
 

 

 

   

1.  CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The meeting began at 2:37 pm.  All attendees introduced themselves.   

MEMBERSHIP IN ATTENDANCE 

In Person: Supervisor William Wadelton, Michelle Saenz 
Virtual: Hayley Carter 

COMMUNITY & STAFF IN ATTENDANCE 

In Person: Gordon Greene, Lucy Vincent, Melissa Best-Baker, Vanessa Ruggio 
Virtual: None 

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

none 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (ACTION ITEM)  

Minutes from May 13, 2026 meeting. 
 
Ms. Saenz moved to approve the minutes as written, Ms. Carter seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried: Ms. Saenz – Aye, Supervisor Wadelton – Aye, Ms. Carter – Aye.  None opposed. 
 

4.  BHAB MEMBERSHIP UPDATE (STANDING INFORMATIONAL ITEM) 

BEHAVIORAL  HEALTH  ADVISORY BOARD 

Date:  August 19, 2026 

Time:   2:30 PM  

Location: Bishop COB Room 142, Lone Pine Wellness Center (satellite/virtual) and via Zoom 



 

 

Darcy posted the recruitment for a community member and a past or present client. Some letters of 
interest have been received.  The recruitment closes on August 27, 2026. 

5.  BHAB MEETING DATES FOR FY2026-2027 (ACTION ITEM)  

Will BHAB Meeting be moved to the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 2:30 pm? 
 
Ms. Saenz moved to approve the meeting be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Ms. Carter 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried:  Ms. Saenz – Aye, Supervisor Wadelton – Aye, Ms. Carter – 
Aye.  None opposed. 

6.  DATA NOTEBOOK 2026-FOSTER YOUTH (ACTION ITEM) 

Please see the attached.  Ms. Best-Baker explained the Data Notebook submission data to DHCS 
requests and asked BHAB members for comments and approval of the submission data presented.  A 
lively discussion ensued. 
 
Ms. Saenz moved to approve Data Notebook submission data as written, Ms. Carter seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried: Ms. Saenz – Aye, Supervisor Wadelton – Aye, Ms. Carter – Aye.  None 
opposed. 

7.  BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PROGRAM UPDATE (INFORMATIONAL ITEM) 

Mrs. Best-Baker shared the following about staff trainings: 
A De-Escalation Training was offered to staff.  A second training will be offered in October.  A Victim 
Witness program will be coming to present a talk.  A Case Management Training is in the works. 
 
September is Recovery & Suicide Prevention Month – working with Crossroads.  Toiyabe has a walk in 
September. 

8.  ANNUAL BOARD OF SUPERVISOR REPORT (ACTION ITEM) 

Ms. Best-Baker asked BHAB Members whether she should present the FY25-26 BH Report as the Annual 
Board of Supervisor Report to be presented at an upcoming Board of Supervisors meeting.   
 
Ms. Carter moved to approve that the FY25-26 BH Report be presented as the Annual Board of 
Supervisor Report.  Ms. Saenz seconded the motion, and the motion carried: Ms. Saenz – Aye, 
Supervisor Wadelton – Aye, Ms. Carter – Aye.  None opposed. 
 

9.  DATA REPORTS (INFORMATIONAL ITEM) 

The BH Report was not available at this meeting.  It will be emailed or shared at the next BHAB 
meeting.  Ms. Best-Baker shared some of the things happening in Behavioral Health.  Here are some 
highlights: 

 Mental Health Diversion is being discussed. 



 

 

 Prop 36 for SUD Diversion funding is being received, and a program will have to be developed. 
 A few families are graduating from Family Strengthening Team, and a few new families are 

entering into services. 
 Wellness Center has been busy; lots of use as a cooling center during the hot summer months. 
 LPS and CARE Court have the same numbers as before. 
 Message was received from Kern Regional Center that they would not be available during the 

month of August. 

10.  OLD BUSINESS (INFORMATIONAL OR DISCUSSION ITEM) 

11.  AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Meeting adjourned at 3:12 pm. 
 




































































