Planning Department Phone: (760) 878-0263
168 North Edwards Street FAX: (760) 878-0382
Post Office Drawer L E-Mail: inyoplanning@
Independence, California 93526 nyocounty.us

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 6(Action Item — Public Hearing)
PLANNING COMMISSION October 27, 2026

MEETING DATE:

SUBJECT: Approve the stipulation order requiring

compliance with the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Global Pumice, LLC is the operator of the Global Pumice Olancha Mine (Mine ID No.
91-14-0003), operating under Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and
Reclamation Plan No. 93-4.

On June 26, 2026, the Inyo County Planning Department issued a Notice of Violation
{(NOV) pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), Public
Resources Code §2774.1, and applicable provisions of the Inyo County Code. The NOV
identified continued mining beyond the approved permit term and failure to comply with
phased mining and concurrent reclamation requirements. The NOV also required the
operator to provide a current Financial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE). Attachment A

The approved Reclamation Plan requires ongoing revegetation and concurrent
reclamation as mining progresses. County inspections determined that the operation had
exceeded the applicable 54-acre disturbance threshold without completing reclamation
and revegetation on matching acreage and that the required operational and reclamation
measures had not been effectively implemented or maintained.

On August 6, 2026, Global Pumice submitted applications for amendments to CUP No.
93-5 and Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. The proposed amendments include an extension of
the operating period, recovery and removal of historic stockpiled fines, authorization of
additional industrial mineral products, and revisions to the progressive reclamation
program. The operator is not proposing to expand the existing 75-acre operational
footprint. GP - 2 - CUP Application - 8-3-...

Pursuant to Public Resources Code §2774.1(a)(2), when correction of a noticed violation
is expected to require more than 30 days, the lead agency and operator may enter into a



Stipulated Order to Comply establishing a reasonable schedule for compliance based
upon the actions and legal processes necessary to correct the violation.

Staff has determined that correction of the identified violations will require more than 30
days because the corrective actions involve implementation of existing reclamation
requirements, preparation of supplemental technical information, processing of the
pending CUP and Reclamation Plan amendmenis, environmental review, SMARA
review, and financial assurance requirements. A Stipulated Order to Comply has
therefore been prepared establishing the requirements and schedule for Global Pumice to
correct the identified violations.

Approval of the Stipulated Order is exempt from the Califomia Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15321, Enforcement Actions by Regulatory
Agencies. Any subsequent approval of amendments to the Conditional Use Permit and
Reclamation Plan will be considered separately and subject to the applicable CEQA
review.

PROJECT INFORMATION

Supervisory District; 5

Project Applicant: Thomas Hrubik.

Property Owner: Inoerti & Ely Living Trust

Site Address: Approx. 2 miles south of Olancha and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Road
Community: Olancha, California

A.P.N.: 033-200-01

General Plan: Rural Protection (RP)

Zouning: Open Space, 40 acre minimum (OS-40)

Size of Parcel: Approx 630.12.

Surrounding Land Use:



Location: Use: Gen. Plan Designation Zoning
Site Mine Rural Protection (RP) Open Space — 40 acre minimum (OS-
40)
Nerth Vacant, Ranch State & Federal Land Open Space — 40 acre minimum (OS-
{SFL) and Rural Protection 40)
(RP}
East Vacant State & Federal Land Open Space — 40 acre minimum (OS-
(SFL) and Rural Protection am
(RP)
South Vacant Natural Resource (NR) Open Space —40 acre minimum (OS-
40)
West Vacant Natural Resource (NR) Open Space — 40 acre minimum
(0S-40)
Staff Recommended Action: 1) Approve the Stipulated Order to Comply

requiring Global Pumice, LLC to correct the
identified violations and comply with the conditions
of approval, mitigation measures, and approved
Reclamation Plan in accordance with the
compliance schedule established in the Stipulated
Order..

Alternatives: 1) Modify the Stipulation Order as the Commission
sees fit.

2) Continue the public hearing to a future date and
provide specific direction to staff regarding what
additional information or analysis is needed.

Project Planner: Ryan Standridge, Associate Planner and SMARA
Coordinator

STAFF ANALYSIS

The Global Pumice Olancha Mine operates pursuant to Amended Conditional Use Permit
No. 93-5 and Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. The existing approvals establish the operational
footprint and require phased mining and concurrent reclamation as mining progresses.
On June 26, 2026, the Planning Department issued an NOV identifying two principal
violations. First, the operation continued mining beyond the approved permit term
without an approved extension of the CUP and Reclamation Plan. Second, the operation
failed to comply with the phased mining and concurrent reclamation requirements
contained in Conditions 4 and 5 of the approved CUP and Reclamation Plan. 6-23-26
violation letter with b. ..

The NOV states that the approved plan requires ongoing revegetation and concurrent
reclamation as mimng progresses and prohibits mining beyond 54 acres until reclamation
and revegetation have occurred on matching acreage. County inspections determined that



the required concurrent reclamation and revegetation had not been maintained. 6-23-26
violation letter with b. ..

The extent of the outstanding reclamation obligation is also reflected in Global Pumice's
August 2026 FACE. In its own description of current site conditions, the operator states
that approximately 75 acres are disturbed, that approximately 54 acres have not yet been
seeded, and that this condition is in violation of the current CUP and Reclamation Plan.
The FACE identifies reclamation of the approximately 54 acres as one of the actions
necessary to address the existing condition. GP - 5 - FACE - Olancha - 8-3-26

Notice of Violation and Corrective Action

The June 26, 2026 NOV required Global Pumice to immediately implement and maintain
the mining and reclamation requirements of Conditions 4 and 5; submit a written
concurrent reclamation plan identifying the areas to be reclaimed, proposed grading and
revegetation methods, schedule, and estimated acreage; submit a Dust Control and
Revegetation Implementation Plan; provide documentation concerning the status of Great
Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District enforcement; submit a wntten compliance
schedule; and submit current FACES. 6-23-26 violation letter with b...

The operator subsequently submitted amendment applications and supporting materials in
August 2026. The requested amendments include a seven-year extension of the approved
mine life, recovery of approximately 1,000,000 tons of historically stockpiled pumice
fines, authorization of additional industrial mineral products, and revisions coordinating
progressive reclamation with resource recovery.

Stipulated Order to Comply

Public Resources Code §2774.1(a)(2) provides for a Stipulated Order to Comply when
the lead agency determines that correction of a noticed violation will require more than
30 days. The Stipulated Order must contain a schedule and reasonable time for
compliance based upon the actions and legal processes necessary to correct the violation.
Staff has determined that correction of the Global Pumice violations cannot reasonably be
completed within 30 days. Cotrective action requires implementation of existing
reclamation obligations together with completion of technical studies and supplemental
application materials, County review, environmental review, SMARA review, financial
assurance review, and consideration of the pending amendments.

The proposed Stipulated Order establishes deadlines for property-owner and mineral-
right documentation, biological resources and air quality/fugitive dust evaluations,
updated Mine Plan and Reclamation Plan maps, additional information requested by the
County, revised Reclamation Plan text, and financial assurance requirements.

Global Pumice Stipulation_Count...

The Stipulated Order provides a structured schedule for correction of the violations while
allowing the County to process the materials necessary to determine whether the
requested amendments may ultimately be approved.

Pending Amendments and Continued Operations

Approval of the Stipulated Order does not constitute approval of the pending
amendments to CUP No. 93-5 or Reclamation Plan No. 93-4.

The proposed amendments include activities not authorized solely by approval of the
Stipulated Order, including the proposed extension of mining operations, recovery or
removal of historic stockpiled fines, and production of additional industrial mineral
products. The Stipulated Order expressly provides that it does not authorize surface



mining activities that are not otherwise authorized under a valid County permit or other
applicable approval. Global_Pumice Stipulation_Count...

Global Pumice remains responsible for complying with the existing Reclamation Plan
and applicable conditions during the compliance period. Submission or processing of the
amendment applications does not, by itself, correct the existing violations or authorize
activities requiring approval of the pending amendments.

Other Agency Compliance

The operation has also been subject to separate enforcement by the Great Basin Unified
Air Pollution Control District concerning fugitive dust and equipment permitting.

Great Basin's enforcement is administered separately from the County's SMARA
enforcement. The Great Basin matters provide relevant background regarding site
conditions and dust management but are not independently the basis for the County's
Stipulated Order under PRC §2774.1.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The Stipulated Order is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15321,
Enforcement Actions by Regulatory Agencies. The action establishes a schedule for
correction of violations of existing County and SMARA requirements and does not
approve an expansion or modification of the existing mining operation.

Any subsequent approval of amendments to CUP No. 93-5 and Reclamation Pian No. 93-
4 will be considered separately and will be subject to the applicable CEQA review.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve the Stiputated Order to Comply
requiring Global Pumice, LLC to correct the identified violations and comply with the
conditions of approval, mitigation measures, approved Reclamation Plan, and the Surface
Mining and Reclamation Act in accordance with the compliance schedule established in
the Stipulated Order..

FINDINGS

1. The County determined that Global Pumice, LLC was not in compliance with
its approved Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan, including continued
mining bevond the approved permit term and failure to comply with phased
mining and concurrent reclamation requirements. [Evidence: June 26, 2026
Notice of Violation (Attachment A).]

2. The County issued a Notice of Violation pursuant to PRC §2774.1 identifying
the violations and the corrective actions necessary to bring the operation into
compliance. [Evidence: June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation{Attachment A).]

3. Staff determined that correction of the noticed violations cannot reasonably be
completed within 30 days because correction requires actions and legal processes
including implementation of reclamation requirements, completion and review of



technical information, processing of the CUP and Reclamation Plan amendments,
environmental review, SMARA review, and financial assurance requirements.
[Evidence: June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation(Attachment A); August 2026
amendment applications; Stipulated Order to Comply(Attachment B).]

4. Pursuant to PRC §2774.1(a)(2), a Stipulated Order to Comply is appropriate
because correction of the noticed violations is expected to require more than 30
days, and the proposed Stipulated Order establishes a reasonable schedule and
time for compliance considering the actions and legal processes required to
correct the violations.

5. Approval of the Stipulated Order does not constitute approval of the pending
amendments to CUP No. 93-5 or Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and does not
authorize activities requiring approval through those amendments. [Evidence:
Stipulated Order to Comply.] Global Pumice_ Stipulation Count...

6. Approval of the Stipulated Order is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines §15321 because the action constitutes an enforcement action by a
regulatory agency.

7. The public hearing has been properly noticed and published.

ORDERS

1. The Planning Commission approves the attached Stipulated Order to Comply
between the County of Inyo and Global Pumice, LLC pursuant to Public
Resources Code §2774.1(a)}2).

2. The Planning Commission finds that correction of the violations identified in the
June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation cannot reasonably be completed within 30 days
and that the schedule and time for compliance established by the Stipulated Order
are reasonable considering the actions and legal processes necessary to correct the
violations.

3. Global Pumice, LLC shall complete the corrective actions and comply with the
deadlines established in the Stipulated Order.

4. Approval of the Stipulated Order does not constitute approval of the pending
amendments to CUP No. 93-5 or Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and does not
authorize activities requiring approval through those amendments.

5. Global Pumice, LLC shall remain subject to the requirements of its existing
approvals, including applicable conditions of approval, mitigation measures, and
Reclamation Plan requirements, during the term of the Stipulated Order.

6. Following approval and execution, the County shall transmit the Stipulated Order
to the Division of Mine Reclamation as required by SMARA.

ATTACHMENTS

June 26, 2026 Notice of Violation

1998 Notice of Decision — Amended CUP No. 93-5 / Reclamation Plan No. 93-4
Global Pumice Response to Notice of Violation

Submitted Minor Amendment Application — CUP No. 93-5 / Reclamation Plan
No. 93-4

Proposed Stipulated Order to Comply

oW

m



Attachment A

Planning Department R
168 North Edwards Street e 00 areoass
Post Office Drawer L E-Mail: inyoplanning@inyocounty.us

Independence, California 93526

tice of V i tt .
: Co 70.070 and 6.01
June 26, 2026
Thomas Hrubik
Southwest Global
PO Box 174

Annle Vallev CA 92307

Rick Petelski Southwest Global
P.O.Box 174
Apple Valley, CA 92307

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL AND EMAIL

RE: Mine ID# 91-14-003 Olancha Plant

Dear Mr. Hrubik and Mr. Petelski:

This letter serves as a formal Notice of Violation pursuant to Inyo County Code (ICC) §
7.70.070. As the operator of the Olancha plant mine, you are in violation of the California
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and the Inyo County Code. The violations
outlined below must be corrected within 30 days of receipt of this notice. Failure to comply
may result in enforcement actions, including penalties and legal proceedings.

Yiolations

1. Continued Mining Beyond the Approved Permit Term( Condition 2}
Condition 2 of Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/Reclamation Plan
93-4 required the operator to obtain an amendment to the Conditional
Use Permit and Reclamation Plan prior to exceeding the approved ten-
year mine life. Mining operations have continued beyond the approved
permit term without an approved extension of the Conditfonal Use

Page 1



2.

Attachment A

Permit and Reclamation Plan.

Previous correspondence indicates the operator believed the former
Mine Inspector could administratively grant a time extension. The
County has since determined that the approved Condition of Approval
requires any extension of the mine life to be processed as an amendment
to the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan and approved by the
Planning Commission. Accordingly, the operation is currently operating
beyond the approved permit term

o Required Action: Within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Notice, submit a
complete application requesting a time extension through an amendment to
the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan, or cease mining operations
and commence reclamation in accordance with the approved Reclamation
Plan.,

Failure to Comply with Phased Mining and Concurrent Reclamation
Requirements( Condition 4 & 5)

Conditions 4 and 5 of Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/Reclamation Plan 93-4
Tequire ongoing revegetation and concurrent reclamation as mining progresses. These
conditions require the establishment of intermediate vegetative cover sufficient to prevent
fugitive dust from leaving the site and prohibit mining beyond 54 acres until reclamation
and revegetation have occurred on matching acreage.

County inspections have determined that the required concurrent reclamation and
revegetation have not been maintained in accordance with the approved Conditional Use
Permit and Reclamation Plan.

The County has also been notified by the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control
District (GBUAPCD) that the District intends to pursue an Order of Abatement based
upon a longstanding history of noncompliance with its dust coatrol requirements. While
enforcement of District regulations remains under the jurisdiction of GBUAPCD, the
District's documented violations and proposed enforcement action further demonstrate
that the operational and reclamation nmieasures required under Conditions 4 and 5 have not
been effectively implemented or maintained.

Required Action: Within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Notice, the operator shall:

1.

2.

Page 2

Immediately implement and maintain the mining and reclamation requirements of
Conditions 4 and 5 of Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/Reclamation Plan 93-4,
including measures necessary to contro] fugitive dust and conduct concurrent
reclamation.

Submit a written Concurrent Reclamation Plan identifying:

o The areas to be reclaimed;



Attachment A

o The proposed grading and revegetation methods;
o A schedule for completing concurrent reclamation;
o The estimated acreage to be reclaimed during the current mining season.

3. Submit a Dust Cantro] and Revegetation Implementation Plan describing the
operational measures that will be implemented to prevent fugitive dust from leaving the
site, including the use of water application, interim vegetative cover, and other best
management practices consistent with the approved Reclamation Plan.

4. Provide documentation demonstrating the current status of the Great Basin Unified
Air Pollution Control District enforcerment action, including copies of any corrective
action plans, compliance schedules, or other documentation submitted to the District.

5. Submit a written compliance schednle identifying the anticipated completion date for
each corrective action necessary to bring the operation into full compliance with
Conditions 4 and 5 of the approved Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan.

3. Supply a current Financial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE)
o 2022 was the last FACE provide for review and was deemed insufficent.

o Required Action: Submit individual FACESs for reclamation plan (REC 93-4
and CUP 93-5), Within 30 days.

Consequences of Noncompliance

If these violations are not rernedied by August 7, 2026, the County will seek an Order to
Comply from the Planning Commission, imposing administrative penalties of $50 per day for
each violation, as authorized by Public Resources Code § 2774.1(d).

Additionally, a hearing to address the violations and potential penalties Will be scheduled for
September 23, at 10:00 a.m.

If you have any questions or require clarification, please contact me at (760) 878-0405 or via
ematl at rstandridge@inyocounty.us.

Sincerely,

Kyan >mun-standridge
Associate Planner / SMARA Coordinator
Inyo County Planning Department

Page 3
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Christina Milovich, Deputy County Counsel

Cathreen Richards, Inyo County Planning Director

William Waddelton, Inyo County Board of Supervisor
Jaqueline Moore, Geology Unit Division of Mine Reclamation
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Exan Smith-Standridge

Fram: Grace Weitz «gweitz@gbuaped.org >
Sent: Thugsday, fune 25, 2026 11:19 AM

To; Cathreen Richards; Ryan Smith-Standridge
Ce Tom Schanie!

Subject: Giobal Pumice order of abatement

Hi Ryan and Cathreen;

Hope you're both doing weli! | wanted o reach out beceuse we're planning to begin arder of abatement
procesdings against the Gilobal Purmice mine. We're seeking thig order of abatement because they've
been in viotation of their permit conditions--primarily those related to dust mitigation--for years. There
have been scattsred periods of improvemant, but overalt, we've seen far more noncompliance than
compliance. if we're successful in pbtaining an order of abatement, they'll fikely have to shut down their
operations for a periog of time to install proper dust control, purchase functional water trucks, etc.

Timing-wise, we're hoping o fila the order of ahatemeant in eariy July. The hearing would occur befara the
District hearing buard, mayhe 4-B weeks after fiing. 'm ooping you guys in because | know that you aiso
regulate Giobal Pumics. I'm hdappy to chat before we finalize anything if you have any questions of
concearns or if there's any way we can collaborate to have this order nelp both of aur departments.

Best,
Grace

Grace Weitz

Deputy Alr Potiution Controt Officer

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Controi District
157 Short St.

Bishop, CA93514

Office; 760-872-8211 x233

Ceil: 760-920-9418



Attachment A
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapced.org

April 22, 2026

Thomas A. Hrubik, Operating Manager
Global Pumice, LLC

P.0.Box 174

Apple Valley, CA 92307

Re:  Notice of Violation (NOV) #1028, Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Flats Road, Olancha,
California

Tom Hrubik:

Notice of Violation (NOV) #1028 is being issued to Global Pumice by the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District (the District) for failure to control dust at the Global Pemice Mine in

Olancha, CA.

On April 20, 2026, Ann Logan, Air Pollution Control Officer for the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District (the District), observed a large plume of dust clearly originating from the
Global Punsice Mine while she was on and near California Highway 190, north of the mine. The
source of these emissions were later confirmed by review of the District’s Cartago 1 camera, which
showed emissions clearly leaving the mine site from at least 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm. These
emissions appeared io be on par with the worst emissions observed by cument District staff.

Review of the Cartago | camera for the first 3 weeks of April, 2026, showed 3 days with extremely
excessive dust emissions (4/10, 4/20 & 4/21). Nine other days had emissions that clearly left the
site (4/1, 413, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8, 4/11, 4/18_4/18, & 4/19). 5 more days had emissions that were clearly
visible, but it was difficult to confirm these emissions left the property (4/5, 4/9, 4/3, 4/16, and
4/18). Only 4 days (out of 21} showed probahle compliance with District rules for dust emissions

(4/2, 4/4, 4/13 and 4/14).

During communications around the end of last year, you and your staff indicated that a spray on
adhesive was going to be applied to the fines pile to prevent future emissions. Based upon
observations from the first 3 weeks of April, District staff concludes that the adhesive either has
not been applied yet, has heen applied inadequately, or is ineffective at controlling dust

emissions.

Address the dust emissions immediately, and provide the District with a written summary of both
on'uninu and futire dust snnnressian measures no later than Apnl 24, 2026,

Th

/

Tom >cnaniel
Air Quality Specialist

Enclosures: NOV #1028
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 935614-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org

NOTICE OF VIOLATION

_ -
{. General Information —J:Ng ]
Owiner or Operaior Name: Glebal Pumnice, LLC

Pramses of Operatfions Location: Glabal Pumice Mine, Cactus Flat Road

Contact: Tar Hrubik | ite: Presigent | PhoneNe: (760) 5593280
Mailing Address: P.Q. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA 92307

Email: thrubik@glebalpumice.com J GBUAPCD Penmit # ATC 1659-03-21, PTO 1659-00-13
ll. Vioiation

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT A VIOLATION OF STATE OR FEDERAL CODES, AND/OR OF GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AR
POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS HAS OCCURRED.

List of Code Sections, Rules or Regulations Violated:
District Rule 401 - Fugitive Dust; and ATC 1659-03-21, Conditions 5, and 8

SUCH VIQLATION(S) MAY BE PUNISHED AS MISDEMEANORS PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION
42400, OR CiviL. PENALTIES MAY BE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 42402

Description of Violation:

On Monday, April 20, 2026, from on and near California Highway 130, District staff observed
dust emissions from the Globaj Pumice Mine leaving the property and creating a sizable plume.
Review of a District Camera with a view of the mine ¢onflrmed that there were extremely
excessive dust emissions on April 20th that left the property for a period of hours. Upon review
of camera data for the first 3 weeks of April, extremely excessive dust emissions were observed
on 3 days (410, 4/20 & 4/21). Emissions that violated District Rule 401 and left the site were
visible on camera on 9 additional days of the 21 day period (41, 4/3, 4/6, 4/7, 418, 4/11, 4/15, 4/18,
& 4{19). Dust emissions on 5 more days (45, 4/9, 4/12, 4/16, & 4/17) were visible from the
camera, but it was difficult to conclusively determine if the dust left the property on these days.

THE ABOVE VIOLATION MUST BE CORRECTED BY THE FOLLOWING DATE: _Immediately o/ aoe RespoND T0 THE
DISTRICT IN WRITING WITH A FULL OESCRIPTION OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO END THE STATE GF VIGLATION AND
PREVENT IT§ RECURRENCE. YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER LEGAL ACTION.

M. Conditions
—_—
Date Violation Observed: April 20, 2026 | Location{s) of Observer: North of site, on and near CA 190

7
Wird Speed {mph): 20-30 ry ..o, SSE ' Temperature: 7§  °F ‘ Clo
Source Astively Emitiing at time of Qbservation: Yes DNO } VEE Con
V. Notification

Notics |ssued By: Tom Schaniel Signature:
Dale Issued: April 22, 2026 l Issued Wia: DHand Delivered Ernau Ly Juertied Mai | Lert#: $5as 0710 sz 3476 6577 ds
=

NOV Form: Revised 37200
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Ryan Smith-StandricLE

Thomas Hrubik <thrubik@globalpumice.com>

From:

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:23 AM

To: Ryan Smith-Standridge

Cc: isellcat@yahoo.com

Subject: Re: Response Required ~ Olancha Plant Mine Compliance

Ryan, I sent you an email response last night about 6 PM. Please confirm receipt.

Tom Hrubik
Global Pumice

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 10, 2025, at 10:18 AM, Ryan Smith-Standridge <rstandridge@inyocounty.us>
wrote:

Dear Tom,
This is a follow-up regarding the Olancha Plant Mine (Mine |D #981-14-0003). As noted in priot

correspondence and inspections, there are outstanding compliance issues that must be
addressed under your Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan.

You are required to provide a written response, by mail or email, no later than September 15,
2025. Your response should detail how and when you will bring the Qlancha Plant inte compliance.
If we do not receive your response by this deadline, the County will have no choice but to proceed
to a formal hearing before the Planning Commission. At that hearing, the Commissian may
consider actions up to and including suspension or revocation of the permit, which would require
immediate shutdown of all operations at the Olancha Plant.

We urge you to treat this matter as a priority and respond promptly to avoid further enforcement
agction.

Piease direct your written response to:

Inyo County Planning Department

P.Q.Drawer L

Independence, CA 93526

or via email to: [insert your email]

If you have any questions, contact me directly as soon as possible.

Best regards,

Ryan Standridge

Associate Planner / SMARA Lead

Inye County Planning Department

Ryan Standridge

Associate Planner/SMARA Coordinator
(760)878-0405

<image001.png>
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Inyo County . fanning Department Phone:

168 North Edwards Street

(760) 8780253
(760) 872-2705

Post Office Drawer L FAX: {760) 872-2712
independence, California 93526 E-Mail:  InyoPlanning@telis.org
August 5, 1998
NOTICE OF DECISTON
Nancy Garnett
Texas Industries, Inc qu 9
1341 Mockingbird Lane
Dallas, Texas 75247 pw
Fred Smalley
Pacific Custom Materials
P. 0. Box 192
Olancha, CA 63549
RE: Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4/Amended Conditional Use Permit #93-3/

Pacific Custom Materials

Dear Mr. Smalley:

On July 22, 1998, the Inyo Planning Commiission held a public hearing to consider your Amended
Conditional Use Permit 93-3/Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4/Cpacific Custom Materials Pumice
Mine located in Section 1, Township 208, Range 37E, (M. D.B.&M.), Approximately two miles
south of the community of Olancha and five miles west of Highway 395. The project is a request to
to expand the existing mine fiom a permitted 52 acres to 75 acres. This requires amending the
existing Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit, approved in 1993. A Conditional Use Permit
is needed because mining is a conditional use on private land zoned 0S40. A Reclamation Plan is
needed for this project to conform with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA)
and County Code. The operation is to mine or disturb an additional 23 acres and at the same time
reclaim porticns of the 52 acres previously disturbed. At the conclusion of mining the remaining
disturbed acreage will be reclaimed. Because of the nature of the mining, reclamation efforts must be
vigorous and in conjunction with mining. Mining will produce a maximum of 80,000 tens of pumice
per year. At the same time, a maximum of 40,000 tons of waste will be produced. The project will

last for ten years.

The Planning Commission approved your project based on the following findings:

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all written and verhal comments received, adopted the Mitigated
Negative Declaration of Environmental Trepact and certified the requirements of the California

Environmentat Quality Act have been satisfied.

[Evidence: In accordance with the requirements of the California Eyvironmental Quality Act, an
Initial Siudy and Draft Mitigared Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact were prepared

and circulated for public comment.]

Motice Decision BP 56-10
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B. Found the proposed amended reciamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of Chapter
7.70 (Mining & Reclamation) of Tnyo County Cade and State Mining Reciamation Act of 1976.

C. Found the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat to be greater than the standards
set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of the potential loss of native
vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code
requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee hefore this project is deemed “operative, vested, or final.”
The potential impact is greater than de minimus standard of section 711.4. Said $1,230.00 shall be
paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the Planning Department

(15 days after the reclamation plan approval).

[Evidence: The subject property has not been disturbed and contains native vegetation and
wildlife as documented by the photographic evidence. |

D. Found the proposed amended Reclamation Plan No, 334 and the amended Conditional Use
Permit No. 93-5/ Pacific Custom Materials is consistent with tbe Open Space — Natural
Resources designation in the Open Space and Conservation Element of the Inyo County General
Plan. Further find, based vpon substantial evidence in the record, the proposed amendments to
the Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit have little or no prohability to be detrimental
ta, or interfere with, the future adopted General Plan as provided by the State of California’s
Govemor’s Office of Planning and Research in its March 11, 1998, approval of the County’s
request for an extension of time to update its General Plan,

[Evidence: The proposed amendments to the Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are
consistent with the existing and proposed General Plan Designation of “Open Space — Natural

Resources.”}

E. Approve Amended Reclamation Plan Na.93-4/ CUP 93-5 /Pacific Custom Material with the
following conditions of approval:

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

Previous Conditions of Approval for RP 93-4 and CUP 93-5

1. All conditions of approval for Rectamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit 93-3 are
still in affect and valid. The following conditions are added to the conditions of approval for
Reclamation Plan 93-4 and CUP 93-5.

Timing of Mining and Reclamation
Mining the extension should be done in ten (10) years. Mining shall be completed by August

1, 2008. Reclamation earthwork is to proceed along with the mining and be completed
within one year after mining is complete. Vegetation performance standards need to be met
and will be met some time after the initial reclamation efforis take place. The operator may
obtain an extension by amending the reclamation plan and conditional use permir prior to
exceeding the 75 acres or 10 year mine life. This extension request must be by making
application 1o the Inyo County Planning Department and paying the necessary fees prior to

reaching either limit.

o
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Maps.
Existing maps are inadequate because they show disturbance off the proposed permitted area.

Within six months of approval, the operator shall redraw the maps to show proper contours
within the permitied areas. The map showing curmrent disturbance shall be redrawn to show
existing stockpiles, and proposed topsoil stockpiles. All maps shall be changed to show

disturbance only to the boundary line.

)

Mining and Reclamation

4. Due to the nature of this site and the problem with blowing dust, revegetation effonts must be
ongoing to the point that vegetation shall be established a3 an intermediate cover of annual
species to provide a ground cover that will prevent fugitive dust from leaving the site. This
intermediate cover shall not deter the establishment of native shrubs from growing and in
meeting the required final performance standards of the reclamation plans.

5. Revegetation of disturbed lands shall be pursued in a manner that will not allow total
disturbed acreage to go beyond 54 acres. Mining beyond 54 acres will not be allow until
reclamation and revegetation has occurred on matching acreage (acre reclaimed for acre
mined). Performance standards for this revegetation will be one-third the performance
standards in condition 16. Once this standard is met, additiona! mining may ocour. Financial
assurances will not be released on the reclaimed fand until the standards in condition 16 are

satisfied.

Salvage of Growth Media (Topseil)

6. The top six inches (6") of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be
disturbed. This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the active wotk site until final phase

reclamation.

7. After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be respread to a depth of six inches
over the recontoured pit. (See condition #10). 1t is obvious that not enough topsoil is
available to cover the existing pit. Mulch will be used on the remainder of the pit.

Erosion Cortro!
8. Pit slopes shall be cantoured to 2 minimum of 3.1 (H: V). These slopes shall be  established

during times of intermittent cperation, when the interim management plan is in affect, and
during final reclamaticn.

Earthwork
9. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into the roadway

after scarification.

Noxigus Weed Control
10 During mining aad reclamation activitias and during idle periods noxious weeds shall be

controlled on site.

Removal of Equipment

11. At the conclusion of mining all equipment, including scrap material, waste, and other mining
debris shall be removed from site.

Notice Decision RP 96-10 3
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Seed Sources and Mixtures
12. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or ngar the site. If sufficient seed is not

available, it may be purchased. A seed mix of plant species in the Mojave Creosote Bush
Serub plant community shall be used. Below is the recommended seed mix:

Scientific Name Common Name Pounds of Live Seed
Pounds/acre
PERENNIALS
(Larrea tridentaty) Creosote bush 1
(Hymenoclea Salsola) Cheese bush 2
{Atriplex hymenelvtra) Desert holly 2
(Atriplex canescens) Four-winged Saltbush 3
{Atrinlex confertifolia) Shadscale 2
(Ephedra nevadensis) Mormon tea 2
{Krascheninnikovia lanata) Winter fat 2
{Achnatherum hymenoides) Indian rice-grass 2
ANNUALS
{Lepidium fremontii) Fremont peppergrass 2
(Sphaeraicea ambiqua) Desert mallow 2
(Eriogonum inflatum) Desert Trumpet 2
(Plantago insularis) Wooly Plantain 2
(Amisnckia intermedial) Fiddleneck 2
Total pounds live seed per acre 26

This is an extensive list that should allow somne fast growth to help with erosion control

These native species may only be obtained from seed stock found within fifty miles of the borrow site
and within the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community. If purchased, the seed shall be
certified originating fifty miles from the Mine. Reseeding shall take place during the fall,

Decompaction
13. Prior to seeding the area to he seeded shall be decompacted to a depth of two feet. This shall

occur within one week prior to seeding.

Revegetation Methods

14. After scarification, the approved seed mix shall be broadcast and then mixed into the top one-
haif inch (42“) of the substrate by either raking or dragging a chain across the seedbed. This
shall be done perpendicular to the slope of the pit. Decompaction and seeding shall be done
within a week of each other and in late October to mid November.

Revegetation Performance Standard

15. Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete uatil vegetative density reaches 20
percent (number of plants per unit area} compared to the surrounding undisturbed tand. The
site shall have a 50 percent diversity (species richness) of the perennial species compared to
the surrounding undisturbed land. New perennial species shall be at least two years old
before considered viable plants. This shall be verified based upon visual calculatiens and
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substantiated by past photographs of the site including off site photographs of the surrounding
undisturbed lands.

Monitoring
16. From initial seeding, the project shall be monitored until performance standards are met.

Remedial measures may be implemented any time to insure revegetation success, For the first
two years, monitoring shall be perforraed twice 4 year,

Remedial Measures
17. If it appears the site will not meet the performance standard, the applicant shall consuit with

the Planning Department for recommendations on remedial measures. The remedial measures
listed below shall be considered if reclamation problems are observed during annual

momhtoring:

Mulching and/or fertilizing to supplement growth media;

Reseeding:

Irrigation;

Planting of appropriate plants and protection of these plants.

If irrigation is used the plants must make it on their own for two years.

Analysis of soil for problems;
Measures to reduce pest problems, including fencing individual piants.

o a0 o

Mulching
18. A mulch of native vegetative material and straw shall be applied at a rate of 1000 Ibs. per acre

imto the seeding program, This muich shall be crimped imto the slope to provide both wind
and water erosion control and seed holding. This will enhance revegetation.

Reporting and Annual Inspections

19. Each vear the applicant shall file an annual mining report with the State. These reports shall
be filed unt! financial assurances are released. Moritoring activities will continue until the
County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. In accordance with SMARA
Section 2774 (b), Inyo County as the Lead Agency shall inspect the site and file annual
inspection reports with the State.

Reclamation Respoosibility Statement

20. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Inyo County Planaing Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming {ands as per the conditions specific herein.

Fingneial Assurances .
21. The total financial assurances required for this operation is $85,932.00. Financia! assurances

shall be posted with the Inyo County Plaoning Department. Said assurances shall be made
payable to the County of Inyo and the Department of Conservation.

Financial Assurance Recalculation
22. Financial assurances shail be recalculated each year in accordance with Section 2773.1(2)(3)

of SMARA and Inyo County Code This shall occur at the time of annual inspection.
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Release of Financial Assurances
23. As required reclemation standards are achieved, that portion of financial assurances covering

the completed activity may be refeased. The remainder of fnancial assurances covering
revegetation and monitoring shall not be released until the revegetation performance standards

are met.

Implementation of Reclamation Plan

24. Once any portion of this Reclamation Plan is implernented by commencing of mining, all of
its conditions and limitations shall be operative, and violation of any part shall constitute a
violation of this reclamation plae and Chapter 7.70 of Inya County Code.

Hold Harmless
25. The applicant, and operator shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County, its

agents, officers and employees from any ¢laim, action, or proceeding against the County, its
agents, officers and employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul any approval of the County,
its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or its legislative body soncerning Amended Reclamation
Plan No. 93-4 Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/ Pacific Custom Material.

Sincerely,

Codtl Lignn

Earl H. Gann
Mine Reclamation Planner
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Inyo County P, !ning Department Phane:  (760) B7B-0263
168 North Edwards Street
Post Office Drawer L

Independence, California 93526

(760) 872.2706
FAX: (760) 872-2712
E-Mail:  InyoPlanning@telis.org

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT

AGENDA

ITEM NO: 8

MEETING DATE: July 22, 1998

SUBJECT: Amended Reclamation Plan # 93-4/Conditional Use Permit # 93-5
Pacific Custom Materials

SUPERVISORIAL

DISTRICT: Fifth

APPLICATION:  Pacific Custom Materials/ Amended Reclamation Plan 93-4/ Amended
Conditional Use Permit 93-3
APPLICANT: Pacific Custom Materials
715 No. Glendale Avenue, Suite # 101
Glendale, California 91203
(818) 240-5160
LANDOWNER: Ely Trust
Box 90960
Santa Barbara, CA 93190
(805) 569-2303
LOCATION: The project is located approximately two miles south of the Community of
Olancha, and five miles east on Cactus Flat Road in Section 1, Township 208,

Range 37E, (MDB&M).

A.PN.: 33-200-01

ZONING: 08-40 (Open Space - 40 acres migimum).

GENERAL PLAN: “Open Space-Natural Resources”.

SITE SIZE: 75 acres.

PROPOSAL: The proposal is a request to amend the existing Rectamation Plan and

Conditional Use Permit 1o allow for expansion of the existing mine from 52
acres to 75 acres. The proposal is to also reclaim the mine in phases and at the
end of mining. Mine life will be extended ten years.

PROJECT
PLANNER: Earl H. Gann, Mine Reclamation Planner.
Pacific Custom 1
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project is to expand the existing mine from a permitted 52 acres to 75 acres. This requires amending

the existing Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit, approved in 1993. A Conditional Use
Permit is needed because mining is & conditional use on private land zoned 0S-40. A Reclamation
Plan is needed for this project to conform with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975
{(SMARA) and County Code. The operation is to mine or disturb an additional 23 acres and at the
same time reclaim portions of the 52 acres previously disturbed. At the conclusion of mining the
remaining disturbed acreage will be reclaimed. Because of the nature of the mining, reclamation
efforts must be vigorous and in conjunction with mining. Mining will produce a maximum of 80,000
tons of pumice per year. At the same time, a maximum of 40,000 tons of waste will be produced.

The project will last for ten years.
SUBJECT PROPERTY AND SURROUNDING LAND USES:

Surrounding land uses are all vacant and zoned as follows:

Land Owner Land Use Zoning
North BLM Open Space 08-40
South Private Open Space 08-40
East Private Open Space 0540
West State Lands Open Space 0§-40

Reclamation Plan {As submitted by the Applicant, writtep in different font)

Reclamation of the site will be implemented according to the reclamation plan discussed below.
This reclamation pian outlines typical reclamation treatments and site spectfic techniques required to
reclaim the site.
Upon completion of quarrying operations in a given area, reclamation activities will begin. Areas of disturbance
are scarified. Stockpiled fines are used as backfill: a course agaregate is placed over the finer material to
minimize wind erosion and fugifive dust emissions. if available, overburden and or topsoil are 1o be used as
final cover materials o enhance revegetation eflorts,
After disturbed areas have been recontorued and the coarse aggregate has been applied, a seed mixture is
broadcast over the disturbed area. The seed mixiure is comprised of the following native species (Common
names);

Indian Ricegrass

Desert Globe Mallow

Red Brome Grass

Cheesebush

Fourwing Saltbush

Desert Spinach

Burrobush

Shadscale

Cresote

Desert Senna

Pacific Custom 2
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Disking would not be applicable for seed application purposes; fines would be exposed to wind erosion.
Application by hand is a more suitable method for applying the seed mix to the disturbed area. Seed will be
applied by a person standing upwind of the disturbed area during moderate wind conditions, Seads will falf
between the coarser matenal and be protected from the wind.

Pianting will occur flom October through November, as most of the seeds require stratification. Grasses will
germinate in early spring. Germination of shrubs will folfow as temperatures in the spring increase. This
process will be employed for ongoing as weli as tlosure reclamation efforts. Test plots have been established,
in addition to the areas reclaimed as part of the phased reclamation program, to monitor revegetation

techniques.
Operating procedures prohibit any activities in an area once the area has been seeded. This maximizes

revegetation efforts and helps minimize fugitive emissions.
The pumice material when wet crusts over and does not blow in the wind; however, ractamation activities
include monitoring for erosion. If erosion is evident, additional revegetation and other drainage control
measures can be employed o minimize erosion.
Upon completion of all mining activities the quarry will be regraded. The southwest facing headwall will be
reduced fo a 3to 1 slope. This will be accomplished by pushing material off the high wall from above with a DS
Dozer. The southwest side of the main stockpile will be rounded off. Material will be pushed down and used as
fill for the lower levels. Remaining disturbed areas will be regraded in accordance with the approved final
contour map. The existing contour map and proposed final contour map have been submitted a part of this
Surface Mining and Reclamation Plan Apptication.

Removal of Equipment
There are no permanent structures located an the property, with the exception of pre-cast concrete blocks
supporting the portable truck scale. All other equipment whether currently in use or proposed is femporary. The
cument reclamation plan requires that all structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris be
removed from this site within three months of closure,
Once the fruck scale has been removed from the pre-cast concrete blocks, the pre-¢ast concrete blocks will be
dismantled and removed from the site. The blocks will either be used at another facility or recycled.
All processing equipment will be loaded on Tucks with a front-loader and transported to either anther facility or to
a metal recycling facility in Bakersfield, Califomnia.
The area will be inspected to ensure all materials, equipment, trash, and debris are removed from the property.

Monitoring

Upon completion of mining and recfamation activities, monitoring will be performed once every six months to
ensure the success of reclamation efforts.

STAFF ANALYSIS:

The Planning Commission approved Reclamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use permit 93-5 on
March 23, 1994, with conditions of approval. An Initia] Study and drafi Negative Declaration was
circulated for review before approval. The Planning Commission certified the Negative Declaration

at the time of Reclamation Plan approval.

A Conditional Use Permit is needed because mining is a conditional use on private land zoned QS-
40. A Reclamation Plan is needed for this project to conform with the Surface Mining and

Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) and County Code.

Planning Department Staff has reviewed the certified Negative Declaration, approved Reclamation
Plan and Conditional Use Permit and have determined that the proposed changes in the operation, an
additional 23 acres of disturbance, require an additional Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The
Amended Conditional Use Permit and Amended Reclamation Plan, with the conditions of approval,
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can accomplish the required reclamation under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 and
the requirements of Chapter 7.70 of County Code (Inyo County Mine Reclamation Ordinance).

The reclamation plan as written is not specific in detail. Because of the lack of topsoil, a muich or
fertilizer will be needed to augment the proposed growth media. Preparation of the site to receive the
seeds is not addressed. A seed mix is suggested, however, specific amount of seeds per species per
acre 1s not listed. Reclamation should create microsites by imprinting and scattering of larger rocks
on the site prior to seeding. Specific actions need to be taken during mining to assure successful
revegetation. These steps will be outlined in the conditions of approval for the reclamation plan and
counditional use permit. Performance standards are not listed in the proposed reclamation plan.

Specific conditions and performance standards will be listed in the conditions of approval for the Use
Permit and Reclamation Plan at the end of this document.

The operator must be cognizant of the lack of revegetation success over the past five years. They
must also be aware of the problem of blowing dust at this site. This site is highly visible from
Highway 395. Although, tbe County has received no formal complaints over the blowing dust many
informal complaints or questions have been brought to the County’s attention over the blowing dust
at the site. Regardless of the permit to operate issued by Great Basin, the County as Lead Agency
needs to address this problem. The hest way is to condition the mine and require the mine to reclaim,
by revegetation past disturbed areas in a vigorous manner. The best way to do this is to condition
new mining disturbance on reclamation and revegetation. In 1993, the operator indicated that two
acres would be reclaimed each year. This may have been done. However, no revegetation has been
established on these reclaimed areas. This is the crux of the problem. The more acreage disturbed,
the more a visual problem exists. Revegetation success must precede future disturbance. An
additional two acres can be disturbed now but no further acreage can be disturbed until revegetation
success is established on at least two acres. The performance standards for this need not be as high as
for the release of financial assurances. This revegetation effort obviously cannot take place until the
final earthwork has taken place. The performance standards for this intermediate revegetation
requirement shall be one-third the final revegetation standards.

These specific items will be listed in the conditions of approval. Because of the lack of revegetation
during the period of the last reclamation plan (five years), the plan will have specific reclamation
performance standards tied to the conditional use permit. Mine production will be directly related to
reclamation performance on mined out lands, Strict standards for dust control must be adhered to

allow continue mining.

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION - OFFICE OF MINE RECLAMATION (OMR)
COMMENTS:

Pursuant to the State Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA), Inyo County has submitted the
Reclamation Plan to OMR for a 30-day review and comment period on April 30, 1997.

Inyo County has reviewed OMR’s comments (see attached) and prepared the following written
responses to address the issues. Most of OMR’s comments have been incorporated into the
Reclamation Plan; many were incorporated prior to the receipt of comments on May 26, 1998,
Comments were due May 22, 1998. Planning requested OMR personne] visit tbe site prior to
submitting comments. This is the reason comments were late.

Pacific Custom 4
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Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998

L. The maps with the 1993 plan show facilities areas and stockpiles in the central area of the
mine. The maps with the 1998 plan show the mining and reclamation of the expansion area.
We recommend that the current locations of stockpiles be shown on the December 1997 plot
plan. In addition, we recommend that the following features be shown on the current map:
revegetation test plot area, topsoil stockpiles, overburden stockpiles, the pit area being
backfilled with fines, and the 11 acres that have been seeded.

In order to be able to monitor compliance with the reclamation plan, the final contour map
should be changed so that the existing contours tie in to the proposed final contours. More
specifically, most of the final contours in the northern 1/3 of the site map do not tie to the
existing contours, Further, the final reclamation map shows grading off site along the
northern boundary. The reclamation plan should be augmented to explain this discrepancy.

County of Inyo Response June 8, 1998

I County Staff concurs. The stockpiles, waste piles, and current areas of revegetation
need to be shown on the maps. A Condition of Approval will require these maps to be
fortbcoming within one year of approval. A final contour map will also be required

within one year.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998

2. Top soil was not salvaged when this site was mine originally. Based on our field
observations, the pumice deposit is overlain by a thick layer of gray-brown soil that is not
currently being salvaged. We recommend a two-phased soil salvage program:

a  Salvage and stockpile the upper six to eight inches of soil (growth media) with
vegetation, and

b. Salvage and stockpile the remaining brown soil (subsoil).

Topsoil contains seed and beneficial microorganisms that will greatly enhance the revegetation effort.
The brown subsoil should be stockpiled separately from the growth media. The stockpiles should be
identified on plan maps and flagged in the field to prevent their inadvertent removal. These stockpiles

will require mulching to control erosion by the winds.

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

2. County Staff concurs. Topsoil has not been salvaged in the past. Part of the problem
is that using the brown subsoil would require additional disturbance. The growth
media on the new disturbance shall be salvaged. Any material that can be used as soil
sbould be used to promote revegetation and dust control.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998

3 Decompaction and substrate preparation will be necessary to achieve revegetation success and
to blend the site with surrounding terrain. The final soil surface should be left in a roughened

condition,

e Agdiscussed in the field, final grading should create terrain similar to that of adjacent
undisturbed areas.
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* Compacted areas of the site should be ripped to a depth of two to three feet prior to being
graded.

e Spread white-colored fines over the site, followed by the brown subsoil. The brown
subsoil should not be ripped or blended with the substrate. It will mask the white pumice
and visually blend the color of the substrate with surrounding material.

e Apply stockpiled topsoil to the surface of the brown subsoil.

* A straw or reck mulch can be used to control erosion. If rock us used, it should be
approximate the amount of rock cover observed in the expansion area. QOversized material
at the site can be used for mulch or crushed to achieve a coarse gravel (2" to 3”). Straw
can be applied at 1000, to 2000 pounds per acre and punched into the substrate.

County of Inyo Respanse June 1, 1998

3. County Staff Concurs. The statements listed above will be used as conditions of
approval for this Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit. Mining needs to be
tied to reclamation on this site. From 1993 to 1998 no reclamation has been
accomplished. They were required to reclaim 2 acres per year. Contouring has been
done but revegetation has not occurred. This site will require exceptional effort to

accomplish revegetation.

OfTice of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1993

4, Soit salvaged from the expansion area could be used to resoil the entire site to a depth of two
inches. Altematively, soil can be reapplied to a depth of six inches to 25 acres of the site.
Brown subsoil can be amended to approxirnate native topsoil. Soil amendment should be
based on the results of soil tests. Since native plants will be used, it will be important to
compare the subsoil {o undisturbed native soi.

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998
4. County Staff concurs. There might be a little extra soil or subsoil available that could

be used to help resoi! the entire area. However, soil amendment will be needed to
establish vegetation on the entire site. The brown subsoil if it can be used needs to be
tested as well as the fines that will need to be used as soil on this site.

OfTice of Mine Reclamation Comment Mav 26, 1998

5. The 1993 reclamation plan proposed to allow the site to revegetate naturally while the 1998
propaoses to seed the site. Based on our field observations, natural revegetation is not a viable
alternative for this site. Although some species have reestablished in disturbed areas of the
mine, the rate of establishment is low. Natural revegetation could take 20 or more years to

satisfy revegetation performance standards.

Seed should be applied to the entire disturbed area, including the 11 acres that were seeded
previously. The seed mix included in the 1998 plan contains a diversity of species suitable for
site revegetation. Red brome (Bromus rubens) should be removed from the mix. It is not
native and is invasive. Desert senna (Senna armata) and for-winged saltbush (Atriplex
canescens) were not observed during our visit. These species should be removed from the
seed mix if they do not occur within the project area.

Pacific Custom 6
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e We recommend that the following species be added to the mix:

Indian rice-grass Achnatherum hymenoides
Mormon tea Ephedra sp.

Desert trumpet Eriogormum inflatum
Winterfat Krascheninnikovia lanata
Fremont peppergrass Lepidium fremontii
Prince’s plume Stanleya pinnata

¢ The following can be used for erosion control:

-Annua! burrobush Ambrosia acanthicarpa
Fiddleneck Amisnckia imtermedial

Aimsinckia tesseilata
Desert Trumpet Eriogonum inflatum
Desert globe maliow Sphaeralcea ambigua
Desert plantain Plantago erecta

County of Invo Response June 1. 1998

5. County Staff concurs. The above suggestions for revegetation seed mix will be made
stated as a conditional of approval.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment Mav 26, 1998
6. The reclamation plan should state the total amount of seed to be applied per acre and list

application rates for each species. The application rate should be based on pure live seed.
The total seed rate should be approximately 15 to 18 pounds per acre for revegetation. A
higher application rate is appropriate for erosion control. This information will also be
needed to calculate seed costs for financial assurances,

Caounty of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

6. County Staff Concurs. The conditions of approval shall list a2 pounds per acre of live
seed to be used on this site. The seed cost is essential for calculating financial

assurances.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26. 1998

7. We disagree with the proposal to spread seed by hand during days of moderate wind. It is not
possible to control seed application under such conditions and much seed will be lost. Seed
should be applied early in the day before winds commence to ensure uniform distribution.
Seed can be applied by hand and raked, or drill seeder to incorporate seed into the substrate.
If straw mulch is used, seed should be applied after straw is punched into the substrate.

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

7. County Staff concurs. Seeding may require several different methods to accomplish
the revegetation required. We don’t know if uniform seed application is necessary.
However, the idea of hand spreading in a moderate wind is not a good idea. It must

Pacific Custom 7
Amended RP 934 CUP 93-5



Attachment A

also be noted that more than one application of seed may be required to accomplish
the performance standards.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998

8. The applicant has set up a test plot at the site. This site has apparently been seeded although
little vegetation has established. The exception is that numerous perennial grass seedlings,
probably Indian rice grass, are growing in this area. We recommend that the test plot be
modified to test a range of possible soil and seed treatments using salvaged growth media and
amended subsoil. As stated above, any soil amendments should be based on a soils test. The
test plot area can be divided into subplots to assess the most successful revegetation
treatment(s). These treatments could include:

Resoiling Test Plots
CONTROL: subsoil + no seed + rock mulch (= natural revegetation)
ROCK: resoil + seed + rock mulch
STRAW: resoil + seed + straw mulch
ROCK + ORGANIC: resoil + seed + organic material + rock mulch
FERTILIZER: resoil + slow release fertilizer + seed + rock mulch
FERTILIZER + STRAW: resoil + slow release fertilizer + seed + straw mulch

Subsoil Test Plots
CONTROL: subsoil + no seed + rock mulch
ROCK: subsoil + seed + rock mulch
STRAW:; subsoil + seed + straw mulch
ROCK + ORGANIC: subsoil + seed + organic material + rock mulch
FERTILIZER: subsoil + slow release fertilizer + seed + rock mulch
FERTILIZER + STRAW: subsoil + slow release fertilizer + seed + straw mulch

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

8. County Staff concurs. Test plots are a good idea and need to be done when time and
resources allow different methods to be tested. However, the twelve suggested test
plots will give data only for future use, This mine does not have the time to explore
the twelve different methods listed in the suggestion above. However, they should try
several methods that have & definite chance of providing vegetative cover quickly.
The control plots are not needed because past experience has been shown that doing
nothing at this site produces nothing. The test plot that has been tried (seeding alone)
has produced scant cover, The method of straw mulch plus seed should be tried and a
test plot with fertilizer combined with the mulch should be tried. Testing the soil and
pumice should give the indication what needs to be added to insure proper growth.
The use of tbe subsoil may help. However, this may call for additional acreage of
disturbance. The areas where the hrown topsoil occurs needs to be identified on the
maps in relation to the ore body. Extra irrigation sometimes allows weedy species to
become established. It is felt that this option should be explored to establish

vegetation on site.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998

9. ‘We observed evidence of herbivory at the site. It may be necessary to fence the site if grazing
appears to threaten the revegetation effort.
Pacific Custom 8
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County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

9. County Staff concurs. Most herbivory that has occurred on this site has been in the
past. There is no evidence that grazing is allowed at the present time. If grazing is
allpwed on surrounding land, a fence will be necessary to protect newly planted
seedlings. Fencing the site should not be a priority.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998

10.  CCR Section 3705(a) requires that the vegetative cover, suitable to end use, be self-sustaining
and that baseline studies documenting cover, density and spectes richness be included in the
reclamation plan, Baseline parameters and revegetation performance standards are not

provided in the plan.

Perennial plant cover and density can be obtained in the field or with an aerial photograph. A
determination of species richness will require field assessment. Performance standards can
then be stated as a percentage of baseline to be achieved after a specific monitoring period.
Based on our field observations, undisturbed plant cover ranges from 30% to 50%. The cover
value should be verified by the applicant. Perennial species richness is approximately 25
species(based on biological report). We also recommend that monitoring be by transect or
similar method. Visual assessment alone can result in biased data.

County of Inve Response June 1, 1998

10.  County Staff concurs. Performance standards will be established in the conditions of
approval. These performance standards will have elements of cover, species riches
and density. Financial assurances will not be released until these performance

standards are met.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998
11.  Inaddition to providing technical assistance and review of reclamation plans, the Office of

Mine Reclamation is authorized to review cost estimates prior 1o lead agency approval of the
financial assurance for the reclamation per SMARA Section 2773.1. It is difficult 1o
accurately assess cost for revegetation when information relating to the seed application rate
has not been provided. Other revegetation costs include soil salvage and reapplication, mulch
application, and fencing or other plant protection. The financial assurances for revegetation

should be based on the entire 75 acres of the site.

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

11.  County Staff concurs. When a Conditional Use Permit and or 2 Reclamation Plan are
revisited the entire project is revisited. The performance standards and all conditions
of approval apply to the entire site. SMARA regulations requires financial assurances
be calculated on current disturbance. As disturbance increases, financial assurances
may increase. This increase will be based on additional disturbance, inflation, and
reclamation accomplished. Financial assurances will not be released until performance

standards are met.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 26, 1998
12. Tbe Financial Assurance Guidelines adopted by the State Mining and Geology Board

recommend tbat when reviewing financial assurance estimates, lead agencies should assume a
“worse case” scenario. Therefore, the estimate should reflect the costs of the lead agency ora

Pacific Custom 9
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third party contractor completing reclamation of the site and not the operator’s costs. The
financial assurance mechanism must incfude both the lead agency and the Department of
Conservation as obligees. To Be acceptable it should read: “Inyo County or the Depariment
of Consarvation”. The operator should not be listed as an obligee. Please forward a copy of
the approved financial assurance mechanism to this office once it has been established with

yOur agency.

County of Inyo Response June 1, 1998

12, County Staff concurs. No comment.

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES:
Financial assurances are required 10 assure enough funds are available to reclaim a ming if the

operator does not do the reclamation to the standards prescribed by the reclamation plan. These
funds are not to be used by the operator but by the lead agency or state if the reclamation is not
accomplished by the operator. Because neither the state nor lead agency can use taxpayer money to
do the reclamation. It is essential the financial assurances are adequate to meet the requirements of

SMARA.

The applicant first calculated financial assurances for this mine at $40,812 .00. Staff suggested a
recalculation of financial assurances to reflect a more reasonable cost estimate. This has been done
and has been raised to $82,633.00. Staff's review of these calculations suggests an adjustment to
$85,932.00 to reflect a few minor errors in compilation of the totals. The applicant agrees to this
revised number. The applicant has a performance bond for $30,000.00 posted with the county at the
present time. An adjustment must be made in this bond amount {o bring the total to the required
$85,932.00. This total shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Department. Said assurances
shall be made payable to the County of Inyo and the California Department of Conservation (see
condition No.22). Financial assurances can be adjusted each year at the time of the annual inspection
to adjust for inflation increased area of disturbance and land reclaimed.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:
An Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration were prepared and circulated for this

project pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). To date,
the only comments received have been the comments from the Office of Mine Reclamation. The

coriment period ended June 26, 1998.

PUBLIC NOTICE:
Natice of this public hearing has been published in the Znyo Register and mailed to all property

owners within 300 feet of the subject property. To date, no comments have been received.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve Amended Reclamation Plan # 93-4/Amended

Conditional Use Permit $3-5/ Pacific Custom Materials Pumice Mine by taking the following actions:

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all written and verbal comments received, adopt the Mitigated
Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and certify the requirements of the California
Eavironmental Quality Act have been satisfied.

Pacific Custorn 10
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[Evidence: [n accordamce with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, an
Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact were prepared
and circulated for public comment.]

B. Find the proposed amended reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of Chapter
7.70 (Mining & Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and State Mining Reclamation Act of 1976.

C. Find the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat to be greater than the standards set
by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of the potential loss of native
vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code
requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this project is deerned “operative, vested, or final.”
The potential impact is greater than de minimus standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250.00 shall be
paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the Plaaning Department

(15 days after the reclamation plan approval).

[Evidence: The subject property has not been disturbed and contains native vegetation and
wildlife as documented by the photographic evidence. ]

D. Find the proposed amended Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and the amended Conditional Use Permit
No. 93-5/ Pacific Custom Materials is consistent with the Open Space - Natural Resources
designation in the Open Space and Conservation Element of the Inyo Couaty General Plan.
Further find, based upon substantial evidence in the record, the proposed amendments to the
Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit have little or no probability to be detrimental to, or
interfere with, the future adopted General Plan as provided by the State of California’s
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research in its March 11, 1998 approval of the County’s
request for an extension of time to update its General Plan,

[Evidence: The proposed amendments to the Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are
consistent with the existing and proposed General Plan Desigmation of "Open Space — Natural

Resources.”]

E. Approve Amended Reclamation Plan No.93-4/ CUP 93-5 /Pacific Custom Material with the
following conditions of approval:

CONDITIONS OF APFROVAL:

Previous Conditions of Approval for RP 93-4 and CUP 93-5

1. All conditions of approval for Reclamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit 93-5 are
still in affect and valid, The following conditions are added to the conditions of approval for

Reclamation Plan 93-4 and CUP 93-5.

Timing of Mining and Reclamation

2. Mining the extension should be done in ten (10) years. Mining shall be completed by August
1, 2008. Reclamation earthwork is to proceed along with the mining and be completed
within one year after mining is complete. Vegetation performance standards need to be met
and will be met some time after the initial reclamation efforts take place. The operator may
obtain an extension by amending the reclamation plan and conditional use permit prior to
exceeding the 75 acres or 10 year mine life. This extension request must be by making

Pacific Custom 11
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application to the Inyo County Planning Department and paying the necessary fees prior to
reaching either limit.

Maps.
3. Existing maps are inadequate because they show disturbance off the proposed permitted area.

Within six months of approval, the operator shall redraw the maps to show proper contours
within the permitted areas. The map showing current disturbance shall be redrawn to show
existing stockpiles, and proposed topsoil stockpiles. All maps shall be changed to show

disturbance only to the boundary line.

Mining and Reclamation

4. Due to the nature of this site and the problem with blowing dust, revegetation efforts must be
ongoing to the point that vegetation shall be established as an intermediate cover of annual
species to provide a ground cover that will prevent fugitive cust from leaving the site, This
intermediate cover shall not deter the establishment of native shrubs from growing and in
meeting the required final performance standards of the reclamation plans.

5. Revegetation of disturbed lands shall be pursued in a manner that will not allow total
disturbed acreage to go beyond 54 acres. Mining beyond 54 acres will not be allow until
reclamation and revegetation has occurred on matching acreage (acre reclaimed for acre
mined). Performance standards for this revegetation will be one-third the performance
standards in condition 16. Once this standard is met, additional mining may occur. Financial
assurances will not be released on the reclaimed land until the standards in condition 16 are

satisfied,

Sailvage of Growth Media (Topsoil)
6. The top six inches (6”) of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be

disturbed. This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the active work site until final phase
reclamation.

7. After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be respread to a depth of six inches
over the recontoured pit. (See condition #10). It is obvious that not enough topsoil is
available to cover the existing pit. Mulch will be used on the remainder of the pit.

Erasion Control
8. Pit slopes shall be contoured to 2 minimum of 3:1 (H: V). These slopes shall be established

during times of intermittent operation, when the interim management plan is in affect, and
during final reclamation.

Earthwork
9. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into the roadway

after scarification.

Noxious Weed Control
10. During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds shall be

controlled on site.

Pacific Custom 12
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Removal of Equipment

11. At the conclusion of mining all equipment, including scrap material, waste, and other mining
debris shall be removed from site.

Seed Sources and Mixtures
12. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. If sufficient seed is not

available, it may be purchased. A seed mix of plant species in the Mojave Creosote Bush
Scrub plant community shall be used. Below is the recommended seed mix:

Scientific Name Common Name Pounds of Live Seed
Pounds/acre
PERENNIALS
(Larrea fridentata) Creosote bush 1
(Hymenoclea Salsola} Cheese bush 2
{(Atriplex hymenelyira) Desert holly 2
(Arriplex canescens) Four-winged Saltbush 3
(Atriplex confertifolia) Shadscale 2
{Ephedra nevadensis) Mormon tea 2
{Krascheninnikovia lanaia) Winter fat 2
(Achnatherum hymenoides) Indian rice-grass 2
ANNUALS
(Lepidium fremontii) Fremont peppergrass 2
(Sphaeralcea ambiqua) Desert mallow 2
(Eriagomum inflatum) Desert Trumpet 2
(Planiago insularis) Wooly Plantain 2
(Amisnckia intermedial) Fiddleneck 2
Total pounds live seed per acre 26

This is an extensive list that should allow some fast growth to help with erosion control.

These native species may only be obtained from seed stock found within fifty miles of the borrow site
and within the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community. If purchased, the seed shall be
certified originating fifty miles from the Mine. Reseeding shall take place during the fzil.

Decompaction
13. Prior to seeding the area to be seeded shall be decompacted to a depth of two feet. This shall

occur within one week prior to seeding.

Revegetation Methods

14. After scarification, the approved seed mix shall be broadcast and then mixed into the top one-
halfinch (14*) of the substrate by either raking or dragging a chain across the seedbed. This
shall be done perpendicular to the slope of the pit. Decompaction and seeding shall be done
within a week of each other and in late October to mid November.

Revegetation Performance Standard

15. Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete until vegetative density reaches 20
percent (number of plants per unit area) compared to the surrounding undisturbed land. The

Pacific Custom 13
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site shall have a 50 percent diversity (species richness) of the perennial species compared to
the surrounding undisturbed fand. New perennial species shall be at least two years old
before considered viable plants. This shall be verified based upon visual calculations and
substantiated by past photographs of the site including off site photographs of the surrounding

undisturbed, lands.

Monitoring
16. From initial seeding, the project shall be monitored until performance standards are met.

Remedial measures may be implemented any time to insure revegetation success. For the first
two years, monitoring shall be performed twice a year.

Remedial Measures
17. If it appears the site will not meet the performance standard, the applicant shall consult with

the Planning Department for recommendations on remedial measures. The remedial measures
listed below shall be considered if reclamation problems are observed during annual

monitoring:

Mulching and/or fertilizing to supplement growth media,

Reseeding:

Irrigation:

Planting of appropriate plants and protection of these plants.

If irrigation is used the plants must make it on their own for two years.
Analysis of soil for problems;

Measures to reduce pest problems, including fencing individual plants.

moapo o

Mulching
18. A muich of native vegetative material and straw shall be applied at a rate of 1000 Ibs. per acre

into the seeding program. This mulch shall be crimped into the slope to provide both wind
and water erosion contro] and seed holding. This will enhance revegetation.

Reporting and Apnnual Inspections

19. Each year the applicant shall file an annual mining report with the State. These reports shal)
be filed until financial assurances are released. Monitoring activities will continue until the
County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. In accordance with SMARA
Section 2774 (b), Inyo County as the Lead Agency shall inspect the site and file angual
inspection reports with the State.

Reclamation Responsibility Statement

20. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Inyo County Planning Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming lands as per the conditions specific herein.

Financial Assurances
21. The total financial assurances required for this operation is $85,932.00. Financial assurances

shall be posted with the Inyo County Plarming Department. Said assurances shall be made
payable to the County of Inyo and the Department of Conservation,

Financial Assurance Recalculation
22. Financial assurances shall be recalculated each year in accordance with Section 2773.1(a)(3)

of SMARA and Inyo County Code. This shall occur at the time of annual inspection.

Pacific Custam 14
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Release of Financial Assurances
23. As required reclamation standards are achieved, that portion of financial assurances covering

the completed activity may be released. The remainder of financial assurances covering
revegetatign and monitoring shall not be released until the revegetation performance standards

are met.

Implementation of Reclamation Plan

24. Once any portion of this Reclamation Plan is implemented by commencing of mining, all of
its conditions and limitations shall be operative, and violation of any part shall constitute a
violation of this reclamation plan and Chapter 7.70 of Inyo Couaty Code.

Hold Harmless
25. The applicant, and operator shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County, its

agents, officers and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against the County, its
agents, officers and employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul any approval of the County,
its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or its legislative body concerning Amended Reclamation
Plan No. 93-4 Amended Conditional Use Permit 93-5/ Pacific Custom Material.

Attachments: Vicinity Map
Office of Mine Reclamation comments

Date Reviewers Initials

Project Plannet

Review Plannar

Planning Direclor

Saemlary
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Ryan Smith-Standridge

From: Tom Schaniel <tschaniel@gbuapcd.org>

Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 12:03 PM

To: Thomas Hrubik; Petelski Rick

Ce: Grace Weitz; Ann Logan; Luke Eisenhardt; Tori DeHaven; Ryan Smith-Standridge; Taylor,

Ashley@Waterboards; Steinert, Tiffany@Waterboards; Lindberg, Jef@ARB; Mooy,
Cori@ARB; Kim, Christopher@ARB
Subject: Notices of Violation #1023 & #1024, Global Pumice Mine, Olancha, California
Attachments: 2025-08-06 Cover Latter to Accompany NOVs and Inspection Repart - FINALpdf;
2025-08-06 Global Pumice - NOV #1023 - Dust - Static,pdf; 2025-08-06 Global Pumice -
NOV #1024 - Engine - Static.pdf; 2025-07-30 Global Pumice - Inspection - #2787 -

Static.pdf

Tom Hrubik and Rick Petelski,

Please find attached a cover letter, that is then accompanied by the two subject Notice of Violations
(NOV's), as well as the inspection repart from our July 30, 2025 inspection.

The matters observed on July 30th were significant, especially given the history of the mine to this point,
and therefore the District expects your immediate attention to these NOV's and the reguirements spelled
out in the cover letter. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me or Grace Weitz, Deputy Air

Pollution Control Officer for the District.

Two other brief matters.

Notice to Comply (NTC) #2007, that was issued on November 17, 2023, and which addressed breakdown
requirements, is considered resolved by Tom Hrubik's email of December 22, 2023.

Second, it seems possible that the issues raised here at the Global Pumice Mine, both for dust control
and proper permitting of engines, may apply to Southwest Pumice's Makayla mine. We hope to inspect
that mine in the near future, and should we find similar issues, Notices of Violation for that facility would
also be issued. We would strongly advise a proactive effort at the Makayla mine to avoid future NOV's.

Your prompt and thorough attention to these matters is greatly appreciated.

Tom Schaniel

Air Quality Specialist ||

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Cantrol District
157 Short Street

Bishop, CA 93514

(760} 872-8211 ext. 240

cell: (760) 937-2458
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537
Tel; 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org

August 6, 2025
Tom Hrubik

PO Box 174
Apnple Valley. CA 92307

VIA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED MAJL (tracking no. 7018 3090 0001 0378 7022)

Dear Mr. Hrubik:

On July 30, 2025, District staff {myself, Luke Eisenhardt, and Tom Schaniel} conducted an
inspection of the Global Pumice Mine. The purpose of this inspection was to determine if
Global Pumice had made any progress toward remedying the five outstanding Notices of
Violation (NOV) that the District has issued to Global Pumice for failure tv comply with the
conditions of the Permits to Operate #1658-00-13 and #1659-00-13 and Authority to Construct

#1659-03-21",

District Staff was disappointed and concerned by what we observed during the inspection. Tom
Schanie! has prepared an inspection report that summarizes the many permit violations that we
observed during our inspection. Please refer to this inspection report, which is attached to this
leiter, for a precise description of all the violations.

The violations observed by staff were so severe and pervasive that we were not able to release
any of the outstanding NOVs. In fact, staff observed new violations of Global Pumice’s permit
conditions that necessitated the issuance of two more NOVs, Those NOVs are atteched to this

letter.

The first NOY (number 1023) relates to excessive dust in vielation of District rules, permit
conditions, and the EPA’s New Source Performance Standards (NSPS). To puit it simply, Glabal
Pumice’s dust control methods are inadequate to confrol the processing plant and driving
sur{aces, The processing plant was the most problematic and emissive area of the mine. While
staff observed spray bars on the processing plant, their placement did not correlate to the drop
points that wete producing the worst dust, and their spray nozzles were not evenly or adequately
wetlting the material. Additionally, while a water truck was present during our inspection, there
were multiple areas traveled by heavy equipment that were not wet enough to contra! the dust.

! For your references, the outstanding NOV nuntbers zre 1010 (issued 6/21/22), 1012 (issued 7/11/23), 1015 (issued
9/1/23), 1016 (issued 10/18/23), and 1020 (issued 4/30/24).
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be removed and replaced with a compliant engine. This written plan must also be submitted
by email on or before August 15, 2025 at 5 pm.

With these latest NOVs, Global Pumice’s noncompliance with its permit conditions has
continued unresolved for over three years. Since June 2022, District staff has inspected the mine
fourteen times. Like the most recent inspection, prior inspections have at best revealed tiny
amounts of progress with existing NOVs, and necessitated the issuance of additional NOVs due
to the discovery of new violations. In short, it appears that Global Pumice is only slipping
deeper into noncompliance, rather than working to remedy its noncompliance.

Given Global Pumice’s ongoing issues and apparent unwillingness to voluntarily come into
compliance, District leadership and permitting staff have deemed Global Pumice to be an
enforcement priority. Accordingly, over the next two to three months, the District will conduct a
series of unannounced inspections of the Global Pumice Mine. We sincerely hope that these
inspections will show progress, or even a cessation of the issues and violations outlined in the
seven active NOVs. Should that be the case, the District remains willing to resolve these NOVs
via a settlement agreement. Global Pumice should also work to communicate with the District
proactively and often to documeni the steps being taken to remedy their ongoing violations
because your communication (or lack thereof) with the District has been a factor in past NOVs.

However, should these inspections continue to reveal noncompliance and/or new violations of
permit conditions, the District will seek an order of abatement in front of the District Hearing
Board pursuant to Cal. Health & Safety Code section 42450, ef seq. A proceeding for an order
of abatement will involve a formal, noticed hearing in front of the Hearing Board. At this
hearing, the District will seek an injunction restraining Global Pumice from operating in
violaticn of its permit conditions, District Rules, or state/federal law or regulations concermning
emissions. Should Global Pumice ignore or violate the injunction by resuming operations prior
to implementing appropriate control measures, the District will bring a {awsuit to enforce the

imjunction in the Inyo County Superior Court.

Finally, staff would like to remind Global Pumice of its breakdown notification obligations.
Whenever key dust control equipment—such as spray bars or the water truck—breaks down,
Global Pumice is obligated to inform the District within one hour of the breakdown, A
breakdown also includes a situation where Global Pumice must cease operations because wind
conditions make it impossible for staff to control dust emissions.

We look forward to secing Global Pumice’s progress toward compliance with its permit

conditions and with the District rules and regulations.

Sincerely,

Do Watr

Grace Weitz
Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL IDISTRICT
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 Tel: 760-872-8211 www.gbuapcd.org

NOTIGE OF VIOLATION

I. General Information No |
Owner or Operalor Name:  Global Pumice, LLC
Premises or Operations Locafion; Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Fiat Road

Contact: Tom Hrubik | Tite: Prosident | PhoneNe. (760) 559-3280
Mailing Address: P.Q. Box 174, Apple Valley, CA B2307

Emai: thrubikg@globalpumice.com GBUAPCD Farmit #2 PTO 1658-00-13 & ATC 1659.03-21
il, Violation

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT A VIOLATION OF STATE OR FEDERAL CODES, AND/OR OF GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR
POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS HAS OCCURRED.

List of Code Sactions, Rules or Ragulations Violateg:
Dratrict Rule 200 - Parmits Raquired; 17 CCR, Sectlon 93145.7 - Air Toxic Contral Measures {ATCM] for Stationary G
Engines; PTO 1658-00-13, Condition 3 - Compliance, and ATC 1659-03-21, Condition 15 - Portable Equipment

SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY BE PUNISHED AS MISDEMEANORS PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION
42400, OR CIVIL PENALTIES MAY BE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 42402

Destription of Vigiation:

During a scheduled inapection of the site, an unpermitted and noncompliant engine was used
to power the ajte. The angine providing onsite power was not the engine on permit 1658-00-13,
which is the only engine permitted at the facliity. GBUAPCD has not been pro-actively notified
about the use of any engine {including a PERP engine} that Is not on the permit. The GenSet
had a PERP placard, but that placard was unreadable for the PERP number and expiration date,
and therefore status of PERP registration was unverifiable. Based upon the EPA family name on
the 2014 Caterpillar Engine model C7.1 {(DPKXLT.01BL1), the engine is a California Tier 3
engine, but a Tier 4 engine i® required for Prime Engines not otherwise already permitted at a

statlonary source in Galifornia

THE ABOVE VIOLATION MUST BE CORRECTED BY THE FOLLOWING DATE: __B8/15/2025 b pasE RESPOND TO THE
DISTRICT IN WRITING WITH A FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO END THE STATE OF VIOLATION AND
PREVENT ITS RECURRENCE. YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER LEGAL ACTION.

ff. Conditlona

Date Violation Observed: July 30, 2025 [ Location{s) of Cbserver: Onsite
Wind Speed (mph): 48 pyocien N | Temperature: 87 °F | Cioud
Source Activedy Emiting et tms of Observation: [ JYes [y/No [ VEE Conde |
V. Notification |

Notice Izsued By: Tom Schanlel Sign
Date lssuad: August 6, 2025 issued Via: DHand Delivered I ail LY JLEILIrED Mal | LTI, 1Yo s uus s v vse

HOV Form: Revised 572021
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Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District

157 Short Street, Bishop, California 83514-3537 www.gbuapcd.org
Tel: 760-872-8211 Fax: 760-872-6109 info@gbuapcd.org

Inspection Report Page¥# 30f8 No r

Company Name: Giobal Pumice, LLC
Address: p.0. Box 174, Appla Valley, CA 92307
Faclility Locafion: Global Pumice Mine, Cactus Flat Road, Olancha, CA 93522

V. Discussion/Recommended Action (Continued)

Tom discussed current watering operations and plans with David. He indicated they had 2 trucks
early in the season, but that one truck had a mechanical failure 3 to 4 weeks ago, and was being
worked on by their staff as time allowed at another location. They were still getting water from the
same place they have for years, and they have stil been pursuing efforts to get water from a closer
farmer or fram DWP's Haiwee site, but neither of those have been successful so far. He has also
heard talk of trying to estabfish a well, but there are concems that a well is even viable on the

property.

Tom discussed current fines management with David, Global Pumice have had muttiple trugks of
fines going out on most days, but they da not at this moment have an arder for fines. When fines are
going out, they take first from fines that the plant is currently produging, and then from some fines
stockpiles that are on top of the lamer fines pile. Since they have no cuirent orders, fines are being
transported to the |arge fines pile, and being pushed over the south edge of the pile, expanding the
footprint of the large fines pile to the south. The fines pile seems to be similar in size to previous

visits, though a bit reconfigured.

We the traveled up onto the fines pile. Tom rode with David, and Grace and Luke drove separately.
The top of the fines pile appeared to be significantly reconfigured from previous inspections, with a
loop road on the fines pile providing much betier access for watering trucks, and potentially putting
all the fines in reach of a watering truck. The south edge had multipte loads pushed over the edge
by a loader. Actual placement of fines was done with acceptable levels of dust, with more dust
coming from the movement of the loader on the fines pile. The loop road was well wetted, but the
area from the loop road fo the south edge where fines were being pushed over the edge was not
wetted, and, as mentioned, emissive to {raffic. it seems likely that wind would make the newly
placed fines and the travel path {o it emissive if not wetted. David requested the water truck to wet

this area.

After viewing the fines pile, we met with Eddy, who was operating the lpader that was moving
unprocessed product to the plant. Eddy was the trained VEE Global Pumice employee who
regutarly ook VEE readings and prepared the report, Eddy had a binder with mulfiple items he was
tracking, which included VEE. Eddy only had VEE reports for the last 2 days, but indicated that
ather days were on site, and they were willing to provide. Eddy was conducting two 6 minute VEE
reports per day. His two for the plant showed virtually no emissions for an idle plant. His two for the
fines pile showed emissions ranging from 10% to 60% and both had averages near 30% and both
reports showed the fines pile had a discharge of emissions of 20% or mara for a period aggregating
more than three minutes in one hour. Opacities this high, based upon the requirements of Condition
14 - Visible Emissions Evaluations and Method 9 Certification from ATC 1659-03-21 would require

immediate corrective action, of which none was noted.

Lastly we traveled to the west of the mine sita, to take some pictures of the fines pile, paricularly the
western slope.

InspeeHon Form: Revised 1/2020
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COUNTY OF INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

. P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526
Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712
Peter Chamberlin, Director of Planning

March 24, 1994

Mr. Leonard Hobbs

Director of Technical Services

Pacific Lightweight Products Company
715 North Central Avenue

Suite #101

Glendale, Ca. 91203

RE:
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5/ PACYFIC LIGHTWEIGHT

PRODUCTS

NOTICE OF DECISION

On March 23, 1994 the Inyo County Planning Commission held a public hearing to
consider your Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit Application {(RP #93-4 and
CUP#93-5). the reclamation plan covers property located in Inyo County approximately
two miles south of the community of Olancha, and five and half miles east on Cactus
Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains in
southern Inyo County [Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections 1 and 12, MDM. &
M.]. The property consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products).
The project is 2 Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit pumice mine.
The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.UP. #85-1). The operator
has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The dpplicant
wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. All the disturbed fand is
Zoned 08-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum).
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The mined purnice i3 crushed, screened and then transported to the Newhall area in
Southern California for furiher processing. The pumice removed from the site will be

used in producing lightweight concrete.

At that meeting, the Commission adopted the Negative Declaration of Environmental
Impact thus centifying the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act had been
satisfied. The Commission also found that both the reclamation plan and conditional use
permit conforms and meets the requirements of Inyo County Code and SMARA.

The Commission further approved Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit
#93-5 subject conditions listed below:

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by

Inyo County Planning Department.

2. This reclamation plan and conditional use permit shall become void unless the use is
established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the

Plarning Commission.

3. Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Board emissions
requirements as outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin.

4. Upon approval, two acres per year shail be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation
plan, The first years acreage shall be divided into two one acre segments. One segment
shall let natural vegetation take over while the second segment shall be reseeded with
the appropriate seeds to give 80% of the surrounding plant density and 80% species
diversity, At the time of this planting a good watering shall be conducted on both plots.
This shall be done at the appropriate time of the year. This site shall be monitored
every six months to insure success. At the same time provisions shall be installed to
discourage noxious weeds from gaining a foothold on the site.

5. If noxious weeds appear, immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such
plants. This may consist of any method deemed appropriate that does not affect the

desired plants.

6. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this
project becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact is greater than “de

10



Attachment A

minimus” standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planning Department (5 days efter the reclamation plan and conditional use permit

approval)

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Permit #93-5, the applicant shall
defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and
employees to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory
agencies, its appeals boerd, or its legistative body concerning Conditional Use Permit #93-

5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense.

8. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROYAL:

1. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by

Inyo County Planning Department.

2. This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shafl become void unless the use
is established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the

Planning Commission.

3. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall ocour
to the extent that is indicated by the one acre test plots conducted the first year of
reclamation. One will be reseeded the other will not. The viability of these two plots
will dictate the planting on the remainder of the site. It is understood that the reseeded
plot should have better performance than the unseeded piot, however, criteria should be
obtained to show the whether the value of reseeding is substantially better than natural

reseeding. Maybe less reseeding is necessary.

4. Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity in phased reclamation
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for
revegetation, and a reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the
revegetation. Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches 60% of

the undisturbed ground.

5. The seed mix shall be of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area.
6. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas

disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by previous mining management practices. If
the operations intrude into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour

11
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Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the reclamation plan, a new appraisal of
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation..

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will shape the land so0
that it is consistent with the prudent watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the
and climate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and erosion control is not
anticipated to be a problem. All existing drainage courses shall be left open and all
grading will maintain the drainage of the area. All pre-mining drainage courses will
be restored within three months of closure and such reclamation shall not promote
accelerated soil erpsion.

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in
the area of operations.

9. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris shall be
removed from the site within three months of closure.

10. Financial assurances in the sum of $30,000.00 in the form of a surety bond,
irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or certificate of deposit shall be posted with the Inyo
County Planning Department. Said financial assurances shall be made payable to the
County of Inyo and the California Director of Conservation.

11. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Planning Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming the lands as per the conditions specified herein
prior to any additional mining or exploration activities commencing,.

12. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this
project becomes "operative, vested, or final”. The potential impact is greater than “de
minimus” standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit

approval)

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's compliance with the
conditions listed above shall be evaluated every year, as required by section 2774(b) of
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall aiso
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time.

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend,

indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and employees
to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its

12
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appeals board, or its lepislative body concerning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County
reserves the right to prepare its own defense.

15. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application,

Failure to comply with the conditions stated above will result in the current use being in
violation of Chapter 18.76 of the Inyo County Code.

Concemning Condition # 10 (RP) which requires financial assurances in the amount of
$30,000.00, please advise this Department as to the type of financial assurances you will
be acquiring so we may send you the appropriate forms,

In regards to Condition #11 (RP) which requires a notarized statement to be submitted by
the applicant to the Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaiming the mine
site, we have enclosed a statement we wish to have signed and notarized by the applicant.

If you have any questions regarding the above, piease feel free to contact this office.

Sincerely,

Peter Chambertin
Planning Dir_égor

Attachment: Responsibility Statement Form

ce: BLM (Ridgecrest)
Paul Payne (5th District Supervisor)

Denyse Racine (Fish & Game - Bishop)

CEK/cek

13



Attachment A

Inyo County Planming Department
P.Q. Drewer "L7
Independence, Ca. 93526

RE:
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 935/ PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
PRODUCTS

In aceordznce with conditions placed on Reclamsation Plan #93.4 issued to Pacific
Lightweight Products by the Irye County Planning Commigsion an March 23, 1994 and as
stated in the Notice of Decision dated March 24, 1994, we agree to accept the
responsibility for reclaiming the mined lands s stated therein,

Sincerely,

NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT

14
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COUNTY OF INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

" P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526
Telephone {619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712
Peter Chamberlin. Director of Planning

STAFF REPORT

AGENDAITEM NO. ¢
DATE: MARCH 23, 19%4
RE-

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5/ PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT

PRODUCTS
Application: Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Lightweight Products
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products
Applicant: Pacific Lightweight Products
Location: The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately

two miles south of the community of Olancha, and five and ha!f
miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Fiat
arez within the Coso Range Mountaing in southern Inyo County
(Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections 1 and 12, MD B,

& M].
A.P.N. 38-200-01
Zoning: 0840 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum)
General
Plan: OP (Park Recreational - 40 acres or as designated)
Site Size: The property consists of 2 640 acre parcel owned by

the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased to Lightweight
Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products).

Proposal: The operator has exceeded the previcusly approved 20 acres
of surface disturbance. The applicant wishes to increase the
area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major smendment
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toa previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant
has filed applications for both Conditional Use Permit (the mine is
on private lands) as required by the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance
and a Reclamation Plan as required by California Surface Mining
and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Crdinance,

Therefore, this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products
to comply with the requirements of the Cousty Zoning Ordinance
and SMARA in regards to reclamation of existing mining
operations

PROJECT LOCATION;.

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately two miles south of the
community of Olancha, and five and half miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper
Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains in southern [nyo County
[Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections 1 and 12, MDM. & M.]. The property
consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been [eased
to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lighrweight Products). Access to the site is
by am unpaved, County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (County I. D.
#5024), See attached Vicinity Map. The nearest developed area to the site is a ranch
operation approximately two miles northwest of the pit area.

PROJECT DESCRIPTIONY,

The proposed project is 8 Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit pumice
mine. The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The
operator has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major
amendment to & previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant has filed
applications for both Conditional Use Permit (the mine is on private lands) as required by
the Inyo County Zoging Ordinance and a Reclamation Plan as required by California
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Ordinance. Therefore,
this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products to comply with the
requirernents of the County Mining QOrdinance and SMARA in regards to reclamation of
existing mining operations, All the disturbed land is Zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40
acres mininmm).

The mined pumice is crushed, screened and then transported to the Newhall area in
Southern California for further processing. The pumice removed from the site will be
used in producing lightweight concrete.

The pumice is loosened by bulldozer. A front-end loader picks up the material and
transports it to the processing plant. The processing plam is set up near the center of
the deposit for ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front-end ioader
deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then returns to the quarry. However,
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instead of going back empty, the loader picks up processed pumice and transporis it to
on-site stockpiles before returning to the quarry. There are three stockpile areas
located around the site. The applicant stated this is the reason for the expansion over the

onginal 20 acres, permitted in 1985.

Upon approval, the size of the mined area will be reduced in size at the rate of a minimum
of two acres per year, This will be done by reclamation processes. See the attached

colored contour map.

An estimated 20,000 tons of pumice are currently being extracted per year at a maximum
capacity of 30,000 tons per year may be achieved. At the current volume of extraction,
the life of the mine operatian has been calculeted to end in 2003.

No waste material is generated by the mining process.

The mining operation employees a four person mining operation crew working eight
hours per day. These employees work five days per week and commute to the mining site
from various communities and surrounding rural areas.

There is no water supply at the site. The water used for dust suppression on the haul
roads and operations area is transported in truck and tanker from Haiwee Reservoir. No
water is utilized at the site for the extraction process. Potable water is purchased by
Pacific Lightweight for their empioyees.

The sanitary facilities on the site are portable toilets.

The mining opersation utilizes mobile equipment. This equipment consists of: tracked
D9SN bulldozer, Fromt end loader, a water truck, a bobcat loader, a portable welder, four
scteens, @ fifteen belt comveyor system, a rock crusher and a truck scale. Water and
fue{ are trucked to the site. Equipment is refueled and ubricated as needed by a mobile
service truck No hazardous contaminants are released from the mobile service

vehicle.

No additionai road coastruction is required beyond maintenance of the existing roads.
SITE DESCRIFTION:

Access is by an established truck route off Cactus Flat Road. The applicant has stated that
there are no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation on or around the
project site. The California Department of Fish and Game wrote a letter (attached)
voicing their concerns over various fora/fauna species to wit; Russian Thistle, Mojave
Ground Squirrel, Desert Tortoise and Ripley’s Cymopterous. These concerns have been
adequately addressed within the body of this Staff Report. The Planning Department
referenced the State of California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity
Database,
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The general geology is granite and metamorphic rocks which are overlain by alfuvial
gravels, tuffs, lake bed sediments, and andesitic and basaltic Java flows. The latter is

referred to as the Coso Formation.

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed in some places. The occurrences
east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered for the most part to represent rhyolitic
pyrocrastic flows and to a [esser degree water reworked pumice of the same
composition. They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part of the late
Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and unique period of explosive volcanic
activity in the Coso region which appears to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/-

0.20 million years ago.

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. Itis 2 waterlain deposit from five to
forty feet deep that dips six degrees to the west. The moisture content of the "in situ”
pumice varies between eight to twelve percent. The consolidation is such that it will
excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in vertical faces. In most of the
ares, the pumice is on the surface with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds

are exposed on the property to interfere with mining,

LAND USE/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT STTE:
The surrounding land uses are as follows:

North: Vacant BLM Lands, Zoned O5-40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimum).

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimumy),

East: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open space - 40 acres
minirmum),

West: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimum).

RECLAMATIQN:PLAN/CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:

The project before the Planning Commission consists of 2 Reclamation Plan submitted to
amend a previously approved Conditional Use Permit with reclamation conditions

(C.U.P. #85-1).

The Reclamation Plan, as submitted, calls for the removal of all equipment from the site.
As the equipment utilized at the site is mobile, It will be removed from the site at the time

of closure.
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Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scales will be broken up and buried
on the site.

All of the access and haul roads are o be cantoured to biend in with the natural terrain,
ripped or scarified. All apen pits and piles of ore and any waste material existing at the
time of closure shall be leveled to confiom, a4 much as possible, with the existing
termrain, The overall effect will be that of rounded usdulating mounds Lhat will blend in
with the surrounding {andscape. Any ot slopes will be ither benched or sloped to blend
in with the exivting contours of the Jands (a5 shown on the mapsg submitted with the

applicanon}.

Based upon the fong history of the continued mining at the site and the large ore
reserves, it appears that ooly a major economic event would resul? in the mining activicy
being discontimred mnd abandoned (year 2001 estimited completion date). This may
result in g difficlt determinafion as o when rhe mining Bctivity ceages and when the
reclamation plaa ix to be implemented.

During the past sgven years it way found that revegetation oecurs namurally in the areas of
inactiviry.

The final mine clasure will include the Following site reclamation activities:

1. Revegeration otcurs naturally in areas of insciivity. To supplement naniral
revégetation a seed mix of cative species will be plantad.
2. [fany stockpiles remain at the time of closure they shall be recontoured in

accordance with the final comtour map atiached o the reclamation plan. Coarge
aggregate will be laid down over the hiaer sizes to reduce dust. The areq will ihen be

seeded with native species to controd dust

3. Upon completion of mining, or after one year of insctivity in 8 phased reclamation
area, the area disturbed by Pacilic Lightweight Products will be reviewed for
revegetation (patural). Ifnarural vegetation is not worldng resceding will take place
with the naturs! seed of the area. Success shall be achieved when the plant density of
native plams reaches 25% of the density of planss oo the undisturbed ground.

4, The diversity of the plant cover shall be considered successful if 6075 of the native
species in the area have been reestablished on (he site.

5. Contral of noxious weeds shall be maintained until native species have gained
control. Weeds ean be cantrolled by any appropriate methad.

6. The two acres per year reclamation requirement (concurrent reclamation) shall be
considered as test plots. Irevegetation is aot ocourring at an acceptahle rate, then ather
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methods of reseeding shall take place. Acceptable rate shall be defined as reaching the
standards to release the bonding on each two acre plot in two years.

7. Each 2 acre plot shall be used as a basis of determining reclamation methods used on
next plot.

8. Water may be applied as a dust control method, however plants must be able to
sustain themselves for one year after the last application of water.

9. Reclamation shall reestablish pre-mining drainage.

10. Mine personnel shall be advised that desert tortoises are fully protected by state and
federal law, and may not be taken, harmed or harassed at any time. Ifa tortoise is
found on the project site, all operations in the vicinity should cease, and either the
Department of Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be called
immediately. Only those individuals authorized by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service may

handle desert tortoises.

11. At the conclusion of mining approximately 30 acres shall remain to be reclaimed.
Reclamation and monitoring shall foliow the guidelines established in the previously

reclaimed ten two acre test plots.

12. All equipment shall be removed from the site prior to final reclamation and
revegetation,

13. Financial assurances shall be calculated and posted to cover the entire 50.4 acres
disturbed. This can be reduced as reclamation is completed and successful,

DIVISION, OF MINES AND GEOLOGY COMMENTS?
Pursuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclamation plan applications

to the State Geologists (Division of Mines and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment
period prior to any approval of a reclamation plan_

The State Geologist comrments on a pending application requires the County to prepare
a written response addressing the issues raised in their comments. In addition, if the
County's position differs from the State Geologist comments, our responses are to
address, in detail, why specific comments and suggestions were not accepted.

Comments were received by the Planning Department. All comments have been addressed

below,

The Planning Staff substantially concurred with the applicant’s evaluation of the
operation, its impacts and proposed reclamation conditions. However, in reviewing the
DMG comments we concur that some additional information and reclamation measures
need be considered in order to adequately address the reclamation of the site.



Attachment A

Many of the following DMG comments have been incorporated into the reclamation
plan, Many were incorporated into the plan prior to DMG comments. The County will
respond back to the State Geologist as to how their comments were addressed and why

others were not accepted.

The following are the DMG comments and the County’s responses:
I. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated depth of mining be
indicated on the reclamation plan. It was difficuit to ascertain the depth of mining in
reviewing the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining be clearly
stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark that can be referenced in the field for
compliance monitoring.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. The depth of mining has been indicated in the information
supplied to us by Pacific Lightweight Products, specifically in the reclamation application.
Forty feet is the maximum mining depth.

2. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA. Section 2772 (f) requires that the reclamation plan describe the surface
mining operation and provide a time schedule for compietion of each segment of mining
so that reclamation can be initiated at the earliest possible time on those portions of the
mined lands that will not be subject to further disturbance by the surface mining
operation. The reclamation plan mentions phased reclamation occurring over the next ten
years. A specific plan describing the proposed phased reclamation should be presented,
and depicted on the site plans.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs, This has been answered in the reclamation plan.

3 DMG Comment (June 22, 1993): |

SMARA Sections 2772 (i.) states that the reclamation plan shail include an assessment

of the effect of reclamation on fiture mining at the site. A short statement assessing the
potential for future mining at the site following reclamation should be added to the

reclamation pian,

Inyo County Response:
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Inyo County concurs. This is 8 pumice mine. The applicant plans to mine the pumice and
reclaim. Nothing will be mined afterwards. This area is in the OS-40 (Open Space} zone,
The nature of this pit would not preciude another mine operating in the same pit or
adjacent to this pit. The pumice is on the surface. Mining pumice will continue uatil it is
uneconomical and not feasible to mine. IF, at a later date, it becomes feasible then mining
could continue.

4. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2773.1 requires that financial assurances be required of a surface
mining operations to guarantee site reclamation; the financial assurances be payable to
the SMARA lead agency and the State Geologist; that the financial assurances be
submitted to the state geologist for review and comunent; and that lead agencies annually
inspect mining operations to determine SMARA compliance. We recommend that
financial assurances be included to cover the cost of revegetation the site should natural
vegetation fail to meet the performance standards.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs, Financial assurances will be filed at the time of approval as
required in SMARA_ The calculations are shown in the Plan.  This is a planned, phased
reclamation operation. No financial assurances will be released until reclamation is
deemed a success. Success is defined in the reclamation plan.

A, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR section 3502 (b)(1) requires that the reclamation plan include a description of the
environmental setting of the mine site. A fill description of the site is necessary for the
following three reasons: 1) to document baseline conditions, 2) to aid in development
and evaluation of an appropriate revegetation plan, and 3) to evaluate purported mining
and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat.

Prior to site disturbance, 2 quantitative description of the biotic setting of the site will be
necessary to adequately establish baseline conditions of the site. This quantitative
evaluation should include percent cover or density, and diversity measurements for
each of the vegetation types that will "naturally * recolonize the reclaimed landforms.

Also, prior to any site disturbance, the purported lack of impacts to sensitive, rare,
threatened, and endangered plants and animals should be verified. The revegetation of
the site should be designed to help iessen impacts to unique species. Without the
knowledge of which species occur on the site, the revegetation design cannot target

those species.

Inyo County Response:
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Inyo County concurs. This is included in the Reclamation Plan, The site is disturbed, sa
any prior requirements can not be met. Knowledge of the plant species is known.
Photographs have been taken. Any description of the mine is not as adequate as a first
hand look. It is suggested that a visit to the mine be conducted by anyane commenting
on the adequacy of the mine reclamation plan. Many things could and would have been
done differently if the disturbance had not already occurred.

The adjacent land will be used as a comparison to sddress when revegetation will be
considesed a success. The shape reclaimed land will conform to the existing [andforms
around the site. Comparison will be done photographically.

6. DMG Comment (Fune 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3705 (a) requires that vegetative cover or density, and species-richness
sufficient to stabilize the surface against effects of long-term erosion and be similar to
naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area, The vegetative density, cover, and
species richness of naturally occurring habitats should be documented in baseline
studies carried out prior to initiation of mining, We recommend that the reclamation pian
be amended to include the aforementioned baseline studies.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County does not cancur, The base line studies cannot be done because the land has
already been disturbed. Comparison can occur only with the surrounding area which is
similar with the mined land. This has be done via photographs and will continue to be
done on an on-going basis. The mined material hag a unique feature that once rained
upon, the surface seals itself and no wind erosion will occur.

Vegetative density will be required to confirm reclamation success. However, the
County will not require complete vegetative density. This statement is some what
vague, because we have not determined the vegetative cover needed to deem reclemation
a success.

7. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3703 (a) requires that all sensitive species be conserved or mitigated.

The reclamation plan does not qualify the statement that "there is no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surroucding area”. We recommend that the
source of this statement be identified, and that z survey methods and results be detailed

in the reclamation plan.

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base reports that
Ripley's cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi), a CNPS List 2 plant, occurring near the
project Vicinity. We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by surveys
conducted a¢ the appropriate time of the year by a qualified botanist. We also
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recommend that an informal consuitation be conducted with the Department of Fish and
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that may be impacted within the

project boundaries.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. The only sensitive plant species located near the site is
Cymopterus ripleyi. The 50.4 acres are already disturbed. There is no vegetation on the
disturbed site. Therefore, no vegetative studies need be conducted on an already
cleared arez. The absence of species need not be verified by a qualified botanist
because there are no plants on the land in question.  The inteat is to reclaio the area once

mining is complete.

The endangered species “Cymopterus ripleyi” has been found within one mile of this
mine site. If the species was once on the site, no amount of study by a qualified botanist
will bring the plant back. It is counter productive to study something after the fact. This
plant is reported in the roadway and appears to be in abundance near the site. It is
asswned that when the mine is reclaimed the plant will repopulate the mine site.

8. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3503 (c) states that all reasonable measures be taken to protect the habitat of
fish and wildlife and CCR Section 3702 (b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as

good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures for habitat restoration be
developed should naturs! revegetation of the project site not insure after cessation of

mining.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County corcurs. This is & phased reclamation plan. After each two acre plot is
revegetated, monitoring will be done o insure that revegetation is 8 success. Financial
agsurances will be retained until reclamation is deemed a success. The iand will have the
same characteristics as the undisturbed area. It i3 assumed that fauna will reuse the site

when reclamation is complete.
9. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993);

SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan establish site-specific
criteria for evaluation compliance with the approved reclamation plag, including
sediment and erosion comtrol. The erosion control measures described in the
reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading slopes and placing coarse
aggregate over finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion
control measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or drainage swales. We
recommend that the reclamation plan include and erosion control monitoring plan, and

10
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provide a contingency plan that will be set into place to augment the proposed erosion
control measures (see item #10), if erosion is evident during annual inspections.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs, SMARA requires site specific criteria for reclamation. This is
what has been done at the site. The slope and drainage will be similar to the pre-mining
slopes. The type of material on site, pumice, when wet crusts over and will not blow in
the wind. The yearly two acre reclamation plots will act as test plots to insure
successful reclamation of the plant site. If revegetation needs to take place it will be

done.

If erosion i3 evident during annual inspections, 2dditional measures will be taken to
control it. This can include revegetation, and other drainage control measures to insure
erosion is minimized. The criteria to judge success has been written into the reclamation

plan.
10, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2772 (h)(2) requires soreambanks and stream beds be rehabilitated in the
manner that will minimize erosion. According to the reclamation plan, the original
drainage hat transected a portion of the site will be reestablished, and coarse aggregate
will be laid down over the finer material to reduce wind and water erosion, The
reciamation plan oeeds to describe in greater detail how the drainage will be protected
from water erosion. We recommend that sufficiently sized coarse aggregate be applied to
the drainage area to insure that drainage is protected from water erosion.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. Ifit is seen that coarser aggregate is required to be placed in
drainages.

11, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3711 establishes mandatory standards for topsoil salvage, maintenance,
and redistribution. The reclamation plan does not discuss topsoil management, For
example, the reclamation plan states that "re-vegetation occurs naturatly in areas of
inactivity.” The seeds, microbial organisms, and organic matter found in the upper six
inches of growth media constitute a significant resource when used in arid land
reclamation. Successful revegetation of the site may not be possible without this
resource. We recommend that the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and
reapplied during reclamation. We also recommend that the yeclamation plan be
amended to address the five subsections set forth in this section.

11



Attachment A

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs, However, the nature of the site preludes such measures. The

reclamation plan is being filed after the fact. The land has already been disturbed. It is

impossible to stockpile the upper six inches of growth media because it is already lost.

The site has already been disturbed and no top soil is available. The pumice is very close
to, if not on the surface. Plants grow on the pumice, The pumice retains water when it
rains, so therefore, natural revegetation will take place, at a slow rate.

12. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Sections 2773 (a) requires that the reclamation plan establish "site -specific
criteria for evaluating compliance with the approved reclamation plan. including
topography, revegetation, and sediment and erosion control.” The reclamation plan
daes not ideatify the criteria by which the success of the revegetation of the site will be
judge. We highly recommend that minimum standards be developed by the operstor in
confunction with the Jead agency and DMG. For example, the standard should
specifically state the amount of vegetative cover or density, and diversity to be obtained
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 3705 (m) requires that these
standards and sampling methods be set forth in the reclamation plan. For revegetation
elements, monitoring should be done for 2 minimum of five years following
implementation. Monitoring should be done on an annual basis with reports submitted to
the lead agency and DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability and
success of the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas to baselise conditions and
performance standards, and suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sampie size
should provide 80 percent confidence level, as a minimum. The review of the reports by
agency personnel should allow for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or

revegetation techmiques.

Inyo County Respanse:

Inyo County concurs This has been done. The “test” plots will be the yearly two acres
reclaimed each year, Criteria for successful reclamation will be included in the

reclamation standards.
13. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3705 (b) requires test plots to be conducted simultaneously with mining to
determine the most appropriate planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation” of the site. Test plots could
ascertain the amount of vegetative cover density, and diversity attained over time to
determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in meeting the success criteria or minimum

standards.

12
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Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. The two acre per year reclamation phased program will work
very well as test plots.

General _{myo County Comments on Mines and Geolp ammen,

General comments. Department of Mines and Geology should visit sites prior to making
specific comments. The operator of this mine has been helpful in completing the
application for a new reclamation plan. The application and information given us was the
most complete and accurate.

Each mine in Inyo County is site specific. Each mine needs to be visited and a site
inspection is required before any comments can be made on the application. Inyo County
has a unlimited number of microclimates, geologic, and biotic features that makes
these visits necessary. The same standards can not be applied to numerous mines.
Standards needed to meet the requirements of SMARA will be met in all cases.

The following are comments received from concerned agencies:

Great Basin Unified Air Quality Control District:

The operation is under permit by Great Basin, If the operators are causing a fugitive
dust problem then appropriate action should be instigated by Great Basin.

California Department of Fish and Game:

This is a project with a greater than "de minimus” finding as defined by the California
Department of Fish and Game siace it will have a measurable adverse impact on
wildlife resources. Vegetation has been disturbed at the project ares, so payment of the
fee is required pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code.

If this project is approved, the applicant will be required to pay a fee of $1275.00 at the
time the Planning Department files a Notice of Determination in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward the
monies to the California Department of Fish and Game. Section 21809 (b) of the Public
Resources Code provides that this project will not be "operative, vested or final” until this

fee has been paid.
' FINANCIAL ASSURANCES:
As required by the Division of Mines and Geology the Surface Mining and

Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have been formulated for this reciamation
plan by the applicant. Inyo County Planning Department Mining Engineer has

13
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reviewed the applicant's proposed reclamation procedures and costs and has concucred
with the proposed financial assurances amount.

The applicant proposed to do reclamation on the concurrent basis. This is allowed by
SMARA. Thetotal cost estimated by the applicaots is projected at $30,000 for 50.4
acres. Annual inspections will show success on the test plots {two acres per year). When
success is determined on each two acre plot the financial assurances will be reduced
accordingly. The Planning Department concurs with the amount of financial assurances.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), aa Initial study was completed and & Draft Negative Declaration of
Environmental Impact, was prepared and circulated for public review and comment by
June 18, 1993. Comments were received from the CalTrans District 9 office, and the

California Department of Fish and Game.

CalTrans Comments were received. CalTrans comment stated that the project would
have no effect on the State transportation system.

California Department of Fish and Game comments gre attached and have been
incorporated into the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan.

FUB LIC NOTICE: |

Notice of this public hearing has been posted, published and mailed to all parties
concermned.

RECOMMENDATIONS: j

The planning Department recommends the Planning Commission approve Reclamation

Plan #93-4 and Conditional use permit #93-5 by taking the following actions (three
motions).

A Based upon the Initial Study and all the written and verbal comments received, adopt
the Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements
of the California Environmental Quality Act have been met.

B. Find the proposed reclamation plaa conforms and mects the requiremeats of
Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and the provisions
of the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act.

(Eviderice: The proposed Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are consistent
with the requirements of Inyo County Code and SMARA.)

14
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{(Evidence: Existing public and private services are adequate to meel the requirements of
the proposed project without the need for their expansion.)

(Evidence: The adverse environmenial impacts inkerent with the propasal are minor in
nature and will not exceed thresholds of significance either individually or cumulatively).

(Evidence: Based upon the environmental evaluation of the proposed project
[Reclamation Plan with Conditional {/se Permit], it has been found thas the project does
nol have the potential to create a significant adverse impact on flora or fauna; natural,
scenic and historic resources; the local economy; or public heaith, safety, and welfare.
This constitutes a Negative Finding for the Mandatory Findings require pursuant to
Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines.)

C. Find that the project will have a “Greater than De Minimus” impact on wildlife and
vegetation.

(Evidence: As the Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit have been filed afier
the applicant disturbed 30.4 acres of habitat, the project has a “Greater than De
Minimus” effect on the environment pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Public Resources

Code.)

D. Approve Conditional Use Permit #93-5/ and Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific
Lightweight Products subject to the following Conditions:

o e - —

}. Any expansion ofthe mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying pians (50.4 acres) shail require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclemation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by

Inyo County Planning Department.

2. This reclamation plan and conditional use permit shall become void unless the use is
established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the
Planning Commission.

3. Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Board emissions
requirements as outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin.

4. Upon approval, two acres per year shall be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation
plan. The first years acreage shall be divided into two one acre segments. One segment
shall fet natural vegetation tzks over while the second segment shall be reseeded with
the appropriate seeds to give 80% of the surtounding plant density and 80% species
diversity. At the time of this planting a good watering shall be conducted on both plots.
This shall be done at the appropriste time of the year. This site shali be monitored

15
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every six months to insure success. At the same time provisions shall be installed to
discourage noxious weeds from gaining a foothold on the site.

5. If noxious weeds appear, immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such
plants. This may consist ofany method deemed appropriate that does not affect the

desired plants.

6. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code fir potential habitat loss. Because
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this
project becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact is greater than “de
minimus” standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit

approval)

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Permit #93-5, the applicant shall

defend, indemnify and hold harmiess Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and
employees to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory

agencies, its appeals board, or its legisiative body conceming Conditional Use Permit #93-
5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense.

8. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application
RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL;

1. Any expansion ofthe mining activities or swiface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 ecres) shail require the
submission and spproval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by

Inyo County Planning Department.

2. This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall become void unless the use
is established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the
Planning Commission.

3. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall occur
to the extent that is indicared by the one acre test plots conducted the first year of
reclamation. One will be reseeded the other will not. The viability of these two piots
will dictate the planting on

the remainder of the site. It is understood that the reseeded plot should have better
performance than the unseeded plot, however, criteria should be obtained to show the
whether the value of reseeding is substantiaily better than natural reseeding. Maybe less

reseeding is necessary.
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4. Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity in phased reclamation
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for
revegetation, and a reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the
revegetation. Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches §0%% of

the undisturbed ground.
5. The seed mix shall be of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area.

6. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas
disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by previous mining management practices. If
the operations intrude into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour
Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the reclamation plan, a new appraisal of
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation..

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will shape the land so0
that it is consistent with the prudent watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the
arid climate and the Jack of stream channels, sedimentation and erosion comtrol is not
anticipated to be a problem. All existing drainage courses shall be left open and all
grading will maintain the drainage of the area. All pre-mining drainage courses will
be restored within three months of closure and such reclamation shall not promote

accelerated soil erosion.

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in
the area of operations.

9. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris shail be
removed from the site within three months of closure.

10. Financial assurances in the sum of $30,000.00 in the form of 2 surety bond,
irrevocable leter of credit, cash, or certificate of deposit shall be posted with the Lmyo
County Planning Department. Said financial assurances shail be made payable to the
Coumy of Inyo and the California Director of Conservation.

11. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Planning Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming the lands as per the conditions specified herein
prior ta any additional mining or expioration activities commencing.

12. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code fir potential habitat loss. Because
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this
project becomes "operative, vested, or final*. The potential impact is greater than “de
minimus” standard ~ of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling
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fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit

approval)

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant’s compliance with the
conditions listed sbove shall be evaluated every year, as required by section 2774(b) of
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall also
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time.

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend,

indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and employees
to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its
appeals board, or its legisiative body concemning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County

reserves the right to prepare its own defense.

5. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application

Attachments: Vicinity Map
"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining"
CalTrans Letter
Great Basin Comments
Department of Fish and Game Comments
Department of Mines and Geology Comments

EHG CEK/cek
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STATE OF CALIFORMA—BUSINESS, TAANSPORTATILA AND HOUSING AGEMCY

FETE WILSON, Gowemer
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION !
300 SOUTH MAIN STREET ! D
BISHOP, CA 93914 - g1V E
(619) 872-0692. N 51
June 7, 1993 i rai W

¥
t

*File: Inyo-3195-=32.66
SCH: 83052045

Mr. Curtis Kellegg

Inyo County Planning Department
P.0. Drawer L

Independence, CA 93526

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITTIONAL USE PERMIT =53-05/PACIFIC LIG G PRODOCTS

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the
ahove pro]ect. The project is located in Inyo County

approximately two miles south of Olancha, 5-1/2 miles east in the
Upper Cantennial Flat area.

Access to the site will be by an
unpaved county road, Cactus Flats Road.

As a responsible agency for transportation, Caltrans has no
comments to offer regarding this project.

Sincerely,

W b

F. K. WALTON, Chief

Transportation Flanning
Branch A

cc: SCH: Rusg Collliau

/
5 TROGERDERART 1|
~T 1 GURTIS KELLOGG :
TG THETLETE TR L
‘ e‘r MDYV i 1LLER
‘bq' -n‘*ﬁ#l
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Inyo County PI‘ing Department . Phone: {760) 878-0263
168 North Edwards Street (760} 872-2706
Post Office Drawer L FAX: (760) 872-2Y12
Independence, California 93526 E-Mail:  InyoPlanning@telis.org

March 30, 1998

State of California
Department of Conservation

Division of Mines and Geology
Mined-Land Reclamation Project Office
801 “K” Street

MS 09-06

Sacramento, Ca. - 95814 - 3529

RE: Amended Reclamation Plan #93-4 and CUP #93-5/0lancha Pumice Mine/Pacific Custom
Materials

To Whom it May Concemn:

Attached please find a copy of the proposed amended reclamation plan and Conditional Use
Permit for Pacific Custom materials for their Olancha Pumice Mine. The mine ID number for this
mine is 91-14-0003. This document is for your thirty day review and comments. Please forward

your commients to the County in a timely manner.

Sincerely,

fod H A ar

Earl H. Gann
Mine Reclamation Planner

Attachments; Proposed amended Reclamation Plan #93-4, CUP 93-5

9C:B WY £- udy gg

transmittal RP-93-4
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION

The following information is required by the Planning Commission
pursuant to the requirement of the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance.

RPPLICANT: Name Pacific Custom Materials, Inc.
Address: 715 North Central Avenue, Suite 101
City: Glendale, CA 91203
Telephone: (818) 240-5160

Name: Ely Trust

Address: Box 90960

City: Santa Barbara, CA 93190
Telephone: (805)569-2303

ENGINEER: Name: Nancy D. Garnett
Address: 1341 West Mockingbird Lane
City: Dallas, TX 75247
Telephone: (972) 647-3824

ASSESSORS PARCEL NUMBER: 33-200-01 Zoning: 0840

I HEREBY REQUEST that the Inyo County Planning Commission
consider this conditional wuse permit application for the
following project {(describe completely and in detail):

Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. (PCM) currently operates an open pit pumice mine in Inyo County,
California. The mine has an approved Conditional Use Permit # 93-5 and an approved Surface
Mining Reclamation Plan # 93-4.

The mine is located approximately two miles south of the commuaity of Olancha and five and
one-half miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range
Mountains in southern Inyo County. PCM currently leases 320 acres from the Ely Trust. The
current mine operation occupies approximately 50 acres of the leased property.

The current operation has essentially remained the same since initiation of mining activities in
1985. The pumice is mined by open pit methods with a bulldozer and front-end loader. The
mined pumice is processed by crushing, sizing, and flotation prior to being transported off-site.
The pumice removed from the site is used in the production of lightweight concrete, structurel
block, cultured stone and other commercial products. The mine would continue to operate eight
hours per day. The mine currently employs five persons and proposes to employ eight persons.

Based on current reserve calculations, the mine has approximately four months of accessible
operating reserves remaining. In order for the mine to continue operating, PCM requests
approval to expand its mining activities and increase the project area from approximately 50 acres
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CONSENT: I c¢onsent to the submission of the conditicnal use
permit applicaticn.

Jon D

(Signed by at ¥&ast one record owner of the property)
L

CERIFICATION: I hereby certify that the above information is

Zorr;%Zjhe best of my knowledge.

{Signed by the applicant or Engineer)

THIS APPLICATION REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE
THE INYO PLANNING COMMISSICHN. You OR P2
REPRESENTATIVE MUST BE PRESENT TO ANSWER ANY
QUESTIONS. FAILURE TO ARPPEAR MAY RESULT IN THE
PUBLIC HEARING BEING CONTINUED QR THE APPLICATION
DENIZD.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATICN FORM

GENERAL INFORMATIQON:

Name: Pacific Custom Materials, Inc.

Address: 715 North Central Avenue, Suite 101

City: Glendale, CA 91203 Phone: (818) 240-5160

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 33-200-1

Zoning: 08-40 (Open Space — 40 acres minimurm)

Existing Use of Property: Property is operated as pumice mine.

List any other related permits and other public approvals
required for this project. (Local, State or Federal): Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Control District — Permit to Operate. County of Invo — Mining Reclamation
Plan and Mine Operation Annual Report

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Proposed Project: (Describe Completely)

he_area Ob vapsisie wssuues iy
AAIOLUI LLAE Y R/l ¥ILILL A VPillud o, L P WARFWERALALASE b WAEIRALLL v.....-...'.iallv the Sal'l'le ﬂS the e'xisti.ﬂﬂ min.il'l.ﬂ

operation. However. a portable sizing screen process will be added in order to reduce production

of out-of-specification material. This process will result in a beneficial environmental impact. as

fines are removed pror to additional processing. This will help to minimize the quantitv of fines
being processed and/or transported and will heip to minimize fugitive particulate emissions.

Plans: Attach any development plans, plot plans, design plans,
and elevations, which depict the proposed development.

Checklist: Are the following environmental impacts applicable
to the project. Discuss below all the items checked YES {attach
additional sheets 1f necessary):

YES NOC

X __ Change in existing features of any water courses,
natural vegetation, slopes or substantial alteraticon of
ground contours.
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Change in scenic views.

Thange in the pattern, scale or character of the
project area.

Generation of significant amounts of solid waste.
Generation of dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors.

Change in surface or ground water guality or quantity.
Change in existing noise or vibration levels.
Location of filled land or on slopes of 10% or more.

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous, toxic or
flammable materials.-

Increase in demand for municipal services (sheriff,
fire, water, sewer, electricity, etc.).

Increase in fossil fuel consumption.

Relationship to a larger project or series of
projects.

Discussion of all the above items checked YES:

See Attachment I
Environmental Information Form
Pacific Custom Materials - Pumice Mine
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:

Describe the project site as it now exists, including information
on topocgraphy, scils, plants, animals, drainage, climate, air
quality, access, traffic, utilities, noise and structures,

See Attachment I
Environmental Information Form
Pacific Custom Materials - Pumice Mine

Describe the surrounding properties, including information listed
above.

See Attachment I
Environmental Information Form
Pacific Custom Materials - Pumice Mine

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the statements furnished
above and in any attachments present the data and information
required for this Environmental Information Form to the best of
my ability, and the facts, statements and information presented
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

LTl ¥ 4 s ol
J
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Attachment I
Environmental Information Form
Pacific Custom Materials -Pumice Mine

CHECKLIST RESPONSES

The following discussion is in response to items checked YES on the Environmental
Information Form checklist.

Features

The proposed project is an expansion of the existing permitted mining operation. The existing and
proposed operations are “open-pit” mining. Both existing and proposed operations will result in
changes to the features of the natural vegetation, slope and ground contours. However, changes
are and will continue to be minimal and/or temporary, as the operation must comply with an
approved surface mining reclamation plan.

Scenic Views

The proposed mining activities are essentially the same as existing activities; therefore, views of
the actual operation will remain essentially the same. Topography in the proposed project area
consists of low rolling hills sloping to the southwest. Mining activities in the proposed area of
expansion will change the scemic view, as topography and vegetation are disturbed. Changes to
the scenic views will be either minimal and/or temporary, as the operation must comply with an
approved surface mining reclamation plan.

Pattern, Scale or Character

The pattern, scale or character of the proposed project area will change slightly from the existing
operation. The proposed project will utilize an additional two-deck screen and four conveyors at
the main plant, and a portable screening plant with three conveyors.

Dust, Ash, Smoke, Fumes or Odors

The current operation generates dust and exhaust fumes from the operation of mining equipment.
PCM proposes to add a portable screening process. This process removes fines prior to
additional processing. This will help to minimize the quantity of fines being processed and/or
transported and will help to minimize process and/or fugitive particulate emissions.

Throughout the history of the mine, it has been observed that the moisture content of the pumice
ranges from 11% to 15%. The significance of this naturally occurring water is that it helps
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minimize the generation of dust during the mining operation, To further reduce the potential dust
emissions, PCM policies and procedures include the following:

A watering truck applies water/dust suppressant to haul roads and around screening
plant operations.

All mining activities are ceased, when wind conditions are such that dust levels can not
be controlled,

The maximum speed limit for any vehicle on the property is [5 miles per hour.
Transfer points are enclosed.

Screens are covered with a fabric cover.

Mining and reclamation occur simultanecusly, which reduces the exposure of
disturbed areas.

Water spray bars are used as necessary.

Noise

The proposed project includes the addition of a portable screening process to reduce production
of out of specification material. This process includes the use of a self contained feed hopper,
screen, and three conveyors. The proposed project will also require the use of an additional two-
deck sizing screen and three electric conveyors at the main plant. Noise levels generated from the
proposed additional equipment will increase slightly from the existing operation, as equipment
additions are minimal. Most of the additional equipment will be powered from the extsting on-site

power supply.

No complaints have ever been received regarding noise levels at the mine. No sensitive receptors
are located in close proximity to the project; the nearest human residence is located approximately
2.7 miles from the mine.

Filled Land

Potentially Hazardous, Toxic or Flammable Materials

Potentially hazardous, toxic or flammable materials at the site are currently limited to the storage
of diesel, waste oil, used oil filters, antifreeze, spent antifreeze, and lubricating oils for equipment.

The operation employs best management practices in handling, storing and using potential
hazardous, toxic or flammable materials. Storage tanks T oot
oo " 0-gallon waste oil tank

Vaste oil, used oil filters

1 recycler,
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Fossil Fuel Consumption

The proposed project will result in a slight increase in fossil fuel consumption. The facility
currently operates a diesel powered electric generator to power processing equipment. The
proposed portable screening plant utilizes a self-contained diesel power supply. Additionally, the
proposed number of truck trips per day will increase from six to eight trips per day to eight to ten
trips per day.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:

The following discussion describes the project site as it now exists, including information on
topography, soils, plants, animals, drainage, climate, air quality, access, traffic, utilities,
noise and structures.

The proposed project site includes approximately 50 acres within the permitted pumice mine, and
approximately 25 acres in the proposed area of expansion, The proposed area of expansion
includes areas disturbed by previous owners.

No known endangered, threatened, or sensitive vegetation has been identified in the project area,
as vegetation and wildlife habitat within the proposed project area have either been disturbed or
eliminated. Vegetation previously idet ied in the proj .ed project area includes small brush,
pl ts, and trees, as described below.

Project Area Vegetation

Scientific Name Common Name

Ambrosia dumosa Bursage

Amsinckia tessillata Checker Fiddleneck
Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush
Atriplex confertiafolia Shadscale

Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush
Sitanion histrix Squirrel Tail
Sitanion gibatum Squirrel Tail *
Stipa speciosa N.CN.

Yucca brevifolia Joshua Tree

The approved surface mine reclamation plan and the surface mine reclamation plan application
address reclamation of disturbed areas.

Wildlife has not been observed in the proposed project area.

Visual quality is impacted by processing equipment, which occupies approximately one acre, and
stockpiles of mined material covering appreximately five acres.
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The project area is in an arid climate zone, and the precipitation averages six inches of rainfall per
year.

Air quality is impacted by the mining operation. However, the operation complies with Permits to
Operate issued by the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District. Emissions resulting
from the combustion of fossil fuels are minimal. One diesel generator is currently used to power
equipment, and proposed changes will necessitate the use of an additional generator. Proposed
process changes will help minimize process and/or fugitive dust emissions. In addition, operating
policies and procedures are designed to further minimize dust emissions and include:

A watering truck applies water/dust suppressant to haul roads and around screening
plant operations.

All mining activities are ceased, when wind conditions are such that dust levels can not
be controlled.

The maximum speed limit for any vehicle on the property is 15 miles per hour.
Transfer points are enclosed.

Screens are covered with a fabric cover.

Mining and reclamation occur simultaneously, which reduces the exposure of
disturbed areas.

Water spray bars are used as necessary.

The mine is located approximately two miles south of the community of Olancha and five and
one-half miles east on Cactus Flat Road. The mine is approximately one-half mile north of the
Cactus Flats Road.

Traffic, related to the existing operation, consists of approximately six to eight truck trips per day
and employee transportation to and from the site. Currently there are five employees at the mine.
The number of truck trips per day will be increased to approximately eight to ten and the number
of employees will be increased to eight.

No public utilities are required at the mine.

Even though noise is generated by the operation, no complaints have ever been received regarding
noise levels at the mine. No sensitive receptors are located in close proximity to the project; the
nearest human residence is located approximately 2.7 miles from the mine.

Employees are trained regarding health hazards associated to noise levels and the use of hearing
protection.

There are no permanent structures located on the property, with the exception of pre-cast
concrete blocks supporting the portable truck scale. All other equipment whether currently in use
or proposed is temporary. The current reclamation plan requires that all structures, equipment,
foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris be removed from the site within three months of closure.
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The following discussian describes the surrounding properties, including information listed
above.

The surrounding properties are similar to the proposed project erea. Surrounding properties are
open desert with rolling hills sloping to the southwest.

No known endangered, threatened, or sensitive vegetation has been identified in the immediate
surrounding area. As per the Inyo County Planning Department, Cymopterus ripleyi has been
identified approximately a mile from the project area. Vegetation previously identified in the
immediate area surrounding the project includes small brush and plants, as described below.

Surrounding Area Vegetation

Scientific Name Common Name

Ambrosia dumosa Bursage

Amsinckia tessillata Checker Fiddleneck
Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush
Atriplex confertiafolia Shadscale

Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush
Sitanion histrix Squirrel Tail
Sitanion gibatum Squirrel Tail

Stipa speciosa N.C.N.

Yucca brevifolia Joshua Tree

Coyotes have been observed in the area immediately surrounding the project. No other wildlife
has been observed in the area immediately surrounding the project.

Air quality, visual quality, traffic, and noise conditions associated with the surrounding properties
do not contribute to the environmental impact associated with the project, as land use associated

with the surrounding areas is open space.

No structures or utilities are located on the surrounding properties.
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COUNTY OF INYO
MINING RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE |DATE] 15-Dec-97] USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY
This application is for a: (check the appropriate box(es)) |ASSIGNED RP#

Mining Operations [____|  Sand/Gravel Pit Screening Plant
[]  MillingOperation [___]  ConcreteBatchPlant [ |  Asphalt Baich Plant
[ ] Exploration ] oOther (describe)
1 JTYPE OF RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION:
[] WNewRecPln [] Exploration Rec Plan
Existing Reclamation

Amended Rec Plan |:] Amended Exploration Plan Number 934

APPLICANT:
Name Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. Phone (818) 240-5160

Address 715 North Central Avenue

City Glendale State CA Zip 91203

REPRESENTATIVE;
Name Fred Smalley Phone 760-764-2248

100 US Highway 395

City Olancha State Ca Zip

Ely Trust {805) 569-2303

Box 90960

City Sania Barbara State CA Zip 93180

(818) 240-5160

Name Pacific Custom Materials, Inc.

Address 715 North Central Avenue

City Glendale State CA Zip 51203

LESSEE:
Name Pacific Custom Materials, Inc. Phone (818) 240-5160

Address 715 North Central Avemue

Glendale
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"_—|7 FEE CALCULATION:

Acreage 754 - 5= 704 X 50 = $3520 + §$1750 + $5270
If less than five acres then fee is 51750.00

Amended with no increase in acreage is $500. Total feeis:  $5.270

8§ |LOCATION:
Assessor Parcel Number(s) 33-200-01

Section(s) Township(s) 20 South Range(s)

Latitude 36 Degrees, 14 Minutes Longitude 117 Degrees, 55 Minuies

9 |CLA1M DESCRIPTION(S).
NAME RECORDED

Project Site is Located on Privale Property

[T} I GEOLOGY: Describe the peology ot the grea with a more detailed geologic description of the mirerz] deposil to be
mined and principle minerals or rock types present. If referenced in geologic report, please attach copy.

The project area is located in the Basin Range Province of California. This geomerphic province is charactertzed by north-
south trending mounlains and valleys with great topographic relief. Because of Lhe faulted valleys, draimage in Lhe Great Basin
is interior with penerally high evaporaticon rates. Most of the lakes and streams in (his region are ephemetal, holding water only
after heavy rains. ’

Rock types exposed in the Basin Range Province comprise the oldest (Precambrian) Lo the youngest {Recent), with granitic,
metamorphic, and sedimenlary rocks well represented. In the project area volcanoes have been very aclive in the last 10,000
years, accounting for the ubundant pumice deposits that are quarried at the mine.

Purnice 15 the only type of rock being mined at the site. It is a waterlain deposit from 5 (o 40 feet thick that dips approximately
6 degrees to the wesl. The moisture content of the “in situ” pumice varies from 11% to 15%. The consolidation of the deposit
15 such that it can be excavated without blasting. However, it is cohesive enough to stand in vertical faces. In most of the
project area, the pumice is on the surface with zero Io little overburden. No faulls or folds are exposed on the property.

11 IENVRONN!ENT: Give a description of the environmental setting of the site and surrounding areas Describe existing
land use, (opography, vegetalion wildlife, surface and groundwater characterisics Describe
average rain fall and other [actors pertaining to the environrment.

is e associated with both the

-hills sloping to the southwest. Most of the surface|

zlaimed as stipulated n Lhe approved surface mine
uh.-jcorﬁn_ e T coNE Y w)‘ I
P - iwhil D Sl

ween identified in the project area.

9 12/96




Attachment B .
T1JENVIRONMENT contitmed '

Vegetation and wildlife habitat within the project area have either been disturbed or eliminated. The approved mine reclamation
plan addresses reclamation of disturbed areas, Vegetation previously identified in the proposed area includes:

Scientific Name Common Name

Ambrosia dumosa Bursage

Amsinckin tessillata Checker Fiddleneck
Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush
Atriplex confertiafalia Shadscale

Sitanion Histrix Squirrel Tail
Sitanion Gibatum Squirrel Tail

Stipa Speciosa N.CN.

Larrea tridentata Creosole Bush

Yucca brevifolia Joshua Tree

No wildlife has been observed in the project area.

The project area is in an arid climate zone, and the precipitation averages six inches of rainfall per year. Rainfall provides the only
naturally occurring source of water on the property.

Air quatity is impacted by the mining operation; however, the operation complies with permits to operate issued by the Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Conirol District  Emissions resulting from the combustion of fossil fuels are minimal. One diesel generator is
currently used to power equipment, and proposed changes will necessitate the use of an additional generator. Proposed process

changes will help minimize process and/or fugitive dust emissions. In addition, operating polities and procedures are designed to
further minimize dust emissions.

Traffic related to the existing operation consists of approximately six to eight truck trips per day and employee transportation to and
from the site. Currently there are five employees at the mine. The number of truck tripz per day will be increased to approximately
eight to ten and the oumber of employees will be increased to eight

Even though noise is generated by the operation, no complaints have ever been received regarding noise levels at the mine. No
sensitive receptars are located in close proximity o the pruject; the nearest human residence is located approximately 2.7 miles
from (he mine. Employees are trained regarding health hazards associated 1o noise levels and the use of hearing protection.

Nbo public utilities are required at the mine. There are no permanent structures located on the property, with the exception of pre-
cast concrete blocks supporling the portable truck seale. All other equipment whether currently in use or proposed is temmporary. The
current reclamation plan requires that all structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris be removed from the site
within three months of closure.

12 JCULTURAL RESOQURCES: Give a breif synopsis of any archaeological or historical siginificance of the area.
o the best of our knowledge, there is no cultwrnl or historica! significance related to the project area. Visual observations
do not indicate any archazological or historical significance. The project area has been previously disturbed

13 IMAPS:
Provide maps showing the following:

1 Vicinity map showing access routes,
2 A workable coniour map showing all proposed features and structures. Suggested scale of 1"=400".
This map shall also show permanent control points Lied to the Sections, Township, and Range the
the operation is located on. Depending upon the size of the operation and terrain, the contours levels
should be adequate to show the features of the mine. Contour levels of 2 R to 10 ft should be adequate,
2 A contour map showing the disturbed area after the proposed reclamation has been completed.

9/12/96
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P14 !MINING OPERATION:

A Proposed Starting Date: Mining in Progress

B. Name of Mine or Project: Pacific Custom Materials - Pumnice Mine

Minerals to be Mined: Pumice
ORE WASTE (Fines) TOTAL
Maximim Yearly Production: 80,000 Tons 40,000 Tens 120,000 Tons

Estimated Mine Life: 10 Years Estimated Time to Compleie Reclamation: 10 Years

Operation is: Conlinuous |:|Inlermir[cnt |:'Scasonal
Operation is: DNew Site E[n Operation [:llnactive
Days per Week: Daily Hours: __ 8 Stading Time: 6:00AM
Estimated Wurmber of Employees: Shifts per Day: 1

Type of housing (if needed).  No Housing Required

| 13 |MINE DIMENSIONS:
Highest Elevadon: 4,580 Feet Road Width: 20 feet Bermed

Maximum Depth: 60 Feet Road length: <0.5 Miles
Maximum Length: 2460 Feel mm Wi © 1,900 Feet Road Grade:  Variable | to 4 degrees

Angle of Repose of Native or host material’ 32 Degrees

Bench Height: 30 Feet Bench Width: 20 Feet

16 IS[ZE OF OPERATION (in Acres):
Owned Leased Tatal acres 75 Acres

Patented Sub-Leased Reclaimed 11 Acres

Unpatened Other To be Reclaimed 64 Acres

Fines Describe waste piles, stockpiles, tailings ponds, other ponds and leach pads.
Stockpile Answer for EACH pile, pond or pad where appropriate.

Higest Elevation 4580 Feet Overall slope Angle 10 Degrees

Maximum Height Surface area of Ponds N/A

Maximum Length 435 Feet Depth of ponds N/A

Maximum Width 435 Feet Fines are used for reclamation.

Fewtn ¢ Svmbed a0 eNervurahers

912196




Attachment B
} 18 JMINING METHODS (check t apply)

Open Pit Shovel Truck Waste Dump

Borrow Pit Dragline Tailings pond
Gravel/Sand Pit Single Bench Quarry
Clay Pit Multibench Exploration
Hill Top Underground Vat Leaching

Side Hill Hardrock Qther (describe)

HUUDOH

[ 19 [OTHER CONSTRUCTION: (check all that apply)

Access Roads : Explosive Siorage Sheds
Asphalt Batch Plant Office Site Shops
Stockpiles
Tailings Dams

Tanks

Bathhouse (dry) On Site Living Qtrs.
Blasting Sewage Disposal
Concrete Batch Plant Plant Site
Conveyors Screcning WaterWells

Waste Dumps

HHUOOUH

Crushers Settling Ponds

Other (describe)

20 [PROCESSING:
A. Check all box(es) that describe operations

Crushing :I
Miliing [x ]
Washing I____]
Flotation [:I

B. List Chemicals Used in the Processing

Asphalt Batch
Precipitate
Hand Sort

Smelting
Other (describe)

10000) D00ROBOR (0OOBOD P

None




[2L]ACCESS:

22 IAIR QUALITY:

23 'WATER QUALITY / SUPPLY:

24 IENERGY: List Amount of Energy to be Constmed per Month by the Project

_. Attachment B :.

Describe existing access routes to the operation site. Describe any proposed new access routes o be constructed.

The mine is located appreximately 2 miles south of the community of Olancha and five and one-half miles east. Access to the
mine from Highway 395 south of Olancha is on Cactus Flats Road.

No new access routes are required,

List number and types of vehicles and equipment associated with the project.

() Caterpillar D8 Dozer (6) Sizing Screens (Portable Screening Plant Included)
{2) Front End Wheel Loaders Caterpillar 966 (24) Beilt Conveyors

{1) Water Truck (1) Screw Conveyor

(1) Bobcat Loader (2) Roll Crushers

{1) Service Truck with Welder (1) Diesel Generator

{1) Gallion Grader (1) Water Pump

Source of Fresh Water LA Aquaduct Chemicals Used Nane

Gallons per Day Fresh 8,000 (Summaer) Methods of Chemical Disposal Nol Applicable
4,000 (Winter)
Gallons per Day Recycled Zero

Proposed Sewage System Porlable Toilet

Total Gallons Used per Day 8,000 { Summer); 4,000 (Winter)

Diesel Fuel 4,082 Gallons

Electricty

225 kw Diesel Generator (an site)

Natural Gas None Crher (type) 166 Gallons Gasoline

Propane None

25 |SITE ALERATIONS:

Describe the site alterations that will be produced by your proposed project. For instances, descrbe
topographic changes, storm flows that will have to be channelized, length of new roads and/or
easernents and other such changes.

Existing operations result and proposed modifications will result in changes to the features of the natural vegetation, slope and
ground contours. However, changes are amd will continue to be minimal and/or temporary, as the operation complies with an
approved surface mine reclamation plan.

Tisturbed areas are reclaimed and will continue to be reclaimed.

Natural drainage patterns have been maintained.

page s



#‘N . AttachmentB ‘
If your project requires its from other agencies, please identify the agency and type of

permits. Some of the agencies ar departments that you may have to oblain permits listed
below: Great Basin Unified Air Pollutio Control District - Permit to Operate

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District County Road Department

Lahontan Regional Water Control Board Bureau of Land Management
County Environmental Health California Department of Fish and Game
County Building and Safety Department Inyo National Forest

27 IHAZARDOUS WASTES; AIR QUALITY; AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

Pursuant to Section 65962.5(e) of the California Government Code the project site
IS D IS NOT identified in the laiest list prepared by the Secretary of Envirenmental Affairs

as a hazardows waste site.

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a)(1) of the California Government Code the applicant
WILL [ X] WILL NOT need to compply with Section 25505, 25533, and 25534 of the California Health
and Safety Code requiring a hazardous material business plan; hazardons materials regestration forms,

and the preparation of a Risk Management and PreventionProgram (RMPP), respectively, and the requirements

for a permit for construction or modification from the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District
(Hazardous Materials Busiress Plan and Great Basin UAPCD Aunthority to Construct are required )

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a)(2) of the California Government Code the applicant

WILL [ | WILLNOT[X] handie acutely hazardous materials as defined by Section 25500 et. seq.

of the California Health and Safety Code. If "will" is checked then a natice of requirement to comply with or
determination of exemption for a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP) from the Imyo County
Environmental Health Department shall be attached to this application pursuant to Section 65850.2(b) of the
California Government Code.

Pursuant to Section 65850,2(b) of the California Government Code the applicant shall anach certification from
the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District that the Project is in compliance with any disclosures required
by Section 42303 of the California Health and Safety Code concerning information needed by them to determine

air pollution resulting from the project.

28 IPROPOSED OR POTENTIAL USE OF THE LAND AFTER RECLAMATION:

Open Space

29 [METHODS OF RECLAMATION:(Check all that apply)

Bacldilling Topsoil Salvage

[X] Regrading

Soil Augumention

Rehabilitation of drainage

Equipment and refuse removal

Mitigate Hazards

DHHHEOR

Other (describe)

9/12/96
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30 JIMING OF REC'_LAMATlo! t

check one
Mining and reclamation will be done simultancously

-

Stale sequence of mining and reclamation.

Reclamation will be done afier mining is complete

Reciamation activilies occur simullancously with the mining operation.

The operation includes mining and processing of pumice. Processing of the pumice takes place at the main plant and at the
flotation plant. The proposed operation includes processing at the portable screening plant. The main processing plant is
located near the center of the pumice deposit, however, it may be relocated at some point in lime in order to expedite
reclamation activities prior to closure of the mine. Az saon as the quarrying operalions are lerminated in an area,
reclamation activities are initiated. Reclamation includes recontouring and revegetation as stipulated in the reclamation
plan.

The answers to questions 28, 29, & 30 ARE NOT Your Reclamation Plan!! The Reclamation
Plan can be wrilten on paicsls;md 16 of (his application. Additional pages may be used,

NOTE:

31 rFINANCIAL- ASSURANCE ;

Settion 2773.1 of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) requires that financial asusrances be established
for each surface mining operation (o ensure reclamation is perfarmed in accordance with the mining operation's

reclamation plan. The assurance is to be reviewed on an annual basis to account for newly disturbed land, reclamation
perfarmed, and inflation. The reclamation performed must be in accordance with the approved reclamation plan.

Please provide a detailed breakdown of all costs and calculations in arriving at the required reclamation. This cost
breakdown shall take into account the status of the operation for the next year. It shall take into account all mining
performed in the past and Lhrough the next year, including reclamation that has been approved by the lead ageney.

Below are the steps required to calculate financialassurances on a mine reclamation plan, There are many osts estimating
manuals available to assist you with your coste cstimates. Any manuals used should be referenced. Data on equipment
production rates and operating costs are usually published by the equipment manufacture. Labor rates are also
published. Substantialion of labor rates is required.

Describe the TASKS to be perfarmed,

{dentify the EQUIPMENT necessary to camplete each task.
Identify LABOR requirements for each task.

Identify MATERIALS needed for each task.

List Material COSTS.

Caleulate PRODUCTION Rates

Define UNIT costs.

@ NN AWM

T e Yy
A W20

MULTIPLY the Unit Casts by Production Rates.
Calculate MOBILIZATION costs.

Define MONITORING requirements.

ADD the costs for all cost items in cost categary.
ADD TOTAL COSTS for al} categories.

Add charges for SUPERV{SION, QVERHEAD, CONTINGENGIES.
Calculate THIRD PARTY CONTRACT COSTS.

TOTAL all costs to arrive at Total Estimated Reclamation Caosts.

9/12/96
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-~ # 32 | RECLAMATION ACTI AND COSTS: Basad on Current Reclamation Costs

Reciamation Manpower Equipment Material Material
Activity Required Costs/Hour Reguired Costs/Hour Required Costs

Regrading Quarry Operator $24/Hour DY Cat $150/Hour Fuel 3489
$ $ 3
Revegetation Laborer $18/Hour $ Seed $9.600

3 3 3

Equipment Iron $24MHour/ 966 E Cat $67Hour Fuel 79

Removal Workers (3)  Worker 3
Truck $300/Round $

$ Trip $

Manitoring 3 3180/Round b
$ Trip _ b

$ $

b $

b $

33 | PRDUCTICON RATES List Source of Production Rate Data
Catepillar Preformance Handbook, 23rd Edition

The tasks calculations listed below may not be enough tasks to cover the needed tasks to reclaim the mine disturbance.
Use additlonal pages to show these calculations. This form may not cover all types of calculations. IT this is the
case show these calculations and explain the calculations.

54 | TASK 1 Regrading Quarry Describe Task  Reduce south facing wall to 3 to 1 slope

Equipment D9 Cat Quantity 94,611 Cubic Yards

Production Operator Ease of Task Side by Side Grade Adjusted
UnitsHour X Efficdency X Material X FEfficiency X Dozing X 20%Down = UnitsHour
1,150 Q.75 1.7 0.83 1.2 14 2044

liem Htem Cost X Quanity Rate Total Cost
D9 Cat 3150/Hour 94,611 2044 Cubic $6,900

Yards/Hour

[tem Ttem Cost X Quantity = Total Cost
$24/Hour 46 Hours 3104

ltem Cost X Quantity X Rate = Total Cost
Fuel -80/gal 44 Hours 13 gal/Hour 470
TASK 2 Revegetation Deserbe Tk Approximaffle 80 acrghio be seeded
m”~ N
Item W‘{é A% Ttem Cost X
Seed $192/Acre $7,565

Item Cost X Quantity X Rale = Total Cost
Laborer $18%/How 39.4 Acres 2 Hours/Acre $1,183

2

page 9 9/12/96
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34 | TASK 3 Remov Equipment Describe Task Load and Transport Equipment

{tem ItemCost X Quantity = Total Cost
Front End Wheel Loader Caterpillar 966 $67Hour 41 Hours $2,747

{tem ItemCost X Quaniity = Total Cost

Trucking (Based on Round Trips (RT)) $300/RT TRT $2,100

Item Hem Cost X Quantity X Item = Tolal Cost
Opemator/lron Worker $24/Hour 41 Hours 3 Workers $2,952

Item Item Cost X Quantity X Rate = Tiem Cost
Fuel .B0/pal 41 Hours 13 gal/Hour 3427

Mobilization Describe Task D9 Cat Mobilization

lem Cost X Quantity =_Total Cost
$67/Houwr 8 Hours 3536

ftem Cost X Quantty = Total Cost
$24/Hour & Hours $192

TASK 5 Mobilization Describe Task Front End Loader Mobilization

llem Iem Cost X Quantity
Front End Wheel Loader Caterpillar 966 $67Hour 8 Hours

{term Item Cost X Quantity
Operator _ $24/Hour & Hours

Monitoring Describe Task  Site Visit

Tiem Rate X ItemCost X Quantity
Monitoring (Based or. Round Trips (RT)) 2 RTs/Year 180/RT S Years




' 34 I TASK 7

4. ) Attachment B :1

Describe Task

Quanity
Operator Ease of Task Time
Units’hr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X round trig = _hoursfunit

Quanity / (hours/unit) = hours

Quanity

Operator Ease of Task Time
Unitshr X Effici X Materiat X Efficie X round trip = hours/unit

Quanity / (howrsunit) =  hours

Describe Task

Equipment

Quanity
Operator Ease of Task Time
Unitshr X _Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X roundtrip = hours/unit

Quanity / (hoursfunit} = hours

Describe Task

—Equipmeat

Quanity

Operator Ease of Task Time
Unitshr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X round trip = bours/unit

Quanity / (hourshmit) =  hours
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Quanity

Operator Ease of Task Time

Unitshr X Eﬂicieng X Material X Eﬂicieg X round uig = hours/unit

Quanity / (hoursunit) =  howrs

Describe Task

Quanity

Operator Ease of Task Time
Units’hr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X roundtrip = hours/unit

Quanity / (hoursfunit) =  howrs

Describe Task

Quanity

Operator Ease of Task Time
Unitshr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X round trip = hours/unit

Quanity / (hours/unit) =  hours

Describe Task

Quanity

Operator East of Task Time
Units’hr X Efficiency X Material X Efficiency X round trip = howrs/unit

Quanity / (hoursfunit) =  hours
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SUMMARY SHEET MINING AND MILLING OPERATIONS

Section 2773.1 of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) requires that financial assurances

be established for each mining operation 1o ensure reclamation is performed in accordance with the surface
mining operation’s approved reclamation plan. The assurance is to be reviewed on an annual basis to account
for pew lands disturbed, inflation, and reclamation of lands completed in accordance with the approved
reclamation plan.

Please provide calculations for the estimate of actual costs of reclamation of your operation based on exisling
and/or anticipated disturbance resulting from your operation over the next year, or (or the \otal disturbance.
Thesse calculations should show a detailed breaddown of cost 1o mcliude, but not be limited 1o the {following
items.

Earthwork Recontouring
Tasks Manpower Equipment

1,104 6,900

Regrading Quarry

Mobilization 192 1,200

LR B I T T ]
Lo IR B ]
AV B AR

@A
L]
L]

Subtotal

Revegetation/ Stahilization
Tasks

Revegelation

AN
o A YR
LI B R NI

v
v
&

Subtotal

Detoxification / Disposal of Wastes
Tasks Hours

912/96
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@

' D. Structure Removal .

Tasks

Hours Manpower Equipment Malerials

4,847

Remove Equipment 41 2,952

536

Mobilization 8 192

Subtotal

Monitoring
Tasks

Site Visits (RT)

Subiotal

Total

Cumulative Tolal

Contingency (10%)
Insurance (on site Liability)(1.5%)

Contract Administration (15%)

Bond (performance & payment)(1.5%) b3 443

2,957

Profit (10%)

GRAND TOTAL 5 40,812

All Rexlamation Costs are to be calculated as third party cantracts. The County will put reclamation contrects out to bid
in case of operator default. If you seek a bond reduction based upon your own "iu house" equipment and personnel
submit a second cost malysis and a writtten request for the reduction to the County.

36 lTYPE OF FINANCIAL ASSURANCES (check one):

Surety Bond l__—l Government Agency

[C] trrevocable Letter of Credit Inyo County has County approved forms for each of the

following types of financial assurances.
Financial assurances must be on the County approved
form. Contact the County for the correct form.

NOTE;

[C] Trust Funds (Cash Certificate of Deposit)

page 14 91296
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37 _IR.ECLAMATION PLAN: question sfiould be angwered afler question 31 is answered.)
Use this space to write your reclamation plan. Use additional shects if necessary.

Current Status

Pumice mining and reclamation activities occur simullanesusly, as part of the normal operating procedures at the
Pacific Customn Matcenals Pumice Mine. The mine has an estimated remaining life of ten years, Once Lhe pumice
supply is depleted, no other mining is planned. Currently, approximately 11 acres of disturbed land have been
regraded and reseeded. Current recfamation rates exceed the reclamation rate of two acres per year stipulated in
Conditional Use Permit # 93-5. The proposed final contour map submitted as pant of this Surface Mining
Reclamation Plan Application identifies areas alrcady veclaimed, arens ta be reclaimed, and the timing of
reclamation,

Upon completion of all mining and processing operations any disturbed areas that have not been previously
reclaimed will be reclaimed in sccordance with ap approved Surface Mining Reclamation Plan

Miging and Prucessing QOperations

The existing and proposed operatians include mining and proceysing of pumice,

ever muimal topsor! is presen
isting vertical cutg vary in heil =
ting were to occur At present Lhere |5 no
ERLRLAY L8 JES1 I L LALALIGL WAL WU LU WS IAILIVLL UL WLE PO, L UE pl’D’”SEd maxmum dq'.d'l o('mi.ning iS &0
feet.

A dozer is utilized to rip the pumice depasit and a front-end wheel loader picks up and hauls the pumice to Lhe
Hma‘m plant. However, PCM is proposing to haul the pumice to the portable screening arca prior to hauling the
pumice (o Lhe main plant. At Lhe porlable screening plant, the pumice will be tnitially sereened to reduce
production of aut-of- specification malerial. This process will also resuit o a beneficial environmental impact, as
the quantity of fines being processed and/or transporied, which may contribute lo either process or fugilive
particulate emissions, will be significantly reduced.

From Lhe portable screeaing plant pumice would then be hauled to the main plant, Primary processing of the
pumice currently takes place and would continue to take place at the main plant and [lotation plant. Processing
inciudes crushing, screening, and flotaticn. Fines and coarse apgregates are stockpiled for present and future
reclamation, The main processing and flatalion plants are currently located near the center of the pumice deposit.
However, Lhe main plant may be mlocatcd at some point in time in order 1o expedila reclamation nctivities prior ta
closure of (he mine. The portable screening plant will be located near the miung aclivity.

Reclamation

WLLD6
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‘1 38 [NOTIFICATION OF RESPO ILITY

I, Jim Milam , the undersigned representing (the) Pacific Custom Materials, Inc.

(myselficompany/corporation) legal holder of the possessory interest, mineral and/ surface rights

to the property commonly known as Pacific Custom Materials Pumice Mine located in

Township 20 South  Ramge 37East  Section(s) 1 (SBBM OR MDBM)

circle oae

do, hereby, acknowledge to abide by the reclamation plan submitted with the application

Individual Acknowledgment:

See Attached

Corporation Acknowledgment:

9/12/%6
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L ) .
ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT

State of California
County of _ Contra Costa } S8

On _February 20, 1998 before me, Julia D. Hoffman, Notary Public

{DATE} {NOTARY)
personally appeared Jim Milam

SIGNER(S)

k] personally known to me - OR- [ proved to me on the basis of satisfactory
evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s)
is/are subscribed to the within instrument and
acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed
the same in his/her/their authorized
capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their
signature(s) on the instrument the person(s),
or the entity upon behalf of which the
person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

o | WIYNE hand and official seal.
ﬁ JULIA D. HOFFMAN @ YNESS my band and official se
Comm. £ 1173377 m
SIS 0TARY PUILIC - CALFORNIA ‘I
Contrz Coste County
: Hv Comm, Expires Fed. 11.200_[

- Ncmuw s ssom pns

J\.]flla D. Hoffman

The information below is not required by law. However, it could prevent fraudulent attachment of this ackmowl-
edgment to an unauthorized document,

CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER (PRINCIPAL) DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

[J wovmuaL
[x] cORPORATE OFFICER . Notification of Responsibility

, . TITLE OR TYPE OF DOCUMENT
RBegional Qperations Manager

TITLE(S}

1

[] paRTNER(S) NUMBER OF PAGES

[J ATTORNEY-IN-FACT
0 trusTEECS) February 20, 1998

] GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR DATE OF DOCUMENT
L] otHER;

J

RIGHT THUMBPRINT

SIGNER IS REPRESENTING: OF
NAME OF PERSON(S) OR ENTITY(IES)
SIGNER

et et bttt ettt et et e e e et e ea)

Pacific Custom Materials, Ing,

Yop of Ihumbprint have,

-

G- W @ T D CTTTER B e T A aTETe N TEENT ST D ATRR 3 e FACR R S AT ) @V AT T, e 1 @I T YT

APA 5197 VALLEY-SIERRA, 800-362-33569
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[T TATPIICATTS CERTIFICA FFILING, (Legal owner of the property mWRe)

If more than one person is involved in the ownership of the property or mineral rights a separate
page must be attached tothis application which lists the names and addresses of all persons having
interes! in the ownership of the property or mineral rights.

All applicants for surface mining reclamation plans who are not also the recorded owner(s) of the
property mnst submit a signed statement by the property/mineral rights owner(s) authorizing them
to act on their behalf.

1 certify under penalty of perjury that ¥ am the owner of record, or as noted below and the owner of record

has knowledge of and consents to the proposed surface mining reclamation plan application for this property
I further certify that the information confained is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

EACH SIGNATURE BELOW NEEDS TO BE NOTARIZED

Individual or Corporate Acknowledgment:

_%L% m Legal Owner(s) (all individual owners must sign as their

Date names appear on the deed to the land)

Address

Individual or Carporate Acknowledgment:

9/12/96
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CAI.IFOI'INIA AI.I. PURPOSE ACKNOW DGMENT

State of California

County of ~SHTh B RLAREAH

onMERCE. W Y pefore me, E .M. STevensSaw | apraey Pudi

Cata Narne and Title of Officer (e.g.. “Jane Dae. Notary Publicy |

personally appeared WHhMmA 1S . EL"[

Name(s; ¢l Signer(s)

/‘&personaily known to me
O proved to me on the basis of satisfactory
evidence

to be the person{€) whose name(g] is/are
subscribed to the within instrument and
acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed
the same in hks/hertkedr  authorized
capacity(ies), and that by kis‘her/their
signature(#) on the instrument the personig), or
: the entity upon behalf of which the person(#)
\" H)’ My Comm. Beirs g"n"_'m acted, executed the instrumant.

WITNESS hand and officiat seal,
NZEY

Place Notary Seal Above Signalure of Natary Pullic

OPTIONAL

Though the information below is not required by faw, it may prove vajuable ta persons relying on the document
and cowld prevent fraudufent removal and reattachment of this form to another document.

Description of Attached Document
Title or Type of Docurment: ARLLenaTs CRPTMAATI) O AuNTr
OWARR, F AASUEBeRY  WWTEREST + W OwNERL

Deecument Date; Number of Pages: \

Signer(s} Other Than Named Abcve:

Capacity(ies) Claimed by Signer

Signer's Name: AIGHT THUMBPRINT
P OF SIGNEA
Individual Top of thumiz hers

Caorperate Officer — Titte(s):
Partner — O Limited O General
Attomey in Fact

Trustee

Guardian or Conservator

Othar:

x"
=
;_)
>
{;
&
3
:
*
<
&
2
2
%
24"
8
4
b
&
§
£
g
g
o)
%
g
3
%
¥
&
A
_e;.
4
3
%
§
8
g
%
%
I)
)
&
A
g
3
g
g
g
q
g
;
]
g
%
g
g
“
g
4
g

:

Signer Is Representing:

& 1997 Malional Nolary Association » 9350 Da Sato Ave , PO, Box 2402 » Chatswordh, T4 81313-2a02 Prod, Mo, 5307 Reordar Call Tall-Free 1-800-876-5827
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NAMES & ADDRESSES OF OWNERS
WITHIN 300' OF 33-200-01
OWNER: Ely Trust
LESSEE: Pacific Custom Material, Inc
REQUESTED BY: Bob Booher, Danali Inc

33-140-01 State of Califomnia State Lands Division
1807 13th St, Sacramento CA 95814

33-200-02 John Stewart
2616 Martha, Torrance CA 90501

33-200-28  Billy E & Marguerite M Foster
212 E Quincy, Pittsburg KS 66762

33-200-31 Incardinated Priests of Diocese of Fresno
Priestly Form Program Diocese of Fresno
Attn: Property Dept
1550 N Fresno St, Fresno CA 93703

33-200-32 Incardinated Priests of Diocese of Fresno

Priestly Form Program Diocese of Fresno
Attm: Property Dept
1550 N Fresno St, Fresno CA 93703

33-200-34  Ely Trust
Wilma E Ely, Trustee
777 Charlotte Ln, Santa Barbara CA 93105

33-200-35 Ely Trust
Wilma E Ely, Trustee
777 Charlotte Ln, Santa Barbara CA 93105

33-200-37 Ely Trust
Wilma E Ely, Trustee
777 Charlotte Ln, Santa Barbara CA 93105

33-200-40  United States of America Bureau of Land Management
2800 Cottage Way-E2807, Sacramento CA 95825

Prepared by Lorena Miller
Supervisor-Fiscal Services
November 6, 1997
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BTATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE FESOURCES AGENGY
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT

DFG 753,58 (5-81) -~ ‘o-"
i p t“)lﬂmnrn “]

21401
e -2 G4

Lead Agency: :Inh L0
y .
County/State Agency of Filing; A e D

Document No.:

Project Titok L n gs-4 ¢ u.p‘ 943-5
Project Appilcant Name: fﬁ 0a fof ‘ﬁ eraﬁ L{/ljﬂ ﬁf,u ?."&:-

Fhuna%rg;g%'ﬁ/ (:ﬂ( J

Project Applicant Address‘:Zf ; il/[/ Cﬂf;ﬁ\t é Z&fff 5‘(&22,/ OL{}éﬂ/&lé' q/a? (4 5

Project Applicant (check appropriate box);  Local Public Agency [

School Distriet [

Other Special Diswict [ |

Siate Agency D Private Enti
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
{ )_ Environmental Impact Report $850.00 $
. Negative Declaration stes0m 8 S H L0 &
{ } Application Fee Water Diversion (State Water Resources Control Board Ontly)  $850.00  §
{ } Projects Subject to Certified Regulatory Programs $850.00 %
e ) Gounty Administrative Fea g2500 § L D
f'% Project that is exempt from fees g o (,-}
e " TOTAL RECEIVED s/ 75 ¢

fe
Swgnature and titie of pargan receiving payment : / £

P AEd Axe/ e P e

~

i FIRST COFY-PRCJECT APPLICANT BECOND CX)E‘I’-DFG;‘FASE THIAD COFY-LEAD AGENCY FOLRTH COPY-COLINTY/STATE AGENEY___OF-_FIEI:IG__— .
VENDOR: PACIFIC NATURAL AGGRAGATE CO.
CRRERNC  VBYTRYOICEND  INVOICE DATE INVOICE AMOUNT AMOUNT PAID DISCOUNT TAKEN NET CRECKAMOUNT
479 N 05/19/94 1,275.00 1,275.00 .00 1,275.00
T Check total 1,275.00
Ate e TETL wns Ol Gy~
/f:-_!; }, c.’;lf &( éﬂ’n":' £ f”)'&;fdm_: - f"?‘_.","J;_; ‘_)
Ditecrnents s ponliime 2 D7 o0 EJPETEH '
- EEczpyrp dCHUCK
KT D - E CUHTIS et 1
s o
JUN 2 01934 SANDY ok
EARL
Y0 62 P oy ‘
L R I T e &

T

i 7 T AN T ¥



Matice of Determinz* on

Attachment B
To: X Office of Pianning and Research From: (Public Agency) Inyo County Planning
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Department, P.0. Drawer "L", Independence
Sacramento, CA 95814 (Address)
Tnvo Ca. 93526
XX County Clerk ny
Connty of

JUN 21 1994
BEVERLY 4. nArRY

IO SOUNTY GLERK
Subject: éﬁl MUT‘(
¢

Fliing of Notice of Determinatlon in compliance with Section 21108 OF 2 of the Public Resources Code.

Reclamation Plan##93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight
Project Title A PACIFc VRTU AL ReREGATE C‘”‘"@/ — /M( Products
619-878-0263

93052039 Curtis E. Kellogg
Siate Cleaninghouse Number Lead Agency Area Code/Telephone/Exiension
(If submiued 1o Clemrmnghouse) Contact Person

Two milas south of the community of Olancha, 5 1/2 mi. east om Cactus Flats

Project L.ocation (include counry) Road in the Upper Centenial Flat area, Coso Range, LTiyo

PFroject Description: County.

Reclamation Plan and Conditiomnal Use Permit for an existing open pit pumice

mine.
This is 1o advise thar the Inyo Co. Planning Cormission has approved the above described project on
[T Laad Agency 7] Respamaibie Agency
March 23, 1994 and has made the following determinardons fegarding the above described project

{Date}

1. Tne project [Jwill Iﬂwill not] have a significant effect on the environment

2. [ An Environmemal Impaci Repon was prepared for this project pursuant 1o the provisions of CEQA.
ﬂA Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant o the provisions of CEQA.

3. Miligaion measures [Jwere ‘ﬁwm not] made a condition of the approval of the project

4. A statement of Dverriding Consideradons ([Jwas "gwas not] adopted for this project

5. Findings ere (Jwere not] made pursuant io the provisions of CEQA.

Neg. Dec.
This is o certfy dw.l EIRXviﬂ;mn7mms and respo d of project approval is available 10 the General Public at:
e

/ / Pl

~ 1994 .

h June 20, Associate Planmer
Sidhgture (Publi yy >, Date Title

s

Dars received for filing at OPR:



Altachment B

COUNTY OF INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

_ P.O. Drawer L, Indepandence, California 93526
Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712
Peter Chambertin, Director of Planning

State of California

Department of Conservation
Office of Mine Reclamation
801 “K" Street

Mail Stop 09-06

Sacramento, Ca.  95814-3529

March 24, 1994

RE:
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5/ PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
PRODUCTS

Dear Sirs:

Attached please find a copy of the Notice of Decision dated March 24, 1994 outling the
conditions of approval for Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Lightweight Products and
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products. Also attached is a copy of
the reclamation plan approved by the Inyo County Planning Commission on March 23,

1994,

Pursuant to Section 2774 (d.) of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) our
responses to the DMG letter addressing the above projects are included within the body of
the Staff Report presented to the Commission and have also been fisted below:

DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY COMMENTS:

The follcwirg zre the DMG comments and the County’s responszs:
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1. DMG Comment {June 22, 19933

SMARA Section 2772 {d} requires that the maximum anticipated depth of mining be
indicated on the reclamation plan, it was dificult to ascertain the depth of mining in
reviewing the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining be cleariy

stated and fied fo a verifiabie bench mark that can be referenced in the field for

compiiance monifonng.
Imyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. The depth of mining has been indicated in the information
supplied to us by Pacific Lightweight Pruducts, specifically in the reclamation epplication.
Forty feet is the maximum mining depth,

. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2772 (f} requires that the reclamation pian descnbe the surface
mining operation and provide a ttme  schedule for completion of each segmens of mining
30 that reclamation can be itiated at the earliest possible time on those portions of the
mined lands that wili not be subject to further disturbance by the surface mining
operation. The reclamation plan mentitns phased reclamation occurring over the next ten
years, A specific plan describing the proposed phased reclamation should be presceried,
and depicted on the site plans.

Inyo Couniy Response:
Inyo County concurs, This has been answered in the reclamation plan.
3. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Sections 2772 (1) stateg that the reclamation plan shall include an assessment
of the effect of reclamation on future mining at the site. A short staterent assessing the
potental for future mining at the site following reclamation should be added {0 the

reciamation pian,

Inyo County Responge:

Inyo County concurs. This is a pumice mine. The applicant plans to mine the pumice and
reclaim. Nothing will be mined afterwards. This area is in the 0S-40 {Open Space) zone,
The nature of this pit would not preclude another mine operating in the same pit or
adjacent to this pit. The pumice is on the surface. Mining pumice will continue until it is
uneconomical and not feasible to mine. I, at a {ater date, it becomes feasible then nining

cnild continue.
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4, DMG Comment {June 22, 1993

SMARA Section 2773.1 requires that financial assurances be reguired of a surface
mining operatins to guarantee site reclamation; the financial agsurances be payable io
the SMARA lead agency and the State Geologist; that the financial assurances be
submutted {c the state geoiogist for review and comment; and thas lead agencies annwally
inspect mining operations {0 determune SMARA compliance. We cecommend that
Hnancial assurances be included to cover the cost of revegetarion the site should natural
vegetation fail to meet the parformance standards,

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. Financial assurances will be filed at the time of approval as
required in SMARA_ The calculations are shown in the Pfan. This is a pianned, phased
reclamation operetion, No financial assurances will be released until reclamation is
deemed a saccess. Success is defined in the reclamation plan.

s. DMG Comment {June 22, 1993)%:

CCR section 3502 (b} 1} requires that the reclamation plan include a description of the
environmental setting of the mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for the
foliowing three reasons; 1) to document baseline conditions, 2) to ad in development
and evaluation of an appropriate revegetation pian, and 3) to evaluate purported mining
and reciamation impacts on wildlife habitat,

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the biotic setting of the site will be
necessary to adequately establish baseline conditions of the site. This quantitative
evaluation should include percent cover or density, and diversity measurements for
each of the vegetation types that will "naturally ” recoionize the reclzimed landforms.

Also, prior {o any site disturbance, the purporied lack of impacts to sensitive, rare,
threatened, and endangered plants and animals should be verified. The revegetation of
the site should be designed to help fessen impacts to unique species. Without the
knowiedge of which species occur on the site, the revegetation design cannot target

those species.
Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. This i5 included in the Reclamaiion Plan. The site is disturbed, so
any pnior requirements can not be met.  Knowledge of the plant species 1s known.
Photographs have been taken Any descriptian of the mine 18 not as adequate as a first
hand look. It iz suggested that a visit to the mine be conducted by anvone commenting
on the adequacy of the mine reciamation plan. Many things ¢ould and would have Been
done differently if the disturbance had not already occurred.
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The adjacent fand will be used as a comparison to address when revegetation will be
considered a success. The shape reciaimed land will conform to the existing landforms

around the site. Comparison will be done photagraphically,
. DMG Comment {June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3705 {a) requires that vegetative cover or density, and species-richness
sufficient ta stabilize the surface against effects ofjong-term erosion and be similar to
naturally occurring habitals in the sumrounding area, The vegetative density, cover, and
species richness of nmaturally occurring habitats shouid be documented in baseline
studies carried out prior to initiation of mining. We recommend that the reciamation plan
be amended to include the aforementionsd basetine studies.

Inyo County Response:

inyo County does not concur. The base fine smdies cannot be done because the land has
already been disturbed. Cpmparison can occur only with the surrounding area which is
similar with the mised land. This has be done via photographs and will continue o be
done on an on-going basis. The mined maierial has a unique feature that once rained
upon, the surface seals iiself and no wind eroston will cccur.

Vegetanve density wiil be required to confirm reclamation success. However, the
County will not require complete vegetarive density. This statement is some what
vapue, bacause we have not determined the vegetative cover needed to deem reclamaiicn

a4 JUCCess.
7. DMG Comment {June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3703 {a} requires that all sensitive species be conserved or mitigaied.
The reciamation pian does not qualify the statemen: that “there is no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area”. We recommend that the
source of this statement be identified, and that a survey methods and results be detailed
in the reclamation plan.

The Califoria Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Rase reports that
Ripley's cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi), a CNPS List 2 plan:, accurring near the
praject Yicinity. We recommend ithat the absence of this species be verified by surveys
conducted at the appropriate time of the year by 2 qualified botanist. We also
recommens] that an informal consultation be conducred with the Department of Fish and
(Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that may be impacted within the

project boundaries.

Inyo Coumty Response:
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Inyo County concurs. The only semsitive plant species iocated near the site is
Cymopterus npleyi. The 30.4 acves are already disturbed. There is no vegetation on the
disturbed site. Therefore, no vegetative stucies need be conducted on an already
cleated area. The absence of species need not be verified by a qualified botanist

because there are no plants on the land in question.  The intent is to reclaim the area once

minng is complete.

The endangered species "Cymapterus ripleyi” has been found within one mule of thus
ming site. [f the species was once on the site, no amount of siudy by a gualified botanist
will bring the plan: back. [t is courter productive to study something after the fact. This
plant is reported in the roadsvay end appears to be in abundance near the site. It i3
assumed that when the mine is reclaimed the piant will repopulate the mine site.

8. DMG Comment {June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3503 (c} states thar all reagsonable measures be taken to protect the habitat of
fish and waldlife and CCR Section 3702 (b} states that wildlife habitat be at least as

good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures for habitat restoration be
developed should natural revegetation of the project site not insire after cessation of

MIRIME.
inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs, This is a phased reclamation pian. After each two acre plot is
revegetated, monitoring wiil be done to insure that revegetation is 8 success. Financial
assurances will be retained unti reclamation is deemed a success. The fand will have the
samie characteristics as the undisturbed area. It is assumed that faunz will revse the site

when reciamation is complete,
9, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993);

SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan establish site.specific
criteria for evalugtion compliance with the approved reclamation plan, including
sediment and erosion conircl. The erosion controi measures described in the
reclamation plan are vague, aml consist of regrading slopes and placing coarse
aggregate over finer material to reduce wind and water erpsion. The proposed erosion
conifol measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or drainage swales. We
recommend that the reciamation plan include and efosion control monitoring plan, and
provide a contingency plan ihat will be set into place to augment the proposed erosion
controf measures (see item #10), if erosion is evident during annual inspections.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. SMARA requires site gpecific criteria for reclamation. This is
what has been doue af the site. The slope and drainage wijl be similar to the pre-mining
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slopes. The type of material on site, pumice, when wet crusts over and will not blow in
the wind. The yearly two acre reclamation piots will act as test plots ta insure
successful reclamation of the plant site. If revepetation needs to take piace it will be

done.

if eroston is evident during annual inspections, additional measures will be taken to
contral it. This can include revegetation, and other drainage control measures to insure
érosion i5 minimized, The enteria to judge success hag been written into the reclamation

plan.
10. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2772 (h}{2) requires streambanks and stream beds be cehabiiitated in the
mannerf that will minimize erosion. According to the reclamation plan, the original
drainage hat transected a portion of the site will be reestablished, and coarse aggregate
will be laid down over the finer material to reduce wind and water érgsion. The
reclamation plan needs to describe in greater detail how the drainage will be protected
frum water erosion. We recommend that sufficiently sized coarse agpregate be applied tn
the drainage area to insure that drainage is protected from water erosion.

Inya County Response:

Inya County concurs. Ifit is seen that coarser aggregate is required to be placed in
drainages.

11, DMG Comment {June 22, 1993);

CCR Section 371] establishes mandatory standards for topsoil saivage, maintenunce,
and redistnbution. The reclamation plan does not discuss topsoil management. For
exampie, the reclamation plan states that “re-vegetation occurs naturnlly in areas of
inactivity." The seeds, microbial organisms, and organic matter found in the upper six
inches of growth media constitute a significans resource when used in arid {and
reclamation. Successful revegetation of the site may not be possibie without this
resource. We recommend that the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and
reappiied during reclamation. We algo recommend that the reclamation plan be
amended to address the five subsections set forth in thig section,

Imyo County Response;

Inyn County concurs. However, the nature of the site preludes such measures. The

reciamation plan ie being filed after the fact. The iand has already heen disturbed. 1t is
impossible to stockpile the upper six inches of growth media because if is aiready lost.
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The site has aiready been disturbed and no top soil is avaifable. The pumice is very close
to, if not on the surface. Plamis grow on the pumice. The pumice retains water when it

rains, $o therefpre, natural revegetation will take place, at a glow rate.
12. DMG Comment {(June 22, 1953):

SMARA Sections 2773 (a) requires that the reciomation plan establish "site -specific
cntena for evaluating compliance with the approved reclamation pian. including
topography, fevegetation, and sediment and erosion comtrol." The reclamation pian
does not identify the criteria by which the success of the revegetation of the site wilf be
judge. We highly recommend that minimum standards be developed by the operator in
conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For example, the standard shouid
specifically state the amount of vegetative cover or density, and diversity to be obtained
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 1705 (m) requires that these
standards und sampling methods be set forth in the reclamation plan. For revegetation
etements, momitonng should be done for a minimum of five vears following
implementation, Monitoring should be done on an annual basis with reports submitted to
the lead agency and DMG. The momtorng program should address the stability and
success of'the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas to basefine conditions and
performance standardg, and suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size
should provide 80 percent confidence level, as a minimum, The review of the repons by
agency personnel should allow for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or
revegetation techniques.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. This has been done. The “test” plots will be the yearly two acres
teclaimed each year, Criteria for successful reclamation will be included in the
reclamation standardg,

13. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3703 (b) requires test plots to be conducred simultanecusly with mining to
determine the most appropriate planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be
conducted 1o test the feasibility of the “re-vegetation® of the site, Test plots could
ascertain the amount of vegetative cover density, and diversity artained over time to
determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in meeting the success criteria or minimum

standards.
Inyo County Response.

Inyo Counfy concurs. The two acre per year reclamation phased program will work
very weli a3 test plots.
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General Inyo County Comments on Mines and Geology Comments:

General comments. Department of Mines and Geology should visit sites prior to making
specific comments. The operator of this mine has been helpful in completing the
application for a new reclamation plan. The application and information given us was the

most complete and accurate.

Each mine in Inyo County is site specific. Each mine needs to be visited and a site
inspection is required before any comments can be made on the application. Inyo County
has an unlimited number of microclimates, geologic, and biotic features that makes
these visits necessary. The same standards can not be applied to numerous mines.
Standards needed to meet the requirements of SMARA will be met in all cases.

We hope the data and attached information will satisfy the requirements of SMARA.

Sincerely,

Peter Chamberlin
Planning Director

3

Curtis E. Kellogg /

Associate Planner
Attachments: Notice of Decision
Rec. Plan #93-4 / CUP #93-5
Planning Department Staff Report
CEK/cek
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COUNTY OF INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

~ P.O. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526
Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712
Peter Chamberlin, Director of Planning

March 24, 1994

Mr. Leonard Hobbs

Director of Technical Services

Pacific Lightweight Products Company
715 North Central Avenue

Suite #101

(Glendale, Ca, 91203

RE:
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5/ PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
PRODUCTS

NOTICE OF DECISION

On March 23, 1994 the Inyo County Planning Commission held a public hearing to
consider your Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit Application (RP #93-4 and
CUP#93-5). the reclamation plan covers property located in Inyo County approximately
two miles south of the community of Olancha, and five and half miles east on Cactus
Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains in
southern Inyo County [Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections 1 and 12, MDM. &
M.]. The property consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products).
The project is a Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit purnice mine.
The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator
has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The applicant
wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 504 acres. All the disturbed land is
Zoned QS-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum).
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The mined pumice is crushed, screened and then transported to the Newhall area in
Southern Califbrnia for further processing. The pumice removed From the site will be
used in producing hghiweight concrete.

At that meetmg, the Commission adopted the Negative Declaration of Environmental
Impact thus certifying the provisions of the Califorma Environmental Quality Act had been
satsfied. The Commissicn also found that both tha reclamation plan and conditional use
permit conforms and meets the requirements of Inyo Courty Code and SMARA.

The Commission further approved Reclamation Plan #4934 and Conditicnal Use Permit
#5915 subject conditions listed helow:

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

{. Any expansion of the mimng activities or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying plans {50.4 acres) shali require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Canditional Use Permit by
Inyo County Plannmng Department

2. This reclammation plan and conditional use permit shali become void unless the use is
established on constnuction necessary o its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the
Pianning Commssion.

3. Must comply with the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Contro} Poard emissions
Tequirements a5 cutlined in the permit issued by Great Basin

4. Upon agproval, two acres per year shall be reclaimed as outlined in the reclamation
plan. The Lrst years acreage shall be divided into two one acre segments. One segment
shall let natural vegetation take ower while the second segment shall be reseeded with
the appropriate seeds to give BQ% of the swrounding plani density and 80% species
diversity. At the time of this planting n good watering shall be conducted on both plots.
This shall be done ot the appropriate time of the year. This site shall be monitored
every six mooths to insure success, At the same time provisions shall be installed to
discourage noxicus weeds from gaining a foothold on the site.

3. I noxious weeds appear, immediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such
plants. This may consist of any method deemed approprinte that does not affect the
desired piants.

8. Potential loss of native vegetation and waldlife habita: is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat ioss, Because
of the potential logs of native vegetntion and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before thds
project becomes “operative, vested, or final®. The potential impact is greater than “de

10
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minimus” standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit

approval)

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Permit #93-5, the applicant shall
defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and
employees to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory
agencies, its appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Conditional Use Permit #93-
5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense.

8. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application
RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by

Inyo County Planning Department.

2. This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall become void unless the use
is established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year fiom the date of approval unless extended by the

Planning Commission.

3. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall occur
to the extent that is indicated by the one acre test plots conducted the first year of
reclamation. One will be reseeded the other will not. The viability of these two plots
will dictate the planting on the remainder of the site. It is understood that the reseeded
plot should have better performance than the unseeded plot, however, ¢rteria should be
obtained to show the whether the value of reseeding is substantially better than natural

reseeding. Maybe less reseeding is necessary.

4. Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity in phased reclamation
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for
revegetation, and 2 reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the
revegetation. Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches 60% of

the undisturbed ground.

5. The seed mix shall he of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area.
6. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas

disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by previous mining management practices. If
the operations intrude into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour

11
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Map at the Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the reclamation plan, a new appraisal of
the site will occur. Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation..

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and will shape the land so
that it is consistent with the prudent watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the
arid climate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and erosion control is not
anticipated to be a problem. All existing drainage courses shall be left open and ali
grading will maintain the drainage of the area. All pre-mining drainage courses will
be restored within three months of closure and such reclamation shall not promote
accelerated soil erosion.

8. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in
the area of operations.

9. All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash, and debris shall be
removed from the site within three months of closure.

10. Financial assurances in the sum of $30,000.00 in the form of a surety bond,
irrevocabie letter of credit, cash, or certificate of deposit shall be posted with the Inyo
County Planning Department. Said financial assurances shall be made payable to the
County of Inyo and the California Director of Conservation.

11. The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the Planning Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming the lands as per the conditions specified herein
prior to any additional mining or exploration activities commencing.

12. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because
of the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this
project becomes "operative, vested, or final®. The potential impact is greater than “de
minimus” standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the $25.00 documentary handling
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit
approval)

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's compliance with the
conditions listed above shall be evaluated every year, as required by section 2774(b) of
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall also
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time.

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend,

indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and employees
to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its

12
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appeals board, or its legislative body concerning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County
reserves the right ta prepare its own defense.

15. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submmitted application.

Failure to comply with the conditions stated above will result in the current use being in
violation of Chapter 18.76 of the Inyo County Code.

Concerning Condition # 10 (RP) which requires financial assurances in the amount of
$30,000.00, please advise this Department as to the type of financial assurances you will
be acquiring so we may send you the appropriate forms.

In regards to Condition #11 (RP) which requires a notarized statement to be submitted by
the applicant to the Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaiming the mine
site, we have enclosed a statement we wish to have signed and notarized by the applicant.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact this office.

Sincerely,

Peter Chamberlin
Planning pirﬁe?or

Curtis E. Kellogg

Associate Plann

~
Attachment: Respounsibility Statement Form
ce: BLM (Ridgecrest)

Paul Payne (5th District Supervisor)
Denyse Racine (Fish & Game - Bishop)

CEK/cek

13
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Inyo County Planning Department
P.O. Drawer “L”
Independence, Ca. 93526

RE:
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5/ PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
PRODUCTS

In accordance with conditions placed on Reclamation Plan #93-4 issued to Pacific
Lightweight Products by the Inyo County Planning Commission on March 23, 1994 and as
stated in the Notice of Decision dated March 24, 1994, we agree to accept the
responsibility for reclaiming the mined lands as stated therein.

Sincerely,

NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT

14
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COUNTY OF INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

P.0. Drawer L, Independence, California 93526
Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619) 872-2712
Peter Chamberlin, Director of Planaing

—_— —_— — —_— e
— = —

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO. ¢

DATE: MARCH 23, 1994

RE:
RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT # 93-5/ PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
PRODUCTS
Application: Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Lightweight Products
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products
Applicant: Pacific Lightweight Products
Location: The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately
twao miles south of the community of Olancha, and five and half
miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat
area within the Coso Range Mountains in southem [nyo County
[Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections 1 and 12, MD B.
& M)
A.P.N. 38-200-01
Zoning: 08-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimurm)
General
Plan: OP (Park Recreational - 40 acres or as designated)
Site Size: The property consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by

the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased to Lightweight
Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products).

Treposal: The operator has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres
of surface disturbance. The applicant wishes to increase the
area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major amendment
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to a previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant
has filed applications for both Conditional Use Permit (the mine is
on private lands) as required by the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance
and a Reclamation Plan as required by Califomia Surface Mining
and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Ordinance.

Therefore, this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products
to comply with the requirements of the County Zoning Ordinance
and SMARA in regards to reclamation of existing mining
operations

PROJECT LOCATION?:

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately two miles south of the
comsmunity of Olancha, and five and half miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper
Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains in southern Inyo County
[Township 20 south, Range 37 east, sections | and 12, MDM. & M.]. The property
consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased
to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products). Access to the site is
by anunpaved, County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (County L D.
#5024). See attached Vicinity Map. The nearest developed area to the site is a ranch
operation approximnately two miles northwest of the pit area.

PROJECT BESCRIPTION:,
The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an existing open pit pumice
mine. The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The
operator has exceeded the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is 8 major
amendment to a previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant has filed
applications for both Conditional Use Permit (the mine is on private lands) as required by
the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance and a Reclamation Plan as required by California
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and County Ordinance. Therefore,
this project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Products to cormply with the
requirements of the County Mining Ordinance and SMARA in regards to reclamation of
existing mining operations. All the disturbed land is Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40
acres minimum).

The mined pumice is crushed, screened and then transported to the Newhall arez in
Southern California for further processing. The pumice removed from the site will be
used in producing lightweight concrete.

The pumice is loosened by bulldozer. A front-end loader picks up the material and
transports it to the processing plant. The processing plant is set up near the center of
the deposit for ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front-end loader
deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then returns to the quarry. However,
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instead of going back empty, the loader picks up processed pumice and transports it to
on-site stockpiles before relurning to the quarry. There are three stockpile areas
located around the site, The applicant stated this is the reason for the expansion over the
onginal 20 acres, permmtted in 1785,

Upon approval, the size of the mined area will be reduced in size at the rate of a minimum
of rwo acres par year. This will be done by reclamation processes. See the atteched
colored contour map.

An estimated 20,000 tong of pumice are currently being extracted per year at a maxirmum
capacity of 30,000 tons per year may be achieved. At the curremt volume of extraction,
the life of the mine operation has been calculated to end in 2003.

No wagte material 1 generated by Lhe mining process.

The mining operation empioyees a four person mining operation crew working eight
hours per day. These cmployees work five days per week and commute to the mining site
from various ¢ommunities and srrounding rural areas,

There iz na water supply st the site. The water used for dust suppression oo the haul
roads and operations area i3 transporied in truck and tanker from Hziwee Ressrvoir. No
water is utilized at the site for the exaraction process. Potable water is purchased by
Pacific Lightweight for their employees.

The sanitary facilities on the site are portabie toilets.

The mining operation utilizes mobile equipmens. This equipment consists of tracked
D9N bulldozer, Fram end Inader, a water truck, a babeat loader, a portahle weider, four
screens, a fifteen belft conveyur system, a rock crusher and a truck scale. Water and
fuel are trucked to the site. Equipment is refircled and lubricated as needed by a mobile
service truck. No hazardous contaminants are released fom the mobile service
vehicle,

No additional road construction is required beyond maintenence cof the existing roads.

Access i hy an established truck route off Cactos Flat Road. The applicam has stated that
there are no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation an or around the
project site. The California Department of Fish and Game wrote a letter (attached)
vaicing their concemns over variovs flora/faupa species to wit; Russian Thistle, Mojave
Ground Squarrel, Desent Tortoise and Ripley's Cymopterous. These concerna have been
adequately addressed within the body of this Staff Report. The Plamming Department
referenced the State of California Department of Fish and GGama Natural Diversity
Database.
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The general geology is granite and metamorphic rocks which are overlain by alluvial
gravels, tuffs, lake bed sediments, and andesitic and basaltic lava flows. The latter is

referred to as the Coso Formatioa.

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed in some places. The occurrences
east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered for the most part to represent rhyolitic
pyrocrastic flows and to a lesser degree water reworked pumice of the same
composition. They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part of the late
Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and unique period of explosive volcanic
activity in the Coso region which appears to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/-
0.20 million years ago.

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. Itisa waterain deposit from five to
forty feet deep that dips six degrees to the west. The moisture content of the "in situ"
pumice varies between eight to twelve percent. The consolidation is such that it will
excavate without blasting but i3 cohesive enough to stand in vertical faces. In most of the
area, the pumice is on the surface with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds

are exposed on the property to interfere with mining.

LANDUSE/ACHVIT]ESSURROUNDING PROJECT SITE:
The surrounding land uses are as follows:

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimum).

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimumy.

East: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned OS-40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimum),

West: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S40 (Open space - 40 acres
minimum).

RECLAMATION PLAN/CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:

The project before the Planning Commission consists of a Reclamation Plan submitted to
amend a previously approved Conditional Use Permit with reclamation conditions

(C.U.P. #85-1).

The Reclamation Plan, as submitted, calls for the removal of all equipment from the site.
As the equipment utilized at the site is mobile, It will be removed from the site at the time

of closure.



Attachment B

Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scates will be broken up and buried
on the site.

All of the access and haul roads are to be contoured to blend in with the natural terrain,
ripped or scarified. All open pits and piles of ore and any waste material existing at the
time of closure shall be leveled to conform, as much as possible, with the existing
terrain. The overall effect will be that of rounded undulating mounds that will blend in
with the surrounding landscape. Any cut slopes will be either benched or sloped to blend
in with the existing contours of the lands {as shown on the maps submitted with the

application).

Based upon the long history of the continued mining at the site and the large ore
reserves, it appears that only a major economic event would result in the mining activity
being discontinued and abandoned (year 2003 estimated completion date). This may
result in a difficult determination as to when the mining activity ceases and when the
reciamation plan is to be implemented.

During the past seven years it was found tbat revegetation occurs naturally in the areas of
inactivity.

The final mine closure will include the following site reclamation activities:

1. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. To supplement natural
revegetation a seed mix of native species will be planted.

2. If any stockpiles remain at the time of closure they shall be recontoured in
accordance with the final contour map attached to the reclamation plan. Coarse
aggregate will be laid down over the finer sizes to reduce dust. The area will then be
seeded with native species to control dust.

3. Upon completion of mining, or afier one year of inactivity in a phased reclamation
area, the area disturbed by Pacific Lightweight Products will be reviewed for
revegetation (natural). If natural vegetation is not working reseeding will take place
with the natural seed of the area. Success shall be achieved when the plant density of
native plants reaches 25% of the density of plants on the undisturbed ground.

4. The diversity of the plant cover shall be considered successful if 60% of the native
species in the area have been reestablished on the site.

5. Control of noxious weeds shall be maintained until native species have gained
control. Weeds can be controlled by any appropriate method.

6. The two acres per year reclamation requirement (concurrent reclarnation) shall be
considered as test plots. If revegetation is not occurring at an acceptable rate, then other
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methods of reseeding shall take place. Acceptable rate shall be defined as reaching the
standards to release the bonding on each two acre plot in two years.

7. Each 2 acre plot shall be used as a basis of determining reclamation methods used on
next plot.

8. Water may be applied as a dust control method, however plants must be able to
sustain themselves for one year after the last application of water.

9. Reclamation shall reestablish pre-mining drainage.

10. Mine personnel shall be advised that desert tortoises are fully protected by state and
federal law, and may not be taken, harmed or harassed at any time. Ifa tortoise is
found on the project site, all operations in the vicinity should cease, and either the
Department of Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be called
immediately. Only those individuals authorized by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service may
handle desert tortoises.

11. At the conclusion of mining approximately 30 acres shall remain to be reclaimed.
Reclamation and monitoring shall follow the guidelines established in the previously

reclaimed ten two acre test plots.

12.  All equipment shail be removed from the site prior to final reclamation and
revegetation.

13. Financial assurances shall be calculated and posted to cover the entire 50.4 acres
disturbed. This can be reduced as reclamation is completed and successful.

DIVISION O MINES AND GEOLOGY COMMENTS!

Pursuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclamation plan applications
to the State Geologists (Division of Mines and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment
period prior to any approval of a reclamation plan.

The State Geologist comments on a pending application requires the County to prepare
a written response addressing the issues raised in their comments. In addition, if the
County's position differs from the State Geologist comments, our responses are to
address, in detail, why specific comments and suggestions were not accepted.
Comments were received by the Planning Department. All comments have been addressed

below.

The Planning Staff substantially concurted with the applicant’s evaluation of the
operation, its impacts and proposed reclamation conditions. However, in reviewing the
DMG comments we concur that some additional information and reclamation measures
need be considered in order to adequately address the reclamation of the site.
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Many of the following DMG comments have been incorporated inro the reclamation
plan, Many were incorporated into the plan prior to DMG comments. The County will
respond back to the State Creologist as to how their comments were addressed and why
others were not accepied.

The Following are the DMG comments and the Caunty’s responses:
1. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated depth of mining be
indicated on the reclamation plan. It was difficult to ascertain the depth of mining in
reviewing the reclamation pian. We recommend that the depth of mining be clearly
staied and tied to a venifiable bench mark that can be referenced in the field for
campliance monitoring.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs., The depth of mining has begn indicated in the information
supplied ¢o us by Pacific Lightweight Products, specifically in the reclamation application.
Forty feet 13 the maximum mining depth.

1. DMG Comment {June 22, 1993):

SMARA Sectiom 2772 {f} requires that the reclamarion plan describe the surface
mining operation and provide a time schedule for campletion of each segment of mining
s0 that reclamation can be imtiated af the earliest possible time on those partions of the
mined lands that will not be subject to further disturbance by the surface mining
operation. The reciamustion plen mentions phased reclamation ocourring over the next ten
years. A specific plan describing the proposed phased reclamation should be presented,
and depicted an the site plans.

Inyo County Besponze:

Inyo County concurs, This has been answered in the reclamation plan.

3. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Sections 2772 (1) states that the reclamation plan ghall include an assessment
of the effect of reglamation on future mining ar the site. A short statement assessing the

potential for future mining at the site following reclamation should be added to the
reclamation plan,

Imyo County Response:
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Inyo County concurs. This is a pumice mine. The applicant plans to mine the pumice and
reclaim. Nothing will be mined afterwards. This area is in the 0S-40 (Open Space) zone,
The nature of this pit would not preclude another mine operating in the same pit or
adjacent to this pit. The pumice is on the surface. Mining pumice will continue until it is
uneconomical and not feasible to mine. If, at a later date, it becomes feasible then mining
could continue.

4, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2773.1 requires that financial assurances be required of a surface
mining operations to guarantee site reclamation; the financia] assurances be payable to
the SMARA lead agency and the State Geologist; that the financial assurances be
submitted to the state geologist for review and comment; and that lead agencies annuaily
inspect mining operations to determine SMARA compliance. We recommend that
financial assurances be included to cover the cost of revegetation the site should natural
vegetation fail to meet the performance standards.

Inyo County Response:

I[nyo County concurs. Financial assurances will be filed at the time of approval as
required in SMARA_ The calculations are shown in the Plan. This is a planned, phased
reclamation operation. No financial assurances will be released until reclamation is
deemed a success, Success is defined in the reclamation plan.

5. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR section 3502 (b)(1) requires that the reclamation plan include a description of the
environmental setting of the mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for the
following three reasons: 1) to document baseline conditions, 2) to aid in development
and evaluation of an appropriate revegetation plan, and 3) to evaluate purported mining
and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat.

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the biotic setting of the site will be
necessary to adequately establish baseline conditions of the site. This quantitative
evaluation should include percent cover or density, and diversity measurements for
each of the vegetation types that will "naturaily  recolonize the reclaimed landforms.

Also, prior to any site disturbance, the purported lack of impacts to sensitive, rare,
threatened, and endangered plants and animais should be verified. The revegetation of
the site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique species. Without the
knowledge of which species occur on the site, the revegetation design cannot target
those species.

Inyo County Response:
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Inyo County concurs, This is included in the Reclamation Plan. The site is disturbed, so
any prior requirements can not be met, Knowledge of the plant species is known.
Photographs have been taken. Any description of the mine is not as adequate as a first
hand look. It is suggested that a visit to the mine be conducted by anyone commenting
on the adequacy of the mine reciamation plan. Many things could and would have been
done differently if the disturbance had not already occurred.

The adjacent land will be used as a comparison to address when revegetation will be
considered a success. The shape reclaimed land will conform to the existing landforms
around the site. Comparison will be done photographically.

6. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3705 (a) requires that vegetative cover or density, and species-richness
sufficient to stabilize the surface against effects of long-term erosion and be similar to
naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area. The vegetative density, cover, and
species richness of naturally occurring habitats should be documented in baseline
studies carried out prior to initiation of mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan
be amended to include the aforementioned baseline studies.

Inye County Response:

Inyo County does not concur. The base line studies cannot be done because the land has
already been disturbed. Comparison can occur only with the surrounding area which is
similar with the mined land. This has be done via photographs and will continue to be
done on an on-going basis. The mined material has a unique feature that once rained
upon, the surface seals itself and no wind erosion will occur.

Vegetative density will be required to confirm reclamation success. However, the
County will not require complete vegetative density. This statement is some what
vague, because we have not determined the vegetative cover needed to deem reclamation
d 3UCCess.

7. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3703 (a) requires that all sensitive species be conserved or mitigated.
The rectamation plan does not qualify the statement that "there is no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surmounding area”. We recommend that the
source of this statement be identified, and that a survey methods and results be detailed
in the reclamation plan.

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base reports that
Ripiey's cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi), a CNPS List 2 plant, occurring near the
project Vicinity. We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by surveys
conducted at the appropriate time of the year by a qualified botanist. We also
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recommend that an informal consultation be conducted with the Department of Fish and
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that may be impacted within the

project boundaries.
Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. The only sensitive plant species located near the site is
Cymopterus ripleyi. The 50.4 acres are already disturbed. There is no vegetation on the
disturbed site, Therefore, no vegetative studies need be conducted on an already
cleared area. The absence of species need not be verified by 2 qualified botanist
because there are no plants on the land in question.  The intent is to reclaim the area once

mining is complete.

The endangered species "Cymopterus ripleyi" has been found within one mile of this
mine site. If the species was once on the site, no amount of study by a qualified botanist
will bring the plant back. It is counter productive to study something after the fact. This
plant is reported in the roadway and appears to be in abundance near the site. It is
assumed that when the mine is reclaimed the plant will repopulate the mine site.

8. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3503 (c) states that all reasonable measures be taken to protect the habitat of
fish and wildlife and CCR Section 3702 (b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as

good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures for habitat restoration be
developed should naturai revegetation of the project site nat insure after cessation of

mining.
Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. This is a phased reclamation plan. After each two acre plot is
revegetated, monitoring will be done to insure that revegetationis a success. Financial
assurances will be retained until reclamation is deemed a success. The land will have the
same characteristics as the undisturbed area. It is assumed that fauna will reuse the site

when reclamation is complete.
9. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan establish site-specific
criteria for evaluation compliance with the approved reclamation plan, including
sediment and erosion control. The erosion control measures described in the
reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading slopes and placing coarse
aggregate aver finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erasion
control measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or drainage swales. We
recommend that the reclamation plan include and erosion control monitoring plan, and

10
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pravide a contingency pian that will be set into piace to augment the proposed erosion
control measures (5e¢ item #10), if erosion is evident during annual inspections.

Inyo County Respanse:

Inya County concars.  SMARA requires site specific criteria for reclamation. This is
what has been done at the site. The slope and drainage will be similar to the pre-mining
slopes. The type of matenial on site, purroce, when wet crusty over and will not blow in
the wind. The yearly two acre reclamation plots will act as test plots to insure
successful reclamation of the plamt site. If revegetation needs to take piace it will be
dane.

If erosian is evident during annual inspections, additional measures wall be taken to
control it. This cap include revegetation, and other drainage comrol measuses to insure
crosion is minimized. The criteria to judge success hag bego written into the reclamation
plan,

10, DMG Commeni (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Section 2772 (h¥2) requires streambanks and stream beds be rehabilitated in ths
manuer that will mimimize erasion.  According to the reclamation plan, the original
drainage hat transected s portion of the site will be reestablished, and coarse aggregate
will be Ilaid down over the finer material to reduce wind and water erosion. The
reclarnation plan needs to describe in greater detail how the dranage will be protected
from water erosion. We recommend that sufficiemly sized coarse aggregate be applied to
the drainage area to insure that drainage is protected from water erosion.

Inyo County Response:

Loyo County concurs. If it is seen that coarser aggregute s required to be placed in
drainages

11, DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 1711 emtablishes mandatory standards for topsoil salvage, maintenance,
and redistribytipn. The reclamation plan does not discuss topscl management. For
example, the reclamation plan states that "re-vegetation ocours naturally in aress of
mactivity,” The seeds, microbial orgamsms, and organic matter found in the upper six
inches of growth media constitute a significam resource when used in and land
reclamation. Suecessful revegetation of the site may not be possible without this
rescurce. We necommend that the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and
reapplied during reclamation. We also recommend that the reclamation plan be
amended to address the five subsections set forth m this section.

H
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Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. However, the nature of the site preludes such measures. The

reclamation plan is being filed after the fact. The land has already been disturbed. It is
impossible to stockpile the upper six inches of growth media because it is already lost.

The site has already been disturbed and no top soil is available. The pumice is very close
to, if not on the surface. Plants grow on the pumice. The pumice retains water when it
rains, so therefore, natural revegetation will take place, at a slow rate.

12. DMG Comment (June 22, 1993):

SMARA Sections 2773 (a) requires that the reclamation plan establish "site -specific
criteria for evaluating compliance with the approved reclamation plan. including
topography, revegetation, and sediment and erosion control.” The reclamation plan
does not identify the criteria by which the success of the revegetation of the site will be
judge. We highly recommend that minimum standards be developed by the operator in
conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For example, the standard should
specifically state the amount of vegetative cover or density, and diversity to be obtained
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 3705 (m) requires that these
standards and sampling methods be set forth in the reclamation plan. For revegetation
elements, monitoring should be done for a minimum of five years following
implementation. Monitoring should be done on an annual basis with reports submitted 1o
the lead agency and DMG. The monitoring program should address the stability and
success of the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas to baseline conditions and
performance standards, and suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size
should provide 80 percent confidence level, as a minimum. The review of the reports by
agency personnel should allow for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or
revegetation techniques.

Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. This has been done. The “test” plots will be the yearly two acres
reclaimed each year. Criteria for successful reclamation will be included in the

reclamation standards.
13. DM Comment (June 22, 1993):

CCR Section 3705 (b) requires test plots to be conducted simultaneously with mining to
determine the most appropriate planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of the site. Test plots could
ascertain the amount of vegetative cover density, and diversity attained over time to
determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in meeting the success criteria or minimum
standards.

12
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Inyo County Response:

Inyo County concurs. The two acre per year reclamation phased program will work
very well as test plots.

General Invo ( -ounty Comments on Mines and Geology Conmments:

General comments. Department of Mines and Geology should visit sites prior to making
specific comments. The operator of this mine has been helpful in completing the
application for a new reclamation plan. The application and information given us was the
most complete and accurate.

Each mine in Inyo County is site specific. Each mine needsto be visited and a site
inspection is required before any comments can be made on the application, Inyo County
has a unlimited number of microclimates, geologic, and biotic features that makes
these visits necessary. The same standards can not be applied to numerous mines.
Standards needed to meet the requirements of SMARA will be met in all cases.

The following are comments received from concerned agencies:

Great Basin Unified Air Quality Control District:

The operation is under permit by Great Basin. If the operators are causing a fugitive
dust problem then appropriate action should be instigated by Great Basin.

California Department of Fish and Game:

This is a project with a greater than "de minimus” finding as defined by the California
Department of Fish and Game since it will have a measurable adverse impact on
wildlife resources. Vegetation has been disturbed at the project area, so payment of the
fee is required pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code.

If this project is approved, the applicant will be required to pay a fee of $1275.00 at the
time the Planning Department files 8 Notice of Determination in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward the
monies to the California Department of Fish and Game. Section 21809 (b) of the Public
Resources Code provides that this project will not be "operative, vested or final” until this

fee has been paid.
TINANCIAL ASSURANCES:
As required by the Division of Mines and Geology the Surface Mining and

Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have been formulated for this reciamation
plan by the applicant. Inyo County Planning Department Mining Engineer has

13
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reviewed the applicant's proposed reclamation procedures and costs and has concurred
with the proposed financial assurances amount,

The applicant proposed to do reclamation on the concurrent basis. This is allowed by
SMARA_ Thetotal cost estimated by the applicants is projected at $30,000 for 50.4
acres. Annual inspections will show success on the test plots (two acres per year). When
success is determined on each two acre plot the financial assurances will be reduced
accordingly. The Planning Department concwrs with the amount of financial assurances.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), an Initial study was completed and a Draft Negative Declaration of
Environmental Impact, was prepared and circulated for public review and comment by
June 18, 1993. Comments were received from the CaiTrans District 9 office, and the
California Department of Fish and Game.

CaiTrans Comments were received. CalTrans comment stated that the project would
have no effect on the State transportation system.

California Department of Fish and Game comments are attached and have been
incorporated into the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan.

PUBLIC NOTICE: }

i S AL

Notice of this public hearing has been posted, published and mailed to all parties
concemned.

"RECOMMENDATIONS: '}

The planning Department recommends the Planning Commission approve Reclamation
Plan #93-4 and Conditional use permit #93-5 by taking the following actions (three
motions).

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all the written and verbal comments received, adopt
the Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements
of the California Environmenta! Quality Act have been met.

B. Find the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of
Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reciamation) of Inyo County Code aad the provisions
of the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act.

(Evidence: The proposed Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit are consistent
with the requirements of Inyo County Code and SMARA.)

14
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(Evidence: Existing public and private services are adecquate 10 meet the requirements of
the proposed project withou! the need for their expansion.)

(Evidence: The adverse enviranmental impacis inherend with the proposal are miner m
nature ard will not exceed thresholds of significance sither individually or cumulatively).

(Evidence: Based upon the environmental evaluarion of the proposed profecs
[Reclamation Plan with Conditional Use Permit], it kas been found that the project does
not have ihe potertial (o create a significant adverse impact on flora ar founa; ratural,
scenic and historic respurces; the local economy; or public health, safety, and welfare.
This constitwtes o Negaitve Finding for the Mandatory Findings require pursuant to
Secrion 15065 of the CEQA Guidelings,)

C. Find that the praject will have & “Grearer than De Minimus” impact on wiklife and
vegetation.

(Evidence: As the Reclapiation Plan and Conditional Use FPermit have been filed after
the applicart disrurbed 30.4 acres of habitat, the project has a *“Greater than De
Mininrus” effect on the emvironment pursuant 10 Section 7114 of the Public Resources
Code.)

D. Apprave Conditional Use Permit #93-5/ and Reclamation Plan #934 / Pacific
Lightwerght Products subject 1o the following Conditions:

NDITIONAL PERMIT ONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

I. Any expansion of the mining activiies or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the application and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shall require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Coaditional Use Permit by
Inyo County Planzing Department,

2. This reclamation plan and conditional use perrmit shall become void unless the use is
established on cosstruction necessary to its estahilishment is ot commenzed and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approval unless extended by the
Planning Commission

J. Must comply with the Great Basin Unrfied Air Pollution Control Board ermisaions
requirements a3 outlined in the permit issued by Great Basin.

4. Upan approval, two acres per year shall be reclaimed a3 outlined in the reclamation
plan. The first years acreage shall be dividad imio two one acre segments. Oue segmen
shall fet natural vegetatiog taks over while the second segment shall be reseedad with
the approprigte seeds to give 80% of the surrounding plant density and B0% species
diversity. At the time of this planting a good waiering shall be conducted on bath plots,
This shall be done &t the appropriate time of the year. This site shall be manitored

15
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every six months to insure success. Al the same time prowisions shall be instailed to
discourage noxious weeds from gaining a foothold on the site.

5. If noxious weeds appear, imumediate measures shall be taken to rid the site of such
plamts. This may consisl of any method deemed appropriate that does nct affect the
desired plants.

5. Potential joss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the stamdards set by the Fish and Game Code Fr potential habitat lcss. Because
of the potential loss of native vegetation and waldlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Fishand Game Code requires the payment of $1,250,00 fee before this
project becomes “aperative, vested, or final”. The potential impact is greater than “de
minmus” standard of section 711.4. Said §1,250 and the $25.00 docwmnentary handiing
fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Flanning Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit

approval)

7. As a condition for approval of Conditional Use Permit #93-5, the applicant shall
defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and
employees to attack, set aside, void or anmul an approval of the County, it advisory
agencies, its appeals board, ar its legislative body concerning Conditiogal Use Permit 593-
5. The County reserves the right to prepare its own defense

8. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitied application

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1. Any expansion of the mining activities or surface disturbance beyond that
depicted in the spplication and accompanying plans (50.4 acres) shal] require the
submission and approval of an amended Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit by

Inyo County Flannmg Depastment.

2. This Reclamation Plan and Conditional {Ise Permit shall become vaid unless the use
i5 established on construction necessary to its establishment is not commenced and
diligently pursued within oge year fram the date of approval unless extended by the
Flanning Comenission.

3, Revegetation occurs paturally in areas of inactivity. However, reseeding shall ocour
to the extent that is indicated by the one acve test plots conducied the first year of
reclamation. One will be resegded the other will not.  The viability of these two plots
will dictate the planting on

the remainder of the site. Tt is understood that the reseeded plot should have better
performance than the unseeded plot, however, criteria should be obtained to show the
whether the value of reseeding is substantially better than natural reseeding. Maybe less

reseeding 18 nocessary.
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4. Upon completion of mining, or afier gne year of mactivity in phased reclamation
area, the area disturbed by Pacific lightweight Products will be reviewed for
revegetalion, and a reduction in the bond will be based upon the success of the
revegetalion, Success will be achieved when the density of the plants reaches 25% of
the density of plants on the undisturbed ground, and the plant diversity reaches 60% of
the undisturbed ground.

5. The seed mix shall be of comparable plants that are in the undisturbed area.

6. Concurrent reclamaiion will be performed by the operator to reclaim the areas
disturbed after 1375 or already scarified by previous mining management practices, If
the operations intrude futo the previcusly disturbed areas as delineated on the "Contour
Map at the Conclusion of Mining” submitted with the reclzamation pien, a new appraisal of
the site will occur. Contours will clasely follow that map for final reclamation.

7. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drzinages and will shape the land so
that it is consistent with the prudent watershed principals Due to lack of soils, the
and climate and the Jack of streamn channeds, sedimentaiion and erosion cortrof is not
anticipated to be a problem. All existing drainage courses shall be left open and all
grading will maimtain the drainage of the area. All pre-mining draindge courses will
be rastored within Lhree momhs of closwre and such reclamation shall not promoate
accelerated s0il erosion.

8. Scarfy all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining operation roads with in
the ares of pperations,

9. Al structures, equipment, foundahons, pipelines, trash, and debris shall be
removed from the site within three months of closure,

10. Finendal assuranses in the sum of $30,000.00 in the form of a surety bond,
irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or ceftificate of deposit shall be posted with the Inyo
Caunty Plaoning Department. Said financial assurances shall be made payable to the
County of Inyo and the Califomia Director of Conservation.

11. The applicam shall submit a notarized statement to the Planning Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming the lands ag per the conditions specified herein
prior to any additional mining or exploration actlvities coramencing,

12, Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in accord
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code fir potential habitat loss. Because
of the poteudal loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section
711.4 of the Figh and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this
project becames "operative, vested, or fmal”. The potential impact is grester than “de
minimus” standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250 and the 325,00 documentary handling
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fee shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the
Planping Department (5 days after the reclamation plan and conditional use permit
approval)

13. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant's compliance with the
conditions listed above shall be evaluated every year, as required by section 2774(b) of
SMARA, after the date of approval. The amount of the financial assurances shall also
be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate, at the same time.

14. As a condition for approval of Reclamation Plan #93-4, the applicant shall defend,
indemnify and hold harmless Inyo County (County), or its agents, officers and employees
to aitack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the County, its advisory agencies, its
appeals board, or its legislative body concemning Reclamation Plan #93-4. The County
reserves the right to prepare s own defense.

15. Development shall be in substantial conformance with the submitted application

Attachments: Vicinity Map
*Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining"
CalTrans Letter
Great Basin Comments
Department of Fish and Game Comments
Department of Mines and Geology Comments

EHG CEK/cek
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STATE OF CALIFORMA—ABUSINESS, TRAMNSPORTATILN AND HOUSING AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 SOUTH MAIM STREET

BISHOP, CA 93514

(619) B72-0692.

above project.

Mr. Curtis Kellogg

FETE WILSON, Gowmor

agcﬁivio

e OEPY
June 7, o e S

1993 e '
1

[

*File: Inyoc—-395-32.66

SCH: 93052045

Inyo County Planning Department

?.0.

c

Crawer L
Independence, CA 93526

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

ONDITIONAL USE PERMIT £

3-05/PACIFIC LI

HT PRODUCTS

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the

The project is lecated in Inyo County
approximately two miles south of Olancha,

Upper Centennial Flat area.

5=-1/2 miles east in the

Access to the site will be by an
unpaved county rcad, Cactus Flats Road.

cC:

As a responsible agency for transportation, Caltrans has no
comments to offer regarding this project.

SCH:

Russ Colliau

Sincerely,

Wil

F. K. WALTON, Chief

Transportation Planning
Branch A

T CURTIS Keu_oeg#

G THISTLETHW MIE | -;
[ SANDY hHLLER ]

.f:____.__.___—_ﬁ,

" | EARL GANN ‘

JANET CROSS l
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Ellen Hardebeck _ i -
Cantrol Officer wweo 121883
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1
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

157 Shart 5t. Suite #6 - Bishap, CA 83514
16191 872-2211

June 17, 1993

Mr. Curtis Kellogg

Inyo County Planning Dept
Drawer L

Independence, CA 93526

RE: Reclamation Plan # 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products Company

Dear Curtis,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Pacific
Lightweight Products Company's Reclamation Plan. We have reviewed
their plan and have the following concerns:

(1} According to Pacific's plan they propose to restore only
a small number of acres each year. This leaves thirty acres
waiting to be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow
pace of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their
permit what we believe are reascnable ongoing precautions. (ref:
permit ‘condition 9) .

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is
conducting mining activities in an arid, infertile area. They
propose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without
help, natural vegetation is supposed to grow, thrive, and
eventually cover an area 30 acres in size. Perhaps they do not
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in

the distressed areas.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,

Larry Cameron
4\pac.pum\081753.1let Air Quality Specialist
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&farz -::ul uum&—nﬂ FEWANCES AGEM ? .
o o e
DEPARTMENT OF FiSH AND GAME EECEIVYED
TID GOADEM SHORE, SLUME A
LONG BEACH, CA sy I"’b 0c7 1i 1”93
(310) 590~5113 A I
ﬁ\ '}\j T B Siidh el
\\}5 0\_ . :
C N
Gctober 5, 1993 N ipg’%‘{?{ 1.
" LT . n-
Mr. Peter Chamberlin, Director L |EAE \
Inye County Planning Department \ 1BAR,
Past Office Drawer L LMJFLE

Independence, cCalifornia 935165
Dear Mr, Chamberlin:

Kegative Declaration apd Initial Study for
Reclamation Flan #9%2~4 apd Conditiopnal Use Permit g93=5
Inyo County

This latter is to document the results of our site visit to
the Pacific Lightweight Pumice Mine cn August 4, 1993, and ta
fallaw up an the Cepartment of Fish and Game letter of June 14,
1992, regarding the Nmgative Declaration and Initial Study for
Reclamation Plan #93~4 and Conditional Use Permit #%3-5,

The project site consiste of a 50-~acre araa that has been
stripped of topsoil and vegetation. Russian thistle, {Salsola
pestifera), a weedy nan-native species, is colonizing the site.
The project site is located within the range of the Mohave ground
squirrel, {Spermophiluos mchavensis), a species listed as
Threatened by the Department of Fish and Game; the desert
tortoise, {Gopherus agassizii), a specles listed as Threatened by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and Ripley’s cymopterus,
{Cymopterus ripleyi}, a rare plant species.

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMAKA) and
State Mining and Geology Board regulations for surface mining and
reclamation practice require that the reclamation plan contain a
pre-project description of the biological resources found on the
site. Thiz should include descriptions of the vegetative
communities and wildlife species found an the site, with emphasis
on rare, threatened or endangered sPecies. The revegation of the
site should he designed to help lessen impacts to unique species.
State requlations also regquire that wildlife habitat ba at least
as good as pre-project ceonditions (CCR Section 3703 (k}}.

A pre-projecc descript;an_o: the site is na% possible
becauga the project site has already been disturbed. Howevaer,
the reclamation plan can be designed to restore the site to a
condition similar tc that of tha surrounding area. The
reclamation plan should, therefore, discuss vegetative density,
cover, and speclies richne!s af naturally occurring habitats
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Mr. Peter Chamberlin
Qctober 5, 1993
Page Two

adjacent to the project area, and methods for revegetating the
site with native plant materials. The reclamation plan should
also contain criteria for evaluating compliance with the
revegetation plan. Standards for vegatative cover, density, and
diversity to be attained over a specific monitoring period should
be set forth in the reclamation plan (CCR Section 3705(m)). Test
pPlots to be conducted simultaneously within mining to deterxrmine
mOSt appropriate revegetation techniques should also be employed.
Establishment of test plots and refinement of revegetation
techniques should be compatible with the goal of phasing the
reclamation over a periocd of ten years.

The reclamation plan should also assume that Mohave ground
squirrel and desert tortoise will recoleonize the site if it is
reclaimed to a suitable condition. Establishment of habitat for
these species should be a goal of the reclamation plan.
Additionally, the reclamation plan should contain guidelines for
mine employees should any desert tortelse be encountered on_an

L-

tlme. If a tcrtOLSe is found on the pro;ect SLte, all operatlons
in the vicinity should cease, and either the Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be called
immediately. Only those individuals authorized by U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may handle desert tortoises.

In summary, the Department of Fish and Game recommends that
the reclamation plan be rewritten to contain the information
identified above. The Department requests the opportunity to
review the revised reclamation plan upon its completion. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have
any questions, please call Ms. Denyse Racine, Associate Wildlife
Biologist, at (619) 872-1158.

cc: See attached page - -
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cc?

Ms. Karen Wiese
Division of Mines and Geology
Sacramento, California

Mr. Leonard Hobbs
Pacific Lightweight Products
Glendale, California

Mr. Ray Bransfield
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Ventura, California

Mr. Vern Bleich
Department of Fish and Game
Bishop, California

Ms. Denyse Racine
Department of Fish and Ganme
Bishop, California

Mr. Bruce Kinney
Department of Fish and Game
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June 17, 1993

Mr. Curtis Kellogg

Inyo County Planning Dept
Drawver L

Independenca, CA 93526

RE: Reclamation Plan # 93-~4, Pacific Lightweight Products Company

Dear Curtis,

Thank you for the opportunity to .comment on Pacific
Lightweight Products Company's Reclamation Plan. We have reviewed
their plan and have the following concerns:

(1) According to Pacific's plan they propose to restore only
a small number of acres each Yyear. This leaves thirty acres
waiting to be restored until the year 2003, Because of this slow
pace of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a
property boundary. We emphasize this point by ocutlining in their
permit what we believe are reasonable ongoing precautions. (ref:
permit condition 9}

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is
conducting mining activities in an arxid, infertile area. They
propose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without
help, natural vegetation is supposed to grow, thrive, and
eventually cover an area 30 acres in size. Perhaps they do not
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in

the distressed areas.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,

Loy Gy

Ia Cameron
4\pac.pum\061793.1let Air Quality Specialist
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - RESOUACES AGL ¢

OEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY ‘i

MHEDJAHDHEﬂAMAﬂOHPRO{Fﬂ
801 K STREET. M5 13-32 3
SACRAMENTO, CA FE814-2631 pechi VE

(9181 323-8587 PHOMNE June 22, 1933 X
{9181 324-1304 FAX JUN o 8 -‘993 SETER
B o CURTIS
Curtis E. Kellogg: i SANDY
Associate Planner! EARL
County of Inyo Planning Department T
Drawar L FLE

Independence, CA 93526
Dear Mr. Kellogg:

Reclamation Pla 93~4_and Conditional Use Permit #93-~5 for
PAC [-] twea duect

The Mined-Land Reclamation Project staff of the Department of
Conservation’s Division of Mines and Geolcgy (DMG) has reviewed
the Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93 for
Pacific Lightweight Products. The project includes the removal
of pumice from a 50 acre open pit mine. Tha following comments,
prepared by James Pompy, Karen Wiese and Catherine Gaggini, are
offered to assist in your review of this project.

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA} (public
Resources Coda §2710 et seq.) and the State Mining and Geology
Board regulations for surface mining and reclamation practice
(California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Chapter 8,
Article 1, §3500 et seq.) require that spacific items be
addressed or included in reclamation plans. The following items
were either not included or not sufficiently addressed in the
documents we reviewed. We recommend that the reclamation plan be
supplemented to adequately address these mandatory items.

-} a lo

{Refor to SMARA Sectlions 2770.5, 2772{a),(b),(c),(d),{e), (L)}, (L), {3}, 2772.1,
CCR Section 3502(b)(2),(b)(5), 3709({a},(b), 3713(a},(b})

1. SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated
depth of mining be indicated in the reclamation plan. It
was difficult to ascertain tha depth of mining in reviewing
the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining
be clearly stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark that
can ba referenced in the field for compliance monitoring.

2. SMARA Section 2772 (f) requires that the reclamation plan
describe the surface mining operation and provide a time
schedule for completion of each sequent of mining so that
reclamation can be initiated at the earliest possible time
on those portions of the mined lands that will not be
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subject to further disturbance by the surface mining
operation. The reclamation plan mentions phased reclamation
occurring over the next ten years. A specific plan
describing the proposed phased reclamation should be
pPresented, and depicted on the site plans.

SMARA Section 2772 (i) states that the reclamation plan
shall include an assessment of the effect of reclamation on
future mining at the site. A short statement assessing the
potential for future mining at the site following
reclamation should be added tao the reclamation plan.

SMARA Section 2773.1 requires that financlal assurances be
required of all surface mining operations to guarantee site
reclamation; that the financial assurances ke payable to the
SMARA lead agency and the State Geologist; that the
financial assurances be submitted to the State Geologist for
review and comment; and that lead agencies annually inspect
mining oparations to determine SMARA compliance. These
requirements should bhe incorporated into the reclamation
plan prior to approval. We recommend that financial .
assurance bhe included to cover the cost of revegetating the
site should the natural vegetation fail to meet the
performance standards.

Environmen gett
Protect of F -] ab t

(Refer to CCR Sections 3502(b)(1), 3503({c), 3703 (a),(b),(c), 3704(yg),

3705 (a), 3706(a),(f),(g), 3710(a), (b}, (<), (d}, ITLI(D)

5.

CCR Section 3502 (b) (1) requires that the reclamation plan
include a description of the environmental setting of the
mine site. A full description of the aite is necessary for
the following three reasons: 1) to document baseline
conditions, 2) to aid in development and evaluation of an
appropriate revegetation plan, and J) to evaluate purported
mining and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat.

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the
biotic setting of the site will be necessary to adequately
establish baseline conditions of the site. This
quantitative evaluation should include percent cover or
density, and diversity measurements for each of the
vegetation types that will "npaturally* recolonize the
reclaimed lardform.

Also, prior to any site disturbance, the purported lack of
impacts to sensitive, rare, threatened, and endangered
plants and animals should be verified. The revegetation of
the site should be designed to help lessen impacts to unique
specles. - Without the knowledge of which spacies occur on
the :ite, the revegetation design cannot target thosa
species.
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6.

CCR Section 3705(a) reguires that the vegetative cover or
density, and species-richness be sufficient to stabllize the
surface against effects of long-term erosion and be similar
to naturally occurring habitats in the surrounding area.

The vegetative density, cover, and species richness of
naturally occurring habitats should be documented in
baseline studies carried out prior to the initiation of
mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan be amended
to include the aforementioned baseline studies.

CCR Section 3703{a) requires that all sensitive species be
conservad or mitigated. The reclamation plan does not
qualify the statement that "there is no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area."
We recommend that the source of thils statement be
identified, and that the survey methods and results be
detailed in the reclamation plan.

The Californla Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity
Data Base reports Ripley’s cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi},
a CNPS List 2 plant, occurring naar the project vicinity.

We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by
surveys conducted at the appropriate time of the year by a
qualified botanist. We alsc recommend that an informal
consultation be conducted with the Department of Fish and
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that
may be impacted within the project boundaries.

CCR Section 3503(c) states that all reasonable measures be
taken to protect the habitat of fish and wildlife and CCR
Section 3703(b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as
good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures
for habitat restoration be developed should natural
revegetation of the project site not ensure after cessation
of mining.

a a te

(Refar to SMARA Sectlons 2772(h}(1).(k)(2), 2773(a)},

CCR Sactloas 3503(a)(3),(b) (1), (d), ITOE(c) . {2}, (a),{£),{g), 3710 (Db),(c),
3711{e), 3712}

9.

SMARA Section 2773(a) requires that the reclamation plan
establish site-specific criteria for evaluating compliance
with the approved reclamation plan, including sediment and
erosion control. The erosion control measures described in
the reclamation plan are vague, and conslst of regrading
slopas and placing coarse aggregate over finer material to
reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion control
measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas or
drainage swales. We recommend that the reclamation plan
include an ercsion control monitoring plan, and provide a
contingency plan that will be set into placa to augment the
proposed erosion control measures (see item #10), if erosion
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10.

is evident during annual inspections.

SMARA Section 2772(h)(2) requires that streambanks and
streambeds be rehabilitated in a manner that will minimize
erosion. According to the reclamation plan, the criginal
drainage that transected a portion of the site will be re-
established, and coarse aggregate will be laid down over the
finer sized material to reduce wind and water erosion. The
reclamation plan needs to describe in greater detail how the
drainage will be protected from water erosion. We recommand
that sufficiently sized coarse aggregate be applied to the
drainage area to insure that the drainage is protected from
water erosion.

Resojili and Raveget

(Refer to SMARA Section 2773(a), CCR Sectione 3503(a}{1),(f),(g), 3704{c},
3705(a), (B (c)  (A) s (@), (L), (Q)s(h), (L} s(3)s(X}, (1), (m), 3707(D)},(d},
3712(a), (b}, (<}, (d), (o))

11.

12,

CCR Section 1711 establishes mandatory standards for topsoil
salvage, maintenance, and redistribution. The reclamation
plan does not discuss topsoil management. For example, the
reclamation plan states that "re-vegetation occurs naturally
in areas of inactivity." The sseds, microbial organisms,
and organic matter found in the upper six inches of growth
media constitute a significant resource when used in arid
land reclamation. Successful revegetation of the site may
not be possible without this resource. We recommend that
the upper six inches of growth media be stockpiled and
raapplied during reclamation. We also recommand that the
reclamation plan be amended to address the five subsections
set forth in this section.

SMARA Section 2773 (a) requires that the reclamation plan
establish “site-specific criteria for evaluating compliance
with the approved reclamation plan, including topography,
revegetation, and sediment and erosion contreol.® The
reclamation plan does not identify the criteria by which the
success of the revegetation of the site will be judged. We
highly recommend that minimum standards be developed by the
operator in conjunction with the lead agency and DMG. For
example, the standards should specifically state the amount
of vegetative cover or density, and diversity to be attained
over a specific monitoring period. CCR Section 3705 (m)
requires that these standardas and the sampling method be set
forth in the reclamation plan. Por revegetation elements,
monitoring ehould be conducted for a minimum of five years
following implementation. Monitoring should be done on an
annual basis with reports submitted to the lead agency and
DMG- The monitoring program should address the stability
and success of the rehabilitated areas, compare these areas
to baseline conditions and performance standards, and
suggest remedial measures, where needed. The sample size
should provide an 80 percent confidence level, as a minimum.
The review of the reports by agency personnel should allow
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13.

for modifications in menitoring, rehabilitation, or
revegetation techniques.

CCR Section 3705(b) requires test plots to be conducted
simultaneously with mining to determine the most apprecpriate
planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation"™ of
the site. Tests plots could ascertain the amount of
vegetative cover or density, and diversity attained over
time to determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in
meeting the success criteria or minimum standards.

Please send a copy of the approved reclamation plan, response to
our comments, and permit issued by you as lead agency under SMARA
to the Mined-Land Reclamation Program office at 80% K Street,
M.5, 12-32, sSacramento, CA 95814-3531., The approved documents
will be placed in the Mined-Land Reclamation Project files
pursuant to the sSurface Mining and Reclamation Act.

If you have any questions on thase comments or require any
assistance with other mine reclamation issues, please contact me

at (916) 323-8565.

incerely,

James Pompy
Mined-land Reclamation

Project Manager

Concur:

¢-22-95 Treids T Luadrrossns

Dated: Trinda L. Bedrossian

cC:

Supervising Geologist
RG 3363, CEG 1064

Mr. Dennis O’Bryant, Office of Mine Reporting & Reclamation
Compliance
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, March 23, 1994, at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors Room, County
Administrative Center, [ndependence to consider the following:

TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP #307 / STONE

A request by Ron Stone to divide a 9.78 acre parcel into four 1 acre parcels with a remainder
parcel of 478 acres. The property is zoned R-1-1.0 {One Family Residences - 1.0 acre
minimum). The subject property is located at the southwest corner of Sierra Ladera Street and
Sierra Grande Drive in the Wilkerson Ranch area, seven miles south of Bishop. Environmental
review pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act determined the
project would have no potential for significant adverse impacts.

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS .
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

A request submitted by Pacific Lightweight Products for approval of a mining reclamation plan
pursuant to the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act and a Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
for an existing open pit pumice mine. The CUP is required because the applicant wishes to
increase the area of disturbance from 20 acres to 50.4 acres on a portion of property owned by
the Ely Trust. The project site is zoned OS-40 (Open Space - 40 acre minimum) and located
two miles south of Olancha and 5 1/2 miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial
Flat area within the Coso Range Mountains, Environmental review pursuant to the requirements
of the California Environmental Quality Act determined the project would have no potential for

significant adverse impacts,

If you challenge any finding, determination or decision made regarding these projects in court,
you may be limited to raising only the issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered prior to the hearing.

Please contact the Inyo County Planming Department if you have any questions regarding these
projects at the Courthouse Annex, Independence during business hours, or phone (619) 878-

0263.

PLEASE PUBLISH ONE TIME ONLY IN THE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 1994,
EDITION OF THE INYO REGISTER
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COUNTY OF INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

P.O. Drawer L, Independence, Californta 93526
Telephone (619) 878-0263 FAX (619)872-2712
Peter Chamberlia, Director of Planning

12/5/33

December 30, 1993

TO: My L Culiis
. . Len
Pacific Lig /’”‘P@Tf LI —erﬁ‘ <
715 North . #
Suite #101 &/"L/-”i’" Le72e? off 5708 e S
Glenddle,: T~ 4(giz- w73 gvescy S ITHEmsT
and in tumn: LWE wewD 7 [hic D —
Californ] WE DEVIST #nd) WRITEAS
Attn; M , -7 v
e CIM 7tes THE Z,Acx&é/:%z.
Bishop, {  {eye(elATin @ g rpondd #ed
! r‘ﬁ/'@j (K .
FROM: Curtis Ke
Earl G:nne %556 ste /’Wﬁﬂ Ag/ﬂ‘f -
RE: vy O e —
' MOJAVE LETS Go wiTy . wWE
RARE PI e __
PACIFIC /Uﬁ'?"_’ D Lo YeFETIng . L
A meeting has been requ s the
the concemns raised by th e

(ettached). The meeting

Please contact this office if you are unable to attend.--
Sincerely,

ﬂ’- N
R ot om
/Curns’ E. Kg, oL, ia:e’Planner CEK/cek
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PETE WILSON, Govemar

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME EECEIVE®D
330 GOLDEN SHORE, SUITE 50
LONG BEACH, CA 90802 0CT 11 1993
310} 590-51
(310} 13 GRS L PEUTER Ukl
N
October 5, 1993 NEEE }
F chucK 42
C' u---rl" "‘Aﬂ
Mr. Peter Chamberlin, Director h EnA
Inyc County Planning Department EARL
Post Office Drawer L FLE

Independence, California 93526
Dear Mr. Chamberlin:

Negative Declaration and Initial Study for
Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5
Inyo County

This letter is to document the results of our site visit to
the Pacific Lightweight Pumice Mine on Augqust 4, 1993, and to
follow up on the Department of Fish and Game letter of June 14,
1993, regarding the Negative Declaration and Initial Study for
Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5.

The project site consists of a 50-acre area that has been
stripped of topsocil and vegetation. Russian thistle, (Salscla
pestifera), a weedy non-native species, is colonizing the site.
The project site is located within the range of the Mchave ground
squirrel, {(Spermophilus mohavensis), a species listed as
Threatened by the Department of Fish and Game; the desert
tortecise, (Gopherus agassizii), a specles listed as Threatened by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and Ripley’s cymopterus,
(Cymopterus ripleyi), a rare plant species.

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) and
State Mining and Geology Board regulations for surface mining and
reclamation practice require that the reclamation plan contain a
pre~project description of the blological resources found an the
site. This should include descriptions of the vegetative
communities and wildlife species found on the site, with emphasis
on rare, threatened or endangered species. The revegation of the
site should be designed to help lessen impacts ta unique species.
State regulations also require that wildlife habitat be at least
as good as pre-project conditions (CCR Section 3703(b))

A pre-project descriptionﬁof the site is not passible
because the project site has already been disturbed. However,
the reclamation plan can be designed to restore the site to a
condltlon similar’to that of“the surrounding area. The
reclamation plan should, therefore, discuss vegetatlve density,
cover, and species rlchness of naturally occurring habitats
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adjacent to the project area, and methods for ravegetating the
site with native plant materials. The reclamation plan should
also contain criteria for evaluating compliance with the
revegetation plan. Standards for vegetative cover, density, and
diversity to be attained over a specific monitoring peried should
e set forth in the reclamation plan (CCR Section 3705{(m)). Test
plots to be conducted simultaneously within mining to determine
most appropriate revegetation techniques should also be employad.
Establishment of test plots and refinement of revegetation
techniques should be compatible with the goal of phaSan the
reclamation ovar a pariod of tan years.

The reclamation plan should alsc assume that Mohave ground
squirrel and desert tortoise will recolonize the site if it is
reclaimed to a suitable condition. Establishment of habitat for
these spacies should be a goal of the reclamation plan.
Additionally, the reclamation plan should contain guidelines for
mine employees should any dessrt tortoise be encountered on any
access road or on the project site itself. Employees should be
advised that desert tortoises are fully protected hy state and
federal law, and may not be taken, harmed, or harassed at any
time. TIf a tortoise is found on the project site, all coperations
in the wvicinity should cease, and aither the Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should ba called
immediately. Only those individuals authorized by U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may handle dasert tortaises.

In summary, the Department of Fish and Game recommends that
the reclemation plan ke rewritten to contain the information
identified above. The Department reguests the opportunity to
raview the revised reclamation plan upon itg completion. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment on this project. 1If you have
any questions, please call Ms. Denyse Rarcine, Associate Wildlife
Biologist, at (619} 872-1158,

Ythley
Regional Manage
Region 5 £

cc:  GBee attached page = -
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cCc:

Ms. Karen Wiese
Division of Mines and Geology
Sacramento, California

Mr. Leonard Hobbs
Pacific Lightweight Products
Glendale, California

Mr. Ray Bransfield
U.8. Fish & Wildlife Service
Ventura, California

Mr. Vern Bleich
Department of Fish and Game
Bishop, California

Ms. Denyse Racine
Department of Fish and Game
Bishop, California

Mr. Bruce Kinney
Department of Fish and Game
Bishop, California
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS, CO.

715 NO. CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE # 101, GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91203

FAXNUMBER - 818-242-4167 OFFICE NUMBER - 818-240-5160

FAX Date da{y /6 /993

Number of Pages /

FROM:

Leonard Hobbs

o Cartss Ketlogy

COMPANY: P/IJM@ Dep?.
FAXNUMBER: £/Q. ZT2 27/

REMARKS:

Denyse Racine ¢f the Dept. of Fiih and Game bas just

not,fred me Yhat she can be af the pumice mine i
Ofenche 4¥ 2FPM on M/ﬂul?r' Aug. ¥ Is hrs
accyptable # you ?

IF THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH THE TRANSMISSION OR YOU DID NOT RECEIVE
THE NUMBER OF PAGES SPECIFIED, PLEASE CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY.
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO. RECEIVEZD

RIDGELITE » CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES JUuL 1 4 1993

715 NORTH CENTARAL AVENUE « SUITE 107 » GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 9120.’..!-0 {818} 240-5160 m c& ma DEPL
PETER
~__|cHuck

July 12, 18383 i~y CLATIS ]
< 7

Denyse Racine , ]

Dept. of Fish and Game N\, [EARL

407 W. Line Street , FILE

Bishop, CA 93514
Dear Denyse Racine:

This is in response 1o our conversation regarding the application for
Reclamation Plan and CUP for the pumice mine now pending at the
Inyo County Planning Dept.

Enclosed is a letter from the Great Basin Unified A.P.C.D. expressing
their concern with fugitive dust and re-vegetation of the mined area.
Also enclosed are our comments along with photographs.

Even though this is fairly self explanatory, | would like to review some
pertinent information which may not have been fully understood in the
original application.

1. There is no increase in the mined area being requested. It has
already reached it's maximum size. From now on there will be a
contraction of the mined area by means of phased reclamation at
the rate of a minimum of two acres per year.

2. All the water used to wet down the haul roads is brought in by
truck. There is no water available at the site. This would makae it
extremely difficult and impractical to re-vegetate by man-made
means.

It is our opinion that it would be very helpful if we could meet with you
and the County Planning Dept. at the site to go over these issues. |
will call you in the next few days to see if this is possible.

Sincerely,

PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

Leonard Hobbs

Director of Technical Services
Photo enclosures

cc Curtis Kellogg
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO.

RIDGELITE » CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES %’I
715 NOAYH CENTRAL AVENUE = SUITE 1071 » GLENDALE, CALIFQANIA 91203 » (813)%240-5160 - a
(G B YU UL
July 2, 1983 :
Mr. Curtis Kellogg
inyo County Planning Dept.
P.O. Drawer L
Independence, CA 83526
Subject: RECLAMATION PLAN #393-4
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #83-5
Dear Mr. Kellogg:
Please consider this our authorization to waive the time limits required
by CEQA for the Subject Reclamation Plan and CUP.
Sincerely,
PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
Leonard Hobbs
Director of Technical Services
[FETER A
\ CHUCK
~_cysTia ;
[ St },
SAMUY 7
EaRL
—IFILE RT3 4

C L pﬂ‘?‘:d! 34

Y
-

e
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of

DRAWER L - INDEPENDENCE - CALIFORNIA 93526 INYO

OFFICE: (819) 878-0263
FAX: (619) 872-2712

Peter Chamberlin
Planning Director

July 1, 1993

Pacific Lightweight Products
Attn: Mr. Leonard Hobbs

715 North Central Avenue
Suite #101

Glendale, Ca. 91203

Re: Reclamation Plan #93-4 and
Conditional Use Permit #93-5

COMMENTS FROM THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
DISTRICT (GBUAPCD), DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION, DIVISION OF MINES
AND GEOLOGY (DMG) and DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG).

Dear Mr. Hchbbs:

Enclesed are the comments from the above named agencies on vyour
Company’'s Reclamation Plan Application.

As you are aware, Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use
Permit #93-5 were continued from the Inye County Planning Commis-
sion Meeting of June 23, 1993 to the meeting scheduled for July

28, 1993.

However, the DFG comments may require the re-issuance of the
environmental documentation, a survey for a rare plant (Cymopter-
us ripleyi), survey for the Federally-Threatened Desert Tortoise
and a CHIE and 2081 Form for the Mojave Ground Squirrel (see at-

tached).

The GBUAPCD has c¢oncerns about the concurrent and final reclama-
tion of the area. They alsco wish a further explanation as to
pessible acceleration of the final plant cover for the Reclama-

tion Plan (see attached}.

The DMG has requested that you address the following: Mining
Operation and Closure; Environmental Setting and Protection of
Fish and Wildlife Habitat; Hydrology and Water Quality; Resoiling
and Revegetation (see attached).

As can be seen from the above comments, a significant amount of
time will be required to answer the concerned Agencies questions.
Unfortunately, the issuance of the Environmental Document under
the cCalifornia Environmental Guality Act (CEQA} has been chal-
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lenged as to its completeness by the DFG. Therefore wWe recompend
the foliowing:

l, ¥ou write us farmally waiving the time limitations under
CEQA {CEQRA requires that & Negative Declaration of Enwiron-
mental Impact be completed 105 days after the appiication
was deemed compléete). Should you grant the walver, the
Planning Staff will bave more time to deal with the endan-

gered gpecies lssues.

OR:

2. At your option not te grant the waiver, you should be
aware +that +the Planning Department will RECOMMEND DENTAL
WITHOUT PREJUDICK at the July 28, 1993 meeting of the Inyo
County Planning Commission because we have run out of time
under CEQA. This will allow the concerned agencies the time
for the research to ke conducted as necegsary. You will not
ber reguired to refile or pay the application fees 2 second
time. Be aware that new environmental documentation may be
required to be prepared by this Department.

Please inform us of your decision prior to: July 9, 1993.

anticipating your speedy written response in this matter. Please
feel free to contact me if you guestions c¢oncsrning this matter,

Sincergly, .
’ S _'_u_,,,-""m
T ST . P o "‘_.,r
B Wv-"_'ﬂ R - - ‘,:_/'r /“
e ol T e
== ,;)(’; 'y
T, L

~---gurtis E. Kellegg - ., -~
Associate Planner
Project Planner

Direst Line Dial (619) B878~0267

Attachments: COMMENTS FROM THE GREAT BASTIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTICHN
CONTROL DISTRICT {GBUAPCD}, DEEARTMENT OF CONSERVATION, DIVISION
OF MINES AND GEOLOGY (DMG) and DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG).

AN :
RECENTLY RECEIVED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. HOBRS TO MR. CAMERON OF
GRUAFCD {with photos}

cci: GBUAPCD, DMG and DFG.

CEK/cek
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

157 Short St. Suite #6 - Bishop, CA 83514
{619} B872-8211

June 17, 1893

Mr. Curtis Kellogg

Inyc County Planning Dept
Drawer L

Independencs, CA 93526

RE: Reclamation Plan # 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products Company

Dear Curtis,

Thank you for the ocpportunity to comment on Pacific
Lightweight Products Company's Reclamation Plan. We have reviawed
their plan and have the following cohcerns:

(1) According to Pacific's plan they propose to restore only
a small number of acres each year. This leaves thirty acres
waiting to be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow
paca of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their
permit what we believe are reasonable ongoing precautions. (ref:

pernit condition 9)

(2} The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is
conducting mining activities in an arid, infertile area. They
propose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice. Without
nelp, natural vegetation is suppeosed to grow, thrive, and
eventually cover an area 30 acres in size. Perhaps they do not
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in

the distressed areas.

Thank you for considering these comments.
Sincerely,

Larry Cameron
4\pac.pum\081733.1let Lir Quality Specialist

-

o
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - ARESOURCES AGE. FETE WILSQON, Govarnor

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY
MINED-LAND RECLAMATION PROJECT

B01 K STREET. M5 12-32 E ! " o ;_1
SACRAMENTD, CA 95814-3531 - LG
{816] 323-8567 PHONE REC June 22, 1993
318) 324-1396 FAX . y o
I S FFETE o
' P ACLATE
Curtis E. Kellogg E T S N
Associate Planner - T
. CETELTNL
County of Inyo Planning Department AT
Drawer L b FILE

Independence, CA 93526

Dear Mr. Kellogg:

Reclamation Plan #93~-4 and Conditicnal Use Permit #93-~5 for
Pacific Lightweight Products

The Mined-Land Reclamation Project staff of the Department of
Conservation’s Division of Mines and Geology (DMG) has reviewed
the Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93 for
Pacific Lightweight Products. The project includes the removal
of pumice from a 50 acre open pit mine. The following comments,
prepared by James Pompy, Karen Wiese and Catherine Gaggini, are
offered to assist in your review of this project.

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) (public
Resources Code §2710 et seg.) and the State Mining and Geology
Board regulations for surface mining and reclamation practice
{California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Chapter 8,
Article 1, §3500 et seg.) require that specific items be
addressed or included in reclamation plans. The following items
were elther not included or not sufficiently addressed in the
docunents we reviewed. We recommend that the reclamation plan be
supplemented to adeguately address these mandatory items.

Mining Operation and Closure

(Refer to SMARA Sectione 2770.5, 2772(a), (b}, (<), (d), (e}, (£}, (L), (3), 2773.1,
CCR Sectjon 3502(b)(2),(b){%), 3709(a),(b), 3713(a), (D))

1. SMARA Section 2772 (d) requires that the maximum anticipated
depth of mining be indicated in the reclamation plan. It
was difficult to ascertain the depth of mining in reviewing
the reclamation plan. We recommend that the depth of mining
be clearly stated and tied to a verifiable bench mark that
can be referenced in the field for compliance monitoring.

2. SMARA Section 2772 (f) reguires that the reclamation plan
describe the surface mining operation and provide a time
schedule for completion of each segment of mining so that
reclamation can be initiated at the earliest possible time
on those portions of the mined lands that will not be
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subject to further disturbance by the surface mining
operatlon The reclamation plan mentiocns phased reclamation
occurring over the next ten years. A specific plan
describing the proposed phased reclamation should be
presented, and depicted on the site plans.

SMARA Section 2772 (i) states that the reclamation plan
shall include an assessment of the effect of reclamation on
future mining at the site. A short statement assessing the
potential for future mining at the site following
reclamation should be added to the reclamatien plan.

SMARA Section 2773.1 requlres that financial assurances be
required of all surface mining operations to guarantee site
reclamation; that the financial assurances be payable to the
SMARA lead agency and the State Geologist; that the
financial assurances be submitted to the State Geologist for
review and comment: and that lead agencies annually inspect
mining operatiens to determine SMARA compliance. These
requlrements should be incorporated into the reclamation
plan prior to approval. We recommend that financial
assurance be included to cover the cost of revegetating the
site should the natural vegetation fail to meet the
performance standards.

Environmental Setting and
Protection of Fish and _Wildlife Habitat

(Refer to CCR Sections 3502(b) (1), 3503(c), 3703 (a),(b),(c), 3704(g},

3705(a), 3706{a),(f),(q), 3710(a},(b},(c),(d}, 3713(b}

5.

CCR Section 3502 (b) (1) requires that the reclamation plan
include a description of the environmental settlng of the
mine site. A full description of the site is necessary for
the following three reasons: 1) to document baseline
conditions, 2) to aid in development and evaluation of an
apprOprlate revegetation plan, and 3) to evaluate purported
mining and reclamation impacts on wildlife habitat.

Prior to site disturbance, a quantitative description of the
biotic setting of the site will be necessary to adequately
establish baseline conditions of the site. This
guantitative evaluation should include percent cover or
density, and diversity measurements for each of the
vegetation types that will "naturally" recolonize the
reclaimed landform.

Also, prior to any site disturbance, the purported lack of
impacts to sensitive, rare, threatened, and endangered
plants and animals should be verified. The revegetation of
the site should be designed to help lessen 1mpacts to unique
species. Without the knowledge of which species occur on
the site, the revegetation design cannot target those

species.
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CCR Section 3705(a) requires that the vegetative cover or
density, and species-richness be sufficient to stabilize the
surface against effects of long-term erosion and be similar
to naturally cccurring habitats in the surrounding area.

The vegetative density, cover, and species richness of
naturally occurring habitats should be documented in
baseline studies carried out prior to the initiation of
mining. We recommend that the reclamation plan be amended
to include the aforementioned baseline studies.

CCR Section 3703(a) requires that all sensitive species be
conserved or mitigated. The reclamation plan deoes not
qualify the statement that "there is no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area."
We recommend that the source of this statement be
identified, and that the survey methods and results be
detailed in the reclamation plan.

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity
Data Base reports Ripley’s cymopterus (Cymopterus ripleyi),
a CNPS List 2 plant, occurring near the project vicinity.

We recommend that the absence of this species be verified by
surveys conducted at the appropriate time of the year by a
gqualified botanist. We alsc recommend that an informal
consultation be conducted with the Department of Fish and
Game to determine the presence of any sensitive species that
may be impacted within the project boundaries.

CCR Section 3503(c) states that all reasonable measures be
taken to protect the habitat of fish and wildlife and CCR
Section 3703(b) states that wildlife habitat be at least as
good as pre-project. We recommend that remedial measures
for habitat restoration be develcped should natural
revegetation of the project site not ensure after cessation

of mining.

Hydrolegy and Water Quality

(Refer to SMARA Sectiems 2772(h} (1), (h)(2), 2773(a),

CCR Sections 33503(a)(3),(by(1),{d), 3708(c),{(d),(e),(f}.(g), 3710 (b}, {(c),

3711(e), 3712)

9.

SMARA Section 2773 (a) reguires that the reclamation plan
establish site-specific criteria for evaluating compliance
with the approved reclamation plan, including sediment and
erosion control. The erosion control measures described in
the reclamation plan are vague, and consist of regrading
slopes and placing coarse aggregate over finer material to
reduce wind and water erosion. The proposed erosion control
measures may not be adequate in highly exposed areas oOr
drainage swales. We recommend that the reclamation plan
include an erosion contrel monitering plan, and provide a
contingency plan that will be set into place to augment the
proposed erosion control measures (see item #10), if erosion



Curtis E. Rellegg Attachment B
Page 4

1c.

{Refer to SMARR Section 2773{a}, C4R Sectlions 3503{aj{l), (%},
3708{a), (b, {c),{d) (@), ), (G ERT {1}, (3}, {0}, {2}, (m}, ATOT{E

is evident during annual inspections.

SMARA Secticn 2772¢(h} (2) requires that streambanks and
atreambeds be rehakilitated in a manner that will minimize
ercgsion, According to the reclamation plan, the original
drainage that transected a portion of the site will be re-
eatablished, and coarse aggregate will be laid deown cver the
tiner sized material to reduce wind and water eroslon. The
reclamation pian needs to describe in greater detail how the
drainage will ke protected from water erosion, We recommend
that sufficlently sized coarse aggregate be applied ta the
drainage area to insure that the drainage is protected from

water erosion.

Regoiling and Revegetation

{g}, 3704fcy,
Pa(d),

374k{a}, by, (e).{d),{B}}

11.

12,

CCR Section 3711 establishes mandatory standards for topsoil
salvaga, maintenance, and redistribution. The reclamatiaon
plan does not discuss topsoil management. For example, the
reclamation plan states that “"re-vegetation occurs natuzrally
in areas of inactivity."® The seeds, wmicraobkial arganisng,
and orqanic matter feound in the upper six inches of growth
media canstitute a significant resource when used in arid
land reclamation. Successful revegetation of the site may
not be po2sible without this resource. We recommend that
the upper six inchas of growth media be stockpiied and
reapplied during reclamation. We also recommend that the
reclamation plan be amended to address the five subsactions

get forth in this sectian,

SMARA Section 2773 {(a) reguires that the reclamation plan
establish "site-specific criterla for evaluating cempliance
with the approved reclamation plan, including topography,
revegatation, and sediment and eroslon control.¥ The
raclamation plan does not identify the criteria by which the
success of the revegetation of the site will ke judged. We
highly recommend that rinimum standards be devaloped by the
operator in conjunction with tha lead agency and DMG. For
exampla, the standards should specifically stata the amount
of vagetative coaver or density, and diversity to ba attained
over a specific monitoring period, CCR Section 3705{m;
regquires that these standards and the sampling method be set
fourth in the reclamaticn plan. For revegetation elements,
moniteoring shouid ba conducted for a minimum of five years
following implementation. Monitoring should be done on an
annual basis with reports submitted to the lead agency and
DHG. The monitoring program should address the stability
and success of the rehabilitated areas, compare thase areas
to baseline conditions and performance standards, and
sujgest remedial measures, where needed., The sample size
should provide an 80 percent confidence level, az a mininum.
The review of the reports by agency personnel should allow
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for modifications in monitoring, rehabilitation, or
revegetation techniques.

13, CCR Section 3705(b) requlres test plots to be conducted
simultaneously with mining to determine the most appropriate
planting procedures. We recommend that test plots be
conducted to test the feasibility of the "re-vegetation" of
the site. Tests plots could ascertain the amount of
vegetative cover or density, and diversity attained aver
time to determine the efficacy of natural revegetation in
meeting the success criteria or minimum standards.

Please send a copy of the approved reclamation plan, response to
our comments, and permit issued by you as lead agency under SMARA
to the Mined-Land Reclamation Program office at 801 K Street,
M.S. 12-32, Sacramento, CA 95814-3531. The approved documents
will be placed in the Mined-Land Reclamation Project files
pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act.

If you have any questions on these comments or require any
assistance with other mine reclamation issues, please contact me

at (916) 323-8565.

incerely,

James Pompy
Mined-land Reclamation

Project Manager

Concur:

&-22-3% '7c;;;4ég.§7€ ﬁﬁ%ﬂgmaiuacA—LHJ
Dated: Trinda L. Bedrossian
Supervising Geologist

RG 3363, CEG 1064

cc: Mr. Dennis 0O’Bryant, Office of Mine Reporting & Reclamation
Compliance
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STATE OF CALFORMIA—THE RESQURCES AGENCY |2 PETE WILSON, Govemor

[} AT

DEPARTMENT OF FISH ANDGAME N )
| RECEIVER e ROGER DEHARTY | i S
407 W. Line Street JUN 181933 ™ SUHT‘S KELLOGE |47 o
Bishop, CA ©3514 - THISTLETHWAJTR —[\
§72-1171 5yD C% PUASTES DL .‘ ; ' SANDY MILLER j
June 14, 1293 | BRAD METTAY ;
___| EARL GANN 'l

Inyo County Planning Department

P.0. Drawer L [ | JANET CROSS |
Independence, CA 93526 . | FALe
Attn: Mr. curtis Kellogg L = !

Daar Mr. Kellogg,

The Department of Fish and Game has reviewed the Negative
Declaration and Initial Study for Reclamation Plan #93-4 and
Conditional Use Permit #93-5, Pacific Lightweight Products. The
proposed project is a Reclamation Plan for an existing open pit
pumlce mine, and an application for a Conditional Use Permit to
increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres, The proposed
project is located in the Cactus Flats area within the Coso
Mountains in south Inyo County. The proposed project is within the
range of the Mohave ground squirrel, a species listed as Threatened
by the Department of Fish and Game, and the desert tortoise, a
species listed as Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the Department of Fish and Game, A rare bplant species,
Ripley’s cymopterus, ¢ t ri i, is also known from the

project vicinity.

The document states that "The applicant has stated that there are
no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation on or
arcund the project site". The California Natural Diversity Data
Base shows that populations of Ripley’s cymopterus have been
documented near the project site. The Negative Declaration should
include evidence that a gqualified botanist has checked the project
site 2nd detaermined that no rare, threatened, or endangered species

are found on the project site.

Since the project is alse within the range of the Mohave ground
squirrel, a state Threatened species, a Cumulative Human Impact
Evaluation must be completed for the project. This evaluation must
be completed by a qualified biologist who has received training in
evaluation methodology conducted by the Department. Once the CHIE
has been completed, the Department will determine appropriate
mitigation for the project. A desert tortoise survey must also ba
completed by a qualified biologist for this project.

The project proponent must then obtain from the Department an
Endangered Species Management Agreement (2081) for this preject.
The CHIE and 2081 are necessary because the Mohave ground squirrel
is still listed as Threatened, pending review of the recent Fish
and Game Commission action by the Office of Administrative Law.
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The Department believes that the Negative Declaration as written
does not contain information sufficient to suppeort the findings of
no significant environmental impact, and should be rewritten to
include the results of the desert torteise survey, rare plant
survey, and Mohave ground squirrel CHIE. The revised Negative
Declaration should then be recirculated for public review.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you
have any questions, please call me or Mr. Bruce Kinney at the above

telephone number.

Sincerely,

f/]fg g Y 4 /ﬁi gial ¢
Denysg’ Racine
Associate Wildlife Biologist
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PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO.

DGELITE » CERAMIC LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES

715 NORTH CENTRAL AYENUE « SUNTE 01 « GLENDALE, CALIFQRNIA 91203 » (818) 240-5160

June 30, 1993

Mr. Larry Cameron

Great Basin Unified A.P.C.D.
187 Short Street, Suite 6
Bishop, CA 93514

Subject: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 FOR PUMICE MINE
Dear Mr. Cameron;

This is to comment on your letter of June 17, 1993 to the Inya
Country Planning Department regarding the subject reclamation plan
and more particularly the problem of fugitive dust at the site.

In accordance with our APCD Permit to Operate and as you are aware
from our monthly reports to your office, water is applied to the haul
roads and around the processing area on a daily basis during
operating hours. Course aggregate is also applied over the large sand
stock piles in arder to stabilize the surface.

There are, however, some developments pertaining to wind erosion
and fugitive dust that we have been studying over the past 8 years in
which the mine has been in operation. We have been conducting
experiments to find out what would happen if no coarse aggregate
was applied to the auter surface of a newily esiablished stock pile of
fine sand. The results indicate an interesting phenomenon occurs.
The wind will erode the fine particies of sand and expose the coarser
larger particles below. As this erosion is progressing, the airborn dust
is reduced because it is much mora difficuit for the force aof the wind
t0 move these larger pieces. Then something else happens which is
of great importance. The rain falls and mixes with the pumice.
Because the pumice has pozzolanic properties, it will react with the
water to make a cementitious mixture. When it dries a crust is
formed. This crust stabilizes the surface and prevents the particies
from becoming airborne.

Right after stabilization of the ground occurs, seeds will attach
themselves to this solid surface and germanation will begin naturally
without human intervention. The roots of these plants will further aid
in the stabilization of the surface. Attached are some photographs
showing evidence of this process.

Therefore, based on these facts, it is our recommentation that in
order to achieve mitigation of the airborne dust the fastest way
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possible would be to follow this method of reclamation as described
above and in more detail in the Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 which is
now pending.

Sincerely,

PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

Leonard Hobbs

Director of Technical Services
Photo enclosures

cc: Mr. Curtis Kellogg
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PACIFIC NATURAL AGGREGATE CO. PUMICE MINE
Clancha, California

Main entrance to the pumice mine. Natice how the stockpile has
revegetated without human intervention.

Date of photos: JUNE 22, 1983
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

157 Short St. Suite #6 - Bishop, CA 93514
{819} g72-821

June 17, 1993

Mr. Curtis Kellogg

Inyo County Planning Dept
Drawer L

Independence, CA 93526

RE: Reclamation Plan # 93-4, Pacific Lightweight Products Company

Dear Curtis,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Pacific
Lightweight Products Company's Reclamation Plan. We have reviewed
their plan and have the following concerns:

(1) According to Pacific's plan they propose to restore only
a small number of acres each Yyear. This leaves thirty acres
waiting to be restored until the year 2003. Because of this slow
pace of reclamation, we believe their program comes in conflict
with our Fugitive Dust Rule. Rule 401 calls for reasonable
precautions to be taken to prevent fugitive dust from leaving a
property boundary. We emphasize this point by outlining in their
permit what we believe are reascnable ongoing precautions. (ref:

permit condition 9)

(2) The purpose of a reclamation project should be to restore
disturbed terrain to its natural condition. Pacific Products is
conducting mining activities in an arid, infertile area. They
propose to simply spread a blanket cover of coarse pumice, Without
help, natural vegetation 1is supposed to dJgrow, tnrive, and
eventually cover an area 30 acres in size. Perhaps they do not
realize that native vegetation can take decades to reestablish
itself. Their reclamation plan should thoroughly explain how they
plan to foster and accelerate the establishment of plant life in

the distressed areas.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,

Ly o

Larry Cameron
4\pac.pum\061793. let Akir Quality Specialist

-
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of

DRAWER L - INDEPENDENCE +« CALFORNIA 93526 INY
OFFICE: (619) 878-0263

FAX: (619) 872-2712

Peter Chamberlin
Planning Director

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7

JUNE 23, 1993

RE: RECTLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACTIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

PROJECT I.OCATION:

The subject property is located in 1Inyo County approximately
2 miles scuth of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east
on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the
Coso Range Mountains in south Inyo County (Township 20 South,
Range 37 East, Sections 1 and 12, M.D.B. & M.]. The property
consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific
Lightweight Products). Access to the site will be by an unpaved,
County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (Co. I.D.
#5024)(see attached Vicinity Map]. The nearest developed area to
the site would be a ranch operation approximately 2 miles north
of the pit area.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an
existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved
Cconditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceeded
the previcusly approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4
acres. As this is a major amendment to a previously approved
Cconditional Use Permit, the applicant has filed applications for
both a Conditional Use Permit (mine is on private lands) and a
Reclamation Plan (as reguired by the State Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act [SMARA]). Therefore, this project is a reguest
by Pacific Lightweight Products to comply with the requirements
of both the County mining ordinance and SMARA in regards to
reclamation of existing mining operations. All the disturbed land
is zoned 0S-~40 (Open Space — 40 acres minimum).
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BACKGROUND :

Access 1is either by established truck routes on the site, or by
Cactus Flats Road , as previously menticoned. The applicant has
stated that there are no known endangered, threatened or sensi-
tive vegetatlon on or arocund the project site. The ocnly fauna
traversing the area are coyotes. The Desert Tortoise and Mohave
Ground Sguirrel are not now known to inhabit the project site or
surrounding area. The area has been mined in the past and there
is subseguent revegetation of areas already disturbed (such as
low grade ore stockpiles).

The general geclogy of the area is that of granite and metamor-
phic rocks which are overlain by alluvial gravels, tuffs, lake
beds and andesitic and basaltic lava flows. The latter is re-
ferred to as the Coso Formation.

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed 1in some
places. The occurrences east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered
for the most part to represent rhyolitic pyrocrastic flows and to
a lesser degree water-reworked pumice of the same composition.
They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part
of the late Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and
unigque period of explosive volcanic activity in the Coso region
which appears +to have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/- 0.20

million years ago.

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. It is a water-
lain deposit from 5 to 40 feet deep that dips & degrees to the
west. The moisture content of the "in situ® pumice varies be-
tween 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is such that it will
excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the sur-
face with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds are
expased on the property to interfere with nining.

LAND USES/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE:

The surrounding land uses are as follows:

North: Vacant BIM Lands. Zoned 0S5-~40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 05-40 (Open Space = 40.0
acres minimum).

Bast: Vacant BLM L.ands. Zoned 03-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

West: Vacant BIM Lands, Zoned 05-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).



Attachment B
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:

The mined pumice is crushed and screened and then transported to
the Newhall area in Southern California for further processing.
The pumice removed from the site will be used in producing light-
welght concrete.

The Pumice 1s removed by Bulldozer and a front-end loader picks
up the material and transports it to the processing plant. The
processing plant was set up near the center of the deposit for
ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front end
loader deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then
returns to the gquarry. However, instead of having the loader go
back empty, the operator picks up already processed (screened}
material, and transports to the on-site stockpiles prior to
return to the guarry. There are 3 stockpile areas located around
the site. The applicant has indicated that is the Justification
for the entire area being mined at the same time (hence, the
expansion from the original 20 acre permit in 1985).

Starting in 1993, the size of the mined area will be reduced in
size at the rate of a minimum of 2 acres per year (see attached
colored "Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining®).

An estimated 20,000 tons of pumice are currently extracted per
year. At maximum capacity 30,000 tons per year may be achieved.
At the current volume of extraction, the life of the mine opera-
tian has been calculated to end in the year 2003.

No waste material is generated by the mining process.

The mining operation employs a 4 person mining/hauling/operations
crew working 8 hours per day. These employees work 5 days per
week and commute to the mining site from various communities and

surrounding rural areas.

There i® no water supply at the site and the water used for dust
suppression on the haul roads and operations area is transported
in by truck and tanker from Haiwee Reservoir. No water is uti-
lized at the site for the extraction process. Potable water is
purchased by Pacific Lightweight for their employees.

The sanitary facilities on the site are portable toilets.

The mnining operation utilizes mobile eguipment. The equipment
consists of: Tracked D9N bulldozer; a front end loader; a water
truck; a bobcat loader; a portable welder; 4 screens; a 15 belt
conveyor system; a rock crusher and 1 truck scale. Water and

fuel are trucked to the site.

Equipment is refueled and lubricated as needed by a mobile serv-
ice truck. No hazardous contaminants are released from the

mobile service vehicle.

No additional road construction is regquired beyond maintenance of



Attachment B
the existing roads to and crossing the property.

RECT.AMATION PLAN:

The project before the Commission consists of a reclamation plan
submitted to amend a previously approved Conditional Use Permit
with reclamation conditions (C.U.P. #85-1).

The reclamation plan, as submitted, calls for the removal of all
equipment from the site. As the equipment utilized at the site
is mobile, it will be removed from the site at time of closure.

Precast concrete footings associated with the truck scale will be
broken up and buried on the site.

A1l of the access and hauling roads are to be contoured, ripped

or scarified. 2All open pits and piles of ore and any waste
materials/overburden existing at time of closure shall be leveled
to conform, as much as possible, with the existing terrain. The

overall effect will be that of rounded, undulating mounds that
will blend in with the surrounding landscape as much as possible.
Any cut slopes will either be benched or sloped to blend in with
the existing contours of the land (as shown on the maps submitted
with the applications).

Based wupon the long history of continued mining at the site and
the large ore reserves, it appears that only a major economic
event would result in the mining activity being discontinued and
abandcned (year 2003 estimated completion date}. This may result
in a difficult determination as to when the mining activity
ceases" and when the reclamation plan is to be implemented.

During the past 7 years it was found that revegetation occurs
naturally in areas of inactivity.

The final mine closure will include the feollowing site reclama-
tion activities:

1. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For
that reason no artificial revegetation is proposed and the
site will be allowed to revegetate without human interven-
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of
closure, they will be recontoured in accordance with the
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica-
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over the finer
sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust.

Upon completion of mining, or after one year of inactivity
in a phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific
Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the
success of revegetation without human intervention. Success
shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant
count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed
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ground. The Planning Department will determine the method
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count).
If natural revegetation is "unsuccessful" then Pacific Light
weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed
mix.

2. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to
reclaim areas disturbed after 1976 or already scarified by
previocus mining management practices. TIf operations intrude
into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the
"Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining® submitted with the
Reclamation Plan, a new appraisal of the site will occur.
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation.

3. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and
will shape the land so that it 1s consistent with prudent
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli-
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. All
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading
will maintain the drainage of the area.

4, Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining
operation rocads with in the area of operations.

FINANCTIAL ASSURANCES:

As required by the Division of Mines and Geology and the Surface
Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have
been formulated for this reclamation plan by the applicant. Mr.
Earl Gann {Mining Engineer, Inyo County Planning Department) has
reviewed the applicant’s proposed reclamation procedures and
costs and did concur with the proposed financial assurance

amount.

The applicant proposes to do reclamation on a concurrent basis.
This 1is allowed by SMARA. The applicant’s cost estimates are
projected to be %20,000.00 dollars. The County concurs with the
applicant’s estimate.

Mr. Hobbs (the representative for Pacific Lightweight Products})
has done a creditable job in calculating the required work to
reclaim the mine site. Pacific Lightweight plans to reclaim 2
acres sach year for the next 10 years. The remainder (30+ acres
will be done at time of closure). The map provided, and attached
to this 3taff Report, will be a great help to Mining Engineer
assigned to the Planning Department in verifying the reclamation
completed on a yearly basis.

ENVIRONMENTAL: REVIEW:

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmen-—
tal Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial Study was completed and a
Draft Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact, was prepared
and circulated for public review and comment by June 18, 19923. No
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comments other than the comment from the CALTRANS office, stating
that the project would have no effect on the 5tate transportation

system, were received.
california Department of Transportation Comments:

The California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) commented
on the Negative Declaration of Environmental 1Impact that was

clrculated for review.

As a Responsible Agency, CALTRANS did not feel there would be any
significant impacts from this project on the State transportation
system (see attached CALTRANS letter).

Division of Mines and Geology Comments:

Pursuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclama-
tion plan applications to the State Geologist (Division of Mines
and Geoclogy) for a 45 day review and comment perioed prior to any
approval of a reclamation plan.

The State Geologist’s comments on a pending application regquires
the County to prepare a written response addressing the issues
raised in their comments. 1In addition, if the County’s position
differs from the State Geologist’s comments, our responses are to
address, 1in detail, why specific comments and suggestions were

not accepted.

As of the date of this Staff Report, nc comments were received
from the State Geologist.

This is a project with a greater than a "de minimus"™ finding as
defined by the Department of Fish and Game since it will have a
measurable adverse impact on wildlife resources. Some vegetation
will be disturbed at the project area, so payment of the fee Iis
reguired pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code.

If +this project is approved, the applicant will be required to
pay a fee of $1275.00 dollars at the time the Planning Department
files a Notice of Determination in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward
the monies to the Department of Fish and Game. Section 21809 (b)
of the Public Resources Code provides that this project will not
be "operative, vested or final” until this fee has been paid.

PUBLIC NOTICE:

Notice of +this public hearing has been posted, published and
mailed to all parties concerned.
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RECOMMENDATIONS :

The

Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission ap-

prove Reclamation Plan #93-4 and Conditional Use Permit #93-5 by
taking the following actions (3 motions):

A

Based upon the Tnitial Study and all written and verbal
comments received, adopt the Negative Declaration of Envi-
ronmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act.

Find the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the
requirements of Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation)
of the Inyo County code and the provisions of the State
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA).

Approve Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit
#93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products subject to the follow-
ing conditions:

CONDITIONAL: USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1.

4.

Any expansion of the mining activity or surface disturbance
beyond that depicted in the application and accompanying
plans shall require the submissicn and approval of an amend-
ed reclamation wplan and Cenditional Use permit by Inyo
County.

This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall
become veid unless the use 1s established or construction
necessary to its estabklishment is ncot commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approv-
al unless extended by the Planning Commission.

Every effort will be made to save seed bearing surface soil
(if any) so that it may be spread over the disturbed surface

to enhance revegetation.

Reclamation shall take place on an chgoing basis (concurrent
reclamation).

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

5.

Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For
that reason no artificial revegetation is proposed and the
site will be allowed to revegetate without human interven-
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of
closure, they will be recontoured in accordance with the
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica-
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over +the finer
sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust.

Upcn completion of mining, or after one year of 1inactivity
in a phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific
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11.

12.

13.
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Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the

success of revegetation without human intervention. Success

shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant

count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed

greound. The Planning Department will determine the metheod

to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count).

If natural revegetation is "unsuccessful" then Pacific Light

weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed

nix to the failed areaf(s).

Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to
reclaim areas disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude
into the previcusly disturbed areas as delineated on the
iContour Map at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the
Reclamation Plan a new appraisal of the site will occur.
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation.

Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent
watershed principals. Due to lack of solils, the arid cli-
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. all
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading
will maintain the drainage of the area.

Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining
operation roads within the area of operations.

Pre-mining drainage courses will be restored to the satis-
faction of the Inye County Planning Department. All pre-
mining drainage courses will be restored within three months
of closure and such reclamation shall not promote accelerat-

ed soll erosion.

All structures, equipment, foundations, pipelines, trash and
debris shall be removed from the site within three months of

closure.

Financial assurances in the sum of $20,000.00 dollars in the
form of a surety bond, irrevocabkle letter of credit or trust
fund shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Depart-
ment. Said financial assurances shall be payable to the
County of Inyo and the Director of Conservation.

The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the
Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaiming
the lands as per the conditions specified herein prior to
any additional mining or exploration activities commencing.

Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is
considered to be in accord with the standards set by the
Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of
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the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habi-
tat, however sparse, Section 711.4 of Fish and Game code
reguires the payment of a $1,250.00 fee before this project
becomes "operative, vested, or final". The potential impact
is greater than the de minimus standard of Section 711.4.
Said %1,250 and a $25 documentary handling fee shall be paid
by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is
filed by the Planning Department (5 days after reclamation
plan and conditional use permit approval).

14. This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant’s
compliance with the conditions listed above shall be evalu-
ated every year, as required by Section 2774(b) of SMARA,
after the date of approval. The amount of the financial
assurances shall also be reviewed and adjusted as deemed
appropriate, at that time.

19. The applicant shall notify the Inyo County Planning Depart-
ment prior to closure of the mining operation in order to
coordinate reclamation of the site.

Attachments: Vicinity Map
"contour Map at Conclusion of Mining"

CALTRANS Letter

CEK/cek
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of
DRAWER L |22i25::c:§?;:]587;_;:2.:;|F0num 93526 INYO

FAX: (419) 872-2712

Peter Chamberlin
Planning Director

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7
JUNE 23, 1993
PROJECT INFORMATION:

Application: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT

PRODUCTS
CONDITICONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
PRODUCTS
Applicant/Owner: Pacific Lightweight Products
Representative: Mr. Leonard Hobbs
Date of Hearing: June 23, 1993
Location: The property consists of a 640 acre

parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which

320 acres has been leased to Lightweight
Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight
Products). The subject property is located
approximately 2 miles south of the community
of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east on Cactus
Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area
within the Coso Range Mountains in south
Inyo County.

APN: 38-200-01

Zoning: 05-40 (Open Space - 40 acre minimum).

General Plan

Designation: QP - Park / Recreational 40 acre / or as
Designated

Total Acreage: 50.4 acres.

Project Planner: Curtis E. Kellogg

BACKGROUND

The propozed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an
existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved
Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceeded
the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4

acres.
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After publishing the public hearing notice, additional comments
were received from the Governors Office of Planning .and Research
that routed the environmental documentation to the Department of
Fish and Game.

The Department of Fish and Game comments are rather extensive
{attached) and additional time will be required by the applicant,
Staff and possibly others to adequately address their concerns
regarding a rare plant species (Ripley’s cymopterus), the comple-
tion of a Cumulative Human Impact Evaluation and the requaest for
and Endangered Species Management Agreement (2081) from the
California Department of Fish and Game.

Since the Public Hearing was advertised in the newspaper, the

Commission needs to take formal action in continuing this item to
the July 28, 1993 Planning Commission Public Hearing.

RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Department recommends the Planning Commiseion take
the following action:

"Request continuance of RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC
LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS and CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93i-5 [/
PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS to the July 28, 1993 Planning
Commission Public Hearing in order to address the concerns
raised 1n correspondence from the State of California De-
partment of Fish and Game.™

Attachment: OPR Letter and California Department of
Fish and Game Comments

CER /cek



STATE OF CALIFORNIA Attachment B PETE WILSON. Governor

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH T’
1400 TENTH STREET |
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 RECEIVER
JUN 181393
(YD 0O FLANIE OEFL

Jun 16, 1993

o

CURTIS KELLOGG

INYO COUNTY PLANNING
P.O. DRAWER L
INDEPENDENCE, CA 93526

Subject: RECLAIMATION PLAN #93-4
SCH # 93052045

Dear CURTIS KELIOGG:

The State Clearinghocuse submitted the above named environmental
document to selected state agencies for review. The review period is
closed and none of the state agencies have comments. This letter
acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review
requirements for draft environmental documents, pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act.

Please call Russell Colliau at (916) 445-0613 if you have
any questions regarding the environmental review process. When
contacting the Clearinghouse in this matter, please use the eight-digit
State Clearinghouse number so that we may respond promptly.

Sincerely,

(ﬁ o
S . . — pa
V.

1 PR AL e
LI P - - . TR an -
’ W R A R ISP L

Christine Kinne
Acting Deputy Director, Permit Assistance

N T ROGER DEHART. 1) |
CURTIS KELLOGG /[&%
C. THISTLETHWAITE | T
| | SANDY MiLLER |
BRAD METTAM
* | EARL GANN
JANET CROSS
FILE
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PETE WILSOM, Governor

STATE OF CAUFCRMIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY g
DEPARTMENT OF FISH ANDIGAME N
RECEIVER < ROGER DEHART \;
407 W. Line Street JUN 1 81993 gUHT‘S KELOGES
Bishop, CA 93514 - THISTLETHW,
872-117 ARG OBFL.
2-1171 (510 CO FLICHER b SANDY MILLER |
June 14, 1993 d BRAD METTAN )
Inyo County Planning Department ; EAR. GANN
P.O. Drawer L L JANET CROSS i
Independence, CA 93526 ‘ FILE
Attn: Mr. Curtis Kellogg ¢ _T

Lo
Dear Mr. Kellogqg,

The Department of Fish and Game has reviewed the HNegative
Declaration and Initial Study for Reclamation Plan #93-4 and
Conditional Use Permit #93-5, Pacific Lightwelght Products. The
proposed project is a Reclamation Plan for an existing open pit
pumice mine, and an application for a Conditiocnal Use Permit to
increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. The proposed
project is located in the Cactus Flats area within the Coso
Mountains in south Inyc County. The proposed project is within the
range of the Mohave ground squirrel, a species listed as Threatened
by the Department of Fish and Game, and the desert tortoise, a
species listed as Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the Department of Fish and Gane. A rare plant species,

Ripley’s cymopterus, Cymeopterus ripleyi, is alsc known from the

project vicinity.

The document states that "The applicant has stated that there are
no known endangered, threatened or sensitive vegetation on or
around the project site®, The California Natural Diversity Data
Base shows that populations of Ripley’s cymopterus have been
documented near the project site. The Negative Declaration should
include evidence that a qualified botanist has checked the project
site and determined that no rare, threatened, or endangered species
are found on the project site.

Since the project is also within the range of the Mchave ground
squirrel, a state Threatened apecies, a Cumulative Human Impact
Evaluation must be completed for the project. This evaluation must
be completed by a qualified biologist who has received training in
evaluation methodology conducted by the Department. Once the CHIE
hae been completed, the Department will determine appropriate
mitigation for the project. A desert tortoise survey must also be
completed by a qualified biologist for this project.

The project proponent must then obtain from the Department an
Endangered Species Management Agreement {2081) for this project.
The CHIE and 2081 are necessary because the Mchave ground squirrel
is still listed as Threatened, pending review of the recent Fish
and Game Commission action by the Office of Administrative Law.
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The Department believes that the Negative Declaration as written
does not contain informetion sufficient to support the findings of
no significant environmental impact, and should be rewritten to
include the results of the desert tertolse survey, rare plant
survey, and Mohave ground squirrel CHIE. The revised Negatlve
Declaration should then be recirculated for public review.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you
have any questionz, please call me or Mr. Bruce Kinney at the above
telephone number.

Sincerely,

Associate Wildlife Biologist
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of

DRAWER L + INDEPENDENGCE + CALIFORNIA 93526 INYO
OFFICE: (619) 878-0262

FAX: (619) B72-2712

Peter Chamberlin
Planning Director

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM KO. 7

JUNE 23, 1993

RE: RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

PROJECT LOCATION:

The subject property is located in 1Inyo County approximately
2 miles south of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east
on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the
Coso Range Mountains in south Inyo County [Township 20 South,
Range 37 East, Sections 1 and 12, M.D.B. & M.]. The property
consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320
acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific
Lightweight Products). Access to the site will be by an unpaved,
county maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road (Co. I.D.
#5024)[see attached Vicinity Map]. The nearest developed area to
the s=ite would be a ranch operation approximately 2 miles north
of the pit area.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for an
existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved
conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceeded
the previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The
applicant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4
acres. As this is a major amendment to a previously approved
conditional Use Permit, the applicant has filed applications for
both a Conditional Use Permit (mine is on private lands) and a
Reclamation Plan (as required by the State Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act [SMARA]). Therefore, this project is a request
by Pacific Lightweight Products to comply with the requirements
of both the County mining ordinance and SMARA 1in regards to
reclamation of existing mining operations. All the disturbed land
is zoned 0S—-40 (Open Space — 40 acres minimum).



Attachment B
BACKGROUND :

Access is either by established truck routes on the site, or by
cactus Flats Road , as previously mentioned. The applicant has
stated that there are no known endangered, threatened or sensi-
tive vegetation on or around the project site. The only fauna
traversing the area are coyotes. The Desert Tortoise and Mohave
Ground Squirrel are not now known to inhabit the project site or
surrounding area. The area has been mined in the past and there
is subsequent revegetation of areas already disturbed {such as
low grade ore stockpiles).

The general geology of the area is that of granite and metamor—
phic rocks which are overlain by alluvial gravels, tuffs, lake
beds and andesitic and basaltic lava flows. The latter is re-
ferred to as the Coso Formation.

The pumice deposits are in tuffs and are well exposed in some
places. The occurrences east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered
for the most part to represent rhyolitic pyrocrastic flows and to
a lesser degree water-reworked pumice of the same composition.
They are correlated within a very narrow range in the upper part
of the late Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and
unique period of explosive volcanic activity in the Coso region
which appears to have occurred between 2.99% and 3.14 +/- 0.20

million years ago.

The only rock being mined at the site is pumice. It is a water-
lain deposit from 5 to 40 feet deep that dips 6 degrees to the
west. The moisture content of the "in situ" pumice varies be-
tween 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is such that it will
excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the sur-
face with zero to very little overburden. No faults or folds are
exposed on the property to interfere with mining.

LAND USES/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE:

The surrounding land uses are as follows:

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

East: vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

West: Vacant BIM ILands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:

The mined pumice is crushed and screened and then transported to
the Newhall area in Southern California for further processing.
The pumice removed from the site will be used in producing light-
weight concrete.

The Pumice is removed by Bulldozer and a front—-end loader picks
up the material and transports it to the processing plant. The
processing plant was set up near the center of the deposit for
ease of operation due to the method of extraction. The front end
loader deposits the pumice for crushing and screening and then
returns to the quarry. However, instead of having the loader go
back empty, the operator picks up already processed (screened)
material, and transports to the on-site stockpiles prior to
return to the quarry. There are 3 stockpile areas located around
the site. The applicant has indicated that is the justification
for the entire area being mined at the same time (hence, the

expansion from the original 20 acre permit in 1985).

Starting in 1993, the size of the mined area will be reduced in
size at the rate of a minimum of 2 acres per year (see attached
colored "Contour Map at Conclusion of Mining").

An estimated 20,000 tons of pumice are currently extracted per
year. At maximum capacity 30,000 tons per year may be achieved.
At the current volume of extraction, the life of the mine opera-
tion has been calculated to end in the year 2003.

No waste material is generated by the mining process.

The mining operation employs a 4 person mining/hauling/operations
crew working 8 hours per day. These employees work 5 days per
week and commute to the mining site from various communities and
surrounding rural areas.

There is no water supply at the site and the water used for dust
suppression on the haul roads and operations area is transported
in by truck and tanker from Haiwee Reservoir. No water is uti-
lized at the site for the extraction process. Potable water is
purchased by Pacific Lightweight for their employees.

The sanitary facilities on the site are portable toilets.

The mining operation utilizes mobile equipment. The eguipment
consists of: Tracked D9N bulldozer; a front end loader; a water
truck: a bobcat loader; a portable welder; 4 screens; a 15 belt
conveyor system; a rock crusher and 1 truck scale, Water and
fuel are trucked to the site.

Equipment is refueled and lubricated as needed by a mobile serv-
ice truck. No hazardous contaminants are released from the

mobile service vehicle.

No additional road construction is required beyond maintenance of
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the existing roade to and crossing the property.

RECLAMATION PLAN:

The preject before the Commission consists of a reclamation plan
submitted tc amend a previously approved Cenditional Use Permit
with reclamation conditions (C.U.P. #85~1}.

The reclamation plan, as submitted, calls for the removal of all
equipment from the site. As the equipment utilized at the site
is mobile, 1t will be removed from the site at time of closurae.

Frecast concrete footings associated with the truck scale will bs
broken up and buried on the site.

All of the access and haullng roads are to be contoured, ripped
or scarified. All open pite and piles of ore and any waste
materials/overburden existing at time of closure shall be leveled
to conform, as much as possible, with the existing terrain. The
overall effect will be that of roiunded, undulating mounds that
will blend in with the surroynding landscape as much as possible.
Any cut slopee will either be benched or sloped to blend in with
the existing contours of the land {m& shown on tha maps submitted
with the applications}.

Based upon the long history of continued mining at the site and
the large ore reserves, it appears that only a major economic
event would regult in the mining activity being discontinued and
apandoned (ye¢ar 2003 estimated completion date}. This may result
in a difficult determination as to when the mining activity
"ceases® and when the reclamation plan is to be implemented.

During the past 7 years it was found that revegetation occurs
naturally in areas of inactivity.

The final mine ciosure will include the following site reclama~
tion activities:

1. Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For
that reascn no artificial revegetation is proposed and the
Eite will be allowed to revegetate without human interven-
tion. In the event thet any stockpliles remain at time of
closure, thay will be recontourad in accordance with the
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica-
tion. Coarse aggregate will be laid down over the finer
slzes in order to reduce wind erovsion and fugitive dust.

Upon completion of mining, or mfter one year of inactivity
in & phased reclamation area, the area disturbed by Pacific
Lightwaight Products will be reviewed for revegetation
{natural} and reduction of the bond will be kased on the
success of revegetation without human intervention. Success
shall be achieved when the density of native plants ¢{plant
count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed
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ground. The Planning Department will determine the method
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count).
If natural revegetation is "unsuccessful" then Pacific Light
weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed
mix.

2. Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to
reclaim areas disturbed after 1976 or already scarified by
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude
into the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the
"contour Map at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the
Reclamation Plan, a new appraisal of the site will occur.
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation.

3. Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli-
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problem. all
existing drainage courses shall be left open and all grading
will maintain the drainage of the area.

4. Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining
operation roads with in the area of operations.

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES:

As reguired by the Division of Mines and Geology and the Surface
Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975, financial assurances have
been formulated for this reclamation plan by the applicant. Mr.
Earl Gann (Mining Engineer, Inyo County Planning Department) has
reviewed the applicant’s proposed reclamation procedures and
costs and did concur with the proposed financial assurance

amount.

The applicant proposes to do reclamation on a concurrent basis.
This is allowed by SMARA. The applicant’s cost estimates are
projected to be $20,000.00 dollars. The County concurs with the

applicant’e estimate.

Mr. Hobbs (the representative for Pacific Lightweight Products)
has done a creditable job in calculating the required work to
reclaim the mine site. Pacific Lightweight plans to reclaim 2
acres each year for the next 10 years. The remainder (30+ acres
will be done at time of closure). The map provided, and attached
to this Staff Report, will be a great help to Mining Engineer
assigned to the Planning Department in verifying the reclamation

completed on a yearly basis.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial Study was completed and a
pDraft Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact, was prepared
and circulated for public review and comment by June 18, 1993. No
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comments other than the comment from the CALTRANS office, stating
that the project would have no effect on the State transportation

system, were received.
California Department of Transportation Comments:

The California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) commented
on the Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact that was
circulated for review.

AE a Responsible Agency, CALTRANS did not feel there would be any
significant impacts from this project on the State transportation
system (see attached CALTRANS letter).

Division of Mines and Geology Comments:

Pursuant to SMARA, the County is required to submit all reclana-
tion plan applications to the State Geologist (Division of Mines
and Geology) for a 45 day review and comment period prior to any
approval of a reclamation plan.

The State Geologist’s comments on a pending epplication requires
the County to prepare a written response addressing the issues
raised in their comments. In addition, if the County’s position
differs from the State Geologist’s comments, our responses are to
address, in detail, why specific comments and suggestions were

not accepted.

As of the date of this Staff Report, no comments were received
from the State Geologist.

This is a project with a greater than a "de minimus" finding as
defined by the Department of Fish and Game since it will have a
measurable adverse impact on wildlife resources. Some vegetation
will be disturbed at the project area, so payment of the fee is
required pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code.

If this project is approved, the applicant will be required to
pay a fee of $1275.00 dollars at the time the Planning Department
files a Notice of Determination in compliance with the california
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County will then forward
the monies to the Department of Fish and Game. Section 2180% (b)
of the Public Resources Code provides that this project will not
be "operative, vested or final™ until this fee has been paid.

PUBLIC NOTICE:

Notice of this public hearing has been posted, published and
mailed to all parties concerned.
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RECOMMENDATIONS »

The

Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission ap~

prove Reclamation Plan #93~4 and Conditional Use Permit #93~5 by
taking the following actions (2 motionsj:

A,

Based upon the Initial Study and all written and verbal
commente received, adopt the Negative Declaration of Envi~
rornmental Impact thus certifying that the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act.

Find "the proposed reclamation plan conformws and meets the
requirements of Chapter 18.76 (Mining and Land Reclamation)
of the Inyo County Code and the provisions of the State
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act {SMARA}.

Approve Reclamation Plan Ho. 92~4 and Conditional Use Fermit
#93~5 / Pacific Lightweight Products subject to the follow-
ing conditions:

CONDITICOKAL USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1’

4.

Any expanmion of the mining activity or surface disturbance
beyond +that dsepicied in the application and accompanying
plans zhall require the sulmigsion and approvai of an amend-
ed reclamaticn plan and Conditional Use permit by Inyo

County.

This Reclamation Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall
become veoid unless the useé 1s astablished or construction
necessary to  its establishment 1is not commenced and
diligently pursued within one year from the date of approv—
al unless extended by the Flanning Commission.

Every effort will be made to save seed baaring surface soil
{if any) so that it may be spread cver the disturbed surface
to enhance revegetation.

Reclamation shall take place on an ongoing basis (concorrant
reclamation}. Seven acres are currently disturbed.

RECLAMATION PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPRGVAL:

5.

Revegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For
that reason rno artificial revegetation is proposed and the
gite will be allowed to revegetate without human interven-
tion. In the event that any stockpiles remain at time of
closure, the will be recontoured in accordance with the
final contour map attached to the Reclamation Plan applica-
tion. Coarse aqgreqate will be laid down over the finer
slzes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust,

Upon compietion of mining, or after ope year of inactivity
in a2 phased reclemation area, the area disturbed by Pacific
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Lightweight Products will be reviewed for revegetation
(natural) and reduction of the bond will be based on the

success of revegetation without human intervention. Success

shall be achieved when the density of native plants (plant

count) reaches 25% of the density of plants on undisturbed

ground. The Planning Department will determine the method
to check plant cover (photographs or unit area plant count}).

If natural revegetation is "unsuccessful" then Pacific Light

weight Products will be required to apply a compatible seed

mix to the failed area(s).

Concurrent reclamation will be performed by the operator to
reclaim areas disturbed after 1975 or already scarified by
previous mining management practices. If operations intrude
intc the previously disturbed areas as delineated on the
"Contour Mep at Conclusion of Mining" submitted with the
Reclamation Plan a new appraisal of the site will occur.
Contours will closely follow that map for final reclamation.

Reclamation will take into account pre-mining drainages and
will shape the land so that it is consistent with prudent
watershed principals. Due to lack of soils, the arid cli-
mate and the lack of stream channels, sedimentation and
erosion control is not anticipated to be a problen. All
existing drainage courses shall be left cpen and all grading
will maintain the drainage of the area.

Scarify all areas of mining disturbance and existing mining
operation roads with in the area of operations.

Pre-mining drainage courses will be restored to the satis-
faction of the Inyo County Planning Departnent. All pre-
mining drainage courses will be restored within three months
of closure and such reclamation shall not promote accelerat-

ed soil erosion.

All structures, equipment, foundetions, pipelines, trash and
debris shall be removed from the site within three months of

closure.

Financial assurances in the sum of $20,000.00 dollars in the
form of a surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit or trust
fund shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Depart-
ment. Said financial assurances shall be payable to the
County of Inyoc and the Director of Conservation.

The applicant shall submit a notarized statement to the
Planning Department accepting responsibility for reclaining
the lands as per the conditions specified herein prior to
any additional mining or exploration activities commencing.

Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is
considered to be in accord with the standards set by the
Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of
the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habi-
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tat, however spersa, Section 711.4 of Fish and Game code
requires the payment of a $1,250.00 fee bafore this project
becomeg Yoperative, vested, or final®*. The potential impact
is greater than the de minimus standard of Section 711.4.
Said $1,250 and a 52% documentary handling fee shall he paid
by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is
filed by the Planning Department (5 days after reclamation
plan and conditional use permit approval).

This Reclamation Plan shall be reviewed and the applicant’s
compliance with the conditions 1listed above shall be evalu~
ated evary year, as required by Secticn 2774(b} of SMARA,
atter the date of approval. The amount of the fipnancial
agsurances shell also be reviewed and adjusted as deemed
appropriate, at that time,.

The applicant shall notify the Inyo County Planning Depart-
ment pricr to closure af the mining operation in grder to
coordinate reclamation of the site.

Attachments: Vicinity Map

"fontour Map at Conclusion of MiningV
CALTRANS Letter

CEK fcek
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STATE OF CALIFORMIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AMD HOUSING AGEMCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PETE WILSOM, Governor

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET % n
RISHOP, CA 93514 " gC 51 vE
(619) 872-0692 N9 1993
o LR
June 7, 1993 e Ui OEF .

"File: Inyo-395-32.66
SCH: 93052045

Mr. curtis Kellogg

Inyo County Planning Department
P.O., Dirawer L

Independence, CA 93526

RECLAMATION PLAN $#93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93~05/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCT

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the
above project. The project is located in Inyo County
approximately two miles south of Olancha, 5~1/2 miles east in the
Upper Centennial Flat area. Access to the site will be by an
unpaved county road, Cactus Flats Road.

Ac a responsible agency for transportation, Caltrans has no
comments to offer regarding this project.

Sincerely,

Tl ihl—

F. K. WALTON, Chief
Transportation Planning
Branch A

cc: SCH: Russ Colliau

G THISTLETHA 2T

———

SANDY VILLER .

BRAL IE (TAM
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County of

INYO

PLANNING COMMISSION

DRAWER L = INDEPENDENCE » CALIFORNIA 93526 « (714) B78-2411 {Ext. 318)

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing on Wednasday, June 23, 1993, at 10:30
a.m. in the Board of Supervisors Room, County Administrative
Center, Independence, to consider the following:

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5/PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

A request submitted by Pacific Lightweight Products for approval
of a mining reclamation plan pursuant to the State Surface Mining
and Reclamation Act for an existing open pit pumice mine. The
operator wishes to increase the area of disturbance from 20 acres
to 50.4 acres on a portion of property owned by the Ely Trust
zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40 Acre Minimum) and located two niles
south of Olancha, 5 1/2 miles east on Cactus Flats Road in the
Upper Centennial Flat area within the Coso Range Mountainse.

If you challenge any findings, determination or decision made
regarding this project in court, you may be limited to raising
only the issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered

prior to the hearing.

Please contact the Inyo County Planning Department if you have
any guestions regarding this project at 619-878-0263.
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of
T e, i ez INYO

FAX: (619) 872-2712

Roger [eHart
Flarming Direcior PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Inyo County Planning Commission will
hold public hearings oh Wedneaday, June 23, 1993, at 10:00 a.p.
in the Baard of Supervisors Room, County Administrative Center,
Independence to consider the following:

RECLAMATTION PLAN #9313 / HIATT HEADY MHIX
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-2 /BIATT READY MIX

A regquest for approval of a mining reclamatian plan pursuant to
the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act for an existing
borrow site that 1ls extracting decomposed granite for sgale as
£ill. The =£ite is zZoned Open Space ~ 40 acre minimum. This
Reclamation Plan has baen submitted by D. Richard Cheeseman (dba
Hiatt Ready~Mix Incorperated) to comply with the reguirementg of
the State Surface Hining and Reclamation Act af 1975 {SHARAY.

The total proposed surface disturbance has been calculeted at
121.77 acres. Current surface disturbance has been estimated at
approximately 7 acres and the applicant has indicated that con-
current reclamation will be perfarmed.

The subject property is 13.77 acrea leased portion of a 150 acre
City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) proper-
ty located on the we=st side of Sunland Drive approximately 4007
south of the Intersection of Sunland Drive and Sunland Raserva-
tion Road, south of Bishop {APN #12-100~10).

RECLANATION FLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

A request for approval of a mining reclamation plan pursuant to
the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act for an existing open
pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use
Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator has exceteded the previously
approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The applicant wishes
to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a
major amendment to a previously appraved Conditional Use Permit,
the applicant has filed applications for both a Conditional Use
Permit (mine is on privete lands} and 2 Reclamation Plan {as
regquired by the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, All the
disturbed land is zoned Open Space - 40 acres minimum.
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The subject property is located approximately 2 miles south of
the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east on Cactus Filats
Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the Cosoc Range
Mountains in south Inyo County. The property consists of a 640
acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been
leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. Access to the site is an
unpaved, County maintained road known as Cactus Flats Road.

If you challenge any finding, determination or decision made
regarding these projects in court, you may be limited to raising
only the issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered

prior to the hearing.

Please contact the Inyo County Planning Department if you have
any questions regarding these projects at the Courthouse Annex

during business hours, or phone (619) 878-0263.

PLEASE PUBLISH ONE TINE ONLY IN THE WEDNESDAY, JURE 9, 1993
EDITION OF THE INYO REGISTER.
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June 3, 19223
Pacific Lightweight Products.

Thie is one Reclamation plan that appears to me to be in good
shape. I have no problem with the documents submitted to the

Planning Department.

Mr. Hobbs has done a creditable Job in calculating the regquired
work to reclaim the mine. They are planning to reclaim two acres
each year for the next ten years, then reclaim the remainder
thirty plus acres the eleventh year. The map provided, delineat-
ing the proposed reclamation for each years project will be a
great help in the verification of reclamation completed. This
will facilitate the reduction of the bond.

The nature of the ground dictates natural vegetation. We should
require a compatible seed mix be applied and watered at the

appropriate time of year.

Reduction of the bond will be based on the success of revegeta-
tion of reclaimed areas. Success shall be achieved when the
density of native plants (plant count) reaches 25 percent of
natural undisturbed ground. - The Planning Department will deter-
mine the method to check plant cover {photos or unit area plant

count).
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of

ORAWER L » INDEPENDENCE = CALIFORNIA 93526 INYO

QFFICE: (619) 878-2411 (Ext 2263)
FAX: (619) 872-2712

Roger DeHart

Ptanning Director

June 2, 1993

Larry Cameron
Great Basin Unified

Air Pollution Control District
157 Shart Street, Suite 6
Bishop, CA 93514

Dear Mr. Cameron:

You were inadvertently left cut of the mailing of the Negative
Declaration for Reclamation Plan 93-4 and Conditional Use Permit
93-5/ Pacific Lightweight Products. This is for the pumice m®mine
located on Cactus Plat Road, south of Olancha.

Please send ycur comments to the Inyo County Planning Department
prior to June 18, 1993.

T
\\Cﬁgiis Kello

Assccigte Planner
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Pl NINGROEBMRTMENT  County of

DRAAER L » INDIPENDENCE = CAUFORNIA T2525 I l'\ IYO

CFACE: (619 8722411 (EXH Z25Y)
FA: (&1 B73-23422

Roger DezHart

Fianmng Director
DATE: May 12, 1993

PROJECT TITLE: Reclamation Plan #93-4 AND Conditionzal Use Permit {#93-5/
PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

MAILED TO: OPR (10)/ BLM (RIDGECREST)/ DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME (BISHOP
DIVISION OF MINES AND GEQLOGY

Affacted Agency:

As Lead Agency for the above project, the Inyo County Planning
Department has prepared the attached Negative Declaration cof
Environmental Impact in accordance with the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA)(Section 21000 et. seg. of Public Re-
sources Code). Your agency has been identified as either a
trustee or responsible agency, cor as an agency with a particular
expertise, in some aspect of this project.

The enclosed Negative Declaration describes the proposed project,
location, and a description of any mitigation measures to reduce
or eliminate any potentially significant adverse impacts. Also
enclosed is a copy of the Initial Study and project plans which
form the basis for the findings in the Negative Declaration.

You are being asked to review the enclosed document and evaluate
the potential adverse impacts of the project as it psrtains to
your area of responsibility and expertise. Comments may be
submitted 1n the form of additional information, needs for fur-
ther studies, and recommended mitigation measures design=d to
assist Inyo County in carrying out its responsibility under CEQA.

Section 21080 (c.) of Public Resources Code requires any recom-—
mendation for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report
to be backed by substantial evidence in the record. Should you
recommend any mitigation measures, Section 21081.6 of Public
Resources Code requires your agency to also submit a recommended
monitering program to ensure implementation.

All comments on this He%Ftive Declaration must be received no
later than JUNE 18, 1993 - Inyo County is not

required to consider any cooments recgived after this date.

If you have any questions, please do not hesifate to contact this
department. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Roger De Hart
Planning Director

anclosure
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Notice of Compietior Attachment @ ~PPendix F

Mait to: Siate Clearingiouse, 1400 Tenth Sucel Sacramento. CA 95814 916/445-0613
Project Title Reclamation Plan 93-4 & Conditional Use Pe
r . -
. 3
Lead Agency: __Inyo_County Planning Dept. Comtact Person: _CUTE1S KelToggWwLIGRL
Sweet address: . 0. Drawer L phome: _(619) 878-2411
ciy —Indevendence, Zig 23240 Cotnry: _LNYO
Praoject Location
lancha
Councy: INYD Ciry/Nearest Communiry: Ola
Cross Streats: u/a Tatal Acrej:? éﬁ b _
Assessors Parcel No. §1-200 -1 Sectione L Top. __2.28_ Range: L Base: MDB&M
Within 2 Miles:  Siate Hwy # 395 Waterways; —n3iwes Reservolr
Atrpers: Db /2 Reilways: n/a Schools: n/a

Document Typs
CEQA: INOP [ Supplement/Subsequent NEPA: ROt Othar: 3 Joint Docoment

] Early Cons JEIR (Prer SCHNob___ MEA [ Final Document

[YNeg Dec ] Other {J Draft EIS X omer_Rec Plan

[ JDraft EIR (1 FONSI
Local Action Type
i General Plan Updale iJ Spexfic Plan 7 Rezone [] Annexation
i_i General Plan Amendment (] Master Plan i} Prezome ] Redeveiopment
1 General Plan Element [7] Planmed Unir Development Use Permit [ Coastal Permit
T} Comrounity Plan [7] Site Plan [ Land Division (Subdivision, ¥ Other__Rec_. Plan

Parcel Map, Tract Map, etc.)

Development Typa
] Residential: Unirs Acres ] Water Facilities: Type MGD
] Offiee: 3q.ft. Acres Employees O Tramsponation:  Thype
[ Commercial Sg./t. Acres Emplavees Mining: Minerali Dyima oo
O Indusmial:  Sq.8. Acres Emplovers ] Power Type Wars

[0 Waste Treavnent Type
] Hazardous Wasie: Type

[0 Educational
] Recreational

] Other:
Project [ssuas Discussed in Document
A Aesthetc/Visual =} Flood Plain/Fionding ] Schools/Universities (] Water Quality
i Arrcuinral Land [1 Forest Land/Fire Hazard [0 Sepiic Sysiems [ Water Supply/Groundwater
M Air Quality Geologic/Seismic {1 Sewzr Capacity [ Weland/Riparian
R Ascnsalogical/Hisworical Y] Mincrals [ Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading  [4 Wildlife
() Constal Zone Neise [] Sold Waste [J Growth Inducing
& Drainage/Absorprion % Poputalion/Housing Balance [ Toxic/Hazardous Xl Landuse
{0 Economic/lobs [] Public ServicesfFacilitics A Traific/Circulation [J Cumnuiative Effects
] Fiscal ] Recrearion/Parks HE Vegeiaion ] Ciher

—— — . —— — — — — e e ——— i — — — ——— —— ) —— el M— . — — i — — — —— — — ——

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Usa
zoned Open Space-40 acre min. /General Plan Des. Natural Resource

— A — et N —— e — ——— N —— — i B S — i, S — e} S — T — — ekl e} " T e el e ey

Project Description

Open Pit Pumice Mine (Reclamation Plan)

NOTE: Clearinghouse will assign identificzion numbers {or all new projects, [f a SCH number alr=ady exists fora prject (e.g. fTom 2 Notice of Preparation

or previous draft document) please fill it in. Revised Qciover 1989
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g Resources Agency
- ____ Boaung & Watarways
___ Coastal Commission
__ Coasmal Conservancy
__ Colorado River Board
__}onscn'au‘on
£~ Fish & Game
_  Foresoy
____Office of Historic Preservaoon
_____Parks & Recreation
2.~ Reclamation
_____S.F. Bay Conservadon & Development Commission
__ _Warer Resources {DWR)
Business, Transpornation & Housing

Aeronautics

California Highway Pauol
4+ CALTRANSDismct#__ 9
____Department of Transporarion Planning (headquarters)
_Housing & Community Development
___ .Food & Agriculture

Health & Wealfara
Health Services

S = Document sent by lead agzncy
X = Document sens by SCH
v = Sogrested distribution

Environmental Affairs
_—__AdrResources Board
_____APCD/AQMD
___California Wasle Management Board
SWRCB: Clean Water Granis
SWRCRB: Delta Unit
SWRCH; Water Qualiry
_ . SWRCB: Water Righis
__ Regiona]l W3CB # { )
Youth & Adult Corrections
___ Corrections
Independent Commissions & QOffices
___ Energy Commission
Native American Heritage Commission
___Public Utiliies Commission
___Sanra Monica Mountains Conservancy
o Staue Lands Commission
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

—_—

State & Consumer Services

General Services Other
____ OLA (Schoois)
Public Review Period (to be iilled in by lead agency)
Swariing Date ija}.z/:IZ , 1993 — /"7 Ending Date June 18, 1993
7 /zf/gz’ Mav 12, 1993
Signarrs . < - Date

e e —

— e — —— —— —— ——— — — ———— A — S — N —— — W T il Tl . g, St el S e T — e ) s e i

Lead Agency (Compiete if apphcable):

Consulung Firm;

Address:

Cuy/Siae/Zip:

Conwce

Phone: ()

i
Applicant; PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS

£
sddress: 715 N Cencral Ave. #I0L

Cuy/SurerZip: Glendale, CA 91203

Phone: Lﬁlg) 3?2"57?6

For SCH Use Only:

Daie Received ar SCH

Date Review Stans

Dale to Agencies

Dae 1o SCH

Clearance Date

Noies:

Revised Qclaber 1989
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of
T e e ey INYO

FAX: (619) 872-2712

Roger DeHart

Heannny Director

NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
AND INITIAL STUDY

PROJECT TITLE:

Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Lightweight Products
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products

PROJECT LOCATION:

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately
two miles south of the community of Qlancha, 5 and 1/2 miles east
on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area within the
Coso Range Mountains in south Inyo County [Township 20 South,
Range 37 East, Sections 1 and 12, M.D.B. & M.]. The property 1s
a part of a 640 acre parcel owned by the Ely Trust, of which 320

acres has been leased to Lightweight Processing Inc. (Pacific
Lightweight Products). The nearest developed area to the site is
to

a ranch approximately 2 miles north of the pit area. Access
the site will be by an unpaved Ccunty maintained road; Cactus
Flats Road (Co. I.D. #5024)[see attached Vicinity Map].

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan for an existing open
pit pumice mine. The pumice mine has an approved Conditional Use
Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The operator, however, has exceeded the
previously approved 20 acres of surface disturbance. The appli=~
cant wishes to increase the area of disturbance to 50.4 acres.
This is, therefore, a major amendment to the previcusly approved
Conditional Use Permit and a Reclamation Plan (as required by the
State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act [SMARA]) is mandated.
Thus, the project is a request by Pacific Lightweight Preducts to
comply with the requirements of both the County Zoning Ordinance
and SMARA in regards to reclamation of existing mining opera-
tions. All the disturbed land is zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40

acres minimum).

Total estimated surface disturbance for the open pit wmining
operation has been calculated at 50.4 acres. The area 1s com-
prised of low hills of open desert slcoping to the southwest along
the flank of the Cosc Range Mountains. The area has limited
topsoils and sparse vegetation. At the present time, the mined
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area still has a slope in the same southwesterly diraction. The
operation is a combination of both "side-hill" and "open pit" and
the natural drainage in the area has not been interrupted. The

elevation difference is about 200 feet from the high to low point
of the disturbed area.

Access is either by established truck/foot routes on the site or
by Cactus Flats Road. There are no known endangered, threatened
or sensitive vegetation on or around the project site. The
Mohave Ground Sguirrel is not now known to inhabit the preiject
site or surrounding area. The area has been mined in the past and
there is subseguent revegetation of areas already disturbed such

as low grade ore stockpiles.

FINDINGS:

An Tnitial Study and an Evaluation of Potential Impacts has ©Dbeen
prepared by the Planning Department (attached). The Initial
Study, including an environmental checklist, indicated that the
proposed project will not have a significant adverse impact on
*he environment for the following reasons:

A. The proposed project is consistent with the goals and
objectives of the Inyo County General Plan. Therefore the
development is consistent with the adopted General Plan Land
Use Element designation of "Open Space - Natural Resources'".

B. The propecsed reclamation plan is consistent with the
requirements of the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance.

C. Existing public and private services are adeguate to
meet the requirements of the proposed project without the
need for their expansion.

D. The adverse environmental impacts inherent with the
propeosal are minor in nature and will not exceed thresholds
of significance either individually or cumulatively.

E. BRased upon the environmental evaluation of the proposed
project (reclamation plan with conditional use permit), it
has been found that the project does not have the potential
fto create a significant adverse impact on flora or fauna;
natural, scenic and historic resources; the local econeomy;
or public health, safety, and welfare. This constitutes a
Negative Finding for the Mandatory Findings required pursu-
ant to Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines.

The veview period for this Negative Declaration expires on June
18, 1993. Inyo County is not required to respond to any comments

received after this date.
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Additional information is available from the Inyo County Planning
Department. Please contact Project Planner, Curtis E. KXellogg,
if you have any questions reqgarding this project.

INYO COUNTY PLANNING
DEPARTMENT

.""\l’;-/
/, 4
May 12, 1993 / /L ,

Date * 'Charles S. “Tﬂlstlethwaite, ATCP
Acting Planning Director

Attachments: Initial Study, Evaluation of Potential Impacts
and Vicinity Map

CEK/cek






Attachment B

RECLAMATION PLAN #93-4 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #93-5 / PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT

INITIAL STUDY AND EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS

This document, and all materials submitted by the applicant as
part of the above application which are herein incorparated by
reference, shall constitute the Initial Study pursuant to Section
15063 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guide-

lines.

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

1. APPLICANT: Pacific Lightweight Products
2. ADDRESS AND PHONE: 715 North Central Avenue,
Suite #101
Glendale, Ca. 91203

(619) 372-5776

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT SITE AND ADJACENT PROPERTIES

1. ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING PROJECT SITE AND
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The subject property is located in Inyo County approximately
2 miles south of the community of Olancha, 5 and 1/2 miles
east on Cactus Flats Road in the Upper Centennial Flat area
within the Cosc Range Mountaing in south Inyo County [Town-
ship 20 Scuth, Range 37 East, Sections 1 and 12, M.D.B. &
M.]. The preoperty consists of a 640 acre parcel owned by
the Ely Trust of which 320 acres has been leased to Light-
weight Processing Inc. (Pacific Lightweight Products).
Access to the site will be by an unpaved, County maintained
road known as Cactus Flats Road (Co. I.D. #5024)[see at-
tached Vicinity Map]. WNearest developed area to the site
would be a ranch operation approximately 2 miles north of

the pit area.

The proposed project is a Reclamation Plan application for
an existing open pit Pumice mine. The Pumice mine has an
approved Conditional Use Permit (C.U.P. #85-1). The opera-
tor has exceeded the previocusly approved 20 acres of surface
disturbance. The applicant wishes to increase the area of
disturbance to 50.4 acres. As this is a major amendment to
a previously approved Conditional Use Permit, the applicant
has filed applications for both a Conditional Use Permit
(mine is on private lands) and a Reclamation Flan (as re-
guired by the 3tate Surface Mining and Reclamation Aact
[SMARA]) . Therefore, this project is a request by Pacific
Lightweight Products to comply with the reguirements of both
the County mining ordinance and SMARA in regards to reclama-
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tion of existing mining operations. All the disturbed land is
zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum).

Total estimated surface disturbance for the open pit mining
operation has been calculated at 50.4 acres. The area is
comprised of low hills of open desert sloping to the south-
west along the flank of the Coso Range Mountains. The area
has a limited soil profile and sparse vegetation. At the
present time, the mined area still has a slope in the same
southwesterly direction. The operation is a combination of
both "side-hill" and "open pit®” and the applicant has stated
that natural drainage in the area has not been Iinterrupted.
¥levation difference is about 200 feet from the high to low

point of the disturbed area.

Access 1is either by established truck/foot routes on the
site, or by Cactus Flats Road , as previously mentioned.
The applicant has stated that there are no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation on or around the project
site. The only fauna traversing the area are coyotes. The
Desert Tortolse and Mohave Ground Sgquirrel are not now Known
to 1inhabit the project site or surrounding area. The area
has been mined in the past and there is subseguent revegeta-
tion of areas already disturbed such as low grade ore stock-

piles.

2. LAND USES/ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING PROJECT SITE:

The surrounding land uses are as follows:

North: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 05-40 {(Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

South: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 05-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

East: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

West: Vacant BLM Lands. Zoned 0S-40 (Open Space - 40.0
acres minimum).

III. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

The following is an environmental impact assessment checklist
which provides the reviewer a summary of the environmental im-
pacts which may occur from the proposed project. Following the
environmental assessment checklist is a written discussion of all
the envirommental categories and possible mitigation measures to

eliminate or reduce the impacts.
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ENVIRONMENTAL: TMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECFILTST

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers;

Yes Maybea

EARTH. Wiii the proposal result in:

3 Unstable carth ccnditions cr changes in

Ha

gaolagic SLYUCEUYE? . ivaavcrnrmranssssars

2. Disruptions, displacements, compaction,

or overcovaring of the soil? .(....uvvescas

J. Change in topographky or ground surface

relief FOatUYea? wncrsscexsonsunranssssns

4, The destruction, covering or modification
of any unigue gecloglic or physical

fEEltU.I:E? TR M NN R R A E R ¥ ¥R A E R R RN AN A REF T R oE oy

5 Any increase in wind cr water erosion an
ar Off the site? ... vseitirorocunnnenssnns

6. Changes in deposition or sroeion of beach
sandg, or changes in siltation, deposition
or erosion which may modify the channei of
g river or stream or the bed of the ocean
or any bay, inlet or 1ake? .c-cvesscnrsenns

7. Expogure of all peoples or property to
geologitc hazards such as =arthgquakes,
landslides, mudslides, grourd failure
or similar hazards? ..ccaescvrsnnvnonavsas

ATR, Willl the proposal result in:

1 Substantial alr emissions or detariaoration
of ambient alr guAality? cuvivncinvervirena

. The creatrion of abijectiomable odors? ....

3, Alteraticon of alr movement, moisture or
temparature or any change in climate,
either locally or regionally? .....cc-...

WATER. Will the proposal result in:

1. Changes in currents, or the course or
direction of water movements, in aither
marine or fresh watar? ..c...viaerrcananson
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ENVIRCGNMENTAIL, IMFACTS. (Explain all answers)
Yes
2. Changes in absecrption rates, drainage

patterns, or the rate and amount of
surface water runoff? ..... T,

Maybe

3. Alterations to the course or flow

of waters? ...... crsasene. W s s e

4. Change in the amount of surface water in

any water body? ..ciieirineer i enranaasons

5. Discharge into surface waters, or in any
alteration of surface water gquality, including

but not limited to temperature, dissolved oxygen

or turbidity? ..c.einrvecinanan Paaareaaann

6. Alteration of the direction or rate of
flow of flood waters? ......ciie.. e s a e

7. Change in guantity of ground waters, either through

direct additions or withdrawals, or through
interception of an aguifer by cuts or

exCavationNs? .visnvsecarasanes W ee s e me e

8. Substantial reducticon in the amount
of water otherwise available for

public water supplies? ..... e eeaenne -

9. Exposure of people or property to
water-related hazards such as flooding

or tidal waves? ........ camemaae Meaeeaan.

10. Significant changes in the temperature, flow
or chemical content of surface thermal

springs? ..... N heedaserrraassm et areesann

D. PLANT LIFE. Will the proposal result in:

1. Change in the diversity of species,
or number of any species of plants
{including trees, shrubs, grass,
crops, and aguatic plants)? ....cvccecnns

2. Reducticn of the numbers of
any unigue, rare or endangered

species of plants? ..... car e vaua

3. Introduction of new species of plants into
an area, or in a barrier to the normal

replenishment of existing species? ......
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ENVIRONMENTAL ITMPACTS. (Explain all answers)

4. Reduction in acreage of any
agricultural crop? ...icicencee-accnan e

No

ANIMAL LIFE. Will the prorvosal result in:

1. Change in the diversity of species, or
number of any species of animals (birds,
land animals including reptiles, fish
and shellfish, benthic organisms, or

insectsS)? ..ieaene ciretese st cmaaan

2. Reduction of the numbers of any unique, rare
or endangered species of animals? .......

3. Introduction of a new species of animals
into an area, or result in a barrier
to the migration or movement of
animals? ...cva00. s aveassae s aaaas

4. Deterioration to existing fish or
wildlife habitat? ..iv.iieriiiininnnnaaann

NOISE. Will the proposal result in:

1. Increase in existing noise levels? ......

2. Expeosure of people to
severe noise levels? ......c.a.-. e aean

LIGHT AND GLARE. Will the proposal result in:

1. The production of new light or glare? ...

LAND USE. Will the project result in:

1. A substantial alteraticn of the present
or planned land use of an area? .........

NATURAL RESOURCES. Will the proposal result in:

1. Increase in the rate of use of any
natural resource? ....ecsceanansa arrenmse

RISK OF UPSET. Does the proposal result in:

1. A risk of an explosion or release of
hazardous substances (including but neot
limited to, oil, pesticides, chemicals,
or radiation) in the event of an

accident or upset conditions?............
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers)

Yes Maybe HNo
2. Possible interference with emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation
plan? ......i..iiaiiaa. cerraeessenae e

POPULATION. Will the propesal result in:

1. The alteration, distribution, density or
growth rate of the human population of
the area? ......ccnveues tesenmaaaans

HOUSING. Will the proposal result in:

1. Affecting existing housing, or create
a demand for additicnal housSing? ....a.«.. X

TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION. Will the proposal result in:

1. Generation of substantial additicnal
vehicular movement? ....... nee e aannn W e

2. Affecting existing parking facilities,

or create a demand for new parking? ..... X
3. Substantial impact upon existing

transportation systems? ......ceciannna . X
4. Alterations tc present patterns of

circulation or movement of people

and/or goods? ...ciivaiaracan Ceasamanasauas X
5. Alterations to waterborne, rail,

or alr traffic? ....... cerecrerrnianranne X
6. Increase in traffic hazards to motor

vehicles, bicyclists, or pedestrians? ... X

PUBLIC SERVICES. Will the proposal have an effect upon, or
result in a need for new or altered governmental services

in any of the feollowing areas:

1. Fire Protection? ... .cevieeranneenncnunns X
2. Police protection? ......ecncve.- e ann .o X
3. Schools? ...ceeus e emEnamaaeo fressanna X
4. Parks and other recreational

FAaCilities? . .vueeeivinnsescenannansaanns X
5. Maintenance of public facilities, .

including roads? .e.ivenceransanneasoanns
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all answers)

Yes Maybe No

6. Other governmental services? ......cccs.a X
ENERGY. Will the proposal result in:
1. Use of substantial amounts of

fuel or energy? «.cenceicvcsanonananan . aa X
2. Substantial increase in the demand upon existing

sources of energy, or reguire the development

of new sSourcas? ....ecinaas csamaanaman .- X
UTILITIES. Will the proposal result in a need for new
systems, or substantial alterations to the following
utilities:
1. Power or natural gas? ....cecvceevcocoens X
2. Communication systems? ....c.cvviauveann. . bd
J. Water? ......cicieccn.. ceersmeane erecveenea X
4. Sewer or septic tank? .........ccc.... . X
5. Storm water drainage? ......cececcasvesons X
6. S50lid waste disposal? ....cicevciai e annns X
HUMAN HEALTH. Will the proposal result in:
1. Creation of any health hazard or

potential health hazard

(excluding mental health)? .......cc....- X
2. Exposure of people to potential

health hazards? ...cececccncrancrnscsaonenns X
AESTHETICS. Will the proposal result in:
1. The obstruction of any scenic vista or view

open to the public, or will the proposal

result in the creation of an aesthetically

offensive site open to public view? ..... X
EECREATION. Will the proposal result in:
1. An impact upon the quality or

guantity of existing recreational

X

opportunities? ......c..it0ccvcaacas e

10
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ENVIRONMENTAI, IMPACTS. (Explain all answers)

Yas

T. CULTURAL RESOURCES.

1.

Will the proposal result in the alteration
of or the destruction of a prehistoric
or historic archeolegical site? ........

Maybe HNo

Will the propesal result in adverse
physical or aesthetic effects to a
prehistoric or historic building,

structure or object? ....... .00t saes

Does the propesal have the potential

to cause a physical change which

would affect unique ethnic

cultural values? ..eieeecacraaan temasaan

Will the proposal restrict existing
religious or sacred uses within
the potential impact area? ......... eaee

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.

1.

Does the project have the potential to degrade the
quality of the environment, reduce the habitat

of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the range

of a rare or endangered plant or animal or

eliminate important examples of the major periods

of California history or prehistory? ...

Does the project have the potential to achiave

short-term, to the disadvantage of long~term,
environmental goals? ..iecisacaenans anas

Does the project have impacts which are
individually limited, but cumulatively
censiderable? .......... tesetereammesnns

Does the project have environmental
effects which will cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly
or indirectly? ..ccieivensonnrsaa vesaasna

11
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A. THE PROIJECT DOES NOT HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR ANY ADVERSE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1. EARTH:

The project will not create any unstable earth conditions cr
change geolcglc substructures; impact any unique gecologic or
physical feature: or increasa wind or water srosion on or
cff the site. Inyo County hae no aceans, bays or inlets
therefora, no impacts toc these features will result.

There will be a minor change in topography or ground surface
relief features. The effect upon tThe environment is decreed

te be less than significant.

Z. AIR:

This proposed development will not result in the creation of
any objectionable orders. The project will not result in
any alteration of air movement or change in the climate of

the area botause of ita limited size.

3. WATER:

The proposed development, hecause of its limited impact
arga, will not lead to any changes in the direction or flow
of ground waters. No change in ¢he amount of murface water
flowing to any body of water will result from an approval of

the mining/Reclamation Plan application.

The area impacted by application of water (for dust suppres-
sion} is mitigated by absorption within the strata in the
area of use. No well is on or off site. DPgtable water is
trucked ta the area aon an as needed basis. Non~potabla
water is obtained from Hawize Reservolir in an agreement with

LADWP.

There wlll be npo impact to the absorption ratas of thks
projact slte. The majority of tha site nas porous surfaces
that have not been compactad by mining equipment or vahicu-~
lar use. It is not anticipated that water runoff will occur

ontc adjacent properties.

No changes +to surface thermal springs will occur because
none exist in the immediate project area.

The subject property is not within any identified 100 vyear
floodplain as identified by the Federal Fmergency Management
Agency’® National Flood Insurance Program {Flood Insurance
Rate Map Commurniity PFanel No. 06804073 1700 B}. The property
is in Zong "CP - area of minimal}l flooding.

12
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4. PLANT LIFE:

The project site area has existing disturbance that have
been calculated into the eguations required for an environ-
mental assessment. The proposed mining operations will
disturb a total of S50.4 acres.

No State gr Federally listed rare, threatened cor endangered
flora or fauna species were cbserved cn the site by Planning
Department personnel. This project will have a greater than
"De Minimus"™ ruling in accordance with Section 711.4 of the

Fish and Ganme Code.

The project will not introduce new species of plants into
the site specific area nor produce a barrier to the normal
replenishment of the species of plants surrounding the site.
The project will not reduce in acreage any agricultural

crop.

As operations will utilize undisturbed lands, natural reveg-
etation could be thwarted. However, the reclamation plan
addresses the above by recontouring the site and allowing
natural revegetation processes to occur (as has occurred on
the old stockpile areas). There is expected to be no ad-
verse impact to the environment as the reclamation plan will
address the temporary environmental pitfalls associated with

the open pit mining works.

No Fedaral or State threatened species have been identified
on the project site or in the immediate vicinity.

5. ANIMAL LIFE:

The project will not introduce new species of animals into
the site specific area nor produce a barrier to the normal
migration of animals surrounding the site. The project will
not detericrate any existing fish or wildlife habitat as the
project inveolves both consideration of a reclamation plan
and a Conditional Use Permit (current operations).

No Federal or State threatened species have been identified
on the project site or in the immediate vicinity.

6. NOQISE:

The proposed project will not expose people to severe noise
levels as the reclamation processes proposed will be natu-
rally occurring. No additional noise will result from the
veclamation of the site. However, vehicles serving the
active mining operation will create some noise. The noise
generated by mining operations is minor in nature.

13
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7. LIGHT AND GLARE;

No adverge light ar glare from ground illumination will
DOoCUT .

5. LAND USE:

The project is caompatible with surrounding land uses in the
ftea. 'The proiect, as propogad, will be confistent with the
goais and policies of the 0.P. {¥Open Space ~ Pari/Recrea~
tional®: designation in the Inyo County General Plan.

9. NATURAL EKESQURCES:

Racause of the limited ¢ize of the mining operation covered
by the Reclamation Plan and conditicnal Use Permit {not over
20,000 tens of praduct per year) indicates that no substan-
tial depletion of any nonrenawahle resource will occur,

10. RISK QF UPSET:

Thera are nao anticipataed adverse impacts ta public aafety,
inciuding impacts on environmental health, spills/sccidents,
Fire hazards, or inadvertent release aof haZardous sub-

stances.

o interferenge with tha Inyo County emergency responsa plan
or eaemergsncy evacuaticon plan is anticipated to result from

the approval of the proiject.

11. POPULATION:

There will not alteration to tha distribution, density or
growth rata of the population in the area.

12. HQUSING:
No impacts to housing will occur.

13, TRANSPORTATION/CIRCLLATION:

The project site 1s served by m County maintained road
(Cactus Flats Eoad 45024) that is not included as a portian
of the proceduree of reclamation. WNo significant impact in
relationship to existing traffic in the aresa wilil occcur.

Ko impact to waterborne, rail or ailr traffic will occur from
tha approval af the Reclamation Rlan.

i4. PUBLIC SERVICES:

No impact to publit services will occur sheuld this Reclamaw-
tion Plan be apptroved.

S5ince no population increases will result from the projact

14
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no  impacts on schoaols, parks, public facilities or govern-
montal servigces will result,

15. ENERGY:

No additional amounts of fuel or energy will ke rgguired for
the proposed reclamation prolect.

16. UTILITIES:

There I1s ne regquirements for publlc utilities based upon &
reclawation plan.

17. HUMAN EEALTH:

The proposed Reclamation Flan will not create any haalth
hazards or expose humans to any potential heaith hazards.

8. AESTHETICS:

"he project area Is gurroundad by vistas of the Casc Range
Mountains, The reclamation area will be &lightiy visible to
travelers on bath Cactus Flats Road and U, S. Highway 345.

1l8. RECREATION:

Ho impacts to the guality cr quantity of existing racrea=
tional opportunities will resuit from the approval of the

project.

lg. CULTURAL RESQURCES:

Noa histarical ¢r archaeological resources hava been identi-
£fied on the praject site. As a large portion of the site
has already been physicaily disturbed, there is ro potential
fer any adverse impacts asE a result of the project even with

the expansicon proposed.

THE PRQJECT HAS THE POTENTIAL, FOR ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAT.
TMPACTS, BUT BELOW THE LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Mone.

THE PROJELCT HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR SIGNTFICANT ADVERSE INw
PACTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT WHICH WILL ETTHER BE FULLY MITIGAT~
ED CR MITIGATED TUO LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT I.EVELS IN THE

FOLLOWING AREAS:

Hone.

THE FROGJECT HAS THE PCTENTIAL FOR SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE ENVI-
RONMENTAT, TMPACTS:

None.

15
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IV. DEPARTMENTS/AGENCIES TO BE SENT ERVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:

Bureau of Land Management - Ridgecrest,

Office of Planning and Research (State Clearinghcuse).
California Department of Fish and Game - Bishop.

State of california Division of Mines and Geology.

V. PERSONS AND AGENCIES CONSULTED IN PREPARATION OF THIS
INITTAL STUDY:

Mr. Earl Gann - Mining Engineer - Inyo County Planning
Department,

Mr. Roger De Hart - Past Planning Director ~ Inyo County
Planning Department.

Mr. Leonard Hobbs - Engineer - Pacific Lightweight Products,

DETERMINATION:

On the basis of this Initial Evaluation:

XX I find the precposed project will NOT have a significant
effect an the environment, and A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL

BE PREPARED.

I find that although the proposed project could have a
significant effect on the environment, there will not be a
significant effect in this case because the mitigation meas-
ures described above have been added to the praject and A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL BE PREPARED.

I find the proposed project MAY have a significant
effect on the environment, and AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

REPORT IS REQUIRED.
- e T %’7'_/ ¢
WRY | S 195 S ",44/3\/' e

Date 7~ Curtis E. Kelloga, Asebciate Planner
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]
May 3, 1993

Mr. Earl Gann

Inyo County Planning Department
Drawer L

Independence, California 93526

Dear Mr. Gann:

This is to answer the inquiries in your letter dated April 20, 1993.

The geology {Sac. 8] has been expanded to inciude the general
geology of the surrounding area.

The Joshua Tree and native grasses have been added to the original
Irst. It should be noted that the closest Joshua is about 100 yards
southwest of the mined area. All of these are at the lower elevations.

The maximum yearly capacity of the plant is 36,000 tons. The actuai
production rate is around 20,000 tons. |n 1992 the production was
17,000 tons. 1993 looks like it will even be less than that.

For phased reciamation in Z2-year increments and additional disturbed
acreage, see additions to contour map and Section A-A of Page 9 of
Attachment 4.

Regarding the "Cat book” job correction factors, the dust made when
moving material with the dozer does not really have much effect on the
vision of the operator. Also all of the material being moved by the
dozer will be from a higher level to a lower level therefore the positive
downslope correction factor is valid.

For these reasons, we feel that no recalculations should be made in the
amount of financial assurance.

Sincerely, l_
PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHT PRODUCTS CO.  [w=rrr e TR
HOGER L=t RN Ry S
ORTIS KT , /‘:r"r’ﬁ\f Hwe T
S rraeet ot R N
Leonard Hobbs e T -\ Tl
. i ' [y g ¥2 W

I s
S-E\. : A R \_ .

e ——— i e ——

Enclosures P _;__.l,.—-—-—1;—ig‘i/
Y CAmit o 7/1__1

JAMET CROSE

Director of Technical Services
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Revised May 3, 1993

Attachment 8: Pacific Lightwelight Products
8. GEOLOGY

The general geology of the area is that of granite and metamorphic rocks which
are overlain by alluvial gravels, tuffs, lake beds and andesitic and basaltic lava
flows. The latter is referred to as the Coso Formation.

The pumice deposits are in the tuffs and are well exposed in some places. The
occurrences east of Haiwee Reservoir are considered for the most part to
represent rhyaolitic pyroclastic flows and to a lesser degree water-reworked
pumice of the same composition. They are correlated within a very narrow range
in the upper part of the fate Tertiary Coso Formation. It represents a limited and
unigue period of explosive volcanic activity in the Coso region which appears to
have occurred between 2.99 and 3.14 +/- 0.20 million years ago.

The only type of rock being mined at this site is pumice. it is a wateriain deposit
from 5 to 40 deep thick that dips 6 degrees to the west. The moisture content
of the "in situ™ pumice varies between 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is
such that it will excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the surface with zero to
very little overburden. No faults or folds are exposed on the property to interfere
with mining.
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Revised May 3, 1993

Attachment 9: Pacific Lightweight Products
9. ENVIRONMENT

At the present time this site is an active open pit mining operation on 50 acres of
privately owned land. The nearest human habitation is 2 miles away. Before the
start of mining activities in 1985, this area consisted of low hills of open desert
sloping to the southwest. At the present time, the mined area still has a slope in
the same direction. Some of the water courses have been changed but their
direction is still the same. This is a combination "side-hill* and "open pit" type of
mine and the natural drainage has not been interrupted. There is about 200 feet
difference in elevation from the high to the low point of the disturbed area. The
only naturally occurring water on the property comes from rainfall which )
averages about 6 inches per year. There is no known endangered, threatened or
sensitive vegetation on or around the project area. There are some Joshua Trees
(Yucca Brevifolia) in the area but they exist only below the plant area in the lower
altitudes.

Vegetation:

The vegetation is grasses, shrubs and smali plants as described below:
Scientific Name Common Name
Sitanion Histrix Squirrel Tail
Sitanion Gibatum Squirrel Tail
Stipa Speciosa N.C.N.
Ambrosia Dumosa Bursage
Amsinckia Tessillata Checker Fiddleneck
Atriplex Canescens Fourwing Saltbush
Atriplex Confertiafolia Shadscale
Larrea Tridentata Creosote Bush
Yucca Brevifolia Joshua Tree

Animals:

The only animals to pass through the area are coyotes. The desert tortoise and
Mojave ground squirrei are not known to inhahit the project site or surrounding
area,
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Surface at February 19393
ammasnsemsseen SUrface at conclusion of mining

4,450

The material in this cut area will be used to fill
in below the high wall anly if reclamation is
started before the end of 1995.

4,550

4,500

4,400

The cut in this area represents mined material
that will be sold during the life of the mine, If
reclamation is started before the material in this
area is mined, this area will be smoothed off to
conform the the natural terrain.

1 Vert.

3 Horiz,

4,450

4,350-

During 1993 to 19395 this fill at the base of the
high wall will be used for a new stock pile area
far the fines which are currently being
produced. At the end of that time, this fill area
should be full and it will be necessary to use
only a small amount of the material from the cut
area above to round off the top of the wall.
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of

ORAWER { « NDEFENDINCE = CALFCANIA §3520 INYO
OFFICE: 1815) 8782411 (Ext 2283)

FAX: {619) 872-2712

Roger Deflart
Flanming Director

April 20, 1993

Leaonard Hobbs

Pacific Light Weight Products
715 N. Central Avenue, Room 101
iendale, California 91203

Dear Mr. Hobbs:?

Going over your mine reclamation plan application, the County has
saveral questions.

The general geology of the area needs describing. The descrip—
tion given is of the mined mineral. Give a general geolagy of

the surraunding area.

The Joshua Tree {Yucca brevifolia}, was not on the 1list of
plants. This plant is cilose to the mining operations. List the
ygrassas Iin the area. Grasges are the first plents to revegetate

the area.

Your plan is to mine 26,000 tons per year for ten years. Using
the density of 1350 pound= per cubic yard. The mine Wwill pro-
duce mine &33,000 cubic yards of material in the next ten years.

The disturbed acreage is 50.4 acres. However, the crosg sections
and contour maps show an additional five acres disturbed.

Attachment 2 statese reclamation will proceed at a rate of 2 acres
per year for tan years. Show on a map the proposed reclaimed

area for each year.

When calculating the amount of material moved per hour, you used
factors from thea "Cat bpook."® Did you congider using a dust

factor and a material factor?

To make the reclamation plan and the inspections easier to
understand, please do the following:

1. Show, on a map the proposed reclaimed area for each year.
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2. Show the type of reclamation that will occur, Grading of
slopes to match the natural terrain, and usEing mostly natu-

ral reseeding.
3. Recaleulate your financial assurances with the additional

acreage disturbed.
4. Use mnmore dozer facters including dust, type of material,

Use a better zlope factor.

If you have any gQuestions, please call me at B78~-D263,

Sinceraly,

Sa b2 pere

Earl H. Gann
Mining Engineer
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of
DRAWER L « INDEFENDENCE » CALIFORNIA 9
OFFICE: (419) 878-2411 (Ext 2263) h IN YO

FAX: (819) 872-2712

Roger DeHart
Planning Direclor

April 20, 1993 CERTIFIED

Department of Conservation

State Mining and Geology Board

Attn: Mr. Dennis J. O’Bryant - CHIEF, OMRRC
Mail Stop #09=-06

801 "K" Street

Sacramento, Ca. 95814-3528

ang

Department of Conservation

Mined Land Reclamation

Attn: Mr. James S. Pompy / Mined~Land Reclamation
Program Manager

Mail Stop #09-37

801 "K' Street

Sacramento, Ca. 95814-3528

Re: Reclamation Plan #93-4 / Pacific Lightweight Products
Conditional Use Permit #93-5 / Pacific Lightweight Products

Dear Mr. O’Bryant and Mr. Pompy:

Enclosed please find a copy of a submitted Reclamation
Plan/Conditional Use Permit application for a open pit punice
mine, south of the community Olancha. A Negative Declaration
will be forthcoming for this project.

The Reclamation Plan/Conditional Use Permit was previously sched-
uled to be heard before the Inyo County Planning Commission on
May 26, 1993. However, due to legal timeline review require-
ments, deadline dates, and a reduction in Staffing in the Inyo
County Planning Department, this project will not be able to be
heard before the Planning Commission until June 23, 1993.
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Please contact this Department if you have any questions regard-
ing the above. Estimated end date for review: 06/10/93,

Sincerely,

A

TIE g@

/ Curtis E. Kellogg
Associate- Planner

Attachments: 2 copies RP #93-4/CUP #93-5 Application & Map

cc: Flle

Pacific Lightweight Products
Mr. Leonard Hobbs - Engineer
715 North Central Avenue
Suite #101

Glendale, Ca. 91203

CEK/cek



PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE INFORMATICON

COURTNM&FR INYO
MINING RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION

IDATE::

[2-73-93

| -

USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS, IF NECESSARY

This application is for a: {check tha appropriate box(es})
@.‘ Mining Operation [] sandiGrave '_—' 1g Plant
[ Milling Operation [] concrete Bx Batch Piant
{ ] Exploration [] other(desc
L_] APPLICANT
. Name Pacific Lightweight Products
Address 715 North Central Ave., Suite .u:
City Glendale State California Zip 91203
2. | REPRESENTATIVE
Name Same @s applicant above Phone
Address
City State Zip
3. LANDOWNER
Name Ely Trust Phone (805) 569-2303
Address Box 90260
City Santa Barbara State California Zip 93190
4. | OPERATOR
Name Same as apolicant above Phone
Address
City State 2Zip
5, | LESSEE
Name Same as applicant above Fhone
Address
City State Zip
6. | ASSESSOR'S PARCELNO.(S}) 33-200-01
Section(s} 1 Township{s} 20 South Range(s) 37 Fast
tattude 367147 Longitude 11755’

page 1
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7. _|CLAIM DESCRIFTION(S)
NAME TYPE RECORDED BLM ID #

Godo, placer, mitlsite)| VOL. PG

The project site is located on private property.

8. |GEOLOGY

Describe the geolagic setting of the area with a more detailed geologic description of the
minerai deposit to be mined and principle minerais or rock types present. If referenced in a
geologic report please attach a copy.

The only type of rock being mined at this site is pumice. It is a waterlain deposit
from b to 40 deep thick that dips 6 degrees to the west. The moisture content
of the "in situ” pumice varies between 8 to 12 percent. The consolidation is
such that it wili excavate without blasting but is cohesive enough to stand in
vertical faces. In most of the area, the pumice is on the surface with zero to
very little overburden. No faults or folds are exposed on the property to interfere
with mining.

9. |ENVIHONMENT
Give a description of the environmental setting of the site and ths surrounding areas.

Describe existing land use, topography, vegetation, wildlife, ground water and surtace water
charactercistics, average rain fall and other factors pentaining to the environment,

See Attachment 1

page 2 g-1-62
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Attachment.1: Pacific Lightweight Products
9., ENVIRONMENT

At the present time this site is an active open pit mining operation on 50 acres of
privately owned land. The nearest hurnan habitation is 2 miles away. Before the
start of mining activities in 1985, this area consisted of low hills of open desert
sloping to the southwest. At the present time, the mined area still has a slope in
the same direction. Some of the water courses have been changed but their
direction is still the same. This is a combination "side-hill"-and "open pit" type of
mine and the natural drainage has not been interrupted. There is about 200 feet
difference in elevation from the high to the low point of the disturbed-area. The
only naturaly occurring water on the property comes from rainfall which averages
about 6 inches per year. There is no known endangered, threatened or sensitive
vegetation on or around the project area.

Vegetation:

The vegetation is shrubs and small plants as described below:
Scientific Name Common Name

Ambrosia Dumosa Bursage

Amsinckia Tessillata Checker Fiddleneck

Atriplex Canescens Fourwing Saltbush

Atriplex Confertiafolia Shadscale

Larrea Tridentata Creosote Bush

Animals:

The only animals to pass through the area are coyotes. .The c}esert tortoise gnd
Mojave ground squirrel are not known to inhabit the project site or surrounding

ared.
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J.

10. [MINING OPERATION

Proposed Starting Date: Mining in progress

Name of Mine or Project: Pacific Lightweight Products Co. Pumice Mine

Minerais To Be Mined:  Fumice

Maximum Total Yearly Production: ORE 36,000 TonsWASTE Zero TOTAL 36,000 Tons
Estimated Mine Life: 10 vears Estimated Time to Complete Aeclamation: 10 years
Operation is:  Continuous X Intermittent .Seasonal

Operation is: New Site In Operation ¥ Inactive

Days per Week: 5 Daily Operation Hours: 8 Starting Time: 7am

Estimated Number of Employees: 4 Number of Shifts Per Day: One

Type of Housing (it nesded): No housing needed

11.|MINE DIMENSIONS

Highest Elevation 4,580 Feet Overail Slope Angle 5 Degiees
Maximum Depth 40 Feet Maximum Siope Angle 75 Deorees
Maximum Length 2,460 Feet Maximum Width 1,300 Feet

Angle of Repose for Native or Host material 32 Oegrees

Bench Height 30 Feet Bench Width 20 Feet
12.[SIZE OF OPERATION (in Acres)
Owned Leased X
Patented Sub-leased
Unpatented Cther
Total Acres;  20.4 To be Reclaimed;  50.4

&]MINE WASTE Describe waste pites, stockpiles, tailings ponds, other ponds,

and leach pads. Answar for EACH pile, pond or pad where appropriats.

Highest Elevation QOverall Slope Angle

Maximum Height ' Surface Area of Ponds

Maeximym Length Depth of Ponds

Maximum Width There is no mine waste.

page 3
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None

B. List Chemicals Used in the Pracessing

[14.[TYPE OF OPERATION
X Open Pit Single Bench
Borrow Pit Multibench
X Gravel/Sand Pit Underground
Clay pit Hardrock
Hilt Top Waste Dump
X Side Hill Tailings Pond
ShovelfTruck Quarry
Cragline . Other {describe)
[15. JOTHER CONSTRUCTION
X Access Roads X Plant Site
Asphalt Batch Plant X Screening
Bathhouse (Dry) Settling Ponds
Blasting Sheds
Conerete Batch Plant Shops
X Conveyors i Stockpiles
X Crushers Tailings Dams
Explosive Storage X Tanks
Ottice Site Water Wells
On-Site Living Waste Dumps
Sewage Disposal QOther (describs}
[16.|PROCESSING
A. Check box{es) that Describe Qperation:
X Crushing Amalgamation
Mifling Concrete Batch
Washing Asphalt Batch
X Flotation Precipitate
Heap Leaching Hand Sort
X Sizing Smaelting
Other (describe)

page 4
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17.|ACCESS Describe existing access routes to the operation site.
Describe any proposed new access roads to be constructed.

Access to the site from highway 395 is at Cactus Flats Road going southeast for 4

miles and then northeast for one-half mile along a:side road into the mine,

[18. [AIR QUALITY
List Number and Types of Vehicles and Equipment Associated with the Project:
Vehicles: Equipment: (A1l portable) :
1 Dozer 4 Screens
2 Front-end Loader 15 Belt Conveyor
1 Water Truck 1 Rock Crusher
1 Bobcat Loader 1 Truck Scale

1 Mobile Welder

19, [WATER QUALITY / SUPPLY

Source of Fresh Water Hajwee Reservoir

Gallons per Day Frash 3,000 in summer and 2,000 in winter
Gallons per Day Recycled Zero

Total Gallons Used per Day 3,000 in summer and 2,000 in winter
Chemicals Used None

Methad of Chemical Disposal

Proposed Sewage System Portable Toilet
20. [ENERGY
To Be Cansumed by the Project/Month
ELECTRICITY 175 KW diesel generator on site
NATURAL GAS None

OTHER FUELS (type) None

page 5 s-1-82
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21. |Describe the site alterations that will be produced by your proposed project. For instances, describe
topographic changes, storm flows that wiil have to be channelized, lengths of new roads and/or

eassments and other such changes:
No major changes to the general slope will be made, Site roads have been built but

will be reclaimed at conclusion of mining.

2_2._|lf your project requires any permits from other agencies, please identify the agency and type of
permits. Some of the agencies or departments that you may have to obtain permits from are listed
below:
——= Great Basin Unified Air Polluticn Control District
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
County Environmental Health Department
County Building and Safety Department
County Road Cepariment
Bureau of Land Management
—— California Department of Fish and Game
inyo National Forast

23-|HAZAHDOUS WASTES; AR QUALITY; AND HAZARDCQUS MATERIALS

Pursuant to Section 65862.5(e} of the California Government Code the project site

is
is not X _|identifiad on the latest list prepared by the Secretary of Environmental Affairs
as a hazardous waste site,

Pursuant to Section 65850,2(a)(1) of the California Government Code the applicant
will
will not X |need to comply with Sections 25505, 25533, and 25534 of the California Health
and Safety Code requiring a hazardous material business pian; hazardous materials registration
forms; and the preparation of a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP), respectively,
and the requirements for a permit for construction or modification from the Great 8asin Unified Air
Pollution Controt District.

Pursuant to Sectlon 65850.2(a)(2) of tha California Government Code the applicant
will
willnot | X handte acutely hazardous materials as defined by Section 25500 et. seq. of
the Calitornia Health and Safety Code. If "wili” is checked then a notice of requirement to comply
with or determination of exemption for a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP) from the
Inyo County Environmental Health Department shall be attached to this application pursuant to
Saction 65850.2(b) of the California Government Cods.

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(b) of the California Government Cede the applicant shall attach
certification from the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Cantrol District that the project is in compllance
with any disclosures required by Section 42303 of the California Health and Safety Code concerning
information needed by them to determine air pollution resulting from the project.

page 6 -1-02
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PERNIT W OPERATE

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

167 Shart St. Suite #6 - Rishop, CA 93514
(615} B72-8211
FENMIT NUMBER 528

Pursuant to the authority granted under the Rulas and Regulations
for the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control Distrlct, the

Pacific Lightweight Products Company
71% North Central Avenues, Syuite 101
Glendale, CA 91203

operations and associated equipment and buildings located at

1 miles eant of hwy 395, on Cactus Flat Reoad
approximately 3 miles south cof Olancha.
Section 1, Township 20 Scuth, Range 17 East,
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian

is hereby granted a parmit to operate as of February 26, 1991.

This Parmit to Operate is granted for one year and may be renswed
upon payment of the renewal fee on or before the anniversary date
above. The annlversary date is the same for this permit as for
permit number 471, which this permit replaces,

EQUIPHENT DESCRIPTION FOR FPERMIT:

1 ~ 5ingle Deck Screen 25 hp 7 - Conveyors 8 7.5 hp ea. 52.5 hp
{3' X 16"'} 8 -~ Conveyors € 5 hp ea. 40 hp
1 ~ Triple Deck Screen 20 hp 1 - 175 K¥e Diesel generator
(4" X 127) 3 - Conveyars @ 15 hp ea. 45 hp
1 - Triple Degk Screan 50 hp 1 -~ Roells Crusher 50 hp
(8 X 207}
1 ~ Triple Deck Screan 15 hp
(30 X 16}

CONTROL BYSTEM
1 ~« Water truck

FERMIT CONDITIONB: Sée the attached conditional approval.

p:\al\forms\po

This Permit dos nas auibarics the sbhave permittes to viofats sy of
tha Awles prd Asgulations of tha Grast Basim Unikisd Adr Pollutian
Conbal Qistict o Division 20, Chaptne 1. Ariicls 3, of Iha Heatlh

aral Saiavy Code ol the State of Celidcsnin,
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Conditional Approval for Permit to Operate No. 528
EOURCE NAME: Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products
3 miles east of hwy 395, on Cactus Flat Road
approximately 3 miles south of Olancha.

PERMIT CONDITIONS:

1. The District will be notified 48 hours prior to equipment start up and
48 hours prior to commencing seasonal start up by calling (613) 872-8211.
2. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products, is responsible for dust control from
commencement of this project to final completion and is also responsible for
insuring that subcontractor({s}, employees, and all other persons connected
with the progect abide by the conditions of this permit.

3. The maximum raw pumice input to the crushing and screenlng plant shall
not exceed 20 tons per hour (34 cubic yards), and the eguipment will not be
operated more than 16 hours in any one day. Emissions from this plant may
not exceed 250 pounds per day or 28.3 pounds per hour for any criteria
poliutant except carbon monoxide.

4, When operating the pumice plant, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products
shall conform with all applicable emissions regqulations contained in The New
Source Performance Standard for Nonmetallic Mineral Processing Plants (NSFS),
[40CFR60.670 (Subpart 000)]. The emission standards, in part, limit conveyor
transfer points to a maximum dust emissions rate of 10% opacity, except that
material transferred to the storage piles will not exceed the District's 20%
opacity limit. The NSPS standard also limits emissions from any crusher to
15% opacity. No dust emission point on the screening plant shall exceed the
NSPS opacity limits. If the NSPS standard or District Rule(s) 400, 401 or
404-2A is violated, water spray-jets, baghouse, or similar control device will
be installed at those fugitive dust emission point exceeding the allowed
opacity.

5. When wind conditions are such that the applicant cannot control dust,
Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall shut down all operations (except

for equipment used for dust control). Under no circumstance will wind
generated dust leave the site or be allowed to blow across a property
boundary.

6. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will post and cbserve a 15 mph speed
limit at the project site, and will observe a 25 mph speed limit while
traveling on the unpaved portions of Cactus Flat Road. During normal daily
activity, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products, their contractor(s), and
employees will observe this speed limit. The speed limit will be strictly
enforced by the applicant. (Authority cited rules 402 & 210).

7. Reject waste material generated by the screening process will be buried
daily before the close of business, and shall be covered with at least 4
inches of non-pumice material. The applicant shall take every reasonable
precaution to prevent waste material from becoming airborne. Waste crankcase
0il is hazardous waste, and will not be used or considered as a dust
suppression agent.

8. The height of the storage piles and the conveyor drop distance shall be
kXept to a minimum. The pumice storage pile height shall not be allowed to
excead a 12 foot maximum height. If District Rule(s) 400, 401 or 402 are
violated, water shall be applled to the storage piles as necessary to
minimize fugitive dust emissions from wind erosion.
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Conditional Approval for Permit to Operate No. 528
SOURCE NAME: Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products

9, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall keep the active guarry as small
as possible. Once any portion of the gquarry is exhausted of useful material,
the applicant shall immediately begin reclamation of the disturbed surface

soil. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will not allow any abandoned
portion of the quarry to remain subject to wind erosion for a perioed in
excess of one (1) month without applying all reasonably available dust
control measures necessary to prevent the transport of dust or dirt beyond
the property boundary. Reasonable available control measures may include,
but need not be limited to: sealing, re-vegetating, paving, or otherwise
stabilizing the soil surfaces with chemical surfactants, or latex binders.
10. At the termination of mining, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will
permanently close the quarry and prevent fugitive dust emissions prior to
ahandoning the site. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will comply with
the closure mitigation measures stipulated by the Inyo County Planning
Department Conditional Use Permit #85-~1 written for the project, and by those
outlined in condition number 9.

11. The provisions of this permit may be modified by the District if it
determines the stipulated controls are inadequate, or if District Rule(s)
400, 401, 404-A, or 402 is violated. If requested by the Air Pollution
Control Officer, Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall within thirty (30)
days submit a written plan to the District describing how the dust emissions
will be controlled and maintained below a Ringelmann I (20% opacity). The
Air Pollution Contrel Officer will approve or modify the written plan.
Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products will implement the plan immediately after
approval by the APCO.

12. To prevent violations of District Rule(s) 400, 401 and 402, Pacific
Lightweight Pumice Products shall have at a minimum one (1) watering truck
available to apply water to the haul roads and screening plant area. The
applicant will give particular attention to:

a. unimproved access roads used for entrances to or exit from the screening
plant.

b. areas in and around the open guarry and screening plant.

¢. dirt and mud carried on and deposited on adjacent improved streets and
roads, and these streets are maintained in a clean manner.

d. the materials pit, and ore storage pile fugitive emissions when needed
to maintain fugitive dust emissions below a Ringelmann 1 (20% opacity).

e. all dust emissions, and that any dust emission is kept below a Ringelmann
1 (20% opacity).

13. Pacific Lightweight Pumice Products shall promptly notify the District
in writing should they learn of or encounter conditions where toxic air
enissions of concern are allowed to disperse into the ambient air. Toxic air
emissions are those listed on the AB2588 list of substances as reguired by
the California Health & Safety Code Section 44321.
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24. ’PFIOPOSED OR POTENTIAL USE OF THE LAND AFTER RECLAMATION

Open Space

25. [METHODS OF RECLAMATION
Soit Augmentation

Backfilling X Rehabilitation of drainage
Stablization of slopes X Equipment and refuse remeval
Resoiling and revegetation Mitigate Hazards

Other (describe)

| x| X

26, |TIMING OF RECLAMATION
check ana

Mining and Heclamation is done simultaneously

|:]F{eclamation wiil be done after mining compiete

State sequence of mining and rectamation.

See Attachment 2

page 7
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Attachment 2: Pacific Lightweight Products
2€. TIMING OF RECLAMATION

A. Operating Ptan

The processing plant was set up near the center of the pumice deposit. The
reason for this type of arrangement was because of the method of extraction. A
dozer is used to rip the pumice and a front-end loader picks it up and transports it
to the plant for crushing and screening. The loader then returns to the quarry to
pick up more material. But instead of going back empty, he gets some screened
pumice and transports it to one of the stockpiles. There are 3 stockpile areas
located around the site. That is the reason the entire deposit is being mined at
the same time. Starting in 1993, however, the size of the mined area will be
reduced in size at the rate of a minimum of 2 acres per year as described below,
Stockpiles of the pumice sand are covered with coarse aggregate in order 10
reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust.

B. Production

The annual production rate is about 20,000 tons. The maximum capacity of the
plant is 30,000 tons per year. It is continuous throughout the year, weather
permitting. The exception would be for repair, maintenance and holidays. The
process consists of screening and crushing and conveying to stockpiles. The
process flow diagram is shown on the following page. The pumice deposit is
expected to be depleted in about the year 2003.

C. Reclamation

Reclamation on the 50 acres has started and will continue at the rate of 2 acres
per year for 10 years at which time the remaining 30 acres will be reclaimed.
Slopes will be regraded to meet final contour configuration of the approved
reclamation plan. Final reclamation will begin at that time or sooner and the site
will revert back to its original open space use. When mining operations started in
1985 the pumice was exposed on the surface and there was no overburden. The
vegetation was growing in the pumice. During the past 7 years it was found that
re-vegetation occurs naturally in areas of inactivity. For that reason no artificial
re-vegetation is proposed and the site will be allowed to re-vegetate without
human intervention. In the event that any stockpiles remain, they will be
recontoured in accordance with the final contour map. Coarse aggregate wiil be
laid down over the finer sizes in order to reduce wind erosion and fugitive dust.
Since all of the equipment, including the truck scale, is portable it will be loaded
onto trucks and transported off site. There are no concrete foundations on the
property with the exception of precast concrete blocks supporting the truck
scale. These will be broken up and buried on site.



’(Grizzly 23

Attachment B

gconveyor No. 4 @

Conveyor No. 3 @ _\[)r
f T

—¥
Stockpile
T 5' X 16! s/d

]_,,[

|

Conveyor Ho. 1 @

:._:_
(f
Conveyor No. 2 @

Conveycr No. 15 @

Stockpile

Conveyor No. 12 @

l‘l\‘
{.-. .
A

Roll Crusher
24" X 30%

Xs )
‘Lonveyor No. 13 @

Conveyor No. 11 @

Screen Ho. 1 } l

Stockpile

Conveyor No. 5§ @ =2
Screen flo. 2 ~) X
12

~——— Conveyor NQ.
Conveyor No. 6 @

3/d°

\

Stockpile

Conveyor No. 7 @
Convayor No. 8

PROCESS -FLOW DIAGRAM
PUMICE MIKE
0lancha, California
December 1988

Conveyor No.

mary K._, :
g* X 20 3/4
.~ Conveyor Mo. 9 Conveyor No, 10
4 Screen No. 3

Jo

Honce

)¢

"

Stockpile

./ Conveyor No. 17 @
3* X 16' s/d

Screen No. 4 @

“—

Conveyar No. 18

£ 1uau1u'oenv



Attachment B

Attachment 4: Pacific Lightweight Products Page 1 of 11
27. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE

The estimated cost of reclamation is $20,000. This estimate is based on a 10
year life-of-mine tota! reclamation cost starting in 1993 and includes contingency
and administrative costs. The Pacific Lightweight Products Company proposes a
surety of this amount based on the following calculations.

The two major cost items are regrading of the quarry and removal of the existing
plant processing equipment.

A. Regrading Quarry

The southwest facing high wall will be reduced to a 3 to 1 slope by pushing off
material from above. The southwest side of the main stockpile to the south of
the processing area will be rounded off and pushed down to fill in at the lower
levels. Other areas will be regraded in accordance with the final approved
contour map. This will be accomplished with one Cat DON dozer. All
productivity data is from the Caterpillar Performance Handbook, 23rd Edition.

Total grading volume: 94,611 cubic yards {see cross sections AA, BB, CC]
Corrected production rate: 2,045 cubic yards per hour {see page 5 of this sec.)

1. EQUIPMENT

Rental Rate, Total Total
Item Quantity $ per Hour Hours Cogt
Cat D9N Dozer 1 1850 47 57,050
Mobilization and Demokllization BOQ
2. LAHOR
Labor Rate, Total Total
Item uant it § per EHour Hours Cost
Heavy Equip. Oper. 1 24 47 $1,128
3. MATERIALS
Rate, Rate, Total Total Total
Item gals. per hr, $ per gal. Galg., Hourg Cogt
Fuel 13 ¢,80 611 47 $ 48%

Total direct cost for regrading quarry: $9,467
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Attachment 4: Pacific Lightweight Products Co. Page 2 of 11

27. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE

B. Removal of Equipment

All of the plant processing equipment is portable. There are no concrete

foundations except precast concrete blocks supporting the portable truck scale.
These will be broken up and buried on site by the dozer. The equipment will be
loaded onto trucks with a Cat 966 F wheel loader and transported to a metal

recycling yard in Bakersfield. No salvage value for the iron was taken ($40 per

ton).

1. EQUIPMENT

Item Quantity $ per Hour Hourg
cat 966F Whl. LAar. 1 67 as
Truck 1 4 r.t.
2. LABOR

Labor Rate, Total Labor, Total
ITtem Quantity $ per Hour § per Hour Hours
Iron Worker 3 24 72 3s

3. MATERIALS

Rate, Rate, Total Total
Item als. per hr. $ per gal. Gals. Hours
Fuel 8 0.80 175 as

Total direct cost for remeoval of eguipment:

Total direct cost for regrading quarry and removal of equipment
Insurance (l.5%)

Contract Administration ({15%)

Bond {(performance and payment 1.5%)

Profit (10%)

Grand total

Cost
$2,345
§1,200

Total
Cost
§2,520

Tatal
Cost

§ 140

$6,205

§15,672
235
2,350
23%

1,567

$20,059
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Estimating Production Off-The-Job Bulldozers

» U-Blades

ESTIMATED -DOZING PRODUCTION = Universal Blades « D7G through D11N

Lm¥hr LCY/hr

A
2400 |-
3000 -
2a00- B \—
2000 [-2600 {
180012900 lF \‘
2200 X
1800 =000 X
1400 (—1800 T AN
' X
| 1600] D N
1200 mo_._[h \ Y
| 1900 NN AN
1000 41200 EXC ~
FIAN N\, M,
800 [—10o00 Y\\\ \\
on |- 00 NN SR
A\ : P —_— A
500 AN N .
400 N
400 B c ——
200 [ 200 - ~={
L, —,F T7e—9"
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 Feet
) [ Y DA N A T T D R Y P S I
0 15 30 45 80 75 D00 105 120 135 150 165 180 195 Meters
AVERAGE DOZING DISTANCE
NOTE: This chard la
A DiNAY fiid. s mass
C — DaN-su :::;i:if:}:vrlarl?er:ﬁ%
g:g;:{jg Towing thosa ¢narts
F —D7G-7U

1-57
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Bulldozers Job Factors

Attachment 4
Page 4 of 11

Estimating Production Off-The-Job

e Example Problem

JOB CONDITION CORRECTION FACTORS

TRACK-  WHEEL-
TYPE TYPE
TRACTQR TRACTOR

OPERATOR —
Excelion 1.00 1.00
Averaga 0,75 0.60
Poor 0.60 0.50
WATERLAL —
Loose slockpila 1.20 1.20
Hard 10 cut; frozen —
with ilt tyl'nder 0,80 9.75
without liff eylinder 0.7¢ -
cable conliolled biade 0.60 —

Hard la drifl; *'dead" (dry,
non-cohasive matsrial} or

very slicky matarial 0.20 0.80

Rock, rlpped or blasted 0.60-0.80 —_
SLOT DOTING 1.20 1.20
S{DE BY SIDE DOZING 1,15-1,25 1.18-1,25
VISIBILITY ~

Dust, raln, snow, fog or darknass 0.30 0.70
JOB EFFICIENCY —

S0 minfhr 0.83 0.563

40 minftr a.67 0.87

DIRECT DRIYE TRANSMISSION
{0.1 min, lixed lime)
HULLDOZER*
Adjust based on SAE capacity
relaliva to the base blade
used in tha Estimated Dozing
Produclien graphs.

GRADES — See foltowing graph,

0.80 -

* Mota: Angfing blades and cushion blades are not considered production doz-
Ing Vnoia. Depsnding on Jor canditiony, tha A-blade and G-blade will averags
50-754% of siraighl blade produciion.

1-60

% Grade vs. Dozing Factor

{~} Downhil
(+) Uphil

i
T~

1.2

1.0

B b

h -

2
-30 =20 -1 a +10 +20 +30

ESTIMATING DOZER PRODUCTION
QFF-THE-JOB

Example problem:

Determine average hourly production of a DEN/BSU
(with tilt cylinder) moving hard-packed eiay an aver-
age distance of 45 m (150 feet) down & 15% grade,
using a slot dozing technique.

Estimated material weight is 1600 kg/Lm®
(2650 W/LCY). Operator is average. Job efficiency {s
estimated at 50 min/hr.

Uncorrected Maximum Produetion — 458 Lm%h
(600 LCY/hr) (example only}

Applicable Correction Factors:
Hard-packed clay is “hard to cut’’ materiai—0.80

Grade correction {from graph)..........—1.30
Slotdozing............... e -1.20
Average operator . .............. s =0.75
Job efficiency (50 minho), . ............ ~0.83
Weight correction...... .+ .- .£2800/2650)—0.87
Production = Maximum Production % Correction’

Factors

= (600 LCY/hr) (0.80} (1.30} {1.20}
(0.75) (0.83) (0.87)

= 405.5 LCY/hr

To obtain production in metric units, the sam®
procedure is used substituting maximum uncor-
rected production in Lm?

= 458 Lm¥h X Factors
= 308.6 Lm*h
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27 RECLAIMATION COST BST/IMATE

CARALEVLATION SHEET

A. Production Rate of fﬂ_"" DIN Dozer _ ,
(See page /-57 of (cfcr/w//cr Perdormance Mandbook or pege 3 o Thi .réc/(o'h)

/ /‘fd;(/;m'm uncorrected /roducéa;e rate at an avyg. a’oz"mtj distence of 110 /.

- lv. yols
4,150 fowr

2. 86 conditron fectors:

’ Of‘emr‘or - Average ! 0.75
J?dz_é), stde dozrmg ! /7,20
Ellcrency - 50 mn. per Aower ! 0.23
Grede af 20Y, dowa ‘2 200 Aty ' ;/’._t/o

740

pe'ﬂr/;} ar"/’amm:: / 3,.-0’” . .

Correeted /araw’«n‘/ﬂr:. rate
4150 S (0.75)(120)(0.33) (140)(170) = 2095 K%

foupr

B Totul Howrs /Petu/f:ed

bhars = Volem e - 4’-‘/,6//(#.}/:. = A hours

/ . z/;,
”‘ “ ,Z! o4 5 Anar
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Page 6 of 11
Owning & Operating Costs Hoeurly Fuel Consumgption Tables
¢ Track-Typa Tractors
» Agricultural Tractors
FUEL CONSUMPTION TABLES & LOAD FACTOR GUIDES ...
TRACK-TYPE TRACTORS
Model Low Mzdlum High
liter U.5. gal lier u.s. gal liter U.8. gal
D3C & LGP a7 1.2 711 23 813 - 2%eh
DdC & LGP §{=9'2 12213 9713 223z 1115 34
DSC & LGP 5Ur ok 152 g/-13 2t 11-15 " 34
O4E S'F9'2 1211y 9413 2/5-32 11-15 34
DaH Serlss ) & LGP §-10% 143 10141 3-4 1217 Aty
DSB 9'/=-13 21/2-3'h 1117 3-41h 15-21 4-5'h
DEH Secias I| & LGP 11-15 34 12419z AYr-S 17-24 41164
OeD & LGP 11-19 3-5 15-21 4-5'; 21-26 §1/7
D6H Series Il & LGP 13-221f2 3'h-B 17125 4161/ 25-30' 68
DTG Series ™ 19-25% 5-6'/a 28-34 79 3240 8'-10'z
D7H Series Il & LGP 19.20 5.6 25-28 6Tt 3286 -0
DeL & LGP 28328 710 40-45 10412 51-87 13415
DBEN & LGP 22'28 G-/ 28-38 =10 38-51 10-13th
3042 811 4453 52.69 141418
D1O0N 46-51 121/=13'4 652-68 16172 792 20-22
D1IN B2-70 16'2-18'h 85-53 2224 108-115 2815-30s

* D743 fuel consumglion data 1s based an a pracombustion chambar equipped engfna. Fuel eonsumption ler & direct tnfectian equipped 075G should ba approximalely
10% lega,

AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS

Madet Low Medium High

(Mer (.5, gal Iner U.S. gal liter us. gal
Dac SA*- —_ _ _ — — —
D4E SR 5725 12\ 94213 245-3'a 11-15 34
D5B 5A 1318 A5 17-23 4'f+6 21-26 37
DGE SR 11-18 1.5 1521 4-5'f 21.26 5'aed
DaL, SA 44-57 1118 53-70 1418 64-83 17-22
AGH 24232 6':-8'fe 32-30 Bh-10/a 40-48 1042121
Challenger 658 30738 a-10 3846 10-12 46-53 12-14
Challengsr 75 344100 §-11 4149 11-13 49-57 13-18

**insutficleni data

LOAD FACTOR GUIDE .

High: Steady ripping, shuttle pushloading. Agricultural drawbar work at fulf
thrattle, engine lugged o max. power most of the time; Little or no idling
or travel in raverse.

Medium: Production dozing, pulting scrapers, most pushloading. Agricultural draw-
bar work at full throttfe but not always lugging engine. Some idling and
somas travel wilh no load.

Low: Considerable idling or travel with no (oad.

1712



Owning & Operating Costs

Attachment B

Hourly Fuel Consumption Tables
» Wheel Loaders & Integrated Toolcarriers
¢ Track Loaders

Attachment 4
Page 7 of 11

WHEEL LOADERS & INTEGRATED TOOLCARRIERS

Model Low MWedium High
" ler U.s. gal liter U.S. gat e Us. gal
910, IT12B &7 1.2 S gy 1ot Ti4:13 23
IT148 4.T'%h 1-2 711 2-3 - 9%e13 23
516, IT186 5T 12 9rt2 2143 1345 s
226E, IT288 TEAY 2-3 11-15 34 1819 4-5
930, 530R 913 Thavh 1347 £ ) 1923 §-6
936F 9213 2042 1317 a4l 19-23 5.6
gs0F 115 24 1721 ArS 23-28 874
266C 17.21 A5 23-28 G712 32.38 8410
1721 2Urs'h 2328 &-Pfs 3228 10
9B0F 2328 &7 a0-36 B-9% 4247 11120
pesB 3238 8r10 4449 10h13 50-66 16-17%r
g92¢ 54-60 1416 75-81 20-21 104-113 27030
994 102-108'% 27-29 136147 25-39 189-208 50-55
LOAD FACTOR GUIDE
High: Steady cycling on basic loader cycle.
Medium; Steady cycling but over haul distances or work on basic loader cycle
with frequent periods at idla,
Low: Light utility work. Considerable idling.
TRACK LOADERS
Model Low Medium High
Kter U.S. gal liter U.S. gal liter u.s. gal
831C LU 12 Tt 23 1115 3-4
935C 5.8 1f21fa 7ir11 2.3 11415 34
943 SV 12 9'/:-13 2302 1317 3Yra'lz
953 9413 2133 15-19 4-5 18-23 5-6
963 1317 rd'hs 2125 54562 250 58
973 19-23 5-8 26-34 s 26-12 9111
LOAD FACTOR GUIDE
High:  Continuous excevating and loading from bank. Land clearing.
Medium: Bank or stockpile loading with idling periods. Load and carry.
Low: Lerge amounts of idling in any application.
1718
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Surface at February 1993
-~ssusassusessa Surface at conclusion of mining

4,650

14,500

3 Horiz.

1 Vert.

4,450

4,400

-
W
L]
o

CROSS SECTION A-A

Horizontal Scale: 1 inch
Vertical Scale: 1 inch

200 feet
40 feet

L1 jo g abey
t Juewyoeny

399} ‘NOILVATI3



Attachment B

4,550

Surface at February 1893

c-meuemmaveas=m SUrface at conclusion of mining

4,500

4,450

4,400

4,350-

CROSS SECTION B-B

200 feet
40 feet

Horizontal Scale: 1 inch
Vertical Scale: 1 inch

4,550

4;50‘-‘

4,450

4,400

4,350

Ll 30 0| 8bey
+ uaWyoIeny

193} 'NOILYA3T13



Attachment B
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Surface at February 1993
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Pacific Lightweight Products Co.
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NOTIFICATION OF RESPw ..SIBILITY

A

b

{, Leonard Hobbs , tha undsrsigned rapresenlting {the} Pacific Lightweight Products Co.

(myso&flcompanyleefpemioﬂ) legal holder of ths possessory interest, mingral andfor surface rights

to the property commonly known as the Pacific Natural Aggreaate Co. Pumice Hine located in

Township 205 Range 37E  section(s) 1 (SBEM

CIRCLE ONE
do hereby acknowladge to abide by the Reclamation Plan as submitted with the application.

~ Signature

Date: AEK, /7', /973

CALIFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ss
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

\(ﬁ. ;
ON el \ 1 , ) 1 qg BEFORE ME, THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY PUBLIC,

PERSONALLY APPEARED o'fe_ VAN \\E}b b

] PERSONALLY KNOWN TO ME - OR - \WIPROVED TO ME ON THE BASIS OF SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE TO BE THE

PERSON(S) WHOSE NAME(S) fARE SUBSCRIBED TO THE WITHIN INSTRUMENT AND ACKNOWLEDGED TO ME THAT
SHETHEY EXECUTED THE SAME IN—HISHERFHEIR—AUTHORIZED-CAPACITY(IES), AND THAT BY ER/THEIR

SIGNATURE(S) ON THE INSTRUMENT THE PERSON(S), OR_THE-ENTIFY-t/PON-BEHALF-OF WHICH-THE-PERSON(S)-ACGTED;

EXECUTED THE INSTRUMENT,

WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL

ﬁ.‘.t...!.. SRS FIRIIOISONNNNTIRCRN IO

MORGAN SCHOENING 2

Z

S COMM, #974440 g

P NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNIA b \—)U\I\ \M\

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

I. My Comm. Expires Seplember 27, 1996 1 G’M/b QQ AN

PPN ARNIN0EN I8 SCRINER00000060080608 S.fGNAT@?E OF NOTARY
CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER: %«DMDUAL ___ PARTNER(S}

NOTARY LOCATION

—ATTORNEY -IN-FACT — 1102 NORTH BRAND BLVD.
___CORPORATE OFFICER(S) GLE':?:;-E; g:oi 1202

CAPACITY OF CORPORATE OFFICER

OTHER,

I .
page 11 6-1-92
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32 IAPPL]CANTS CERTIFICATION OF FILING: (Legal owner of the property must sign)

NOTE: If more than one person is involved in the ownership of the property or mineral rights a
separate page must ba attached to this application which lists the names and adresses
of ali persons having interest in the ownership of the property or mineral rights.

All applicants for surface mining permits who are not also the recorded owner(s)
of the property must submit a signed statement by the property/mineraj rights
owners(s) authorizing them to act on their behalf,

[ certify under penalty of perjury that | am the owner of record, or as noted below and the owner of
record has knowledge of and consents to the proposed surface mining reclamation plan application
far this proparty. | further certify that the information contained is true and correct to the best of

of my knowledge,

Owner or Possessory Interest or Mineral Rights

v~ Legal Cwner(s) (afl individual owners must sign as their
names appear on the dead to the tand)

Corporate Officer(s) empowered to sign for the Corporation.
Owner's legal Agent having Power of Attorney for this

action (& Certified Power of Attorney document must
accompany the application form.)

—'.‘J : 4
Date: /{ g, F, L8 AT
ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT No. 5179

State °’Mm CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER
County OIM _PXoivibuaL

. . 1 corPoRATE
on 3”0/;5?3 before me, codppt L _(ager . OFFICER(S)

NAME, TITLE GF DFFICER - E.G., "JANE DOE, NOTARY FUBLIC® TLES

] PARTNER(S) [] LIMITED
personally appeared @"//ﬁf Af';_[_-éz/ [7] GENERAL

rrEmOTSERE ATTORNEY-IN-FACT
[ personally known to me - OR -,%roved 10 me on the basis of satisfactory evidence S TRUSTEE(S)
to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are
subscribed to the within instrument and | [] GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR
acknowledged to me that he/sheithiey | [] oTHER:
executed the same in his/her/their
oot SEAL authorized capacity(ies), and that by
JOANNE L COHEN his/herfheir signature(s) on the instrument

) piotary bl Coliw § the persan(s), or the entity upon behali of | SIGNER IS REPRESENTING:
My Commission Explres which the person{s) acted, executed the Yy o, S

March 24. 1995 instrument.

Wil my hand and %
M - y
SIGHATURE OF NOTARY

ATTENTION KOTARY: Alihough the iﬂhmsﬁcﬁfﬁa;osred below is OPTIONAL, it could prevent fraudulem attachment of this ER?I& lo an WM documgnl.
el Sl

THIS CERTIFICATE Title or Type of Document LpestalidZds 7

MUST BE ATTACHED

DESCRIBED AT RIGHT: Signer(s) Other than Named Above _Le@ VALY Yol /35

L

@1992 NATIONAL NOTARY ASSOCIATION « 8238 Remmet Ave., P.O. Box 7184 - Canoga Park, CA 91304-7184
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION

The following information is required by the Planning Commission
pursuant to the requirement of the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance.-

APPLICANT: Name: Pacific Lightweight Products
Address: 715 North Central Ave., Suite 101
City: Glendale, CA 91203
Telephone: {(818) 240-5160

OWNER: Name: Ely Trust
Address: Box 90960
City: Santa Barbara, CA 83190
Telephone: {805) 569-2303

ENGINEER: Name: Leonard Hobbs
Address: 715 North Central Ave., Suite 101
city: Glendale, CA 91203

Telephone: ({818} 240-5160

ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER: 33-200-01 ZoNING: OS540

I HEREBY REQUEST that the Inyo County Planning Commission consid-~
er this conditional use permit application for the following
- described project (describe completely and in detail):

At the present time there is an existing active open pit pumice mining operation
on 50 acres of land located approximately 3 miles east of Highway 395 just north
of Cactus Flats Road near Olancha. It is located on privately owned land that has
been leased from the property owner. In 1985, a CUP {(No. 85-1) was issued for
this operation, The original CUP was for an area of 20 acres for mining activity.
Since that time there has been an additional 30 acres put into service.

The actual mining operation is essentially the same as it was when mining
activities started in 1985, The pumice is mined by open pit methods with a
bulldozer and front-end loader. The pumice is crushed and screened and shipped
in trucks at the rate of up to 4 per day. The mine is operated 8 hours per day, b
days per week by 4 employees. Reclamation of the 50 acres has already begun
and will continue at the rate of at least 2 acres per year for 10 years at which
time the 30 remaining acres will be reclaimed. Final reclamation will be
completed at that time or sooner and the site will revert back to its original open
space use in accordance with the Reclamation Plan. This is a request to obtain a
CUP for the entire 50 acres.



Attachment B

CONSENT: I consent to the subnission of the conditional use
permit application.

x ) &L

(Signed by at least one rquFg‘owner of the property)

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the above information is
correct to the best of my knowledge.

Hrrrast Rlrtt

(Signed by the Applicant or Engineer)

NHOTE: THIS APPLICATION REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE INYO
COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION. YOU OR A REPRESENTATIVE MUST BE
PRESENT TOC ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS. FAILURE TO APPEAR MAY RESULT IN
THE PUBLIC HEARTNG BEING CONTTINUED OR THE APPLICATION DENIED.
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ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM -

GENERAL: INFORMATION:

Name: Pacific Lightweight Products
Address: 715 North Central Ave., Suite 101 e
City: Glendale, CA 91203 . Phone: (818} 240-5160

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 33-200-01

zoning: QS-40

Existing Use of the Property: Pumice Mine

List any other related permits and other public approvals
required for this project (Local, State or Federal):
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District

Reclamation Plan
Mining Operation Annual Report

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Proposed Project: (Describe completely)

The 'prgposed project is the same as the existing project as described on page
4 of this application and shown on the plot plan.

Dlans: Attach any development plans, plot plans, design plans,
elevations which depict the proposed development.

Checklist: Are the following environmental impacts applicable to

the project. Discuss below all items checked YES (attach

additional sheets if necessary):

YES ND

X Change in existing features of any water courses,
natural vegetation, slopes or substantial alteration
of ground contours.



. S
X
X
x ——
X
x ———
X
x
X
X
X
Discussion

Attachment B
Change .n scenic views.

Change in the pattern, scale or character of the
project area.

Generation of significant amcounts of solid waste.
Generation of dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors,

Change in surface or ground water quality or
guantity.

Change in existing noise or vibration levels.
Location of filled land or on slopaﬁ of 10% or more.

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous, toxic or
flammable materials. .

Increase in demand for municipal services (sheriff,
fire, water, sewer, electricity, etc.).

‘Increase in fossil fuel consumption.

Relationship to a larger project or series of
projects.

of all the above items checked YES:

See Attéchment 1
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Attachment 1: Pacific Lightweight Products CUP Application

Before the start of mining activities in 1985, this area consisted of low hills
sloping to the southwest. At the present time, the mined area still has a slope in
the same direction. Some of the water courses have been changed but thelr
direction is still the same. This is a combination "side-hill" and "open pit" type of
mine and the natural drainage has not been interrupted. There is about 200 feet
difference in elevation from the high to the low point of the disturbed area. The
only naturaily occurring water on the property comes from ramfall which
averages about 6 inches per year.

During over 7 years of mining, it has been found that the moisture content of the
pumice in place varies batween 8 and 12 percent. This is significant because the
naturally occurring water helps to minimize dust during transporting, crushing and
screening. To further reduce fugitive dust in the area, the following steps are
taken:

1. A watering truck applies water to haul roads and around the screening plant.

2. When wind conditions are such that the dust cannot be controlled, all mining
activities are shut down.

3. The maximum speed limit of any vehicle on the property is 15 mph.

There is noise from the electric generator, crusher, screens and mobile
equipment. No complaints have ever been received from this because the
nearest human habitation is 2 miles distant.

There are no permanent structures on the property. All of the plant processing
equipment is portable including the toilet which is serviced on a periodic basis as
needed. The only exception is the portable truck scale which is resting on
precast concrete blocks. These blocks will be broken up and buried at the site.

The flammable materials kept at the site are an 8,000 gallon tank holding diesel
oil for the mobil equipment and a 500 gallon tank for holding used oil. This tank
is periodically emptied by a recycler and shipped off site for reprocessing.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:

Describe the project site as it now exists, including information

on topography, soils, plants, animals, drainage, clinmate,
quality, visual quality, access, traffic, utilities, noise
structures:

The project site is an open pit mine. Most of the land surface has been
moved and excavated in some areas to a depth of 40 feet. Because of the
original consolidation of the pumice, same excavated areas stand in almost
vertical faces. The vegetation has been eliminated and wildlife has been
disptaced and re-established in adjoining areas. Some of the drainage
courses have been changed but their direction is still the same. The
processing equipment is located on one acre and stockpiles cover about 5
acres. Haul roads have been established but wet down daily to control the
fugitive dust. There are no government services required. No utility line
extensions are necessary because power is generated by a portable
generator. The traffic consists of up to 4 trucks per day and employee
vehicles along Cactus Flats road and then one-half mile into the plant.

Describe the surrounding preoperties, including information
listed above.

The.surrounding area is hilly open desert with no structures or human
habitation within 2 miles. The vegetation is brush and small plants with
nothing growing larger than 3 feet. There is no known endangered,
threatened or sensitive vegetation in the surrounding area.

Vegetation:

The vegetation is shrubs and small plants as described below:
Scientific Name Common Name

Ambrosia Dumaosa Bursage

Amsinckia Tessillata Checker Fiddieneck

Atriplex Canescens Fourwing Saltbush

Atriplex Confertiafolia Shadscale

Larrea Tridentata Creosote Bush

Animals:

air
and

as

The only animals to pass through the area are coyotes. The desert tortoise and

Mojave ground squirrel are not known to inhabit the surrounding area.

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the statements furnished
above and in any attachments present the data and information

required for this Environmental Information Form to the best

of

ny ability, and the facts, statements and information presented

are true and correct to the best of my kpowledge and hbelief.
f£8. 19, /993 - % et~

DATE STGNATURE
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Attachment C

GLOBAL PUNICE, LLC
P0Q. Box 174
Appie Violley, CA 92307
760-559-32R0

September 3, 2025

hds. Ryan Smith-Standridge
Associate Planner

inyn County Planning Department
168 North Edwards Street

Post Office Drawer L
Independence, CA

SURIECT: Response to Motice of Violation - Mine iD 91-14-0003 — Diancha Mine

Dear Ms. Standridga:

This fotter constitutes our written rasponse to your Notice of Violation Jetter dated August 13,
2025.

Fursuant I a Notice of Decision dated and filed August 5, 1958, the Nohce expanded the
Amended CUP 93-5/Amended Reclamation Plan 33-4, from 52 acres ta 75 acres, a copy

attached for yaur review.

The two Permit Viodatians noted in your ietter stated {1} we are omside the approved mine
boundary of 50.4 acres, and (2} we failed to maintain aurrent reciamation at a rate of at [east 2

acyas per year.

The Amended CUP and Reclamation Plan noted above had been spproved an August 5, 1958 1o
increasa the appraved mine site araa to 75 acres. ! would agree that we have or nearly have
exceeded the houndary fimitation of the 75 acres and need t¢ file anather Amendment to the
CUP/Rec Plan {0 continue mining at the Olancha mipe site. | have proposed the following action
steps putiining our time frame to obtain the necessary amendments beyond the current

approved 75 acres,
Actian Requirad;

1. Within the aext 30 days our imtention is to have Mr. Joe Milier, civil engineer from Miller
& Associates, Apple Valiey, CA prepare a fiy-over topo map to defineate the footprint for
aur mine expansion area. From this tapn map, we wili prepare tha submittal
appiications 1o amend the curreat CUP and Reciamatian Plan and fiie both appfications
fogether, within 30 days of receiving our engineered topn map. We will request an
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expansion of up ta 75 additonal 2¢res beyond our current baundary. Wi Joe Milfar will
provide all engineering services relared {o the apgpiication requiramants.

2. Regarding the failure ta perform the 2-acre reclhimation rate per year, we will pursue the
compietion of the required reclamation and reseeding, etc. on the previously disturbed
75 acres. Most of the grading for the reclamation has heen cormnpieted with our miining
activity, but we woufd request a coordinated approved plan with lmyo County Planning
1o determine the seeding schedule, We have requested a bid from the reseed group
eurrently reseeding along Hwy 3935 in Olancha and shouid have that bid guote within 3-5
days. We will keep you updated on this by next week.

3. We have been and continua to work with Mr. Tom 5chaniel {Great Bazin Unified Air
Poitution Control District) io complete corrective actions submitted by Mr. S5chaniei and
to resgive the gutstanding NOY items, | have mtteched some of the work completed and
emails nates hetween Global Pumite and Mt Schaniel as to our progress.

4., We would certainly request that inyo County and Globa! Pumice enter into a warkable
Stipuiation Agreemept as soan as possible to set farth the mechanics and tmeframe

compliance scheduie.

We look forward to working with Inyo County Planning to hring cur Diancha mine site into
compicte compiisnce to contnue aur mining activities.

Sinze
:

!
Thorgas Hrughik
Prosident

Attachments; Nolice of Decision - dated August 5, 1998
Great Basin carrespondence
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GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC
P.O. Box 174
Apple Valley, CA. 92307

August 6, 2026 Delivery By Federal Expresss

Ms. Ryan Smith-Standridge

Associate Planner / SMARA Coordinator
Inyo County Planning Department

168 North Edwards Street

Post Office Drawer L

Independence, California 93526

Re: Minor Amendment Applications — Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-S and
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4
Global Pumice, LL.C — Industrial Mineral Operation

Dear Ms. Smith-Standnidge:

Enclosed for filing are the Minor Amendment Application for Amended Conditional Use Permit
No. 93-5 and the corresponding Minor Amendment Application to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4
for the Global Pumice, LLC Industrial Mineral Operation located near Olancha, California. [
have also enclosed the required fees totaling $ 2,260.00, (3 745.00 for Mmor Amendment to a
CUP, and $ 1,515.00 for Reclamation Plan Amendment without expansion, in the form of

checks).

As we have discussed, Global Pumice, LL.C has substantially completed the application package
necessary to initiate the County’s review process. Certain supplemental materials require
additional time to abtain or prepare. Rather than delaying commencement of the County’s
review, the enclosed Stipulation Agreetent establishes the schedule under which those
supplemental materials will be submitted while allowing processing of the applications to
proceed.

Global Pumice, LLC appreciates the professionalism, cooperation, and assistance extended by

the Inyo County Planning Department throughout the preparation of these applications. We look
farward to continuing to work cooperatively with County staff during the review process.

Thank you for vour consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

GLO?;L P;'MICE, LLC

Thomas ﬂ/ Hrubik
President
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STIPULATION AGREEMENT

Regarding Submission of Supplemental Application
Materials

Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 934

Global Pumice, LLC — Industrial Mineral Operation

Olancha, Inyo County, California

This Stiputation Agreement (“Stipulation™) is entered into by and between Global Pamice, LLC
(“Applicant”) and the Imyo County Planning Department (“County”) regarding the Applicant’s

Minor Amendment Application for Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and Minor
Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, submitied to the County on August 6, 2026.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Applicant has submitted the above-referenced applications to initiate the County’s
review of the proposed Minor Amendments; and

WHEREAS, the parties acknowledge that the applications have been substantially completed
and contain sufficient information to commence the County’s review process, while certain
supplemenial materials remain to be obtained or prepared; and

WHEREAS, the parties desire to avoid unnecessary delay in processing the applications and
apree that the remaining supplemental materials may be submiited in accordance with the
schedule established by this Stipulation;

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1. Property Owner Authorization

Applicant shall obtain the required written authorization and signatures from the owner(s) of the
subject property for the Minor Amendment Applications within approximately thirty (30) days
following execution of this Stipulation.

2. Biological Resources Assessment and Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation

Applicant shall retain qualified consultants to prepare and submit the following techmical studies:
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e Biological Resources Assessment.
e Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation.

Applicant anticipates submitting these studies within approximately ninety (90) days following
execution of this Stipulation, subject to consultant availability, field conditions, agency
coordination, and other circumstances reasonably beyond Applicant’s control.

3. Revisions to Maps

Should the County determine that revisions or supplememtal mapping are necessary for either the
Conditional Use Permit or Reclamation Plan applications, Applicant shall submit the requested
revisions within approximatcly thirty (30} days following the County’s request, unless otherwise
mutualtly agreed.

4. Additional Information Requested by the County

Applicant agrees to provide any additional information, documents, or supporting materials
reasonably requested by the County during its review of the applications within approximately
sixty (60) days following such request, or within another murually agreed period if additional
time is reasonably necessary.

5. Processing of Applications

The County agrees that, upon execution of this Stipulation, the Minor Amendment Applications
may contimie through the normal review process while the supplemental materials identified
herein are being prepared and submitted in accordance with the schedule established by this

Stipulation.

For administrative purposes, the County acknowledges that the applications were submitted on
August 6, 2026, and that the supplemental materials identified in this Stipulation shall become
part of the administrative record upon their submission.

The parties acknowledge that this Stipulation is intended solely to facilitate the orderly
processing of the applications while additiopal supporting information is being completed.
Nothing contained herein shall constitute approval or denial of the applications, waive any
applicable County review requirements, or limit the County’s authority to request additional
information reasonably necessary to complete its review.

Applicant agrees to diligently pursue completion of all supplemental materials identified herein,
and the County agrees to continue processing the applications in good faith while those materials
are being prepared and submitted in accordance with this Stipulation.
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6. Good Faith Cooperation

The parties agree to continue working cooperatively and in good faith throughout the review
process to complete the administrative record and facilitate timely consideration of the requested
Minor Amendments.

7. Entire Agreement

This Stipulation constitutes the entire agreement between the parties concerning the submission
of supplemental application materials for the above-referenced applications. Any amendment or

modification to this Stipulation shall be effective only if made in writing and signed by both
parties.

8. Effective Date

This Stipulation shall become effective upon execution by both parties and shall remain in effect
until all supplemental materials identified herein have been submitted or until superseded by
mutual writien agreement,

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the parties have executed this Stipulation Agreement as of the dates
set forth below.

GLOBAL PU gCE, LLC
By~

Thomas A. Hrubik
President

Date: Bj/ 6/9034:

INYO COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

By:

Ryan Smith-Standridge
Assoctate Planner / SMARA Coordinator

Date:
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Inyo County Planning Department i

168 North Edwards Street Eae e ara271s
Post Office Drawer L E-Mail: inyoplanning@
Independence, California 93526 inyocounty.us

Planning Department Permit Application

Date: August 3, 2026 (Staff Use) Project #:

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC
Streer Address: 19968 Bear Valley Rd, Suite B ( PO Box 174)

City: Apple Valley State: CA Zip: 92307
Phone: 760-653-3280 Alfernate Phone: 760-250-9332
e-mail- thrubik@globalpumice.com

Property Owner Name: Incerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%)
Street Address: 1006 Claremont Rd

City: Santa Barbara State: CA Zip: 93105
Phone: 805-886-1598 Alternate Phone:
e-mail: elykathleen03@gmail.com

Property Information  Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): 33-200-01

Address: Approx 2 miles south of the Community of Olancha, and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Rd

Latitude: 36 degrees, 14 minutes Longitude: 117 degrees, 55 minutes

Section(s): Section 1 Township(s): 208 Range(s): 37E

Zoning: 0S8-40 (Open Space) General Plan Designation: “Pen Space- Natural Resources
Project Type (Check all that apply)

Conditional Use Permit D Tentative Tract Map Mining Reclamation Plan
D Variance E] Tentative Parcel Map I:] Road Abandonment

D Zone Reclassification I:] Lot Line Adjustment D Design Review Committee
D General Plan Amendment I:] Parcel Merger D Time Extension

[} Specific Plan [] Certificate of Compliance [ ] Telecom Plan or Amendment
[] Development Agreement [ ] Hosted Short-Term Rental E] Mobile Home Waiver

r_—] Renewable Energy Permit

[ ] Renewable Energy Determination Other Minor Amendment to Existing CUP/REC Plan

Rev. 772021
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Ptanning Department Permit Application Page 2

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

Project Description Describe in detail Project Proposal(s). Be as specific as possible. Attach
additional sheets as necessary.

The existing Amended CUP Permit 93-5 and Amended REC Plan Permit 93-5 were
approved an July 22, 1998, to expand the mining footprint from the original permitted 52
acres to 75 acres. The mine life was to expire after 10 years. Global Pumice purchased
the mining operation in October 2013 and continues to operate within the amended and
approved 75 acre footprint to this date. Global Pumice desires to continue mining within
the existing approved 75 acre footprint for an additional 7 years, however, to re-purpose
and ufifize the previous designated "waste pumice fines" as approved purmice praducts for
future sales. This Minor Amendment will not expand the existing mining footprint and all
mining activities under this Minor Amendment will stay within the approved existing mining
boundaries.

Global Pumice is required to meet the reclamation requirements under the existing CUP/
REC plan totaling approximately 54 acres of disturbed mining area which is addressed in
this new minor amendment request to bring this reclamation requirement into compliance.

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION
REQUIREMENTS

Project Goals Describe the goals and project benefits (i.e. jobs, housing, services created and
revenues generated for the community, etc. Attach additional sheets as

necessary.

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICETO
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION
REQUIREMENTS

Rev. 7/2021




Planning Departrnent Permit Apphlitationent D Page 3

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

Submission Requirements

Submittal guidance documents are available on our for most types of Inyo County
Planning permits. Common requirements inciude but are not limited to this application
including the initial deposit, a site plan, and proof of ownership. Projects that have potential
impacts to the environment require review under the Califorma Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), and are likely to require additional information from the applicant and/or
professionally prepared resource reports.

Property Owner Consent

I certify that | am the owner of the property at the project site, or am the trustee for a trust that owns the
property, or an authorized officer for a legal entity that owns the property and that | consent to the submission
of this application.

Name: Kathleen Ely Date:

Title: Owner Signature™:

Applicant Certification

[ hereby attest that the information contained in this application and any attachments is correct to the best of
my knowledge.

Note that if the applicart is other than the property owner, the appficant must be named as an Authorized Agent on
the Consent of Property Owner and Designation of Authorized Agent jorm thut is included with the Inyo County
Planning Department Permit Application.

Name: Thomas A. Hrubik License #
Company: Global Pumice, LLC Date: August 3, 2026

Title: President Si@*’:(q e

* By signing this application thé applicant/property owner agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold the
County harmless from any claim, action, or procecding arising from this application or brought to
attack, set aside, void or annul the County’s approval of this application, and any environmental
review associated with the proposed project.

Rev. 772021




Planning Department Permit Appﬁ&@ﬁgﬂ@ﬁwimnmentﬂl Information  Page 4

Genaral Information
Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

Property Owner Name: Incerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%)
Address: Approx 2 miles south of the Community of Olancha, and 5 rniles east of Cactus Flat Bd

APN: 33-200-01

Project Description
Property Size: 75 acres

Existing Buildings & Structures: None
(inchuding Square Footage &

pumaber of Floors)

Proposed Buildings & Structures: None
{inctuding Square Footage &

number of Floors)

Existing Yard Setbacks: N/A

(Front, Side, end Rear)

Distance between  N/A

Structures:

Parking: On Site for approximately 5-6 employeeas

Project Schedule: Monday-Friday - up to 10 hours per day { generally 40 hr workweek )
Project Phasing: Only as described in attached NARRATIVE for reclamation phasing

Provide a defailed description of the project (attach additional sheefs as necessary);

e For Residential Projects, Describe, including number of units, size of units, anticipated sale prices
or rental rates and type of household size anticipated.

e For Commercial Projects, Describe, including type of operation, square footage of sales area and
loading facilities.

»  For Industrial Projects, Describe, including type of operation, estimated employment per shift and
onmber of shifts, loading facilities, truck traffic, and hazardous materials used onsite.

s For lostitutional Projects, Describe, including services provided, estimated employment per shift,
estimated occupancy and community benefits of progect.

Rev. 72021




Planning Department Permit Appﬁgg%rpieﬂ?nvironmantal Information Page §

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

Project Checklist

1. Change in existing features of any bays, tidelands, beaches, or hills or substantial
alteration of ground contours.

Change in scenic views, or visias from existing residential areas, public lands or roads,
Change in pattern, scale or character of geaeral area of project.

Significant amounts of solid waste or litter.

Change in dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors in vicinity

Change in ocean, bay, lake, stream or ground water quality or quantity, or alteration
Of existing drainage patterns

Substantial change in existing noise or vibration levels in the vicinity

Site on filled land or on slope of 10 percent or more

. Use of disposal of potentially hazardous materials, such as toxic substances,
flammables, or explosives.

11. Substantial change in demand for municipal services (police, fire, water, sewage, etc.)
12.  Substantial increase in fossil fuel consemption (electricity, oil, natural gas, etc.)
13, Known threatened or endangered species (animal or plant) on or near site,

W MM AW

—
=]

14, Known historical, archaeological, or cultural resource on or near site,
15. Project is related to a larger project or a series of projects.

OOO0O0 OO0O0O00O000 OF
NENRE RNMNERRRRE & F

8

For all items checked Yes, please include a writien discussion/explanation below (attach additional sheets
NECEsSary).

Rey. 72021




Planning Department Permit Appitatiorent Environmental Information  Page 6

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

Environmental Setting

Describe the project site as it exists before the project, including information on topography, soi! stability,
plants and animals and any cultural, historical, or scenic aspects. Describe any existing structures on the site,
and the use of the structures. Attach photographs of the site, as needed. Attach additional sheets as necessary.

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION
REQUIREMENTS

Describe the surrounding properties, including information on plant and animals and any cultural, historical or
scenic aspects. Indicate the type of land use (residential, commercial, etc.), intensity of land use (one family,
apartment houses, shops, department stores, etc.), and scale of development (height, frontage, setback rear
yard, efc.). Attach photographs of the vicinity, as negded. Attach additional sheets as necessary,

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARRATIVE PREPARED BY GLOBAL PUMICE TO
DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT
TO THE EXISTING CUP/REC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION
REQUIREMENTS

Certification

1 hereby attest that the information contained in this Environmental Information Worksheet and any
attachments is correct to the best of my knowledge.

Note that if the signatory of this worksheel is other than the properfy owner, the signatory must be named as an
Authorized Agent on the Consent of Property Owner and Designation of Authorized Agent form that is included
with the fnvo Cowiy Plarming Department Permit Appiication.

Name: Thomas A.Hrubik License #
Title: President Si

\ Rev. 7/2021
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Inyo County Planning Department :

168 North Edwards Street P o0 sraoriz

Post Office Drawer L. E-Mail: inyoplanning@
Independence, California 93526 inyocounty.us

Consent of Property Owner and Designation of Authorized Agent

Date: August 3, 2026 (Staff Use) Project #:

Geoneral Information
Property Owner Name: Incerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%)

Applicant/Authorized Agent Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC
Project Address: Approx 2 miles south of the Community of Olancha, and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Rd
Minor Amandment to existing CUPAREC Plan

APN: 33-200-01 Permit Type:

Consent I (we) the undersigned owner of record of the fee interest in the parcel of land identified by the
address and Assessar Parcel Number(s) noted above, for which a land use permit, land division,
general plan or ordinance amendment, or LAFCQO application referral is being filed with the
Inyo County Planning Department requesting an approval for the pennit type listed above, do
hereby certify that-

1. Such Application may be filed and processed with my (our) fall consent

. I {we) hereby grant consent to Inyo County, its officers, agents, employees, independent contractors,

consultants, sub-consultants and their officers, agents, and employees to enter the property ideptified above
to conduct any and all surveys and inspecrions that are considered appropriate by the inspecting person or
entity to process this application. This consent also extends to governmental entities other than the County,
their officers, agencies, employees, independent contractors, consultants, sub-consultants, and their agents
or employees if the other governmental entities are providing review, inspections and surveys to assist the
County in processing this application. This consent will expire upon completion of the project.
3. If prior notice is required for entry to survey or inspect the property, please contact:
Name: Kathieen Ely
Address: 1006 Claremont Rd
Telephone #: 805-886-1598 e-mail: elykathleen03 @gmail.com
4_ 1 (we) hereby give notice of the following concealed or unconcealed dangerous conditions on the property:

N/A

I3

Authorization 1 (we) the undersigned owner of record of the fee interest in the parcel of land located at
the address noted gbove and identified by the Assessor Parcel Number(s) noted above
have authorized the person noted above as “Applicant/Authorized Agent” to act as my
(our) agent in all comtacts with Inyo County and to sign for all necessary permits in
connection with this matter. If the Applicant/duwthorized Agent field above and the
signature below are left blank it is assumed that the Property Owner will be acting as
his own Ageni, and no one will be aciing on his behalf.

Signatures

Signatmre of Property Owuner Date Signature of Authorized Agent Date
Rev. 7/2021




Attachment D

Inyo County Planning Department i

168 North Edwards Street E:;':‘e- gggi 33233'33

Post Office Drawer L E-Mail: inyoplanning@
Independence, California 93526 inyocounty.us

Notification of Proximate Property Owners

Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LiLC

Date: August 3, 2026 (Staff Use) Project #;

The following applications require the provision of public hearing notices to surrounding property owners
within 300 feet of the boundary of the project property. Please check all that apply to this project.

Conditional Use Permit I:I Temtative Tract Map Mining Reclamation Plan

D Variance D Tentative Parcel Map D Road Abandonment

I:] Zone Reclassification D Certificate of Compliance [:l Telecom Plan or Amendment
[] General Plan Amendment [_] Specific Plan [] Renewable Energy Permit

D Development Agreement D Renewable Energy Determination |:| Mobile Home Waiver
(] Hosted Short-Term Rental

The following applications require the provision of public hearing notices to surrounding property owners

within 1,500 feet of the boundary of the project property. Please check if this applies to this project.

|:| Commercial Cannabis Conditiona) Use Permit for cultivation, retail, distribution, testing,
manufacturing or microbustness,

A list of of all applicable proximate property owners must be obtained from the latest Assessor's tax roll.
Planning Department staff will act on your behalf (o obtain the addresses and mail the appropriate
notifications. Staff time and expenses (stamps, etc.) wili be billed against your account.

D Check this box if you would like to elect to obtain the addresses of all applicable proximate property
owners. To obtain tlie appropoate list please contact tha Tuyo County Assessor's office, and pay their
associated fees. Then provide the Planning Department with addressed and stamped envelopes and the
following information to demonstrate thaf you have properly obtained the addresses:

» The County assessor map(s) or GIS maps covering your project site with the 300’ or 1,500°
sarrounding arca outlined, as obtained from the latest Assessor’s tax roll.

» The list of Assessor Parcel Numbers, property owners, and addresses for all properties witkin 300° or
1,500°, as applicable, as obtained from the latest Assessor’s tax rolk.

¢ Leiter sized envelopes with first class postage affixed and addressed to each owner.

e This form sigeed and dated at the bottom.

I bereby certify that the attached information contains alt of the assessor parcel numbers from the latest
Assessor’s tax roll under preparation of ell the properties with the area described on the attached maps and
within a distance of three hundred (300) feet or one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet, as applicable, from all

exterior boundaries of the project property.
under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Signature gf AppHcant Date

! Rev. 72021
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Inyo County Planning Department i

168 North Edwards Street Fe . (760 T2 2712
Post Office Drawer L E-Msil: inyoplanning@®
Independence, California 83526 inyocounty.us

Processing Fee Agreement

Date: August 3, 2026 (Staff Use) Project #:

General Information
Applicant Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

Property Owner Name: Incerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%)
Project Address: Approx 2 miles south of the Community of Qlancha, and 5 miles east of Cactus Flat Rd
APN: 33-200-01 Permit Type: Minor Amendment 0 axrsting CUP/REG Pian

Party Responsible for Payment of Fees (check): Applicant |:| Property Ovwner

Basis of Faees

By County ordinance, Planning Department Processing Fees recover the costs of processing applications.
These costs include personnel and overhead costs, as well as the cost of materials necessary to process the
application. The deposit you pay is an estimate of the cost of processing the application and may not cover
the entire cost for which you will ultimately be responsible.

Your initiel deposit amount of § 2260-00 (e sttached) will be applied toward processing your
application(s). Interest does not accrue on this deposit. Monthly withdrawals against this deposit will be
made based on the costs incurred in processing your application(s). Statements will be sertt to you each month
documenting the draws against your deposit. If the deposit reaches a halance of $400.00 or less you will be
asked to make a subsequent deposit. You will be expected to deposit these additional fees within 30 dnys of a
request for additional fonds. I there is a balance remnaining after reconciling the final bill, a refund check will
be mailed to you within 45 days of the final closure of the project.

In order to implement the cost recovery provisions, please sign this statement indicating your agreement to the
cost recovery procedure. This signed agreement s required for you application(s) to be accepied for
processing. If you have questions regarding your application(s), or the billing status of your application(s),
contact the Tnye County Planping Department at (760) 878-0263, and provide your project name and/or
project number.

Agreement

I, the undersigned, agree to pay the Inyo County Planning Department Processing Fee, which consists of the
costs, as described above, incurred by Inyo County in processing this application. Such payment will be made
to the Inya County Planning Department, P.O. Drawer L, Independence, CA 93526. I understand and agree
that processing of my application will be suspended pending receipt by the Plarming Departinent of all
requested deposits. In the event of default of my obligations, | agree to pay all costs and expenses incorred by
Inyo County in securing performance of this obligation, including the cost of reasonable attorneys’ fees.

e

Signature
Thomas A. Hrubik E/J/Lb
Name of Responsible Party Signanrq of Responsible Party Date

Rev. 7/2021
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Inyo County Planning Department - (760} §78-0263
168 North Edwards Street e H :;z.znz
Post Office Drawer L E-Mail: inyoplanning@®
Independence, California 93526 inyocounty.us

Surface Mining Reclamation Plan Application

Date: AUQUS'[ 3’ 2026 (Staff Use) RP #:

Project Mine Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC

The axisting Amented CUP Permit 93-5 and Amended REC Plan Pemmit 53-5 were approved on July 22, 1998, 1o expand the mining
mwotpsnird from the origina! permitted 52 acres 1p 75 acres  The mme Ire was 1o gxpire after 10 years. Global Pumite purchased Lhe mimng
opeeation in Delober 2013 and continues to opargse within the amended and approved 75 acre footprint W this date  Global Pumics desiras
e coatinud minmg within the existing approved 75 acre footpring for an addiianal 7 years, howaver, to e-purpose and uitlize the previous
designated "waste pumice fines” as approved pumice products for fulure sales. This Minar Amendment will not expand [he exsting mning
tootprint and alt mining acivites urder this Miner Amendment wii stay within the approved existing mining boundaries.

Global Pumice 18 requifed (0 meat the rectamation requirements under the existng CUPAEC plan lotaling approximately 54 acres of
disturbed mining area wimeh is addoassed in this new minor amendment request to bring this reclamation reguirement inlo compfiance.

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED NARPATIVE PREPARED EYY QLOBAL PUMICE TO DISCUSS IN GREATER DETAIL THE REQUEST
FOR THE NEW MINOR AMENDMENT TO THE EXISTING CUP/HEC PLANS, ITS PURPOSE, GOALS AND RECLAMATION
REQUIREMENTS -

Applicant  Name: GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC
Street Address: 19968 Bear Valley Rd, Suite B

City: Apple Valley State: CA Zip: 92307
Phone: 700-558-3280 _ .. . Alternate Phone: 760-250-9332
thrubik@globalpumice.com

e-mail;

Landowner Name: Incerti & Ely Living Trust (50%) and Jennifer Romeyn (50%)
Street Address: 1006 Claremont Rd

_ City: Santa Barbara State: CA Zip: 92307
Phone: 805-886-1598 Alternate Phone:
e-mail: elykathleen03@gmail.com

Operator Name: Global Pumice, LLC S -
- 19968 Bear Valiley Rd Suif;e_B__ _

Street Address:
City: Apple Valley State: CA Zip: 92307
Phone: 760-559-3280 Alternate Phone: 760'250'9332

e-mail: _thmpik@glpbalpumice.ooq}__

Rev. 3/2018



Surface Mining Reclamation Plantpptigation

Mine Name; Global Pumice, LLC

Application Type

D New Reclamation Plan Application
Amendment to Existing Reclamation Plan
Previous Reclamation Plan #(s):  93-4

Previous Conditional Usc Permit #(s): 93-S
Additional Permits Reauired, process to obtain muy occur congurrently

Projects on Private Land Require a Conditional Use Permit from the County.
FProjects on Public Land Require a Plan of Operation approved by the Landholder (BLM or USKS)

Location of Mine
The Mine is on Private Property (Patented Land)

Landowne: [ | BtM  []usks [ ] Labwe

Nearest Community to Mine: Olancha, CA

Assessor's Parcel Nurnber; 33-200-01

Section(s): Section 1 Township(s): 205 Range(s): 37E

Latitude: 36 degrees, 14 minutes Longitude: 117 degrees, 55 minutes

Mine Information
Type of Mine: Open Pit D Subsurface Mine DExploration
D Milling/Processing [:] Other

Minerals to be mined: pymice

Annual Production: Or;:: 106, 060 '|;NI | Waste: . Total: 100,000
ﬁsﬁmated Life ot: ;\;Iinc: 7 Sfearsl _ - ‘ .

Mine is Operated: Continuously D Intermittently [:I Seasonally

Mine Operation is: New Site In Operation Inactive/ Abandoned:

Maximum Yearly Production:: 100,000 Waste: Ore: 100,000
Estimatt;d Numbc; of :-:n;piolyces'. 510 7I o -
Shiﬂs'per day:: 1 - 8-10 hrs/day o
Highest Elcvation: 4,580 feet Overall Stope Agle: sems  Road width: 20 # bermed
Maximum depth: g0 feet Maximum Slope Angle:75 Road Length: .5 mile




Surface Mining Reclamation PlantApplication

Maximum Length: 2,480 feet Maximum width: 1900 ft Road Grade: 1-3 %
Bench Height: 30 feet Bench Width: 20 feet

Reclamation O S

Describe End Use of Ming Site; _Pen . pace _

Mbaximum Slopes upon Reclamation: 3:1
Revegetation Density Percentage Required: Species Diversity Percentage:




Afttachment D

Reclamation Plan Content

C Lt
- I'..‘-.‘ ‘.‘_I -
CIVES 2N 17 RN

RECLAMAY I

The Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) reviews reclamation plans for compliance and completeness
pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 2772.1{b}(1). When submitting a reclamation plan to DMR,
the lead agency must certify that the rectamation plan is @ complete submission and is in compliance with
SMARA and associated regulations and the lead agency’s mining ordinance pursuant to PRC 2772.1{(a)(3)
(A-E). Additionally, pursuant to PRC 2772.1(a)(2), informaiion prepared as part of a permit appiication or
environmental document (pursuant to CEQA) shall be incorporated into the reclamation ptan if it is used to
satisfy the requirements of SMARA and associated regulations. These items shall be properly indexed in a
Required Contents Chart and included in an appendix to the reclamation plan.

This checklist may assist operators and lead agencies when preparing and reviewing draft proposed
reclamation plans and reclamation plan amendments in determining if they meet the minimum content
requirements of tha Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) and associated regulations (see
box below for sections relevant to reclamation plans).

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975
Public Resources Code {PRC)
Division 2. Geology, Mines and Mining
Chapter 9. Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975
Section 2710 et seq.

This portion mcludes requirements for reciarmation plans.

Associated Regulations
California Code of Regulations (CCR}
Tille 14. Natural Resources
Division 2. Department of Conservation
Chapter 8. Mining and Geology
Subchapter 1. State Mining and Geology Board

Arlicle 1. Surface Mining and Reclamation Practice. Commencing with Section 3500
This portion includes minimum acceptabls mining and reclanration practices for surface mining operations.

Article 8. Reclamation Standards. Commencing with Section 3700
This poriion includes performance standards, which may apply fo surface mining operations pursuant fo CCR Sechon 3700,

The checklist is divided into seven topical areas: General Considerations, Geology and Geotechnical,
Hydrology and Water Quality, Sensitive Species and Habitat, Topsoil, Revegetation, and Agriculture. To use
the checklist, place a checkmark next to items that have been addressed by the reclamation plan or leave it
blank if the reclamation plan is deficient. Alternatively, write N/A if the item is not applicable to the specific
surface mining operation being reviewed.,

Disclaimer: This checklist, prepared by DMR, paraphrases portions of SMARA and associated regulations that
address the content of reclamation pfans and plan amendments. DMR staff uses this checklist internally in
performing our review of reclamation plans. However, use of this checklist is not required and it is provided
only as a helpful tool. DMR always recommends consulting the full text of SMARA and associated regulations,
available at the link befow. Additionally, completion of this checklist does not guarantee completeness or
compliance of the reclamation plan pursuant to PRC Section 2772.1(b)(1). Analysis of completenass and
compliance requires thorough review of gach specific project.

http:/fwww. conservation.ca gov/index/Pages/lawsregs. aspx

Rectametion Plan Content Checkkst — Page 1 of 6 Revised April 9, 2018




Attachment D

Mine Name: Checklist Completed by:
End Use: Date:
- - . ) s
Authority Requirements/Practices/Standards A
Required contants chart;
PRC 2772(b) A chart identifying the location (e.g. page number, chapter, appendix, or other location in the
reclamation plan} of cantent that meets the requirements of PRC Sections 2772, 2773, 2773.3
and CCR Aricles 1 and 9 {as delineated in this checklist).
PRC . Contact information:
2772(c)(1) Name and address of the surface mining operator and any person designated by the operatoras
an agent for service of process (must reside in CA). ;
PRC Material quantity and type:;

' The anticipated total quantity and type of minerals to be mined (see Annual Report Instructions,

Z772(c)(2) - Exhibit 8, for mineral types and units of measure).
PRC Qates: o -y . .
The initiation and termination dates of mining (be as specific as pessible, e.g. December 31,
2772{c){3) . 2030)
PRC . Depth of mining:
2772{c)4) The maximum anticipated depth of the surface mining operation.
Reclamation plan maps shall include:
Size and legal description of lands affected by surface mining operations; ——
Names and addresses of owners of all surface interests and mineral interests; =~ .
PRC ) Property lines, sethacks, and th the reclamahon plan boundaiy. _ e ]
2772(c)(5) Existi n‘qﬂnd ﬁnal topography wuth oontour Imes at appropriate inte mtervals o |
(A-F) Deta:led geologrc description ¢ of the area of t the > surface mining ope:atlon
Locations of rallroads utility features, and roads (ace {aoc%s roads, temporary rcads to be
reclaimed, and any roads remaining for the end use). .
All maps, dlagrams or caiculations that are required to be prepared by a ) California-licensed
professional shall include the preparers name., license number, signature & seai.
PRC Mining o1e_thod and sc‘hodule: ) ) ) N
2772(c)(6) A description of the mining methods and a time schedule that provides for compietion of mining
on each segment so that reclamation can be cancurrent or phased.
PRC Subsequent use{s):
ITTANT) A description of the propased subsequent use(s) after reclamation o ]
. Evidence that all landowners have been notitied of the proposed use.
PRC Impact on future mining:
2772(c)(9) A statement regarding the impact of reclamation on futtire mining an the site.
PRC - Signed statement N ] _
277 2(c)(10) Statement signed by the operator accepting respensibility for reclamation of the mined lands per
the reclamation plan.
Pre-SMARA areas:
PRC 2776(b- Reclamation plans shall apply to operations conducted after January 1, 1576 or to be conducted
c) in the future. Mined lands disturbed prior to January 1, 1976 anc! not disturbed after that dale
may be excluded from the reclamation plan.
CCR Public health and safety: )
3502(b)2) A description of how any potential public health and safety concems thal may arise due to
exposure of the public to the site will be addressed.
- Equipment storage and waste disposal:
CCR 3709{a) _Designate areas for equipment storage and showonmaps. o
All waste shall be disposed of in accordance with state and local heatth and safaty ordinances.
CCR 370%9({b) Structures and eguipment removed:

Reclamation Plan Content Checkilst—Page 2 of 6
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Aftachment D

Struciures and equiprment should be dismantied and removed at dlosure, except as
. demonstrated t be necessary for the proposed end use.
' Well closures:
CCR 3713(a) Drill holes, water wells, monitoring wells will be completed or abandoned in accordance with
laws, unless demonstrated necessary for the proposed end use.
+ Underground openings:
CCR 3713(b) = Any portals, shafts, tunnels, or openings will be gated or protected from public entry, and to
preserve access for wildlife (e.g. bats).

GEOLOGY AND GEOTECHNICAL

Authority . Requirements/Practices/Standards Nﬁ
PRC A description of the general geology of the area _ . e
2772(c)(5) ' A detailed descnphon of the geology of the mine site.

If a metallic mine is focated on, or within one mile of, any “Native American sacred site” and is
PRC 2773.3 located in an “area of special concem, ” the reclamation plan shall require that all excavations
) and/or excess materials be backdilled and graded to achieve the approximate original contours of
. the mined lands prior to mining.
CCR The source and disposition of fill materials used for backfilling or grading shall be considered in
3502{H)4) the reclamation plan.
The designed steepness and treatment of final slopes must cansider the physicat properties of
CCR . Slope materials, maximum water content, and landscaping.
3502(b)(3) The reclamation plan shall specrfy slopa angles flatter than the critical graduent for the type type of
_slope matenials, e
When final slopes approach the critical ggad:ent, a S!ope Stabslrtﬁmalysrs will be requured
CCR 3704 .1 Backfilling required for surface mining opserations for metallic minerals.
CCR 3704(a) For'urban use, fill shall be compacted in accardance with Uniform Building Code, local grading
ordinance, or cther methods approved by the lead agency.
CCR 3704(b} | For resource conservation, compact to the standards required for that end use.
Final reclamation fill slopes shall not exceed 2:1 {H:V), except when allowed by site-specific
CCR 3704(d) | engineering analysis, and the praposed final slope can be successfully revegetated. See alsa
Section 3502(b)(3).
CCR 3704{e) | At closure, all fill slopes shall conform with the surrcunding topography or approved end use.
CCR 3704(f) Final cut slopes must have a minimum slope stability factor of safety that is suitable for the end
use and conforms with the surrounding topegraphy or end use.
v

Authority Requirements/Practices/Standards A

For operations within the 100-year floed plain [defined by FEMA} and within one mile up- or
PRC 2770.5  downstream of a state highway bridge, Caltrans must be nofified and provided a 45-day review
pericd by the lead agency.

PRC ~ Description of the manner in which contaminants will be controtled and mine waste will be
2772(c}B}{A} _disposed.
PRC The reclamation plan shall inciude a description of the manner in which stream banks/beds will

2772(c)8)(B) _ be rehabilitated to minimize ercsion and sedimentation.
The rectamation plan shall establish site-specific sediment and erosion control criteria for

PRC 2773(a) monitoring compliance with the rectamation plan.
gﬁ%’; 0y6) " Temparary stream and watershed diversions shall be detailed in the raclamation plan.
gECORB(a)(ZJ Stackpiles of overburden and minerals shall be managed to minimize water and wind erosion.

Reclamation Ptan Coment Checklist — Page 3 of 6 Revised April 8. 2018




Attachment D

gscog(b){z} : Operations shall be conducted to substantially prevent sittation of groundwater recharge areas.
CCR Erosion control facilities shall be constructed and maintained whete necessary to control
3503(a)}I) _erosion.
g‘\?ﬂg@)(n ‘ Settling ponds shall be constructed where they will provide a significant benefi to water quality.
CCR 3503(d) : Disposal qf mine waste and overburden shall be stable and shall not restrict natural drainage
. without suitable provisions for diversian.
. Grading and revegetation shall be designed to minimize erosian and convey surface runoff to
CCR 3503(e} - natural drainage courses or interior basins. e e
Spillway protection shail be des;gned to prevent erosion.
CCR 3706(a) Surface mining and reclamation activities shall be conducted to protect on-site and downsiream
beneficial uses of water.
Water quality, recharge potential, and groundwater storage that is accessed by others shail not
CCR 3706(b) be dimg'lished. s I s Y
Erasion and sedimentation shall be controlled during all phases of construction, operation,
CCR 3706(c) reclamation, and closure of surface mining operations to minimize siltation of lakes and water
courses as per RWQCB/SWRCB.
CCR 3706(d) _Surface runoff and drainage shall be controlled to protect surrounding land and water resources. |
"Erosion control methods shall be desigped for not less than 20 ) year1 hour i untensuty storm event.
CCR 3706(e) ° Impacted drainages shall not cause increased erosion or sedimentation. Mitigation alternatives
shalt be proposed in the reclamation plan.
CCR : Stream diversions shall be constructed in accordance with the Lake and Streambed Alteration
3706{)}{1) Agreement (LSAA) between the operator and the Department of Fish and Witdlife.
CCR Stream diversions shall alsc & constructed in accordance with Federal Clean Water Act and the ~
3706(M2) Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.
CCR 3706(g) ~ All temporary stream diversions shall eventually be removed and the affected land reclaimed.
CCR 3710(a) Surface and groundwater shall be protected from siltation and pollutants in accordance with the
Porter-Cologne Act, the Federal Clean Water Act, and RWQCB/SWRCRB requirements,
in-stream mining shall be coanducted in accordance with Section 1600 et seq. of the California
CCR 3710(b) Fish and Game Code, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and Saction 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1899,
In-stream mining shalf be regulated to prevent impacts to structures, habitats, riparian
CCR 3710(c) vegetation, groundwater levels, and banks.
in-stream channel elevations and bank erosion shall be evaluated annuatly usmg ‘extraction
quantities, cross-sections, and aerial photos.
Mine waste and tailings and mine waste disposal units are governed by SWRCB waste disposal
CCR 3712 regutations and shall be reclaimed n accordance with this article: CCR Article 1. Surface Mining
and Reclamation Practice. Secticn 3500 et seq.
. . . v
Authority Requirements/Practices/Standards A
CCR A description of the environmental setting (identify sensitive species, wildlife habitat, sensitive
3502(b)(1) _natural communities. e.g. wetlands). e o .
lmpacts of reclamation on surroundmg land uses.
CCR 3503(c} _Fish and wildlife habitat shall be protected by all reasonable measures.
CCR 370%(a) Sensitive species shall be conserved or mitigated as prescribed by the federal and California
Endangered Species Acts.
CCR 3703(b) Wildtife habitat shall be esl_ab!ished on disturbed land af least as good as pre-project, unless end
use precludes its use as wildiife habitat.
CCR 3703(c) Wetlands shall be avoided or mitigated at 1:1 minimum for both acreage and habitat vaiue.
CCR 3704(q) . Piles or dumps shall not be placed in wettands without mitigatian.
CCR 3710(d) In-streem mining shall not cause fish to be trapped in pools or off-channel pits, or restrict
migratory or spawning activities.

Reclamation Plan Cantent Checilist— Page 4 of 6
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Attachment D

TOPSOIL

Authority Requirements/Practices/Standards _ Nr's:r;
gs%g(a)ﬂ ) ‘ Removal of vegetation and overburden preceding mining shail be kept to a minimurn.
- When the reclamation plan calls for resoiling, mine waste shall be leveled and covered with a
CCR 3503(f) tayer of finer material. A soil layer shall then be placed on this prepared surface. o
' The use of soil conditioners, mulches, or imported topsoil shall be considered where such
' measures appear necessary.
CCR 3704(c) Mine waste shal be stackpiled to facilitate phased reclamation and kept separate from topsoil or
other growth media. '
CCR 3705(e) 1 ¥f soit is altered or other than native topsoil, soil analysis is required. Add fertilizers or soil
amendments if necessary.
CCR 3711(a) - . Ali salvageable topscil shall be removed as a separafe layer. .
Togsoal and vegetation removal should not Jlrecede mining by more than one yaar
1 Topsoii resources shall be mapped prior to stripping and tocation of topsoil stockpiles shown on
, map included in the reclamation pfan. ) I
CCR 3711(b) _Topsoil and other grawth medla shall be maintained in separate stockpllea R
Test plots may be required to determine the suitability of growlh media for revegetation
. pUrposes.
CCR 3711(c) Sc_»ilksa_lvage operaﬁpns and phases of reclamatign shall be set forth in the reclamation plan to
minimize the area disturbed and to achieve maximum revegetation success. .
Topsoil anc growth media shall be used to phase reclamation as soon as ¢an be accommodated
_foliowing the mining of an area. S |
CCRA711(d) Topsoil stockpiles shail not be disturbed until needed for rec rec!amatlon T
 Topsoil stockpiles shall be clearly dentified.
Topsoit shall be planted with wegetahon or otherwise | prutected to prevent erosion and ;
discourage weeds.
Topsoil shall be redistributed in a manner resulting in a stable, uniform thickness consistent with
CCR 3711(e) the end use
REVEGETATION
. . . v
Authority Requirements/Practices/Standards , r&
PRC 2773(a) " The rec]amaﬁon plan shall be specific to the property and shall establish §ite-speciﬁc criteria for
evaluating compliance with the reclamation plan with respect to revegetation.
CCR 3503(g) Available research regarding revegetation methods and selection of species given the
topography, resoiling characteristics, and climate of the mined areas shall be used.
Bassline studies shall be conducted prior to mining activities to document vegetative cover, 1
CCR3705(a) _density, and species richness, . _____' .
Vegetatwe cover shall be similar to surroundin @abﬂats and seli-sustain mg
CCR 3705(b) Test plots shall be conducted simuitaneously with mining to ensure successful implementation of
the proposed revegetation plan.
CCR 3705(c) Decorpaction methods, such as ripping and disking, shall be used in areas ic be revegetated o
establish a suitable root zone for planting.
CCR 3705(d) Roads shall be stripped of roadbase materials, resoiled, and revegetated, unless exempted.
CCR 3705(f) Temporary access shall not digrupt the soil surface on arid fands except where necessary for
safe access. Barriers shall be instalied to keep unauthorized vehicles gul.
"_Use Jocal native plant species (unless non-native species meet the end use). -
CCR 3705(g) Aseas to te developed for industrial, commercial, or residential shall be revegetated for the
interitn ceriod to contro! erasion.
CCR 3705(h)  Planting shall be congducted during the most favorable period of the year for plant establishment.
CCR 3705(1 Use soil stabilizing practices and imigation when necessary to establish vegetation.

Recfamalion Pan Contemt Checklist — Page S of 6
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Attachment D

CCR 3705()) If imigation ig used, demionstrate that revegetation has been self-sustaining without irmigation for
: wo years prior to the release of financial assurance.
CCR 3705(k) - Noxious weeds shall be monitored and managed.
Plant protection measures such as fencing and caging shall be used where needed for
CCR 3705(l)  revegetation success. Protection measures shall be maintained untit revegetation efforts are
successiully completed and the lead agency autharizes removal.
' Quantitative SUCCESS standards for vegetative cover, density, and species richness shall be
CCR3705(m) Momtonng to ‘occur until success standards “have been achieved — ' ]
Sampiing techmq Les for measuring success shall be specified. Sample size must be sufficientto
provide at least an 80 percent statistical confidence level. :

AGRICULTURE

Autharity Requirements/Practices/Standards A

CCR 3707(a) - Where the end use will be agricuiture, prime agricultural land shall be retumed to a fertility level
specified in the reclamation plan.
CCR 3707{b} Segregate and replace topsoil in proper sequence by horizon in prime agricultural soifs.
Post reciamation productivity rates for prime agricuitural land must be equal to pre-project
CCR 3707{c} condition or to a simitar site for two consecutive years.
Productivity rates shall be specified in the reclamation plan.
CCR 3707(d) i fertilizers and amendments are applied, they shall not cause contamination of surface or
groundwater.
For sites where the snd use is to be agricultural, non-prime agricuttural land must be reclaimed
to be capable of sustaining economically viable crops common to the area.

it e b = . _._._.___.".__..__..4,.1

CCR 3708
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Surface Mining Reciamation PlafiAgpiecation

Mine Name: Global Pumice, LLC

Other Permits  Afine Permits ofien require approvals from other agencles. Listed are some of the most common
agencies that may require their own permitting. Please contuct these agencias if you think there
is a remaote pussibility that some sort of appraval or permit wifl be required from them. Check
all agencies that will be issuing a permit for this mining project,

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District Lahontan Regional Water Control Board
D California Occupationat Safety & Health Admin U.S. Forcst Service

D California Departraent of Pish and Wildlife Bureau of Land Management

|___| Inyo County Building and Safety Department Inyo County Road Department

D Inyo County Environmental Health Depeartment D Other
D Mining Safety and Iealth Administration

Reclamation Plan

Per Public Resource Code 2772.1(2)(1), a Reclamation Plan needs 1o be submitted with this application.
Attached to s application is a checklist provided by the State of California, Deparmment of Conservatior,
Division of Mine Reclamation. For this application to be deemed complete znd processed by the Inyo County
Planning Depariment all applicable items on this checklist must be addressed in the Reclamation Plan.

Please provide 2 stapled or bound copies of the Reclamation Plan, 5 copies of amy accompanying plans or
mays, and a PDF formaticd digital copy of the Reclamation Plan and any plans or maps.

Nete that per Section 2772(F) of the California Public Resources Code: "All maps, diagrams, or calculations
that require preparation in accordance wilh the Professional Engineers acl, The Geologist and Geophysicist
Act or the Professional Land Surveyor's Act shall be prepared by a Califomia-licensed professional, shall
include his or her license number and name and shall bear the signature and seal of the licensee.”

Financiat Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE)

Per Public Resource Code 2773.4(a), a Finaneial Assurance Cost Estimate (FACE) needs to be submitted with
this application. Attached to this application is the prescribed form for the FACE prepared by the State of
Califormia, Department of Conservasion, Division of Mine Reclamation, as well aa the instructions for the
FACE. The FACE should be a forward looking document, estimating the maximum amount of disturbaace 12
months from the commencement of operations. FACE's for amendments to existing Reclamation Plans need
to include all arcas already disturbed in addition to areas projected to be disturbed within [2 months of the

approval of the amended Reclamation Plan.

Financial Assurance Mechanism (FAM)

Per Public Resource Code 2773.4(c)(1), a Financial Assurance Mechanism {(FAM) needs to be submitted (or
an cxisting FAM amended and submitted) to Inyo County upon approval of the Reclamation Plan and the
FACE and prior to commencement of any mining operations. For non-governmenta! entity operators the FAM
shail be a surety bond, an irrevocable letter of credit, or a trust fimd {typically in the form of a certificate of
deposit). For governmental entity operators the FAM shall be any of the above, plus pledges of revenue and
budget set asides. Bepeficiaries of the FAM should be Inyo County, as Lead Agency, the State of California,
Department of Conservation, and, if public land, the landowner (BLM or USFS).

Rev. 3/2018



Surfaca Mining Reclamation Plah REPIchGon
Mine Name: Global Pumice, LLC

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Reclamation Plan approval is a discretionary approva! by the Inyo County Planning Commission, and as such,
ia subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Inyo County will be preparing the
appropriate environmental documents for the project. The applicant shall fully fill out the Environmental
Information Form that is included with the general Inyo County Planning Department Permit Application, as
this information will be used as a starting point for the environmental review, Additionally, the applicant
should consider getting a biological and’or eultural study dore for the project area, as these are two of the
major areas of concern for projects in Inyo County, and obiaining these studies, preparced by licensed
professionals and experts in the field, can greatly expedite the envirpnmental portion of the permit process.

Hold Harmless Clause

By signing this application the applicant/property owner agrees to defend, indemréfy, and hold the County
harmless from sny claim, action , or proceeding arising from this application or brought to attack, set aside,
void or anmu] the County's approval of this application, and any environmental review associaled with the

proposed project.

Property Owner/Mineral Rights Owner Consent

I certify that T am the owner of the property or owner of mineral rights ciaims at the project sitc, or am the
trustee for a trust that owns the property or mineral right claims, or an authorized officer for a legal entity that
owns the property or mineral ghts claims and that I consent to the submission of this application.

Note that if the project is on private land, the Owner or appiicant shall provide the County a preliminary title
repors prepared by a title company dated within 30-days of submission of this application, vr if the profect is on
public lands, all mineral righty claims need to be listed within the Reclamation Plan.

Narme: Kathleen Ely [rate:

Title: Owner Signature:

Applicant Certification
[ hereby attest that the information contained in this application and any attachments is correct Lo the best of
my knowledge.

Note that if the applicant is ather than the property owner or owner of the mineral righis claims, the applicant must
be named ws an Authorized Agent on ihe Consent of Property Owner and Designation of Authorized Agent form

that is included with the Imyo County Planning Department Application.

Name: Thomas A. Hrubik Licensc #
Company: Gilobal Pumice, LLC Date: August 3, 2'026
Tile: President Signané\\ ] e

[

[

Rev. 32018



Attachment D

Globul Pumice. LI Minor Amendmemn Appiicarion | CUP 93-5+ REC 934

APPLICATION FOR MINOR AMENDMENT

Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5
and
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 934

Global Pumice, LL.C
Industrial Mineral Mine
Olancha, Inyo County, California

Prepared for
Inyo County Planning Department
August 2026

1. PURPOSE OF THIS APPLICATION

This application requests a Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and
the corresponding Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 934 for the Global Pumice, LL.C
Industrial Mineral Operation near Olancha, California. It supplernents—and does not replace—
the County’s existing approvals. Except as specifically modified herein, the findings, analyses,
Conditions of Approval, and reclamation objectives of the previously approved CUP and
Reclamation Plan remain in effect.

The amendment requests a limited seven-year extension of the approved mine life to allow
continued recovery of industrial mineral resources within the existing 75-acre approved
operational footprint, including beneficial recovery and re-purposing of the Historical Industrial
Mineral Inventory into additional approved products. It also updates the timing of reclamation
activities and continues Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Fugitive Dust Management.

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Global Pumice, LLC requests approval of a Minor Amendment that does not expand the existing
75-acre approved operational footprint. The amendment consists of:

+ A seven-year extension of the approved mine life.

Page 1 of 8




Attachment D
Global Pumice, L1LC — Minor Amendmert Application ! CUP 91-57 REC 934

* Recovery of approximately 1,000,000 tons of Historically Stockpiled Pumice Fines (the
“Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory™) locaied within the approximately 54-acre
Historical Fines Stockpile Area.

* Authorization of additional industrial mineral products, including Natural Pozzolan,
[ndustrial Absorbent Products, Floor Sweep Products, and Environmental Cleanup

Absorbents.

* A Minor Amendment to the Reclamation Plan coordinating Progressive Reclamation
with resource recovery.

« Continued implementation of Best Management Practices and comprehensive Fugitive
Dust Management.

When the existing CUP and Reclamation Plan were approved, the Historical Industrial Minerat
Inventory had limited commercial markets and was expected to remain on-site until final
reclamation. Since that time, substantial new markets have developed for natural pozzolan nsed
in low-carbon concrete, together with industrial absorbents, floor sweep products, and
environmental cleanup materials. As a vesult, these materials are now recognized as valuable
industrial mineral resources rather than surplus stockpiles. The proposed amendment updates the
County’s existing approvals to reflect these changed market conditions by allowing beneficial
recovery and utilization of resources already located entirely within the approved operational
footprint. This approach promotes resoutce conservation, reduces long-term stockpiles, improves
long-term fugitive dust management through progressive removal of exposed fines, and
preserves the existing reclamation objectives and environmental protections established under

the current approvals.

Conclusion and Request

Global Pumice, LLC respectfully requests that the Inyo County Planning Commission approve
the proposed Minor Amendments to CUP No. 93-3 and Reclamation Plan No. 934, the seven-
year mine-life extension, recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory, the additionai
industrial mineral products, and the Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program.
The amendment maintaing the existing 75-acte operational footprint, continues responsible
environmental management, improves long-term Fugitive Dust Management through progressive
removal of exposed fines, and allows complete utilization of resources already located within the
approved mining area. This amendment represents resource conservation rather than expansion
of mining activities. Supporting detail, consistency findings, and formal requested actions
follow in the sections below.

3. HISTORY AND EXISTING OPERATION
3.1 History and Existing Approvals

The Global Pumice [ndustrial Mineral Operation has operated under County approvals for many
years, producing industrial mineral products for construction and industrial markets using
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conventional open-pit mining methods together with crushing, screening, stockpiling, and
shipping. These methods remain substantially unchanged.

The operation currently operates pursuant to Ainended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and
Amended Reclamation Plan No. 934 {Appendix F). Those approvals established the 75-acre
operational mining footprint, mining methods, processing activities, reclamation objectives, and
Conditions of Approval. Detailed descriptions of the original project, environmental setling,
geology, and prior analyses are contained in the Staff Report, Notice of Decision, and supporting
documentation previously approved by Inyo County and are incorporated by reference except as
modified by this amendment

3.2 Existing Products, Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory, and Emerging Markets

Histonically, the operation has produced screened pumice aggregate for lightweight concrete,
concrete masonry, construction materials, horticultural products, and other industrial
applications. Production of these products will continue.

The Historical [ndustrial Mineral Inventory consists of approximately 1,000,000 tons of
Historically Stockpiled Pumice Fines within the approximately 54-acre Historical Fines
Stockpile Area. These materials accumulated during years of normal operations when
commercial markets were [imited. The amendment allows recovery and beneficial re-purposing
of this inventory imo additional approved products while remaining entirely within the approved
operational footprint.

3.3 Operational Improvements

Although the operation remains substantially unchanged, Global Pumice, LLC has improved
operational efficiency and environmental management, including:

* A recenily nstalled 12,000-gallon water storage tank supplied by an existing off-site
production well.

*  Two dedicated water trucks for Fugitive Dust Management.

+ Application of magnesium chloride where appropriate to stabilize haul roads and
disturbed areas.

¢ Continued implementation of Best Management Practices throughout the operation.

Due to the naturally high winds common to the Coso Range and upper Centennial Flat area,
long-term maragement of fugitive dust remains one of the operation’s highest environmental
priorities. While Global Pumice has invested in significant dust-control measures—including
two dedicated water trucks, an off-site production well, a 12,000-gallon storage tank, roadway
stabilization using magnesium chloride, and ongoing BMP implementation—the most effective
permanent dust-control measure is the progressive removal of the exposed Historical Industrial
Miveral Inveniory itself. As these fine materials are recovered and beneficially utilized, the area
of exposed wind-erodible material will be permanently reduced, resulting in a corresponding
long-term reduction in fugitive dust emissions.
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4. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT
The proposed CUP/Reclamation Plan Amendment consists of five principal components:

1.

Seven-year extension of the approved mine fife. The extension provides sufficient time
to recover industrial mineral resources already located within the existing approved
operational footprint, including the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory. It does not
authorize expansion of mining boundaries or substantiaily alter the character of the
operation.

Continued operation within the existing 75-acre footprini. No additional mineral
resources outside the previously approved operatonal footprint are sougit.

Recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory. Approximately 1,000,000
tons of Historically Stockpiled Pumice Fines will be recovered and re-purposed. This
represents responsible utilization of an existing resource already within the approved
mining area.

Additional approved industrial mineral products. Authorization is requested for
Natural Pozzolan, Industrial Ahsorbent Products, Floor Sweep Products, and
Enviroomental Cleanup Absorbents produced from the Historical Industrial Mineral
Inventory. Conventional pumice aggregate production will continue.

Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4. Reclamation timing and sequencing
will be coordinated with resource recovery so that reclamation proceeds in logical phases
as commercially recoverable material is removed, rather than waiting until all recovery is
complete. Long-term reclamation objectives remain unchanged.

5. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

Global Puraice, LLC remains commitied to protecting environmental resources. Current Best
Management Practices include:

L]

Fugitive Dust Management using water application to active haul roads and work areas,
twa dedicated water trucks, water from an existing off-site production well stored in a
12,000-gallon tank, and magnesium chloride application where appropriate to stabilize
surfaces.

Vehicle speed management, stockpile management, and stormwater management.
Progressive Reclamation and routine operational monitoring.

One of the most effective long-term improvements to Fugitive Dust Management is expected
from progressive recovery and removal of the Historical Iudustrial Mineral Inventory. As these
materials are removed, the amount of exposed fine material susceptible to wind erosion will
progressively decrease.
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5.1 Environmental Studies
Global Pumice, LLC will retain qualified consultants to prepare:

* Biological Resources Assessment.

= Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation.
These studies are anticipated to be submitted within approximately ninety (90) days folowing
acceptance of this application, or in accordance with a schedule approved by the Inyo County
Plamming Department. Recommendations will be incorporated into Best Management Practices
where appropriate.

5.2 Environmental Benefits

The amendment supports responsible resource stewardship by allowing recovery of
commercially recoverable material aiready within the approved footprint rather than permanently

reclaiming it. Benefits include:

* More complete utilization of existing industrial mineral resources.

* Progressive reduction of exposed fines, mproving long-term Fugitive Dust Manapement.

« Coordination of Progressive Reclamation with resource recovery, satisfying the County’s
long-term reclamation objectives while recavery proceeds.

6. MINOR AMENDMENT TO RECLAMATION PLAN NO. 934

The existing Reclamation Plan established reclamation objectives for the Historical Fines
Stockpile Area following completion of mining. At the time of approval, stockpiled fines had
limited commercial markets. Current markets have changed those circumstances. The proposed
amendment updates the timing and sequencing of reclamation so activities may proceed in
coordination with respousible recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory, while
preserving the County’s previously approved long-term reclamation objectives.

6.1 Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program

Under the Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program for the approximately 54-
acre Histonical Fines Stockpile Area, commercially recoverable resources will be removed before
individual portions of the stockpile area are reclaimed. As recovery progresses, reclamation will
proceed in logical phases. The purpose is not to delay reclamation, but to coordinate it with
Tecovery of resources that remain within the approved operationa! footprint.

As individual poriions are substantially depleted of commercially recoverable material,
reclamation activities are anticipated to include final grading, surface stabilization, erosion
control, preparation of growth media where appropriate, revegetation consistent with the
amended Reclamation Plan; and monitoring of reclaimed areas.

6.2 Conceptual Progressive Reclamation Schedule

Becanse recovery rates will depend upon market demand, production schedules, weather,
operational considerations, and recommendations from environmenta] studies, reclamation will
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be implemented through a flexible phasing program rather than fixed annual acreage
commitments. The following conceptual schedule illustrates the anticipated relationship between
tecovery and reclamation:

| Year

Conwpml Resou'rce Rsmvery Cnm:eptmr} Progressive Reclamntmn
+ Initiate recovery of the Historical Industrial * Begin reclemation of areas where recoverable
: Mineral Inventory. matenal has been substantially exhausted.

- Continue recovery and producutm of a.pproved " Continue Prograeswe Reclamation of « completed

products m response to market dey demand.  TeCOVery areas.

" Complete recovery oF com merclally recoverable Compfete final gmdmg, stabxhzatum,
 resources and prepare remaining areas for [nal - revegetation, and remaining reclamation
re_t_:lamarynn o i actwmes

This schedule is corceptual and may vary depending wpon market demand, production requirements, weather,

environmental study recommendations, operational considerations, and direction from By County. [ts purpose is

0 demonstrate that reclamation will be coordintted with—no! delayed bv—resource recovery.

6.3 Environmental Management Program
The following practices will continue throughout implementation of the amendment:

Fugitive Dust Management: Comprehensive program including water application, two

dedicated water trucks, off-site well and 12,000-gallon storage tank, and magnesium
chloride stabilization where appropriaie.

Vehicle Speed & Stockpile Management: Continued management to reduce dust
generation and exposed fines.

Stormwater Management; Continued existing practices.

Biological Resources Assessment & Air Quality/Fugitive Dust Evaluation: To be
completed and submitted per County schedule; recornmendations incorporated where
appropriate.

Progressive Reclamation: Coordinated with recovery of the Historical Industrial
Mineral Inventory.

7. CONSISTENCY WITH EXISTING COUNTY APPROVALS

The proposed amendment rermains consistent with the previousty approved Conditional Use
Permit, Reclamation Plan, and long-term planning objectives. Specifically, the amendment:

-*

Does not expand the approved operational footprint

Does not establish a new mining operation or substantially change approved mining
methods, processing facilities, or 3ite access.

Maintains the overall character of the existing Industrial Mineral Operation.
Continues implementation of Best Management Practices and Fugitive Dust
Management.

Coordinates Progressive Reclamation with resource recavery while maintaining the
County’s long-term reclamation objectives.

The seven-year extension provides time 10 recover resources already within the approved
footprint; it does not authorize expansion. Recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral
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Inventory utilizes resources that previously had limited commercial markets and remains fully
consistent with continued operation of the existing mine.

9. PROJECT BENEFITS

« No expansion of the approved 75-acre operational foofprint.

» Beneficial utilization of approximately 1,000,000 tons of Historical Industrial Mineral
Inventory.

* Reduced long-term fugitive dust through progressive removal of exposed fines.

« Increased production of natural pozzolan supporting lower-carbon concrete and
sustainable construction.

« Continued progressive reclamation and environmental stewardship.

= Preservation of existing permit conditions and reclamation objectives.

9. REQUESTED ACTION AND CONCLUSION

Based upon the information in this application, together with the previously approved Staff
Report, Notice of Decision, supporting technical documentation, and the Biological Resources
Assessment, Air Quality/Fugitive Dust Evaluation, Financial Assurance documents. maps, and
other exhbits to be submitted, Global Pumice, LLC respectfully requests that the Inyo County
Planning Commission:

Approve the proposed Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5.
Approve the proposed Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 934,

Approve the requested seven-year extension of the approved mine life.

Approve recovery of the Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory within the existing
approved operational footprint.

5. Approve the additional industrial mineral products described in this application.

6. Approve the proposed Resource Recovery and Progressive Reclamation Program.

b=

Public Benefits

Approval will continue operation of an existing lawfully permitted Industrial Mineral Operation
within the approved footprint; allow recovery of approximately 1,000,000 tons of Historical
Industrial Mineral Inventory; support production of additional approved products; reduce long-
term stockpiles; improve long-term Fugitive Dust Management through progressive removal of
exposed fines; coordinate Progressive Reclamation with resource recovery; and promote
complete utilization of resources already located within the approved operational footprint.

Conclusion

The proposed CUP/Reclamation Plan Amendment does not expand the existing approved
operational footprint or fundamentally change the character of the Industrial Mineral Operation.
It updates the County’s existing approvals to recognize changes in industrial mineral markets
while continuning responsible operation of a long-established mine. Global Pumice, LLC
appreciates the opportunity to present this application and [ooks forward to continuing to work
cooperatively with tbe Inyo County Planning Department and Planning Commission.
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APPENDIX INDEX
The following appendices support the proposed Minor Amendment:

Appendix A - Existing Approved Site Maps

Existing CUP Boundary Map, Reclamation Plan Boundary Map, Site Plan, Mining Area Map,
Processing Area Map, Stockpile Area Map, Access Road Map, Aerial Photograph, Topographic
Map, and Assessor’s Parcel Map (as appropriate).

Appendix B — Proposed Minor Amendment Maps

Proposed Minor Amendment Site Plan, Historical Industrial Mineral Inventory Map, 54-acre
Historical Fines Stockpile Area, Resource Recovery Areas, Conceptual Progressive Reclamation
Areas, and related maps demonstrating that no expansion of the approved opetational footprint is

proposed (as appropriate).

Appendix C — Biological Resources Assessment
To be prepared by a qualified biological consultant (existing conditions, vegetation, wildlife
habitat, sensitive species, recommended protection measures and BMPs).

Appendix D — Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation
To be prepared by a qualified air quality consultant (existing conditions, dust sources, evaluation
of existing BMPs, wind conditions, recommended additional measures).

Appendix E — Financial Assurance Documentation
Updated Financial Assurance Cost Estimate, calculation worksheets, and required forms.

Appendix F — Existiog Approvals
Copy of Approval Decision for Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and Amended
Reclamation Plan No. 93-4 (approved July 22, 1998) and Planning Staff Report (July 1998).
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
OIVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION
FACE-1 (06/18) Page 1 of t1__

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE COST ESTIMATE

FOR
GLOBAL PUMICE

(Mine Namaj

CAMineiD# g1. 140003

Olancha Mine - RP # 934
Reclamation Plan #Name

Prepared by: (Name & Affiliation): This financial assurance cost estimate prepared
] and submitted pursuant to (choose ane):
Global Pumice, LLC

PO Box. 174 _ O A new or amended reclamation plan
AppleValley, CA. 32307 approved on (Date):

@ An annual mine inspection perfarned on
{Date):

Date: August 3, 2026 O Other; Please Specify:

Most Recent Approved Financial Assurance Cost Estimate

Date: AUgust 3, 2026

Amount: $ 63,631

Amount of existing Financial Assurance Mechanism(s)

Date: 11-9-2014

Amount: § 35,174.00
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION Attachment D
DIVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION

FAGE-1 {06/18) Page 2 of 11 _

. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
This estimate represents the cosl of conducting and completing reclamation in accordance with the Surface Mining and

Reclamation Act {(SMARA) and the following supporling documents:

Reciamation Plan Approval Date and Number
Olancha Mine Site - RP # 93-4 and CUP # 93-5

Permits and/or Environmental Documents Approved as, or Conditioned upon, the Reclamation
Plan

N/A

Other Agency Financial Assurances Securing Reclamation of Disturbed Lands
N/A

Wage Rates used in Cost Estimate* (cost estmains are required b use curent ‘Genaral prevailing wege deferminations made by
the director of industrial refabons’ where appiicakle (pww.dir.c2. gov/OPRLPWEndex. rim) with employar fabor surchange added, or greatar)

Califomia Prevailing Wage Rates

Equipment Rates used in Cast Estimate® (Use curent ‘Labor Surchame and Equipment Rentat Rales (Cast of Equpment
Cumership) equipmeni sates published by Celirans (hRpAwwa.col. cagowhg/cansinuc/aquipmnt.ptmi) or othar publicly avadeble and verffable focal
rafes}

Caltrans Labor Surcharge & Equipment Rental Rates

Equipment Production Rates used in Cost Estimate (Usoe of curers Caterpiiar Parformance Handbaok or equivatant
putlished production raies /s required) —_
Caterpillar Performance Handbook

* Many mine siles are remole projects that requeirs hours of ravel (fo and from) and sosmelimes requite additional me fo prapare for even the
simpiost of tasks. I accortiance with Labor Gode Sections 1773.1 and 1773 9 contractors are required to make travel andior subsistence (per
diem) paymants to gach worker fo execute the work. These arangements can be quite variabie and sie speciic.

Attachments:
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DIVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION

FACE-1 (06/18) Page 3 of n _

l1. Description of Current Site Conditions
{l.e., disturbed acres, slope conditions, excavation depths, fopsuif and overburden stockpiles, equipment and facilities,

reclamation in progress, emsion conirol stalus, requined coprective ections, elt.) _
Approximately 75 acres disturbed presently in Olancha Mine Site with overall slope angles - 45°,
excavation depths - up to 70 feet.
Overburden stockpiles - up to 40', max lengths - 800", max width - 80°, No surface ponds.
Reclamation grading activity has been continuous as part of our mining operation keeping wall
slopes contoured 3:1 or better, thereby reducing significantly the amount of cutfill at cessation
of mining operations.

We have not yet seeded the reciaimed area amounting to approximately 54 acres which is in
violation of the current CUP and REC plans. The 54 acres cumently consists of fine pumice
waste material that is being re-purposed for use in other concrete product rechnolotgies. Global
Pumice is currently in process of submitting a minor amendment to the current CUP and REC
plans fo:

1. obtain a 7 year extension to continue to mine and extract these re-purposed fines "waste"
materials within the current approved CUP/REC plan footprint.

2. reclaim the 54 acres of old waste pumice and additional 21 acres of disturbance with a
phased

lll. Description of Anticipated Site Conditions {12 months from date of estimate)
{i.e., increase of disfurbed acres, increase of depth, increases in amourd of equipment andfor faciliies. requirad
comrective aclions. efc.)

IV. Description/Justification of Cost Increagse/Decrease.

California prevailing wage rates use and Caltrans Labor Surcharge & Equipment Rental Rates

fadd additione pages as needed}
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V. PLANT STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT REMOVAL (use muttiple sheets as needed)

Prownde dotumentation showing that rates, prices, and wages are available iocally In all persens, including the Jead
agency and/or the Depariment.

Current Site Condition:

The current plant, conveyors systems, crushers and screening systems are all located on level
ground. The removal of this equipment would require dismantling and removal of the crushing
plant, screening plant and conveyor systems. it would require the use of 1 -60 ton crane, 2 -
flatbed haul trucks and 1 - Cat 966K loader. The labor associated with this task was would
require 1 crane operator, 3 general laborers, 2 truck drivers and 1 loader operator.

Reclamation Plan Performance Standard {End Use):

The disturbed mine site area wili be subject to required reclamation guidelines bringing the site
into consistency with the surrounding land uses, but not imited to open space uses for recreation
and wildlife habitat. Upon removal of all piant and equipment, the land area would be prepared
for re-seeding per approved reclamation standard quideiines.

Describe tasks:

Qur mining operating procedures call for continuous on-going reclamation grading to maintain
slope requirements at 3:1 or better slope conditions, thereby eliminating much of the end use
grading requirements. Our on-going reclamation of mine site has substantially decreased the

amount to grading work. Upon cessation of mining activity, we will remove all ptant and
equipment from the mine site.

Equipment on site wholly owned by operator?: ES{INO

{if no, please provide the name/s and contact information for ony fien holder)

{add additional pages as needed)
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Attachment D

V. PLANT STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT REMOVAL (usc muttipls sheets as needed)

Methods to be used:

A. Equipment - List equipment required to complete identified task. For large reclamation projects, separate mine

areas.

Unit of

Equipment Measure $Mnit #ofUnits  Cost(3
1 - 80 ton crane - HTC1060 - Code 4555 tons [190.56 8 1524.48
2 - flatbed haul trucks - 8 rd trips each x 3 hrs

per irip = 48 hrs - Code 5AXL hrs 115.18 48 5528.64
1 - Cat 866K loader - Code 2362K hrs 228.25 8 1826.00
Total Equipment Cost for this Task= 3887912
B. Labor — List all iabor categories to complete identified task
$MHour Cabar E';urcngrgerHr 2of

Labor Category (prevailing vezne) (whers Spplicae) | Hours Cost ($)
1 - crane operator - Group 10 103.10 8 824.80
1 - loader operator - Grouo 25 103.43 8 B827.44
3 - gen. laborers - Teamster Group X - 24 ea 80.07 72 5765.04
2 - truck drivers x hrs/rd trip = 6 hrs x 8 frips 80.07 48 3843.36

Teamster Group X
Tolal Labor Cost for this Task=  § {1260 64
C. Demolition — List all structures and equipment to be dismantled or demolished and rermaved from site
Type of Volume/ Unit Cost  Disposal

Structure/Equipment to be Removed Material Quantity Basis Cost Cost ($)
Crushing Plant steel 1 1500 1500
Screening Plant steel 1 1500 1500
Conveyor System steel 1 1500 1500
Scalee House & Scales wood/ 1 1500 1500

Total Materials Cost for this Task = § 6000 80

D. Total Direct Cost of Structure and Equiprment Remaval (Total A+B+C)
£quipment Costs + Labor Cost + Demvlition Cost = § 26139.7

E. Net Salvage Vaiue* (Supported by properly gregared third party estimate, bid, or cost calcufation.)
’ B Net Salvage Value = 3 22500.0
F.  Total Cost of Structure and Equipment Removal (Subtract Line D from Line E}
Totai Cost of Structure and EquipmentRemoval=3 O

*NOTE: Salvage value may only be used to ofiset the direct cost of removing the single item for which salvage value is being
claimed. Saivage value shall not be used to offset any other demolition, general cleanup, or recltamation costs.
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|lllTI'Illl EQUIPMENT SALES

e LT o T T
18159 MOON SONG COURT

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, 92127-3105

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Phone 858-673-4594

Fax B58-673-8885

Email: richard@voytillaequipment.com

—rr ot |-:—-—.-\-'. o

March 2, 2026

Mr. Thomas Hrubik
Globat Pumice, LLC
P.O.Bax 174

Apple Valley, CA 92307

SUBJECT: Disposal Cost of Mine Site Plant Structures and Equipment and Related Salvage Valus

We have prepared a cost estimate for the disposal of various plant structures and equipment at both
the Global Pumice — Olancha Mine Stte and Southwest Pumice — Makayla 1 Mine Site, located in
Olancha, Califomnia. We have previcusly examined the plant structures and equipment and can
adequately express our opinion of value. We have also included our estimate of Salvage Value for
each plant sits.

GLO Site
Crushing Plant
Screening Plant
Conveyor Systems
Scale House & Scales

Total Disposal Cost  not to exceed $ 5,000 ™
i Salvage Value: $ 22,500.00

SOUTHWEST PUMICE - Makayla 1 Mine Site
Crushing Plant

Screening Plant

Conveyor Systems

Scale House & Scales

Total Disposal Cost: not to exceed $ 5,000 =
Total Salvage Value: $ 22,500.00

** This type of plant and equipment usuallty would be scrapped out to sormeone who would pay the
cost to take the equipment away as part of the salvage operation.

if you have any questions, please call me at 858-673-45%4

Sincerely,

Richard "Dick” Vovtilla
Voytilla Equipment Sales
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Vi. PRIMARY RECLAMATION ACTIVITY

Use mulfiple sheets as necessary fo estimate the cosf of each aclivity required. Provide documentalion showing that rafes,
prices, and wages ara available locally fo the lead agency and/or the Deparfment if necassary.

Current Site Conditions:

Grading of disturbed land areas has approximately 70 acres of disturbed land area, however, due
to our on-going reclamation during operations to maintain slopes and walls o a 3:1 or betier
slope, the remaining grading reclamation upon cessation of operating will be minimal, if any.

Of the 70 acres of disturbed land area, the entire area will need to be re-seeded based upon
planned phasing as this disturbed area presently contains a huge volume of fines considered
waste material from mining activities. Global Pumice is repurposing this waste materials into a
saleable product to be used in the concrete industry based upon new technology advances

Reclamation Plan Performance Standard (End Use):

Ail land areas will be contoured with a finished 3:1 slope index and leveled to match the existing
topography where possible and maintain the topographic features of the surrounding land area.

Describe tasks, methods, equipment, etc.:
Decompaction, ai, fill, haul, slope reduction, compaciion, grading, topsoil placemerit, drainage work, sail amendments,
Special requirernents, elc. Separate sheels may be used for each task if necessary.

All disturbed areas will have been mined out leaving apen pits that are being filled on a
continuous on-going basis during the current mining operations and at the cessation of mining
activities, all land area that were disturbed will be properly seeded as noted above, and
monitored and maintained for a period of 5 years following completion of reclamation re-seeding.
All natural drainage flow patterns will be monitored and maintained to their original flow patterns.

Provide quantities:

Overburden and topsoll, cut and fill, import or export (cubic yards), area (acres), hawt distarnces (feet), aquipment

production rates (cubic yards/our, or as appiicable), efc.
We anticipate production rates if any remaining cutfill is required at 1850 CY/HR can be
achieved
using the D9 Dozer to compiete any regrading and moving fill into the pit areas and contoured to
the desired 3:1 slope index.

{add additional pagses as needed}
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V1. PRIMARY RECLAMATION ACTIVITY (_fégard mine site, if needed
{ Describe Reclamation Activily Being Estimated)

} (use multinle sheels as neaded)

[ Acres: 75 Overburden (cy): | £6_oov
Haul Distance (ft): Sees ' Topsail (ey): {0,980
Production Rate (cy/hr): | ¥Se c..‘f_'mg_
Methods to be used:
A Equipment — List aquipment required to complete identified fask. For large reclamation projects, separate
mine areas.
Unit of
Equipment Measure $/Unit #of Units  Cost {8)
1- D8 Dozer - Code 5175 hrs 307.87 8 2462.96
1 - Water Truck - Code 60 hrs 101.56 8 812.48
Total Equipment Cost for this Task = §3275.44
B Labor — List all labor categories to complete identified task
Tabor
Labar Category ootour (n::rme) #ofHours  Cost ($)
(erter % of wage)
1 - Dozer Qoerator - Group 25 103.43 8 B27.44
1 - Water Truck Operator - Teamster - Group X|  80.07 8 640.56
Total Labor Cost for this Task = $ 1468.00
C. Materials — List all materials required to complete identified task
Itern $/Unit oalestax "] Quantity  Cost($)
Diesel Fuel for Dozer & Water Truck - Gallons 6.00 300 1800.00
Total Materials Cost for this Task = ¢ 1800.00

D. Total Direct Cost for this Task

Equipment Costs + Labor Cost + Materials Cost=  § 6543.44
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Vil. REVEGETATION (use muttiple sheefs as needed)
Provide docurmentation showing that rales, prices, and wages are aveifabie locally to aff persons, including the Jead
agency and/or the Deparfment.

Current Site Condition:

The 75 acre Olancha disturbed mine site area witl be re-seeded per a phasing schedule that is
outlined in a proposed minor amendment to the current CUP/REC pian being submitted by
Global Pumice for inyo County Planning Commission review and approval. Approximately 54
acres of the 75 acres are covered and stockpiled with pumice fines or “waste material” produced
as part of the crushing and screeing mining operations. This waste material has accumulated
over the past 25-40 years and is now being repurposed into a saleabe product that can be sold
and used in the concrete industry due to new technolgical advances in that industry. As this
repurposed waste material is removed off-site in phases per the proposed minor amendment to
the existing REC plan, Global Pumice will begin to re-seed and revegetate the disturbed areas,
up and until all 75 acres have been properly re-seeded, monitored and maintained for a 5 year
period following the cessation of mining activities.

Reclamation Plan Performance Standard (End Use):

Broadcast seeding via the use of a hydro-seed machine will be utilized to meet the successful
percerntage of required growth as determined by ongoing monitoring. An approved seed mix
native to the Owens Valley area will be used and would expect to achieve a natural growth rate
and normalization of tand habitat within a 5 year period.

Describe tasks:

The disturbed area will- be décompacted and scarified in phases as outlined above using a Case
550 tractor and a broadcast hydro-seedet machine untif the entire 7% acres of disturbed area has
been propertly remediated.

(add addifional pages a3 ngeded)
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Vi, REVEGETATION (use mudtiple sheets as needed)

Attachment D

Methods to be used:
A Equipment - List equipment required fo complete identified task. For large reclamation projects, separate
mine areas.
_ Unit of
Equipment Measure $/Unit #ofUnits  Cost (§)
1 - Hvdro-seed machine rental 5 davs 600 1 3000.00
1 - Case 550 tractor - decompactor/scarifv. 5 days 43.38 40 1735.20
Code 2000
Total Equipment Cost for this Task= _$ 473520
B. Labeor — List afl iabor categonies to complets identified task.
Labor
Surchargetr
Labor Category SHour {""f:;fp«‘wmbf} #ofHours  Cost ($)
1 - landscape - hvdro-seed laborer 74.21 40 PARR 40
Caltrans rate schedule-SC-102-X-14-2026-1A
1 Case Tractor Operator - Group 8 101.64 40 4065.60
1 - general |aborer per Teamster - Group X 80.07 40 3202.80
Total Labor Cost for this Task = $10236.10
C. Materials ~ List all materials required to complete ideniified task
i [ Salestax |
Item/Plant Species e SUNt | o | Quaniy  Cost(®)
Diesel Fuel - Case Tractor aal 6.00 | 250 | 1.500.00
Seed Mix - Owens Vallev Species | 11.940.18
per attached quote - 1-26-2026 [
75 acres l
Total Materials Cost for this Task = $13440 1%
D. Total Direct Cost for this Task
Equipment Costs + Labor Cost + Materiais Cost = $28413.43%




gran ite~ QUOTEhment D Quote Dt
WwoOEED ﬁ

and arosion cantrol
Crota Number: 833099

a NatwaSend Frous sopary

{pinate show this number on all payments)

Project Giobal Pumice

So T Wll Cali
817 Highway 88 Cash A-G

Gardnerville, NV 884860

[Terms: Customer P.O. Ordered By: Phone Numbar: Customer Number:
Cash CS8R763
hipper: Fraight: PrepaidiCollect |FOR: les Rep: Date Shipped:
VWil Gall Eric #einer
Quantity Shipped
Pricing PLS Bulk Description Variety Price Total
= MDL # 322273 Area 1 ™
Sperohalus aimides
Buik ¥ 8.75 B7s Alkat ton VNS
Ambrosk dumasa
Bulk # 25.00 25.00 Whae bursage VNS
Eriogonum fasciculatum
Buk # 8000  BOD0 apmmia buckwheat VNS
Alriplex canescens
Bulk # 50.00 50.00 Fourwing saltbush VNS
. Alriplex potycarpa
Bulk # 50.0D0 50.00 catfle salibsh VNS
Arriplex confertifolia
Buik # 25.00 2500 Shadscake sathush VNS
Encefia farnoss
Bulk # 12.50 12.50 Brittebugh
Sphaemalces ambigua
22T Desatgiotemalow
Please read the reverse side of this form corefully. The terms and conditions of sole set forth on both 3 sisforaTConstitute the entice

agreement between Sefler ond Buyer. All purchases of products by Buyer shall be governed and subject te the terms ond conditions of sale set forth
on the reverse side hereof, os in effert from time to time, ond nothing contained in any product order of buyer shall in any wey modify such terms
ond conditions of sale or add any sdditional terms and conditions unfess agreed upont in wiiting by a corporate offiter of NativeSeed Holdings and
it’s subsidiarivs. Any cdditionni ar inconsistent terms and conditions of eny product order of Buyer shall be deemed stricken from such arder and
egalpduct order shall be deern=d to incorparate olf of these tsrms and condtions of sdle. Acceptance by Buyer of these terms ond conditlons is
mhowledgad by either {1) Buyer's signature set forth berein, or (2) receipt by Buyer of defivery of the products described hera in and failure by
Buyer to retum such producis within five {5) doys following such delivery.
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SSEED

and erosion conteoi

¥ teeBeed Froog cavvpany

Notes:

Amount Due: $3,880.06

ENVIRONMENTAL SEEDS WEST LLC
P.O. Box 10475
Pasedena, CA 811894715

Effective March 1, 2025, Section 5 of our Terms and
Conditions will be enforced, applying a 1.5% monthly Jate
fee on all overdue payments.

Quote Number 838099

{please show this number on all paymants)

Froject: Global Pumice

Subtotai: 3,980.66
Froight: 0.00
Sales Tax: ding

GRAND TOTAL:

—— -

BLEASE PAY FER INVOIDE. NG STATEME)

$ 3,980.06

13577207

Please read the reverse side of this form corefully. The terms ond canditions of saie set forth en botk sides of this form constitine the entire
agreement between Seller and Buyer. A purchases of products by Buyer sholl be goverped and subject to the terrns und conditions of sole set forth
an the reverse side hereof, s in gffect from tme to time, and nothing contained in ony product order of buyer shalf in any way modify such terms
and canditions of swle or add any additional terms and conditions unless agreed ypan In writing by a corporate officer of NativeScad Holdings and
it's subsidiarivs. Any odditional or incansistent terms and conditions of ony product order of Buyer shalf be deemed stricken from such arder and
eapfoduct order shail be deemed to micorporate il of these terms and conditions of sole. Acceptonce by Buyer of these terms and conditions {s
ccknowfedged by eitner (1) Buyer's sgnature set forth hensn, or {2} receipt by Suyer of deifvery of the products described here iy ond fofure by

Buyer to retum such products within fve (S} days follovwing such delivery,




State of Califomia
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION Attachment D

DIVISION OF MINE RECLAMATION
FACE-1 (08/18) Page s¢_of

Vill. MISCELLANEOUS COSTS (use muttiple sheets as needed)
Pruvide documeniation showing that rales, prices, and wages are availabls locally to all persons, including the Jeed
agency and/or the Department.

Examples of this type of cost may include temporary storage of equipment and materials off site, special one-time
permits (i.e. fransportation permits for extra wide overwaight loads, etc.), decommissioning a pracess mill (l.e
decontamination of equipment), disposal of warehause inventories, weil abandonment. remediation of fueling and
waste oil storage sites, septic system removal, costs t0 prepare closure and monitoring reports, site security,
preserving patable water and maintaining utiiities, etc.

ftem / Task Quantity $/Unit Cost ($)
2 - Transport flatbed trucks to move inviit dozerfloader 16 87.68 1402.88
{ 8 hrs per truck) - Teamster - Group 8 16 101.64 | 1626.24

+___.].___4._

3029.12
Total Miscellaneous Costs= %

IX. MONITORING COSTS

#of
# of Monitoring
Manitoring Task $/Visit  Visits/Year Years Cost ($)
SMARA - Monitoring Insspections - Olancha 500 2 1 1000
500 1 4 2000

Total Monitoring Costs = $ 3000,00
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X. SUMMARY OF COSTS
This section shall be used to summarize all the cost sheets in one place.

(V) Total of all Plant Structures & Equipment Removal Costs $ nn
(V1) Total of all Primary Reclamation Activities Costs 3 §543.44
(W) Total of all Revegetation Costs $ 2841348
(VHl)Total of all Miscellaneous Costs $ 3029.12
(IX) Total of all Monitoring Costs $ 20400 o

Totat of Direct Costs $ 40986.04

Xl. Supervision / Profit & Overhead / Contingencies / Mobilization

(A) Supervision (10 %) g 4098.60

(B) ProfitOverhead ( 19 %) §  4098.60
(C) Contingencies (10 %) ¢ 4098.60
(D) Mobitization (_ %) §  2049.30

Total of Indirect Costs §  14345.10
Total of Direct and Indirect Costs § 9900 1.14

(E)Lead Agency and/or Dept. of Conservation Administrative Costs §  8299.67

Total Estimated Cost of Reclamation $ 63630.81




Attachment E

STIPULATION AGREEMENT

STIPULATED ORDER TO COMPLY AND SCHEDULE FOR SUBMISSION OF
SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION MATERIALS

Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan Neo. 93-4

Global Pumice, LLC - Industrial Mineral Operation

Olancha, Inyo County, California

Mine 1D No. 95-14-0003

This Stipulation Agreement ("Stipulation™} is cntered into by and between Global Pumice, LLC {"Applicant") and the
Inyo County Planning Department ("County") regarding the Applicant's Minor Amendment Application for Amended
Conditional Use Permit No. 93-3 and Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, submitted to the County on

August 6, 2026.

For purposes of the County's proposed revisions, this document is intended to serve as a Stipulated Order to Comply
("Stipulated Order") between Global Pumice, LLC {"Operator") and the County of Inyo ("County"), as L.ead Agency
under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act ("SMARA™), pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2774.1(2)(2).
This Stipulated Order is subject to approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Applicant has submitted the above-referenced applications to initiate the County’s review of the proposed
Minor Amendments; and

WHEREAS, the County previously notified the Operator of violations associated with the surface mining operation and
directed the Qperator 10 take corrective action; and

WHEREAS, the Operator submitted applications on August 6, 2026, seeking amendments lo CUP 93-3 and Reclamation
Plan 93-4, including an extension of the operating period, recovery and removal of existing historic stockpiled fines, and
authorization of additional industrial mineral products; and

WHEREAS, additional information and materials are required before the County can determine that the Reclamation
Plan amendment application is complete; and
WHEREAS, the County has determined that correction of the noticed violation(s) is expected to requirc more than 30

days because completion of the necessary application materials and applicable County, environmental, SMARA, financial
assurance, and public hearing processes cannot reasonably be completed within 30 days; and

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code section 2774.1(a)(2) authorizes a lead agency and operator to enter into a stipulated
order to comply when correction of a noticed violation will exceed 30 days and requires the stipulated order to include a
schedule and time for compliance that the lead agency determines is reasonable after considering the actions and legal
processes required to correct the violation;

NOW, THEREFORE, subject (o approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission, the parties stipulate as follows:

1. Property Owner Authorization

Applicant shall obtain the required wrilten authorization and signatures from the owner(s) of the subject property for the
Minor Amendment Applications within thirty (30) calendar days following- The effective date of this Stipulated Order.
The Operator shall also provide required documentation concerning property ownership and mincral rights ownecrship, as
applicable.

2. Biological Resources Assessment and Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation

Applicant shall retain qualified consultants to prepare and submit the following technical studies:
= Binlogical Resources Assessment.
+ Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation.

Applicant shall submit these studies within ninety (30 ays following the effective dale of this Stipulated Order.

I circumstances outside the Operator's reasonable control prevent completion within the required period, the Opcrator
shall submit a wrilten request for an extension before expiration of the deadline. The request shall identify the outstanding
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work, work completed to date, the reason additional time is nccessary, and a proposed date cerlain for completion. Any
extension shall require written approval by the County.

3. Revisions to Maps

Within thirty (30} calendar days following the effective date of this Stipulated Order, the Operator shall submit updated
Minc Plan and Reclamation Plan maps mecting applicable County and SMARA requirements. The maps shall
incorporate the activities proposed by the pending amendments and contain the information required by the County's
applicable reclamation plan submittal requircments,

4. Additional Information Requested by the County

Applicant agrees to provide any additional information, documents, ot supporting materials reasonably (or materially)
relatcd o the application requested by the County in writing within thirty (30) calendar days following such request unless
the County establishes a different recasonable deadline based upon the nature or complexity of the requested information.
Any requcst for additional time shall be submitted in writing before expiration of the applicable deadline and shall be
subject to written Counly approval. The Operator shall additionally submit revised Reclamation Plan text incorporating the

proposed amendments and an indexed contents chart identifying where applicable SMARA requirements are addressedS.
Processing of Applications

The County may receive, review, and comment upon application materials while the Operator completes the
requirements of this Stipulated Order. Such review does not constitute a determination that either application is complete
or an agreement by the County to commence formal processing of an incomplete Reclamation Plan amendment.

For administrative purposes, the County acknow!ledges that the applications werc submitted on August 6, 2026, and that
the supplemental matcrials identified in this Stipulation shall becomc part of the administrative record upon their
submission. Acknowledgment of the August 6, 2026 submittal dale shall not constitute a determination that the
applications were complete on that date.

The partics acknowledge that this Stipulation is intended to cstabiish a schedule for correction of the violations previously
identified by the County while the Operator pursues the approvals necessary to bring the operation into compliance.
Nothing contained herein constitutes approval of the pending applications, approval of environmental review, approval of
a Financial Assurance Cost Estimate, certification of compliance with SMARA, or authorization for surface mining
activities not otherwise lawfully authorized.

Applicant agrees to diligently pursuc completion of all supplemental materials identified herein, The Ogerator
acknowledges that submission or processing of the amendment applications does not,
by itself, correct the underlying violations, extend an expired authorization, or authorize continued surface mining.

6, Good Faith Cooperation

The parlies agree to continue working cooperatively and in good faith throughout the review process to complete the
administrative record and facilitate limely consideration of the requested Minor Amendments. Nothing in this section
alters the deadlines or compliance obligations established by this Stipulated Order,

1. Surface Mining During Compliance Period

Nothing in this Stipulated Order authorizes surface mining activities that are not otherwise authorized under a valid
County permit or other applicable approval, Neither this Stipulated Order nor the County's receipt or review of the
pending applications constitutes authorization for the proposed extension of mining operations, recovery or removal of
historic [ines, production of additional industrial mincral products, or other activities requiring approval of the pending
amendmcents.

8. Financial Assurance

The Operator shall maintain financial assurances as required by SMARA and shall submit a Financial Assurance Cost
Estimate that accurately reflects the reclamation obligations associated with the operation and proposed amended
Reclamation Plan. Nothing in this Stipulated Order constitutes approval of the submitted FACE.

9. Final Compliance

Submission of the amendment applications or supplemental materials shall not, by itsell, constitute correction of the
violations addressed by this Stipulated Order. Compliance shall require either: (2) oblaining all required approvals
necessary to lawfully continue the surface mining operation and thereafter operating in accordance with those approvals;

DRAFT - FOR COUNTY COUNSEL REVIEWY Fage 2
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or (b) if the required approvais are denied, withdrawa, abandoned, or not diligently pursued. ceasing unauthorized surface
mining activitics and commencing reclamation in accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan and applicabie County

requirements,

10. Failure to Comply

Failure to comply with a deadfine or other requirement estabiished by this Stipulated Order, absent a written extension
authorized by the County. may result in further enforcement pursuant to SMARA and cther applicabie law.

11, Entire Agreement and Modification

This Stipulation constitutes the eutire agrecment between the parties coneerning the compliance matters addressed herein.
Any material amendment or modification shall be in writing and shall be subject to the approvai required by applieable
County procedures,

12. Effective Date

This Stipulation shall become effective upon approval by the tnyo County Planning

Commission and execution by the authorized representatives of the County and Operator and shall remain in effect until
the County determines that the corrective actions required by this Stipulated Order have been completed or until the
Stipulated Order is otherwise modilied. superseded, or terminated in accordance with applicable law.

Following approval and execution, the Courty shall transmil the Stipulated Order to the Division of Mine Reclamation as
required by SMARA,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Stipulation Agreement as of the dates set forth below.
GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC
By:

Thomas A. Hrubik
President

Date:

APPROYED BY THE INYO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Date of Approval:
Resolution No.:

COUNTY OF INYO

By:
Name/Title:

Date:

DRAFT - FOR COUNTY COUNSEL REVIEW Page 3
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STIPULATION AGREEMENT

STIPULATED ORDER TO COMPLY AND SCHEDULE FOR SUBMISSION OF
SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION MATERIALS

Minor Amendment to Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5
Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4

Global Pumice, LLC - Industrial Mineral Operation

Olancha, Inyo County, California

Mine ID No. 91-14-0003

This Stipulation Agreement ("Stipulation") is entered into by and between Global Pumice, LLC ("Applicant") and the
Inyo County Planning Department ("County") regarding the Applicant's Minor Amendment Application for Amended
Conditional Use Permit No. 93-5 and Minor Amendment to Reclamation Plan No. 93-4, submitted to the County on
August 6, 2026.

For purposes of the County's proposed revisions, this document is intended to serve as a Stipulated Order to Comply
("Stipulated Order") between Global Pumice, LLC ("Operator") and the County of Inyo ("County"), as Lead Agency
under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act ("SMARA"), pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2774.1(a)(2).
This Stipulated Order is subject to approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Applicant has submitted the above-referenced applications to initiate the County's review of the proposed
Minor Amendments; and

WHEREAS, the County previously notified the Operator of violations associated with the surface mining operation and
directed the Operator to take corrective action; and

WHEREAS, the Operator submitted applications on August 6, 2026, seeking amendments to CUP 93-5 and Reclamation
Plan 93-4, including an extension of the operating period, recovery and removal of existing historic stockpiled fines, and
authorization of additional industrial mineral products; and

WHEREAS, additional information and materials are required before the County can determine that the Reclamation
Plan amendment application is complete; and

WHEREAS, the County has determined that correction of the noticed violation(s) is expected to require more than 30
days because completion of the necessary application materials and applicable County, environmental, SMARA, financial
assurance, and public hearing processes cannot reasonably be completed within 30 days; and

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code section 2774.1(a)(2) authorizes a lead agency and operator to enter into a stipulated
order to comply when correction of a noticed violation will exceed 30 days and requires the stipulated order to include a
schedule and time for compliance that the lead agency determines is reasonable after considering the actions and legal
processes required to correct the violation;

NOW, THEREFORE, subject to approval by the Inyo County Planning Commission, the parties stipulate as follows:

1. Property Owner Authorization

Applicant shall obtain the required written authorization and signatures from the owner(s) of the subject property for the
Minor Amendment Applications within thirty (30) calendar days following- The effective date of this Stipulated Order.
The Operator shall also provide required documentation concerning property ownership and mineral rights ownership, as
applicable.

2. Biological Resources Assessment and Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation

Applicant shall retain qualified consultants to prepare and submit the following technical studies:
* Biological Resources Assessment.
* Air Quality / Fugitive Dust Evaluation.

Applicant shall submit these studies within ninety (90) calendar days following the effective date of this Stipulated Order.

If circumstances outside the Operator's reasonable control prevent completion within the required period, the Operator
shall submit a written request for an extension before expiration of the deadline. The request shall identify the outstanding
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work, work completed to date, the reason additional time is necessary, and a proposed date certain for completion. Any
extension shall require written approval by the County.

3. Revisions to Maps

Within thirty (30) calendar days following the effective date of this Stipulated Order, the Operator shall submit updated
Mine Plan and Reclamation Plan maps meeting applicable County and SMARA requirements. The maps shall
incorporate the activities proposed by the pending amendments and contain the information required by the County's
applicable reclamation plan submittal requirements.

4. Additional Information Requested by the County

Applicant agrees to provide any additional information, documents, or supporting materials reasonably (or materially)
related to the application requested by the County in writing within thirty (30) calendar days following such request unless
the County establishes a different reasonable deadline based upon the nature or complexity of the requested information.
Any request for additional time shall be submitted in writing before expiration of the applicable deadline and shall be
subject to written County approval. The Operator shall additionally submit revised Reclamation Plan text incorporating the

proposed amendments and an indexed contents chart identifying where applicable SMARA requirements are addressedS.

Processing of Applications

The County may receive, review, and comment upon application materials while the Operator completes the
requirements of this Stipulated Order. Such review does not constitute a determination that either application is complete
or an agreement by the County to commence formal processing of an incomplete Reclamation Plan amendment.

For administrative purposes, the County acknowledges that the applications were submitted on August 6, 2026, and that
the supplemental materials identified in this Stipulation shall become part of the administrative record upon their
submission. Acknowledgment of the August 6, 2026 submittal date shall not constitute a determination that the
applications were complete on that date.

The parties acknowledge that this Stipulation is intended to establish a schedule for correction of the violations previously
identified by the County while the Operator pursues the approvals necessary to bring the operation into compliance.
Nothing contained herein constitutes approval of the pending applications, approval of environmental review, approval of
a Financial Assurance Cost Estimate, certification of compliance with SMARA, or authorization for surface mining
activities not otherwise lawfully authorized.

Applicant agrees to diligently pursue completion of all supplemental materials identified herein, The Operator
acknowledges that submission or processing of the amendment applications does not,
by itself, correct the underlying violations, extend an expired authorization, or authorize continued surface mining.

6. Good Faith Cooperation

The parties agree to continue working cooperatively and in good faith throughout the review process to complete the
administrative record and facilitate timely consideration of the requested Minor Amendments. Nothing in this section
alters the deadlines or compliance obligations established by this Stipulated Order.

7. Surface Mining During Compliance Period

Nothing in this Stipulated Order authorizes surface mining activities that are not otherwise authorized under a valid
County permit or other applicable approval. Neither this Stipulated Order nor the County's receipt or review of the
pending applications constitutes authorization for the proposed extension of mining operations, recovery or removal of
historic fines, production of additional industrial mineral products, or other activities requiring approval of the pending
amendments.

8. Financial Assurance

The Operator shall maintain financial assurances as required by SMARA and shall submit a Financial Assurance Cost
Estimate that accurately reflects the reclamation obligations associated with the operation and proposed amended
Reclamation Plan. Nothing in this Stipulated Order constitutes approval of the submitted FACE.

9. Final Compliance

Submission of the amendment applications or supplemental materials shall not, by itself, constitute correction of the
violations addressed by this Stipulated Order. Compliance shall require either: (a) obtaining all required approvals
necessary to lawfully continue the surface mining operation and thereafter operating in accordance with those approvals;
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or (b) if the required approvals are denied, withdrawn, abandoned, or not diligently pursued, ceasing unauthorized surface
mining activities and commencing reclamation in accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan and applicable County
requirements.

10. Failure to Comply

Failure to comply with a deadline or other requirement established by this Stipulated Order, absent a written extension
authorized by the County, may result in further enforcement pursuant to SMARA and other applicable law.

11. Entire Agreement and Modification

This Stipulation constitutes the entire agreement between the parties concerning the compliance matters addressed herein.
Any material amendment or modification shall be in writing and shall be subject to the approval required by applicable
County procedures.

12. Effective Date

This Stipulation shall become effective upon approval by the Inyo County Planning

Commission and execution by the authorized representatives of the County and Operator and shall remain in effect until
the County determines that the corrective actions required by this Stipulated Order have been completed or until the
Stipulated Order is otherwise modified, superseded, or terminated in accordance with applicable law.

Following approval and execution, the County shall transmit the Stipulated Order to the Division of Mine Reclamation as
required by SMARA.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Stipulation Agreement as of the dates set forth below.
GLOBAL PUMICE, LLC
By:

Thomas A. Hrubik
President

Date:

APPROVED BY THE INYO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Date of Approval:
Resolution No.:

COUNTY OF INYO

By:
Name/Title:

Date:
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