The California Natural Diversity Data 
Base shows that populations of Ripley' s cy:mopterus have been 
docUI11ented near the project site. The Negative Declaration should 
include evidence that a qualified botanist has checked the project 
site and determined that no rare, threatened, or endangered species 
are found on the project site. 

Since the project is also within the range of the Mohave ground 
squirrel, a state Threatened species, a Cumulative Human Impact 
Evaluation must be completed for the project. This evaluation must 
be completed by a qualified biologist who has received training in 
evaluation methodology conducted by the Department. Once the CHIE 
has been completed, the Department will determine appropriate 
mitigation for the project. A desert tortoise survey must also be 
completed by a qualified biologist for this project. 

The project proponent must then obtain from the Department an 
Endangered Species Management Agreement (2081) for this project. 
The CHIE and 2081 are necessary because the Mohave ground squirrel 
is still listed as Threatened, pending review of the recent Fish 
and Game CoJDJDission action by the Office of Adlll.inistrative Law. 
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The Department believes that the Negative Declaration as written 
does not contain information sufficient to support the findings of 
no significant environmental impact, and should be rewritten to 
include the results of" the desert tortoise survey, rare plant 
survey, and Mohave ground squirrel CHIE. The revised Negative 
Declaration should then be recirculated for public review. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you 
have any questions, please call me or Mr. Bruce Kinney at the above 
telephone number. 

Sincerely, 

)Lf,/J/J·~j f&tl-:-:.U 
DenysiJ Racine 
Associate Wildlife Biologist 
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO . 
. 'IIOGELITE • CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES 

715 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE • SUITE 101 • GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91203 • (618) 240-5160 

June 30, 1993 

Mr. Larry Cameron 
Great Basin Unified A.P.C.D. 
157 Short Street, Suite 6 
Bishop, CA 93514 

Subject: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 FOR PUMICE MINE 

Dear Mr. Cameron: 

This is to comment on your letter of June 17, 1993 to the Inyo 
Country Planning Department regarding the subject reclamation plan 
and more particularly the problem of fugitive dust at the site. 

In accordance with our APCD Permit to Operate and as you are aware 
from our monthly reports to your office, water is applied to the haul 
roads and around the processing area on a daily basis during 
operating hours. Course aggregate is also applied over the large sand 
stock piles in order to stabtlize the surface . 

There are, however, some developments pertaining to wind erosion 
and fugitive dust that we have been studying over the past 8 years fn 
which the mine has been in operation. We have been conducting 
experiments to find out what would happen if no coarse aggregate 
was applied to the outer surface of a newly established stock pile of 
fine sand. The results indicate an interesting phenomenon occurs. 
The wind will erode the fine particles of sand and expose the coarser 
larger particles below. As this erosion is progressing, the a i rborn dust 
is reduced because it is much mor,a difficult for the force of the wind 
to move these larger pieces. Then something else happens which is 
of great importance. The rain falls and mixes with the pumice. 
Because the pumice has pozzolanic properties, it will react with the 
water to make a cementitious mixture. When it dries a crust is 
formed. This crust stabilizes the surface and prevents the particles 
from becoming airborne. 

Right after stabilization of the ground occurs, seeds will attach 
themselves to this solid surface and germanation will begin naturally 
without human intervention. The roots of these plants will further aid 
in the stabilization of the surface. Attached are some photographs 
showing evidence of this process. 

Therefore, based on these facts, it is our recommentation that in 
order to achieve mitigation of the airborne dust the fastest way 
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possible would be to follow this method of reclamation as described 
above and in more detail in the Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 which is 
now pending. 

Sincerely, 

PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

~~ 
Leonard Hobbs 
Director of Technical Services 

Photo enclosures 

cc: Mr. Curtis Kellogg 
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PACIFIC NATURAL AGGREGATE CO. PUMICE MINE 
Otancha, California 
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Main entrance to the pumice mine. Notice how the stockpile has 
revegetated without human intervention. 

- .. ... .,. .. 
:: 

• 1W 

Date of photos: JUNE 22, 1993 
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PACIFIC NATURAL AGGREGATE CO. PUMICE MINE 
Olancha, California 

New growth just start ing aiong the side of a stockpile area . 

Date of ohotos: JUNE 22, 1993 
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PACIFIC NATURAL AGGREGATE CO. PUMICE MINE 
Otancha, California 

These are stockpiles of pumice 
ready for shipment. 

area, 

'· 
'• 

I • 1•• 

Notice how the wind has blown the fine sand off from the surface of this 
area and exposed the coarser particles below. Then the rain has come 
along and the water has mixed with the pumice to form a dry crust which 
resists wind erosion. This flat area is the top of the large sand stockpile 
on the south side of the main road just inside the main gate. 

Date of photos: JUNE 22, 1993 
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

157 Short St. Suite N6 - Bishop, CA 93514 
(5191 872-8211 

Mr. curtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Dept 
Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

June 17, 1993 

RE: Reclamation Plan# 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products Company 

Dear curt is, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on 
Lightweight Products company's Reclamation Plan. We have 
their plan and have the following concerns: 

Pacific 
reviewed 

(1) According to Pacific 1 s plan they propose to restore only 
a small number of acres each year. This leaves thirty acres 
waiting to be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow 
pace of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict 
with our FUgitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable 
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a 
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their 
permit what we believe are reasonable ongoing precautions. (ref: 
permit condition 9) 

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore 
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is 
conducting mining activities in an arid, infertile area. They 
propose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without 
help, natural vegetation is supposed to grow, thrive, and 
eventually cover an area 30 acres in size. Perhaps they do not 
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish 
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they 
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in 
the distressed areas. 

Thank you for considering these comments. 

Sincerely, 

4\pac.pum\061793.let 

~~ 
Laiycam.eron 
Air Quality Specialist 

' 

I 



Peter Chamberlin 
Pfannlng Director 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPrnDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 878-0263 
FAX: (619) 872-2712 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 

JUNE~ 1993 

County of 

INYO 

RE: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 L PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 L PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

PROJECT LOCATION: 

The subject property is located in Inyo county approximately 
2 miles south of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east 
on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the 
coso Range Mountains in south Inyo county [Township 20 South, 
Range J7 East, Sections 1 and 12, M,D,B. & M.J. The property 
consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific 
Lightweight Products). Access to the site will be by an unpaved, 
county maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (Co. I.D. 
#5024)(see attached Vicinity Map]. The nearest developed area to 
the site would be a ranch operation approximately 2 miles north 
of the pit area. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an 
existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved 
Conditional use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1), The operator has exceeded 
the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The 
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 
acres. As this is a major amendment to a previously approved 
Conditional Use Permit, the applicant has filed applications for 
both a Conditional Use Permit (mine is on private lands) and a 
Reclamation Plan (as required by the State Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act [SMARAJ). Therefore, this project is a request 
by Pacific Lightweight Products to comply with the requirements 
of both the county mining ordinance and SMARA in regards to 
reclamation of existing mining operations. All the disturbed land 
is zoned OS-40 (open Space - 40 acres minimum). 

1 



Attachment B 
BACKGROUND: 

Access is either by established truck routes on the site, or by 
Cactus Flats Road, as previously mentioned. The applicant has 
stated that there are no known endangered, threatened or sensi­
tive vegetation on or around the project site. The only fauna 
traversing the area are coyotes. The Desert Tortoise and Mohave 
Ground Squirrel are not now known to inhabit the project site or 
surrounding area. The area has been mined in the past and there 
is subsequent revegetation of areas already disturbed (such as 
low grade ore stockpiles). 

The general geology of the area is that of granite and metamor­
phic rocks which are overlain by alluvial gravels, tuffs, lake 
beds and andesitic and basaltic lava flows. The latter is re­
ferred to as the Cose Formation. 

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed in some 
places. The occurrences east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered 
for the most part to represent rhyolitic pyrocrastic flows and to 
a lesser degree water-reworked pumice of the same composition. 
They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part 
of the late Tertiary Cose Formation. It represents a limited and 
unique period of explosive volcanic activity in the Cose region 
which appears to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/- 0.20 
million years ago. 

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. It is a water­
lain deposit from 5 to 40 feet deep that dips 6 degrees to the 
west. The moisture content of the 11 in situ 11 pumice varies be­
tween 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is such that it will 
excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in 
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the sur­
face with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds are 
exposed on the property to interfere with mining. 

LAND USES/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE: 

The surrounding land uses are as follows: 

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.a 
acres minimum). 

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

East: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum). 

West: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

2 
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: 

The mined pumice is crushed and screened and then transported to 
the Newhall area in southern California for further processing. 
The pumice removed from the site will be used in producing light­
weight concrete. 

The Pumice is removed by Bulldo2er and a front-end loader picks 
up the material and transports it to the processing plant. The 
processing plant was set up near the center of the deposit for 
ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front end 
loader deposits the pumice far crushing and screening and then 
returns to the quarry. However, instead of having the loader go 
back empty, the operator picks up already processed (screened) 
material, and transports to the on-site stockpiles prior to 
return to the quarry. There are 3 stockpile areas located around 
the site. The applicant has indicated that is the justification 
for the entire area being mined at the same time (hence, the 
expansion from the original 20 acre permit in 1985). 

starting in 1993, the si2e of the mined area will be reduced in 
size at the rate of a minimum of 2 acres per year (see attached 
colored "Contour Map at conclusion of Mining 11 ). 

An estimated 20,000 tons of pumice are currently extracted per 
year. At maximwn capacity 30,000 tons per year may be achieved. 
At the current volume of extraction, the life of the mine opera­
tion has been calculated to end in the year 2003. 

No waste material is generated by the mining process. 

The mining operation employs a 
crew working B hours per day. 
week and commute to the mining 
surrounding rural areas. 

4 person mining/hauling/operations 
These employees work 5 days per 

site from various communities and 

There i~ no water supply at the site and the water used for dust 
suppression on the haul roads and operations area is transported 
in by truck and tanker from Haiwee Reservoir. No water is uti­
lized at the site for the extraction process. Potable water is 
purchased by Pacific Lightweight for their employees. 

The sanitary facilities on the site are portable toilets. 

The mining operation utilizes mobile equipment. The equipment 
consists of: Tracked D9N bulldozer; a front end loader; a water 
truck; a bobcat loader; a portable welder; 4 screens; a 15 belt 
conveyor system; a rock crusher and l truck scale. Water and 
fuel are trucked to the site. 

Equipment is refueled and lubricated as needed by a mobile serv­
ice truck. No hazardous contaminants are released from the 
mobile service vehicle. 

No additional road construction is required beyond maintenance of 
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the existing roads to and crossing the property. 

RECLAMATION PLAN: 

The project before the Commission consists of a reclamation 
submitted to amend a previously approved Conditional Use 
with reclamation conditions (C.U.P. #85-1). 

plan 
Permit 

The reclamation plan, as submitted, calls for the removal of all 
equipment from the site. As the equipment utilized at the site 
is mobile, it will be removed from the site at time of closure. 

Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scale will be 
broken up and buried on the site. 

All of the access and hauling roads are to be contoured, ripped 
or scarified. All open pits and piles of ore and any waste 
materials/overburden existing at time of closure shall be leveled 
to conform, as much as possible, with the existing terrain. The 
overall effect will be that of rounded, undulating mounds that 
will blend in with the surrounding landscape as much as possible. 
Any cut slopes will either be benched or sloped to blend in with 
the existing contours of the land (as shown on the maps submitted 
with the applications). 

Based upon the long history of continued mining at the site and 
the large ore reserves, it appears that only a major economic 
event would result in the mining activity being discontinued and 
abandoned (year 2003 estimated completion date). This may result 
in a difficult determination as to when the mining activity 
11 ceases11 and when the reclamation plan is to be implemented. 

During the past 7 years it was found that revegetation occurs 
naturally in areas of inactivity. 

The final mine closure will include the following site reclama­
tion activities: 

1. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For 
that reason no artificial revegetation is proposed and the 
site will be allowed to revegetate without human interven­
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of 
closure, they will be recontoured in accordance with the 
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica­
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over the finer 
sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust. 

Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity 
in a phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific 
Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation 
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the 
success of revegetation without human intervention. Success 
shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant 
count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed 
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ground. The Planning Department will determine the method 
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count). 
If natural revegetation is "unsuccessful" then Pacific Light 
weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed 
mix. 

2. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to 
reclaim areas disturbed after 1976 or already scarified by 
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude 
into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the 
"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the 
Reclamation Plan, a new appraisal of the site will occur. 
contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation. 

3. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and 
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent 
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli­
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and 
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. All 
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading 
will maintain the drainage of the area. 

4. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining 
operation roads with in the area of operations. 

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES: 

As required by the Division of Mines and Geology and the Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have 
been formulated for this reclamation plan by the applicant. Mr. 
Earl Gann (Mining Engineer, Inyo County Planning Department) has 
reviewed the applicant's proposed reclamation procedures and 
costs and did concur with the proposed financial assurance 
amount. 

The applicant proposes to do reclamation on a concurrent basis. 
This is allowed by SMARA. The applicant's cost estimates are 
projected to be $20,000.00 dollars. The county concurs with the 
applicant's estimate. 

Mr. Hobbs (the representative for Pacific Lightweight Products) 
has done a creditable job in calculating the required work to 
reclaim the mine site. Pacific Lightweight plans to reclaim 2 
acres each year for the next 10 years. The remainder (30+ acres 
will be done at time of closure). The map provided, and attached 
to this Staff Report, will be a great help to Mining Engineer 
assigned to the Planning Department in verifying the reclamation 
completed on a yearly basis. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmen­
tal Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial Study was completed and a 
Draft Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact, was prepared 
and circulated for public review and comment by June 18, 1993. No 
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comments other than the comment from the CALTRANS office, stating 
that the project would have no effect on the State transportation 
system, were received. 

California Department of Transportation comments: 

The California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) 
on the Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact 
circulated for review. 

commented 
that was 

As a Responsible Agency, CALTRANS did not feel there would be any 
significant impacts from this project on the state transportation 
system (see attached CALTRANS letter). 

Division of Mines and Geology Collll(lents: 

Pursuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclama­
tion plan applications to the State Geologist (Division of Mines 
and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment period prior to any 
approval of a reclamation plan. 

The State Geologist's comments on a pending application requires 
the County to prepare a written response addressing the issues 
raised in their comments. In addition, if the County's position 
differs from the state Geologist's comments, our responses are to 
address, in detail, why specific comments and suggestions were 
not accepted. 

As of the date of this staff Report, no comments were received 
from the State Geologist. 

This is a project with a greater than a 11 de minimus" finding as 
defined by the Department of Fish and Game since it will have a 
measurable adverse impact on wildlife resources. Some vegetation 
will be disturbed at the project area, so payment of the fee is 
reguired pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code. 

If this project is approved, the applicant will be required to 
pay a fee of $1275.00 dollars at the time the Planning Department 
files a Notice of Determination in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward 
the monies to the Department of Fish and Game. Section 21809 (b) 
of the Public Resources Code provides that this project will not 
be 11 operative, vested or final 11 until this fee has been paid. 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

Notice of this public hearing has been posted, published and 
mailed to all parties concerned. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission ap­
prove Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5 by 
taking the following actions (3 motions): 

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all written and verbal 
comments received, adopt the Negative Declaration of Envi­
ronmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements of 
the California Environmental Quality Act. 

B. Find the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the 
requirements of chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation) 
of the Inyo County code and the provisions of the State 
surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA). 

c. Approve Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit 
#93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products subject to the follow­
ing conditions: 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 

1. Any expansion of the mining activity or surface disturbance 
beyond that depicted in the application and accompanying 
plans shall require the submission and approval of an amend­
ed reclamation plan and Conditional Use permit by Inyo 
county. 

2. This Reclamation Plan and conditional Use Permit shall 
become void unless the use is established or construction 
necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approv­
al unless extended by the Planning Commission. 

3. Every effort will be made to save seed bearing surface soil 
(if any) so that it may be spread over the disturbed surface 
to enhance revegetation. 

4. Reclamation shall take place on an ongoing basis (concurrent 
reclamation). 

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 

5. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For 
that reason no artificial revegetation is proposed and the 
site will be allowed to revegetate without human interven­
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of 
closure, they will be recontoured in accordance with the 
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica­
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over the finer 
sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust. 

Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity 
in a phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific 

7 



Attachment B 

Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation 
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the 
success of revegetation without human intervention. Success 
shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant 
count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed 
ground. The Planning Department will determine the method 
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count). 
If natural revegetation is "unsuccessful" then Pacific Light 
weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed 
mix to the failed area(s). 

6. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to 
reclaim areas disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by 
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude 
into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the 
"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the 
Reclamation Plan a new appraisal of the site will occur. 
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation. 

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and 
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent 
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli­
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and 
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. All 
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading 
will maintain the drainage of the area. 

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining 
operation roads within the area of operations. 

9. Pre-mining drainage courses will be restored to the satis­
faction of the Inyo County Planning Department. All pre­
mining drainage courses will be restored within three months 
of closure and such reclamation shall not promote accelerat­
ed soil erosion. 

lo. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash and 
debris shall be removed from the site within three months of 
closure. 

11. Financial assurances in the sum of $20,000.00 dollars in the 
form of a surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit or trust 
fund shall be posted with the Inyo county Planning Depart­
ment. Said financial assurances shall be payable to the 
County of Inyo and the Director of Conservation. 

12. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the 
Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaiming 
the lands as per the conditions specified herein prior to 
any additional mining or exploration activities commencing. 

13. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat 
considered to be in accord with the standards set by 
Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because 
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the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habi­
tat, however sparse, Section 711.4 of Fish and Game code 
requires the payment of a $1,250.00 fee before this project 
becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact 
is greater than the de minimus standard of Section 711.4, 
Said $1,250 and a $25 documentary handling fee shall be paid 
by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is 
filed by the Planning Department (5 days after reclamation 
plan and conditional use permit approval). 

14. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's 
compliance with the conditions listed above shall be evalu­
ated every year, as required by Section 2774(b) of SMARA, 
after the date of approval. The amount of the financial 
assurances shall also be reviewed and adjusted as deemed 
appropriate, at that time. 

19. The applicant shall notify the Inyo county Planning 
ment prior to closure of the mining operation in 
coordinate reclamation of the site. 

Attachments: Vicinity Map 

CEK/cek 

"Contour Map at conclusion of Mining" 
CALTRANS Letter 
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Ptannlng Director 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER l • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 878-0263 
FAX: (619) 8 72-271 2 

County of 

INYO 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 

JUNE 23, 1993 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 

Application: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 
PRODUCTS 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 
PRODUCTS 

Applicant/Owner: 
Representative: 
Date of Hearing: 
Location: 

APN: 
zoning: 
General Plan 
Designation: 

Total Acreage: 
Project Planner: 

BACKGROUND 

Pacific Lightweight Products 
Mr. Leonard Hobbs 
June 23, 1993 
The property consists of a 640 acre 
parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 
J20 acres has been leased to Lightweight 
Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight 
Products). The subject property is located 
approximately 2 miles south of the community 
of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east on Cactus 
Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area 
within the coso Range Mountains in south 
Inyo County. 
38-200-01 
OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acre minimum). 

OP - Park/ Recreational 40 acre/ or as 
Designated 
50.4 acres. 
Curtis E. Kellogg 

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an 
existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved 
conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceeded 
the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The 
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 
acres. 
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After publishing the public hearing notice, additional comments 
were received from the Governors Office of Planning.and Research 
that routed the environmental documentation to the Department of 
Fish and Game. 

The Department of Fish and Game comments are rather extensive 
(attached) and additional time will be required by the applicant, 
Staff and possibly others to adequately address their concerns 
regarding a rare plant species (Ripley's cymopterus), the comple­
tion of a Cumulative Human Impact Evaluation and the request for 
and Endangered Species Management Agreement (2081) from the 
California Department of Fish and Game. 

Since the Public Hearing was advertised in the newspaper, the 
Commission needs to take formal action in continuing this item to 
the July 28, 1993 Planning Commission Public Hearing. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission take 
the following action: 

"Request continuance of RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC 
LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS and CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / 
PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS to the July 28, 1993 Planning 
Commission Public Hearing in order to address the concerns 
raised in correspondence from the State of California De­
partment of Fish and Game. 11 

Attacrnnent: 

CEK/cek 

OPR Letter and California Department of 
Fish and Game Comments 
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GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH 
1400 TENTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

Jun 16, 1993 

CURTIS KELLOGG 
INYO COUNTY PLANNING 
P.O. DRAWER L 
INDEPENDENCE, CA 93526 

Subject: RECLAIMATION PLAN #93-4 
SCH# 93052045 

Dear CURTIS KELLOGG: 

PETE WILSON , Governor 

aic11VE.fl 

JUN 181993 

ttWO Ctt rtUllfli om. 

t 

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named environmental 
document to selected state agencies for review. The review period is 
closed and none of the state agencies have comments. This letter 
acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review 
requirements for draft environmental documents, pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act. 

Please call Russell Colliau at (916) 445-0613 if you have 
any questions regarding the environmental review process. When 
contacting the Clearinghouse in this matter, please use the eight-digit 
state Clearinghouse number so that we may respond promptly. 

Sincerely, 

.,............. ,~-~ 
/' / t~ 

', < -,:'_,·:> ·<. :~-<--; '- ';- --
Christine Kinne 
Acting Deputy Director, Permit Assistance 

ROGER DEHART_. 
CURTIS KELLOGG 
C. THISTLE11-lWAIT 
SANDY Mi! . .LER 

! 8 RAD METT /i 1vt ,--..i.....::::..:.:.:.::.:._.:..:.:.:.:...::_...-.~---1-
; EARL GANN -~:.::.:.:~:..::..:.:_:_---r--j 

JANET CROSS 

FILE 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND,GAME 
k IE C i- I ·v· E. II 

407 w. Line street 
Bishop, CA 93514 
87.2-1171 

June 14, 1993 

JUN 181993 

irro .co. P1J'6116 IIIPL 

Inyo County Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA ~35.26 
Attn: Mr. Curtis Kellogg 

Dear Mr. Kellogg, 

PETE WILSON, Go,...,,..,, 

---::::-:--~~--
ROGER ~AT 
CURTIS KEU.OCII 
C. THISTIETl-fW 
SANDY MILLER 

._IANET CROSS 
FILE 

--------L_ ._ J 

~he Department of Fish and Game has reviewed the Negative 
Declaration and Initial study for Reclamation Plan #93-4 and 
Conditional Use Permit #93-5, Pacific Lightweight Products. The 
proposed project is a Recla1t1ation Plan for an existing open pit 
pumice mine, and an application for a Conditional Use Perm.it to 
increase the area of disturbance to 50. 4 acres. The proposed 
project is located in the Cactus Flats area within the Coso 
Mountains in south Inyo County. The proposed project is within the 
range of the Mohave ground squirrel, a species listed as Threatened 
by the Department of Fish and Game, and the desert tortoise, a 
species listed as Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Department of Fish and Game. A rare plant species, 
Ripley's cymopterus, cymopterus ripleyi, is also known from the 
project vicinity. 

The document states that "The applicant has stated that there are 
no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation on or 
around the project site". The California Natural Diversity Data 
Base shows that populations of Ripley's cymopterus have been 
documented near the project site, The Negative Declaration should 
include evidence that a qualified botanist has checked the project 
site and determined that no rare, threatened, or endangered species 
are found on the project site. 

Since the project is also within the range of the Mohave ground 
squirrel, a state Threatened species, a CUmulative Human Impact 
Ev~luation must be completed for the project. This evaluation must 
be completed by a qualified biologist who has received training in 
evaluation methodology conducted by the Department. Once the CHIE 
has been completed, the Department will determine appropriate 
mitigation for the project. A desert tortoise survey must also be 
completed by a qualified biologist for this project. 

The project proponent must then obtain from the Department em 
Endangered Species Management Agreement (2081) for this project. 
The CHIE and 2081 are necessary because the Mqhave ground squirrel 
is still listed as Threatened, pending revi~w of the recent Fish 
and Game Commission action by the Office of Administrative Law. 
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The Department believes that the Negative Declaration as written 
does not contain information sufficient to support the findings of 
no aignificant environmental impact, and should be rewritten to 
include the results of the desert tortoise survey, rare plant 
survey, and Mohave ground squirrel CHIE. The revised Negative 
Declaration should then be recirculated for public review. 

Thank you for the opportunity to coJ11111ent on thi~ project. If you 
have any questions, please call me or Mr .. Bruce Kinney at the above 
telephone number. 

Sincerely, 

~ i~u 
Associate Wil~lite Biologist 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 876-0263 

Peter Chamberlin 
Plannfng Director 

June 16, 1993 

FAX: (619) 872-2712 

Pacific Lightweight Products 
Attn: Mr. Leonard Hobbs 
715 North Central Avenue 
Suite #101 
Glendale, ca. 91203 

Re: Reclamation Plan #9J-4 and 
Conditional use Permit #93-5 

Dear Mr. Hobbs: 

Enclosed is the preliminary Staff Report for the above 
to be presented to the Inyo County Planning Commission 
meeting of June 23, 1993. 

County of 

INYO 

projects 
at its 

This report is being sent to you for your early review and com­
ment. Please review the Staff recommended conditions of approv­
al. Please be advised that any portion of the attached Staff 
Report is subject to change. 

Please call me as soon as possible if you have any questions or 
comments. The staff Report will be transmitted to the Planning 
Commission on June 18, 1993, Please let me have your comments by 
5 p.m. on June 17 1 1993. 

Attachment: staff Report - RP93-4/CUP93-5 

CEK/cek 



Peter Chamberlin 
Planning Director 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: {619) 878-0263 
FAX: (619) 872-2712 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM HO. 7 

County of 

INYO 

RE: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 L PACIFIC LIGH'l'WEIGH'l' PRODUCTS 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 L PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGH'l' PRODUCTS 

PROJECT LOCATION: 

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately 
2 miles south of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east 
on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the 
Caso Range Mountains in south Inyo County [Township 20 South, 
Range 37 East, Sections 1 and 12, M.D.B. & M.J. The property 
consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific 
Lightweight Products). Access to the site will be by an unpaved, 
County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (Co. I.D. 
#5024)[see attached Vicinity Map]. The nearest developed area to 
the site would be a ranch operation approximately 2 miles north 
of the pit area. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an 
existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved 
conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceeded 
the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The 
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 
acres. As this is a major amendment to a previously approved 
Conditional Use Permit, the applicant has filed applications for 
both a conditional Use Permit (mine is on private lands) and a 
Reclamation Plan (as required by the State Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act [SMARAJ). Therefore, this project is a request 
by Pacific Lightweight Products to comply with the requirements 
of both the county mining ordinance and SMARA in regards to 
reclamation of existing mining operations. All the disturbed land 
is zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum). 
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Attachment B 

BACXGROUND: 

Access is either by established truck routes on the site, or by 
Cactus Flats Road , as previously mentioned. The applicant has 
stated that there are no known endangered, threatened or sensi­
tive vegetation on or around the project site. The only fauna 
traversing the area are coyotes. The Desert Tortoise and Mohave 
Ground Squirrel are not now known to inhabit the project site or 
surrounding area. The area has been mined in the past and there 
is subsequent revegetation of areas already disturbed (such as 
low grade ore stockpiles). 

The general geology of the area is that of granite and metamor­
phic rocks which are overlain by alluvial gravels, tuffs, lake 
beds and andesitic and basaltic lava flows. The latter is re­
ferred to as the coso Formation. 

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed in some 
places. The occurrences east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered 
for the most part to represent rhyolitic pyrocrastic flows and to 
a lesser degree water-reworked pumice of the same composition. 
They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part 
of the late Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and 
unique period of explosive volcanic activity in the Coso region 
which appears to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/- 0.20 
million years ago. 

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. It is a water­
lain deposit from 5 to 40 feet deep that dips 6 degrees to the 
west. The moisture content of the 11 in situ11 pumice varies be­
tween 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is such that it will 
excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in 
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the sur­
face with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds are 
exposed on the property to interfere with mining. 

LAND USES/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE: 

The surrounding land uses are as follows: 

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40,0 
acres minimum). 

south: vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

East: vacant BLM Lands. zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

West: Vacant BLM Lands. zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 
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COHDITIONAL USE PERMIT: 

The mined pumice is crushed and screened and then transported to 
the Newhall area in Southern California for further processing. 
The pumice removed from the site will be used in producing light­
weight concrete. 

The Pum.ice is removed by Bulldozer and a front-end loader picks 
up the material and transports it to the processing plant. The 
processing plant was set up near the center of the deposit for 
ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front end 
loader deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then 
returns to the quarry. However, instead of having the loader go 
back empty, the operator picks up already processed (screened) 
material, and transports to the on-site stockpiles prior to 
return to the quarry. There are 3 stockpile areas located around 
the site. The applicant has indicated that is the justification 
for the entire area being mined at the same time (hence, the 
expansion from the original 20 acre permit in 1985). 

S~arting in 1993, the size of the mined area will be reduced in 
size at the rate of a minimum of 2 acres per year (see attached 
colored "Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining"). 

An estimated 20,000 tons of pumice are currently extracted per 
year. At maximum capacity 30,000 tons per year may be achieved. 
At the current volume of extraction, the life of the mine opera­
tion has been calculated to end in the year 2003. 

No waste material is generated by the mining process. 

The mining operation employs a 
crew working 8 hours per day. 
week and commute to the mining 
surrounding rural areas. 

4 person mining/hauling/operations 
These employees work 5 days per 

site from various communities and 

There is no water supply at the site and the water used for dust 
suppression on the haul roads and operations area is transported 
in by truck and tanker from Haiwee Reservoir. No water is uti­
lized at the site for the extraction process. Potable water is 
purchased by Pacific Lightweight for their employees. 

The sanitary facilities on the site are portable toilets. 

The mining operation utilizes mobile equipment. The equipment 
consists of: Tracked D9N bulldozer; a front end loader; a water 
truck; a bobcat loader; a portable welder; 4 screens; a 15 belt 
conveyor system; a rock crusher and l truck scale. Water and 
fuel are trucked to the site. 

Equipment is refueled and lubricated as needed by a mobile serv­
ice truck. No hazardous contaminants are released from the 
mobile service vehicle. 

No additional road construction is required beyond maintenance of 
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Attachment B 

the existing roads to and crossing the property# 

RECLAMATIOII FLAIi: 

The project before the Commission consists of a rec-lamation plan 
sUbmitted to amend a previously approved Conditional Use Permit 
with reclamation conditions (C.U.P. #85-1). 

The reclamation plan~ as submitted, calls for the removal of all 
equipment from the site. As the equipment utilized at the site 
is mobile, it will be removed from the site at time of closure. 

Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scale will be 
broken up and buried on tbe site. 

All of the access and hauling roads are to be contoured, ripped 
or scarified. All open pits and piles of ore and any waste 
materials/overburden existing at time of closure shall be leveled 
to conform, as much as possible, with the existing terrain. The 
overal1 effect will be that or rounded, undulating mounds that 
will blend in with the surrounding landscape as much as possib1e. 
Any cut slopes will either be benched or sloped to blend in with 
the existing contours of the land (as shown on the maps submitted 
with t.lle app1ications}. 

Based upon the long history of continued mining at the site and 
the large ore reserves, it appears that only a major economic 
event would result in the mining activity being discontinued and 
abandoned (year 2003 estimated completion date). This may result 
in a difficult determination as to when the mining activity 
"ceases" and when the reclamation plan is to be implemented. 

During the 
naturally in 

past 7 years it was found 
areas of inactivity. 

that revegetation occurs 

The final mine closure wil1 include the following site reclama­
tion activities: 

1. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For 
that reason no artificial revegetation is proposed and the 
site will be allowed to revegetate without hUJllan interven­
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of 
closure, they will be recontoured in accordance with the 
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica­
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over the finer 
sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust. 

upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity 
in a phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific 
Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation 
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the 
success of revegetation without human intervention. success 
shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant 
count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed 
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ground. The Planning Department will determine the method 
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count). 
If natural revegetation is 11 unsuccessful 11 then Pacific Light 
weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed 
mix. 

2. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to 
reclaim areas disturbed after 1976 or already scarified by 
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude 
into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the 
"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the 
Reclamation Plan, a new appraisal of the site will occur. 
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation. 

J. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and 
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent 
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli­
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and 
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. All 
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading 
will maintain the drainage of the area. 

4. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining 
operation roads with in the area of operations. 

FINAMCIAL ASSURANCES: 

As required by the Division of Mines and Geology and the surface 
Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have 
been formulated for this reclamation plan by the applicant. Mr. 
Earl Gann (Mining Engineer, Inyo county Planning Department) has 
reviewed the applicant's proposed reclamation procedures and 
costs and did concur with the proposed financial assurance 
amount. 

The applicant proposes to do reclamation on a concurrent basis. 
This is allowed by SMARA. The applicant's cost estimates are 
projected to be $20,000.00 dollars. The county concurs with the 
applicant's estimate. 

Mr. Hobbs (the representative for Pacific Lightweight Products) 
has done a creditable job in calculating the required work to 
reclaim the mine site. Pacific Lightweight plans to reclaim 2 
acres each year for the next 10 years. The remainder (30+ acres 
will be done at time of closure). The map provided, and attached 
to this Staff Report, will be a great help to Mining Engineer 
assigned to the Planning Department in verifying the reclamation 
completed on a yearly basis. 

ENVIRONIIEN'l'AL REVIEW: 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmen­
tal Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial study was completed and a 
Draft Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact, was prepared 
and circulated for public review and comment by June 18, 1993. No 
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coIDlllents other than the comment from the CALTRANS office, stating 
that the project would have no effect on the State transportation 
system, were received. 

California Department of Transportation Comments: 

The California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) commented 
on the Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact that was 
circulated for review. 

As a Responsible Agency, CALTRANS did not feel there would be any 
significant impacts from this project on the State transportation 
system (see attached CALTRANS letter). 

Division of Mines and Geology comments: 

Pursuant to SMARA, the county is required to submit all reclama­
tion plan applications to the State Geologist (Division of Mines 
and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment period prior to any 
approval of a reclamation plan. 

The State Geologist's comments on a pending application requires 
the county to prepare a written response addressing the issues 
raised in their comments. In addition, if the County's position 
differs from the State Geologist's comments, our responses are to 
address, in detail, why specific comments and suggestions were 
not accepted. 

As of the date of this staff Report, no comments were received 
from the State Geologist. 

This is a project with a greater than a 11de minimus" finding as 
defined by the Department of Fish and Game since it will have a 
measurable adverse impact on wildlife resources. Some vegetation 
will be disturbed at the project area, so payment of the fee is 
required pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code. 

If this project is approved, the applicant will be required to 
pay a fee of $1275.00 dollars at the time the Planning Department 
files a Notice of Determination in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward 
the monies to the Department of Fish and Game. Section 21809 (b) 
of the Public Resources code provides that this project will not 
be "operative, vested or final 11 until this fee has been paid. 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

Notice 
mailed 

of this public hearing has 
to all parties concerned. 
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RHCOMMEllDATIOBS: 

The Planning Department recommends the Planning 
prove Reclamation Plan #93-4 and conditional Use 
taking the following actions (3 :motions): 

commission 
Permit #93-5 

ap­
by 

A. Based upon the Initial study and all written and verbal 
comments received, adopt the Negative Declaration of Envi­
ronmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements of 
the California Environmental Quality Act. 

a. Find 'the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the 
requirements of Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation) 
of the Inyo County code and the provisions of the state 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act {SMARA). 

c. Approve Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and conditional Use Permit 
#93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products subject to the follow­
ing conditions: 

COIIDITIOJrAL USE PliRHIT CONDITIONS OP APPROVAL: 

1. Any expansion of the mining activity or surface disturbance 
beyond that depicted in the application and accompanying 
plans shall require the submission and approval of an amend­
ed reclamation plan and conditional Use permit by Inyo 
County. 

2, This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall 
become void unless the use is established or construction 
necessary to its establishment is not commenced and 
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approv­
al unless extended by the Planning commission. 

J. Every effort will be made to save seed bearing surface soil 
{if any) so that it may be spread over the disturbed surface 
to enhance revegetation. 

4. Reclamation shall take place on an ongoing basis (concurrent 
reclamation). Seven acres are currently disturbed. 

RECLlllfATIOlf PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 

5. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For 
that reason no artificial revegetation is proposed and the 
site will be allowed to revegetate without human interven­
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of 
closure, the will be recontoured in accordance with the 
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica­
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over the finer 
sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust, 

upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity 
in a phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific 

7 



Attachment B 

Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation 
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the 
success of revegetation without human intervention. Success 
shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant 
count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed 
ground. The Planning Department will determine the method 
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count). 
If natural revegetation is 11 unsuccessful 11 then Pacific Light 
weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed 
mix to the failed area(s). 

6. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to 
reclaim areas disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by 
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude 
into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the 
"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the 
Reclamation Plan a new appraisal of the site will occur. 
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation. 

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and 
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent 
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli­
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and 
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. All 
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading 
will maintain the drainage of the area. 

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining 
operation roads with in the area of operations. 

9. Pre-mining drainage courses will be restored to the satis­
faction of the Inyo County Planning Department. All pre­
mining drainage courses will be restored within three months 
of closure and such reclamation shall not promote accelerat­
ed soil erosion. 

10. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash and 
debris shall be removed from the site within three months of 
closure. 

11. Financial assurances in the sum of $20,000.00 dollars in the 
form of a surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit or trust 
fund shall be posted with the Inyo county Planning Depart­
ment. Said financial assurances shall be payable to the 
County of Inyo and the Director of Conservation. 

12, The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the 
Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaiming 
the lands as per the conditions specified herein prior to 
any additional mining or exploration activities commencing. 

13. Potential loss 
considered to 
Fish and Game 
the potential 

of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is 
be in accord with the standards set by the 

Code for potential habitat loss. Because of 
loss of native vegetation and wildlife habi-
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tat, however sparse, Section 711.4 of FiSh and Game code 
requires the payment of a $1 # 250 _ 00 fee before this project 
becomes 11operative, vested, or final 11 • The potential impact 
is greater than the de minimus standard of Section 711~4. 
Said $1,250 and a $25 documentary handling fee shall be paid 
by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is 
filed by the Planning Department (5 days after reclamation 
plan and conditional use permit approval). 

14. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's 
compliance with the conditions listed above shall be evalu­
ated every year, as required by Section 2774(b) of SMARA, 
after the date of approval. The amount of the financial 
assurances shall also be reviewed and adjusted as deemed 
appropriate, at that time. 

19. The applicant shall notify the Inyo county Planning 
ment prior to closure of the mining operation in 
coordinate reclamation of the site~ 

Attachments: Vicinity Hap 

CEK/cek 

"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" 
CALTRANS Letter 
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Attachment B 
STA'll: OF CALIFO!INIA-BUSINESS, TliANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGEtKY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
500 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP, CA 93514 

(619) 872-0692 

June 7, 1993 

a1c&-1\/EO 

JUN 9 1993 

~i,i'ti 'l)tl'\, 
1i,1V t.v. 

PETE WILSON, Governor 

~File: Inyo-395-32.66 
SCH: 93052045 

Mr. Curtis Kellogg 
Inyo County Planning Department 
P.O. Drawer L 
Independence, CA 93526 

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-O5/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

Thank you for the opportunity to revie~ and comment on the 
above project. The project is located in Inyo County 
approximately two miles south of Olancha, 5-1/2 miles east in the 
Upper Centennial Flat area. Access to the site will be by an 
unpaved county road, Cactus Flats Road. 

As a responsible agency for transportation, Caltrans has no 
comments to offer regarding this project. 

cc: SCH: Russ Colliau 

Sincerely, 

F, K. WALTON, Chief 
Transportation Planning 
Branch A 
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County of 

INYO 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 • 17141 878-2411 !Ext. 3181 

PlJBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 23, 1993, at 10:JO 
a.m. in the Board of Supervisors Room, County Administrative 
center, Independence, to consider the following: 

RECLAIIATIOK PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 
COHDITIOKAL USE PERKIT #93-5/PACIFIC LIGH'l'KEIGHT PRODUCTS 

A request submitted by Pacific Lightweight Products for approval 
of a mining reclamation plan pursuant to the State surface Mining 
and Reclamation Act for an existing open pit pumice mine. The 
operator wishes to increase the area of disturbance from 20 acres 
to 50.4 acres on a portion of property owned by the Ely Trust 
zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 Acre Minimum) and located two miles 
south of Olancha, 5 1/2 miles east on cactus Flats Road in the 
Upper Centennial Flat area within the coso Range Mountains. 

If you challenge any findings, determination or decision made 
regarding this project in court, you may be limited to raising 
only the issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered 
prior to the hearing. 

Please contact the Inyo County Planning Department if you have 
any guestions regarding this project at 619-878-0263. 



Roger DeHart 
Plunnfriq D(rector 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
0~ l • INDEPENDENCE • CAL:fORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: i019)87a.2tlll (EKt2?6J) 

FAX: (619) 87.2-2712 

PUBLIC HEARING IIOi'ICE 

County of 

INYO 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will 
hold public hearings on Wednesday, June 23, 1993, at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Board of Supervisors Room, county Administrative center, 
Independence to consider the following; 

Rl!CL.IIIV,TION PLA>I #93-3 / HIATT READY NIX 
COHDITIOliAL USE PERKIT #93-2 /HIATT READY MIX 

A request for approval of a mining reclamation plan pursuant to 
the State surface Mining and Reclamation Act for an existing 
oorrow site that is extracting deconposed granite for sale as 
fill. The site is zoned open Space - 40 acre minimum. This 
Reclamation Plan has been submitted by D. Richard Cheeseman (dba 
Hiatt Ready-Mix Incorporated) to comply with the requirements of 
the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SHARA). 

The total proposed surface disturbance has been calculated at 
ll.77 acres. Current surface disturbance has been estimated at 
approximately 7 acres and the applicant has indicated that con­
current reclamation will be performed. 

The subject property is 13.77 acre leased portion of a 150 acre 
City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LA.DWP) proper­
ty located on the west side of Sunland Drive approximately 400' 
south of the intersection of Sunland Drive and Sunland Reserva­
tion Road, south of Bishop (APN #12-100-1D). 

RECLl\JIATIO!f PLAN #93-4 / PACIF!C LIGIITWEIG!!T PROOUCTS 
COIIOITIO!fAL USE P£RMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGIITWEIG!!T PRODUCTS 

A reque~t for approval of a mining reclamation plan pursuant to 
the state surface Mining and Reclamation Act for an existing open 
pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved conditional Use 
Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceeded the previously 
approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The applicant wishes 
to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a 
major amendment to a previously approved Conditional Use Permit, 
the applicant has filed applications for both a conditional Use 
Perm.it (mine is on private lands) and a Reclamation Plan (as 
required by the state surface Mining and Reclamation Act, All the 
disturbed land is zoned Open Space - 40 acres minimum. 
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The subject property is located approximately 2 miles south of 
the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east on cactus Flats 
Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Caso Range 
Mountains in south Inyo County. The property consists of a 640 
acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been 
leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. Access to the site is an 
unpaved, County maintained road Jtnown as Cactus Flats Road. 

If you challenge any finding, determination or decision made 
regarding these projects in court, you may be limited to raising 
only the issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered 
prior to the hearing. 

Please contact the Inyo County Planning Department if you have 
any questions regarding these projects at the Courthouse Annex 
during business hours, or phone (619) 878-0263. 

PLEASE PUBLISH ORE TDIE ONLY IM THE WEDNESDAY, JURE 9, 1993 
EDITION OF THE INYO REGISTER. 
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June 3, 1993 

Pacific Lightweight Products. 

This is one Reclamation plan that appears to me to be 
shape. I have no problem with the documents submitted 
Planning Department. 

in 
to 

good 
the 

Mr. Hobbs has done a creditable Job in calculating the required 
work to reclaim the mine. They are planning to reclaim two acres 
each year for the next ten years, then reclaim the remainder 
thirty plus acres the eleventh year. The map provided, delineat­
ing the proposed reclamation for each years project will be a 
great help in the verification of reclamation completed. This 
will facilitate the reduction of the bond. 

The nature of the ground dictates natural vegetation. We should 
require a compatible seed mix be applied and watered at the 
appropriate time of year. 

Reduction of the bond will be based on the success of revegeta­
tion of reclaimed areas. Success shall be achieved when the 
density of native plants (plant count) reaches 25 percent of 
natural undisturbed ground. - The Planning Department will deter­
mine the method to check plant cover (photos or unit area plant 
count). 



Ro~er DeHart 
.Ptcmniny Director 

June 2, 1993 

Larry Ca:meron 

Attachment B 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 876-2411 (Ext 2263) 

FAX: (619) 872-2712 

Great Basin unified 
Air Pollution control District 
157 Short street, suite 6 
Bishop, CA 93514 

Dear Mr. Cameron: 

County of 

INYO 

You were inadvertently left out of the mailing of the Negative 
Declaration for Reclamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit 
93-5/ Pacific Lightweight Products. This is for the pumice mine 
located on Cactus Flat Road, south of Olancha. 

Please send your coDllt\ents to the Inyo County Planning Department 
prior to June 18, 1993. 

Sinc~ly -·~ 

r.cd/½ 
~tis Kellw 

Associ~te Planner 
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Roger DeHart 
PiannL,g Dil=>c!nr 
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PL .' .'\JlN@ta~~TMENT 
u,'<.4M'ER L • IND~f'ENi)ENCE • CALIFORNIA ',352b 

OFFl:::E: (619) 87!-2411 MZ2!:.3J 
FAX: Col>? 878-2~2 

DATE: Hay 12, 1993 

County of 

INYO 

PROJECT TITLE: Reclamation Plan {193-4 AND Conditional Use P2rmit -//93-5/ 
PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS 

MAILED TO: OPR (10)/ BLM (RIDGECREST)/ DEPT. OF FISH .-\ND G,_i\ME (B ISHO? 
DIVISION OF MINES _.:\..L"lD GEOLOGY 

Affected Agency: 

As Lead AgenGy for the above project, the Inyo County Planning 
Department has prepared the attached Negative Declaration of 
Environmental Impact in accordance with the California Environ­
mental Quality Act (CEQA){Section 21000 et. seq. of Public Re­
sources Code). Your agency has been identified as either a 
trustee or responsible agency, or as an agency with a particular 
expertise, in some aspect of this project. 

The enclosed Negative Declaration describes the proposed project, 
location, and a description of any mitigation measures to reduce 
or eliminate any potentially significant adverse impacts. Also 
enclosed is a copy of. the Initial Study and project plans which 
forn the basis for the findings in the Negative Declaration. 

You are being asked to review the enclosed document and evaluate 
the potential adverse impacts of the project as it pertains to 
your area of responsibility and expertise. Commen~s may be 
submitted in the form of additional information, needs for fur­
ther studies, and recommended mitigation measures designed to 
assist Inyo County in carrying out its responsibility under CEQA. 

Section 21080 (c.) of Public Resources Code requires any recom­
mendation for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 
to be backed by substantial evidence in the record. Should you 
recommend any mitigation measures, section 21081.6 of Public 
Resources Code requires your agency to also submit a recommended 
monitoring program to ensure implementation. 

All comments on this Negative Declaration must be received no 
later than JUNE 18, 1Y93 . Inyo county is not 
required to consider any cooments received after this date. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this 
department. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Roger De Hart 
Planning Director 

enclosure 
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KEY'• 
,rf..~~~~:.='......:::.=~.:.:.:::.:=.::_=-:.:..::..=.._:::!!!!!~-----:---------- S = Document sent by lead agency 

~Resources Agency X ; Document sent by SCH 

__ Boating & War.erways .,r = Sugge.sted distribution 
__ Coast.al Commission 

__ Coastal Conservancy 

__ Colorado River Board 

7nscrvalion 
.t.:...._Fish & Game 

__ Foresrry 

__ Office of Historic Preservatlon 

P:irks & Recreation 

·~lamaLion 

-__ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission 

__ Water Resoun:es (DWR) 

Business, Transportation & Housing 
__ Aeronautics 

_____c.:iJifomia Highway Pauol 

_V_ rcA J.L TRANS Dislrict # 9 
__ Dcparunent of Transponarion Planning (headq_umers) 

__ Housing & Community Development 

__ Food & Agriculture 

Health & Welfare 
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__ General Services 

__ OLA (Schools) 

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 

Consu!Ling Firm: _____________ _ 

.-1.ddrcss: ________________ _ 

City/Si=ii.e/Zip: 

Com.act: ________________ _ 
Phone: (___J _____________ _ 

Applicant: PACIFIC LIGHTWEIG~T PRODUC S 
715 ~ General Ave. ,.=101 

.-'\durru: -----~-:----::-:---;;-;-;:;,:;--;:;--­
Glendale, CA 91203 Ci1y/S1.ace/Zip: 

611Q 372-5776 Phone: L.:..:..::J _____________ _ 

Environmental Affairs 
__ Air Resources Board 

__ .A..PCD/AQMD 

__ California Wasi.:: Management Board 

__ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 

__ SWRCB: Deir.a Unit 

__ SWRCB: Water Quality 

__ SWRCB: Wa~r Righis 

__ Regional WQCB # __ _ 

Youth & Adult Corrections 
__ Corrections 

Independent Commissions & Offices 

__ Energy Commission 

__ Nalive American Heritage Commission 

__ Public Utilities Commi_ssion 

__ Sania. Moruca Mount.a.ins Conservancy 

__ Suue Lands Commission 

__ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

__ o~~----------------

For SCH Use Only: 

Dar.e R~eived a1 SCH 

Date Review StanS _____________ _ 

Date to Agencies ---------------
Date to SCH ______________ _ 

Clearance Date ______________ _ 

No1es: 

Revi.ied Ocwbu 1989 
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Attachment B 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Di?AWER l • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNtA 9~26 

OFFICE: (619) 87&-2.411 (Exf 2263) 

FAX: (619) 872-2712 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
AND INITIAL STUDY 

PROJECT TITLE: 

County of 

INYO 

Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Liqhtweiqht Products 
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Liqhtweiqht Products 

PROJECT LOCATION: 

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately 
two miles south of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east 
on cactus Flats Road in the Upper centennial Flat area within the 
coso Range Mountains in south Inyo county [Township 20 south, 
Ranqe 37 East, Sections land 12, M.D.B. & M.]. The property is 
a part of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust, of which 320 
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific 
Lightweight Products). The nearest developed area to the site is 
a ranch approximately 2 miles north of the pit area. Access to 
the site will be by an unpaved county maintained road; Cactus 
Flats Road (Co. I.D. #5024)[see attached Vicinity Map]. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed proiect is a Reclamation Plan for an existing open 
pit pumice mine. The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use 
Permit (C.U.P, #85-1). The operator, however, has exceeded the 
previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The appli­
cant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. 
This is, therefore, a major amendment to the previously approved 
conditional Use Permit and a Reclamation Plan (as required by the 
State surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA]) is mandated. 
Thus, the project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products to 
comply with the requirements of both the county zoning Ordinance 
and SMARA in reqards to reclamation of existing mining opera­
tions. All the disturbed land is zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40 
acres minimum). 

Total estimated surface disturbance for the open pit mining 
operation has been calculated at 50.4 acres. The area is com­
prised of low hills of open desert sloping to the southwest along 
the flank of the Cose Range Mountains. The area has limited 
topsoils and sparse veqetation. At the present time, the mined 
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area still has a slope in the same southwesterly direction. The 
operation is a combination of both 11 side-hill 11 and 11 open pit" and 
the natural drainaqe in the area has not been interrupted. The 
elevation difference is about 200 feet from the high to low point 
of the disturbed area. 

Access is either by established truck/foot routes on the site or 
by Cactus Flats Road, There are no known endangered, threatened 
or sensitive vegetation on or around the project site. The 
Mohave Ground squirrel is not now known to inhabit the project 
site or surrounding area. The area has been mined in the past and 
there is subsequent revegetation of areas already disturbed such 
as low grade ore stockpiles. 

FINDINGS: 

An Initial study and an Evaluation of Potential Impacts has been 
prepared by the Planning Department (attached). The Initial 
Study, including an environmental checklist, indicated that the 
proposed project will not have a significant adverse impact on 
~he environment for the following reasons: 

A. The proposed project is consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the Inyo County General Plan. Therefore the 
development is consistent with the adopted General Plan Land 
Use Element designation of "Open Space - Natural Resources 11

• 

B. The proposed reclamation plan is consistent with the 
requirements of the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance. 

C. 
meet 
need 

Existing public and private services are 
the requirements of the proposed project 

for their expansion. 

adequate 
without 

to 
the 

D. The adverse environmental impacts inherent with the 
proposal are minor in nature and will not exceed thresholds 
of significance either individually or cumulatively. 

E. Based upon the environmental evaluation of the proposed 
project (reclamation plan with conditional use permit), it 
has been found that the project does not have the potential 
to create a significant adverse impact on flora or fauna; 
natural, scenic and historic resources; the local economy; 
or public health, safety, and welfare. This constitutes a 
Negative Finding for the Mandatory Findings required pursu­
ant to section l5065 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

The review period for this Negative Declaration expires on June 
18, 1993. Inyo county is not required to respond to any comments 
received after this date. 

2 
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Additional information is available from the Inyo County Planning 
Department. Please contact Project Planner, Curtis E. Kellogg, 
if you have any questions regarding this project. 

May 12, 1993 
Date 

Attachments: 

CEK/cek 

INYO COUNTY PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT 

'Charles S. -rtfistlethwai te, AICP 
Acting Planning Director 

Initial study, Evaluation of Potential Impacts 
and Vicinity Map 

3 
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Attachment B 

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT 

INITIAL STUDY AND EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

This document, and all materials submitted by the applicant as 
part af the above application which are herein incorporated by 
reference, shall constitute the Initial Study pursuant to Section 
15063 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guide­
lines. 

I. BACKG~OUND INFORMATION: 

1. APPLICANT: 

2. ADDRESS AND PHONE: 

Pacific Lightweight Products 

715 North Central Avenue, 
Suite #101 
Glendale, Ca. 91203 
( 619) 372-5776 

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT SITE AND ADJACENT PROPERTIES 

1. ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING PROJECT SITE aNO 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately 
2 miles south of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles 
east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area 
within the Caso Range Mountains in south Inyo county [Town­
ship 20 South, Range 37 East, Sections 1 and 12, M.D.B. & 
M.J. The property consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by 
the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased to Light­
weight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). 
Access to the site will be by an unpaved, County maintained 
road known as Cactus Flats Road (Co. I.D. i5024)[see at­
tached Vicinity Map]. Nearest developed area to the site 
would be a ranch operation approximately 2 miles north of 
the pit area. 

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for 
an existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an 
approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1 ) . The opera­
tor has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface 
disturbance. The applicant wishes to increase the area of 
disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major amendment to 
a previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant 
has filed applications for both a conditional Use Permit 
(mine is on private lands) and a Reclamation Plan (as re­
quired by the state Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 
[SMAR.A]). Therefore, this project is a request by Pacific 
Lightweight Products to comply with the requirements of both 
the county mining ordinance and SMARA in regards to reclama-
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tion of existing mining operations. All the disturbed land is 
zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum). 

Total estimated surface disturbance for the open pit mining 
operation has been calculated at 50.4 acres. The area is 
comprised of low hills of open desert slopinq to the south­
west along the flank of the Caso Range Mountains. The area 
has a limited soil profile and sparse vegetation. At the 
present time, the mined area still has a slope in the same 
southwesterly direction. The operation is a combination of 
both 11 side-hill" and "open pit" and the applicant has stated 
that natural drainage in the area has not been interrupted. 
Elevation difference is about 200 feet from the high to low 
point of the disturbed area. 

Access is either by established truck/foot routes on the 
site, or by Cactus Flats Road , as previously mentioned. 
The applicant has stated that there are no known endangered, 
threatened or sensitive vegetation on or around the project 
site. The only fauna traversing the area are coyotes. The 
Desert Tortoise and Mohave Ground Squirrel are not now known 
ta inhabit the project site or surrounding area. The area 
has been mined in the past and there is subsequent revegeta­
tion of areas already disturbed such as low grade ore stock­
piles. 

2. LAND USES/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE: 

The surrounding land uses are as follows: 

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

south: Vacant ELM Lands. zoned OS-40 (Open Space 4 □ .o 
acres minimum) . 

East: Vacant BLM Lands. zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

west: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open Space 40.0 
acres minimum) . 

III. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

The following is an environmental impact assessment checklist 
which provides the reviewer a summary of the environme.ntal im­
pacts which may occur from the proposed project. Following the 
environmental assessment checklist is a written discussion of all 
the environmental categories and possible mitigation measures to 
eliminate or reduce the impacts. 

5 
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ENVIRONMENTA.L IMPAC'l.' ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS, (Explain all answers/ 

Yes Maybe No 

A. EARTH. Will the propa$al result in: 

l. Unstable earth ccnditions er changes in 
geologic structure? ········~············ 

2. Disruptior.s, displacements, co~paction, 
or overcovering of the soil? ........... . 

J. Change in topography or ground surface 
relief features? ....................... . 

4. The destr4ction, covering or modification 
of a~y unique geologic or physical 
feature? ............................... . 

5. Any increase in wind er water erosion on 
a1,; off the site? ....................... . 

6. Changes in deposition or erosion of beach 
sands, or changes in siltation, deposition 
or erosion which may modify the channel of 
a river or stream or the bed of the ocean 
or any bay, inlet or lake? ............. . 

7. Exposure of all people or property to 
geologic hazards such as earthquakes 1 

landslides, mudslides, ground failure 
or similar hazards? .......... ~ ......... . 

B. AIR. Will tne proposal result in: 

3 • 

Substantial air emissions or deterioration 
of ambie~~ air quality? ................ . 

The creation of objec~io~able odors? ... . 

Alteration of air movement, moisture or 
temperature or any change i~ climate, 
either locally or regionally? .......... . 

c. WATER. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Changes in currents, or the course or 
direction of water movements, in either 
marine or fresh water? ··~··••····•······ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers) 

Yes Maybe No 

2. Changes in absorption rates, drainage 
patterns, or the rate and amount of 
surface water runoff? .................. . 

J. Alterations to the course or flow 
of waters? ............................. . 

4. Change in the amount of surface water in 

X 

any water body? .................. • • . . . . . ____L 

5. Discharge into surface waters, or in any 
alteration of surface water quality, including 
but not limited to temperature, dissolved oxygen 
or turbidity? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X 

6. Alteration of the direction or rate of 
flow of flood waters? ................... X 

7. Change in quantity of ground waters, either through 
direct additions or withdrawals, or through 
interception of an aquifer by cuts or 
excavations? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X 

a. Substantial reduction in the amount 
of water otherwise available for 
public water supplies? ................. . 

9. Exposure of people or property to 
water-related hazards such as flooding 
or tidal waves? ........................ . 

10. Significant changes in the temperature, flow 
or chemical content of surface thermal 
springs? ............................... . 

D. PLANT LIFE. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Change in the diversity of species, 
or number of any species of plants 
(including trees, shrubs, grass, 
crops, and aquatic plants)? ............ . 

2. Reduction of the numbers of 
any unique, rare or endangered 
species of plants? ..................... . 

J. Introduction of new species of plants into 
an area, or in a barrier to the normal 
replenishment of existing species? ...... __ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers) 

Yes Maybe No 
4. Reduction in acreage of any 

agricultural crop? ..................... . 

E. ANIMAL LIFE. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Change in the diversity of species, or 
number of any species of animals (birds, 
land animals including reptiles, fish 
and shellfish, benthic organisms, or 
insects ) ? .............................. . 

2. Reduction of the numbers of any unique, rare 
or endangered species of animals? ...... . 

J. Introduction of a new species of animals 
into an area, or result in a barrier 
to the miqration or movement of 
animals? ............................... . 

4. Deterioration to existinq fish or 
~ildlife habitat? ...................... . 

F. NOISE. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Increase in existing noise levels? 

2. Exposure of people to 
severe noise levels? ................... . 

G. LIGHT AND GLARE. Will the proposal result in: 

1. The production of new light or glare? 

H. LAND USE. Will the project result in: 

1. A substantial alteration of the present 
or planned land use of an area? ........ . 

I. NATURAL RESOURCES. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Increase in the rate of use of any 
natural resource? ...................... . 

J. RISK QE UPSET. Does the proposal result in: 

1. A risk of an explosion or release of 
hazardous substances (including but not 
limited to, oil, pesticides, chemicals, 
or radiation) in the event of an 
accident or upset conditions? ........... . 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (E~plain all answers) 

2. Possible interference with emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? .................... • • • • • • • • • • • • · · • 

K. POPULATION. Will the proposal result in: 

1. The alteration, distribution, density or 
growth rate of the human population of 
the area? .............................. . 

L. HOUSING. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Affecting existing housing, or create 
a demand for additional housing? ....... . 

Yes Maybe Na 

X 

X 

X 

M. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Generation of substantial additional 
vehicular movement? .................... . 

2. Affecting existing parking facilities, 
or create a demand far new parking? 

J, Substantial impact upon existing 
transportation systems? ................ . 

4. Alterations to present patterns of 
circulation or movement of people 
and/or goods? .......................... . 

5. Alterations to waterborne, rail, 
or air traffic? ........................ . 

6. Increase in traffic hazards to motor 
vehicles, bicyclists, or pedestrians? 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

N. PUBLIC SERVICES. Will the proposal have an effect upon, or 
result in a need for new or altered governmental services 
in any of the following areas: 

1, Fire Protection? ....................... . 

2. Police protection? ..................... . 

3 . Schools? ............................... . 

4. Parks and other recreational 
facilities? ............................ . 

5. Maintenance of public facilities, 
including roads? ....................... . 

9 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers) 

6. Other governmental services? 

O. ENERGY. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Use of substantial amounts of 

Yes Maybe No 
X 

fuel or energy? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 

2. Substantial increase in the demand upon existing 
sources of energy, or require the development 
of new sources? ......................... X 

P. UTILITIES. Will the proposal result in a need for new 
systems, or substantial alterations to the following 
utilities: 

1. Power or natural gas? .................. . 

2. Communication systems? ................. . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Water? 

Sewer or septic tank? ................. . 

storm water drainage? 

Solid waste disposal? 

Q. HUMAN HEALTH. Will the proposal result in: 

1. Creation of any health hazard or 
potential health hazard 
(excluding mental health)? ............. . 

2. Exposure of people to potential 
heal th hazards? ........................ . 

R • .AESTHETICS. Will the proposal result in: 

1. The obstruction of any scenic vista or view 
open to the public, or will the proposal 
result in the creation of an aesthetically 
offensive site open to public view? ..... 

S. RECREATION. Will the proposal result in: 

1. An impact upon the quality or 
quantity of existing recreational 
opportunities? ........................ . 

10 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers) 

T. CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

Yes Maybe Na 

1. Will the proposal result in the alteration 
of or the destruction of a prehistoric 
or historic archeolagical site? ....... . 

2. Will the proposal result in adverse 
physical or aesthetic effects to a 
prehistoric or historic building, 
structure or object? .................•. 

3. Does the proposal have the potential 
to cause a physical change which 
would affect unique ethnic 
cultural values? ...................... . 

4. Will the proposal restrict existing 
religious or sacred uses within 
the potential impact area? ............ . 

U. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICARCE. 

1. Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, reduce the habitat 
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range 
of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major periods 

X 

X 

X 

X 

of California history or prehistory? ... __ _!_ 

2, Does the project have the potential to achieve 
short-term, to the disadvantage of long-term, 
environmental goals 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X 

3. Does the project have impacts which are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? .......................•.. 

4, Does the project have environmental 
effects which will cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly 
or indirectly? ......................... __ 

ll 

_!_ 
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A. '!'HE PROJECT DOES NOT HA VE THE POTENTIAL FOR ANY ADVERSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT Itf 'l.'HE FOLLOWIMG AREAS: 

1, BARTS! 

The project will not create any unstable earth conditions ar 
change geolcgic substructures; impact any unique geologic or 
physical feature; or increase wind or water erosion on or 
o£f. the site. Inyo County has no oceans, bays or inlets 
therefore, no impacts to these features will result. 

There will be a minor change in topography or ground surface 
relief features. ~he effect upon t:he environmenc is decreed 
to be less than significant. 

2. AIR: 

This 
any 
any 
the 

proposed development will noc result in 
objectionable orders. The project will 
alteration of air movement or change in 

area because of its l~mited size. 

3. \iATER: 

the 
not 
the 

creation of 
result in 

climate of 

The proposed development, because of ics limited impact 
area, will not lead to any changes in the direction or flow 
of ground waters. No change in ':::he amount of surface water 
flowing to any body of water will result from an approval of 
the mining/Reclamation Plan application. 

The area impacted by application of water (for dust suppres­
sion) is mitigated by absorption within the strata in the 
area of use. No well is on or off site. Potable water is 
trucked to the area on an as needed basis. Non-potable 
water is obtained from Hawiee Reservoir in an agreement with 
LADWP. 

There will be no impact to the absorption rates of the 
project site. 'The majority of the site has porous surfaces 
that have not been compacted by mining equipment or vehicu­
lar use. It is not anticipated that water runoff will occur 
onto adjacent properties. 

No changes to surface thermal springs will occur because 
none exist in the ltnmediate project area. 

~he subject property is not within any identified ioo year 
floodplain as identlfied by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency's National Flood Insurance Program (Flood :nsurance 
Rate Map Community Panel No. 060073 1700 B). The property 
is in Zone "C" - area of minimal flooding. 

12 
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4. PLANT LIFE: 

The project site area has existing disturbance that have 
been calculated into the equations required far an environ­
mental assessment. The proposed mining operations will 
disturb a total of 50.4 acres. 

No state or Federally listed rare, threatened or endangered 
flora or fauna species were observed on the site by Planning 
Department personnel. This project will have a greater than 
11 De Minimus" ruling in accordance with Section 711.4 of the 
Fish and Game Code. 

The project will not introduce new species of plants into 
the site specific area nor produce a barrier to the normal 
replenishment of the species of plants surrounding the site. 
The project will not reduce in acreage any agricultural 
crap. 

As operations will utilize undisturbed lands, natural reveg­
etation could be thwarted. However, the reclamation plan 
addresses the above by recontouring the site and allowing 
natural revegetation processes to occur (as has occurred on 
the old stockpile areas). There is expected to be no ad­
verse impact to the environment as the reclamation plan will 
address the temporary environmental pitfalls associated with 
the open pit mining works. 

No Federal or state threatened species have been identified 
on the project site or in the immediate vicinity. 

5. ANIMAL LIFE: 

The project will not introduce new species of animals into 
the site specific area nor produce a barrier to the normal 
migration of animals surrounding the site. The project will 
not deteriorate any existing fish or wildlife habitat as the 
project involves both consideration of a reclamation plan 
and a Conditional use Permit (current operations). 

No Federal or State threatened species have been identified 
on the project site or in the immediate vicinity. 

6. NOISE: 

The proposed project will not expose people to severe noise 
levels as the reclamation processes proposed will be natu­
rally occurring. No additional noise will result from the 
reclamation of the site. However, vehicles serving the 
active mining operation will create some noise. The noise 
generated by mining operations is minor in nature. 

13 
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7. LIGHT AND GLARE: 

No adverse light or gla!"e from grouna illumination will 
occur. 

The project is compatible with surrounding land uses in tne 
area. The r-roiect, as proposed, will be consistent with the 
goals and pol:_cies of the o.P. ("Open Space - Park/Recrea­
tional") designation -:.r. the Inyo County General ?lan. 

9. NATURAL RESOURCES: 

Because of the limited size of the mining operation covered 
by the Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Perrrdt (not over 
20,000 tons of product per year) indicates that no substan­
tial depletion of any r.onrenewable resource will occur. 

lO. ~ OF UPSET: 

There qre no anticipated adverse impacts to public safety, 
including impacts on environmental health, spills/a;:;:cidents, 
fire hazards, or inadvertent release of hazardous sub­
stances. 

No interference with the Inyo County emergency response plan 
or emergency evacuation plan is anticipated to result from 
the approval of the project. 

11. POPULATION: 

Tnere will not alteration to the distribution, densi~y or 
growth race of the population in the area. 

:2. HOUSING: 

No impacts ta housing will occur. 

13~ TRANSPORTATTON/CIRCULA~ION: 

The project site is served by a County maintained road 
(Cactus Flats Road #5024) that is not included as a portion 
of the procedures of reclamation. No significant impact in 
relationship to existing traffic in 'the area will occur. 

No impact to wa~erborne, rail or air traffic will occur from 
the approval of the Reclamation Plan. 

14. PUBLIC SERVICES: 

No impact to public services will occur should this Reclama­
tion Plan be approved. 

Since no population lncraases will result from the project 

14 
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no impacts on schools, parks, p¼blic facilities or govern­
mental servi~es will result. 

15. ENERGY: 

No additional a~ounts of :uel or energy will be required for 
the proposed reclamation project. 

16. UTI:.,ITI5S: 

There .is no ::-:equirel'ltent:s for public utilities based upon a 
reclamation plan. 

17. HOMAN HEALTH: 

~he proposed Reclamation Plan will not create any health 
hazards or expose humans to any potential health hazards. 

8. AESTii~TICS: 

'~he proiect a.re a is sur::::-::mnded by vistas of the Coso Range 
Mountains, ".:'he reclamation area will be slightly visible to 
travelers on bo~h Cactu& Flats Road and U~ s. Highway 395. 

18. RECREATION; 

No impacts to the quality er quantity 
tional opport4nities will result from 
project. 

19. CULTURAL RESOURCES: 

of existing 
the approval 

:racrea­
of the 

No historical er a~chaeological resources have been identi­
fied on the project site. As a large portion of the site 
has already been physically disturbed, there is no potential 
fer any adverse ~mpacts as a result of the project even with 
the expansion proposed. 

B • THE PROJEC'l HAS THE POTl!N'I'IAL FOR ADVERSE EliVIROIIMEIITAL 
IMPACTS, BUT BELOW THE LEVEL OF StGNTFICANCE: 

None~ 

C. THE PROJECT HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IM­
PACTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT lil!ICH !IILL EITHER BE Ft!LLY MITIGAT­
ED OR MITIGATED TO LESS TIIAlf SIGNIFICANT LEVELS IN THE 
FOLLOWI:HG ARE.AS: 

None. 

D. THE PROJlOCT HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR SIGllIFICANT ADVERSE ENVI­
RONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

None. 

15 
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IV. DEPARTMENTS/AGENCIES TO BE SENT ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: 

Bureau of Land Manaqement - Ridgecrest, 

Office of Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse). 

California Department of Fish and Game - Bishop. 

state of California Division of Mines and Geology. 

V. PERSONS AHD AGENCIES CONSULTED IN PREPARATION OF THIS 
INITIAL STUDY: 

Mr. Earl Gann - Mining Engineer - Inyo County Planning 
Department. 

Mr. Roger De Hart - Past Planning Director - Inyo County 
Planninq Department. 

Mr. Leonard Hobbs - Engineer - Pacific Lightweight Products. 

DETERMINATION: 

On the basis of this Initial Evaluation: 

XX I find the proposed project will NOT have a significant 
effect on the environment, and A .NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL 
BE PREPARED. 

I find that although the proposed project could have a 
significant effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect in this case because the mitigation meas­
ures described above have been added to the project and A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL BE PREPARED. 

I find the proposed project .MAY have a significant 
effect on the environment, and AH EHVIRO.NllEHTAL IMPACT 
REPORT IS REQUIRED. 

JV)J;.y I 2, /y<i_s 
Date' 
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MAY - t 1993 

JIIJD"(;~tll~idqDt&, 

PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO. 
RIDGEL/TE • CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES 

715 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE • SUITE 101 • GLENDALE. CALIFORNIA 91203 • (818) 240,5160 

t 
f 

May 3, 1993 

Mr. Earl Gann 
Inyo County Planning Department 
Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Dear Mr. Gann: 

This is to answer the inquiries in your letter dated April 20, 1993. 

The geology (Sec. Bl has been expanded to include the general 
geology of the surrounding area. 

The Joshua Tree and native grasses have been added to the original 
list. It should be noted that the closest Joshua is about 100 yards 
southwest of the mined area. All of these are at the lower elevations. 

The maximum yearly capacity of the plant is 36,000 tons. The actual 
production rare is around 20,000 tons. In 1992 the production was 
17,000 tons, 1993 looks like it will even be less than that. 

For phased reclamation in 2-year increments and additional disturbed 
acreage, see additions to contour map and Section A-A of Page 9 of 
Attachment 4. 

Regarding the "Cat book" job correction factors, the dust made when 
moving material with the dozer does not really have much effect on the 
vision of the operator. Also all of the material being moved by the 
dozer will be from a higher level to a lower level therefore the positive 
downslope correction factor is valid. 

For these reasons, we feel that no recalculations should be made in the 
amount of financial assurance. 

Sincerely, 

PACIFIC LIGHlWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO. 

~~ 
Leonard Hobbs 
Director of Technical Services 

Enclosures 
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Revised May 3, 1993 

Attachment 8: Pacific Lightweight Products 

8. GEOLOGY 

The general geology of the area is that of granite and metamorphic rocks which 
are overlain by alluvial gravels, tufts, lake beds and andesitic and basaltic lava 
flows. The latter is referred to as the Caso Formation. 

The pumice deposits are in the tuffs and are well exposed in some places. The 
occurrences east of Haiwee Reservoir arn considered for the most part to 
represent rhyolitic pyroclastic flows and to a lesser degree water-reworked 
pumice of the same composition. They are correlated within a very narrow range 
in the upper part of the late Tertiary Caso Formation. It represents a limited and 
unique period of explosive volcanic activity in the Caso region which appears to 
have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/- 0.20 million years ago. 

The only type of rock being mined at this site is pumice. It is a waterlain deposit 
from 5 to 40 deep thick that dips 6 degrees to the west. The moisture content 
of the "in situ" pumice varies between 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is 
such that it will excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in 
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the surface with zero to 
very little overburden. No faults or folds are exposed on the property to interfere 
with mining. 
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Revised May 3, 1993 

Attachment 9: Pacific Lightweight Products 

9. ENVIRONMENT 

At the present time this site is an active open pit mining operation on 50 acres of 
privately owned land. The nearest human habitation is 2 miles away. Before the 
start of mining activities in 1985, this area consisted of low hills of open desert 
sloping to the southwest. At the present time, the mined area still has a slope in 
the same direction. Some of the water courses have been changed but their 
direction is still the same. This is a combination "side-hill" and "open pit" type of 
mine and the natural drainage has not been interrupted. There is about 200 feet 
difference in elevation from the high to the low point of the disturbed area. The 
only naturally occurring water on the property comes from rainfall which 
averages about 6 inches per year. There is no known endangered, threatened or 
sensitive vegetation on or around the project area. There are some Joshua Trees 
(Yucca Brevifolia) in t.he area but they exist only below the plant area in the lower 
altitudes. 

Vegetation: 
The vegetation is grasses, shrubs and small plants as described below: 

Animals: 

Scientific Name 
Sitanion Histrix 
Sitanion Gibatum 
Stipa Speciosa 
Ambrosia Dumosa 
Amsinckia Tessillata 
Atriplex Canescens 
Atriplex Confertiafolia 
Larrea Tridentata 
Yucca Brevifolia 

Common Name 
Squirrel Tail 
Squirrel Tail 
N.C.N. 
Bursage 
Checker Fiddleneck 
Fourwing Saltbush 
Shad scale 
Creosote Bush 
Joshua Tree 

The only animals to pass through the area are coyotes. The desert tortoise and 
Mojave ground squirrel are not known to inhabit the project site or surrounding 
area. 
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4,550 _____________________________ _____.., 4,550 
I 

----- Surface at February 1993 

·---.. ~----·-· .... Surface at conclusion of mining 

4,500----------------------,,.__ ___ _ 
• 

The material in this cut area will be used to till 
In below the high wall only if reclamation is 
started before the end of 1 9 9 5. 

I ,, 
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.. ... 
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4,450--------------------------.-------------

{

The cut in this area represents mined material 
that will be sold during the life of the mine. If 
reclamation is started before the material in this 
area is mined, this area will be smoothed off to 
conform the the natural terrain. 
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During 1993 to 1 9 9 5 this fill at the base of the 
high wall will be used far a new stock pile area 
for the fines which ere currently being 
produced. At the end of that time, this fill area 
should be full and it will be necessary to use 
only a small amount of the material from the cut 
area above to round off the top of the wall. 
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Roger DeHart 
Pl,:rrtn!'ng D[mc:or 

April 20 1 1993 

Leonard Hobbs 

Attachment 8 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Df<AWfR L • :NOCPENDCNCE ,. CALIFORNIA 9352CI 

OFFICE'· 1619) S78-?41 1 (Ert 226-3) 

FAX: (619) 87~2112 

Pacific Light Weight Products 
715 N. Central Avenue, Room 101 
Glendale 1 California 91203 

Dear Mr~ Hobbs: 

County of 

INYO 

Going aver your mine reclamation plan application, the county has 
several questions. 

The general geology of the area needs describing. The descrip­
tion given is of the mined mineral. Give a general geology of 
the surrounding area. 

The Joshua Tree (Yucca brevifolia), was not on the 
plants. This plant is close to the mining operations. 
grasses in the area~ Grasses are the first plants to 
the area. 

list of 
List the 

revegetate 

Your plan is to mine 36 1 000 tons per year for ten years~ Using 
the density of 1350 pounds per cubic yard. The mine will pro­
duce mine 533,000 cubic yards of material in the next ten years. 

The disturbed acreage is 50.4 acres. However, the croas sections 
and contour maps snow an additional five acres disturbed. 

Attachment 2 states reclamation will proceed 
per year for ten years. Show on a map the 
area for each year. 

at a rate of 2 acres 
proposed reclaimed 

When calculating the amount of 
factors from the "Cat book." 
factor and a material factor? 

material moved per hour, you 
Did you consider using a 

To make 
understand, 

the reclamation plan and the 
please do the following: 

inspections easier 

used 
dust 

to 

1. show, on a map the proposed reclaimed area for each year~ 
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2~ Show the type of reclamation that will occur. Grading of 
slopes to match the natural terrain, and using mostly natu-
ral reseeding. 
J. Recalculate your financial assurances with the additional 
acreage disturbed. 
4. Use more dozer factors including dust, type of material~ 
use a better slope factor. 

Ir you have any questions, please call me at 878-0263. 

Sincerely, 

Earl H. Gann 
Mining Engineer 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DRAWER L • INDEPENDENCE • CALIFORNIA 93526 

OFFICE: (619) 8711-2411 (Ext 2263) 

Roger DcHart 
Pirmning Director 

FAX: (619) 872-2712 

April 20, 1993 CERTIFIED 

Department of conservation 
State Mining and Geology Board 
Attn: Mr. Dennis J. O'Bryant - CHIEF, OMRRC 
Mail Stop #09-06 
801 "K 11 street 
Sacramento, Ca. 

and 

95814-3528 

Department of Conservation 
Mined Land Reclamation 
Attn: Mr. James s. Pompy / Mined-Land Reclamation 

Program Manager 
Mail stop #09-37 
801 11 K11 Street 
Sacramento, ca. 95814-3528 

County of 

INYO 

Re: Reclamation Plan #93~4 / Pacific Lightweight Products 
conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products 

Dear Mr. O'Bryant and Mr. Pompy: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a submitted 
Plan/Conditional Use Permit application for a open 
mine, south of the community Olancha. A Negative 
will be forthcoming for this project. 

Reclamation 
pit pumice 
Declaration 

The Reclamation Plan/Conditional Use Permit was previously sched­
uled to be heard before the Inyo County Planning Commission on 
May 26, 1993. However, due to legal timeline review require­
ments, deadline dates, and a reduction in Staffing in the Inyo 
county Planning Department, this project will not be able to be 
heard before the Planning commission until June~ 1993. 

1 
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Please contact this Department if you have any questions regard­
ing the above. Estimated end date for review: 06/10/93. 

/ Curtis' E. Kellogg 
Associate -Planner 

Attachments: 2 copies RP #93-4/CUP #93-5 Application & Map 

cc: File 

Pacific Lightweight Products 
Mr. Leonard Hobbs - Engineer 
715 North Central Avenue 
Suite #101 
Glendale, ca. 91203 

CEJC/cek 

2 



CO(AfttiUfm~fs INYO 
MINING RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE INFORl.4ATION !DATE\: 12-23-93 ] · USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS, IF Nl;CESSARV 

This application is for a.: (check the appropriate box(es)) 

(K]. Mining Operation D Sand/Gravel Pit rv1 ~•<><>fling Plant 

D Milllng Operation □ Concrete Bat ti. _ fi ff:: .It Batch Plant 

D Exploration D Other (descril r~ fl, C • 
J.J APPLICANT =:::-: Name Pacific Lightweight Products 

Address 715 Nor.th Centra 1 Ave., Suite 101 

City Glendale State California ZiE! 91203 

~ REPRESENTATIVE 
Name Same as applicant above Phone 

Address 

City State Zip 

~ LANDOWNER 
Name Ely_ Trust Phone (805) 569-2303 

Address Box 90960 

City Santa Barbara State Cal ifornia Zip 93190 

Ll OPERATOR 
Name Same as aQDl icant above Phone 

Address 

City State Zie 

.LJ LESSEE 
Name Same as apol icant above Phone 

Address 

City State Zie 

~ ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. (S) 33-200-01 

Section(s} 1 Townshie(s) 20 South Ran~e(s) 37 Eas:t 

Latitude 36°14
1 

Longitude 117°55
1 

page 1 
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1:_J CLAIM DESCRIPTION($) 
NAME TYPE RECORDED BLM ID# 

(lodo, pl11.cor, mmstto) VOL PG 

The project site is located on private property. 

LiGEOLOGY 
Describe the geologic setting of the area with a more detailed geologic description of the 
mineral deposit to be mined and principle minerals or rock types present. If referenced in a 
geologic report please attach a copy. 

The only type of rock being mined at this site is pumice. It is a waterlain deposit 
from 5 to 40 deep thick that dips 6 degrees to the west. The moisture content 
of the "in situ" pumice varies between 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is 
such that it will excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in 
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the surface with zero to 
very little overburden. 
with mining. 

No faults or folds are exposed on the property to interfere 

Ll ENVIRONMENT 
Give a description of the environmental setting of the site and the surrounding areas. 
Describe existing land use, topography, vegetation, wildlife, ground water and surface water 
charactercistics, average rain fall and other factors pertaining to the environment. 

See Attachment 1 

page 2 &-1-112 
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Attachment. 1: Pacific Light'v"v'.eight Products 

9. ENVIRONMENT 

At the present time this site is an active open pit mining operation on 50 acres of 
privately owned land. The nearest human habitation is 2 miles away. Before the 
start of mining activities in 1985, this area consisted of low hills of open desert 
sloping to the southwest. At the present time, the mined area still has a slope in 
the same direction. Some of the water courses have been changed but their 
direction is still the same. This is a combination "side-hill":and "open pit" type of 
mine and the natural drainage has not been interrupted. There is about 200 feet 
difference In elevation from the high to the low point of the disturbed ·area. The 
only naturaly occurring water on the property comes from rainfall which averages 
about 6 inches per year. There is no known endangered, threatened or sensitive 
vegetation on or around the project area. 

Vegetation: 
The vegetation is shrubs and small plants as described below: 
Scientific Name Common Name 
Ambrosia Dumosa Bursage 
Amsinckia Tessillata Checker Fiddleneck 
Atriplex Canescens Fourwing Saltbush 
Atriplex. Confertiafolia Shadscale 
Larrea Tridentata Creosote Bush 

Animals: • d 
The only animals to pass through the are~ are 4?0Yotes. _The ~esert tortoise ~n 
Mojave ground squirrel are not known to inhabit the pro1ect site or surrounding 
area. 
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~MINING OPERATION 

A. Proposed Starting Date: Mininq in proqress 

B. Name of Mine or Project: Pacific Lightweight Products Co. Pumice Mine 

c. Minerals To Be Mined: Pumice 

D. Maximum Total Yearly Production: ORE 36,000 Ton~ASTE Zero TOTAL36,000 Tons 

E. Estimated Mine life: 10 years Estimated Time to Complete Reclamation: 10 years 

F. Operation is: Continuous X Intermittent Seasonal 

G. Operation is: New Site In Operation X Inactive 

H. Days per Week: 5 Daily Operation Hours: 8 Starting Time: 7am 

I. Estimated Number of Employees: 4 Number of Shirts Per Day: One 

J. Type of Housing (if needed}: No housinq needed 

l.!.:!JMINE DIMENSIONS 
Highest Elevation 4,580 Feet Overall Slope Angle 5 Degr-ees 

Maximum Depth 40 Feet Maximum Slope AnQle 75 Decrees 

Maximum Length 2,460 Feet Maximum Width 1,300 Feet 

Angle of RePOse for Native or Host material 32 Degrees 

Bench Height 30 Feet Bench Width 20 Feet 

~SIZE OF OPERATION (in Acres) 
Owned Leased X 

Patented Sub-leased 
Un patented Other 

Total Acres: 50.4 To be Reclaimed: 50.4 

~MINE WASTE Describe waste piles, stockpiles, tailings ponds, other ponds, 
and leach pads. Answer for EACH pile, pond or pad where appropriate. 

Highest Elevation Overall Slope Angla 

Maximum Height Surface Area of Ponds 

Maximum Length Dee!h of Ponds 

Maximum Width There is no mine waste. 
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~TYPE OF OPERATION 

X Open Pit Single Bench 
Borrow Pit Mult!bench 

X Gravel/Sand Pit Underground 
Clay pit Hardrock 
Hill Top Waste Dump 

X Side Hill Tailings Pond 
Shovel/Truck Quarry 
Dragline Other (describe) 

.!EJOTHER CONSTRUCTION 

X Access Roads X Plant Site 
Asphalt Batch Plant X Screening 
Bathhouse (Dry) Settling Ponds 
Blasting Sheds 
Concrete Batch Plant Shops 

X Conveyors , X Stockpiles 
X Crushers Tailings Dams 

Explosive Storage X Tanks 
Office Site Water Wells 
On-Site Living Waste Dumps 
Sewage Dlsposal Other (describe) 

~PROCESSING 
A. Check box(es) that Describe Operation: 

X Crushing Amalgamation 
Milling Concrete Batch 
Washing Asphalt Batch 

X Flotation Precipitate 
Heap Leaching Hand Sort 

X Si.zing Smelting 
Other (describe) 

8. List Chemicals Used in the Processing 
None 
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~ACCESS Describe existing access routes to the operation site. 
Describe any proposed new access roads to be constructed. 

Access to the site from hi9hway 395 is at Cactus Flats Road going southeast.for 4 
mil es and then northeast for one-half mile alonq a; side road into the mine. 

.!!.]AIR QUALJTY 
List Number and Types of Vehicles and Equipment Associated with the Project: 

Vehicles: Equipment: (All portable) 
I Dozer 4 Screens 
2 Front-end Loader 15 Belt Conveyor 
1 ~!a ter True k 1 Rock Crusher 
1 Bobcat Loader 1 Truck Scale 
1 Mobile Welder 

~WATER QUALITY/ SUPPLY 
Source of Fresh Water Haiwee Reservoir 

Gallons per Day Fresh 3,000 in summer and 2,000 in winter 

Gallons per Day Recycled Zero 

Total Gallons Used per Day 3,000 in surrrner and 2,000 in winter 

Chemicals Used None 

Method of Chemical Disposal -

Proposed Sewage System Portable To i1 et 

~ENERGY 
To Be Consumed by the Project/Month 

ELECTRICITY 175 KW diesel generator on site 

NATURAL GAS None 

OTHER FUELS (type) None 
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ecioescribe the site alterations that will be produced by your proposed project. Far instances, describe 
topographic ch~nges, storm ttows that will have to be channelized, lengths of new roads and/or 
easements and other such changes: 

No major changes to the Qeneral slope will be made. Site roads have been built but 
will be reclaimed at conclusion of mining. 

. 

~If your project requires any permits from other agencies, please Identify the agency and type of 
permits. Some of the agencies or departments that you may have to obtain permits from are listed 
below: 

- Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
County Environmental Health Department 
County Building and Safety Department 
County Road Department 
Bureau of Land Management 

- California Department of Fish and Game 
Inyo National Forest 

~HAZARDOUS WASTES; AIR QUALITY; AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Pursuant to Section 65962.S(e) of the California Government Coda the project site 

is Ed 
is not X identified on the latest list prepared by the Secretary of Environmental Affairs 
as a hazardous waste site. 

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a.)(1) of the California Government Code the applicant 

will @ 
will not X need to comply with Sections 25505, 25533, and 25534 of the California Health 
and Safety Code requiring a hazardous material business plan; hazardous materials registration 
forms; and the preparation of a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP), respectively, 
and the requirements for a permit for construction or modification from the Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District. 

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a){2) of the California Government Code the applicant 

Will ti3 
Will not X handle acutely hazardous materials as defined by Section 25500 et. seq. of 
the California Health and Safety Code. If "will" is checked then a notice of requirement to comply 
with or determine.tion of exeml)tlon for a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP) from the 
Inyo County Environmental Health Department shall be attached to this application pursuant to 
Section 65850.2(b) of the California Government Code. 

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(b) of the California Government Cade the applicant shall attach 
certification from the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District that the project Is in compliance 
with any disclosures required by Section 42303 of the Calffomia Health and Safety Code concerning 
information needed by them to determine air pollution resultinQ from the proiect. 
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GREAT BASIN UNII'IED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157 Sttoft St. Suite 16- Bishop, CA 93514 

1619) 872-8211 
PERMIT NUKBBR 528 

Pursuant to the authority granted under the Rules and Regulations 
for the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control _District, the 

Pacific Lightweight Products Company 
715 North Central Avenue, Suite 101 

Glendale, CA 91203 

operations and associated equipment and buildings located at 

3 miles east of hwy 395r on Cactus Flat Road 
approximately 3 miles south of Olancba. 

section 1, Township 20 south, Range 37 East, 
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian 

is hereby granted a permit to operate as of February 261 1991. 

This Permit to Operate is granted for one year and may be renewed 
upon payment of the renewal fee on or before the anniversary date 
above. Th~ anniversary data is the sama for this parmit as for 
permit nurober 471, wnich this permit replaces. 

EQUIPMENT DESCRIPTION FOR PERMIT: 

1 - single Deck Screen 25 hp 7 - Conveyors@ 7.5 hp aa. 52. 5 hp 
(5' X 16 1) 8 Conveyors @ 5 hp ea. 40 hp 

l - Triple Deck Screen 20 hp l. - 175 KWe Diesel generator 
( 4. X 12 1 ) 3 - Conveyors@ 15 hp ea~ 45 hp 

l - Triple Deck screen 50 hp 1 - Rolls crusher 50 hp 
(8' X 20{) 

1 - Triple Deck Screen 15 hp 
(J' X 16') 

CONTROL SYSTEM 
1 - Water truck 

PERMIT CONDITIONS: see the attached conditional approval. 

D: \al \forms\po 

Thi$ Permit dQQ nu! 1u1horl~ Iha ,ba.,., perrnlttfllt 10 v!Qfal• any of 
ttilr lhll•• •nd flltgul11icn& of ffl• Cr1101 eu,n Uoili&d Ak Pulluth:m 
Cont.of oi.1,iet or OM1lon 20, Ck,clllll' 2. Anld• 3, .ot the HNILh 
aNi S.tetv Codti o1 ~ Stato ol c.raou1i1. :Z.f, Ifft 
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conditional Approval for Permit to Operate No. 528 
SOURCE NAME: Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products 

3 miles east of hwy 395, on Cactus Flat Road 
approximately 3 miles south of Olancha. 

PERMIT CONDITIONS: 
1. The District will be notified 48 hours prior to equipment start up and 
48 hours prior to commencing seasonal start up by calling (619) 872-8211. 
2. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products, is responsible tor dust control from 
commencement of this project to final completion and is also responsible for 
insuring that subcontractor(s), employees, and all other persons connected 
with the project abide by the conditions of this permit. . 
3, The maximum raw pumice input to the crushing and screening plant shall 
not exceed 20 tons per hour (34 cubic yards), and the equipment will not be 
operated more than 16 hours in any one day. Emissions from this plant may 
not exceed 250 pounds per day or 28. 3 pounds per hour for any criteria 
pollutant except carbon monoxide. 
4. When operating the pumice plant, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products 
shall conform with all applicable emissions regulations contained in The New 
Source Performance Standard for Nonmetallic Mineral Processing Plants (NSPS), 
[40CFR60.670 (Subpart 000)]. The emission standards, in part, limit conveyor 
transfer points to a maximum dust emissions rate of 10% opacity, except that 
material transferred to the storage piles will not exceed the District's 20% 
opacity limit. The NSPS standard also limits emissions from any crusher to 
15% opacity. No dust emission point on the screening plant shall exceed the 
NSPS opacity limits. If the NSPS standard or District Rule(s) 400, 401 or 
404-A is violated, water spray-jets, baghouse, or similar control device will 
be installed at those fugitive dust emission point exceeding the allowed 
opacity. 
s. When wind conditions are such that the applicant cannot control dust, 
Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall shut down all operations (except 
for equipment used for dust control) . Under no circumst~nce will wind 
generated dust leave the site or be allowed to blow across a property 
boundary. 
6. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will post and observe a 15 mph speed 
limit at the project site, and will observe a 25 mph speed limit while 
traveling on the unpaved portions of Cactus Flat Road. During normal daily 
activity, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products, their contractor (s), and 
employees will observe this speed limit. The speed limit will be strictly 
enforced by the applicant. (Authority cited rules 402 & 210). 
7. Reject waste material generated by the screening process will be buried 
daily before the close of business, and shall be covered with at least 4 
inches of non-pumice material. The applicant shall take every reasonable 
precaution to prevent waste material from becoming airborne. Waste crankcase 
oil is hazardous waste, and will not be used or considered as a dust 
suppression agent. 
8. The height of the storage piles and the conveyor drop distance shall be 
kept to a minimum. The pumice storage pile height shall not be allowed to 
exceed a 12 foot maximum height. If District Rule(s) 400, 401 or 402 are 
violated, water shall be applied to the storage piles as necessary to 
minimize fugitive dust emissions from wind erosion. 
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conditional Approval for Permit to Operate No. 528 
SOURCE NAME: Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products 

9 0 Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall keep the active quarry as small 
as possible. Once any portion of the quarry is exhausted of useful material, 
the applicant shall immediately begin reclamation of the disturbed surface 
soil. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will not allow any abandoned 
portion of the quarry to remain subject to wind erosion for a period in 
excess of one ( l) month without applying all reasonably available dust 
control measures necessary to prevent the transport of dust or dirt beyond 
the property boundary. Reasonable available control ~easures may include, 
but need not be limited to: sealing, re-vegetating, paving, or otherwise 
stabilizing the soil surfaces with chemical surfactants, or latex binders. 
10. At the termination of mining, Pacific Lightweight Pumice froducts will 
permanently close the quarry and prevent fugitive dust emissions prior to 
abandoning the site. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will comply with 
the closure mitigation measures stipulated by the Inyo County Planning 
Department Conditional Use Permit #85-1 written for the project, and by those 
outlined in condition number 9. 
11. The provisions of this permit may be modified by the District if it 
determines the stipulated controls are inadequate, or if District Rule(s) 
400, 401, 404-A, or 402 is violated. If requested by the Air Pollution 
Control Officer, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall within thirty (30) 
days submit a written plan to the District describing how the dust emissions 
will be controlled and maintained below a Ringelmann I (20% opacity). The 
Air Pollution Control Officer will approve or modify the written plan. 
Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will implement the plan immediately after 
approval by the APCO. 
12. To prevent violations of District Rule(s) 400, 401 and 402, Pacific 
Lightweight Pumice Products shall have at a minimum one (1) watering truck 
available to apply water to the haul roads and screening plant area. The 
applicant will give particular attention to: 
a. unimproved access roads used for entrances to or exit from the screening 
plant. 
b. areas in and around the open quarry and screening plant. 
o. dirt and mud carried on and deposited on adjacent improved streets and 
roads, and these streets are maintained in a clean manner. 
d. the materials pit, and ore storage pile fugitive emissions when needed 
to maintain fugitive dust emissions below a Ringelmann 1 {20% opacity). 
e. all dust emissions, and that any dust emission is kept below a Ringelmann 
1 (20% opacity). 
13. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall promptly notify the District 
in writing should they learn of or encounter conditions where toxic air 
emissions of concern are allowed to disperse into the ambient air. Toxic air 
emissions are those listed on the AB2588 list of substances as required by 
the California Health & Safety Code Section 44321. 



Attachment B 

~PROPOSED OR POTENTIAL USE OF THE LAND AFTER RECLAMATION 

Open Space 

~METHODS OF RECLAMATION 
Soil Augmentation 

Backfilling X Rehabilitation of drainage X 
Stablization of slopes X Equipment and refuse removal X 
Resoiling and revegetation Mitigate Hazards X 

Other (describe) 

~TIMING OF RECLAMATION 
ched: Qll8 

[][]Mining and Reclamation is done simultaneously 

[==:J Reclamation will be done after mining complete 

State sequence of mining and reclamation. 

See Attachment 2 
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Attachment 2: Pacific Lightweight Products 

26. TIMING OF RECLAMATION 

A. Operating Plan 
The processing plant was set up near the center of the pumice deposit. The 
reason for this type of arrangement was because of the method of extraction. A 
dozer is used to rip the pumice and a front-end loader picks it up and transports it 
to the plant for crushing and screening. The loader then returns to the quarry to 
pick up more material. But instead of going back empty, he gets some screened 
pumice and transports it to one of the stockpiles. There are 3 stockpile areas 
located around the site. That is the reason the entire deposit ls being mined at 
the same time. Starting in 1993, however1 the size of the mined area will be 
reduced in size at the rate of a minimum of 2 acres per year as described below. 
Stockpiles of the pumice sand are covered with coarse aggregate in order to 
reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust. 

B. Production 
The annual production rate is about 20,000 tons. The maximum capacity of the 
plant is 30,000 tons per year. It is continuous throughout the year, weather 
permitting. The exception would be for repair, maintenance and holidays. The 
process consists of screening and crushing and conveying to stockpiles. The 
process flow diagram is shown on the following page. The pumice deposit is 
expected to be depleted in about the year 2003. 

C. Reclamation 
Reclamation on the 50 acres has started and will continue at the rate of 2 acres 
per year for 10 years at which time the remaining 30 acres will be reclaimed. 
Slopes will be regraded to meet final contour configuration of the approved 
reclamation plan. Final reclamation will begin at that time or sooner and the site 
will revert back to its original open space use. When mining operations started in 
1985 the pumice was exposed on the surface and there was no overburden. The 
vegetation was growing in the pumice. During the past 7 years it was found that 
re-vegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For that reason no artificial 
re-vegetation is proposed and the site will be allowed to re-vegetate without 
human intervention. In the event that any stockpiles remain, they will be 
recontoured in accordance with the final contour map. Coarse aggregate will be 
laid down over the finer sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust. 
Since all of the equipment, including the truck scale, is portable it will be loaded 
onto trucks and transported off site. There are no concrete foundations on the 
property with the exception of precast concrete blocks supporting the truck 
scale. These will be broken up and buried on site. 
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Attachment 4: Pacific Lightweight Products 

27. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE 

Page 1 of 11 

The estimated cost of reclamation is $20,000. This estimate is based on a 10 
year life•of•mine total reclamation cost starting in 1993 and includes contingency 
and administrative costs. The Pacific Lightweight Products Company proposes a 
surety of this amount based on the following calculations. 

The two major cost items are regrading of the quarry and removal of the existing 
plant processing equipment. • 

A. Regrading Quarry 
The southwest facing high wall will be reduced to a 3 to 1 slope by pushing off 
material from above . The southwest side of the main stockpile to the south of 
the processing area will be rounded off and pushed down to fill in at the lower 
levels. Other areas will be regraded in accordance with the final approved 
contour map. This will be accomplished with one Cat 09N dozer. All 
productivity data is from the Caterpillar Performance Handbook, 23rd Edition. 

Total grading volume: 94,611 cubic yards (see cross sections AA, BB, CC) 
Corrected production rate: 2,045 cubic yards per hour (see page 5 of this sec.J 

l. EQUIPMENT 

Item 
Cat 09N Dozer 

Quantity 
1 

Mobilization and Demobilization 

2. LABOR 

Item 
Heavy Equip. Oper. 

Quantity 
l 

3 • MATERIALS 

Item 
Fuel 

Rate, 
gals. per hr. 

13 

Rental Rate, 
S Der Hour 

150 

Labor Rate, 
$ per Hour 

24 

Rate, 
S per gal. 

0,80 

Total 
QilL.. 

611 

Total direct cost for regrading quarry: 

Total 
Hours 

47 

Total 
Hours 

47 

Total 

H2.l:!.ll 
47 

Total 
Coat 

$7,050 
800 

Total 
~ 
$1,128 

Total 
cost 

S 489 

$9,467 
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Attachment 4: Pacific Lightweight Products Co. 

27. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE 

Page 2 of 11 

B. Removal of Equipment 
All of the plant processing equipment is portable. There are no concrete 
foundations except precast concrete blocks supporting the portable truck scale. 
These will be broken up and buried on site by the dozer. The eQuipment will be 
loaded onto trucks with a Cat 966 F wheel loader and transported to a metal 
recycling yard in Bakersfield. No salvage value for the iron was taken ( $40 per 
ton). 

1. EQUIPMENT 

Item 
Cat 966F Whl. Ldr. 
Truck 

Quantity 
l 

S per Hour 
67 

2. LABOR 

Item 

Iron Worker 

l 

Labor Rate, 
Quantity $ per Hour 

3 24 

3 • MATERIALS 

Item 
Fuel 

Rate, 
gale. per hr. 

5 

Rate, 
$ per gal. 

o.ao 

Total direct coat for removal of equipment: 

Total Labor, 
$ per Hour 

72 

Total 
Gals. 

175 

Hours 
35 

4 r.t. 

Total 
Hours 

35 

Total 
!!Qb!..u 

35 

Total direct cost for regrading quarry and removal of equipment 

Insurance (1.5%) 

Contract Administration (15%) 

Bond (perfonnance and payment 1.5%) 

Profit (101) 

Grand total 

Cost 
$2,345 
Sl,200 

Total 
~ 
S2,520 

Total 
~ 
$ 140 

$6,205 

$15,672 

235 

2,350 

235 

1,567 

$20,059 
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Estimating Production Oft-The.Job I Bulldozers 
• LI-Blades 

ESTIMATED-DOZING PRODUCTION • Universal Blades • 07G through D11N 

Lm3/hr LCY/hr 
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Bulldozers Job Factors 

Attachment 4 
Page 4 of 11 

Estimating Production Off-The-Job 
• Example Problem 

JOB CONDITION CORRECTION FACTORS 

TRACK- WHEEL-
TYPE TYPE 

TRACTOR TRACTOR 
OPERATOR -

Ex~llenl 1.00 1.00 
Average 0.75 0,60 
P0or 0.60 0.50 

MATERIAL -
Loose stockpile 1.20 1.20 
Hard lo cut; frozen -

with lilt cylinder 0,80 0.75 
'IWithout lilt cylinder 0.70 
cable 00nl101led blade 0.60 

Hard lo drill; "dead" (dry, 
non<ohnslve material) or 
very sllcky material o.eo 0.80 

Rock, ripped or blasted 0.60-0.80 
SLOT DOllNG 1.20 1.20 
SIDE BY SIDE DOZING 1.15·1.25 1.15-1.25 
VISIBILITY -

Dusi, rain, snow, fog or darkness 0.80 0.70 
JOB EFFICIENCY -

so !Tlinlhr 0.83 0.83 
40 min/hr 0.67 0.57 

DIRECT DAJVE. TRANSMISSION 
(0. 1 min. lixed time) 0.80 

BULLDOZER" 

Adjust based on SAE capacity 
relative to the base blade 
uaed In the Estimated Dozing 
P 10 duclio n graphs. 

GRADES - See fo llowing graph, 

• Nolo: Ang!n~ bla<:IH ano cu•hion blades""' n01 conside,ea production doi· 
Ing IIX>la. Depending on Joo condition•, lh• A-blade and C-lllado will ov.ra;o 
50-75% or slraighl blaclo ?(<Xlucllon. 

1·60 

1.8 

1.6 

1.4 

1.2 

1.0 

.e 

.6 

.2 

% Grade vs. Dozing Factor 
(-} Downhill 

(+) Uphill 

............. 
"--.. 

"-... ."'-
"-. 

I"-.. 

' -30 -20 - 10 0 t 10 +20 -1-30 

ESTIMATING DOZER PRODUCTION 
OFF-THE.JOB 

Example probkm: 

Determine average hourly production of a D8N/8SU 
(with tm cylinder) moving hard-packed clay a~ aver­
age distance af 45 m (150 feet) down a 15% gTade, 
using a slot dozing technique. 

Estimated rnaterial weight is 1600 kg/Lrn~ 
(2650 lh/LCY). Operator is average. Job efficiency is 
estimated at 50 min/hr. 

Uncorrected Maximum Production - 458 Lm3/h 
(600 LCY/hr) (example only} 

Applicable Correction Factors: 
Hard-packed clay is "hard to cut" m1:1terial -0.80 
Grade correction (from graph) ...... , ... -1.30 
Slot dozing ............... , .......... -1.20 
Average operator, .................... -0.75 
Job efficiency (50 min/hr) .............. -0.83 
Weight correction ........... (230012650)-0.87 

Production :=: Maximum Production X Correction· 
Fact.ors 

= (600 LCY/hr) (0.80) (1.30) (1.20) 
(0.75) (0.83) (0.87) 

= 405.5 LCY/br 
'To obtain production in metric units, the samtl 

procedure is used substituting maximum uncor• 
rected product.ion in Lm3• 

= 458 Lml/h x Factors 
= 309.6Lm3/h 
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Ownrng & Operetlng Costs © Hourly Fuel Consumption Tables 
• Track-Type Tractors 
• Agricultural Tractors 

FUEL CONSUMPTION TABLES & LOAD FACTOR GUIDES ... 

TRACK-TYPE TRACTORS 

Model Low Medium tilgh 

liter U.S. gal liter U.S. gal \iler U.S. gal 

03C & LGP 4-7'/, 1·2 7'/,-11 2-3 911.-13 . 21/,-3'(, 

04C & LGP 511.-9'/, 1'/,-21/, 9'/,-13 2'/.-3'/, 1 t-15 3-4 

DSC & LGP 5'/,-9'h 1 '1.-2'/, 9'/,-13 2'1,-3'/, 11-15 • 3-4 

04E 5'/r-9 11, 1 '/,-21/t 9'/,-13 2'/,•'3'1> 11-15 3-4 

04H Serles II & LGP 6-10'/, ,,,,.3 10'/,-141/, 3·4 121/.-17 31/r41/1 

05B 9'/,-13 2¼-3 1/, 11-17 3-4 1/, 15-21 4-5'/, 

OSH Selies II & LGP 11-15 3-4 121/.-19' /, 3 1/,-5 17-24 41/,-61/, 

06D & LGP 11-19 3-5 15-21 4.5,1, 21-26 S1/r7 

D6H Series II & LGP 13-221/z 3'/,-& 17'/,-25 4•1.~•1, 25-30'/, 6 1{t-8 

07G Secies 11· 19-25 5-G•/, 26~4 7-9 32-40 81/,-10'/, 

07H Series II & LGP 19·23 5-6 25-28 61/,-7'/, a:!-36 B'/,-9'/, 

' 13'/,-15 Dal & LGP 28-38 7,,,.,0 40-45 10'/,-12 51-57 

DSN &. LGP 2211»-28 6-7 1/, 28~S 7 1/,-10 38-51 10--1311, 

09N 30-42 8•11 44-53 l 11¼-141 52-69 14'/,-18 
OtON 46-51 121/,-13'/, 62·66 161/,-17¼ n.92 20-22 

D11N 62-70 \61/,·1B 1/, 85-93 22'1 .. 24 1/, 108-115 281/,·301/, 

• 07G fuel ccn,umplion data 1• based on a precombuslion chambor equipped engine. Fuol con•umplion Jc, a dlroc\ in/oc1;0• oqulppod 07G sMuld be approximaJoly 
10'11110$1, 

AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS 

Model 

D3C SA .. 

D4ESR 
05B SA 

OGE SR 
OSL SA 

AGS 

Challenger 658 

Challen g~ r 75 

.. ln,ulnc1an1 da!il 

17-12 

Low Medium High 

Iller U.S. gal Iller U.S. gal liter 

- - - - -
S•!,-9¼ 11/,-21/1 9'/,-13 2•1,.31/, 11-15 

13-19 3'/,·S 17-23 4'/,-6 21-26 

11-19 3.5 15-21 4-5'/, 21·26 
44.57 11 ' /,-1!i 53-70 14-181/, 64-83 

2411,-32 6'/,-8½ 32-40 81/,-101/, 40-4B 

30'/,-38 9-10 38-46 10-12 46-53 

34-41'1, 9-11 41'/a-49 11-13 49-57 

LOAD FACTOR GUIDE . 
High: Steady ripping, shutUe pushloading. Agricultural drawbar work at full 

throllle, engine lugged to max. power most of the time; Utile or no Idling 
or travel in reverse. 

Medium: Production dozing, pulling scrapera, most pushloading. Agricultural draw­
bar work at full throttle but no! always lugging engine. Some idling and 
some travel with no load. 

low: Considerable idling or travel with no load. 

U.S. gal 

-
3.4 

51/,-7 

5'/•·7 
17•22 

101/,.12•/, 
12-14 
13-15 
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Owning & Operating Costs (!) Hourly Fuel Consumption Tables 
• Wheel Loaders & Integrated Toolcarriers 
• Track Loaders 

WHEEL LOADERS & INTEGRATED TOOLCAARIERS 

Model 

910E; IT12B 
ITl-48 
916, IT18B 
9261:, IT2BB 
930, 93OR 

936F 

950F 

966C 
966F 
9BOF 
9BBB 
992C 
994 

Low Medium High 

Iller U.S. gal Iller U.S. gal Iller 
4.7,1, 1·2 s,,,_9,1, 1•1 .. 211, 7'/,-\3 

4-7'h. 1-2 7'/.-11 2-3 C 9'/,-13 

5'/,-7'/, 1'/r2 91/,-12 21/,-3 13-15 
7'h-11 2-3 11-15 3-4 15-19 
91/.-13 2'/,-:J•/, 13-17 J'/o-4'/, 1~23 -
9'/z-13 2'1,-3 11, 13-17 31/,-4'/, 19-23 

11-15 3-4 17-21 •l'l>-5'/, 23-28 
17.21 41I.-S•/, 2~2B 6·7'/, 32-38 
17-21 ! 4 ,, .. s,,. I 23-28 6-1'/, 32-38 

23-26 6-7 30-36 8-911, .42-47 

32-SB 81/,-10 44-49 11 1/,-13 60-66 

54-60 141/a-16 75-81 20-21•/1 104-113 

102-109'/, 27-29 136-1471/, 36-39 189-208 

LOAD FACTOR GUIDE 
High: Steady cycling on basic loader cycle. 
Medium; Steady cycling but over haul distances or work on basic loader cycle 

with frequent periods at idle. 
Low: Light utility work. Considerable idling. 

TRACK LOADERS 

Model 

931C 

935C 

943 
953 

963 

973 

17·18 

Low Medium 

liter U.S. gal liter U.S. gal liter 
511.-911, 111,-21/, 7 '/.-1 I 2-3 11-15 
5'1,-9•/t 1'/.-2.'/, 7,1 .. 11 2-3 11-15 

51/,-9'1, 1'/,-2'/, 911.-13 211 .. 3•/, 13-17 
9'h.-13 21/,.3 1/, 15-19 4-5 10-23 

13-17 3'/.-4'/• 21-25 s•/,-6'/• 25-30 
19-23 S-6 28-34 7'/,-9 36-42 

LOAD FACTOR GUIDE 
High: Continuous excavating and loading from bank. Land clearing, 
Medium: Bank or stockpile loading with idling periods. Load and carry. 
Low: Large amounts of idling in any application. 

Hl91l 

U.S. gal 
2-3 1/, 

2•1 .. 3•/, 
3'/.-4 
4-5 
5-6 

5-6 
6-7'1, 
a•/,-10 
a•1,..10 

11-12'/, 
16-171/, 

27•/,-30 
50-5S 

U.S. gal 
3-4 

3-4 

3'/,-4'/, 
5-6 

6'/.-8 
s•,..:11 



03CII 
O-4CII 
D4HII 
DSHII 
06H 11 
07H II 
08N 

I 09N 
DION 

935C II 
943 
953 
963 

Attachment B 

HP Wfighl O•y Week 

70 16,000 $300 $900 
80 16,800 350 1,000 
9S 23,000 415 1,23S 

120 29,000 600 1,800 
165 47,000 77S 2,J2S 
215 S7,000 1, 10□ 3,600 
265 62,000 1.400 4,600 
}70 IOl.080 6.000 
520 139,960 -

1.75 Yd. 75 $260 $800 
1.7S Yd. 85 300 900 
23 Yd. 98/105 33S 1,000 
2.6 Yd. 120 390 1,170 

JYd. 135 500 1,500 
650 2000 
080 2,6S0 

!JOO ~. 
98,000 5,650 

1.3 Yd. 80 19,500 $3S0 $1,000 
1.7Yd. 80 27,000 470 1,400 
2.3 Yd. 110 32,000 6S0 1,900 
2.9Yd. ISO 42,500 2,400 

Eneai•• 12/1/91 • Pliceuvbje<:1I0 dl&1>gcwiIho-,1 n<>t•ct 
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BAl!UIIUO - 80S/39J-S800 
COICOMN-209/991-219) 

fu.lNO - 209/89~040 

OXNAID-805/4115-2171 

S..UHAS - 4 oe/7 5 !Hl◄ 61 

SAi'ITA MAIIA- 805/925-8611 

Damage Wawe, 
M011lh Fet/Day 

$2,700 ss.oo 
2,980 s.so 
3,900 6.00 ,ii. 5,600 9.00 
7,000 11.00 

11,000 17.00 
14",000 20.00 
18,000 i~:© ' 23,000 

$1,500 

N.l!bt-lr•l•~f(f}.JP 
lo,rff'M~ 

IOIH'l••~ •M .... • l"ot\t 
M,,1r,YlklflldJ~1 fflff 

Tink eucht• $1~00 mo. 

25.00 

$3,000 $5.00 li 4,400 7.00 
5,600 9.00 
7,250 12.00 
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4,550 <r-------------------------------,4,550 

----- Surface at _February 1993 
•·•••••·•••••- Surface at conclusion of mining 
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4,500+--------------------------,.,c__------+ i4,500 
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l 

✓l 
I 
' • ,, 

• ~ 

..... 

-~o t::: 0 al 
~ > :-S ... 

vj 

4,400 ol---------------------,.-,,.~--------3_H_or_iz_. -------+ 

4,450 

14,400 

4,350"'--======--------------------------..L,4,350 

CROSS SECTION A-A 
Horizontal Scale: 1 inch = 200 feet 

Vertical Scale: 1 inch = 40 feet 
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4,550 .,------------- - ----------------------

----- Surface at February 1 993 
............ ........ Surface at conclusion of mining 
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CROSS SECTION B-B 
Horizontal Scale: 1 inch = 200 feet 

Vertical Scale: 1 inch = 40 feet 
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4,550 4,550 

Surface at February 1993 
........... ;. ..... - Surface at conclusion of mining 

4,500' 14,500 

4,450 4,450 

4,400 4,400 ·--...... . ... ............ 

4,350..,_ _______________ .,..._ _______________ 4,350 

CROSS SECTION C-C 
Horizontal Scale: 1 inch = 200 feet 

Vertical Scale: 1 inch = 40 feet 
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J. 

WHDI RECORDm MAlL '1'01 
Nil:a Ely 
P,O. Sox 90HO 
Santa Ba~bara, CA 93190-0960 

fil"/ 2402 
·1\1:~ROE.0 I , 
(l f,' f\Cli~ r,'::" .PDS 

,f . 11} 02 

-« 
I 
s u f . IS87 G~I I 5 fK 3: 23 

COUORA!'IOI <.'RUT DBBD 

SUbject ~ Mr:l'l\Slll!f\t survey ~ 
Do:::unent Transfer Tax De:lpt 

Pat VAUJMLB <XEIDl!IIM'ICII, receipt d. llbJ.c:b .:.. buaby admcwledgld• 

CW!R-SEAS DEVEl'.alM.ENT CO!PANf, ii corporatiai in the ~ccess. of dissolutim 

bermy graJlta ~ 

WDM L ~. Tru•tee 0/b/'r dated ~y 22, 1985 FNO t.be Bly r.l~y 

t:be folladDi ~.lelc:rita:l t-1 ~qierty in tbe CCUDty of ....... INYO....;;.a __ _., State '4. 

CALIFURNJA I 

See •~iblt A• attached 4 Incl,udi~g - a_il ."'i .nera_~ . r~gl.l'k• . o~"# 
by ove.r~~eaa. Developmen t ::,to\f • 

oat.Ed: June 9, 1987 over-Seas Deve.lopD!tlt 0aqlany 

S'rn.'m (J! CAJ..m:RlU. 
O:X,Nn' Cl' SAN'IJI. BMl\AR&t 

On J~ t' , 1987, bP..fot-e ne, the urde:slqrlEd Net.Ary Public, ~rsa:ially 
aweace:l i,;( ~ Ely, perscnally k:no,,,n t.o me or pro-, s;J C11 the basi:J of sat111factory 
ev idence to be the person ..t'lo e>a!CUt£d the within inet:.ruznent a.:.1 the President, .sn-1 
r,:Athlean lncerti, p.t['Sa,ally krK7,.n to me or prO'.td a, the basla .:>f s atisCactoty e-., idEn::e 
to be the perscn ~o e'U!Cllt.ed the within i.nstr'118lt as the SPCretary of t.'l9 Corpat"atiOll 
that exeo..t.ed the within in.strJlle'lt an:l ado'lowle.:lged to me that the cocporatia, e.icecuted 
it p.1rsu.ant t.o a resolution of its bcerd of directors. 

NI'IWC,S My hard an:i o fficial eeal. 

OFFICJAL S!AL 
JOHN fl INC:H !i 

NOTAJtt' l'l/e.,c • !:~-,,~OIV/UI, 

•~A 11Alt8A~A CO\llffl 
ll'r ' ""'""· ta~•n J..,. 11 1990 

f.loticy' fo: iMud State 

CORRECTED DEED TO I NCLUDE 
MINERAL RIGHTS 

\ 

' 

I 



~ /.:. I 

; r.' ,_ 
;: -:~-·• 
2.7!.- "l-­
:!.~"! 
!,"!SI L 

27')1 
:1..1~0 

87 4963 
"ElCHlilIT A" 

A.P. NO JJ-200-01 
'l'he West half of Sectiai 1 and the West half of the Sectia, 12 . 

AP NO 33--200-33 

Attachment 7 
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The North half of the SoutfMest quarter and the SCutheast Ql.larter of the SCut:hcest 
q.iartec- o11d the Hoc-th,,,est q..iarter o.f the Southeast:. LJJarter of Sectim 2. 

AP NO 33-200-34 
The North half of the North half aid the SCutheast q.iartar of the 
qaurter of Sect ia, 2. 

AP NO 33-200-37 

NCJt ti,,: ast 

The East half of the West half .Tid l:t1e Southe.:>st guarter and the f.oJth half of 
the Noctheaal -.uiJ.:tcr c>JK! U1c· Noct.h,.cst c;Jartcr o f the l'lor!:hc.:l!;t q.,arter of Sec.11 

M NO 33-200-02 
The Northwest quarter o f Sectim D 

M NO 33-200-35 
The East half and the East half of the West half and the North.lest g.iaz:ter 
of the Northwest q.iartcr c:md the SoutfMest q.iarte: of the SQ..::h,oest quarter 
of Secticn 14. 

All in 'l'o-lnship 20 So.Ith, R.lnge 37 E.JSt 

AP NO'S 33-280-06, 33- 280- 07, 33-280-08, 33- 280-11, Jl-280-12, 33-280-13, 
33-300-01, ]3-300-03, ]J-300-11, JJ- 340-03, 33-)40-04, JJ- 360-11, JJ-270-09, 

tots 10,1 1,12, 1s, 16,17,t8,20,2e, 47,48 , 63 and 74 as shcli,,wi upcn Reoord of 
Survey M..p of !l"lch~ted Lake Village , 1ract No. 1, of the porti01s of Sectims 
9, 16, and 21 , To,,nship 20 SoJth, Ran9e 37 East , M.D.B. & M., in the Ccunty of 
Inyo, State o f California, as per map rccocded Octobe!'" 8, 1957 in bod( 6, pages 
17 to 19, inclusive, in the o[fice ._ f the CaJ11ty Reo:irder ,:_,t s:aid Crunty. 

AP NO'S 33-30(·09 , 33-300-10, 33-320-10,- JJ-360-06, J]-270-11, 33-270-12. 
1 )<I'S< 
-·tots26,27,41 ,59,76 and 77 as shc,,..n t1!)01 R,.cc,rd of Survey M.:!D of Ehchmted Lake 

Village, Tract No 1, of the p::>rtirns of Sectiais 9 , i6, and 21, Ttw1s.'lip 20 
SOuth, RiS1gc 37 East, M.D.IL £,, M., ln the CaJnt.'/ of I n:,-o, State of California. 
recorded Octc:b!r 28 , 1957 i n b:d( 6 , pages 17 to 19 i nclus i v"! i n the office of 
the CU!rlty Reo:>rder. 
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Attacl ii, ,e, ,t B 
31: NOTIFICATION OF RESP\... .,SIBILITY 

I, Leonard Hobbs , the undersigned representing (the} Pacific lightweight Products Co• 

(~/company/eer~o,atiett) legal holder of the possessory interest, mineral and/or surface rights 

to the property commonly known as the Pacific Natural A~g reaa te Co . Pumice Mi n e located in 

Township 20S Range -----
37E Sectlon(s) 1 

CIRCLE ONE 

do hereby acknowledge to abide by the Reclamation Plan as submitted with the application. 

~ ... .-/,J,~ 
Signature • 

Date: FEI. 19. /991 .. 

CALIFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STA TE OF CAUFORNIA 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

ON t9-~ \ C\ \ q q.3 BEFORE ME, THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY PUBUC, 

PERSONALLY APPEARED Je.ty\J\..e>..,."\.e\._ \\ob bs. 
□ PERSONAU Y KNOWN TO ME - OR • ifZIPROVED TO ME ON THE BASIS OF SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE TO BE THE 

PERSON(S) WHOSE NAME(S) @ARE SUBSCRIBED TO THE WITHIN INSTRUMENT AND ACKNOWLEDGED TO ME THAT 
<!J!:lsHEITHEY EXECt.ln:D THE SAME IN ""SJHliR:IR1£/RAUTHORll,E9--e,u~~erry(fES}, AND THAT BY <!J!i}HERITHEIR 
SIGNATURE(S) ON THE INSTRUMENT THE PERSON(S), OR--1He-ENl"fF'f-tJPOftl.' BEHAl:::F-<:1P"WHleff-.+l:IE.-PERSON(S)--ACTED; 
EXECUTED THE INSTRUMENT. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 
Z -- MORGAN SCHOENlNGz 
S ·t .• COMM. #974440 S 
p ' NOT.AIIV PUBLIC • Cl\llfORNIA p 
J LOS ANGELES C() U NTV 
, My Comm. E~pires September 27, 1996 ! 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CAPACITY CL.AIMED BY SIGNER: ~DMOUAL _PARTHER(SJ 

_ATTORNEY-IN-FACT _____________ _ 
SIBN/NQ FOR 

_CORPORATE OFFICER($) ____________ _ 

CAPACITY OF CORPORA Tli OFFICER 

OTHER. _________________ _ 

page 11 

WlTNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL 

NOTARY LOCATION 
1102 NORTH BRAND BLVD. 

GLENDALE, CA 91202 
818-241-0809 

6-\-liil2 
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32. APPLICANTS CERTIFICATION OF FILING: (Legat owner of the property must sign) 

NOTE: If more than one person is involved in the ownership of the property or mineral rights a 
separate page must be attached fo this application which lists the names and adresses 
of al! persons having Interest in the ownership of the property or mineral rights. 

All applicants for surface mining permits who are not also the recorded owner(s) 
of the property must submit a signed statement by the property/mineral rights 
owners(s) authorizing them to act on their behalf. 

I certify under penalty of perjury that I am the owner of record, or as noted below and the owner of 
record has knowledge of and consents to the proposed surface mining reclamation plan application 
for this property. I further certify that the information contained is true and correct to the best of 
of my knowledge. 

----Owner or Possessory Interest or Mineral Rights 

.V Legal Owner(s) (all individual owners must sign as their 
names appear on the deed to the land) 

----Corporate Officer(s) empowered to sign for the Corporation. 

----Owner's legal Agent having Power of Attorney for this 
action (a Certified Power of Attorney document must 
accompany the application form.) 

Date: ):{~v,._,,, /, / 9 9-3 
AL~PURPOSEACKNOWLEDGMENT 

State of &1L /rO tlf//r/ } 

County of 5Jt,,,rt'A.&teffe;£:t't 

betore me, _ _,,,_@""'71?',.f,-d~&-==-=-'4-=-=£=-=~L=-~r✓c~c7.:/l=c~·~;-;::v=-­
"'AM'"· Tme 01' OFFICER. E.G •• JANE DOE, NOTAAY P\JBllC· 

/ /'. ./..MA £ EL-- l / 

personally appeared /4V": k .. ~ ~£(SJOFsrGNe? 

D personally known to ma - OR ~roved to me en the basis of satisfactory evidence 
to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are 
subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he/she/they 
executed the same in his/her/their 

cr-nc~ ~~ ~E.. '\L 
JOANNE L COHEN 

Notary PubUc-canrornlo 
SANlA SAR6AAA COUNTY 
MV C01T1mls$1on Expires 

March 24. 1995 

authorized capacity(ies), and that by 
his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument 
the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of 
which the person(s) acted, executed the 
instrument. 

CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER 

~DIVIOUAL 

0 CORPORATE _____ _ 

OFFICER(S) __ =~-­
TITLE(Sl 

0 PARTNER(S) 0 LIMITED 

D GENERAL 

0 ATTORNEV-IN•FACT 

0 TRUSTEE(S) 

D GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR 

0 OTHER: ______ _ 

SIGNER IS REPRESENTING: 
NA'i!E OF PEASON!SJ OR EHTl'TY~ 

µy --/'~v>I 

Ci:11992 NATIONAL NOTARY ASSOCIATION• 8236 'RemrootAYe., P.O. Box 7184 • Canoga Park,CA 91304-7164 
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CONDITIONAL ID!! PERMIT APPLICATION 

The following information is required by the Planning Commission 
pursuant to the requirement of the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance. · 

APPLICANT: Name: 
Address: 
Ci_ty: 
Telephone: 

OWNER: Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Telephone: 

ENGINEER: Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Telephone: 

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER: 

Pacific Lightweight Products 
715 North Central Ave., Suite 101 
Glendale, CA 91203 
(818) 240-5160 

Ely Trust 
Box 90960 
Santa Barbara, CA 93190 
(805) 569-2303 

Leonard Hobbs 
715 North Central Ave., Suite 101 
Glendale, CA 91203 
(818) 240-5160 

33-200-01 ZONING: _o_s_-4_0 ____ _ 

I HEREBY REQUEST that the Inyo county Planning Commission consid­
er this conditional use permit application for the following 

~described proj~ct (describe completely and in detail): 

At the present time there is an existing active open pit pumice mining operation 
on 50 acres of land located approximately 3 miles east of Highway 395 just north 
of Cactus Flats Road near Olancha. It is located on privately owned land that has 
been leased from the property owner. In 1985, a CUP (No. 85-1) was issued for 
this operation. The original CUP was for an area of 20 acres for mining activity. 
Since that time there has been an additional 30 acres put into service. 

The actual mining operation is essentially the same as it was when mining 
activities started in 1985. The pumice is mined by open pit methods with a 
bulldozer and front-end loader. The pumice is crushed and screened and shipped 
in trucks at the rate of up to 4 per day. The mine is operated 8 hours per day, 5 
days per week by 4 employees. Reclamation of the 50 acres has already begun 
and will continue at the rate of at least 2 acres per year for 10 years at which 
time the 30 remaining acres will be reclaimed. Final reclamation will be 
completed at that time or sooner and the site will revert back to its original open 
space use in accordance with the Reclamation Plan. This is a request to obtain a 
CUP for the entire 50 acres. 

4 
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CONSENT: 

)<. 

Attachment B 

I consent to the submission of the conditional use 
permit application. 

CERTIFICATION; I hereby certify that the above information is 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 

~.,,~ 
(Signed by the Applicant or Engineer) 

Nat'E: THIS APPLICATION REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE INYO 
COUNTY PLAHHIHG COMMISSION. YOU OR A REPRESENTATIVE MUST BE 
PRESENT TO ANSWER AMY QUESTIONS. FAILURE TO APPEAR MAY RESULT IH 
THE PUBLIC HEARIHG BEING COHTIHOBD OR THE APPLICATION DENIED4 

5 
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ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION~ 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

N'ame: Pacific Lightweight Products 
Address: 715 North Central Ave., Suite 101 
City: Glendafe, CA 91203 Phone: -(818) 240-5160 __ _ 

Assessor's Parcel N'umber: ~3~3~-~2~0~0~-~0~1:__ ______________ _ 

Zoning: ~O~S~--4~0~-----------------------­

Existing Use of the Property: ~P~u~m~i~c=e~M~in~e~------------

List any other related permits and 
required for this project (Local, State 
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
Reclamation Plan 
Mining Operation Annual Report 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

Proposed Project: (Describe completely) 

other public 
or Federal): 

approvals 

The proposed project is the same as the existing project as described on page 
4 of this application and shown on the plot plan. 

Plans: Attach any development plans, plot plans, design plans, 
elevations which depict the proposed development. 

Checklist: Are the following environmental impacts applicable to 
the project. Discuss below all items checked YES (attach 
additional sheets if necessary): 

YES 
.1L 

NO 
Change in existing features of any water courses, 
natural vegetation, slopes or substantial alteration 
of ground contours. 
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Attachment B 
Chang~ ~n scenic views. 

Change in the pattern, scale or character of the 
project area. 

Generation of significant amounts of solid waste. 

Generation of dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors. 

Change in surface or ground 
quantity. 

water quality or 

Change in existing noise or vibration levels. 

Location of filled land or on slop~s of 10% or more. 

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous, ~oxic or 
flammable materials. 

Increase in demand for: municipal services (sheriff, 
fire, water:, sewer, electricity, etc.). 

-Increase in fossil fuel consumption. 

Relationship to a larger project or series of 
projects. 

Discussion of all the above items checked YES: 

-----------See Attachment 1---------------
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Attachment B 

Attachment 1: Pacific Lightweight Products CUP Application 

Before the start of mining activities in 1985, this area consisted of low hills 
sloping to the southwest. At the present time, the mined area still has a slope In 
the same direction. Some of the water courses have been changed but their 
direction is still the same. This is a combination "side-hill" and "open pit" type of 
mine and the natural drainage has not been interrupted. There Is about 200 feet 
difference in elevation from the high to the low point of the disturbed area. The 
only naturally occurring water on the property comes from rainfall which 
averages about 6 inches per year. • 

During over 7 years of mining, it has been found that the moisture content of the 
pumice in place varies between 8 and 12 percent. This is significant because the 
naturally occurring water helps to minimize dust during transporting, crushing and 
screening. To further reduce fugitive dust in the area, the following steps are 
taken: 

1. A watering truck applies water to haul roads and around the screening plant. 

2. When wind conditions are such that the dust cannot be controlled, all mining 
activities are shut down. 

3. The maximum speed limit of any vehicle on the property is 15 mph. 

There is noise from the electric generator, crusher, screens and mobile 
equipment. No complaints have ever been received from this because the 
nearest human habitation is 2 miles distant. 

There are no permanent structures on the property. All of the plant processing 
equipment is portable including the toilet which is serviced on a periodic basis as 
needed. The only exception is the portable truck scale which is resting on 
precast concrete blocks. These blocks will be broken up and buried at the site. 

The flammable materials kept at the site are an 8,000 gallon tank holding diesel 
oil for the mobil equipment and a 500 gallon tank for holding used oil. This tank 
is periodically emptied by a recycler and shipped off site for reprocessing. 



r Attachment B 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: 

Describe the project site as it now exists, including information 
on topography, soils, plants, animals, drainage, climate, air 
quality, visual quality, access, traffic, utilities, noise and 
structures: 
The project site is an open pit mine. Most of the land surface has been 
moved and excavated in some areas to a depth of 40 feet. Because of the 
original consolidation of the pumice, some excavated areas stand in almost 
vertical faces. The vegetation has been eliminated and wildlife has been 
displaced and re-established in adjoining areas. Some of the drainage 
courses have been changed but their direction is still the same. The 
processing equipment is located on one acre and stockpiles cover about 5 
acres. Haul roads have been established but wet down daify to control the 
fugitive dust. There are no government services required. No utility line 
extensions are necessary because power is generated by a portable 
generator. The traffic consists of up to 4 trucks per day and employee 
vehicles along Cactus Flats road and then one-half mile into the plant. 

Describe the surrounding properties, including information as 
listed above. 

The surrounding area is hilly open desert with no structures or human 
habitation within 2 miles. The vegetation is brush and small plants with 
nothing growing larger than 3 feet. There is nci known endangered, 
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area. 

Vegetation: 
The vegetation is shrubs and small plants as described below: 
Scientific Name Common Name 
Ambrosia Dumosa Bursage 
Amsinckia Tessillata Checker Fiddleneck 
Atriplex Canescens Fourwing Saltbush 
Atriplex Confertiafolia Shadscale 
Larrea Tridentata Creosote Bush 

Animals: 
The only animals to pass through the area are coyotes. The desert tortoise and 
Mojave ground squirrel are not known to inhabit the surrounding area. 

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the statements furnished 
above and in any attachments present the data and information 
required for this Environmental Information Form to the best of 
my ability, and the facts, statements and information presented 
are true and correct to the best of~my_kowledge and belief. 

f!B .. It!/~ lf'II ~~•.,.-.-, ~ 
DATE V NATURE 
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September9,202S 

Ms. Ryan Smith-Standridge 
Associ.JW Planner 
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, CA 

Attachment C 

GLOBAL PUMICE, UC 
P.O. Boxl74 

Apple \/alley, CA 92307 
76()..S59-3280 

SUBJECT: Response to IVoti(e of Violation - Mine ID 91~14-0003 -Olanc:ha Mine 

Dear Ms. Standridge: 

This letter constitutes our written response to your Notfce of Violatfon letter dated August 131 

2025. 

Pu,suant to a Notice of Decision dated and filed August 5, 1998, the Notice expanded the 
Amended CUP 93-5/Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4, from 52 acms to 75 acres, a copy 
attached for your review. 

The two Permit Viofations noted in your letter stated (1) we are outside the approved mine 
boundary of 50.4 acres, and (2) we failed to maintain current reclamation at a rate of at feast 2 
acres per year. 

The Amended CUP and Reclamation Plan noted above had been approved on August 5, 1998to 
increase the approved mine site area to 75 acres. I would agree that we have or nearly have 
exceeded the boundary limitation of the 75 acres and need to file another Amendment to the 
CUP/Rec Plan to continue mining at tile Olancha mine site. I have proposed the followlng actior 
steps oudintng our time frame to obtaln the neceSS.1'.lry amendrnents beyond the current 
approved 75 acres. 

Action Required: 

1. WTthin the next 30 davs our intention is to have Mr. Joe MIiier, civil engineer from Mifler 
& Associates, Apple Valley, CA p~pate a flv•,over topo map to deTineate the footprint for 
our mine eKpanslon area, From this topo map, we will prepare the submittal 
applications to amend the current CUP and Reclamation Plan and file both applications 
together, within 30 days of recelving our engineered topo map. We will request an 
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Attachment C 

expansion of up to 75 additional acres bevond our current boundary. Mr. Joe Miller will 
provide all engineering services related to the appllcatiOn requirements. 

2, Regarding the failure to perform the 2-acre reclamation rate per year, we will pursue the 
completion ofthe required reclamation and reseeding, etc. on the previously disturbed 
75 acres. Most of the grading for the redamation has been completed with our mbilng 
activity, but we would request a coordinated approved plan with Inyo County Planning 
to determine the seeding schedule. We have requested a bid from the reseed group 
currently reseeding along Hwy 395 in Olancha and should have that bid quote within 3-5 
da'f$, We will keep you updated on this by next week. 

3. We have been and continue to wort with Mr. Tom Schaniei (Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District) to complete corrective actions submitted by Mr,, Schaniel and 
to resolve the outstandll'lg NOV items. I have attached some of the work completed and 
emails notes between Global Pumice and Mr. Schaniel as to our progress. 

4. We would certainly request that Inyo County and Global Pumice enter into a worbbfe 
Stipulation Agreement as soon as possible to set forth the mechanics and timefrnme 
compliance schedule. 

We look fotward to 1N0rki11gwlth Inyo County Planning to bring our O\ancha mine site into 
complete compliance to continue at.Jr mining activities. 

~~ 
Tho~s Hrubik 
P~Jent 

Attachments: Notice of Decision - dated August 5, 1998 
Great Basin correspondence 
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August 6, 2026 

Ms. Ryan Smith-Standridge 

Attachment D 

GLOBALPUMICE,LLC 
P.O. Box 174 

Apple Va Dey, CA. 92307 

Delivery By Federal Expres_ss 

Associate Planner / SMARA Coordirtator 
lnyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Re: Minor Ameodment Applications -Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and 
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 
Global Pumice, LLC- lndostrial Mineral Operation 

Dear Ms. Smith-Stmdridge: 

Enclosed for filing are the Minor .4..mendment Application for Amended Conditional Use Permit 
No. 93-5 and the corresponding Minor Amendment Application to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 
for the Global Pumice, LLC Industrial Mineral Operation located near Olancha, California I 
have aJso enclosed the required fees totaling$ 2,260.00, (S 745.00 for Minor Amendment to a 
CUP, and$ 1,515.00 for Reclamation Plan Amendment without expansion, in the form of 
checks)-

AB we have discussed, Global Pumice, LLC bas substantially completed. the application package 
necessary to initiate the County's review process. Certain supplement.al materials require 
additional time to obtain or prepare. Rath.er than delaying commencement of the County's 
review, the enclosed Stipulation Agreement establishes the schedule under which those 
supplemental materials will be .submitted while allowing processing of the applications to 
proceed. 

Global Pumice, LLC appreciates the profussionalism., coopaation, ar,d assistance extended by 
the Inyo County Planning Department throughout the preparation of these applications.. We look 
fCJrward to continuing to work cooperatively with County staff during the review process. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respeclfully submitted, 

President 



Attachment D 

STIPULATION AGREEMENT 

Regarding Submission of Supplemental Application 
Materials 

Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 
Global Pumice, LLC-lndwtrial Mineral Operation 
O1ancha, Inyo County, California 

This Stipulation Agreement ("Stipulation') is entered into by and between Global Pumice, LLC 
{"Applicant") and the Joyo County Planning Department ("County") regarding the Applicant's 
Minor Amendment Application for Amended Conditiorwl Use Permit No. 93-5 and Minor 
Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, submitted to the County on August 6, 2026. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS~ Applicant has submitted the above-referenced applications to initiate the County's 
review of the proposed Minor Amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the parties acknowledge that the applications have been substantially completed 
and contain sufficient infonnation to commence the County's review process, while certain 
supplemenlal materiaJs remain to be obtained o.r _prepared; and 

WHEREAS. the parties desire to avoid llllllecessary delay in processing the applications and 
agree that the remaining supplemental .materials may be submitted in accordance with the 
schedule established by this Stipulation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

1. Property Owner Authorization 

Applicant shall obtain the required written authorization and signatures from the owner(s) of the 
subject property for the Minor Amendment Applications within approximately thirty (30) days 
following execution of this Stipulation. 

2. Biological Resources Assessment and Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation 

Applicant shall retain qualified consultauts to prepare and submit the following technical studies: 
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• Biological Resources Assessment. 
• Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation. 

Applicant anticipates submitting these studies within approximately ninety (90) days fo11owing 
execution of this Stipulation, subject to consultant availability, field conditions, agency 
coordination, and other circumstances reasonably beyond Applicant' s control 

3. Revisions to Maps 

Should the County determine that revisions or supplemental mapping are necessary for either the 
Conditional Use Permit or Reclamation Plan applications, Applicant shall submit the requested 
revisions within approximately thirty (30) days following the County's request, unless otherwise 
mutually agreed. 

4. Additional Information Requested by the County 

Applicant agrees to provide any additional information, documents, or supporting materials 
reasonably requested by the County during its review of the applications within approximately 
sixty (60) days following such request, or within another murually agreed period if additional 
time is reasonably necessary. 

5. Proces.§ing of Applications 

The Cowity agrees that, upon execution of this Stipulation, the Minor Amendment Applications 
may continue through the normal review process while the supplemental materials identified. 
herein are being prepared and submitted in accordance with the sche.dule established by this 
Stipulation. 

For administrative purposes, the County acknowledges that the applications were submitted on 
August 6, 2026, and that the supplemental materials identified in this Stipulation shall become 
part of the administrative record uixm their submission. 

Toe parties acknowledge that this Stipulation is intended solely to fa,cHitate the orderly 
processing of the applications while additional supporting infonnation is being completed. 
Nothing contained herein shall constitute approval or denial of the applications, waive any 
applicable County review requirements, or limit the County's authority to request additional 
information reasonably necessary to complete its review. 

Applicant agrees to diligently pursue completion of all supplemental materials identified herein, 
and the County agrees to continue processing the applications in good faith while those materials 
are being prepared and submitted in accordance with this Stipulation. 
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6. Good Faith Cooperation 

The parties agree to continue working cooperatively and in good faith throughout the review 
process to complete the administrative record and facilitate timely consideration of the requested 
Minor Amendments. 

7. Entire Agreement 

This Stipulation constitutes the entire agreement between the parties concerning the submission 
of supplemental application materials for the above-referenced applications. Any amendment or 
modification to this Stipulation shall be effective only if made in writing and signed by both 
parties. 

8. Effective Date 

Titis Stipulation shall become effective upon execution by both parties and shall rem!llll in effect 
until all supplemental materials identified herein have been submitted or until superseded by 
mutual written agreement 

IN WTINESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Stipulation Agreement as of the dates 
set forth below. 

Tho.m.a..i A. 
President 

CE,LLC 

INYO COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

By: ----------------
Ryan Smith-Standridge 
Associate Planner / SMARA Coordinator 

Date: --------------
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Attachment D 
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Phone: (760)878.0263 
FAX: (760) 872-2712 

E-Mail: inyoplanning@ 
lnyOC<lunty.us 

Planning Department Permit Application 

j Date: August 3, 2026 ~ (Staff Lise) Project #: 

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

Street Address: 19968 Bear Valley Rd, Suite B ( PO Box 174) 

City: Apple Valley 

Phone: 760~59-3280 

State: CA 

Alternate Phone: 760-250-9332 

Zip: 92307 

e-mail: thrubik@globalpumice.com 

Property Owner Name: lncerti & Ely living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%) 

Street Address: 1 006 Claremont Rd 

City: Santa Barbara State: CA Zip: 93105 

Phone: 805-886-1598 Alternate Phone: 

e-mail: elykathleen03@gmail.com 

Property Information .As5'essor's ParcelNumber(s): 33-200-01 

Address: Approx 2 miles south of the Community of Olancha, and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Rd 

Latitude: 36 degrees, 14 minutes Longitude: 117 degrees, 55 minutes 

Section(s): Section 1 Township(s): 20S Range(s): 37E 

Zoning: OS-40 (Open Space) General Plan Designation: Open Space- Natural Aesaurces 

Project Type (Check all that apply) 

0 Conditional Use Pennit D Tentative Tract Map 

D Variance D Tentative Parcel Map 

D Zone Reclassification O Lot Line Adjustment 

D General Plan Amendment O Parcel Merger 

D Specific Plan O Certificate of Compliance 

D Development Agreement D Hosted Short-Tenn Rental 

0 Renewable Energy Permit 

~ Mining Reclamation Plan 

0 Road Abandonment 

D Design Review Committee 

D Time Extension 

D Telecom Plan or Amendment 

D Mobile Home Waiver 

D Renewable Energy Determination ~ Other Minor Amendment to Existing CUP/REC Plan 

Rev. 712021 



Attachment D 
Planning Deparbnent Pennit Application 

I Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

Page 2 

Project Description Describe in detail Project Proposal(s). Be as specific as possible. Attach 
additional sheets as necessary. 

The existing Amended CUP Permit 93-5 and Amended REC Plan Permit 93-5 were 
approved on July 22, 1998, to expand the mining footprint from the original permitted 52 
acres to 75 acres. The mine life was to expire after 10 years. Global Pumice purchased 
the mining operation in October 2013 and continues to operate within the amended and 
approved 75 acre footprint to this date. Global Pumice desires to continue mining within 
the existing approved 75 acre footprint for an additional 7 years, however, to re-purpose 
and utilize the previous designated "waste pumice fines" as approved pumice products for 
future sales. This Minor Amendment will not expand the existing mining footprint and all 
mining activities under this Minor Amendment i,v;u stay within the approved existing mining 
boundaries. 

Global Pumice is required to meet the reciamation requirements under the existing CUP/ 
REC plan totaling approximately 54 acres of disturbed mining area which is addressed in 
this new minor amendment request to bring this reclamation requirement into compliance. 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO 
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT 
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Project Goals Describe the goals and project benefits (i.e. jobs) housing, services created and 
revenues generated for the community, etc. Attach additional sheets as 
necessary. 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO 
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT 
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Rev. 7/2021 



Planning Department Permit App.lttatiurent D 

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

Submission Requirements 

Submittal guidance documents are available on our kebsitd for most types of Inyo County 
Planning permits. Common requirements include but arc not limited to this application 
including the initial deposit, a site plan, and proof of ownership. Projects that have potential 
impacts to the environment require review under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), and are likely to require additional information from the applicant and/or 
professionally prepared resource reports. 

Property Owner Consent 

Page3 

I certify that I am the owner of the property at the project site, o.- am the trustee for a trust that owns the 
property, or an authorized officer for a legal entity that owns the property and that I consent to the submission 
of this application. 

, Name: Kathleen Ely 

Title: Owner 

Applicant Certification 

Dare: 

I hereby attest that the information contained in this application and any attachments is correct tn the best of 
my knowledge. 

Note that if the applicant is other than the properly owner, the applicanr must be named man Auihorized Agent on 
the Conserst of Pmperty Owner and Designation of Authorized AgmJ jorm thm is induded with the Jrryo CoW1ty 
P/an,,ing Department Permil. Application. 

Name: Thomas A. Hrubik 

Company. Global Pumice, LLC 

Title: President 

License# 

Date: August 3, 2q26 

Si~ I ' 

* By signing this application the applicant/property owner agrees to defen~ indemnify, and hold the 
County harmless from any claim, action, or proceeding arising from this application or brought to 
attack, set aside, void or annul the County's approval of this application, and any environmental 
review associated with the proposed project 

Rev. 71''2021 



Planning Department Pennit App~~'R~~vironmental Information 

General Information 

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

Property Owner Name: lncerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%} 

Address: Approx 2 miles soulh of the Commooity of Olancha, and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Rd 

APN: 33-200-01 

Project Description 

Property Size: 75 acres 

Existing Buildings & Structures: None 
(including Square Foot:ige & 
nurn ber of Floocs) 

Proposed Buildings & Structwes: None 
(including Square Footage & 
number of Floors) 

Existing Yard Setbacks: N/A 
(Front, Side, Slld Rear) 

Distance between N/A 
Structures: 

.Parking: On Site for approximately 5-6 employees 

Project Schedule: Monday-Friday - up to 10 hours per day ( generally 40 hr workweek ) 

Project Phasing: Only as described in attached NARRATIVE for reclamation phasing 

Provide a detailed description of the project (llttach additional sheets as necesS'ary); 

Page4 

• For Residential Projects, Describe, including number of units, size of tmits, anticipated saJe prices 
or rental rates and type of household size imticipated. 

• For Commercial Projects, Describe, including type of operation., square footage of sales area and 
loading facilities. 

• For Industrial Projects, Describe. including type of operation, estimated employment per shift and 
number- of shifts, loading facilities, truck traffic. and hazardous materials used onsite. 

• For Institutional Projects, Describe, including services provided, estimated employment per shift, 
estimated occupancy and community benefits of project. 

Rev. 7/2021 



Planning Department Permit App~g:ffJP..entfnvironmental Information Page 5 

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

Project Checklist 

Yes No 

I. Change io existing features of any bays, tidelands, beaches, or hilJs or substantial □ 0 
a.Iteration of ground contours. 

2. Change in scenic vjews, or vistas from existing residential areas, public lands or roads. □ ~ 
3. Change in pattern, scaie or character of general area of project. □ 0 
4. Significmt amounts of solid waste or litter. □ 0 
5. Change in dust. ash. smoke, fumes or odors in vicinity □ 0 
6. Change in ocean. bay, lake., stream or ground water quality or quantity, or alteration □ 0 
7. Of existing drainage patterns □ ~ 
8. SubstantiaJ change in existillg noise or Yibnrtion levels in the vicinity □ 0 
9. Site on filled land or on slope of IO percent or more □ ~ 
JO. Use of disposal of potcntiaJly hazardous materials, such as toxic substances. □ 0 

flammables. or explosives.. 

11. Substantial chang~ in demand for municipal services (police, fire, water, sewage, etc.) □ ~ 
12. Substantial increase in fossil fuel conswnption (electricity, oil, natura1 gas, etc.) □ ~ 
13. Known threatened or endangered species (animal or plant) on or near site. □ 0 
14. Koovm historical, arcliaeological, or cultural resource on or near site. □ 0 
15. Project is related to a larger project or a series of projects. □ ~ 
FoT all items checked Yes. please include a written discussion/e:x:plaaation below (attach additional sheets as 
necessary). 

Rev. 7/2021 



Planning Department Penn it Ap~ct &nvironmental Information Page6 

I Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

Environmental Setting 

Describe the project site as it exists before the project, including information on topography, soil stability, 
plants and animals and any cultural, rustorical, or scenic aspects. Describe any existing stroctures on the site, 
and the use of the structures. Attach photographs of lhe site. as needed. Attach additional sheets as necessary. 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO 
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT 
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Descnoe the surrounding properties, including information on plant and animals and any cultural, historical or 
scenic aspects. Indicate the type of land use (residentia.J, commercial, etc.), iorensily of land use ( one family, 
apartment houses, shops, deplll"trnent stores, etc.), and scale of development (height, .frontage, setback rear 
yard, etc.). Attach photographs of1he vicinity, as needed. Attach additional sheets as necessa,y. 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO 
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT 
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Certification 

I hereby attest that the iITformation conrained in this Environmental Information Worksheet and any 
attachments is correct to the best ofmy knowledge. 

Note that if the signaJory of this worksheet f.y olher than the properly awner, the signarory must be named as an 
Authomed Agent un the Consenl of Property Owner and Designation ofAuJ.horized Age11t form tlzaJ. is included 
with the myo Couniy Planning Dq,artment Permit Appllcation. 

Name: Thomas A.Hrubik 

Company: Global Pumice, LLC 

Title: President 

Liceose # 

Rev. 7/2021 



Attachment D 
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Phone: (760) 878-0263 
FAX: (760) 872-2712 

E..Mail: inyoplannlng@ 
inyocounty.us 

Consent of Property Owner and Designation of Authorized Agent 

Date: August 3, 2026 (Staff Use) Project#: 

General Information 

Property Owner Name: lncerti & Ely Living Trust (500/o) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%) 

Applicant/ Authorized Agent Name; GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 
Project Address: Approx 2 miles south of the Community of 0lancha, am 5 miles ee.SI of Cactus Flat Rd 

APN: 33-200-01 Pemrit Type: Mna-A/lleronenttoemlng CUP/REC f'!an 

Consent I (we) !he undersigned owner of record of the fee interest in the parcel of land identified by the 
address anrl Assessor Parcel Number(3) noted above, for which a land use pennit, land division, 
general plan or ordinance amendment. or LAFCO application referral is being filed with the 
[nyo County Planning Department requesting an approval for the permit type 1 iste.d above, do 
hereby certify that: 

l. Such Application may be filed and processed with my ( our) full consenL 
2. I (we) hereby grant consent to Inyo County, its officers, agents, employees, independent contractors, 

consultants, sub-consu.ttauts and their officers, agents, and emp1oyees to enter the property identified above 
to conduct any and all surveys and inspecrions that are considered appropriate by the inspecting person or 
entity to process this application. This consent also extends to governmental entities other than the County, 
their officer.;, agencies, employees, independent contractors, consultants, s~tants, md their agents 
or employees if the other govemmen1al entities arc providing revievv, inspections and surveys to assist the 
County in processing this application. This coo.sent will expire upon completion of the project. 

3. If prior notice is required for entry to survey or inspect the property, please contact 

Name: Kathleen Ely 

A~: 1 006 Claremont Rd 

Telephone#: 805-886-1598 e-mail: elykathleen03@gmail.com 
4. I (we) hereby give notice of the following concealed or unconcealed dangerous conditions on the property: 

N/A 

Authorization 

Signatures 

I (we) the undersigned owner of record of the fee interest in the parcel of land located at 
the address note.d above and identified by the Assessor Parcel Number(s) noted above 
.have 11.Uthorizro the person noted above as "Applicant/Authorized Agent" to act as my 
( our) agent in all contacts with lnyo County and to sign for all necessary permits in 
connection with this matter. lfthe Applicant/Authorized Agt:nJjield above and 1he 
signature below are left blank it is ass~ ihm the Properry Owner will he acting as 
his own Agent, and M one will be acting on 1w behalf-

Signarure of Property Owner Signature of Authorized Agent Date 

Rev. 7/2021 



Attachment D 
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, Califomia 93526 

Notification of Proximate Property Owners 

j Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

j Dale: August 3, 2026 (S1affUse) Project#: 

Phone: (760)878-0263 
FAX: (780) 872-Z712 
E-Mail: inyoplanning@ 

lnyocounty.us 

The following applicatiom require the provision of public hearing notices to :rurround ing property owners 
within 300 feet of the boundary of the project property. Please check all that apply to this project. 

~ Conditional Use Permit O Tentative Tract Map 0 Mining Reclamation Plan 

D Variance O Tentative Parcel Map D Road Abandonment 

D Zone Reclassification D Certificate of Compliance D Telecom Plan or Amendment 

0 General Plan Amendment D Specific Plan D Renewable Energy Permit 

D Development Agreement O Renewable Energy Determination D Mobile Home Waiver 

0 Hosted Short-Term Rental 

The following applications require the provision of public hearing notic.es to sun-ounding property owners 
within 1,500 feet of the boUDdary of the project property. Please check if this applies to this project. 

D Commercial Cannabis Conditional Use Permit for cultivation, retail, distribution, testing, 
manufacturing or microbusiness. 

A list of of all applicable proxima.te property owners must be obtained from the latest Assessor's tax roll. 
Planning Department staff will act on your behalf to obtain the addresses and mail the appropriate 
notifications. Staff time and expenses (stamps, etc.) will be billed against your account. 

0 Check this box iJyou would like to e-lect to obtain the addresses of all applicable proximate property 
ownttS. To obtain tlte appropriate list please contact th;? lt'.lyo County Assessor's office, :ind pay their 
associated fees.. Then provide the Planning Department with addressed and stamped envelopes and the 
following infonnation to demonstrate that you have properly obtained the addresses: 

• The County assessor map(s) or GIS maps covering your project site with the 300' or 1,500' 
SUITounding area outlined, as obtained from the latest Assessor's tax roll. 

• The list of Assessor Parcel Nmnbers, property owners, and addresses for all properties within 300' or 
1,500', as applicable, as obtained from the latest Assessor's tax roll. 

• Letter sized envelopes with fust class postage affix:ed and addressed to ea.ch owner. 

• This form signed and dated at t:he bottom. 

T bereby certify that the attached infonnatioo contains all of t:he assessor parce 1 nmnbers from the bttest 
Assessor's tax roll under prepanmon of all the properties with the area described on the attached maps and 
within a distance of three hundred (300) feet or one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet, as applicable, from all 
exterior boundaries of the project property. 

I -~::;:a, t:he foregoing is true and correct. 

Date 

Rev, 7/2021 



Attachment D 
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Street 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Processing Fee Agreement 

Date: August 3, 2026 (StaffUse) Project#: 

General Information 

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, U.C 

Phone: (780) 878-0263 
FAX: (760) 872-Z712 

E-Mail: inyoplanning@ 
inyocounty.us 

Property Ovvner Name: lncerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%) 

Project Address: Approx 2 n.les sou1h of the Community of Olancha, and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Rd 

APN: 33-200-01 Permit Type: MlrtrAmerunem m 8)(1911ng CUP/REC Plan 

Party Responsible for Payment of Fees (check): ~Applicant 0Pmperty Owner 

Basis of Fees 

By County ordinance, Planning Department Processing Fees recover the costs of processing applications. 
These costs include personnel and overhead costs, as well as the cost of materials necessary to process the 
application. The deposit you pay is an estimate of the cost of processing the application and may not cover 
the entice cost for which you will ultimately be responsible. 

Your irutial deposit amount of$ 2,260.00 (see attached)will be applied toward processing your 
appUcation(s). Interest does not accrue on this deposit. Monthly with.dra:w.als awiirurt this deposit will be 
made based on the costs incurred in processing your applicati"on(s). Statements will be serrt to you each month 
documenting the draws agaiost your deposit. lftbe deposn: reaches a balance of$400.00 or less you will be 
asked to make a subsequent deposit. You wm be expected to deposit these additional fees within 30 dnys of a 
request: for additional funds. If there is a balance remaining after reconciling the final bill, a refimd check wil I 
be mailed to you within 45 days of the final closure of the project. 

1n order to implement the cost recovery provisions, please sign this statement indicating your agreement to the 
cost recovery procedure. This signed agreement is required for you application( s) to be accepted for 
process-ing. Tf you have questions regarding your application(s)~ or the billing status of your application(s), 
contact the Joyo County Planning Department at (760) 878-0263, and provide your project name and/or 
projed number. 

Agreement 

I. the undersigned, agree to pay the Inyo County Planning Department Processing Fee, which consists of the 
costs, as described above, incurred by Inyo County in processing this application. Such payment will be made 
to the Inyo County Planning Department, P.O. Drawer L, Tndependence, CA 93526. I understand and agree 
that processing ofmy application wilJ be suspended pending receipt by the Planning Department of all 
requested deposits. In the event of default of my obligations, I agree to pay al I costs and expenses incmred by 
Inyo County in securing perfonnance of this obligation, including !he cost of reasonable attomeys' fees. 

Signature 
Thomas A. Hrubik 

Name of Responsible Party Dare 

Rev. 7/2021 



Attachment D 
Inyo County Planning Department 
168 North Edwards Streat 
Post Office Drawer L 
Independence, California 93526 

Surface Mining Aedamatlan Plan Application 

Date: August 3, 2026 I (Staff Use) RP#: 

Project Mine Name: GLOBAL PUMICE. LLC 

Phone: (760) 878-0263 
FAX: (761>) ffl-2712 

E-Mail: i~plannlng@ 
inyaeounty.us 

Toe exiSIIA!I Ar;Jer.aea CUP PetTTrit 93-5 ancl Amended REC Plan Pemut 93--5 W!lffl approved on July 22. 1996, to expand ttJe mining 
motp!int from the ortgi11a1 perm11ted S2 acres to 75 acres The mrne !re was 10 elCl)lre afier 1 o years. Global Pllmlr.e pU!Chased lhe mining 
operalicn In October .2013 and corrtll'IU8S to operare withlri !he amerided 811d appro..ea 75 acre rootpnnt w this dale Glollal Pumiee desires 
IC conrmue mining wilfiln tna existing approved 7 5 a.era !OO!j)rint tor an add100 na1 7 years, oowaver, to ,e..purpose and 1.1hlizo the preylc,us 
designa!'ed 'waste pu111lce fines"' as approYed pamice J)l'OQJCIS ftJf Mure sales. This Minor Arr:en<1mern will not ellpillld lhe e1U51ing mining 
loatprint and an mining ac-JvitJes under lhi!i Mf!'IOI' Amendment wBI stay within the a~ ex~ng mining bolK!daries. 

Glol)af Purr.ir:e 111 rnq11;rea 10 moot tho radamatkm requirem11nta U(Jt/er tt;e e,usung CUP/REC plan iataOng approx1maIe1v 54 8ClU6 of 
di5'urtled minlr,g area wnicn is adckeSSe(I in tl'\is new ir.lnor emendme~t reqi.esl !o bring tt11s rec1amauoo requJremeot !nlo compliance. 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY 13L.OBAL PUMICE TO DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST 
FOR THE NEW MJNOl'i AMENDMENT TO Tl-IE EXISTING CUPIHEC PL.ANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMAllON 
REOIJIREMENTS 

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE. LLC 

Street Address: 1 ~ -,~~ v_~!le~ Rd! ~~ite_ ~ 

City; Apple Valtey 
Phone: 760-559-3280 

State: CA Zip:. 92307 

Alternate Phone: 760-25~_9:332 

e-mail: thrubik@globalpumice.com 

Landowner Name: lncerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%) 

Street Address; 1 006 Claremont Rd 

City: Santa Barbara 

Phone,: 805-886-1598 

e-mail: e~kathleen~@}gmail.com 

State: CA 

Alternate Phone: 

Zip: 92307 

Operator Name: Global Pumice, LLC 

streetAd~ss: 19968 Bear Valley Rd:; Suite B . 

City: Apple Valley 

Phone: 760-559-3280 

e-mail: thrubik@globalpumice.com 

State: CA Zip; 92307 

Alternate Phone: 760-250-9332 

Rev. 312018 



Surface Mining Reclamation Plaat.tApPtientlbn 

I Mine Name: §!_o~~l. Pumice, L~~ 

Application Type 

0 New Reclamation Plan Application 

G?] Amendment to Eid sting Reclamation Plan 

Previous Reclamation Plan #('s): 93-4 

Previous Conditional Use Permit #(s): 93-5 

Additional Pennicy ReouiTed. pn,ces5 to obtain may occur concurrentlv_ 
Prnjects on PtivaJe lal'Jd Require a Canditional Use Permit from lite County. 
Projects on Public Land Require a Plan af Op€ra1.ion appmved by the Landholder (J)LJ,,f or USFS) 

Location of Mine 

lal j The Mine is on Private Property (Patented Land) 

0 The Mine is on Public Land 

Landowner: □ BLM □ USFS □ LADWP 

Nearest Community to Mine: Olancha, CA 

Assessor's Parcel Number. 33-200--01 

Section(s): Section 1 Township(s): 20S Range(s): 37E 

Latitude: 36 degrees, 14 minutes Longitude: 117 degrees, 55 minutes 

Mine lnfonnation 

TypeofMine: [!?JOpen Pit osubsurfacc Mjne □Exploration 

O Milling/Processing D Other 

Minerals to be mined: pumice 
••• • - • r •• -

Annual Production: Ore: 100,000 TN 

Estimated Life of Mine: 7 years 

Mine is Operated: 

Mine Operation is: 

1111 C.Ontinuously 

□New Site 

Maximum Yearly Production:: 100 000 
' 

Estimated Nwnber of employees: 5 to 7 
... - - - - . 

Shifts per day:: 1 - 8-1 0 hrs/day . . 
Highest Elevation: 4,580 feet 

Maximum depth: 60 feet 

Waste: 

O Intermittently 

j al I In Operation 

-Waste: 

Total: 100,000 

O Seasonally 

O Inactive/Abandoned: 

Ore: 100,000 

Overall Slope Angle: 5 de9raos Road width: 201t bet'med 

Maximum. Slope Angle: 75 Road Length: .5 mile 

·- l 



Surface Mi~ing Reclar:na~Ol'.I PlalttAppj~~.n 
Maximum Length: 2,460 feet Maximum widrh:1900 ft Road Grade: 1-3 % 

Bench Height: 30 feet Bench Width: 20 feet 

Reclamation 

Describe End Use of Mine Site: __ 2P.~.!:1. ~pace 

Maximum Slopes upon Reclamation: 3 :1 

J Revegetation Density Percentage Req_uired: Species Diversity Percentage: 



Attachment D 

Reclamation Plan Content 

Checklist 
The Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) reviews reclamation plans for compliance and completeness 
purauant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 2772.1(b)(1). When submitting a reclamation plan to DMR, 
the lead agency must certify that the reclamation plan is a complete submission and is in compliance with 
SMARA and associated regulations and the lead agency's mining ordinance pursuant to PRC 2TT2.1 {a)(3) 
(A-E). Additionally, ptJrsuant to PRC 2772.1{a)(2), informaiion prepared as part of a permit application or 
environmental document (pursuant to CEQA) shall be incorporated into the reclamation plan if it is used to 
satisfy the requirements af SMARA and associated regulations. These items shall be properly indexed in a 
Required Contents Chart and inciuded in an appendix to the reclamation plan. 

This checklist may assist operators and lead agencies when preparing and reviewing draft proposed 
reclamation plans and reclamation plan amendments in detemiining if they meet the minimum content 
requirements of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) and associated regulations {see 
box below for sections relevant to reclamation plans) . 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 
Public Resources Code (PRC) 

Division 2. Geology, Mines and Mining 
Chapter 9. Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 

Section 2710 et seq. 

This portion incfudes requirements for reclamatioo plans, 

Associated Regulations 
California Code of Regulations (CCR) 

TrHe 14. Natural Resources 
Division 2. Department of Conservation 

Chapter 8. Mining and Geology 
Subchapter 1. State Mining and Geology Board 

Article 1. Surface Mining and Reclamation Practice. Commencing with Section 3500 

This portion incfudes minimum accaptable mining and rwlamaoon practices for sudaGe mining operations. 

Articie 9. Reclamation Standards. Commencing with Section 3700 

This porooo incfudes performance stBndaids, which may apply to surface mining operations pursuant to CCR Section 3700. 

The checklist is divided into seven topical areas: General Considerations, Geology and Geotechnical, 
Hydrology and Wat.er Quality, Sensitive Species and Habitat, Topsoil, Revegetation, and Agriculture. To use 
the checklist, place a checkmark next to items that have been addressed by the reclamation plan or leave it 
blank if the reclamation plan is deficient. Alternatively, write NIA if the item is not applicable to the specific 
surface mining operation being reviewed. 

Disclaimer: This checklist, prepared by OMR, paraphrases portions of SMARA and associated regulations that 
address the content of reclamation plans and plan amendments. DMR staff uses this checklist internally in 
performing our review of reciamation pJans. However, use of this checklist is not required and it is provided 
only as a helpful tool. DMR always recommends consulting the full text of SMARA and associated regulations, 
available at the link below. Additionally, completion af this checklist does not guarantee completeness or 
compliance of the reclamation plan pursuant to PRC Section 2772.1 (b)(1) . Analysis of completeness and 
compliance requires thorough review of each specific project. 

http://www. conservation .ca .gov/index/Pages/lawsreqs. asgx 

Redarmrtton Plan Content Cneao.rist- Page 1 or 6 Revised April 9, 2016 



Attachment D 

Mine Name~ 
End Use: 

Checklist Com leted__py~ 
Date: 

Authority 

PRC zn2(b) 

PRC 
2772(c){1) 

PRC 
2m(c)(2) 

PRC 
2772{c)(3) 

PRC 
2772(C)(4) 

PRC 
2772(c)(5) 
(A-F) 

PRC 
2772(c)(6) 

PRC 
2TT2(c)(7} 

PRC 
2n2ccH9) 

PRC 
2772(c)(10) 

PRC 2776(1>­
c) 

CCR 
J502(b)(2) 

CCR3709{a) 

CCR 3709(b) 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Requirements/Practices/Standards 

Required contents chart: 
A chart identifying the location (e.g. page number. chapter, appendix, or other location in lhe 
redamation plan) of content that meets the requirements of PRC Sections 2772, 2773, 2773.3 
and CCR Articles 1 and 9 (as delineated ln this checklistl . 

. Contact information: 
Name and address of the surface mining operator and any person designated by the operator as 
an aoent for service of process (must reside in CA). 
Material quantity and type: 

• The anticipated total quantity and type of minerals to be mined (see Annual Report Instructions, 
Exhibit B for mineral tvoes and units of measure). 
Oates: 
The initiation and termination dates of mining (be as specific as possible, e.g. December 31, 

• 2030). 
. Depth of mining: 

The maximum anticioated depth of the surface minina operation. 
Reclamation plan maps shall include: 
Size and leg~!-~~.£".~-"-o_f _ lands affec_~s!. by surfa~ rr:,ining op_~~i:!_s~ 
Names and addresses of owners of all surface interests and mineral interests; 

-~~p_~Jtn~~ .. &:e~acks. and ~~J~la~_ti9.n __ pl~-n boUr]d~'}'~;~ __ • --------- -·-
_E,?(!Stin~nd fi~~I !.C?P..99.raphy ~~- contour lin~.at aP.P.r01?!'.§.I!~ inte~I~;_ . __ --· 
Det~iled g~«;ilQ9i.~ ~~riptio!!_ ~f lhe area of the surface_ !'!ll!"!ing o~ration; __ . .. . . .. . ___ . 
Locations of railroads, utility features, and roads (access roads, temporary roads to be 
recl~imed, -~~~ ~IJY!~QS _ f~mai!"ling f(?r_~e-~d .~~}. ___ . ... _ _ ____ .. 
All maps, diagrams, or calculations that are required to be prepared by a California-licensed 
orofessional shall include the preparers name, license number, sianature & seal. 
Mining methcxl and schedule: 
A description of the mining methods and a time schedule that provides for completion of mining 
on each senment so that reclamation can be concurrent or chased. 
Subsequent i.Jse(s): 
A ~_ri_P.tio1:LQ!11)~ P..r<?.eq:;:e_9_ ~ubsequeri.t~~~§>) _an_~_ ~~.@!!.'~.!!Qfl. _ _ _ ..... __ __ 

• Evidence that all landowners have been notified of the orooosed use. 
Impact on future mining'. 
A statement reaardioo the imoactof reclamation on future miniM on the site . 

. Signed statement 
Statement signed by the operatoc accepting responsibility for reclamation of the mined lands per 
the reclamation plan. 
Pre-SMARA areas: 
Reclamation plans shall apply to operations conducted after January 1, 1976 or to be conducted 
in the future. Mined lands disturbed prior to January 1, 1976 ancl not disturbed after that date 
may be excluded from the reclamation clan. 
Public health and safety: 
A description of how any potential public health and safety concerns that may arise due to 
exoosure of the public to the site will be addressed . 

. Equipment storage and waste disposal: 
-~!9~~~~-_are~ for equigmeri~ ~t'?_ra~_ ~l]_d sh~ ?~ .. l'!!~.P; ____ __ . ·- ·- -- . __ 

AU waste shall be disDosed of in accordance with state and local health and safetv ordinances. 
Structures and eouipment removed: 

Reclamation Plan Contem Checklist - Page 2 ar 5 Revised April 9, 2018 

✓ 
or 

NIA 

.. --



CCR 3713(a) 

CCR 3713(D) 

Authority 

PRC 
2n2(c)(5) 

PRC2773.3 

CCR 
3502 b 4 

CCR 
3502(b)(3} 

CCR 3704.1 

CCR 3704(a) 

Authority 

PRC 2770.5 

PRC 
2n2(c)(8}{A) 
PRC 
2n2cc)f8>(B> 

PRC 2773(a) 

CCR 
3502(b)l6) 
CCR 
3503(a}(2} 

Attachment D 
Structures and equipment should be dismantled and removed at dosure, except as 

, demonstrated to be necessarv for the orooosed end use. 
' Well closures: 

Drill holes, water wells, monitoring wells will be completed or abandoned in accordance with 
laws unless demonstrated n~ - y fbr the prooosed end use. 

, Underground openings: 
. Any portals, shafts, tunnels, or openings will be gated or protected from public entry, and to 

presE!fVe access for wildlife (e.Q. bats). 

GEOLOGY AND GEOTECHNICAL 

Requirements/Practices/Standards 

tf a metallic mine is located on, or within one mile of, any nNative American sacred srte• and is 
loc::ated in an "area of special concern, " the reclamation plan shall require that all excavations 
and/or excess materials be backfilled and graded to achieve the approxima1e original contours of 

. the mined lands nor to minin . 
The source and disposition of fill materials ijSed for backfilling or grading shall be considere<f in 
the reclamation Ian. 
The designed steepness and treatment of final slopes must consider the physical properties of 

__ sl~R~ materials., m!iXimUrf! .. ~a~~ .90~te~!, __ ~d !andsc.apin9..:.... ___ . _____ .. . . ___ _ 
The reclamation plan shall specify slope angles flatter than the critical gradient for the type of 

✓ 
Of 

N/A 

~.!!!_aj~ct~~: __ --- , ... - - .. --- . . . - . ------·----
When final slo a roach the critical radient. a Slo e Stabir Anal sis will be r uired. 

For urban use, fill shall be compacted in accordance with Uniform Building Code, local grading 
ordinance, or other methods a ved b the lead en . 

Fina! reclamation fill slopes shall not exceed 2:1 (H:V). except when allowed by site-specific 
engineering analysis, and the proposed final slope can be successfully revegetated. See also 
Section 3502 h 3 . 

Final cut slopes must have a minimum slope stability factor of safety that is suitable for the end 
use and conforms with the surroundin to ra h or end use. 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Requirements/Practices/Standards 

For operations within the 1 DO-year flood plain (defined by FEMA} and within one mile up- or 
downstream of a state highway bridge, Caltrans must be notified and provided a 45--day review 
oeriod by the lead agency. 
Description of the manner in which contaminants will be controlled and mine waste will be 

• disoosed. 
The reclamation plan shall include a description of the manner in which stream banks/beds will 
be rehabilitated to minimize erosion and sedimentation. -
The reclamation plan shall establish site-specific sediment and erosion control criteria for 
monitorinQ com0riance with the 1'8Clamation plan. 

: 
Temporary stream and watershed diverstons shall be detailed in the reclamation plan. 

Stockpiles of overburden and minerals shalt be managed to minimize water and wind erosion. 

✓ 
or 

NIA 

Reclarm,uon Plan COute.t1t Chadd~- Page 3 of 6 Revised April 9, 2018 



Attachment D 
CCR 

. Operations shall be conducted to substantially p19vent sirtation of groundwater recharge areas. 3503(b)(2) 
CCR Erosion control facilities shall be constructed and main1ained where necessary to control 
3503(a){3) erosion. 
CCR 

Settling ponds shall be constructed where they will provide a significant benefit to water quality. 3503{b}(1) 

CCR 3503(d} Disposal of mine waste and overburden shall be stable and shall not restrict narural drainage 
'. witflout suitable orovisions for diversion. 
, Grading and revegetation snatl be designed to minimize erosion and convey surface runoff to 

CCR 3503(e) ... ~i!t_l;!_~ I drain age courses_.9.r _i,~t~rior_ ~8:Sirl§: 
•-•w~-- • • • 

Soillwav orotection shall be designed to orevent erosion. 

CCR 3706(a) . Surface mining and reclamation activities sllall be conducted to protect on-site and downstream 
beneficial uses of water. 

CCR 3706{b) Water quality, recharge potential, and groundwater storage that is accessed by others shall not 
be diminished. 
Erosion and sedimentation shall be controlled during all phases of construction, operation, 

CCR 3706(c) reciamation, and closure of surface mining operations to minimize siltation of lakes and water 
courses as oer RWQCB/SWRCB. 

CCR 3706{d) _SJJ!(_~~ _ru_n~ and_qra iD.o.9-~. shall _b~ ~n_tr.2.l!ed to _pf~t~ s~rrg~rtding_~_l)_d a11~ .¥'~ ,res:Q.urces. 
~ .. ·-· ·-~ 

Erosion control methods shall be desicmed for not less than 20 vear/1 hour intensity storm event. 

CCR 3706{e) , Impacted drainages shall not cause increased erosion or sedimenlation. Mitigation alternatives 
shall be prooosed in the reclamation olan. 

CCR : Stream diversions shall be constructed 1n accordance with the Lake and Streambed Alteration 
3706(f)(j) Aareement (LSMJ between the ooerator and the Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
CCR Stream diversions shall also be constructed in accordance with Federal Clean Water Act and the 
3706(f)(2l Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899. 
CCR 3706{Cl) All temoorarv stream diversions shall eventuallv be removed and the affected land reclaimed. 

CCR 3710(a) Surface and groundwater shall be protected from siltation and pollutants in accordance with the 
Porter-Coloane Act. the Federal Clean Water Act and RWOCB/SWRCB requirements. 
In-stream mining shall be conducted in accordance with Section 1600 et seq. of the California 

CCR 3710(b) Fish and Game Code., Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and Section 1 O of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1899. 
In-stream mining shall be regulated to prevent impacts to structuras, habitats, riparian 

CCR 3710(c) vegeta~i_on, grour:i..ctwater levels, a.J?.d _t>anks._ .... 
_, ·-----~ ·· .•. •• - - ·---· ---. ' -

In-stream channel elevations and bank erosion shall be evaluated annually using extraction 
Quantities cross-sections, and aerial phOtos. 
Mine waste and tailings and mine waste disposal units are governed by SWRCB waste disposal 

CCR 3712 regulations and shall be reclaimed 1n accordance with this article: CCR Article 1. Surface Mining 
and Reclamation Practice. Section 3500 et seq. 

SENSITIVE SPECIES AND HABITAT 

Authority Requirements/Practices/Standards 
✓ 
or 

NIA 

CCR A description of the environmental setting (identify sensitive species, wildlife habitat, sensitive 

3502(b)(1} ...!l~~~l.,~q~m!;l_i:i~~~. _e,g. ~tJands). - .. - -- -----~-·· • -- . .. 
lmoacts of reciamation on surrounding land uses. 

CCR 3503(cl Fish and wildlife habitat shall be protected by all reasonable measures. 

CCR 3703(a) Sensitive species shall be conserved or mitigated as prescribed by the federal and California 
Endan'1ered - Acts. 

CCR 3703(b) Wildlife habitat shall be established on disturbed land at least as good as pre-project, unless end 
use precludes its use as wildlife habitat 

CCR 3703(c} Wetlands shall be avoided or mitiaated at 1:1 minimum for both acreaae and habitat value. 
CCR 3704(a) : Piles or dumps shall not be olaced in wetlands without mitication. 

CCR 3710(d) ltH.tream mining shall not ca1.19e fish to be trapped in pools or off-channel pits, or restrict 
miaratorv or soawninq activities. 

Reciamalion Plan Coman! ChecUst-Page 4 of6 Revlaed April 9, 2018 



Authority 

CCR 
3503(a)(1l 

CCR 3503{f) 

CCR 3704(c) 

CCR 3705(e) 

CCR 3711(a) 

CCR 3711(b) 

CCR 3711(c) 

CCR 3711(d} 

CCR 3711(e) 

Authority 

PRC 2773(a) 

CCR 3503(g) 

CCR 3705(a) 

CCR 3705(b) 

CCR 3705(c) 

CCR 370 d 

CCR 3705{f) 

CCR 3705(g) 

Attachment D 

TOPSOIL 

RequirementsJPractices/Standards 
✓ 
or 

• NIA 

Removal of vegelation and O'lerburoen preceding mining shall be kept to a minimum. 

• When the reclamation plan calls for resoiling . mine waste shall be leveled and covered with a 
l~y~r:_s,f fin~ -~!~rial. A soil _l~y~r. srya/1 then be ~~_ced on this _prep~red _s!'.r:fa~...:... _____ . . ·-
The use of soil conditioners. mulches, or imported topsoil shall be considered where such 

; measures anaear necessarv. 
Mine waste shaH be stockpiled to facilitate phased reclamation and kept separate from topsoil or 
other arowth media. 

: If son is altered or other than native topsoi I, soil analysis is required. Add fertilizers or soil 
amendments if necessary. 

~ All_~.h@.9~.b~ ~O~!I sl]~!I ~~-~mo~_as_a_separa~e ~~):'~----- .. - · 
Toosoil and veoetation removal should not precede mininQ bv more than one.year. 

- -- .. ~ -· -· · 

; Topsoil resources shall be mapped prior to stripping and location of topsoi I stockpiles shOwn on 
, ]Tl~P inci_uded in lt!fJ ~~rr!a~L~[l_P.@.'::!~.- . --- ··-•·- ~ - . 
• T~il and other growth media shall be maintained in separate· stockpiles. - ..... .__...... -•---... -~ ... ~- -•----.. - --~· -·· .. . . -- .. - - .. -~ 

Test plots may be required to determine the suitability of growth media for revegetation 
• OIJIDOSP-S. 

Soil salvage operations and phases of reclamation shall be set forth in the reclamation plan to 
minimize the area disturbed and to achieve maximum reveoetation success. 
Topsoil and growth media shall be used to phase reclamation as soon as can be accommodated 

_ foliOWing the mjning of an Bf~~-'·-- . . -- .. . . - -· ··-
T'?E§Oil stock[>i_~ _ s_hall not be ~!S~"Pe<:I.J!ll.~.1 .. _l_l~~e<i tiii- reC~?~o,:,:_ •. . . _ , . 

' • Topsoil stockpiles ~h~JI _p_~ cle~i:tY id_entified .. _ . -~ __ ----·· .. 
Topsoil shall be planted with vegetation or otherwise protected to prevenfero-sion ·and 

-~ ·-- --

discOurage weeds. 
Topsoil shall be redistributed in a manner resulting in a stable, uniform thickness consistent with 
the end use 

REVEGETATION 

Requirements/Practices/Standards 

• The reclamation plan shall be specific to the property and shall establish site-specific criteria for 
evaluatin com liance with the reclamation Ian with res ect to rev etation. 
Available research regarding revegetation methods and selection of species given the 
t o ra h resoilin characteristics and climate of the mined areas shall be used. 

'✓ 
or 

' NIA 

Baseline studies shall be conducted prior to mining activities to document vegetative cover, 
density, and species richness. 

-v-·etativ8 roVef sttall oe siniTI8r to-SUmUTldiii h8b1tats-and -sE!tt-sUStainii,~. pa •• -- • - ----- - - - ~ -

Test plots shall be conducted simultaneously with mining to ensure successful implementation of 
the ro sed rev etation Ian. 
Decompaction methods, such as ripping and disking, shall be used in areas to be revegetated to 
establish a suitable root zone for ntin . 
Roads shall be stri ed of roadbase materials resolled, and rev tated, unless exem ted. 
Temporary access shall not disrupt the soil surface on arid lands except where necessary for 
safe ac.cess, Barriers shall be installed to kee unauthorized vehicles out. 

• U~~! ~~ p_l?nt ~~cies ~~ n~.!!~!1~ti.y_e spec~ l!l.eet the. ~mi u~)- . ___ ~-· __ 
Areas to be developed for industrial, oommercial, or residential shalt be revegetated for the 
interim oeriod to control erosion. 
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CCR 3705(j) 

CCR 3705(k) 

CCR 3705(1) 

CCR3705{m) 

Authority 

CCR 3707(c) 

CCR 3707(d) 

CCR 3708 

Attachment D 
If irrigation is used, demonstrate that revegetation has been self-sustaining without irrigation for 

, two years prior to the release of financial assurance. 
• Noxious weeds shall be monitored and manaaed. 

Plant protection measures such as fencing and caging shall be used where needed for 
revegetation success. Protection measures shall be maintained unlil revegetation etrons are 
successfully comoleted and lhe lead agency authorizes removal. 

' Quantitative success standards for vegetative cover. density, and species richness shall be 
_incf_ud~d [n ~e reclamation plan_. ___ . __ -·· 
Monitoring to occur until success standards have been achieved. ~---- -

-· .... ·- ·-

Sampling techniques for measuring success $hall be specified. Sample size must be sufficient to • 
orovide at least an 80 percent statistical confidence level. 

AGRICULTURE 

Requirements/Practices/Standards 
✓ 
or 

NIA 

• Where the end use will be agriculture. prime agricultural land shall be returned to a fertrlity level 
s • red in the reclamation Ian. 

Post reclamation productivity rates for prime agricultural land must be equal to pre-project 
condition or to a similar site for two consecutive years. ____ --· _ _ _ _ .. ----·--
Productivi rates.shall tie s-·ecified in the reclamation . Ian. 
If fertilizers and ameridments are applied, they shall not cause contamination of surface or 
roundwater. 

For sites where the end use is to be agricultural, non-prime agricultural land must be reclaimed 
to be ca bre of sustainin economical! viable crops common to the area. 
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Surface Mining Reclamation Pl~afion 

[ Mine Name: .Gl9b_al_ P~mic:e,. _LL~ 

Other Permits Mine Permits often require appro\JQl.s.fro,n. other agen.c:les.. listed are some ojlho? mos/ c.ommQ11 

a~ies that may FBqUire their own pennim,ig. Please conllicl these agencias if yoll t/ii,ik tliere 
is a remote puss.ibility that some sorl Q[ apprai,al or permit will be. required from tfiem. CJrecJc 
all agerrcie.'1' that will he issuing a pumit /01· 1ht.., mining project. 

It! j Great Basin Unified Air PoHution Control District 8 Lahontan Regional Water Control Board 

D Califumia Occupational Safety & Health Admin U.S. forest Service 

D Califuruia. Department of Fish and Wildlife D Bureau of Land Management 

D Inyo County Building and Safety Department D Inyo County Road Department 

D Inyo County Environmental Health Department D Other 

D Mining Safety and Health Administration 

Reclamation Plan 

Per Public Resource Code 2772.l(a)(l), a Reclamation Plan needs to be submitted with this application. 
Attached to this application is a checklist provided by the State of California, Department of Conservation, 
Division of Mme Reclamation. l◄or this applicatioo to be deemed complete and processed by the Inyo County 
Planning Departmeru all applicable items on this checklist must be addressed in the Reclamation Plan. 

Pleas~ -provide 2 stapled or bound copies of the Reclamation Plan,. 5 copies of any accompanying plans or 
maps, and a PDF formaltcd digital copy of1.he Reclamation Plan and any plans onnaps. 

Note that per Section 2772(F) of the California Public Reso1.1n:es Code: "All maps, diagrams, or calculations 
that require preparation in accordance with the Professional Engineers acl., The Geologist and Geophysicist 
Act or the Professional Land SUIVeyor's Act shall be prepared by a Calif orn.ia-iicem~ed professionaJ, shall 
include his or hcr license numb cc and name and shall bear the signature and seal of the licensee." 

Financial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE) 
Per Public:: Resource Code 277'3.4(a). a Financial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE) needs to be submitted with 
!his appli.cation. Atiached to this application is the prescribed form for t.ie FACE prcparec. by th~ State of 
California, Dcpartm~nt of Conservation, Di vision of Mine Reclamation, as well as the inslnlctioru for the 
FACE. The FACE should be a forward looking document, estimating the maximum amount of disturbance l2 
months from the commencement of operations.. FACE's for ameadmeTits to existing Redamation Plans need 
fo include all areas already disturbed in addition to areas projected to be disturbed within 12 months of the 
approval of the amendec. Reclamation Plan. 

Financial Assurance Mechanism (FAM) 

Per Public Resource Code 2773.4(e)(l), a 1'-tnancial J\ssunmce Mechanism {FAM) needs to be submitted (or 
an existing FAM amended aod submitted) to fnyo County upo:i. approval of the Reclamation Plan and the 
FACE and prior to commencement of any mining operations. For non.governmental eutiry operalors the FAM 
shall be a surety bond, an irrevocable letter o[ credit, or a trust fund (typically in the fonn of a certificat.e of 
deposit). For governmental entity operators the FAM shall be any of the above, plus pledges of revenue and 
budget set asides. Beneficiaries of the FAM should be Inyo County, as Lead Agency, the State of California, 
Department of Conservation. and, if public land, the landowner- (BLM or USFS). 

Rev. 312018 



Surface Mining Reclamation Plafit~ifon 

j Mine Name: Global Pumice, LLC. _ 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Reclamation Plan approval is a discrelionary approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission. and as such, 
is subject to the California Environrnenral Quality Act (CEQA). Inyo County will be prcparnJI! the 
appropriate environmental documcors for the project. The :applicant shall fully fill out the Environmental 
htformation Form that is included with the general Inyo County Planning Department Permit Application, as 
this. information will be used as a starting point for the environmental review. Additionally, the applicant 
should consider getting a biologi.cal and/or cultw'al study done for the project area, as these are two of the 
major areas of concern for projects in Inyo County, and obtaining these studies, prepared. by licensed 
professionals and experts in the field, can greatly expedite the environment.al portion of the pemtit process. 

Hold Harm.less Clause 

By signing this application the applicant/property owner agrees to defend, indemnify, and bold the County 
harmless frow. any c1a.im., action • or proceeding arising from this application or brought to attack. set aside, 
void or amml the Coumy's approval of this application, and any environmental review associa.Led with the 
proposed project. 

Property Owner!Mineral Rights Owner Consent 

I certify tha1 I am the owner of the property or owner of mineral rigbls ciaims at the projccl site, or am the 
trustee for a trust that owns the property or mineral right claims, or an autlwrized officer for a legal entity that 
owns the property or mineral rights clai..rm and that I consent to the submission of this application. 

Note dwt if !he project i.s on private land, the Owner or appiicanr 3hall provide the Cou,uy a preliminary tide 
repon prepared by a title company dated within. JO-days of submission of this applicati.on, CJr if the project~ on 
public lands, all mineral rigl,Js claims need to be li:Jted wiJJiin the Reclamation PlClll. 

Name: Kathleen Ely 

Title: Owner 

Applicant Certification 

Date: 

Signature: 

I hereby attest that the information cotll.aincd in this application and any attachments is correct to the best of 
my knowledge. 

Note that ifzhe applicant is other than the property owner or ow11er of the mineral righls claims. the applicant must 
be named ~ W1 Aur/torized A_~t on the Consent of Property Owner and Designaiion of A.11.thorized Agenr form 
thal is included with the l,ryo County PlaWfiJtg Department A.pplicatiml.. 

Name: Thomas A. Hrubik 

Company: Global Pumice, LLC 

Tille: President 

License# 

Rev. 312018 

] 
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APPLICATION FOR MINOR AMENDMENT 

Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 

and 

Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 

Global Pumice, LLC 
Industrial Mineral Mine 

Olancha, Inyo CoWlty, California 

Prepared for 
Inyo County Planning Department 

August2026 

1. PURPOSE OF THIS APPLICATION 

This applicati<ln requests a Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and 
the corresponding Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 for the Global Pumice, LLC 
Industrial Mineral Operation near Olancba, California. It supplements--and does not replace-­
the County's existing approvals. Except as specifically modified herein, the findings. analyses, 
Conditions of Approval, and reclamation objectives of the previously approved CUP and 
Reclamatio.n Plan remain in effect 

The amenchncnt requests a limited seven-year extension of the approved mine life to allow 
continued recovery of industrial mineral resources within the existing 7.5-acre approved 
operational footprint, including beneficial recovery and re-purposing of the Historical Industrial 
Mineral Inventory into additional approved products. It also updates the timing of reclamation 
activities and continues Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Fugitive Dust Management. 

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Global Pumice, LLC requests approval of a Minor Amendment that does not expand the existing 
75-acre approved operational footprint. The amendment consists of: 

• A seven~year extension of the approved mine life. 

Page 1 of8 
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• Recovery of approximately 1,000,000 tons of Historically Stockpiled Pumice Fines (the 
"Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory") located within the approximately 54-acre 
Historical Fines Stockpile Area. 

• Authorization of additional industrial mineral products, including Natural Po7ZOlan, 
[ndustrial Absorbent Products, Floor Sweep Products, and Environmental Cleanup 
Absorbents. 

• A Minor Amendment to the Reclamation Plan coordinating Progres.sive Reclamation 
with resource reco'Very. 

• Continued implementation of Best Management Practices and comprehensive Fugitive 
Dust Management. 

When the existing CUP and Reclamation Plan were approved. the Historical Industrial Mineral 
Inventory bad limited commercial markets and was expected to remain on-site until final 
reclamation. Since that time, substantial new markets have developed for natural pozzolan used 
in low-carbon concrete. together with industrial absorben~ floor sweep products, and 
environmerrtal cleanup materials. As a result, these materi.als are now recognized as valuable 
industrial mineral resources rather than surplus stockpiles. The proposed amendment updates the 
County's existing approvals to reflect these changed market conditions by allowing beneficial 
recovery and utilization of resources already located entirely within the approved operational 
footprint This approach promotes resource conservation., reduces long-term stockpiles, improves 
long-term fugitive dust management through progressive removal of exposed fine~ and 
preserves the existing ~lamation objectives and environmental protections established under 
the current approvals. 

Conclusion and Request 
Global Pumice, LLC respectfully requests that the Inyo County Planning Commission approve 
the proposed Minor Amendments to CUP No. 93-5 and Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, the seven­
year mine-life extension, recovery of the Historical Industrial ~Iineral Inventory, the additional 
industrial mineral products, and the Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program. 
The amendment maintains the existing 75-acre operational footprint,. continues responsible 
environmental management, improves long-tenn Fugitive Dust i\,Ianagement through progressive 
removal of exposed fines, and allows complete utilization of resources already located within the 
approved mining area. This amendment represents resource conservation rather than expansion 
of mining activities. Supporting detail, consistency findings, and formal requested actions 
foJlow in the sections below. 

3. HISTORY AND EXISTING OPERATION 

3.1 History and Existing Approvals 

The Global Pumice Industrial Mineral Operation has operated under County approvals for many 
years, producing industrial mineral products for construction and industrial markets using 
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coaventional open-pit mining methods together with crushing, screening, stockpiling, and 
shipping_ These methods remain substantially unchanged. 

The operation currently operates pursuant to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and 
Amended Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 (Appendix F). Those approvals established the 7.5-acre 
operational mining footprint, mining methods., processing activities, reclamation objectives, and 
Conditions of Approval. Detailed descriptions of the original project, environmental setting, 
geology, and prior analyses are contained in the Staff Report, Notice of Decision, and supporting 
documentation previously approved by Inyo Cowity and are incorporated by reference except as 
modified by this amendment 

3.2 Existing Products, Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory, and Emerging Markets 

Historically, the operation has produced screened pumice aggregate for lightweight concrete, 
concrete masomy, construction materials, horticultural products, and other industrial 
applications. Production of these products will continue. 

The Historical industrial Mineral Inventory consists of approximately 1,000,000 tons of 
Historically Stockpiled Pumice Fines within the approximately 54-acre Historical Fines 
Stockpile Area. These materials accumulated during years of normal operations when 
commercial markets were limited. The amendment allows recovery and beneficial re-purposing 
of this inventory into additional approved products while remaining entirely within the approved 
operational footprint. 

3.3 Operational Improvements 

Although the operation remains substantially unchanged, Global Pumic~ LLC has improved 
operational efficiency and environmental management, including: 

• A recently installed 12,000-gallon water storage tank supplied by an existing off-site 
production well. 

• Two dedicated water trucks for Fugitive Dust Management. 
• Application of magnesium. chloride where appropriate to stabilize haul roads and 

disturbed areas. 
• Continued implementation of Best Management Practices throughout the operation. 

Due to the naturally high winds common to the Coso Range and upper Centennial Flat area, 
long-term management of fugitive dust remains one of1he operation's highest environmental 
priorities. While Global Pumice has invested in significant dust-control measures---including 
two dedicated water trucks, an off-site production well, a 12,000-gallon storage tank, roadway 
stabilization using magnesium chloride, and ongoing BMP implementation-the most effective 
permanent dust-<:ontroJ rneasurc is the progressive removal of the exposed Historical Industrial 
Mineral Jnventory itself. As these fine materials are recovered and beneficially utilized, the area 
of exposed wind-erodible material will be permanently reduced. resulting in a corresponding 
long~term reduction in fugitive dust emissions. 

Page 3 of8 
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4. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED AMEND1'1ENT 

The proposed CUP/Reclamation Plan Amendment consists of five principal components: 

1. Seven-year extension of the approved mine life. The extension provides sufficient time 
to recover industrial mineral resources already located within the existing approved 
operational footprint, including the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory. It does not 
authorize expansion of mining boundaries or substantially alter the character of the 
operation. 

2. Continued operation wi1hin the existing 75--acre footprint. No additional mineral 
resources outside the previously approved operational footprint are sought. 

3. Recovery of the Historical IndustriaJ Mineral Iuventory. Approximately 1,000,000 
tons of Historically Stockpiled Pumice Fines will be recovered and re-purposed. This 
represents responsible utilization of an existing resource already within the approved 
mining area. 

4. Additional approved industrial mineral products. Authorization is requested for 
Natural Pozzol~ Industrial Absorbent Products, Floor Sweep Products, and 
Environmental Cleanup Absorbents produced from the Historical Industrial Mineral 
Inventory. Conventional pumice aggregate production 'hill continue. 

5. Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. Reclamation timing and sequencing 
will be coordinated with resoun:;e recovery so that reclamation proceeds in logical phases 
as commercially recoverable material is removed, rather than waiting until all recovery is 
complete. Long-term reclamation objectives remain unchanged. 

5. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND ENVJRONMENTAL 
STEW ARDSIOP 

Global Pumice, LLC remains committed to protecting environment.al resources. Current Best 
Management Practices include: 

• Fugitive Dust Management using water application to active haul roads and work areas, 
two dedicated water trucks, water from an existing off-site production well stored in a 
12,000-gallon tank, and magnesium chloride application where appropriate to stabilize 
surfaces. 

• Vehicle speed management. stockpile management, and stormwater management. 
• Progressive Reclamation and routine operational monitoring. 

One of the most effective long~term improvements to Fugitive Dust Management is expected 
from progressive recovery and removal of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory. As these 
materials are removed, the amount of exposed fine material susceptible: to wind erosion will 
progressively decrease_ 

P11.ge4 ofS 
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5.1 Environmental Studies 

Global Pumice, LLC will retain qualified consultants to prepare: 

• Biological. Resources Assessment. 
• Air Quality/ Fugitive Dust Evaluation. 

These studies are anticipated to be submitted within approximately ninety (90) days following 
acceptance of this application, or in accordance with a schedule approved by the Inyo County 
Plamring Department Recommendations will be incorporated into Best Management Practices 
where appropriate. 

5.2 Environmental Benefrts 

The amendment supports responsible resource stewardship by allowing recovery of 
commercially recoverable material already within the approved footprint rather- than _pennanently 
reclaiming it. Benefits .include: 

• More complete utilization of existing industrial mineral resources_ 
• Progressive reduction of exposed fines, improving long-term Fugitive Dust Management. 
• Coordination of Progressive Reclamation with resource recovery, satisfying the County's 

long-term reclamation objectives while recovery proceeds. 

6. MINOR AMENDMENT TO RECLAMATION PLAN NO. 93-4 

The existing Reclamation Plan established reclamation objectives for the Historical Fines 
Stockpile Area following completion of mining, At the time of approval, stockpiled fines had 
limited commercial markets_ Current markets have changed those circwnstances. The proposed 
amendment updates the timing and sequencing of reclamation so activities may proceed in 
coordination with responsible recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory, while 
preserving the Colll1ty's previously approved long-term reclamation objectives. 

6.1 Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Prognm 

Under the Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program for the approximately 54-
acre Historical Fines StockpiJe Area, oommereially recoverable resources will be removed before 
individual portions of the stockpile area are reclaimed. As recovery progresses, reclamation v..ill 
proceed in logical phases. The purpose is not to delay reclamation, but to coordinate it with 
recovery of resources that remain within the approved operational footprint_ 

As individual portions are substantially depleted of commercially recoverable material, 
reclamation activities are anticipated to include final grading, surface stabilization. erosion 
control, preparation of growth media where appropriate, revegetation consistent with the 
amended Reclamation Plan. and monitoring of reclaimed areas. 

6.2 Conceptual P.-ograsive Reclamation Schedule 

Because reoovery rates will depend upon market demand, production schedules, weather, 
operational considerations, and recommendations from environmental studies, reclamation v.-ill 
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be implemented through a flexible phasing program rather than fixed annual acreage 
commitments. The following conceptual schedule illustrates the anticipated relationship between 
recovery and reclrunation: 

: Conceptual 1lesot.lrce 'lteto,1ery . Com:ep.taaJ Pmgresstve Reelamation 

• I • initiate recovery oflhe Historical Industrial : Begin reclamation of areas where recoverable 
.. - · ·--- : Mineral Im-entory. . marerial has been subsrantially exhm.isted. 

: 2~ Continue .recovezy aod pr~on of approved ' C.Ontinue ProgressiYt! Reclamation of completed : 
, . products in response to market demand. . recovery areas. ' 
.. - · ------ -, - ·- ·-- - ----- ------- - - - - I· ····-- ---- --.. - -----· ·-
1 7 . Complete recovery of commercially recoverable Complete final gnid.ing, stabilization, 

; resoun:~ end prepare remaining areas for Iioal : revegetation, and remaining reclamation 
rec1amatfon. : activities. 

This schedMle fs com:eptual and may vary depending upon market demand. production requiremel'TIS, weather, 
environmental srudy recommendmions, operational considerations, and direction.from Inyo County. Its jTIDpOSe is 
to de1Y101Utrate. thaJ. reclamation will be coordinaJed. wJJh-noL delayed by--resowr:e recovery. 

6.3 Environmental Management Progt-am 

The foUowing practices will continue throughout implementation of the amendment: 

• 

. 
• 
• 

• 

Fugitive Dust ManagflO.ent: Comprehensive program including watec application, two 
dedicated water trucks, off-site -well and 12,000-gallon storage tank, and magnesium 
chloride stabilization where appropriaie. 
Vehicle Speed & Stockpile Management: Continued management to reduce dust 
generation and exposed fines. 
Stormwater Management: Continued existing practices . 
Biological Resources Assessment & Air Quality/Fugitive Dust Evaluation: To be 
completed and submitted per County schedule; recommendations incorporated where 
appropriate. 
Progressive Reclamation: Coordinated with recovery of the Historical Industrial 
Mineral Inventory. 

7. CONSISTENCY WITH EXISTING COUNTY APPROVALS 

The proposed amendment remains consistent with the previously approved Conditional Use 
Permit, Reclamation Plan, and long-term planning objectives. Specifically, the amendment: 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Does not expand the approved operational footprint 
Does not establish a new mining operatiol?, or substantially change approved mining 
methods, processing facilities, or site access. 
Maintains the overall character of the existing Industrial Mineral Operation. 
Continues implemen1ation of Best Management Practices and Fugitive Dust 
Management. 
Coordinates Progressive Reclamation with resource recovery while maintaimng the 
County's long-term reclamation objectives. 

The seven-year extension provides time to recover resources already within the approved 
footprint; it does not authorize expansion. Recovery- of the Historical Industrial Mineral 
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Inventory utilizes resources that previously had limited commercial markets and remains fully 
consistent with continued operation of the existing mine. 

9. PROJECT BENEFITS 

• No expansion of the approved 75-acre operational footprint. 
• Beneficial utilization of approximately I ,000,000 tons of Historical Industrial Mineral 

lnventory. 
• Reduced long-term fugitive dust through progressive removal of exposed fines. 
• lncreased production of natural pozzolan supporting lower-carbon concrete and 

sustainable construction. 
• Continued progressive reclamation and environ.mental stewardship. 
• Preservation of existing perm.it condition.,;;; and reclamation objectives. 

9. REQUESTED ACTION AND CONCLUSION 

Based upon the information in this application, together with the previously approved Slaff 
Report, Notice of Decision, supporting technical documentation, and the Biological Resources 
Assessment, Air Quality/Fugitive Dust Evaluation, Financial Assurance documentso maps, and 
other exhibits to be submitted, Global Pumice, LLC n:spectfully requests that the Inyo Cmmty 
Planning Commission: 

l. Approve the proposed Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Pemrit No. 93-5. 
2. Approve the proposed Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93--4. 
3. Approve the requested seven-year extension of the approved mine life. 
4. Approve recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory within the existing 

approved operational footprint. 
5. Appwve the additional industrial mineral products described in this application. 
6. Approve the proposed Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program. 

Public Benefits 

Approval will continue operation of an existing lawfully permitted Industrial Mineral Operation 
within the approved footprint; allow n:covery of approximately 1,000,000 tons of Historical 
Industrial Mineral Inventory; support production of additional approved products; reduce long­
term stockpiles; improve long-term Fugitive Dust Management through progressive removal of 
exposed fines; coordinate Progressive Reclamation with resource recovery; and promote 
complete utilization of resources already located within the approved. operational footprint. 

Conclurion 

The proposed CUP/Reclamation Plan.Amend.meat does not expand the existing approved 
operational footprint or fundamentally change the character of the Industrial Mineral Operation. 
It updates the County's existing approvals to recognize changes in industrial mineral markets 
while continuing responsible operation of a long-established mine. Global Pumice, LLC 
appreciates the opportunity to present this application and loo.ks forward to continuing to work 
cooperatively with tbe Inyo County Planning Department and Planning Commission. 
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()ICJJ:,cf Pun,ice, LLC -- Minor Amendment Appliccitio11 : CUP 93-5. • REC 91-4 

APPENDIX INDEX 

The following appendices support the proposed Mi.nor Amendment: 

Appendix A - Existing Approved Site Maps 
Existing CUP Boundary Map, Reclamation Plan Boundary Map, Site Plan, Mining Area Map~ 
Processing Area Map, Stockpile Area Map, Access Road Map, Aerial Photograph, Topographic 
Map, and Assessor's Parcel Map (as appropriate). 

Appendix B - Proposed Minor Amendment Maps 
Proposed Minor Amendment Site Plan, Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory Map, 54-acre 
Historical Fines Stockpile Area, Resource Recovery Areas, Conceptual Progressive Reclamation 
Are.as, and related maps demonstrating that no expansion of the approved operational footprint is 
proposed (as appropriate). 

Appendix C - Biological Resources A.Pessment 
To be prepared by a qualified biological consult.ant (existing conditions, vegetation, wildlife 
habita1, seruitive species, recommended protection measures and BMPs). 

Appendix D - Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation 
To be prepared by a qualified air quality consultant (existing conditions, dust sources, evaluation 
of existing BMPs, wind conditions. recommended additional measures). 

Appendix E- Financial A~surance Documentation 
Updated Financial Assurance Cost Estimate, calculation worksheets. and required forms. 

Appendix F - Existing Approvals 
Copy of Approval Decision for Amended Conditional Use Pennit No. 93-5 and Amended 
Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 (approved July 22, 1998) and Planning Staff Report (July 1998). 

Page 8 of1l 



State of Califomia 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVAT~ 
OfVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION 
FAGE-1 (06/18) Page 1 of_11_ 

Attachment D 

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE COST ESTIMATE 

FOR 

GLOBAL PUMICE 

(Mine Name) 

CA Mine ID# 91- 14-0003 ---------------
OI an ch a Mine - RP ./I 93--4 

Reclamation Plan #/Name -------------

Prepared by: (Name & Affiliation}: 

Global Pumice, LLC 
PO Box. 174 
AppleValley, CA 92307 

August 3, 2026 
Date: _______ _ 

This financial assurance cost estimate prepared 
and submitted pursuant to (choose af/6): 

Q A new or amended reclamation plan 

approved on (Date): ______ _ 

@ A/I annual mine inspection performed on 

(Date): __________ _ 

Q Other; Please Specify: 

Most Recent Approved Financial Assurance Cost Estimate 

Date: August 3, 2026 

63,631 
Amount$ _____ _ 

Amount of existing Financial Assurance Mechanism(s) 

Date: 11-9-2014 

Am $ 
35,174.00 

cunt: 



State of Califomla 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
DNISION OF MINE RECLAMATION 
FACE-1 (06/18) Page 2 of_11_ 

I. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Attachment D 

This estimate represents the COSI of conducting and completing reclamation in accordance with the Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act (SMARA) and 1he following supporong documents: 

Rectamatlon Plan Approval Date and Number -----~-------------------01 an ch a Mine Site - RP fl 93-4 and CUP It 93-5 
Permits and/or Environmental Documents Approved as, or Conditioned upon, the Reclamat!on 
Plan 

NIA 

Other Agency Financial Assurances Securing Reclamation of Disturbed Lande 

NIA 

Wage Rates used in Cost Estimate* fcust estmeres am mqwrea b uss cvll'Mf 'General pre,,,siing tmge c:Jeterminations made try 
the dif!l<".!or of industrial rela!Jons' where spplicatlq {flltp:Jlwww.dir.ca.gov/OPRl...lPWC,mdex.htm! wifh llmpkJ~r fDbor surdlsrge i1dded, OT greal<]r) 

California Prevailing Wage Rates 

Equipment Rates used in Cost Estimate"' (Use cummt 'Labor SUtdJlJf!7e Bild Eqvlpment. Renwl Rates (Cosl of Equipment 
OwnerS/JipJ • equtpmenl rates published by CBl/nlns (hflp://w\yN.COl. cagov/hq/Ct'JllslflJClequipmn!.ntmt) or olher publicly tN1it/.8bJe er1d verifrabfe focal 
mies 

Caltrans labor Surcharge & Equipment Rental Rates 

Equipment Production Rates used in Cost Estimate tUsB afc:/Jf1'9f1t Ca/ef1JiflarPedbrmenr::e H8ndbo<>korequiva1,m1 
P41bksl!P.cl producticn f811Js is :equi19d) 

Caterpillar Performance Handbook 

... Many mine sites are remote pfOJecls that roq1.he hcur.. of 11-";Jwf (IO and ftom) and sometimes require additional lime lo proparo tor a11en too 
sim;,Jo.st of tasks. In aa::ordancf; with Labor Code Sections 1 m.1 and 1773 9 co,it,BCto,s 11re required lo make travel and-l:lr subsistence (per 
diem) payments to sach won<er to flll6CIII& the worl<. T'1ese BmJflgF:mer.rs c;an be quite variable and site specmc. 

Attachments: 



Stat.e of California 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
DIVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION 
FACE-1 (06/18) Page 3 of_11_ 

Attachment D 

II. Description of Current Site Conditions 
(f. e., disturbed acres, slope coodilions. excavation depths, fopsoil and overburden stociqJiles, equipment BIid faCJ1ities. 
reclamation in progress, erosion control status. raguillid corrective actions. etc.) 

Approximately 75 acres disb.Jrbed presently in Olancha Mine Site with overall slope angles - 45°, 
excavation depths - up to 70 feet. 
Overburden stockpiles - up to 40', max lengths - 800', max width - 80', No surface ponds. 
Reclamation grading activity has been continuous as part of our mining operation keeping wall 
slopes contoured 3:1 or better, thereby reducing significantly the amount of cut/fill at cessation 
of mining operations. 

We have not yet seeded the reclaimed area amounting to approximately 54 aa-es which is in 
violation of the current CUP and REC plans. The 54 acres currently consists of fine pumice 
waste material that is being re-purposed for use in other concrete product technolotgies. Global 
Pumice is currently in process of submitting a minor amendment to the current CUP and REC 
plans to: 

1 . obtain a 7 year extension to continue to mine and extract these re-purposed fines "waste" 
materials within the current approved CUP/REC plan footprint. 
2. reclaim the 54 acres of old waste pumice and additional 21 acres of disturbance with a 
phased 

Ill. Description of Anticipated Site Conditions (12 months from date of estimate) 
(i.e .. incmase af disturbed acres, increase of depth, increasss in amount of equipment and/or facilffies. required 
a,rrective aclions. elc.) 

IV. Description/Justification of Cost Increase/Decrease. 

California prevailing wage rates use and Caltrans Labor Surcharge & Equipment Rental Rates 

(add additional pages as needed) 



State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
DIVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION 
FACE-1 (06118) Pege_4_of_11_ 

Attachment D 

V. PLANT STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT REMOVAL (use multiple sheets as needed) 
PIOVlde documentation showing lhat rates, pn·ces, and wages are svailable JOca/ly to all persons, including tha lead 
agency andlor the Department. 

Current Site Condition: 

The current plant conveyors systems, crushers and screening systems are all located on level 
ground. The removal of this equipment would require dismantling and removal of the crushing 
plant, screening plant and conveyor systems. It would require the use of 1 --60 ton crane, 2 -
flatbed haul trucks and 1 - Cat 966K loader. The labor associated with this task was would 
require 1 crane operator, 3 general laborers, 2 truck drivers and 1 loader operator. 

Reclamation Plan Performance Standard (End Use): 
The disturbed mine site area will be subject to required reclamation guidelines bringing the site 
into consistency with the surrounding land uses, but not limited to open space uses for recreation 
and wildlife habitat. Upon removal of all plant and equipment, the land area would be prepared 
for re-seeding per approved reclamation standard quidelines. 

Describe tasks: 
Our mining operating procedures call for continuous on-going reclamation grading to maintain 
slope requirements at 3:1 or better slope conditions, thereby eliminating much of the end use 
grading requirements. Our on-going reclamation of mine site has substantially decreased the 
amount to grading work. Upon cessation ot mining activity, we will remove all plant and 
equipment from the mine site. 

Equipment on site wholly owned by operator?:ce,fES ONO 
{If no, please proiride the name/sand contact information for any lie'n1iofdP.r) 

(add additional pages as needed) 



Staie of California 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
DIVISION OF MINE RECLAMAllON 
FACE-1 (06/18) Page~ of _11_ 

Attachment D 

V. PLANT STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT REMOVAL (use multiple shetrts as need8dJ 
Methods to be used: 
A Equipment - List equipment required to complete identified task. For large reclamation projects. separate mine 

areas. 
Unit of 

Equipment Measure $/Unit # of Units Cost ($) 

1 - 60 ton crane - HTC1060 - Code 4555 tons 190.56 8 1524.48 

2 - flatbed haul trucks - 8 rd trios each x 3 hrs 

oer trio = 48 hrs - Code 5AXL hrs 115.18 48 5528.64 

1 - Cat 966K loader - Code 2362K hrs 228.25 8 1826.00 

Total Equipment Cost for this Task = $ 8879 12. 

B. Labor - List all labor categories to complete ide<Jtffied task 

$/Hoor 
LabDr ~rcna,ge/Hr #of 

Labor Cateaorv (where applicable) 
Hours Cost($) l ) (~M~ •• -

1 - crane ooerator - Grouo 10 103.10 8 824.80 

1 - loader ooerator - Grouo 25 103.43 8 827.44 

3 - qen. laborers - Teamster Grouo X - 24 ea 80.07 
: 72 5765.04 

2 - truck drivers x hrs/rd trio= 6 hrs x 8 trios 80.07 1 
48 3843.36 I 

Teamster Grouo X 

Total Labor Cost forth is Task= $ 11260 6i1 

C. Demolition - List all structures and equipment to be dismantled or demolished and removed from site 

Structure/Eauipment to be Removed 

CrushinQ Plant 

ScreeninQ Plant 

Conveyor Svstem 

Scalee House & Scales 

Type of 
Material 

steel 

steel 

steel 

wood/ 

Volume/ 
Quantity 

·-
1 

1 

1 

1 

Unit Cost Disposal 
Basis Cost Cost($) 

1500 1500 

1500 1500 

1soo I 1500 

1500 1500 

Total Materials Cost for this Task= $ 6000 DD 

D. Total Direct Cost of Structure and Equipment Removal (Total A+B+C) 

Equipment Costs+ Labor Cost+ Demolition Cost= $ 26139. 7 

E. Net Salvage Value• (Supported by P.roper1y Rr~are~rd party estimate, bid, or cost calculation.) 

~ .tfra..,d&dl 'R Net Salvage Value= $ 22500.0 

F. Total Cost of Structure and Equipment Removal (Subtract Line D from Line E} 

Total Cost of Structure and Equipment Removal== -'-$ __ 0 __ 

"NOTE: Salvage value may only be used to offset the direct cost or removing the single item for which salvage value is being 
daimed. Salvage value shall not be used to offset any other demolition, general cleanup, or reclamation CXJsts. 



Attachment D 

VOfflllA EQUIPMENT SIIES 
· · - · _ _ • •. -~ - ✓- :::-~:·:·~r::-~_ ~-,--·:_- ··-,~--:-- · ova·.· ·---. - --,- ·:·:._~:::_···-:-:- ··.- ···~- ·,·_-r~• ·_· ~c~ ; :- '. • .'~_; 

March 2, 2026 

Mr. Thomas Hrubik 
Global Pumice, LLC 
P.O. Box 174 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

18159 MOON SONG COURT 
SAN DIEGO, C.AUFORNlA, 92127-3105 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone 858,.673-4594 

Fax 858-673-8885 
Email: rfchard@voy1illaequipment.com 

SUBJECT: Disposal Cost of Mine Site Plant Structures and Equipment and Related Salvage Value 

We have prepared a cost estimate for the disposal of various plant structures and equipment at both 
1he Global Pumice - 01encha Mine Site. and Southwest Pumice - Makayla 1 Miie Site, located In 
Olenche, California. We have previously examined the plant structures and equipment and can 
adequately express our opinion of vab.Je. We have also induded our estimate of Salvage Value for 
each plant site. 

GLOSXl['PtJMTI:J:-:i:n:iiffl:'ta-11line 
Crushing Plant 
Screening Pfant 
Conveyor Systems 
Scale House & Scales 

Total Disposal Cost not to exceed $ 5,000 -
I Salvage Value: $22,500.00 

SOUTHWEST PUMICE- Makayla 1 Mine Site 
Crushing Plant 
Screening Plant 
Conveyor Systems 
Scale House & Scares 

Total Disposal Cost: not to exceed$ 5,000 -
Total Salvage Value: $ 22,500.00 

- This type of plant and equipment usually would be scrapped out to someone who would pay the 
cost to take the equipment aNaY as part of the salvage operation. 

If you have any questions, please call me at 858-673-4594 

Sincerely, 

Richard "Dfcl(' Voytilla 
Voytilla Equipment Sales 



State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
OIV!SION OF MINE RECLAMATION 
FACE-1 {06/18) Page _s_ of ..1!_ 

Attachment D 

VI. PRIMARY RECLAMATION ACTIVITY 
Use muttiple sheets as necessary to estimate the co&f of each adMty required. Provide documentation showing that rates, 
prices, and wages ars available locally to ffle lead agency anlffor ttie Depertment if ne08SS8ry. 

Current Site Conditions: 

Grading of disturbed land areas has approximately 70 acres of disturbed land area, however, due 
to our on-going reclamation during operations to maintain slopes and walls to a 3:1 or better 
slope, the remaining grading reclamation upon cessation of operating will be minimal, if any. 
Of the 70 acres of disturbed land area, the entire area will need to be re-seeded based upon 
pJanned phasing as this disturbed area presently contains a huge volume of fines considered 
waste material from mining activities. Global Pumice is repurposing this waste materials into a 
saleable product to be used in the concrete industry based upon new technology advances 

Reclamation Plan Performance Standard (End Use): 
All land areas will be contoured with a finished 3:1 slope index and levered to match the existing 
topography where possible and maintain the topographic features of the surrounding land area. 

Describe tasks, methods, equipment, etc.: 
Decompaction, cut, fill, haul, slope reduction, compac:lian, gracing, topsoil placemsnt, dreinege worlc, sail amendments, 
special requirements, etc. Separate sheets may be used for each task if oocessarv. 

AU disturbed areas will have been mined out leaving open pits that are being filled on a 
continuous on-going basis during the current mining operations and at the cessation of mining 
activities, an land area that were disturbed will be properly seeded as noted above, and 
monitored and maintained for a period of 5 years following completion of reclamation re-seeding. 
All natural drainage flow patterns will be monitored and maintained to their original flow patterns. 

Provide quantities: 
Overburden and fnpsolf, cut and till, ;mport or export (cubic yaros), area (acres), haul disfances (feet), aquipmenl 
production rates (cubic yards/hour, or as appllcable}, etc. 

We anticipate production rates if any remaining cut/fill is required at 1850 CY/1-tR can be 
achieved 
using the D9 Dozer to complete any regrading and moving fill into the pit areas and contoured to 
the desired 3:1 slope index. 

(add addmonaf pages as needed) 



State of Calffomia 
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Attachment D 

VI. PRIMARY RECLAMATION ACTIVITY { .regard mine site, if needed ) (USO mu~ shoots 8S needed/ 
( Describe Reclamtllion Activity Beitrg Estimated) 

Acres; 7 
Haul Distance (ft): 
Production Rate c /hr: VS'o c..V. 

Methods to be used: 
A. Equipment - List equipment required to complete identified task. For large reclamation projects, separate 

mine areas. 

Eouipment 
Unit of 
Measure $/Unit # of Units Cost {$\ 

1 - D9 Dozer - Code 5175 hrs 307.87 8 2462.96 

1 - Water Truck - Code 60 hrs 101.56 8 812.48 

TOfal Equipment Cost fur this Task = s3275.44 

8_ labor - List all labor categories to complete identified ta~ 

umor 

Labor category $/Hour Surcharge/Hf 
# of Hours Cost($) 

(1'"'11•wino-J ('Ml!lre applicable) 
(enter% a/wag{,) 

1 - Dozer Ooerator - Grouc 25 103.43 8 827.44 

1 - Water Truck Ooerator - Teamster - Grouo X 80.07 i 8 640.56 . 
: 

I 

I 

Total Labor Cost for this Task= $1468.00 

C. Materials- List all malerials required to complete identified task 

Item $/Unit ' 1~~;£Xin%I Quantity Cost($) 

Diesel Fuel for Dozer & Water Truck - Gallons 6.00 300 1800.00 

Total Materials Cost for this Task = $ 1800.00 
D. Total Direct Cost for this Task 

Equipment Costs+ Labor Cost+ Materials Cost= $ 6543.44 



State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
DIVISCON OF MINE RECI.AMA1l0N 
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Attachment D 

VII. REVEGET A TION (u.sa muJtiple sheets as needed) 
Provide documentalJon shoWing lhat rates, prices, and wages are ave/fable locally to all pen;ons, induaing the lead 
~gency and/or the Deparlment. 

Current Site Condition: 
The 75 acre Olancha disturbed mine site area will be re-seeded per a phasing schedule that is 
outlined in a proposed minor amendment to the current CUP/REC plan being submitted by 
Global Pumice for Inyo County Planning Commission review and approval. Approximately 54 
acres of the 75 acres are covered and stockpiled with pumice fines or "waste material'' produced 
as part of the crushing and screeing mining operations. This waste material has accumulated 
over the past 25-40 years and is now being repurposed into a saleabe product that can be sold 
and used in the concrete industry due to new technolgical advances in that industry. As this 
repurposed waste material is removed off-site in phases per the proposed minor amendment to 
the existing REC plan, Global Pumice will begin to re-seed and revegetate the disturbed areas, 
up and until all 75 acres have been properly re-seeded, monitored and maintained for a 5 year 
period following the cessation of mining activities. 

Reclamation Plan Perfonnance Standard (End Use}: 
Broadcast seeding via the use of a hydro-seed machine will be utilized to meet the successful 
percentage of required growth as determined by ongoing monitoring. An approved seed mix 
native to the Owens Valley area will be used and would expect to achieve a natural growth rate 
and normalization of land habitat within a 5 year period. 

Describe tasks: 
The disturbed area will be decompacted and scarified in phases as outlined above using a Case 
550 tractor and a broadcast hydro-seeder machine untiJ the entire 7S" acres of disturbed area has 
been propertly remediated. 

(add additional pages a:i needed) 
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VU. REV EGET A TION (use multiple sheets as noodeoJ 
Methods to be used: 
A. Equipment- List equipment required to complete identified task. For large ll:Clamation projects, separate 

mine areas. 

Equipment 
Unit of 
Measure $/Unit # of Units Cost($) 

1 - Hvdro-seed machine rental 5 davs 600 1 

1 - Case 550 tractor - decomoactor/scarifv Sdavs 43.38 40 -
Code2000 

Total Equipment Cost for this Task= 

B. Labor - List all labor categories to complete identified tasJc. 

labor Category $/Hour , _ _,,,,, 

1 - landscaoe - hvdro--seed laborer 74.21 

Labor 
Surcharge/Hr 

(where ·-
i...--.r. «Wl!Qe) 

-, #of Hours 

40 

Cartrans rate schedule-SC-102-X-14-2026-1 A 

C. 

1 Case Tractor Operator - Grouo 8 101.64 40 

1 - aeneral laborer oer Teamster - Grouo X 80.07 40 

i 
Total Labor Cost for this Task= 

Materials - list all materials required to complete identtfied task 

3000.00 

1735.20 

s 473520 

Cost($) 

?9AA.40 

4065.60 

3202.80 

$10236.10 

Item/Plant Species Unit of Sales tax 

measure 
I 

(er= i><a rae rn "'I 
Quantity Cost ($) 

Diesel Fuel - Case Tractor m~I 6.00 I 250 1.500.00 

Seed Mix - Owens Vallev Soecies / 11.940.18 

p~r~ttached quote-1-26-2026 ,........ 

75 acres 

I 

ToiaJ Materials Cost for this Task= $ 13440 19 
D. Tola! Direct Cost for this Task 

Equipment Costs + Labor Cost + Materials Cost = S 28413.43 



granitelV 
:~JSEED 
ancj erosion contTul 

SOid To: 
Cast!A--G 
917 Highway 88 
Gardnef"lilte, NV 89460 

IT•rms: Customer P.O. 
Cash 

!Shipper: Freight: Prvpaid!Collect 
Will CaU 

Quantity Shipped 
Pricing PLS Bulk Description 
-• MIX fl 322273 Area 1 -

BulklJ. 8.75 a.1s Spcrobolus ailt!ides 
AJl<all siacaton 

Bulk'J 25.00 25.00 Ambrosa csurnosa 
WhlU! bur5age 

QUO'ltEhment D Qu~ 
2ij;;26 ) 

Ordered By: 

FOB: 

QuoteNumtier.838099 

{please show 121& number on all payments) 

Projeet Global Pumice 

\Mll Call: 
CashA-G 

Phone Nwnbllf: Custom•r Number. 
CS88763 

lsares "1,p: Date Shipped: 
£ricKleiner 

Variefy Price Total 

VNS 

\INS 

Bui(~ 50.00 50.00 E.riogonurn fasciculatum \INS California bUd(wheat 

Bulk'J 50.00 50.00 Atrlplex canesceos 
\INS F~rwing saltbush 

Bulkt 50.00 50.00 Atriplex potyc:arpa \MS cattle sallb 1..1$ h 

~-~ 
-· /<.:·:.t I ). S 7 7 } 

Please read the reverse side of this form r;aaefully. The ~m,s and conditkms of sale set forth M b~i&-{emr~ entire 
agreement berNeen Sefier and Buyer. NI {)t1rt:ha$U of products by 811yer shall be gCNerned and subject ta me ter1J15 and mnditlons of sale set forth 
on the reverse side hereat as iri efjer.t from time to lime, and nothing contained in any product order of buyer shall ilJ any wa_11 modift str.h terms 
and condiliot!s of sole or add any ':Jddlrionat terms and conditloos unle~ agreed upon in writinq by a corporote officer of Nnri1•eSeed HQldmgs 0J1d 
its subsidiiirles. Any r.dditioool or incorr~ent rerms and conditions of any prr:xil.ict order of Suyer s/lall be dli!emed stricken from such order CJ11d 
etiptt,dvct order shall be deemed to incorporate o(f of these ti?rm5 and condition.~ of sale. Acceptance by 8uyer of t/Jese terms- and con.ditlons is 
acknowledged by either (l} 8U)'er's s;gnature set [r,rth herein, or (2) receipt by Buyer of de(n,ery qf the produru described here in a,uJJailure by 

Buyer to nrum such products within five (5) daysfollo'Nlng such de/Ivery. 



granite· .. 
~,.;9SEED 

QUOlithment D 
Q\JtlteDate: 

26-Jan-26 

and ,erosion cont.re, 

Notes: 

Amount Due: $3,980.06 

ENVIRONMENTAL SEEDS WEST U.C 
P.O. Box 104715 
Pasadene, CA81189-4715 

Effective March 1, 2025, Section s of our Terms and 
Conditions 'Nill be enforced, applying a 1.5% monthly lale 
fee on all overdue payments. 

Quote Number:838099 

(plea&e snow UliB number on aD p<1ymante) 

Project: Global Pumice 

SubtOtal: 
Freight: 

Sales Tu: 

GRAND TOTAL: 
- -Pl.EAs£ PAY PER INVOICE. NO SJ11.TEME 

--

3,980.06 
0.00 

Pfease read the reverse side of this form careful(JI, The terms and conditions of sa/1! set forth an batr. sides al chis form mnsrirute the entire 
agreement bet1-t-e!'n SeJJer and Buyer, 411 purchases of produas ~ 8uyer sholl be gowrned and subject ta the terms rmd condillans af sole .~et forth 
an the reverse side hereot as in effect/ram nme to tirne, artd nothing contained itl Ofl'/ produ .. 't oroer oJ buyer sho!I i,"1 any way modify such terms 
and candllions of ,CJle ar add !lny additional terms and CDndittans unless agf£!1!d upon In writing by a corporate. ofr,cer of 1\',1tn.-.:~m H1.1ldi11gs ,wd 
ir, ,ufoidiari~s. Any oddit1onaf or inconsistent terms !Ind conditioru of ony produet onJer of 9ujier shall be deemoo stricken from sur:h order and 
eapmduct orrJer .shall be deemed ta ,m:otporate aJI of these :emu and conditions of sale. Acreptanc:e by Buyer of these t,m11s and coodttians fs 
ac/CnowrerJQed av eicner (l) Buyers signature ~t forth herein, or fl) rerelpt by Buyeraf delivery of the productr described here in aM Jo/lure bi• 
Buyer to rerum s,1ch produces wfthinfrve (SJ d<J"ls follov.linr, such delivery, 
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Attachment D 

VIII. MISCELLANEOUS COSTS (use mUliipJe sheets as needed) 
Provide documentatfon .shOwing that rates, prices, and wagE1S are available locally to all persons, including tha leed 
agency and/or the Department. 

Examples of this type of cost may include temporary storage of equipment and materials off site, special one~time 
permits (i.e. transportation permits for extra wide overweight loads, etc.), decommissioning a process mill (l.e 
decontamination of equipment). disposal of warehouse inventories, well abandonmenl remediation of fueling and 
waste oil storage sites. septic system removal, costs to prepare closure and monitoring reports, site security, 
preserving potable water and maintaining utilities, etc. 

Item /Task Quantity $/Unit Cost{$) 

2 - Transcort flatbed trucks to move in/ut dozer/loader 16 87.68 "1402.88 
-- - -~ 

( a hrs oer truck) - Teamster - Grouo a 16 101.64 1626.24 

-
I 

1 
I 

I 
I 

...... l 
l 
I 

3029.12 

,· 

Total Miscellaneous Costs= .c..$ ___ _ 

IX. MONITORING COSTS 

Monitoring Task $/Visit 

SMARA - Monitorina fnssoections - Olancha 500 

500 

#of 
Visits/Year 

2 

1 

#of 
Monitoring 

Years 

1 

4 

Total Monitoring Costs = 

Cost($) 

1000 

2000 

I 

S 3.000,00 



State of Califomia 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
DNISION OF MINE RECLAMATION 
FACE-1 (06/18) Page _of_ 

X. SUMMARY OF COSTS 

Attachment D 

This section shall be used to summarize all the cost sheets in one place. 

(V) Total of all Plant Structures & Equipment Removal Costs 

(VI) Total of all Primary Reciamation Activities Costs 

{VJI) Total of all Revegetation Costs 

(Vfll)Total of all Miscellaneous Costs 

(IX) Total of all Monitoring Costs 

Total of Direct Costs 

XI. Supervision / Profit & Overhead / Contingencies I Mobilization 

(A) Supervision ( 10 %) 

(8) Profit/Overhead { 10 %) 

(C) Contingencies ( 10 %) 

(D) Mobilization ( 5 %) 

Total of Indirect Costs 

Total of Direct and Indirect Costs 

{E)Lead Agency and/or Dept. of Conservation Administratrve Costs 

Total Estimated Coat of Reclamation 

$ nn 

$ 6~43-.44 

$ 28413-48 

$ 3029,12 

$ 300000 

$ 40gas.04-

$ 4098.60 

$ 4098.60 

$ 4098.60 

$ 2049.30 

$ 14345.10 

$ 55331.14 

$ 8299.67 

$ 63630.81 
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STIPULATION AGREEMENT 
STIPULATED ORDER TO COMPLY AND SCHEDULE FOR SUBMISSION OF 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION MATERIALS 

Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 
Global Pumice, LLC - Industrial Mineral Operation 
Olancha, Inyo County, California 
Mine ID No. 91-14-0003 

This Stipulation Agreement ("Stipulation") is entered into by and between Global Pumice, LLC ("Applicant") and the 
Inyo County Planning Department ("County") regarding the Applicant's Minor Amendment Application for Amended 
Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, submitted to the County on 
August 6, 2026. 

For purposes of the County's proposed revisions, this document is intended to serve as a Stipulated Order to Comply 
("Stipulated Order") between Global Pumice, LLC ("Operator") and the County ofinyo ("County"), as Lead Agency 
under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act ("SMARA"), pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2774.l(a)(2). 
This Stipulated Order is subject to approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission~ 

RECITALS 
WHEREAS, Applicant has submitted the above-referenced applications to initiate the County's review ofthe proposed 
Minor Amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the County previously notified the Operator of violations associated with the surface mining operation and 
directed the Operator to take corrective action; and 

WHEREAS, the Operator submitted applications on August 6, 2026, seeking amendments to CUP 93-5 and Reclamation 
Plan 93-4, including an extension of the operating period, recovery and removal of existing historic stockpiled fines, and 
authorization of additional industrial mineral products; and 

WHEREAS, additional information and materials are required before the County can determine that the Reclamation 
Plan amendment application is complete; and 

WHEREAS, the County has determined that correction of the noticed violation(s) is expected to require more than 30 
days because completion ofthe necessary application materials and applicable County, environmental, SMARA, financial 
assurance, and public hearing processes cannot reasonably be completed within 30 days; and 

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code section 2774.l(a)(2) authorizes a lead agency and operator to enter into a stipulated 
order to comply when correction ofa noticed violation will exceed 30 days and requires the stipulated order to include a 
schedule and time for i:ompliance that the lead agency determines is reasonable after considering the actions and legal 
processes required to correct the violation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, subject lo approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission, the parties stipulate as follows~ 

1. Property Owner Authorization 
Applicant shall obtain the required written authorization and signatures from the owner(s) of the subject property for the 
Minor Amendment Applic.:1tions within thirty (30) calendar days following. The effective date of this Stipulated Order. 
The Operator shall also provide required documentation concerning property ownernhip and mineral rights ownership, as 

applicable~ 

2. Biological Resources Assessment and Air Quality/ Fugitive Dust Evaluation 
Applicant shall retain qualified consultants to prepare and submit the following technical studies: 
• Biological Resources Assessment. 
• Air Quality/ Fugitive Dust Evaluation. 

Applicant shall submit these studies within ninety (90) calendar days following the effective dale of this Stipulated Order. 

If circumstances outside the Operator's reasonable control prevent completion within the required period, the Operator 
shall submit a written request for an extension before expiration of the deadline. The request shall identify the outstanding 
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work, work completed to date, the reason additional time is necessary, and a proposed date certain for completion. Any 
extension shall require written approval by the County. 

3. Revisions to Maps 

Within thirty (30) calendar days following the effective date of this Stipulated Order, the Operator shall submit updated 
Mine Plan and Reclamation Plan maps meeting applicable County and SMARA requirements. The maps shall 
incorporate the activities proposed by the pending amendments and contain the information required by the County's 
applicable reclamation plan submittal requirements. 

4. Additional Information Requested by the County 

Applicant agrees to provide any additional information, documents, or supporting materials reasonably (or materially) 
related to the application requested by the County in writing within thirty (30) calendar days following such request unless 
the County establishes a different reasonable deadline based upon the nature or complexity of the requested information. 
Any request for additional time shall be submitted in writing before expiration of the applicable deadline and shall be 
subject to written County approval. The Operator shall additionally submit revised Reclamation Plan text incorporating the 
proposed amendments and an indexed contents chart identifying where applicable SMARA requirements are a.ddressedS. 

Processing of Applications 

The County may receive, review, and comment upon application materials while the Operator completes the 
requirements of this Stipulated Order. Such review does not constitute a determination that either application is complete 
or an agreement by the County to commence formal processing of an incomplete Reclamation Plan amendment. 

For administrative purposes, the County acknowledges that the applications were submitted on August 6, 2026, and that 
the supplemental materials identified in this Stipulation shall become part of the administrative record upon their 
suhm ission. Acknowledgment of the August 6, 2026 submittal dale shall not constitute a determination that the 
applications were complete on that date. 

The parties acknowledge that this Stipulation is intended to establish a schedule for correction of the violations previously 
identified by the County while the Operator pursues the approvals necessary to bring the operation into compliance. 
Nothing contained herein constitutes approval of the pending applications, approval of environmental review, approval of 
a F'inancial Assurance Cost Estimate, certification of compliance with SMARA, or authorization for surface mining 
activities not otherwise lawfully authorized. 

Applicant agrees to diligently pursue completion of all supplemental materials identified herein, The Operator 
acknowledges that submission or processing of the amendment applications does not, 
by itselt: correct the underlying violations, extend an expired authorization, or authorize continued surface mining. 

6. Good Faith Cooperation 
The parties agree to continue working cooperatively and in good faith throughout the review process to complete the 
administrative record and facilitate timely consideration of the requested Minor Amendments. Nothing in this section 
alters the deadlines or compliance obligations established by this Stipulated Order0 

7. Surface Mining During Compliance Period 

Nothing in this Stipulated Order authorizes surface mining activities that are not otherwise authorized under a valid 
County permit or other applicable approval. Neither this Stipulated Order nor the County's receipt or review of the 
pending applications constitutes authorization for the proposed extension of mining operations, recovery or removal of 
historic fines, production of additional industrial mineral products, or other activities requiring approval of the pending 
amendments. 

8. Financial Assurance 
The Operator shall maintain financial assurances as required by SM ARA and shall submit a Financial Assurance Cost 
Estimate that accurately reflects the reclamation obligations associated with the operation and proposed amended 
Reclamation Plan. Nothing in this Stipulated Order constitutes approval of the submitted FACE. 

9. Final Compliance 
Submission ofthe amendment applications or supplemental materials shall not, by itself, constitute correction of the 
violations addressed by this Stipulated Order. Compliance shall require either: (a) obtaining all required approvals 
necessary to lawfully continue the surface mining operation and thereafter operating in accordance with those approvals; 
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or (b) if the required approvals are denied, withdrawn. abandoned. or not diligently pursued. ceasing unauthorized surface 
mining activities and commencing reclamation in accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan and applicable County 
requirements. 

10. Failure to Comply 
Failure to comply with a deadline or other requirement established by this Stipulated Order, absent a written extension 
authorized by the County. may result in further enforcement pursuant to SMARA and other applicable law. 

11. Entire Agreement and Modification 

This Stipulation constitutes the entire agreement between the parties concerning the compliance matters addressed herein. 
Any material amendment or modification shall be in writing and shall be subject to the approval required by applicable 
County procedures. 

12. Effective Date 
This Stipulation shall become effective upon approval by the Inyo County Planning 
Commission and execution by the authorized representatives of the County and Operator and shall remain in effect until 
the County determines that the corrective actions required by this Stipulated Order have been completed or until lhe 
Stipulated Order is otherwise modified. superseded, or terminated in accordance with applicable law. 

Following approval and execution. the County shall transmit the Stipulated Order to the Division of Mine Reclamation as 
required by SMARA. 

IN WfTNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Stipulation Agreement as of the dates set forth below. 

GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

By: ___________ _ 
Thomas A. Hrubik 
President 

Date: _____________ _ 

APPROVED BY THE INYO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Date of AQproval: 
Resolution No.: _________ _ 

COUNTY OF INYO 

By:------------
Nameffitle: -------------
Date: ____________ _ 

DRAFT - FOR COUNTY COUNSEL RE1/IE\/\J Page3 
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STIPULATION AGREEMENT
STIPULATED ORDER TO COMPLY AND SCHEDULE FOR SUBMISSION OF 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION MATERIALS 

Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 
Global Pumice, LLC - Industrial Mineral Operation 
Olancha, Inyo County, California 
Mine ID No. 91-14-0003 

This Stipulation Agreement ("Stipulation") is entered into by and between Global Pumice, LLC ("Applicant") and the 
Inyo County Planning Department ("County") regarding the Applicant's Minor Amendment Application for Amended 
Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, submitted to the County on 
August 6, 2026. 

For purposes of the County's proposed revisions, this document is intended to serve as a Stipulated Order to Comply 
("Stipulated Order") between Global Pumice, LLC ("Operator") and the County of Inyo ("County"), as Lead Agency 
under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act ("SMARA"), pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2774.1(a)(2). 
This Stipulated Order is subject to approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission. 

RECITALS
WHEREAS, Applicant has submitted the above-referenced applications to initiate the County's review of the proposed 
Minor Amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the County previously notified the Operator of violations associated with the surface mining operation and 
directed the Operator to take corrective action; and 

WHEREAS, the Operator submitted applications on August 6, 2026, seeking amendments to CUP 93-5 and Reclamation 
Plan 93-4, including an extension of the operating period, recovery and removal of existing historic stockpiled fines, and 
authorization of additional industrial mineral products; and 

WHEREAS, additional information and materials are required before the County can determine that the Reclamation 
Plan amendment application is complete; and 

WHEREAS, the County has determined that correction of the noticed violation(s) is expected to require more than 30 
days because completion of the necessary application materials and applicable County, environmental, SMARA, financial 
assurance, and public hearing processes cannot reasonably be completed within 30 days; and 

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code section 2774.1(a)(2) authorizes a lead agency and operator to enter into a stipulated 
order to comply when correction of a noticed violation will exceed 30 days and requires the stipulated order to include a 
schedule and time for compliance that the lead agency determines is reasonable after considering the actions and legal 
processes required to correct the violation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, subject to approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission, the parties stipulate as follows: 

1. Property Owner Authorization
Applicant shall obtain the required written authorization and signatures from the owner(s) of the subject property for the 
Minor Amendment Applications within thirty (30) calendar days following. The effective date of this Stipulated Order. 
The Operator shall also provide required documentation concerning property ownership and mineral rights ownership, as 
applicable. 

2. Biological Resources Assessment and Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation
Applicant shall retain qualified consultants to prepare and submit the following technical studies: 
• Biological Resources Assessment.
• Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation.

Applicant shall submit these studies within ninety (90) calendar days following the effective date of this Stipulated Order.

If circumstances outside the Operator's reasonable control prevent completion within the required period, the Operator 
shall submit a written request for an extension before expiration of the deadline. The request shall identify the outstanding 
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work, work completed to date, the reason additional time is necessary, and a proposed date certain for completion. Any 
extension shall require written approval by the County. 

3. Revisions to Maps 

Within thirty (30) calendar days following the effective date of this Stipulated Order, the Operator shall submit updated 
Mine Plan and Reclamation Plan maps meeting applicable County and SMARA requirements. The maps shall 
incorporate the activities proposed by the pending amendments and contain the information required by the County's 
applicable reclamation plan submittal requirements. 

4. Additional Information Requested by the County 

Applicant agrees to provide any additional information, documents, or supporting materials reasonably (or materially) 
related to the application requested by the County in writing within thirty (30) calendar days following such request unless 
the County establishes a different reasonable deadline based upon the nature or complexity of the requested information. 
Any request for additional time shall be submitted in writing before expiration of the applicable deadline and shall be 
subject to written County approval. The Operator shall additionally submit revised Reclamation Plan text incorporating the 
proposed amendments and an indexed contents chart identifying where applicable SMARA requirements are addressed5.  

Processing of Applications 

The County may receive, review, and comment upon application materials while the Operator completes the 
requirements of this Stipulated Order. Such review does not constitute a determination that either application is complete 
or an agreement by the County to commence formal processing of an incomplete Reclamation Plan amendment. 

For administrative purposes, the County acknowledges that the applications were submitted on August 6, 2026, and that 
the supplemental materials identified in this Stipulation shall become part of the administrative record upon their 
submission. Acknowledgment of the August 6, 2026 submittal date shall not constitute a determination that the 
applications were complete on that date. 

The parties acknowledge that this Stipulation is intended to establish a schedule for correction of the violations previously 
identified by the County while the Operator pursues the approvals necessary to bring the operation into compliance. 
Nothing contained herein constitutes approval of the pending applications, approval of environmental review, approval of 
a Financial Assurance Cost Estimate, certification of compliance with SMARA, or authorization for surface mining 
activities not otherwise lawfully authorized. 

Applicant agrees to diligently pursue completion of all supplemental materials identified herein, The Operator 
acknowledges that submission or processing of the amendment applications does not, 
by itself, correct the underlying violations, extend an expired authorization, or authorize continued surface mining. 

6. Good Faith Cooperation 
The parties agree to continue working cooperatively and in good faith throughout the review process to complete the 
administrative record and facilitate timely consideration of the requested Minor Amendments. Nothing in this section 
alters the deadlines or compliance obligations established by this Stipulated Order. 

7. Surface Mining During Compliance Period 
Nothing in this Stipulated Order authorizes surface mining activities that are not otherwise authorized under a valid 
County permit or other applicable approval. Neither this Stipulated Order nor the County's receipt or review of the 
pending applications constitutes authorization for the proposed extension of mining operations, recovery or removal of 
historic fines, production of additional industrial mineral products, or other activities requiring approval of the pending 
amendments. 

8. Financial Assurance 
The Operator shall maintain financial assurances as required by SMARA and shall submit a Financial Assurance Cost 
Estimate that accurately reflects the reclamation obligations associated with the operation and proposed amended 
Reclamation Plan. Nothing in this Stipulated Order constitutes approval of the submitted FACE. 

9. Final Compliance 
Submission of the amendment applications or supplemental materials shall not, by itself, constitute correction of the 
violations addressed by this Stipulated Order. Compliance shall require either: (a) obtaining all required approvals 
necessary to lawfully continue the surface mining operation and thereafter operating in accordance with those approvals; 
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or (b) if the required approvals are denied, withdrawn, abandoned, or not diligently pursued, ceasing unauthorized surface 
mining activities and commencing reclamation in accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan and applicable County 
requirements. 

10. Failure to Comply 
Failure to comply with a deadline or other requirement established by this Stipulated Order, absent a written extension 
authorized by the County, may result in further enforcement pursuant to SMARA and other applicable law. 

11. Entire Agreement and Modification 

This Stipulation constitutes the entire agreement between the parties concerning the compliance matters addressed herein. 
Any material amendment or modification shall be in writing and shall be subject to the approval required by applicable 
County procedures. 

12. Effective Date 
This Stipulation shall become effective upon approval by the Inyo County Planning 
Commission and execution by the authorized representatives of the County and Operator and shall remain in effect until 
the County determines that the corrective actions required by this Stipulated Order have been completed or until the 
Stipulated Order is otherwise modified, superseded, or terminated in accordance with applicable law. 

Following approval and execution, the County shall transmit the Stipulated Order to the Division of Mine Reclamation as 
required by SMARA. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Stipulation Agreement as of the dates set forth below. 

GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC 

By: _________________________________ 
Thomas A. Hrubik 
President 

Date: _______________________________ 

APPROVED BY THE INYO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Date of Approval: _____________________ 
Resolution No.: _______________________ 

COUNTY OF INYO 

By: _________________________________ 
Name/Title: ____________________________ 

Date: _______________________________ 
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