Planning Department Phone: (760) 878-0263
168 North Edwards Street FAX:  (760) 878-0382
Post Office Drawer L E-Mail: inyoplanning@
Independence, California 93526 Inyocounty.us

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 6 (Action Item — Public Hearing)

PLANNING COMMISSION October 27, 2026
MEETING DATE:

SUBJECT: Amendment to Reclamation Plan 1996-10
New Death Valley Junction MS#286A
California Department of Transportation.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has submitted an application to
amend the approved Reclamation Plan for Material Site #286A (Mine ID 91-14-0046),
commonly known as the New Death Valley Junction Material Site. The material site is
located on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land approximately 5.5 miles west of
Death Valley Junction along State Route 190. The proposed amendment would extend
the approved reclamation plan through 2046 to allow Caltrans to continue using the site
as a source of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road
construction projects within the region. The amendment maintains an estimated annual
production of approximately 7,500 cubic yards and a maximum extraction volume of
150,000 cubic yards over the extended life of the operation. The amended reclamation
plan also updates the revegetation component of the plan by incorporating a site-specific
native seed mix developed from a 2026 vegetation survey while maintaining the post-
mining land use as open space and wildlife habitat. Upon completion of mining, the site
will be reclaimed in accordance with the approved reclamation plan and applicable
SMARA performance standards

PROJECT INFORMATION.

Supervisory District: 5

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
Property Owner: Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

Site Address/ The project is located approximately 5.5 miles west of Death Valley
Junction, south side of SR 190 near PM 135.5.



Community: Death Valley Junction

A.P.N.: 043-070-03

General Plan: State and Federal Lands (SFL)

Zoning: Open Space (OS)

Size of Parcel: Approximately 5,962.48-acres

Surrounding Land Use:

Location: | Use:

Gen. Plan Designation

Zoning

Site Mine State and Federal Lands Open Space - 40 acre minimum
(SFL) (0S-40)
North Vacant/Open State and Federal Lands | Open Space - 40 acre minimum
Space (SFL) (0S-40)
East Vacant/Open Space | State and Federal Lands Open Space - 40 acre minimum
(SFL) (0S-40)
South Vacant/Open Space | State and Federal Lands Open Space - 40 acre minimum
(SFL) (0S-40)
West Vacant/Open State and Federal Lands | Open Space - 40 acre minimum
Space (SFL) (0S-40)

Staff Recommended Action:

Alternatives:

Project Planner:

1) Approve the Amendment to Reclamation
Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction MS #286A,
Caltrans, with the Findings and Conditions as
identified in the Staff Report and find the project
is exempt under CEQA.

1.)Deny Amendment to Reclamation Plan 1996-10
Death Valley Junction Material Site #286A.
Caltrans, thereby not allowing the applicant to
update its Reclamation Plan, or move forward with
the closure of the site

2.) Approve the Amendment Reclamation Plan
1996-10 Death Valley Junction Material Site
#286A. Caltrans with additional Conditions of
Approval.

3.) Continue the public hearing to a future date and
provide specific direction to staff regarding what
additional information and analysis is needed.

Ryan Standridge, Associate Planner




STAFF ANALYSIS

Background and Overview

In 1997, Caltrans prepared Reclamation Plan #96-10 for Material Site #286A (Mine 1D
91-14-0046), also known as the New Death Valley Junction Material Site. The plan
identified an approximately 7.7-acre site on BLM-administered land, with approximately
7.2 acres identified for intermittent extraction of sand and gravel for road maintenance
and construction. The plan anticipated approximately 150,000 cubic yards of material
extraction over a 20-year period and reclamation of the site to open space and wildlife
habitat. On June 25, 1997, the Inyo County Planning Commission approved Reclamation
Plan #96-10 subject to Conditions of Approval.

Caltrans has now submitted an amendment to extend the term of Reclamation Plan #96-
10 through 2046 to correspond with its anticipated continued use of Material Site #286A,
subject to applicable BLM authorization. Caltrans anticipates removal of approximately
7,500 cubic yards of material annually, not to exceed 150,000 cubic yards over the
extended 20-year period. Material would continue to be used primarily for emergency
road repair and highway maintenance, with potential use for road construction.

The proposed amendment does not expand the existing disturbance area, increase the
established excavation depth, or change the approved post-mining land use. The
amendment also updates the revegetation provisions based on vegetation surveys
conducted in 2026, including incorporation of a site-specific native seed mix.
Reclamation would continue to return disturbed areas to open space and wildlife habitat
through recontouring, decompaction, replacement of salvaged growth media,
revegetation with native species, and implementation of erosion-control measures.

Inyo County Code

Surface Mining and Land Reclamation in Inyo County are governed by Chapter 7.70 of
the Inyo County Code which incorporates California’s Surface Mining and Reclamation
Act of 1975 (“SMARA”, Public Resource Code Section [PRC] 271 et seq. and California
Code of Regulations Section 3500 et seq.). The County is the “lead agency” (ref. PRC
Section 2728) with State Mining and Geology Board-certified Surface Mining and
Reclamation Ordinance (ref. PRC Section 2774.)

General Plan Consistency

The project site is designated State and Federal Lands (SFL) by the Inyo County General
Plan. The SFL designation recognizes lands under State or federal ownership and allows
resource-related uses consistent with the requirements of the applicable land management
agency. The project site is located on land administered by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and continued mining is subject to applicable BLM authorization
and the requirements of the approved Reclamation Plan. The proposed amendment is
consistent with the General Plan's goals and policies for mineral resources. Section 8.4.4
of the General Plan identifies the objective of protecting the current and future extraction
of mineral resources important to the County's economy while minimizing impacts to the




public and the environment. The proposed amendment would allow continued
intermittent extraction of sand and gravel from the existing Caltrans material site for
highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road construction while maintaining
reclamation requirements for the site

Zoning Ordinance Consistency

The project site is zoned Open Space (OS) under the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance. The
OS district allows mining and the processing of natural resources as a conditional use.
The existing Caltrans material site has historically been used for the intermittent
extraction of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road
construction.

The proposed amendment would extend the operational life of Material Site #286A
through 2046 and update the reclamation provisions, including the revegetation
requirements. The amendment does not propose an expansion of the existing disturbance
area or a change in the established mining depth or post-mining land use.

Upon completion of mining, the site would be reclaimed in accordance with the
Reclamation Plan to a post-mining use of open space and wildlife habitat. The proposed
continued mining and subsequent reclamation are therefore consistent with the uses
contemplated within the Open Space .

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The proposed amendment is categorically exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1).
Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site used intermittently for the
extraction of sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road
construction. The amendment would extend the operational term through 2046 and
update reclamation and revegetation provisions. It does not propose an expansion of the
existing disturbance area, an increase in the established mining depth, or a change in the
existing use or ultimate reclaimed land use. Therefore, the amendment involves
negligible or no expansion of the existing use. Staff has reviewed the exceptions to
categorical exemptions under CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 and found no evidence that an
exception applies that would preclude use of the Class 1 categorical exemption.

NOTICING & REVIEW

Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction MS#286A California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) was noticed in the Inyo Register and sent to all
property owners within 300 feet of the project ten days before the Planning Commission
Hearing. No public comments have been received to date.

RECOMMENDATION

Planning Department staff recommends the approval of the Amendment to Reclamation
Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction MS#286A, California Department of Transportation
with the following Findings and Conditions of Approval:



FINDINGS

1. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan #96-10 is exempt under CEQA
Guidelines 15301, Existing Facilities — Class 1 and the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act have been satisfied.
[Evidence Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site used
intermittently for the extraction of sand and gravel for highway maintenance,
emergency repairs, and road construction. The amendment extends the term of
Reclamation Plan #96-10 through 2046 and updates reclamation and revegetation
provisions. The amendment does not propose an expansion of the existing disturbance
area, an increase in the established excavation depth, or a change in the existing use
or ultimate reclaimed land use. Therefore, the amendment involves negligible or no
expansion of the existing use. Staff reviewed the exceptions to categorical exemptions
under CEQA Guidelines 815300.2 and found no evidence that an exception applies
that would preclude use of the Class 1 categorical exemption..].

2. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction

MS#286A CALTRANS is consistent with the Inyo County General Plan Land Use
designation of State and Federal Land (SFL).
[Evidence: The project site is located on land administered by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and is designated State and Federal Lands (SFL) by the Inyo
County General Plan. The SFL designation recognizes lands under State or federal
ownership and allows resource-related uses consistent with the requirements of the
applicable land management agency. Continued use of Material Site #286A is subject
to applicable BLM authorization and the requirements of the approved Reclamation
Plan. General Plan Section 8.4.4 establishes the objective of protecting the current
and future extraction of mineral resources important to the County's economy while
minimizing impacts to the public and the environment. The amendment extends the
term of Reclamation Plan #96-10 through 2046 and maintains reclamation of the site
to the approved post-mining land use of open space and wildlife habitat.]

3. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction
MS#286A CALTRANS is consistent with the Inyo County Zoning Ordinance, which
permits “Mining Uses” as a Conditional Use in the Open Space Zoning District.
[Evidence: The project site is zoned Open Space — 40-acre minimum (OS-40). The
Open Space zoning district provides for mining and the processing of natural
resources as a conditional use. Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material
site located on BLM-administered land and has historically been used for the
intermittent extraction of sand and gravel. The proposed amendment does not expand
the existing disturbance area, increase the established excavation depth, or change
the approved post-mining land use. Upon completion of mining, the disturbed area
will be reclaimed to open space and wildlife habitat in accordance with Reclamation
Plan #96-10, as amended.]

4. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction
MS#286A, CALTRANS is necessary or desirable.



[Evidence: Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site that provides
sand and gravel for highway maintenance, emergency repairs, and road construction
in the Death Valley region. The amendment extends the term of Reclamation Plan
#96-10 through 2046 to correspond with Caltrans' anticipated continued use of the
existing material site, subject to applicable BLM authorization. The amendment also
updates the reclamation and revegetation provisions while maintaining the existing
disturbance limits, established excavation depth, and approved post-mining land use
of open space and wildlife habitat. The amendment therefore provides for continued
implementation of an approved reclamation plan consistent with applicable SMARA
requirements.]

5. The proposed amendment is properly related to other uses and transportation and
service facilities in the vicinity.
[Evidence: Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site located adjacent
to State Route 190 and has historically provided sand and gravel for highway
maintenance, emergency repairs, and road construction. The proposed amendment
does not expand the existing disturbance area or require new access or service
facilities.]

6. The proposed Amendment to Reclamation Plan 96-10 Death Valley Junction

MS#286A CALTRANS would not, under all the circumstances of this case, affect
adversely the health or safety of persons living or working in the vicinity or be
materially detrimental to the public welfare.
[Evidence: Material Site #286A is an existing Caltrans material site used
intermittently for the extraction of sand and gravel. The proposed amendment does
not expand the existing disturbance area, increase the established excavation depth,
or change the existing use or approved post-mining land use. The amended
Reclamation Plan and Conditions of Approval require implementation of erosion
control, revegetation, noxious weed control, monitoring, and other reclamation
measures intended to stabilize the site and return disturbed areas to the approved
post-mining land use of open space and wildlife habitat..]

7. Reclamation requirements necessitate the amendment for the site.

[Evidence: Reclamation Plan #96-10 was approved for a 20-year term and requires
amendment to address Caltrans' anticipated continued use of Material Site #286A
through 2046. The amendment extends the term of the Reclamation Plan, updates the
revegetation provisions based on the 2026 vegetation survey, and maintains
requirements for reclamation of the site to the approved post-mining land use of open
space and wildlife habitat. The amendment does not expand the approved disturbance
area or increase the established excavation depth. Continued use of the site remains
subject to applicable BLM authorization..]

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

Term of Plan and Timing of Reclamation



1.The term of Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, shall extend through 2046. The
Reclamation Plan is based on the removal of approximately 7,500 cubic yards of material
annually, not to exceed 150,000 cubic yards over the extended 20-year period. The
approved reclamation area shall remain limited to the existing approximately 7.2-acre
material site and 0.2-acre access area, and the established maximum excavation depth
shall remain 30 feet below existing ground surface. This amendment does not authorize
an expansion of the approved disturbance area or an increase in the established
excavation depth. Reclamation shall be completed in accordance with the approved
Reclamation Plan, this amendment, the Conditions of Approval, and applicable SMARA
requirements. Continued use of the site is subject to applicable authorization from the
Bureau of Land Management.

Interim Management Plan
2. During periods of idle operation, the approved Interim Management Plan shall be
implemented in accordance with SMARA and the approved Reclamation Plan.

Mapping

3. Within two (2) years of approval of this amendment, Caltrans shall submit an updated
Reclamation Plan map to the Inyo County Planning Department depicting current site
conditions, including current topography and elevations, existing disturbance limits,
reclamation limits, drainage features, and the proposed final reclamation configuration.
The updated map shall be consistent with Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, and
shall not authorize an expansion of the approved disturbance area or an increase in the
established mining depth.

Salvage of Growth Media (Topsoil)

4. The top six inches (6") of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be
disturbed (Borrow pits and internal access roads). This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the
active work site until final phase reclamation.

5. After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be respread to a depth of six
inches over the recontoured pit. (See condition #7)

Erosion Control

6.Pit slopes shall be contoured to a minimum of 3: 1 (H: V). These slopes shall be in
established during times of intermittent operation, times the interim management plan is
in affect, and during final reclamation.

Earthwork
7. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into
the roadway after scarification.

Noxious Weed Control
8. During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds
shall be controlled on site.



Seed Sources and Mixtures

9. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. Plant materials
shall be obtained from the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community between
1,500 and 3,500 feet elevation, east of the Funeral Mountains and Greenwater
Range, and within a 20-mile radius of Material Site #286A. If sufficient seed is not
available from the identified source area, seed may be purchased.

The following site-specific native seed mixture, identified in the May 11, 2026
Seed Mix Justification Memorandum, shall be used for revegetation:

Scientific Name Common Name PLS Ibs/acre
Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush 5
Ambrosia salsola Cheesebush 3

Ambrosia dumosa Burroweed 3
Bebbia juncea  Sweetbush 1
Total 12

Revegetation Methods

10. Following final grading and replacement of salvaged growth media, areas to be
revegetated shall be decompacted and the seedbed prepared by roughening the
surface to create microsites, consistent with the approved Reclamation Plan. The
approved native seed mixture identified in Condition 9 shall be applied by
hydroseeding at the specified application rate. Hydroseeding shall be performed at
an appropriate time to take advantage of seasonal precipitation and promote
successful establishment of native vegetation. Revegetation shall be monitored and
evaluated in accordance with the performance standards established by these
Conditions of Approval.

Revegetation Performance Standard

11. Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete until vegetative
density reaches 20 percent (number of plants per unit area) of the surrounding
undisturbed land, with a 50 percent diversity (species richness) of the perennial
species on surrounding undisturbed land. New perennial plants must be at least
two years old before being considered viable plants. Once any portion of this
Reclamation Plan is implemented by commencing of mining, all of its conditions and
limitations shall be operative, and violation of any part shall constitute a violation of this
reclamation plan and Chapter 7.70 of Inyo County Code.

Revegetation Monitoring

12. Revegetation shall be monitored from the time of initial seeding until the revegetation
performance standards identified in Condition 11 have been achieved. During the first
two years following seeding, revegetation monitoring shall be conducted twice annually.



Monitoring shall continue thereafter as necessary to demonstrate that the performance
standards have been met.

Remedial Measures

13. If revegetation monitoring indicates that the performance standards identified in
Condition 15 are not being achieved, appropriate remedial measures shall be
implemented. Remedial measures may include, but are not limited to, reseeding,
supplemental irrigation, planting, fertilization, soil analysis and amendment, and pest or
weed control, as appropriate to address the cause of unsuccessful revegetation.
Monitoring and remedial measures shall continue until the revegetation performance
standards have been achieved.

Reporting and Annual Inspections

14. Caltrans shall comply with applicable SMARA annual reporting and inspection
requirements. Annual reporting shall continue until reclamation has been completed and
financial assurances have been released. Revegetation monitoring shall continue until the
County determines that the applicable revegetation performance standards have been
satisfied.

Reclamation Responsibility Statement

15. Within 30 days of approval of this amendment, Caltrans shall submit an updated
notarized statement to the Inyo County Planning Department accepting responsibility for
reclaiming the lands in accordance with Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, and these
Conditions of Approval, as required by Public Resources Code §2772(c)(10).

Financial Assurances

16. Caltrans shall maintain financial assurances sufficient to complete reclamation in
accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan, applicable SMARA requirements, and
the financial assurance mechanism approved by the County and other applicable
agencies.

Financial Assurance Cost Estimate

17. The Financial Assurance Cost Estimate shall be reviewed and updated annually in
accordance with SMARA. Caltrans shall submit an updated Financial Assurance Cost
Estimate to the County within the timeframe required by SMARA following the annual
inspection.

Release of Financial Assurances

18. Financial assurances may be released or reduced as reclamation requirements are
completed and applicable reclamation standards are achieved, in accordance with
SMARA. Financial assurances necessary to cover revegetation and monitoring shall not
be released until the applicable revegetation performance standards have been satisfied.

Other Agency Authorizations
19. Approval of this Reclamation Plan amendment does not constitute authorization by



Inyo County for activities requiring approval or authorization from the Bureau of Land
Management or any other federal, state, or local agency. Caltrans shall obtain and
maintain all other permits and authorizations required for its activities at Material Site
#286A.

HOLD HARMLESS

20. The applicant, landowner, and operator shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless
Inyo County, its agents, officers, and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding
against the County, its agents, officers, or employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul
any approval of the County, its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or legislative body
concerning Reclamation Plan #96-10, as amended, for Death Valley Junction Material
Site #286A (Mine 1D #91-14-0046).

Attachments:
A. Vicinity Map
B. Approved Reclamation Plan
C. Proposed Amended Reclamation Plan Text
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Mr. R.F., Yeager

CALTRANS .
P.0. Box 847 | .
Bishop, CA 93514

RE: CUP #79-14
NOTICE OF DECISION

al Use Permit #79-14 for

ect to the conditions

amation Plan required by
the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975.

ESC PTION OF P CT:

The project involves the establishment of a LO acre materials
borrow site located on the north side of Highway 190 approximately
five miles west of Death Valley Junction., The project site is
zoned 0S-4O (Open Space-LO acres) and is under the jurisdiction

of BLM. The project involves the extraction of sand, gravel and
cobbles for use on local highway construction,

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

The Conditional Use Permit shall expire ten T SINGE
(10) years from the date of approval unless Dete
an extension of time is granted by the Planning .. OV .
Commission prior to the expiration date, ﬁﬁ;&”"——_—
. .  Nim
2 No excavation shall occur within 200 feet of P ewzm
the centerline of Highway 190, R LR R
ghway 13 iz, 3 A=

3. Fugitive dust will be controlled by applying
water to access roads and exposed surfaces
whenever needed during the operation of the
borrow site,

-
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L S 4
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condition of this permit.

The applicant shall construct and maintain
the excavation operation in such a manner as
to minimize soil erosion and maintain the
surface runoff water quality, :

a. All piles of waste materials shall be leveled,

b. All cut slopes shall be graded to slopes of
2:1 or flatter.

c. All graded slopes shall be ripped horizontally
in order to retain moisture. .

d. All structures, fixtures, containers and other
physical objects associated with the project
shall be removed from the area,

e. The excavated area shall be graded to drain,

The County shall reserve the right to periodically
inspect the project site with prior notification
to the applicant to determine that the above
conditions are being complied with,

The applicant shall submit a statement to the
Planning Department accepting responsibility for
reclaiming the mined lands as per conditions
specified herein.

This permit shall be valid only for the use of
CALTRANS and/or agencies and operator duly
authorized by CALTRANS to utilize materials
from the site,

Any expansion of the proposed use beyond that
described in the application shall require an
amendment to the Conditional Use Permit.
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Failure to comply with the conditions stated above will result

in the proposed use being in violation of the Inyo County Code.
Please be advised that, pursuant to the County Code (Section
18.81.140), the proposed use must be'... established or construction
necessary and incident to its establishment..." begun within

six months of the Commission's conditional approval. This Condi-
tional Use Permit becomes void if this time requirement is not met,

This Conditional Use Permit will become effective fifteen days
after the Planning Commission's action, During that time,
pursuant to Inyo County Code Section 18.81,270, any concerned
person may appeal the decision or any condition of this approval,

In regard to Condition #8, which requires that a state-

ment be submitted by CALTRANS to the Planning Department accepting
responsibility for reclaiming the mine site, we have enclosed

a statement we wish to have signed by an authorized representative
of CALTRANS.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free
to contact this office. - -

Sincerely,

o Renlo

Roger DeHart
Associate Planner

ENCL: Reclamation Statement

cc:Assessor's Office
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County of

PLANNING COMMISSION INYO

Drawer L INDEPENDENCE * CALIFORNIA 53526 o (714} 878-2411 (Ext. 318)

July 17, 1979

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
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ITEM 6 - CONDITIONAL USE_PERMIT NO. 79-14/CALTRANS
E—

A proposal for a 40 acre material borrow site situated on property'that is presently
zoned 05-40 (Open Spate—40'acres) located on the north side of Highway 190 approxi-

£ Death Valley Junction; also to be considered is & reclamation
t+ to the State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975.

mately 5 miles west.o
plan submitted pursuan

Associate Planner Roger DeHart indicated that an Initial Study had found - that no sig-
nificant effects would occur on the environment. However, & Conditional Megative
Declaration was prepared requiring that an archealogical survey be done prior to the
disturbance of this cite. Mr. Detlart noted that Death Valley national Monument was
in agreement with this request and also expressed concern about visual impacts. It
was the recommendation of the Planning Department to approve the project.

Mp. Gene Ryder, representative of BLM, stated that BLM would not allow a hot batch
plant as this property was in a wilderness study-area. He advised that BLM felt
the Death Valley National Monument comments were unwarvanted.

tive, -that it would be more costly to transport

Mr. Otto Mikes, CALTRANS representa
tch plant on the site.

the materials for processing rather than have a hot ba

seconded by Commissioner Boyd,
opt the Conditional Hegative
ions of the california

MOTION: "Hoved by Commissioner Sorrells,
that the Planning commission ad
Declaration certifying that the provis
Environmental Quality Act have been satisfied and approve cup
No. 79-14/CALTRAHS subject to conditions 1-10 inclusive which
incorporate the reclamation plan as required by the State Sur-

face Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975.

Motion carried. (5-0)
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS AND TRANSP. .ATION AGENCY ' EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

500 So. Main

P.O.Box 847

Bishop,CA 93514
(714) 873-8411

Date: July 27, 1979

File: Responsible Agency

Mr. Douglas Sherburne, Director

Inyo Co. Planning Dept.

Drawer L RECEIMED
Independence, CA 93526 JUL g 01973
Dear Mr. Sherb :

gar J&. shefburne INYO CO. PLAMNING DEPT.
Re: Conditional Use Permit No.

CALTRANS and Condition Use
No. 74-15/CALTRANS

We have reviewed the above-referenced document and have the
following comments.

()

(A

Allan

We have no comments.
CALTRANS is not a Responsible Agency.

CALTRANS is a Responsible Agency pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act, since
Encroachment Permits will be required to install
driveways, utilities or other facilities within
the right of way for State Highway Route

As a Responsible Agency, CALTRANS will rely on the
Lead Agencies environmental document for CEQA
clearance of any such Encroachment Permits.

In accordance with Section 15161.5(2) of the State
Environmental Impact Report Guidelines, the
environmental document should be submitted to the
State Clearinghouse for review by State agencies.

The environmental document appears to be adegquate
with respect to any areas of concern where CALTRANS
has jurisdiction by law or has special expertise.

See attache s t for additional comments.

H. Hendrix

Deputy District Director
Transportation and
Environmental Planning

NR:2C
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The archeological studies done by the Bureau of Land

Mangement and CALTRANS have been submitted to the Inyo

County Planning Department by CALTRANS.
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County of

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
| INYO
PLANNING COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 37 = INDEPENDENCE * CALIFORNIA 93526 » (714) B78-2411 {Ext. 318}

T0 [:]Secretary for Resources Xl County Clerk
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1311 County of Inyo
Sacramento, California 95814 Independence, California 93526

PROJECT TITLE: Conditional Use Pe it No. 79-1L4/CALTRANS

STATE CLEARING HOUSE NUMBER:

CONTACT PERSON: Roger DeHart TELE: 878-2h411

PROJECT LOCATION: Project site is situated on LO acres located on the
north side of Highwav 190 app imately 5 mi es west of Death

Valley Junction,

ECT DESCRIPTI Pro ect involves t ablishme eria
borrow site for CALTRANS for use n lo al hi wa truction
The material would be excavated by scraper or bulldozer. No
permanent equipment will be located at the site. Project also
involves the approval of a reclamation plan pursuant to the
State Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975.

This is to advise that the COUNTY OF INYO PLANNING COMM SSION has -approved

the abeve described project and has made the following-determinations.

The project Dwﬂ], [X] will not, have a significant effect on the environ-
ment.

] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to
the provisions of CEQA and was certified as required by Section 15085 (g).

A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the pro-
K] ; _
visions of CEQA.

Mitigation measures were adopted to reduce the impacts of the approved
project and are attached.

[] A statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project.

A11 EIRs and Negative Declarations are on file with the Inyo Co. Planning Dept.

Date: Au ust 17
rne, ann ng rector

Reference: California Administrative Co , Title 14, Sections 15035, 15083 (f),
15085 (h), 15085.5 (i).
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County of

INYO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Drawer L « INDEPENDENCE * CALIFORNIA 93626  (714) 8782411 (Ext 318)

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT

AGENDA 1TEM NO. 6
AUGUST 1, 1979

RE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 79-14/CALTRANS

BACKGROUND:

blish a material
side of Highway

y Junction. The
s are zoned 0S-

urisdiction of

The applicant, CALTRANS,
borrow site on 40 acres
190 approximately 5 mile
project site as well as
40 (Open Space-40 acres)
the BLM, The site is 1o fan of the

Funeral Mountains at an et., The sedimentary
material at this site is composed of medium to fine gravels.
Drainage is primarily by infrequent sheet flow. Cresote bush

and assorted desert cacti occupy the project site. No rare

or endangered plants or animals are known to exist in the
immediate vicinity. An old material borrow site (partially
revegetated) is located in the southeast portion of the

project site as well as a large stockpile of gravel.

on.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project involves the extraction of sand, gravel and
cobbles for use in local highway construction. A highway
construction project would require 100,000 to 300,000
cubic yards of material. The material would be excavated
by scraper or bulldozer, screened and then transported to
the construction site. No permanent equipment will be
located at the site. CALTRANS has requested that the
Conditional Use Permit be approved for a ten year period
with provisions for renewal.

The reclamation statement submitted by CALTRANS indicates
that any piles of isolated piles of material will be leveled
and that any cut slopes will be leveled to 2:1 or flatter and
graded to drain. Slopes will be ripped horizontally and a
thin veneu of soil will be spread over the excavation site to

promote revegetation.
PROJECT ANALYSIS:

The project is located on property zoned 0S-40. The regulations
of the 0S-40 zone permits mining activity upon the granting

of a Conditional Use Permit. The project is consistent with

the Open Space designation of the General Plan providing
appropriate reclamation measures are implemented in order to
revert the area back to its former use (open space).

The project should have no impact on the area's residents

as the nearest dwellings are located in Death Valley Junction,
5 miles to the east. The ownership pattern (BLM) precludes
any future development within the immediate area.

An archaeological reconnaissance of the site was performed
by the staff of BLM. No archaeological or historic resources
were found on the project site.

There will be some adverse visual impact to the travelers
on Highway 190. As previously mentioned, a portion of the
project site had been used as a borrow site in the past
and is now partially revegetated. In addition, a large
stockpile of gravel is located adjacent to the highway.
The site therefore, has already been visually impacted by
the previous mining activity.

Highway 190 is a '"nominated" scenic highway in the Inyo

County General Plan however, until a Scenic Highway Corridor
Plan is adopted by the County there are no specific regulations
restricting the use of properties adjacent to these highways
(Page 13, Scenic Highway Element).
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the project.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Planning Department recommends that the Planning Commission
approve the conditional use permit by taking the following

actions:

A Adopt the Conditional Negative Declaration certifying
that the provisions of the California Environmental

Quality Act have been satisfied.

79-14 for CALTRANS
which incorporate
the State Surface

The Conditional Use Permit shall expire ten
(10) years from the date of approval unless

an extension of time is granted by the Planning
Commission prior to the expiration date.

2 No excavation shall occur within 200 feet of
the centerline of Highway 190.

3 Fugitive dust will be controlled by applying
water to access roads and exposed surfaces
whenever needed during the operation of the
borrow site.

L |f the site is utilized
crushers and/or hot asp
shall submit evidence t
that it has been approv
has been reviewed by th
Pollution Control Distr
of this permit.

5 The applicant shall construct and maintain the
excavation operation in such a manner as to
minimize soil erosion and maintain the surface

runoff water quality.
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6. Within 60 following termination of the project
either by reason of cessation of use or as the
result of the expiration of this Use Permit the
applicant shall rehabilitate the site including
but not limited to the following:

a. All piles of waste materfals shall be leveled.

b. All cut slopes shall be graded to slopes of
2:1 or flatter.

c. All graded slopes shall be ripped horizontally
in order to retain moisture.

d. All structures, fixtures, containers and other
physical objects associated with the project
shall be removed from the area.

e. The excavated area shall be graded to drain.

7. The County shall reserve the right to perfodically
inspect the project site with prior notification
to the applicant to determine that the above
conditions are being complied with,

8. The applicant shall submit a statement to the
Planning Department accepting responsibility for
reclaiming the mined lands as per conditions
specified herein.

9. This permit shall be valid only for the use of
CALTRANS and/or agencies and operator duly
authorized by CALTRANS to utilize materials
from the site.

10. Any expansion of the proposed use beyond that

described in the application shall require
an amendment to the Conditional Use Permit.

RDH/mss

Attachments: Locality Map
Death Valley National Monument letter of July 17, 1979
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Surrounding Property Owners-CUP 79-14/CALTRANS

Applicant - R.F. Yaeger (Mailed public hearing notices 7/17/79)

CALTRANS
500 So Main
Bishop, CA 93514

BLM
1415 North Norma
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
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CAUFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJNAN,

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION D
500 SOUTH MAIN STREET BUREAU OF L 2% MANAGEMENT
pP.O. BOX 847
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514 1987 NOV -9 PH 2 IS
(619) 872-0662 BARSTOK RESOURCE AREA
BARSTON, CA.
November 5, 1987 Proposed Death Valley
Jet. M.S.

United States Department
of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

Barstow Rescurce Area

831 Barstow Road

Barstow, CA 92311

Attention Mr. Alden Sievers

Dear Mr. Sievers:

Dec er 19, 1986 we £fil a "Fr
ur o ce covering a port of 8
les t of Death Valley ction
for use as a materials site. On Ju
Devis and Mr. Ken Schulte of your o
area within Section 13 which could
were agreed on with the understandin
Caltrans and located by survey methods.

This has been done, a the attached sketch map shows thelﬁoiﬁts set.
The proposed corners ve been tied to an old material site corner, as
well as to Post Mile rker 135.5 on Route 190. R

5
74

We request that the sketch map be made a part of the Free Use Permit
and that the permit be granted covering this portion of Secgiop }3.

Very truly yours,

F
- Dist Materials Engineer
RFY:ml .
Attachment KEN SCH
cc: B. Cowan ” GEmpeggTE
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D TMEN
B U OF
stow

150 Coolwater Lane
Barstow, CA 92311
(619) 25633591

To . Geologist, Berstow ke
From :Natural Resource Specialist, Barstow .

SUBJECT . Caltrans Free Use Application, Death Val

The subject site was visited on February 11, 1987
a creosotebush scrub plant assemblage of low density.

OR
NT

Junction

PR A adidV ] 7

CA 19745
3600 (CA-068.28)

Date: March 17, 1987

area contafns
The area does

not contain any known state or federally 1isted plants or animals.

The proposed action should not have more than negligible impact on

the resident wildlife. . It will result in the total loss of about

six acres of vegetatfon and associated wildlife habitat. To counter. vy

this loss the following mitigation fs prqposggzéﬁg :

1 Require that any area that is not being used in their current
operation rot be cleared of vegetation until necessary
cleared but activity is not anticipated for a lengthy period {1-2 years)
then the disturbance should be smoothed over and scarified to promote

revegetation.

If already

2. Upon completion of their operations under this authorization the
permittee should be required to smooth over any remaining disturbance
to blend in with the surrounding terrain and scarify to a depth of

at least six {inches. fe

3 PReq re the nc ce
of ser uals en s
sug st the o e
is «cla - Th al us

most current fnfonmation and sour
in compiling the seed mix.

DARYL ALBIST

Albiston/kms/03-17-87

05C-1841-2
Mazr. 1974



DSC-1541-2
Mar. 2974
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tigation
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United States Department of the Interior@ﬁz")C‘E%‘l’ﬁ;m

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
1415 No. Norma Street

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Phone: (714) 446-4526

Atz 30 199
Mr. Robert 0. Watkins Re: CA-010(R)-1019
District Director, Caltrans Attachment C

500 So. Main Street - Box 847
Bishop, CA 93514

Dear Mr. Watkins:

The Free Use Permit authorizing Caltrans to extract gravel from the exlsting
pit approximately five miles west of Death Valley Junction, CA., is ammended

as follows:

Ahot—batch" facility may be placed and operated on the site, subject
to the following stipulations:

1. No mixing table is allowed.
2. No oil or asphaltic material will be dumped or buried on the site.

Accidental spills will be cleaned-up immediately.
3., The facility will be temporary and is subject to the time limitation

for the authorized gravel extraction.

1f you have any questions or comments, please contact me.

Siijifely,
B -
13wl

s Hayes .fg[ﬂt B

Ridgecrest Area Manager B .

LS

CONSERVE V o~ a7

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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Inyo County Planning Department

Drawer L
Independence, CA 93526

RE: CUP #79-1L4/CALTRANS

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the conditions placed on Conditional Use
Permit #79-14 issued to CALTRANS by the Inyo County Planning
Commission on August 1, 1979 and as stated in the Notice of
Decision dated August 3, 1979, we agree to accept the responsi-
bility for reclaiming the mined lands as stated therein,

Sincerely,

77
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b ) ; UNITED STATES GOVHMENT

, <o DEPARTMENT OF THE. ..TERIOR
-Memorandum BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT e RERRTO:
Barstow Resource Area CA-060-FP1-9
831 BArstow Road 3620 (C-068.25)
-B ECEIVED Barstow, CA 92311 CA—O()é_l_SQ i
MAY 18 198 L
To :Acting Area Manager, Barstow Date: PR 23 1981
INYO GO PLanming pepr,
From  :Geologist, Barstow

suBJEcT :Application from California Department of Transportation
for Free Use Permit for Sand and Gravel

The environmental impacts associated with the proposed action have been
assessed. 1 recommend approval of the application with the stipulations
in Exhibits 1 and 2 of the attached EAR. I do not consider the proposed
action to be a major Federal action significantly affecting the quality
of the human environment within the meaning of NEPA; therefore, an
environmental impact statement is not required. .

K C LA ds

, J :
I (do) {do-not) concur:Li‘\Q?/_/_ //7}'_’-,._4,:, %AA/

Acting :;treaTbnager, Barstow Date &

Enclosures

Schulte/ps/04-28-81

DSC-1541-2
Mar. 1974
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UNITED STATES GOVE’ TMENT ’\ O o
7T F DEPARTMENT OF THE ... 'ERIOR -
Lhrermoranciim BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT N REIY REFER TO:
Barstow Resource Arca CA-060-T11-9
8531 BArstow Toad 3620 (C-0068.25)
Barstov, CA 62311 CA-068-1-59
1791
To Acting Area Manaper, Barstow Date //Jr//.,wm H4-27-5/
. APR 29 1981
FrROM Geologist, Barstow
SUBJECT : Application from California Depa of Transportation
for Free Use Permit for Sand and 1
The environmental impacts associated with the proposed action have been
d. I nd approval
bits 1 of the atta
tion
the

environmental impact statement is n

R Oni i TE
KEN SCiiTE

APR & & 1981

Date

d

)
A

I (do) w concur: _KEN

Enclosures

Schulte/ps/04-28-81

DSC-1541-2
Mar. 1974
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-59
1791
Environmental Assessment Record
and
Technical Examination Report
State Department of Transportation
Free Use Permit #CA-060-EP1-9
Sand and Gravel
California Desert District ]
Barstow Resource Area
Planning Unit #42
4-27-5/

Geologist,
Barstow Resource Area

_,/7

;./ﬁ-{.f

Date

/oo o

Acting Area Manager,
Barstow Resource Area

Date
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-58
1791

BACKGROUND:

A. Location and Status of Lands Affected:

Inyo County, California
T. 25 N., R. 4 E., S.B.M
Section 13: SWNWL, NWLSWy

The proposed 80-acre site is located on an alluvial fan north of Highway
190 about 5 miles west of Death Valley Junction (see Exhibit A).

The site is on public lands classified for multiple use under #R-1250,
which segregates the lands from entry only under agricultural land laws and
from sales under #RS-2455,

There are no grazing leases or mining claims in the area.

The site is crossed in an east-southeast by west-north west direction by
two utility rights-of-way: #R-01247 (12.5'from centerline) power transmission
line and #LA-092906 (20'from centerline) telephone line. Between the utility
lines lies Highway 190, S-0 31950 (200').

B. Adjoining Land Uses:

The only use appearing to take place in the area is sightseeing and trans-
portation along Highway 190.

C. BIM Plans for Affected Argg:

In the plan for the CDCA the site is shown as Class L (limited). Class L
guldelines provide for continued use of existing areas of sand and gravel extrac-
tion subject to permit from the authorized officer. The subject site also falls
within a non-recommended wilderness study area. Sand and gravel extraction in
WSA's 1s authorized subject to meeting the wilderness non-impairment criteria.

D. Present and Projected Demand for Mineral Materials:

Bureau of Mines figures show that in 1978 103,694 short tons of sand and
gravel worth $252,996.00 were produced in Inyo County. The subject application
1s for 100,000 cubic yards (150,000 tons) per year. This represents an estimate
of the maximum amount that would be used in case of a construction job. In
reality, the total probably will not exceed 100,000 cubic yards during the 5-year
period. Demand may increase in the future for sites such as this where impacts
have already occurred. This is because most deposits fall into Class L which
requires a time consuming EIS on new sites in excess of 5 acres.
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-59
1791

1I. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES:

A. Proposed Action
Permit
r esents
resents
ual
and will ly

t for a 5 The
al for ro material.

The mining will be done with a bulldozer and front-end loader. Temporary
structures may 1lnclude a screen, hot plant and small asphalt pile.

The site will be reclaimed by leveling piles and cutting slopes to ZH:1V
or flatter with the area graded to drain. The slopes will be ripped horizontally
to promote revegetation.

B. Alternative Actions:
1. Amend the application by selecting an alternate site.
7. Reduce the size of the application area.
3. Deny the permit
I11.DESCRIPTION OF THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT:
A Non-Living Components:

The climate is warm-arid, and temperatures exceed 100 degrees F during summeT.
Air quality is good and precipitation averages 4 to 5 inches per year.

The application covers 80 acres on an alluvial fan (bajada) slopping 2 to 3
degrees to the south.

Soils in the area are sandy and gravelly with a silt-clay matrix. The soil
sensitivity is shown as low to medium on Map #3 of the desert plan.

i a gr S
t ia c tra-
d st icles
nt Tl
fied horizons of different textures.
ormation.

There is no water on or near the subject site.
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-59
1791

B. Living Components:

The site consists primarily of a creosote bush (Larrea tridentata)
community, which is a characteristic of many of the in
the region. This commumity is dominated by creosote bush, with bursage

g equal numbers, but not dominating because of a
s of other shrubs also occur along with several
cactus species, Part of the site has been previously used as a gravel site
and has been partially revegetated (see Photo #4). Except for the absence
of cactus, the species present on the disturbed area are similar to the

undisturbed areas. The disturbed area is dominated by , desert holly
cheese bush clea salso desert alyssum
No Federal or ate 1s d or rare plants

the site or in the vicinity.

No Federal or State listed endangered wildlife species are known to
inhabit the area.. An inspection revealed that species inhabiting the site

are the Merriam kangaroo rat merriami), deer mouse (Peromyscus
maniculatus , liptle pocket mouse ero membris 1

arrow trichia 1 , B roa e arrow za billnea
and tris The Raven Corvus corax s1
blotched lizard stans are probably pre were not cbserved

at the time the site was 1nsp
C. Ecological Interrelationships:

The flow of energy and nutrients through the food chain associated with
the subject area is basically the same as elsewhere, but the volumes are some-
what reduced. Of the primary non-living components of an ecosystem, the lack
of water 1s probably the greatest limiting factor. This along with high
temperatures and the lack of soll development limit the number and variety of
plants which in turn limit the number and variety of animals. No significant
ecological interrelationships are known to exist in the area.

D. Human Values:

The site 1s on a large alluvial fan about one mile south of the southeast
terminus of the Funeral Mountains. The area is regarded as having high scenic
quality. It 1s dominated by the Funeral Mowuntains, which received high-medium
scores for landform, color, vegetation, and uniqueness. The scenery quality is
B (Visual Polygon B-31). The visual management Class is III. Since the site
is visible in the foreground middle zone, the sensitivity would be of medium
concern.
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA- 068-1-59
1791

udy Area 143 which includes the
of the Funeral Mountains, Pyramid

itheater. The rtion of
tially unnotic  le, includes
outh of the mo ains. This

portion of the area has retained its primeval character and influence.

'Y O

Death Valley National Monument.

The area has been examined by an
there are cultural values in the gener

ah Ra oa les to
a mi to outh.
ric I an ation.

on the site.

ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

T -
a

S

1

feet wide by 160 feet long.

A, I From the P d Action:

The pit as n sxhibit B may be en
18.4 acres, or nl ment of 60 percent
feet. The pit no taken below this

1d eliminate existin
ed.

The proposed actio
where the pit is e

ed acres itional
he uld ran to 10
hb f a har er.
get d wildl at

A small amount of dust and noise will be produced by trucks and equipment.

ak-to-mod e sual ac
ng site. acts 1d
n either c nfr ig 190.

s t by the dist and topography.
a 1 mining will

b d into the ba ound.

1d result from the
ably not be notice
The site is

Also, the contour of the subject area
very similar to the surrounding terrain and,

1 pit excavation
or more than half
at obscured from

thus, will
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-59
1791

Since the site 1s already disturbed, the activity meets visual resource
management Class III objectives for the interim management.

The proposed project would not impair the overall suitability of the
Wilderness Study Area for preservation as wildemess since it involves a
relatively small area (18 acres), is located at the edge of the WSA, occupies
a site of which 7 acres have already been disturbed by previous gravel and
sand mining by Cal-Trans, and currently has two active rights-of-way crossing
it. The impact on the entire Wilderness Study Area would be insignificant.

B. Alternatives:

1. Select an alternate site. This would only relocate the impacts to
another area and might result in mining an inferior deposit of sand and
gravel.

Use of the historical gravel site at the present American Borate
Company's millsite would result in no known environmental impacts because
the site has been totally disturbed by the existing mining operations.
This site is about 11 miles farther west of the proposed site. However,
the Bureau's legal position is doubtful in the case of the site, as the
land is currently under a millsite patent application by American Borate

Company.

Use of a potential gravel material area east of the proposed site
would not have an impact on the WSA, but would result in a greater impact
to the surface resources (plants, animals, visual), because the area has
not been previously disturbed.

2. Reduce the size of the application area, This alternative would not
allow Cal-Trans the latitude they seek for choosing the quality of material
they need. If a shallow hard pan is encountered, the pit may be restricted
to a depth of only 3 feet.

3. Deny the permit. This alternative would be inconsistent with the
Bureau's philosophy and would likely increase highway repalr costs.

C. Possible Mitigating Measures:

All cutslopes could be graded to 3:1 (run:rise) or more gentle.

All sand and silt left as residue on the site could be graded to blend
with the natural contour.

All disturbed areas could be scarified to encourage natural revegetation.

The permittee's access could be restricted to the existing haul road.
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-58
1791

The permittee could be required to use water as necessary to control
fugitive dust.

Surface disturbance could be restricted to the north side of Highway 190.
The pit could be contoured as directed by BIM.

The permittee could be required to cover an existing 15-foot-diameter
asphalt oil pool located in a shallow depression. -

BIM could exercise the right to terminate the permit at any time in case
the area is designated as wilderness.

80 1t . site will ably .
as 1 . ti easures Wi empl
TOgT a of the pa lie s
190 d used.

D Residual Impacts:

e 7rea will uded for many years after
1 i antly re e e in 50 to 100 years.

i  rness St a, the impacts are minor
t 1

V. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USE AND LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY:

The removal of mineral material is considered a short-term use of the land.
The loss of plants and wildlife habitat would be a long-term, but localized
disturbance. Natural recovery of the site would likely exceed 50 years.

VI. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES:

Approximately 100,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel will be removed., A pit
will remain, but will not be consplcuous from Highway 190. Eighteen acres of plant
and wildlife habitat will be lost.

VII.PERSONS, GROUPS, AND AGENCIES CONSULTED:
Cal-Trans
VIII.INTENSITY OF PUBLIC INTEREST:

No adverse public interest 1s anticipated.
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CA-060-FP1-9
3620 (C-068.25)
CA-068-1-59
1791

IX. PARTICIPATING STAFF:

Ken Schulte, Geologist and Team leader
Stan Zuber, Outdoor Recreation Planner
Jeffrey Aardahl, Wildlife Biologist
Kelly Strahan, Archaeologist

Glenn Harris, Range Conservationist
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Attachment B

Photo #1 Looking north at gravel stockpile within

right-of-way for Hwy. 190.

4-8-81

fem &

Photo #2 Close-up of above photo.
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e A
Photo #3 L-8-81
Close-up view of stockpiled gravel.
There are occzsional boulders up to
16" in dicmeter, but few clasts are

over 127,

N TR
z

Y

4

Photo #4 L-8-81 Looking north at 15-ft-diameter asphalt oil

pool in reclaimed pit.
the disturbed area.

Note how vegetation has returned to
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| Exhibit 1 o

FREE USE PERMIT STIPULATIONS

of Land Management.

Jved.
its, equ ent or ities be maintained on the
traction upon ation of the permit which would
ife, 1iv  ock or ife.

Operations will be conducted smSuch a manner so as not to interfere
Aath utilities.
1

g al of earth, sand or gravel, all cut slopes will be

o to IV slope or more gentle.
Any affected n drainages are to be reestablished upon completion
of excavation one area.

Al disturbed areas will be scarified a minimum of 3 inches and a

maximm of 6 inches to encourage natural revegetation upon termina-
tion of the permit.

ee will ify the BIM area Archaeolégist imnediately if

t or ob of historical, paleontological or archaeological
e 1s fo on the subject site. '
t au officer or his delegate be e at
t th 1 material area so describe
ks th tee to determine the quanti rial
ved, and the described area for co pro-
ons of th t. '

That on Oct. 1st of each year and upon termination of the permit the
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11.

12.

13.-

14.

15,

16.

17.

Attachment B

permittee will  mit an accounting of the tot: 'mineral 'material
removed under the terms of the permit.

That all mineral raterial (raw material, processed material, excess
or reject material) remains the property of the United States
Government until used on a public project, that it cannot be bartered
or sold by the grantee or his agent, and that no part of the 1.2
materials so enum=rated may be used in payment for services in
obtaining or processing it. : S

That the authorized officer will be consulted prior to the disposi-.
tion of any excess or reject mineral material obtained from this

Free Use Permit for puposes other than a public project or set forth
in this instrument. -

Only authorized structures shall be located on the site; such as
stockpiles, scales, portable toilets and operating equipment. Mobile
homes,, trailers, or any permanent or temporary living quarters shall
be considered unauthorized.

No dunqaihg of f;ésh, old asphalt ,‘ etc., shall occur on the site. i

The permittee will notify the Barstow Resource Area Geologist prior
to commencing any surface disturbance, and prior. to and upon completion
of surface restoration.

The permittee will follow the mini.ﬁg plan or any apﬁfo_vgad revision
thereof. - ' :

A1l personnel working within the permit area (permittee, contractors,
subcontractors) will be familiar with the terms and conditions of the
approved permit. = .
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CA-060-FP1-9

Exhibit 2
Special Provisions

The permittee shall grade all loose or stockpiled sand and silt on the
site to blend with surrounding contours prior to inactivity periods of

six months or longer.
The permittee's access shall be limited to the existing entrance.
The permittee shall use water as necessary to control fugitive dust.

The permittee shall restrict mining and surface disturbance to the north
side of Highway 190.

The permittee shall contour the pit as directed by the Area Manager or
a designated representative.

Before any activity takes place under this permit, the permittee shall
cover the existing 15-foot-diameter asphalt oil pool located in one of
the shallow depressions.

BLM may exercise the right to terminate the permit at any time in case
the subject area is designated as wilderness.
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% V.6, GOVENMNMENT PRINTING QFFICE: 1973 $70-2.

Form 5510-1 UNITED STATES FORM APPROVED
(January 1979) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OMB NO. 42—-R0875
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Permit Number
c -

Expiration Date

FREE USE APPLICATION AND PERMIT
VEGETATIVE OR MINERAL MATERIAL District

Name of applicant Address (include zip code)
Department of Transportation P. O. Box 847

Kind of material

jo0 OO & r
Give
TOWNSHIP
25N 4B 13 SW% of NW% and
NW% of SWk
S 28
State of County of

Materials are to be used for
ReanaATring a A AAanc+viima+rian ~AfF hichuacve

I HEREBY AGREE TO COMPLY WITH the special conditions as set forth below. I CERTIFY That the: (a) materials
to be removed are to be used for the purpose noted above; (b) none of the materials removed are to be sold or bartered;
(c) removal of materials can begin only upon receipt of an approved copy of this permit; and, (d) the authorized officer

is to be notified upon completion of removal.

1 CERTIFY That I am twenty-one years of age or clder, a citizen of the United States, and resident of the State of

I FURTHER CERTIFY That the statements made by me in this application are true, complete, and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief and are made in good faith.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTM.E- T OF TRANSPORTATION
- /- / —7 )(/';71/ ﬂ/
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Plann Department Phone: (760) 878-0263
168 No..n Edwards Street (760) 872-2706
Post Office Drawer L FAX: (760) 872-2712
Independence, California 93526 E-Mail: InyoPlanning@telis.org

September 2, 1997

NOTICE OF
Luis Elias
CalTrans
500 South Main St.
Bishop, CA 93514
RE: Reclamation Plan #96-10/ New Death Valley Borrow Pit/MS #286A

Dear Mr. Elias: -

On June 25, 1997, the Inyo Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider your Reclamation
Plan 96-10/New Death Valley, located in Section 14, Township 25N, Range 4E, (S.BB.&M.), 5.5
miles east of the community of Death Valley Junction, South of Highway 190. The project is a
request to reclaim the Death Valley Borrow Pit at the Conclusion of mining.

The Planning Commission approved your project based on the following findings:

Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve Reclamation Plan # 96-10 Death Valley
Junction Borrow Pit/MS #286A by taking the following actions:

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all written and verbal comments received, adopt the Mitigated
Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and certify the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act have been satisfied.

and circulated for public comment.]

B. Find the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of Chapter 7.70
(Mining & Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and State Mining Reclamation Act of 1976.

C. Find et
byt
at,
50.

be
etermination is filed by the Planning Department

Notice Decision RP 96-10 1
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and contains native vegetation and

D. Approve Reclamation Plan No.96-10/Death Valley Junction Borrow Pit, MS #286A

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

Notice

ceed twenty years from the date of approval, or
no 31,201 aste an
be s pitis 1 are to
the termination date, reclamation shall proceed with in six months of the removal of the
150,000 cubic yards. The Planning Commission may grant an extension. The applicant must
submit a complete reclamation plan application for an amended reclamation plan. To assure
continued operation, the above application should be received prior to the expiration date and
prior to removal of 150,000 cubic yards of material..

of this project, the interim management plan shall be
me dud eri le” o on. If zero production occurs for a period of five
cut ears re plan be implemented immediately. Mining can not
occur until an amended reclamation plan is submitted and approved by the Inyo County
Planning Commission.

. At the conclusion of each period of mining interim reclamation shall take place. This shall

consist of all slopes to 3:1 (H: V) or less.
During times of inactivity, Caltrans shall prevent public access to the pit.

During periods of all equipment and trash shall be removed from the area. No asphalt
may be buried onsite.

1 provide the County with a contour map with two-foot contours within three
years of approval of this reclamation plan.

be co fro
shall kpi
site until final phase reclamation.

After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be respread to a depth of six inches

over the recontoured pit. (See condition #7)

of 3: V). es shall ablished
s the mm planisi and

during final reclamation.

RP 96-10 2
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10. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into the roadway
after scarification.

11. During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds shall be
controlled on site.

12. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. If sufficient seed is not
available, it may be purchased. A seed mix of plant species in the Mojave Creosote Bush
Scrub plant community shall be used. Below is the recommended seed mix:

Scientific Name Common Name PLS
Pounds/acre
PERENNIALS
Creosote bush 3
Nevada joint-fir (Mormon Tea) 3
Cheese bush 3
Desert holly 3
Burrobush 3
ANNUALS
(Chaenactis stevioides) Esteve’s pincushion 4
(Mirabilis Bigelovii) four-o’clock 4
inflatum) Desert Trumpet 5
Total pounds live seed per acre 28

_These native species may only be obtained from seed stock found within five miles of the

site e
allb g
the fall. '
13. f native vegetative material and straw e
into the se This mu bec i
and water and seed This will enhance tation.
14. proved seed mix shall be xed the top one-
e e ngord the bed. This
n 0 pit.
15. cessful 20
er unit ‘he ent
of the sp

Notice Decision RP 96-10 3
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perennial species shall be at least two years old before considered viable plants. This shall be
verified based upon visual calculations and substantiated by past photographs of the site
including off site photographs of the surrounding undisturbed lands.

Monitoring
16. From initial seeding, the project shall be monitored until performance standards are met.

Remedial measures may be implemented any time to insure revegetation success. For the first
two years, monitoring shall be performed twice a year.

17. 1l not meet the performance standard, the applicant shall consult with
the Planning Department for recommendations on remedial measures. The remedial measures
listed below shall be considered if reclamation problems are observed during annual

monitoring:

. Mulching and/or fertilizing to supplement growth media;
. Reseeding:

d. If irrigation is used the plants must make it on their own for two years.

. Analysis of soil for problems;

a

b

C.

d. f appropriate plants and protection of these plants.

e

£ Measures to reduce pest problems, including fencing individual plants.

18. nnual mining report with the State. These reports shall
be filed until financial assurances are released. Monitoring activities will continue until the
County is satisfied that performance been met. In accordance with SMARA
Section 2774 (b), Inyo County as the shall inspect the site and file annual
inspection reports with the State.

19. Road Department material form this site.
Caltrans shall be responsible for all reclam tion req including bonding and
When Inyo County uses this pit, they shall adhere to the

of approval for this Inyo County shall report the quantity of

material to Caltrans each calendar quarter.

20. ent to the Inyo County Planning Department
as per the conditions specific herein.

21. the sum of $11,355.29 are required in the form of a surety bond,
use

hall

Conservation and The Bureau of Land Management.

Notice Decision RP 96-10 4
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Financial Assurance Recalculation
22. Financial assurances shall be recalculated each year in accordance with Section 2773.1(a)(3)
of SMARA and Inyo County Code. This shall occur at the time of annual inspection.

Release of Financial Assurances

23. As required reclamation standards are achieved, that portion of financial assurances covering
the completed activity may be released. The remainder of financial assurances covering
revegetation and monitoring shall not be released until the revegetation performance standards

is met.

Hold Harmless
24, The applicant, landowner, and operator shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo

County, its agents, officers and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against the
County, its agents, officers and employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul any approval of
the County, its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or its legislative body concerning
Reclamation Plan No. 96-10/ Death Valley Junction Borrow Pit, MS 286A.

Sincerely,

SIIH Yo

Earl H. Gann
Mine Reclamation Planner

Notice Decision RP 96-10 5



Attachment B

Recsived by
DEPARTMENT OF CONSFRVATION

SEP 221397

Office of Mine Reclamation

MATERIAL SITE #286A
(NEW DEATH VALLEY JUNCTION SITE)
RECLAMATION PLAN

DOC # 91-14-0046

Thu, Jan 30, 1997

California State Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street
Bishop, California 93514
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MATERIAL SITE #286A RECLAMATION PLAN

1.0.0 INTRODUCTION

habitat.

California State Department of
500 South Main Street
Bi a 93514

6

500 South Main Street
93514

150 Coolwater Lane,
Barstow, California 92311
(619) 256-3591

of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management
lands about five miles west of Death Valley

ndi

to
In ty.
as po:!

of supporting open space and wildlife

(Caltrans) District 09

Caltrans), District 09

California State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09

500 South Main Street
93514

California State Department of

500 South Main Street
93514

(Caltrans) District 09
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yo County on BLM land .5 miles west of
California, on the south si 190 at Post Mile

Ew

The site. o;:cupies a portion of the land designated as Assessor's Parcel Number 43-070-00
(Figure 2).

The mine site is located at Latitude 36 18’ 13" North, Longitude 116 30° 39” West.

The project site is Caltrans
Material Site (MS The site
Material Site. The project name used for

2.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

well defined. However, additional con

the site is located
tains to the north.
2,455 feet in the west to about 2,435
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1.1.0 APPLICANT

California State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(619) 872-5204

1.1.1 Representative

Luis Elias, Senior Transportation Engineer

California State Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(619) 872-5204

1.2.0 LANDOWNER

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
150 Coolwater Lane,

Barstow, California 92311

(619) 256-3591

1.3.0 OP TO

California State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(619) 872-5204

1.4.0 LESSEE

California State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(619) 872-5204
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Modified from USGS Ryan,CA-NV,15-minute quadrangle {1952) N

0 1 Mile

Figure 3: Project Location and Access. SCALE
Caltrans Material Site #286A

2.0-2
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Modified from USGS 7.5~minute East of Ryan, Ca, topographic map (provisional edition,1988)
0 1 Mile

SCALE

Figure 4: Topographic Map
Caitrans Material Site #286 A
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which is
no slope
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Qal Quaternary younger alluvium
Qoa OQuaternary older alluvium

Ts Tertiary sandstone and mudstone

Tls Tertiary limestone and marlstone

Tc  Tertiary conglomerate

Mp Mississippian Perdide Formation (limestone, conglomerate,
and chert)

Mt Mississippian Tin Mountain Limestone

Dl Devonian Lost Burro Formation (limestone and dolomite)
Dsh Devonian Hidden Valley Dolomite

Contact, dashed where approximate
> —{—-+ Fault, dashed where approximate, queried where
unknown, dotted where covered, U = upthrown
side, D = downthrown side, dip in degrees
Thrust fault, dashed where approximate
Strike and dip of beds (in degrees)

Overturned beds (dip in degrees)

<n
by Landslide fracture, dashed where approximately
* located
A A’ Cross Section line (see Figure 6)
A .
5000 M #286A A
400
Qal
30
200 Qao ___ __ —-— - Mp
1000 _ o — — —— Mp - Di
$ Mp ? Mt
_1 (LS
SCALE HORIZONTAL:VERTICAL 1.7:1,
Figure 5 & 6 continued F gure 6.

from previous page
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bute surface-water runoff to the mine site.

the site.

exposed during mining ns.

3,000 milligrams per liter.

The land at the mine site is controlled for the of the Interior. The
ground water and land at and near the not yet

of the site.
the

10



Figure 7: Watershed Map.
Caltrans Material Site #286 A

Attachment B

2

and @ represent
watersheds in text

0 1 Mile
SCALE

.0-9



Attachment B
Z1-¢0°¢

) ) )

v98Z# 9)S (e|ejey sueljed

‘9AIND UONINGUISIP ©Z|8 ujBIY :8 8InbiJ
o(dS) 19AB10 Yy M
QNYS peprif Ajjood - ||0S BA)IEN 24 3TVdNVS
+(dS) | AuIB yym aNvs pepuib £jsood
- | piejBWw peujw / |euueyd weens i 3ITINVS

(wiws) 1233WeEp LY JD
1000 S00'0 100 500 10 9’0 o't 0’9 [+)1]% 005 0001

4
1

o1

~

- -
X

S S

L
3

oz

oc

oy

05

Suisseg %

S |

o X

0L

o8

00Z ON
00t ‘oN
Ot ON ==——

Ol 'ON
¥ ON

1

ul
ul |

u



Attachment B

of these soils will need to be limited to
conditions.

Ellenberg 1974, Nelson 1988) were used to

(1993) and common names are from Jaeger (1

shrub layer is approximately
in height. '

desert
romus

13
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No invasive exotics are currently found on this site. —~ -

wind and water erosion. 'Iherefc')re. the

Mojave
with the
surrounding area.
The site was visited on March 23, 1994. Clas of wildlife habitats relies on
by Holland (1986), and on wildlife habitats
northwest.

to live there.

The California Natural Diversity Data Base has no records of unique or critical habitats for
1994). No unique

14
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-~
- The site is within
herds to protect sensitive resources. The site is likely habitat for both of
these
According to the CNDDB (1994), one special animal species is known from the East of
Ryan Quad:
Nelson's bighom sheep (Ovis canadensis nelsoni)
Analysis:
(northwest of the site) are more likely habitat, especially in the vicinity
of water sources. )

The area of the mine site is not listed

and the Fish and Game Code. Caltrans'
in Appendix D.

15



Attachment B

nine is 4.6
3.4 ng the
of rain was recorded for the months of July
through of thie same year (NOAA 1992). :
The mean annual in Death Valley in 1992 was 76.8°F. The monthly mean
at Death Valley for the months of January and July are 50° and 98°F,
respectively. The highest in 1992 was 125°F (August), and the lowest
was 27°F (December). The last spring minimum of 32°F or below was
and 32 was 17. The
fros 25 199
thun that are seasonally common

surface of the soil.

Air quality in the region is typically excellent.

land-use for each area. The four multiple-use

MS #286A is within the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The site is
controlled balance between higher in

‘be caused by uses (USDI 1980). -

16
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Motorized vehicle use in the area of the site is limited to existing routes of travel with
provisions for seasonal access restrictions.

Thereisn the s are owned
by BLM. tures the site.
"The objective of this class is
texture found in the
(USDI 1991)."

and sensitive qualities of the region are concentrated in the foreground (Fpg).

The extraction area will be visible from Highway 190. The contrast on the site that ™\

the casual observer.

3.0.0 DESCR ON OF PROPOSED MINING OPERATION

17
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The site will be mined for material to be used

er, the maximum annual extraction volume

is al. In
be mine.
on will be implemented.
Material from this site will be used for road and construction on an as-needed
basis. Refer to Map Sheet 2 for the confi of the site.

be a minimum 20-foot setback for
boundaries of the site. Material s

and stored on-site, and will be transported off-

The site will be accessed from the northwest via a dirt road constructed within the
southern half of the 400-foot-wide Caltrans way for Highway 190.

the native surface) will be salvaged and

post-mining rec phase.

18
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The following erosion and sediment control measures will be impl
ntial slope instability problems and minimize erosion and

tops where the
basins. The
periods on. If the
moved site. No

on site as part of the mining operation.

this site will be that crushing,
ntrol. Water will to the hoshone.
3.6.1 Waste Water

Water will be trucked to the site to provide safe drinking water for site employees.

19
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During s, portable toilets will be brought to the site and maintained.

emissions.

3.8.1 Noise

the concurrent

are no towns, dwellings, or buildings

vehicular emissions.
Because the soil from materials screening, extraction, and hauling is a
, such as
debris, will also help o
control dust.

20



Attachment B

necessitate access road intersection
are mining
and will be
activities are not likely to cause an

4.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED RECLAMATION

trans in source and
the site ted acc ssed
The land is zoned by Inyo Coun CDFG
and BLM sources the site is not for any
sensitive species. However, the site does wildlife

alternative end uses.
a future date. resource likely
to the curren will not have

s.

s hes, and
such as

, and revegetation will be initiated when final

21
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final there will

buffer zone.

amount of coarse material (gravel) in the
thereby armoring the revegeteted site.

22
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4.5.]1 Muiches
Since this site, a gravel mulch
will n il will act as a protective

lag layer, thereby guarding against

unding the site.
control for the

permanent.

and the Greenwater Range, and within a 20-
mile radius of MS #286A.

by , three
will and/or
outside of the lease boundary as part of the

serve to aid the growth of invasive exotics and therefore is not
site. :

vegetation. Remediation for invasive

23
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ot the public. No hazardous
th access point to the site will
standards, for the
standards will be

as part of the annual monitoring report.

(H:V), which has
al for all except the

Plan.

cacti and to achieve 5
the survival rate falls
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Site maintenance and monitoring will continue until Inyo County deems reclamation complete.

All erosion and sediment control structures will be maintained and monitored annually

for the
fail on
other structures.
ofa structure will be
tures .
-in Table 4.10-1.
the the
, the be

as a remedial measure as detailed in Table 4.10-1.

Once the activities have been

suggested remedial measures.
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5.0.0 COST OF RECLAMATION

A reclamation cost estimate is provided in Appendix A.

6.0.0 APPLICANT STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

An Applicant Statement of Responsibility can be found on Page 2 of Appendix A-1.
7.0.0 REFERENCES

tural
Ran
76).
is for Drainage Design
1989
gion
99922b of California. California Division of Mines and Geology
of Strong
Ground-

cation No. 20 (pages 43-102).

of the untains in the
u.s. Survey Open
State of California Department of Water Resources (DWR). 1976. Bulletin 195.

Stoddart, L.A., A.D. Smith, and T.W. Box. 1975. Range Management, Third Edition. McGraw-
Hill, New York, N.Y.

T.H., J. Nuter, W.R.

of dissolved solids and
U. S.

Soil Conservation Service. 1986. Urban Hydrology for Small

and 1993, for the d (Mojave
.U Service, O pp. plus
U. S. . 1988 (Provisional Edition). Ryan Quadrangle, 7.5-minute Topographic

27
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APPE

DIX A

COUNTY OF INYO
MINING RECLAMATION PLAN APPLICATION

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NFORMATION DATE:

This is for a: [check the

X__ Mining Operation ___X_Sand/Gravel Pit
_____ Milling Operation _____ Concrete Batch Plant
____ Exploration

1  APPLICANT

01-23-97 USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY

____X_ Screening Plant
___X__ Asphalt Batch Plant

X___ Other (describe) RECLAMATION PLAN

Name: California of Phone 872-0601
Address: 500 South Main Street
City: Bishop State: Califomia Zip: 93514
2 REPRESENTATIVE
Name: David B. Grah Phone: (619) 872-0734
Caltrans District 09
Address: 500 South Main Street
City: Bishop State: Califoia Zip: 93514

3 LANDOWNER
Name: U.S. Dept. of Interior, Bureau of Land
.Address: 300 S. Richmond Road
City: Ridgecrest
OPERATOR
Name: California Dept. of Transportation (Caltrans)
Address: 500 S. Main Street

State: Califomia

Phone: (619) 384-5400

Zip: 93555

Phone: (619) 872-0734

City: Bishop State: Califomia Zip: 93514
5. LESSEE

Name: California of Phone: (619) 872-0734

Address: 500 S. Main Street

City: Bishop State: Califomnia Zip: 93514
6 ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO(S): 43-070-000

Section(s): E1/2 of Section 14 Township(s): 25N Range(s): 4E

Latitude: 17° 30° 35N

Longitude: 116° 30° 43°'W
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CLAIM DESCRIPTION(S)

Name TYPE RECORDED BLM
voL PG iD#
Borrow Pit (Placer)
the setting of the area with a more detailed de of the
epo mined and principle minerals or rock types If ed in a
geologic report please attach a copy. .

MINING OPERATION

A. : 1997
B. . State Material Site #286A or New Death Valley Junction Pit
C. : Sand and gravel
D. : QRE: 38,000 yd3 WASTE: 2,000 yd3
TOTAL: 40,000 ya®

E. 120 yrs :30yrs
F. Operation is: Continuous Intermittent: X Seasonal:
G. Operation is: New Site In Operation: Inactive: X
H. :5 :6amto 6 pm Stading Time: 6.am
L 1 17 01
J. : None
MINE

2450° 3° ‘

:30° 13:1(HV) 182
869 Maximum Width: 273’
2°

Bench Height: NA Bench Width: NA
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SIZE OF OPERATION (in Acres)

Owned: Leased 1.7 acres
Patented: Sub-leased

Unpatented: 7.7 acres Other

Total Acres: 2.7 acres To be Reclaimed: 2.4 acres

MINE WASTE (See Map Sheets for phases)

Describe waste piles, tailings ponds, other ponds, and leach pads.
1e, pond or pad whe
2450 3:1 (H:V)
15 NA
300° NA
ml

TYPE OF OPERATION
Open Pit

Borrow Pit X
GravelSand Pi X
Clay Pit

Hill Top

Side Hill

Shovel/Truck

Dragline

OTHER CONSTRUCTION

Access Roads
Asphalt Batch Plant (port)
Bathhouse (Dry)
Blasting

Concrete Batich Plant
Conveyors

Crushers (portable)
Explosive Storage
Office Site (portable)
On-Site Living
Sewage Disposal

Single Bench
Muttibench
Underground
Hardrock

Waste Dump
Tailings Pond
Quarry

Other (describe)

Piant Site (portable X
Screening (portable) X
Settling Ponds -
Sheds.

Shops.

Stockpiles X
Tallings Dams

Tanks (asphalt & diesel) X
Water Wells

Waste Dumps

Other (describe)
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17.

18.

19.

Attachment B

PROCESSING
A. Check Box(es) that Describe Operation:
Crushing (portable) X Amalgamation
Milling Concrete Batch
Washing X Asphalt Batch (portable) X
Flotation Precipitate
Heap Leaching Hand Sont
Sizing . Smelting
Other (describe) Temporary Screening Plant (portable) X

B. List Chemicals Used in the Processing

ACCESS

Describe existing routes to the operation site. The stte is 5.5 miles west of Death Valley Junction on
Highway 190.

Describe any proposed new access roads to be constructed. 300’ of access road 1o be extended into
mining area from Highway 190.

AIR QUALITY
List Number and Types of Vehicles and Equipment Associated with the Project:

One D-9 CAT, one or more 5 cy FEL, Belly Dumps, Bobtail Trucks and Pickups, and a portable screening

WATER QUALITY/SUPPLY:

Source of Fresh Water Water truck (Shoshone or Death Valley Junction)
Gallons per Day Fresh 100 gallons/day (up to 2,000 galions/day for processing)
Gallons per Day Recycled None

Total Gallons Used per Day 100 gallons/day (up to 2,000 gallons/day for processing)
Chemicals Used None

Method of Chemical Disposal None

Proposed Sewage System Portable toilets, Commercial Vendor

ENERGY:

To be Consumed by the Project/Month
ELECTRICITY Diesel Generator (see below)
NATURAL GAS

OTHER FUELS (type):

o
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Describe the site alterations that wil be produced by your proposed project. For instance, describe
topographic changes, storm flows that wil have to be channelized, lengths of new roads and/or

easements and other such changes:

See map sheet #3 for final site configuration

If your project requires any permits from other agencies, please identify the agency and type of permits.
Somie of the Agencies or department that you may have to obtain permits from are listed below:

Great Basin Unified Air Poliution Control District Opertating Permit
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board

County Environmental Health Department

County Building and Safety Department

County Road Department

Bureau of Land Management Mining Permit
Califomia Department of Fish and Game

Inyo National Forest
Inyo County Reclamation Plan Approval

Note: the
HAZARDOUS WASTES: AIR QUALITY; AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Pursuant to Section 65962.5(e) of the California Government Code the project site

is
is not X on the latest list prepared by the Secretary of Environmental Affairs as a

hazardous waste site.

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a)(1) of the California Government Code the applicant

will
wil not X__need to comply with Seclions 25505, 25533, and 25534 of the Califomia Health and

Pursuant to Section 65850.2(a)(2) of the California Govemment Code the applicant
will
will not X___handle acutely hazardous materials as defined by Section 25500 et. seq. of the Califomia
Health and Safety Code. If “will" is checked then a notice of requirement to comply with or determination
ent and ention Program (RMPP) from the Inyo County
| be attach this application pursuant to Section 65850.2(b) of

the Califomia Government Code.
b) of th mment code the applicant shall attach certification
Arr Po the
resrequ by 423 the ndS

by them ete r pol resu m the project.
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24. | PROPOSED OR POTENTIAL USE OF THE LAND AFTER RECLAMATION
open space and wildlife habitat
25. | METHODS OF RECLAMATION: See Section 4.0.0
Backfilling Rehabilitation of drainage
Stabilization of slopes ~X_  Equipment and refuse removal X
Resoiling and revegetation_ X_ Mitigate Hazards -
Soil Augmentation Other (describe) o e
26. | TIMING OF RECLAMATION

Check One:
—_XMining and Reclamation is done simultaneously.
——. Reclamation will be done after mining complete.
State sequence of mining and reclamation. See map sheets #1 -#3 and Section 3.0.0
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27. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE SUMMARY SHEET MINING AND MILLING
OPERATIONS

Section 2773.1 of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) requires that financial assurance be
established for each surface mining operation to ensure reclamation is performed in accordance with the surface
mining operation’s approved reclamation plan. The assurance is to be reviewed on an annual basis to account for
new lands disturbed, inflation, and reclamation of lands completed in accordance with the approved reclamation

plan.

rec ion of your operation based on existing and/or anticipated
esti shouid show a detailed break-down of cost to include,

but not be limited to the following items:

A. Earthwork/Recontouring

=
&
&

Manpower’
1. Roads
2. Pits, Adits/Trenches
3. Process Ponds
4. Heaps
5. Dumps (waste + landfills)
6. Tailings
7. Buildings and Equipment
8. Drainage Control Plan
9. Misc. (remove fence)
Subtotal

E[TTTTEFEE

Revegetation/Stabilization

Roads

Pits, Adits/Trenches
Process Ponds

Heaps

Dumps (waste + landfills)
Tailings

Buildings and Equipment
Drainage Control Plan
9. Misc. (describe)

10. Monitoring

(post reclamation)

Subtotal

: FITEEETED  ETTPETRREES

A
N i

WRUSADRYI S =y

lt:t:sum:y construction cost rust use California prevailing wage law. Wage rates must include
FICA, and other required coverage and s covering vour work force.
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27. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE SUMMARY SHEET MINING AND MILLING
OPERATIONS (cont)

C. Detoxification/Disposal of Wastes

z
&
B

Manpower! Equipment
Process Ponds
Heaps
Dumps (waste + landfills)
Tallings
Drainage Control Plan
Misc. (describe)
. Monitoring
(post reclamation)

LTI

Subtotal

EEITRPPT

D. Removal

. Structures
. Equipment
. Facilities

1
2
3
Subtotal

FFFF F FPPPFRFE

FFTT

Insurance (on site liability (1.5%)
Contract Administration (15%)

Bond (performance & payment) (1.5%)
Profit (10%)

EEEE FTIT

Grand Total $4.074.00
J. Remarks

¢ Al costs are to be calculated as third party contracts (the County will put the contracts out b bid in caso of
defautt), If you seek a bond reduction ummm%m'mtwm.Mammm&mamw
for the reduction ©o the County.
28. TYPE OF FINANCIAL ASSURANCE (check one):
Surety Bond
— lrevocable Letter of Credit

Trust Funds (Cash)

—XCalifornia Department of Transportation-Budget Set Aside
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= 29. RECLAMATION COST ESTIMATE FOR EXPLORATION OPERATIONS
A. Earthwork/Recontouring

Manpower Equipment Materials
1. Roads s F | I
2. Drill Pads s 8 s __
3. Trenches s s - T
Subtotal s _ s e
B. Revegetatior/Stabilization
1. Roads s s £
2. Drill Pads s s s
3. Trenches - T s $
4. Monitoring (if required) s s $
(post reclamation)
Subtotal s s s
C. Insurance (on site liability) (1.5%) g
D. Contract Administration (15%) s
E. Bond (performance & payment) (1.5%) $ ____
F. Profit (10%) s
G. Total s
™ H. GrandTotal &
. -Remarks
* Al costs are to be as third party contracts (the County will put the contracts out to bid in case of operator
dohd!).Ifywwdtabaﬂmddmbsedumnwmm'hhmse‘eqﬁpﬂmwm.ammhamm and a writien request
for the raduction 1o the County.
0 TYPE OF FINANCIAL ASSURANCE (check one):

Surety Bond

Irevocable Letter of Credit

Trust Funds (Cash)

_ X Not Applicable
=N i
RIS ¢ YT LA

00 o oz resd
olecisl) — ikt A yorold
i T RNV

Lol mvmr s o vy
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31. NOTIFICATION OF RESPONSIBILITY

L. The SMARA Coordinator, the undersigned representing (the) {state

agency) legal holder of the possessory interest, mineral and/or surface rights to the property commonly
known as the Material Site #288 located in Township 21S , Range 37E Section(s) .36 (MDBM), do
to by the n Plan as submitted with the application.

3 Fer®@7
David B. SMARA Coordinator Date

I~

State

County

On #2}/ 3 397 before
DATE NAME, TTTLE OF OFFICER-E.G.,"JANE DOE, NOTARY PUBLIC"

personally appeared
NAME(S) OF SIGNER(S)

personally known to me-OR- proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose
name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and by
his’/herAheir signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf
of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

SIGNATURE OF
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APPLICANTS CERTIF CAT ON OF FILING: (Legal owner of the property must sign)

NOTE: if more than one person is involved in the ownership of the property or mineral rights a
separate page must be attached to this application which lists the names and
All applicants for surface mining permits who are not also the recorded owner(s) of

| certify under penalty of perjury that | am the owner of record, or as noted below and the owner

of record has knowledge of and consents to the min
application for this property. | further certify that ntai ct to the
best of my knowledge.

i (s 24

individual owners must sign as their names
to the fand)

Officer(s) empowered to sign for the Corporation.

Owner's legal Agent having Power of Attorney for this action (a
Certified Power of Attormey document must accompany the
application form).

Date

O &’e/u:[{

Print Name

Whacr

NOTE: THIS APPLICATION REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE INYO COUNTY PLANNING
COMMISSION. YOU OR A REPRESENTATIVE MUST BE PRESENT TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS.
FAILURE TO APPEAR MAY RESULT N THE PUBLIC HEARING BEING CONTINUED OR THE

APPLICATION DENIED.
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State of '

County of ,

On before me, _
DATE NAME, TITLE OF OFFICER-E.G.,"JANE DOE, NOTARY. PUBLIC"

personally appearsd

NAME(S) OF SIGNER(S)
personally known to me-OR- proved to me on the basis of satistactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s)
is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowiedged to me that he/shefthey
executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and by his/her/their
signature(s) on instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s)
acted, executed the ins.trument.

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

SIGNATURE OF NOTARY
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APPEN IX A-3

Financial Assurance Cost Estimate Worksheets

Mine Name: ine ID# : 91-14-0046

Financial Assurance Worksheets prepared by:

Total

1. Removal of Roads $269.00

2. Regrading Pit Areas $269.00
) 3. Regrading Mine Spoils $198.00

4. Topsoil Replacement : $291.00

5. Seeding Costs $1,300.00

6. Channel Grading

7. Removal of Structures/Buildings

8. Supervision (2% to 7% of Direct Costs) $105.00

9. Profit & Overhead (3% to 15% of Direct Costs) $209.00

10. Contingencies (2% to 10% of Direct Costs) $140.00

11. Mobilization (1% to 5% of Direct Costs) $70.00

- Total Financial Assurance Amount =
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Description of Task:

Describe the task required to meet the conditions of the ‘approved reclamation plan:

Length of Road: 750’ Width of Road: 20°
Total Pavement Materials (cy/br.): 0CY Total Acres:_0.34 _
List all equipment, operating costs, total hours and total cost Jor each category.
Total Total Total
ur $/ho r Honrx Costf($)
1) Cat 966 FEL $73.00 $0 $0
2) Cat D8L Dozer w/ ripper 1 $104.82 $104.82 1 $105
3) Water Truck 1 $30.93 $30.93 1 $31
4) Cat 12G Blade 1 $38.40 $38.40 1 $38
5) Ford F-700 Truck $25.00 $0 $0
Total Equipment Cost $174
List all labor categories 1o complete the job requirements.
Labor
Rate Total Total Total
1) Heavy Equip. Operator (G-13) 1 $32.99 $32.99 1 $33
2) Heavy Equip. Operator (G-13) 1 $32.99 $32.99 1 $33
3) Heavy Equip. Operator (G-13) . $32.99 $32.99 $
4) Truck Driver (G-5) 1 $29.41 $£29.41 1 $29
5) Laborer (G-1) $25.12 $25.12 $0
Total Labor Cost $£0§
ist all materials required to complete job requirements (including disposal costs)
Unit Total
1) Asphalt Disposal (loads) $100 $100 $0
Total Materials Cost - %0
D. Calculations:
Equipment Cost + Labor Cost + Materials Costs = Total Direct Cost $269
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Desc
™~ e and g fo pit . ections and amation
an to info pro op have submi sufficient
data.

Describe the task required to meet the conditions of the approved reclamation plan:

Ranch Pit Thr W/MDRI Fine Grade 1Thr. WN2G

Production Rate(s) (cy/hr):_____800 Total Acres:__1.66

Instructions: List all equipment required to complete final highwall grading for pit areas. You
may want to separate mine areas for ease of accounting.

Total Total Total
1) Cat 631 Scraper $134.38 $134.38 $
2) Cat D8SL Dozer 1 $104.82 $104.82 1 $105
3) Water Truck 1 $30.93 $30.93 1 $31
4) Cat 12G Blade 1 $38.40 $38.40 1 $38
£174

Total Equipment Cost

List all labor categories to complete the job requirements.

-~ Labor Rate  Total Total Total
1) or (G-13) 1 $32.99 $32.99 1 $33
2) or (G-13) 1 $32.99 $32.99 1 $33
3) 1 $29.41 $29.41 1 $29
Total Labor Cost 295
List all materials required to complete job requirements (including disposal costs).
Unit Total
1)
Total Materials Cost
Equipment Cost + Labor._Cost +. Materials Costs = Total Direct Cost £7R0Q
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Describe the methods used to regrade spoil piles to meet final approved reclaimed contours.
Rin & areaes thr W/MNR

Total Acres:_1.66 Production Rate(s) (cy/hr) 17200 -

Instructions: List all equipment to complete final highwall grading for pit areas. You may want t0
separate mine areas for ease of accounting.

Total Total Total

1) Cat DSL Dozer 1 $104.82 $104.82 1 $105
2) Water Truck 1 $30.93 $30.93 1 ‘831
Total Equipment Cost $136
B._Labor: List all categories to complete the job requirements.

Labor Rate Total Total Total
) Heavy Equip. Operator (G-13) 1 $32.99 $32.99 1 $33
2) Truck Driver (G-i) 1 $29.41 $29.41 1 $29
3) Laborer (G-1) $25.12 $25.12 $
Total Labor Cost $62

List all materials required to complete job requirements (including disposal costs).

Unit Total
Total Materials Cost
Equipment Cost + Labor Cost + Materials Costs = Total Direct Cost £108
Description of Task: Replacement of approved topsoil substitute on all reclaimed
surfaces as described in the approve tion plan.

Describe the topsoil replacement requirements of the reclamation plan:
Fine prade starkniled aterial ent nver
Total Topsoil (cubic yards): Total Acres:_2.0
Production Rate(s) (cy/hr):

Haul Distance (feet):

,‘\

Instructions: List all equipment required to be used in the operation, operating costs with total co.
per category. Total the cost of equipment
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Total Total Total
™ Cat 631 Scraper $134.38 $134.38 3
Water Truck $30.93 $30.93 3
3) Cat 12G Blade 1 $38.40 $38.40 2 $77
4) 2-axle Dump Truck 1 $19.50 $19.50 2 $39
_ $116

Total Equipment Cost

B._Labor: List all labor categories to complete the Jjob requirements.

Total Total Total

1) Heavy Equip. r (G-13) 1 £32.99 $32.99 2 $66
2) Heavy Equip. r (G-13) $32.99 $32.99 $
3) Heavy Equip. r (G-13) $32.99 $

4) Truck Driver (G-5) 1 $29.41 $29.41 2 $59

5) Laborer (G-l) 1 $25.12 $25.12 2 $50
3175

Total Labor Cost
C._Materials: List all materials required to complete job requirements (including disposal costs).

Unit Total
1)
o~ Mal Material Cost — $0
Equipment Cost + Labor Cost + Materials Costs = Total Direct Cost $291

Describe the revegetation requirements of the approved reclamation plan:

coedine 2N0IKJA (20D N0 seed + annlication) /A on 20 A

List assumptions used in the estimate as described below:

Seeding Rate (lbs/ac): 20,0 Seeding Production Rate (ac/hr)

Total Acres: 2.0 Monitoring Period

7~
astructions: List all equipment required to be used in the operation, operating costs with total cost
per category. Total the cost of all equipment.
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Total Total Total
Liem Quantity $/Unit $/acre acres Cost($)
-~
Total Equipment Cost
B._Labor: List all labor categories to complete the Jjob regquirements.
Labor Rate Total Total Total
Item _$/ $/ Acr i
1) Seed Application $200/A $200.00 20 $400.00
Total Labor Cost — $40000
C. _Materials: List all materials required to complete job requirements (including disposal costs).
Unit Total
Item QOuantity Cost/Acre Acres Cosi($)
1) Seed Costs - 20.01b./A $450.00 2.0 $900.00
Total materials Cost ' —$900.00
D.__Calculations:
Equipment Cost + Labor Cost + Materials Costs = Total Direct Cost £1.300.00
~
-~
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= 'APPENDIX B

REVEGETATION MONITORING, SAMPLE DATA SHEET

Name Date Site #
Plot Size Plot Number Photo #
Treatment Received (i.e., type of mulch, resoiled?)

Plot Data: Total Piant Cover . Percent Bare Ground
Percent Litter Percent Exposed Gravel or Cobble

Taxa: .
Shrubs Percent Cover Number (density) Height/Vigor
Herbs Percent Cover Number (density) Height/Vigor

Notes:
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APPENDIX C

INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN (IMP)

David Grah .
Cal ia State Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
Dis 09

500 S. Main Street
Bishop, California 93514
(619) 872-0734

The purpose of an Interim Management Plan (IMP) is to prevent or
minimize adverse environmental effects from an idle mining operation and
to ensure that residual hazards to the public health and safety are
eliminated while the mine is idle.

The mining a is car ly gned such that an idle period can be
easily integ the 's agement. The erosion control and
drainage plan for the initial site reclamation phase and mining phase will
also serve to protect the site during idle periods. Within 90 days of this
yo n
tion.
an
eration's previous maximum annual
ation will be transmitted with the
request for idle status:

. desc n of any .equipment, structures, and other
facil that
remain on-site while the operation is idle.

The estimated annual production of overburden, mining
waste, and ore while the operation is
idle.
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e A description of surface mining operations that will be
conducted while the operation is idle.

Upon the County's approval of idle status, the following annual monitoring
activities will be implemented:

. verification that all erosion control and drainage control
structures have been installed for the mining phase and/or
reclamation phase, as per Section 3.0

and 4.0 of the reclamation plan;

° cleaning out of sediment basins, run-off retention areas,
straw check dams, and ditches (if any);

. clearing out of the up-gradient sides of the soil berms;

. maintenance of emplaced fill and fill slopes on site;

. maintenance and management of stockpiles; and,

° appropriate, off-site disposal of any illegally dumped
materials found on the site.
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APPENDIX D

Desert Tortoise Mitigation

In order to protect the desert tortoise. from impacts during
operations and restoration of the material site, the following
measures will be implemented; 1) the material site will be fenced
with tortoise proof fencing installed on a five strand barbed wire
type fence; 2) a locked gate will be provided for security and to keep
tortoises out of the pit site and a 25 mile per hour speed limit will be
placed on the access road; 3) a qualified tortoise monitor will be
present during the fencing on the project site to be sure that no
tortoise are harmed; 4) after the fence has been installed, the entire
pit site will be surveyed for tortoises. Any tortoise found during the
clearance survey will be relocated outside of the fence: 5)
educational classes will be given to the crews that are to use the site;
and 6) the fence will be monitored each year during the active
season to ensure that the- femce is providing the desired protection
for the desert tortoise.

The tortoise monitor éhall hold a current Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the DFG and USFWS that authorizes
handling on the desert Tortoise.

Any mortality or injury to a desert tortoise shall be reported to
the DFG and USFWS within 24 hours.
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Planning Department i

168 North Edwards Street Phone: (10, 8722705

Post Office Drawer L FAX: (619)872-2712

Independence, California 93526 E-Mail: InyoPlanning@telis.org
DRAFT NEGATIVE OF IMPACT

PROJECT TITLE: Reclamation Plan # 96-10/ New Death Valley Junction Site - #286A-
California State Department of Transportation (CalTrans)

PROJECT LOCATION:

The project is located on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands approximately 5.5 miles west
of the community of Death Valley Junction ( more specifically referenced as being on the south
side of Highway 190 at post mile 135.5). The project is located in a portion of Section 14,
Township 25 North, Range 4 East, SBBM.

PROJECT DES ON:

This is 2 mining project that will occupy approximately 7.7 acres of BLM lands. The site is an
irregular-shaped polygon with sides ranging in lengths from 869 feet to 273 feet. The site has not
yet been mined. Approximately 7.2 acres of the site will be disturbed by operations.
Approximately 0.2 acres will be disturbed off-site for an access road entering the site from the
north. The termination date for this reclamation plan shall be the year 2022 A. D. The site will be
mined for material to be used for road repair and maintenance, and possible construction. It is
estimated that the annual extraction volume will be about 7,500 cubic yards. There is a pre-
existing borrow site 1,500 feet east (across State Highway 190) that has naturally reclaimed itself

(1974).

FINDINGS:

An Initial Study and an Evaluation of Potential Impacts has been by the Planning
Department (attached). The Initial Study, including an environmental checklist, indicated that the
proposed project, as mitigated, will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment for

the following reasons:

A. The proposed project is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Inyo County
General Plan. Therefore, the project is consistent with the adopted General Plan Land
Use designation of "Open Space - Natural Resources."

B. The proposed reclamation plan is consistent with the requirements of the Inyo County
Zoning Ordinance and the OS-40 (Open space-40 acre minimum) zone.

C. The proposed Reclamation Plan is consistent with the requirements of Chapter 7.70
of the Inyo County Code.

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec
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D. Existing public and private services are adequate to meet the requirements of the
proposed project without the need for their expansion.

E. Potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat is considered to be in agreement
with the standards set by the Fish and Game Code for potential habitat loss. Because of
the potential loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, however sparse, Section 711.4
of the Fish and Game Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this project is
deemed "operative, vested, or final." The potential impact is greater than de minimus
standard of section 711.4. Said $1,250.00 shall be paid by the applicant at the time the
Notice of Determination is filed by the Planning Department (5 days after the reclamation
plan approval).

F. Based upon the information submitted, and the mitigation measures which will be
required as a result of the Initial Study, it has been found that the project does not have
the potential to create a significant adverse impact on the following:

1. Earth

2. Flora or fauna

3. Air Quality
This constitutes a Negative Finding for the Mandatory Findings required pursuant to
Section 15065 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

Mitigation measures that will be required are as follows:

1. EARTH:
PROBLEM:
Although the area is not in an identified FEMA flood zone, short-term high-intensity
precipitation events have been known to occur in this area.

MITIGATION MEASURE: CalTrans shall recalculate the potential for flooding based
upon 20-year flood data and design appropriate containment or diversion structures.

MITIGATION LEVEL: Mitigate to a less than significant level.
LEAD AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Commission

FUNDING SOURCE: Mining Operator/Applicant shall directly implement this measure
at their expense.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY: Mining Operator/Applicant.

TIMING: Mitigation measure is to be implemented prior to mining.

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 2
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MONITORING AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Department.

2. EARTH:
PROBLEM:
CalTrans has requested that a temporary asphalt batch plant be authorized for the site.

MITIGATION MEASURE: CalTrans or the contractor shall not bury any asphalt on
site,

MITIGATION LEVEL: Mitigate to a less than significant level.
LEAD AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Commission

FUNDING SOURCE: Mining Operator/Applicant shall directly implement this measure
at their expense.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY: Mining Operator/Applicant.

TIMING: Mitigation measures are to be implemented concurrently with operations, and
at the time of final closure.

MONITORING AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Department.

- 3. FLORA and FAUNA:
PROBLEM:
CalTrans will be removing 15 cacti and donating them to the National Park Service, and
replacing them during reclamation. Also, the area is within the range of the Desert
Tortoise.

MITIGATION MEASURE: Conditions of approval shall include the following
- mitigation measures:

1. Replace the 15 cacti to be disturbed by mining.

2. CalTrans standard mitigation measures shall be followed to protect the Desert
Tortoise.

MITIGATION LEVEL: Mitigate to a less than significant level.
LEAD AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Commission

FUNDING SOURCE: Mining Operator/Applicant shall directly implement this measure
at their expense.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY: Mining Operator/Applicant.

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 3
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TIMING: Mitigation measures are to be implemented concurrently operations and
closure.

MONITORING AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Department.

4. AIR QUALITY:
PROBLEM:

This project will create dust in the initial operations, start-up, operation and reclamation.

MITIGATION MEASURE: In the initial start-up and during operations CalTrans shall
supply a water truck on-site to keep the dust down while these activities are being
conducted. The County of Inyo of Inyo is not required to have a water truck on site as
the County will not be operating either a screening plant or asphalt plant within the project
area.

Should, in the future, the County wish to operate either the screening plant or the asphalt
batch plant, the County (with permission from CalTrans) shall supply a water truck for
dust suppression. :
MITIGATION LEVEL: Mitigate to a less than significant level.

LEAD AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Commission

FUNDING SOURCE: Mining Operator/Applicant shall directly implement this measure
at their expense.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY: Mining Operator/Applicant.

TIMING: Mitigation measures are to be implemented concurrently operations and
closure.

MONITORING AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Department.

5. FLORA and FAUNA:
PROBLEM:
Area will need to be reseeded at time of closure.
MITIGATION MEASURE: The project will disturb 7.7 acres of wildlife and plant
habitat. However, the reclamation plan shall mitigate the disturbance by implementation
of reclamation conditions.

MITIGATION LEVEL: Mitigate to a less than significant level.

LEAD AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Commission

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 4
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FUNDING SOURCE: Mining Operator/Applicant (CalTrans) shall directly implement
this measure at their expense.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY: Mining Operator/Applicant.

TIMING: Mitigation measures are to be implemented concurrently operations and
closure.

MONITORING AGENCY: Inyo County Planning Department. -

The review period for this Negative Declaration expires on /Wﬂ—i/ 27 / ??/ Inyo County is
not required to respond to any comments received after this date. ‘

Additional information is available from the Inyo County Planning Department. Please contact
Project Planner, Curtis E. Kellogg, if you have any questions regarding this project.

INYO COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Y-~ . o S,

Date Peter Chamberlin
Planning Director
Attachments: Initial Study,
Evaluation of Potential Impacts

Vicinity Map (from Rec. Plan)

Dalg  Reviewer Initigls
/5% | Project Planner %
7k/24 | Review Planner | r

&t 2 Planning Direclor 2

| Secretary

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 5
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INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST
L BACKGROUND
Project Title: n Death tc - #286A-
D ranspo
2. Namc of Project Applicant: California Statc Departraent of Transportation (CalTrans)
3. Address and Phonc Numbcr of Applicant: 500 South Main Street
Bishop, CA 93514
(760) 8720734
4. Lcad Agency Contact Persons: Earl H. Gann & Curtis E. Kcllogg.
5. Lead Agency Address and Phone Number:  Inyo County Planning Dcpartment
P. O. Drawer “L"
Independence, CA 93526
(760) 87802363

6. Date Checklist Completed:

7. Parties Completing Checklist: Earl H. Gann, Mine Reclamation Planner.
Curtis E. Kelloge, Asscciatc Planner.

8. Project Location: The project is located on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands

(
ed

9 Genceral Plan Designation: Open Space / Natural Resources .
10. Zoning Classification: 0S-40 (Open Space - Forty acres minimam).

11. Description of Project (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later
Phases of the and any secondary, support, or off-site necessary for its
implementation. Attach additional sheets if n :

Thisisa mining project that will occupy approximately 7.7 acres of BLM lands. The site is an

i polygon with sides ranging in lengths from 869 feet to 273 feet. The site has

not yet been mined. Approximately 7.2 acres of the site will be disturbed by operations.

Approximately 0.2 acres will be disturbed off-site for an access road entering the site from the

north. The termination datc for this reclamation plan shall be the ycar 2022 A. D. The site will
for be used for construction. It is
tha I extraction

12, Surrounding Land Uses and Sctting (Briefly describe the project’s surroundings):

The surrounding land usc is Open Space (across State Highway 190 to the north arc lands
designated as “Wilderness™ by the BLM).

13. Other Agencics Whose Approval Is Required (e.g., permils, fi approval, or participation
agreement).
Burcau of Land Management

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 6
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n. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

nis /] that ately
info es ' eses each

project-specific factors as well as gencral standards (c.g., the project will not exposc sensitive
receptors to pollutants, based on a ific screcning analysis).

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-sitc,
cunulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as
opcrational impacts.

3. "Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an cffect is
significant.

4.
less-than level.

5. No Mitigation Identificd: EIR applies where there is substantial evidence than an effect is
significant and no mi n is identified or more analysis is needed. Whcn this determination
is made, an EIR is required.

6. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative dcclaration. State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(c)(3YD).

the discussion.

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 7
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. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

Include explanations for all answers by adding text 1o form or on attached pages,

Potentially Significant Impaa

Less-thag-
Significant
Impact

Mitigtion No

Idontified - Mitigation
Negative [derilied -

Declaration * EIR

|

Land Use and Planning

Does the project conflict with adopted land use plans or policies
that are applicable to the project sitc or to the project vicinity?
[Note that on a project-specific basis, such applicable land use
plans and policies may include those imposed by local agencies,
by local or regional agencies, and by statewide land use
agencics.]

This project will not conflict with any adopted land use plans
or policies.

Would the project conflict with open space, low-income housing,
ar other adopted land use goals that are applicable to the project
location?

This project will not conflict with any open space, low-income
housing or land use goals because the project is located in a
extremely remote area.

Would the project conflict with established recreational,
educational, religious, or scientific uses at the project location?

This project will not conflict with the above uses.

Would the project. require cancellation of Williamson Act
agricultural contracts, or convert agricultural land to a non-
agricultural use within an area designated as Important
Farmland by the Department of Conservation, or an area
designated as Prime Farmland by the Soil Conservation Service
of the federal Department of Agriculture?

This project is not in any farming area and will not convert any
agricultural land to non agricultural uses.

Would the project cause a nuisance to existing or planned land
uscs? Would existing or planned land uses cause a nuisance to
the residents or users of the project?

This project is consistent with existing land use policies of the
County in regards to mining.

2. Population, Employment, and Housing

Docs the project conflict with population, cmployment, or
housing policics or projections established by povernment
agencics with jurisdiction over the project?

This project is located in a remote area of the County and will

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 8
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Vi Potentially Significant [mpaa
No Lesy-than- Mitigation No
[mpact Significant Idemuified - Miigation
[opaa Negative Ideneificd -
Declaration ER

not affect any population, employment and housing policies or
projections.

b. Will the project directly or indirectly cause substantial growthor X
concentration in the population beyond current levels?

Due to the small size of the project no substantial growth or
population concentration will occur.

c. Will the project dircctly or indirectly cause a nct loss in the X
pumber of jobs in the community or cause substantial job or
income losses by changing the employment opportunities in a
copununity? ’

Because of the nature of this project no net loss of jobs will

occeur.
d  Does the project displace existing residences or otherwisc create X
or a housing shortage?

No residential units are located in the area of this project. This
project will not create a housing sh

-~ 3. Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
a. Would the project conflict with applicable legal requircments X

regarding and soil conservation?
This will not conflict with any legal requirements
geohazards and soil conservation.
b. X

related to a fault, or in an area designated as geologic hazard
arca or subject to geohazard safety measures in a local plan or
ordinance?
The
asi
printed).
c. Does the substrate at the project site consist of material that is X

subject to liquefaction or other secondary scismic hazards in the
cvent of groundshaking?

The substrate is not subjecl to liquefaction or hazards.

d Is there any evidence of static hazards, such as landsliding or X
slopes in excess of 15%, that could result in slope failure?

) The area has no slopes grater than 15% and is not subject o
landsliding.

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 9
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Potontiaily Significant lopac [
No Less-than- Mitigation No
Impat  Significant Idontified - Mitigation
[opacx Nipative
Declaration ER

c. Is the project located on or in the vicinity of soil that is likely to X

ﬁuu
by
Due 1o the nature of the project, no gro drawdown will
oceur.
f Are ght X
resul
Soils in the project area are not charact hy i
potential.
g Would the project result in substantial soil crosion or loss of X
topsoil?
ct soil ay
will mi fo
h. 10) X
i the
resources such as those identified in a Mineral Resource Zonc
identified by the California Department of Mincs and ?
The project will not result in the loss of a valuable mineral
resource.
i. cct result que geographical featurc X
national s
The project site does not have any unique
4. Hydrology and Water Quality
a ble legal requirements X
any legal ts

This project will not cause direct or indirect wastewater
discharges of hazardous materials to surface water.

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 10
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o~ Potontially Significant lmpac
No Less-than- Miligation No
Impat  Signifi ldentified-  Mitigation
[mpact Negative {dentificd -
Declaration ER
rclated hazards such as subsidence?
This project will not Groundwater in the
area is not potable, and , undrinkable.
d Would the project alter the exisling drainage pattern of the site X

or area in a manner that results in flooding, erosion, or siltation,
on- or off-site?

Drainage may be affected. However, this will not be a
significant impact.
e I in r X
or r
planned changes to flood control measures?

cati

the
should not affect the site. There is no FEMA flood map printed
Jfor the area.

CalTrans shall recalculate the potential for flooding based
upon 20-year flood data and design containment or
o diversion structures.

5. Biological Resources
a. Would the project violate any cnvironmental law or regulation X
designed 1o protect wildlife, fisheries, plant species, or habitat
areas?
The will disturb 7.7 acres of wildlife and plant habitat.

However, the on plan shall mitigaie the disturbance by
tation of on conditions.

b. Would the project directly harm a sensitive species or cause a net X
loss to the habilat of the specics?

The short term impacts will harm species habital. However,
reclamation will restore to a less than significant impact
(see standard CalTrans Mi in the Reclamation
Plan).

¢. Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of X
any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, or with
established resident or migratory corridors?

This project will not interfere substantially with the movement
of any resident or wildlife

d.  Would the project causc any fish or wildlife population to drop X
below sell-sustaining levels?

The size of this project will not cause any fish or wildlife

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 11
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population 1o drop below ning levels.

€. Would the project cause a nmet loss of any riparan lands,
wetlands, marshes, or other cnvironmentally sensitive habitat
areas?

No wetlands are in the area of this

£ Would the project result in the loss of any "specimen tree” or tree
with historic value?

No trees are in the project area.

Wildlife measures for Callrans shall be those
standard measures on all CalTrans as outlined
in their reclamation plan.

6. Cultural and Historical Resources

a. Would the project conflict with the cultural and historic
protection measures established by federal, state, or local

regulatory programs?
tection
b. Would cause or
future prehi site

listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places, the California Register of Historic Resources, or a

of been adopted by
?

or

No cultural were found within the

cultural significance to a community, cthnic, or social group?
No.

d the
pal

tory (1974) found no paleonto

nce of, or prevent

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 12
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Potentially Significmt Impaa

No Lasshap- Mitigation No
lopat  Sigpificam Identified - Mitigation
[mpaat Negative [duntified -
Declaration ER
¢. Would the project cause the disturbance of any human remains? X

No human remains have been found in the project area
(previous survey — 1974).

7. ‘Traffic and Transpertation

a. Would the project causc a new violation, or cxacerbatc an X

of a state or local agency? (LOS ratings range from "A” to “F",
with many California agencies ranking "E" and “F" as

V/C ratios range from 0 to 1.0, with many
California agencies ranking an incremental worsening of 0.02 as
unacceptable for interscctions already operating at LOS E or F.
These significance thresholds should be used to evaluate average

area.)

Due to the remote location of this site, no legal standard
(o traffic levels will be violated.

b. Does the project conflict with an applicable Congestion X
Management Plan, air quality plan, or other plan or policy
relating to automobiles or transit systems, adopted by a federal,
state, or local agency?

No congestion management plan is in effect for this area of the
County. :

c. Would the project add traffic to a roadway that has design X
features (e.g., narrow width, roadside ditches, sharp curves, poor
sight distance, inadequate pavement structure) or supports uses
that would be e with substantial increases in traffic
(c.g., rural roads used by farm equiprent, livestock, horseback
riders, or pedestrians) that would result in safety problems with
the addition of project-related traffic?

The nature of this project will not add any traffic to any road
within the area.

d Does the projcct have adequate intcrmal circulation capacity, X
including entrance and exit routes, to safely
average and peak-hour traffic loads?

The remote location and the nature of this project will

adequately the traffic lnads by this
project.

e. Does the project provide for safe pedestrian and bicycle X
circulation?

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 13
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Potentially Significmt [mpact

No Lcss-than-
[mpaa  Significam
[mpaat

Mitigation No
Idotifid - Mitigation
Negative I[dentified -

Declaration ER

Pedestrian traffic will not be a problem in this area due to the
extremely remote location of the project site,

f  Docs the project provide sufficicnt parking capacity for the
projectcd numbers of aulomobiles and bicycles? If not, is there
sufficiecnt commercial parking capacity available in the
immediate project vicinity? If not, will unmct project parking
demand worsen parking availability for existing residents or
commercial enterprises?

The small size and nature of this project precludes any parking
problems associaled in the area of this project.

g Is the projcct currently served by the community transit
program? Is therc suflicicnt capacity on the existing transit
system for the project? If not, is there an adopted and funded
plan to increase transit capacity to meet project demand?

This project is not served by any community transit program.
This project will not creale any need to establish a community
transit program for this area.

8. Visual Quality and Aesthetics

a.  Would the project conflict with the applicable vista protection
standards, scenic resource protection requirements, and design
criteria of federal, state, and local agencies?

The visual qualities and vistas protection standards of the area
will not be affected by this project. Reclamation will restore the
project site close to its original configuraiion.

b. Does the project alter or obstruct existing public viewsheds from
or across the project site, including scenic features associated
with designated scenic highways?

The project, as submitted, will alter existing public viewsheds.
However, reclamation of the site will restore the landscape.

c. Does the project change the existing visual quality and character
at the project site in a manner that is inconsistent with other uses
that currently exist or have been approved for the area? Are such
changes attributable to project size, massing, density,
landscaping, regrading. or other changes to the physical
environment?

Reclamation will restore the project site close to its original
configuration.

d  Does the project increasc light and glare in the project vicinity so
as to cause a hazard or nuisance condition?

The nature of this project will not alter light or glare in the

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 14
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No
Impuct
project vicinity.
e c cantly reduce sunlight or ce X
in Would loss of sunlight or i in
shadows adversely affect sensitive species or habitats?
The nature of this will not alter the or reduce the
sunlight or introduce any shadows in the area.
Air Quality
a. Would the project violate any law or regulation designed to
achieve or maintzin compliance with ambient air quality
standards or protect against adverse health effects caused by air
pollution?
The County is a non-compliance area for PM10 emissions. This
will create dust in the initial start-up and
lo
b. Would the project violate any approved plan or policy regarding
congestion managcment plans, and local or regional CEQA
standards for air quality?
See 9a.
() the t
ch r
state ambicnt air quality standards? Would such a net increase
exceed any of the specific parameters listed below?
See 9a.
d Usingt X
of the

contaminant (TAC) emissions causc a significant short- or long-
term health risk? Would project TAC emissions cause an
increascd cancer risk of greater than ten per million?

The project will not cause any toxic air contaminant to be
released into the air.

e. Would the project requirc the removal or demolition of building X
componcnis containing asbestos, or the excavation or crushing of
serpentine rock containing asbestos?

Asbestos is not_found in the area.

f Would the project requirc the removal or movement of soils X
contaminated by hazardous materials that can cause adverse

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 15
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Patantially Significent (mpaa

No Less-than- Mitigation No
Impau Signilicam Identifid - Mitigution

[rpaa Neguive [denified -

Declarativn EIR

health impacts if airborne?

Soils to be moved in the road construction and the reclamation
of said roads are not contaminated with hazardous materials.
The soils do not contain any heazardous materials.

g Would the project concentrate vehicle trips or vehicle-related X

emissions in a localized area (e.g., intersections, parking areas),
which would cause a violation of the carbon monoxide ambient

air quality standard?

The small nature of this project will not violate any carbon

monoxide ambient air standards.

h. Does the project have the potential to cause an odor, visibifity, or X

other problem that would create a public nuisance condition?

Because of the remote location and the nature of this operation
no odors produced will create a public nuisance condition.

10. Noise and Vibration

a. Would the projcct violate any established noise or vibration law, X

regulation, or standard?

The project will not violate any established noise or vibration
law regulation or standard. All equipment shall conform with
the required standards set by both California Office of Safety
and Hedlth Administration and Mine Safety and Health

Administration.

b. Would the project cause a permanent increase in ambicnt noise X
or vibration levels that would be perccptible to humans in the
project vicinity, and that is perceptibly greater than the noise or
vibration levels caused by existing development in the project

area?

No permanent increase in noise will be created by this project.

€. Would the projcct cause a temporary or pericdic increasc in X
ambicnt noise or vibration levels that would be perceptible to
bumans in the project vicinity, and that is perceptibly greater
than the noisc or vibration levels caused by existing development

and activity in the projcct area?

Road consitruction, mining and reclamation activities will cause
a lemporary increase in ambient noise levels. Workers in the
immediale vicinity shall be required 1o wear hearing protection.

d  Can the project noise and vibration levcl during construction X

—

activities be limited to daylight, weekday hours and be com-
parable to that required for construction of existing development

in the project area?

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec
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Potentially Signiiicant lampait

No Less-than- Mitigation No
Impact  Significom  ldentified - Mitigmion
[mpact Nemive [denified -

Declaration EIR

Road construction, operations and reclamation aclivities may
increase noise levels on a sporadic basis. However, this is an
cant impact at the mine sile.

11. Utilities and Infrastructure

a. Will X
cratin
mission lines?
This will not require any expansion of existing electrical
cilities (portable diesel

b. Water: Will the project comply with water conservation and X

determined that it has adequate treatment facilities, conveyance
Will the
that is

This project will comply with water co req
The project will not expand any water supply.

c. Wastewater Treatment: Will the project comply with wastewater X

the t provider determined that it has
adequate treatment and capacity to serve project
demand?

This project will not creale any wastewater and will not require
expansion of any wastewater facility.

d  Solid Waste: Will the project comply with state and lIocal X

waste gencrated by the proposed project?

This project will create insignificant amounts of solid waste. It
will not impact any solid waste facility.

12. Public Services

a. staff ent lo X
nsc other
performance ?

The project will not require additional law enforcement

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 17
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Potentially Significoe Impact

No Leys-thap- No
Impact Signilicant Mitigation
[mpau Newative ldentified -

Declaration EIR

personnel or equipment to service this project.

b. Fire: Will the project require additional staff or equipment to X
maintain an acceptable level of service (i.c., fesponse time,
equipment capacity)?

This project will not require additional staff to maintain
adequate fire protection.

c. Schools: Will the project increase the population of school-age X
children in a K-12 school district that is or will be operating
without adequate staff, equipment, or facilities?

Schools will not be by this

d : the X
es,
park and recreational facilities, to comply with locally adopted
park and recreational service standards?

This project will nol increase the use of any park or
al facilities.

13. Energy

a. Does the project comply with applicable laws and regulations X
regarding encrgy conservation?

This project will comply with all energy
regulations.

b.  Does the project require quantities of nonrenewable sources of X
* ecncrgy in excess of quantities required by reccnt, similar
projects?

This will not require amouni le
resources.

¢. Do the energy suppliers have the capacity to supply the project's X
cenergy needs with existing and planned cncrgy sources and
conveyance systcms?

Energy suppliers will have no problems in supplying this

14. Hazardous Materials

a. Will the project comply with applicable fedcral. state, and local X
laws, regulations, and standards relating to hazardous marcrials?

This will not use any material, other than the
usual fuel to operate mobile equipment.

b. Is the soil or groundwater at cct by X
hazardous materials? Is :ch nati at

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 18
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Paentially Signilicnt ipadt

No Less-than- Mitigzstion No
[mpuct Significam Idemtified ~ Mitigation
lrpat Neutive Identified -
Declaration EIR
another location that is within 2,000 fect of the project site?
The
mal
2,000 feet of the project site. )
c. tea the X
the of
hazardous matcrials?
This project does not use hazardous materials in the
activities.
d to the X
. . upset .
conditions involving the likely release of hazardous materials to
the environment?
This operation does not use hazardous material.
e X

exposure or release?

This project is located outside the range of any
response plans.

f Are there hazardous material re-use, or one or more hazardous X
waste treatment or disposal, facilities available to lawfully accept
and handle hazardous wastes generated by the project?

This site will not generate any hazardous waste.

15. Mandatory Findings of Significance
a X

the major periods of California history or prehistory?

b. Does the project have the potential to achicve short-term, to the X
well into the future.)
c. d, but X
other
reasonably projects?

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 19
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Potentially Significat lrpact /=

No Less-thag- Mitigation No
Impat  Sipnificamt  Ildomtified - Mitigation
[mpact Nezative [dentified -

Declaration EIR

d Does the project have environmental effects that will cause X
substantial adverse cffects on human beings, cither directly or
indirectly?

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 20
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DETERMINATION BASED ON ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

On the basis of this Initial Study evaluation:

N
L]

proj
or
Excmption(s) ualawful.
The proposcd project COULD NOT have a significant cffect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION should

be prepared.

Although the project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effect
in this case becausc the mitigation measurcs described [above/in the attached list] will be a required condition of
project approval, and accordingly a MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION should be prepared.

Therc is substantial evidence that the proposed project ray have a significant adverse impact on the environment, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT should be required.

(RETBA_OF TLANN 1

CalTrans RP 96-10 Neg Dec 21
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STATE OF caurFornaTHE ResourddiagéBment B

- DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 4344¢
ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
DFG 753.5a (6-681)
Lead Agency: pate: F—2-97
County/State Agency of Filing: Document No.: Q7"’7/ 7
Project Title:
Project Applicant Name: Phone
Project Applicant Address: /
Project Applicant (check appropriate box):  Local Public Agency [] School District ] ~ Other Special District [ ]
State Agency Private Entity D
{ ) Environmental Impact Report $85000 $
Negative Declaration . $125000 $ /L2.3D.0A
Application Fee Water Diversion (State Water Resources Control Board Only)  $850.00 $
Projects Subject to Certified Regulatory Programs $850.00 $
County Administrative Fee $2500 §
Project that is exempt from fees
TOTAL $
Signature and title of person receiving payment
FIRST COPY-PROJECT APPLICANT  SECOND COPY-DFG/FASB AGENCY JSTATE AGENCY OF FILING
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Ta: _C_/Ofﬁcc of Planning and Research From: Agency)
1400 Tenth Street. Room 121
Sacramento, CA 95814
=~
County Clerk
County of SEP 0 21997
BEVERLY J. HARRY
INYO COUNTY CLERK
L77" DEPUTY
, 4
Fiilng ot Notice of Determination in compilance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code.
s
Project Title
(hans E Ke (70 $78-0
Suate Clearinghouse Number Lead Agency Area
{If submined to Clearinghouse) Contact Person
county) Zvyo
Project Description:

ﬁdﬁm’ﬁm 15N

Thisisw advise thacthe TV 0 ovuw wl <ommissrar approved the above described project on
Agency Agency
&l75 / 77 and has made the following determinaions regarding the above described project
(Date)

1. The project ((Jwill (Kwill not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. J An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
& A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant w the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measnres (fwere [Jwere not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A statement of Overriding Co ns ((Jwas {Xwas not] adopted for this project.

3. Findings [[(Qwere [Jwere not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

£
This is 0 certify that the with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the General Public at:
)
74 %/2/%7 Eelh lirwoer
Signarure (Public Agency) Daze Title
~
vare received for filing at OPR:

77-47
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Planning Department Phone: (760) 878-0263
168 North Edwards Street (760) 872-2706
Post Office Drawer L FAX: (760) 872-2712
independence, California 93526 E-Mail: InyoPlanning@telis.org
<
June 12, 1997 e
David Grah

Department of Transportation -
Caltrans, District 9
500 South Main St.
Bishop, CA 93514 o

Dear Mr. Grah:

Enclosed find the draft staff report for the New Death Valley Borrow Pit, MS 286A RP 96-10. This
is to go to the Planning Commission for the public hearing June 25, 1997. A representative of
Caltrans needs to be at that meeting to answer any questions the Commissioners may have.

If you have any questions on this report please let me know prior to June 19, 1997. This is when the
Planning Commissioners receive the staff report. If any changes need to be made they can be made
prior to that date.

of

Sincerely,

R A

Earl H. Gann
Mine Reclamation Planner

Enclosure (2)



Planning Department
168 North Edwards Street

Attachment B

Phone: (760) 878-0263
(760) 872-2706

Post Office Drawer L FAX: (760) 872-2712

Independence, California 93526

AGENDA ITEM NO:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

SUPERVISORIAL
DISTRICT:
APPLICATION:
APPLICANT:

LANDOWNER:
LOCATION:

A.P.N.:

ZONING:
GENERAL PLAN:
SITE SIZE:
PROPOSAL:

PROJECT PLANNER:

E-Mail: InyoPlanning@telis.org

STAFF REPORT

June 25, 1997

Re Plan #96-10/ New Death Valley Borrow
Sit A/ Caltrans

Fifth,

New Death Valley Borrow Site # RP 96-10.
Caltrans District 9

500 South Main

Bishop, CA 93514

(760) 872-0784

43-070-000

0S-40 (Open Space - 40 acres minimum).

"Open Space-Natural Resources".

7.7 acres.

The proposal is, at the conclusion of mining, to reclaim disturbance
caused by mining a new borrow site. Mine life is expected to be
twenty years.

Earl H. Gann, Mine Reclamation Planner.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project is to reclaim a new borrow pit when mining is concluded. The borrow pit will be
mined on an as needed basis. The total size of the project is 7.7 acres. The life of the project is
expected to be twenty years. No more than 150,000 cubic yards of material will be removed from

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10

New Death Valley Staff RP 96-10..doc

1 June 11, 1997
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this site. Approval of the reclamation plan is a discretionary action by Inyo County under Section
7.70.02 of Inyo County Code and Section 2710 e.t. seq. of Public Resources Code.

SUBJECT PROPERTY AND SURROUNDING LAND USES:

Surrounding land uses are all open space and zoned as follows:

Land Use Zoning
Bureau of Land Management Open 0S-40
Bureau of Land Management Open 0S-40
Bureau of Land Management Open 0S-40
Bureau of Land Management Open 08-40

STAFF ANALYSIS:

The County’s comments and analysis of the submitted reclamation plan are located after the
proposed reclamation plan.

Reclamation Plan (As submitted by the Applicant, written in different font)

The site will be used by CalTrans intermittently as a source of materials for road maintenance and
construction. Reclamation of the site will be implemented according to the reclamation plan
discussed below.

SUBSEQUENT USES
The land is zoned by Inyo County as open space (40 acres minimum). According to CDFG and BLM sources the site

is not located within any area designated as critical habitat for any sensitive species. However, the site does provide
general habitat values to various wildlife species and is within the range of the Chicago Valley wild horse and burro
herd management area. The site is also within the range of the Mojave population of the desert tortoise, at the
northern end of the Eastern Mojave Recovery Unit, but is not within any designated proposed Desert Wildiife
management Area (USFWS, 1993). The site will be reclaimed o open space and wildiife habitat, which will leave the
site in a preductive end uss that is readily adaptable to allernative end uses.

IMPACT TO FUTURE MINING
Reclamation of this site will not preclude mining at a future date. The aggregale resource likely extends beyond 50
feet deep; mining according to the current mining plan will not have exhausted on-site mineral resources.

RECLAMATION SCHEDULE

Reclamation treatments, such as the grade-stabilization structures, drainage ditches, and material berms, will be
installed as mining p s. Reclamation treatments such as resoiling, using topsoil and amended waste fines, and
revegetation will be initiated when final slopes are established. Once reclamation treatments have been
implemented, they will be monitored until performance standards have been met. The monitoring plan is designed to
evaluate site-specific criteria for slope stability, ercsion and sediment control, and resailing and revegetation.

POST-MINING ACTMITIES and SITE CONFIGURATION
Map Sheet 3 depicts the post mining activities and reclaimed topography of the mined area. The final site
configuration will be a 30-foot deep excavation with 3:1 (H:V) side slopes. The surface of the mine operations area

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 2 June 11, 1997
New Death Valley Staff RP 96-10..doc
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7~ and access roads (7.2 acres on-site and 0.2 acres off site: 7.4 acres total) will be 1) decompacted, 2) resoiled using
stockpiled topsoil and on-site waste fines, and 3) revegetated.

Slope Stability

Pit slopes for the mining phase and the final reclaimed site will not be steeper than 3:1 (H:V). The roadcut
for the access road, that has a slope of 2:1 (H:V), will also remain but is not considered a major slope. The
angle of repose for loose sediments on the site is approximately 32°. This angle can be representative of
the angle of internal friction of the native slope material. Thus, pit slopes will be stable at the proposed angle
under static conditions. Any slope failures that may occur would be retained within the pit.

Final Drainage Plan and Impoundment's

Map Sheet 3 details the final drainage plan of the reclaimed site. The excavated pit will serve as sediment
basinftrap for eroded sediment coming from upslope of the pit, and from within the pititself. The grad-
stabilization structures, drainage ditches, and material berm will not be maintained after final slope
reciamation has been complete.

Disposition of t

Any equipment brought onto the site will be removed from the site following termination of mining activity. No
equipment will be stored permanently on-site. At final reclamation, there wilf be no equipment remaining on
the mined site.

RESOILING
The native soil of this site is a poorly graded sand with gravel derived from the sedimentary and metasedimentary
lian rock units found upslope. A native soil contains native seeds and soil microorganisms, and therefore, is preferred for
- site reclamation. The topsoil will be defined as the upper six inches of the substrate on the site. Topsoil will be
salvaged prior o mining any area on the site. The topsoil will be placed in designated stockpiles within the western
buffer zone.

| in
o
or disced) to facilitate root growth. The topsoil that was
salvaged will be respread to a depth of six inches in all areas of the pit, inclusive of slopes outside of the drainage
structures. The woody debris less than 0.5 feet, if stockpiles separately, will be distributed over the site in a random
manner following the topsoil application. The large amount of coarse material (gravel) in the native topsoil will also
serve as a gravel mulch, thereby armoring the revegetated site.

Mulches

Since the native coarse-grained topsoil will be used to re-soi this site, a gravel mulch will not need to be
added. The coarse fraction of the native soil will actas a protective lag layer, therefore guarding against
wind and water erosion.

REVEGATION
Revegetation will strive to achieve visual integration with vegetation surrounding the site. Establishment of vegetation
in the borrow pit will provide some erosion control for the site, while creating cover and forage for wildlife.

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 3 June 13, 1997
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Seedbed Preparation
After decompacting the growth medium, the area will be roughed to form a variely of microsites: this can be

accomplished by *track walking” or imprinting the site. The growth medium will be prepared to provide a firm,
but not overly compacted, bed.

Seed Sources, Mixtures and Rates

Many Plant species are comprised of local ecotypes that are highly adapted to the local climate and edaphic
conditions (Plummer et al. 1955, 1968). The Plants that will have the best chance of survival are those
ecotypes that are growing on (or near) that site (Millar and Libby, 1989). The use of non local piant materials
can resultin the application of a poorly adapted ecotype, as well as the potential genetic contamination of the
local ecotype through interbreeding with the introduced ecotype. The result of interbreeding between non
local and wild local native stock can be adverse and permanent.

The best policy is to collect the material from or near the site. Therefore, plant materials for each of the
designated species should be obtained from the same region as the mine site. For the purposes of MS
#286A, the collection region will be defined as Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub between 1,500 and 3,500 feet
elevation east of the Funeral Mountains and the Greenwater Range, and within a 20 mile radius of MS

#286A.

Cactus Transplanting

Approximately 15 cacti will be impacted by mining: four beavertail cact, three cottontop cacti, and eight
cholla. These cacti will be offered to the Park Service and/or BLM for salvage and transplanting in areas
outside of the lease boundary as part of the reclamation acfivities.

Imigation
Irrigation would only serve to aid the growth of invasive exofics and therefore is not recommended for this

site.

Plant Eradication Measures
Plant eradication will not be necessary unless the presence of Russian thistle, or other invasive exotics, on

site become a limiting factor in reestablishment of native vegetation. Remediation for invasive species is
discussed in table 4.10-1.

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL -

Erosion and sediment control will be achieved by implementation of the previously described drainage and
revegetation plans. Diversion of the drainage o the east of the mining and operations will limit the amount of flood
waters entering these areas. Resoiling and revegetation will be performed according to the revegetation plan and will

aid in reducing erosion.

PUBLIC SAFETY .
The configuration of the mined lands, will not pose a hazard to the public. No hazardous materials will be stored in-

site. In addition, the boulders at the access point to the site will prevent uncontrolled access.

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

The following discussion sets forth minimum site criteria, or performance standards, for the various aspects of site
reclamation. Monitoring of reclamation performance will be agreed upon by Caltrans and Inyo County.

Erosion and Sediment Control

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 4 June 11, 1997
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Erosion and sediment control monitoring will be completed at the same time and frequency that used to
vegelation monitoring is done. The drainage ditches and swale will be inspected following the season’s first
major storm event or at a minimum of annually. These structures will be cleaned out as needed to maintain
aclear flow path for flcodwaters. The result will be identified areas of polential failures and to trigger the
implementation of remedial measures before problem areas cause widespread failures. Any observable
reason for failure will be noted and the appropriate remedial measure suggested as part of the annual
monitoring report,

Slope Stability
No targe man-made slope within the pit shall be steeper than 3:1 (H:V), which has been determined to
exceed the slope stability standard for this material for all except the most severe earth quake events.

Revegetation

The following performance standards will be applied to the site. Undisturbed, site indigenous woody
perennial cover was estimated at 30 percent. All phases of reclamation will achieve a minimum average
density of herbaceous and woody perennial coverage of 20 percenL Areas found below these standards will
be evaluated as set forth in the Remedial Measures plan.

MAINTENANCE, MONITORING, and REMEDIAL MEASURES
Site maintenance and menitoring will continue until Inyo County deems reclamation complete.

Erosion and Sediment Control

All erosion and sediment control structures will be maintained and monitored annually for as long as mining
and reclamation continues. This shall be done to ensure that the failure of one or mare structures does not
apply additional and unplanned stress on other structures.

Slope Stability

All slopes will be assessed, on a form such as the one supplied in Appendix B, during annual monitoring to
ensure that they are stable. If excess slope erosion is observed, or failures noted, as discussed in the
performance standards section, the appropriate remedial measures will be implemented.

Revegetation

Revegetation of the site will be monitored following implementation on each phase. Monitoring activities will
take place during the peak flowering season, approximately April to May. Once the monitoring date is set
following these initial reclamation activities, monitoring of the site during later years will occur within two
weeks of that riginal date. This scheme will assure that the data will be comparable over time.

Revegetation monitoring will consist of visual assessments and recording the progress of reclamation with
photegraphs. The species composition, shrub cover, and shrub density will be recorded on a form (an
example is included in Appendix B). If it appears that the site will not mest the performance standards set
forth, then the investigator shall suggest remedial measures. Appropriate remedial measures are listed in
Table 4.10-1.

Other Species

If Russian thistle invades revegetated areas to the point that it is impacting the germination and/or growth of
desired species, then this invasive exotic will be manually removed from the site as a remedial measure as
detailed in Table 4.10-1.

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 5 June 11, 1997
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REPORTING
Once the Reclamation Activities have been completed, monitoring activities will commence and will continue until the

County i satisfied that performance standards have been met. Reporting of the progress of reclamation will be
fransmitted to Inyo County on an annual basis. This annual report will, at a minimum consist of the name and
credentials of the investigator(s), a summary of the work accomplished, the date of the visit(s), the methods and
materials used, the date collected, an analysis of the data and performance standards, and any suggested remedial

measures.

INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN:
mining
ral
mining operations in the future. Section
e mining operation becoming idle, the operator
shall submit an interim management plan to the lead agency for approval. Because of the nature

of borrow pit operation, Caltrans has submitted with the reclamation plan an interim nt
ba that on are
ds This int the

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION - OFFICE OF MINE RECLAMATION (OMR)
COMMENTS:

Pursuant to the State Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA), Inyo County has submitted
the Reclamation Plan to OMR for a 30-day review and comment period on April 30, 1997.

Comments were due April 30, 1997 but were
The la reclamation plans the comments have been late.

staff’s brin these re plans to the Planning
Commission in a timely manner.

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment May 23, 1997)

1. Section 2.4.1 addresses site specific hydrology and provides peak flows based on a 20-year
retu determine peak flows was obtained from the
Cali ces bulletin 195 (1976). California has experienced
“unusual “ rainfall events since 1976 and the peak flow data may no longer be valid for
watersheds in the project area.

County of Inyo Response June 6, 1997
1. County Staff concurs: Correct datais r 20
intensity flows. However, it is felt t 1at cfs ct the
os
Id
critical that a revision of the peak fl te,

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 6 June 11, 1997
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the data to be valid would have to be very site specific. The data is not available to be
site specific. The suggested life of this twenty years. By the time the specific
data would be derived the pit will be cl

Office of Mine Reclamation Comment (May 23, 1997)

2. The project is located in a wash. To mitigate flows into the pit and the discharge of
sed p berm on
the e and
outlets from the pit. No reference is made to the possible requirement of a Stream Bed
Alteration Agreement for this project. We recommend that the applicant contact the
California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) regarding the applicability of a this
agreement to this project. Mitigation measures and management procedures recommended
by DFG should be referenced in and appended to the reclamation plan [CCR Section

3710(b)].

County of Inyo Response June 6, 1997
2. County Staff concurs: The existing flows are currently concentrated by an established
berm south of the Highway. The proposed borrow pit is just to the west of this berm.

exi p sed
on e is
interfer only flow
that will be affected by mining would off the f the
borrow pit and up slope from the pit and south of the highway.
Office of Mine
3. Section 2.5 soils, that
be susceptible to wind and sheet erosion.” that amat

Pprovisions for mulching topsoil storage berms and processing fines to minimize loss of these
materials. The use of gravel or rock mulch would be appropriate for this site [CCR Section
3503(a)(2), 3711(d)].

County of Inyo Response June 6, 1997
3. County Staff concurs. The operator has discussed rock muiching at this site.
Therefore, this comment is addressed. However, the application of rock mulch can

contaminate material and its use must be ed very carefully.

Offi 23 7
4. of lan. The plan, however, does not include a

revegetation plan. It appears that information on plant materials and planting densities was

eincl the to
The atio

[CCR Section 37505(m)]. Only a cover p 1.

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 7 June 11, 1997
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Due to the extreme aridity of this site, use of containerized plants is strongly recommended.
The plants should be grown from seed or cuttings obtained in the general project area
discussed in Section 4.6.2. Plants should be watered on installation and then at least once
monthly during the first growing season. The amount of water should approximate that of a
normal spring rain and should be applied directly to the planting basin around the plant.
Weed mats can be used if necessary to minimize the establishment of weeds. Planting

techniques and irrigation frequency can be monitored in test plots during the life of the
p L) ‘ D erate

o ant ,3 (b,
3705(i), 3705(j), 3705(k), 3705(1)].

County of Inyo Response June 6, 1997

4. County Staff concurs. The discussed items are missing in the proposed reclamation
plan. lan, clamation plan is lacking focus. These items
will b con nsof approval. The conditions of approval
will also address performance standards as well as the required revegetation with a

proposed plant mix,

This borrow site will be used on a very limited basis. Maintenance of nursery planted
stock would be very labor intensive. The small size of this site also precludes
establishing test plots. The idea of using weed mats is also an unnecessary
requirement to implement on this reclamation plan. Some time in the future these
weed mats would need to be removed. these mats would cause damage to
established plants. Every reclamation plan approved in the desert by the Planning
Commission has required reseeding as the preferred method of establishing vegetative

cover. It has been pointed out that the success of nursery stock is very
-limited. The success of seed planting appears to be relative good. In fact in this area
natural revegetation appears to do a better than job of 1 on of mine
sites. Reseeding and seedbed preparation are the keys in revegetation of desert lands.
M May
5 to eand reclamation plans, the Office of

Mine Reclamation is authorized to review cost estimates prior to lead agency approval of
the financial assurances for reclamation per SMARA Section 2773,1, Seeding and
fer solely to seeding of 2 acres of the site. We
¢ be revised to include revegetation of the
entire mine site. These costs should also include the establishment and monitoring or
revegetation test plots, propagation of containerized plants irrigation, and revegetation
monitoring following implementation. An analysis of the reclamation cost estimate will be

forwarded under separate cover.

County of Inyo Response May §, 1997

5. County Staff concurs.  Financial assurances will be reviewed by the lead agency. If
OMR wishes to comment on the calculations at a later date this may be done.
Calculations are scrutinized very carefully by the lead agency and adjusted when

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 8 June 11, 1997
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calculated. The Lead Agency also reviews the actual financial assurance mechanism
to insure the validity of the instrument. The lead agency has reviewed the cost
estimates provided by Caltrans was for 2 acres. Cost calculations for the entire site

are considerably higher.
STAFF ANALYSIS:
dre n as all comments
recl P er incorrect or'not
ice of Mine out many of the
deficiencies in the proposed reclamation plan. The propos ong with the

OMR comments and the Initial Study that was prepared, staff feels that the borrow pit can be
reclaimed with the recommended conditions of approval below under Recommendations. The
conditions of approval incorporate the comments submitted by the Office of Mine Reclamation.
d the changes in the proposed
Surface Mining and
Chapter 7.70 of County Code (Inyo County

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES:

ation plan, as required by
reclamation procedures, costs
unt of $4,074.00. However, after review the
Planning Department has determined financial assurances of $1 1,355.29 are required. The

due to culating costs for 2 7. abor
nt cost Caltrans figures. C e sin
their calculations.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:
and Draft and circulated for this
to the req ality Act (CEQA). To

date, the only comments received have been the comments from the Office of Mine Reclamation
and the Department of Transportation. Comment period ended May 29, 1997.

PUBLIC NOTICE:

Notice of this public hearing has been published maile roperty
300 feet of the operty. T been from the
artment of Con Office of Mine Reclamation and Caltrans (see attached).

These comments are attached.

RECOMMENDATION:

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 9 June 11, 1997
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Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve Reclamation Plan # 96-10 Death Valley
Junction Borrow Pit/MS #286A by taking the following actions:

A. Based upon the Initial Study and all written and verbal comments received, adopt the
Mitigated Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and certify the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act have been satisfied.

ents of the California En tal Quality
ve of Environmental Impact
were and circu public comment.]

B. Find the proposed reclamation plan conforms and meets the requirements of Chapter 7.70
(Mining & Reclamation) of Inyo County Code and State Mining Reclamation Act of 1976.

C. al veget s
an forp
native vegetation and wildlife habitat, how
Code requires the payment of $1,250.00 fee before this project is deemed "operative, vested,
or final." The potential impact is greater than de minimus standard of section 711.4. Said
$1,250.00 shall be paid by the applicant at the time the Notice of Determination is filed by the

Planning Department (15 days after the reclamation plan ).
[Evidence: The subject property has not been and contains native vegetation and
as documented by the e ]

D. Approve Reclamation Plan No.96-10/Death Valley Junction Borrow Pit, MS #286A

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1. The term of the reclamation plan shallno  ceed twenty years from the date of approval,
or no later than August 31, 2017. Total amount of usable e and waste material
that can be removed from this pit is 150,00 cubic yards. If 150,000 cubic yards are
removed prior to the termination date, reclamation shall proceed with in six months of the
removal of the 150,000 cubic yards. The Planning Commission may grant an extension.
The applicant must submit a complete reclamation plan application for an amended
reclamation plan. To assure continued operation, the above application should be received
prior to the expiration date and prior to removal of 150,000 cubic yards of material..

2. of i hall be
of for a period of

five consecutive years, the reclamation plan shall be implemented immediately. Mining

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 10 June 11, 1997
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can not occur until an amended reclamation plan is submitted and approved by the Inyo
County Planning Commission.

3. At the conclusion of each period of mining interim reclamation shall take place. This shall
consist of regrading all slopes to 3:1 (H: V) or less.

4. During times of inactivity, Caltrans shall prevent public access to the pit.

5. During periods of inactivity all equipment and trash shall be removed from the area. No
asphalt may be buried onsite.

6. Caltrans shall provide the County with a contour map with two-foot contours within three
years of approval of this reclamation plan.

7. The top six inches (6”) of growth media (topsoil), shall be collected from areas to be
disturbed (Borrow pits and internal access roads). This (topsoil) shall be stockpiled in the
active work site until final phase reclamation.

8. After the site is recontoured, the salvaged topsoil shall be respread to a depth of six inches
over the recontoured pit. (See condition #7)

9. Pit slopes shall be contoured to a minimum of 3:1 (H: V). These slopes shall be in
shed time ent operation, times the interim management plan is in
and final

10. All compacted areas shall be scarified. Road berms shall be brought back into the roadway
after scarification.

11. During mining and reclamation activities and during idle periods noxious weeds shall be
controlled on site.

12. Seed used for revegetation shall be collected on or near the site. If sufficient seed is not
available, it may be purchased. A seed mix of plant species in the Mojave Creosote Bush
Scrub plant community shall be used. Below is the recommended seed mix:

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 11 June 11, 1997
New Death Valley Staff RP 96-10..doc
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Scientific Name Common Name PLS

Pounds/acre
PERENNIALS
Creosote bush
Nevada joint-fir (Mormon Tea)
Cheese bush
Desert holly
Burrobush

W W W W W

ANNUALS

(Chaenactis stevioides) Esteve’s pincushion 4
(Mirabilis Bigelovii) four-o’clock 4
5

13.

14.

15.

16.

Desert Trumpet
Total pounds live seed per acre 28

These native species may only be obtained from seed stock found within five miles of the
borrow site and within the Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community. If purchased,
the seed shall be certified originating in the Amargosa Valley. Reseeding shall take place
during the fall.

A mulch of native vegetative material and straw shall be applied at a rate of 1000 Ibs. per
acre into the seeding program. This mulch shall be crimped into the slope to provide both
wind and water erosion control and seed holding. This will enhance revegetation.

After scarification, the approved seed mix shall be broadcast and then mixed into the top
one-half inch (14*) of the substrate by either raking or a chain across the seedbed.
This shall be done perpendicular to the slope of the pit.

Reclamation will not be considered successful or complete until vegetative density reaches
20 percent (number of plants per unit area) of the surrounding undisturbed land with a 50
ent div richness) o
. New ies shall be
This shall be verified based upon visual cal
of the site including off site photographs of the surrounding undisturbed lands.

From initial seeding, the project shall be monitored until performance standards are met.
Remedial measures may be implemented any time to insure on success. For the
first two years, monitoring shall be performed twice a year.

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 12 June 11, 1997
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17. If it appears the site will not meet the performance standard, the applicant shall consult
with the Planning Department for recommendations on remedial measures. The remedial
measures listed below shall be considered if reclamation problems are observed during
annual monitoring:

a. Mulching and/or fertilizing to supplement growth media;

b. Reseeding:

c. Immgation:

d. Planting of appropriate plants and protection of these plants.

d. Ifirrigation is used the plants must make it on their own for two years.
e. Analysis of soil for problems;

f. Measures to reduce pest problems, including fencing individual plants.

18. Each year the applicant shall file an annual mining report with the State. These reports
shall be filed until financial assurances are released. Monitoring activities will continue
until the County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. In accordance
with SMARA Section 2774 (b), Inyo County as the Lead Agency shall inspect the site and
file annual inspection reports with the State.

19. Caltrans shall allow Inyo County Road Department to remove material form this site.
Caltrans shall be responsible for all reclamation requirements, including bonding and
reporting. When Inyo County Road Department uses this pit, they shall adhere to the
conditions of approval for this reclamation plan. Inyo County shall report the quantity of
material to Caltrans each calendar quarter.

20. The applicant shall submit a statement to the Inyo County Planning Department
accepting responsibility for reclaiming lands as per the conditions specific herein,

21. Financial assurances in the sum of $11,355.29 are required in the form of a surety bond,
irrevocable letter of credit, cash or certificate of deposit. Government agencies may also
use budget set asides, or pledge of revenue to post their financial assurances. Financial
assurances shall be posted with the Inyo County Planning Department. Said assurances
shall be made payable to the County of Inyo and the Director of the California Department
of Conservation and The Bureau of Land Management.

22. Financial assurances shall be recalculated each year in accordance with Section
2773.1(a)(3) of SMARA and Inyo County Code. This shall occur at the time of annual
inspection.

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 13 June 11, 1997
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ances
23. As required reclamation standards are achieved, that portion of financial assurances
covering the completed activity may be released. The remainder of financial assurances
covering revegetation and monitoring shall not be released until the revegetation

performance standards is met.

24. The applicant, landowner, and operator shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless Inyo
County, its agents, officers and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against
the County, its agents, officers and employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul any

approval of the County, its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or its legislative body
concerning Reclamation Plan No. 96-10/ Death Valley Junction Borrow Pit, MS 286A.

Attachments: Vicinity Map
Department of Conservation, Office of Mine Reclamation, Comments of May 20,
1997,
Department of Transportation Comments of May 29, 1997

Caltrans Staff RP #96-10 14 June 11, 1997
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STATE OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
OFFICE OF MINE RECLAMATION
lam n
K St M [
SACRAMENTD, CA 95814-3529
PHONE: (916) 323-8567
FAX: (916) 3224862

Earl Gann

Inyo County Planning Department
168 North Edwards Street

Post Office Drawer L

independence, CA 93526

Dear Mr. Gann:

Attachment B

May 20, 1997

wi Governor

Telecommunications
Device for the Deaf
{916) 324-2555

86A

ext

Nega
The Department of Conservation's Office of Mine Reclamation (OMR), has
reviewed the Negative Declaration and Reclamation Plan for Caltran's Material Site
20 years. The following comments prepa
assist in your review of this project.
Article 1, Section 3500 et seq., Article 9 §
however, require additional information.
1. Section 1 addre te spe ology an
ona20 r return . The on used
obtained from the California Department of Water Resources Bulletin 195
(1976). California has experienced “unusual” rainfall events since 1976 and
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Eari Gann

May 20, 1997

Page 2
1976 data I r be the watersheds in the
ecta eak for mation plan should reflect

the most recent information available.

2 The project is located in a wash. To mitigate flows into the pit and the
discharge of sediments off-site, the reciamation plan proposes to construct a
drainage diversion berm on the north and east boundaries of the site and to
install grade stabilization structures and outiets from the pit. No reference is
made to the possible requirement of a Streambed Alteration Agreement for this

pr . on he California

of a ca of a this agre
ct. M es and proced recomm by
shoul in and the rec tion plan
on 37

3 Section 2.5.2 of the plan discusses ero of site soils, that
soils will “likely be susceptible to wind a sion.” We re nd
that the pla de i rms
and pro to ize vel
or rock mulch would be appropriate for
3711(d)}.

4, Revegetation is discussed in Section 4.6.0 of the plan. The plan, however,
does not include a revegetation plan. It that n on plant
materials and planting densities was n it in S 2. A

n e recl lan to
S ) and The n plan
e ards fo c density,
and [CC ion 37 . Only r ce
stan inT 10-1.
Due to the extreme aridity of this site, use of containerized plants is
strongly recommended. The plants sh be gr sor
obtained in the general project area dis  sed in Pla Id

be watered on installation.and then at least once monthly during the first
growing season. The amount of water should approximate that of a normal
spring rain and should be applied directly to the planting basin around the
plant. Weed mats can be used if necessary to minimize the establishment of
weeds. Planting techniques and irrigation frequency can be monitored in test
plots during the life of the project so that the most effective techniques can be
used during final reclamation. Deliberate overplanting of container stock will
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Earl Gann
May 20, 1997
Page 3

offset plant mortality [CCR Section 3705(b), 3705(h), 3705(1), 3705(j), 3705(k),
3705(1)).

5. In addition to providing technical assistance and review of reclamation plans,
the Office of Mine Reclamation is authorized to review cost estimates prior to
lead agency approval of the financial assurance for reclamation per SMARA
Section 2773.1. Seeding and Revegetation Costs in the reclamation plan refer
solely to seeding of 2 acres of the site. We recommend that the financial
assurance estimate be revised to include revegetation of the entire mine site.
These costs should include the establishment and monitoring of revegetation
test plots, propagation of containerized plants, irrigation, and revegetation
monitoring following implementation. An analysis of the reclamation cost
estimates will be forwarded under separate cover.

Please send a copy of the approved reclamation plan, response to our
co per u d unde the Office of
Mi on, t K M.S. amento, CA

05814-3529. The approved documents will be placed in the Office of Mine
Reclamation files.

If you have any questions on these comments or require any assistance with
other mine reclamation issues, please contact me at (916) 323-8565.

Sincerely,

@

ames S. Pom

cc: Karen Yowell , OGER
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
/P™\ HOP, CA 93514

(760) 872-0658

May 29, 1997

File - Inyo - 190 - 135.5
SCH 97052004

Mr. Curtis E. Kellog

Inyo County Planning Department
P.O. Drawer L

Independence, CA 93526

IMPACT

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Reclamation Plan
#96-10/New Death Valley Junction Site - #286A - California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans). We note that the project area is not within the range of the
Desert Tortoise. This has been confirmed with contacts with the Barstow Office of BLM.
Being as there is no impact to the tortoise or other listed species or animals the project is
de minimus in its effect on fish and wildlife. No filing fee should be required. If you
have questions on this matter please call me at (760) 872-0658.

Sincerely,

AW/VM; ‘ﬂdm:z
DENNIS MANNING
Chief, Branch of IGR/CEQA Reviews

DM:mam
cc: SCH - Angel Howell
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MATERIAL SITE #286A RECLAMATION PLAN

1.0.0 INTRODUCTION

Caltrans under a permit with the U. S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
intends to mine sand and gravel on federal lands about five miles west of Death Valley Junction,
California. The site encompasses approximately 7.7 acres and is currently undisturbed. Approximately
7.2 acres of this site will be mined intermittently over a 20-year period to provide material for road
maintenance, and construction. Approval of this reclamation plan is sought from the SMARA lead
agency, Inyo County. This reclamation plan describes a process that will implement reclamation activities
as soon as possible, returning land disturbed by mining to a condition suitable of supporting open space
and wildlife habitat.

1.1.0 APPLICANT

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(760) 872-0601

1.1.1 Representative

Lana Morris, Engineering Geologist

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

1.2.0 LANDOWNER

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
2601 Barstow Road

Barstow, California 92311

(760) 252-6000

1.3.0 OPERATOR

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(760) 872-0601

1.4.0 LESSEE

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 09
500 South Main Street

Bishop, California 93514

(760) 872-0601
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1.5.0 LOCATION

Material Site #286A is located in Inyo County on BLM land approximately 5.5 miles west of the town
of Death Valley Junction, California, on the south side of Highway 190 at Post Mile 135.5 (Figure 1).

1.5.1 Assessor’s Parcel Number

The site occupies a portion of the land designated as Assessor's Parcel Number 43-070-00
(Figure 2).

1.5.2 Township, Range, Section, Quadrangle

The project site is located in the eastern portion of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7 .5-minute
East of Ryan, California, Quadrangle Topographic Map (Provisional edition, 1988). The site is
located in a portion of un-surveyed Section 14, Township 25 North, Range 4 East, San Bernardino
Baseline and Meridian.

1.5.3 Longitude Latitude

The mine site is located at Latitude 36 18' 13" North, Longitude 116 30' 39" West

1.5.4 Claim Descriptions

The project site is known by Caltrans District 09, BLM, and the County of Inyo as State Material
Site (MS) #286A. The site is also known as the New Death Valley Junction Material Site. The
project name used for the purposes of this document will be MS #286A.

2.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SETTINGSITE ACCESS

MS #286A is located approximately 5.5 miles west of the community of Death Valley Junction on the
south side of Highway 190 at post mile 135.5. Currently, access to the site is from an unimproved dirt
road created by the grading required to form the adjoining drainage berm (Figure 3).

2.2.0 TOPOGRAPHIC MAP

Figure 4 depicts the site's location in the eastern portion of the USGS 7.5-minute East of Ryan
Quadrangle (Provisional Edition 1988); the site is not designated on the map. An old gravel pit is
shown on the topographic base map approximately 0.5-mile east of the site to the north of Highway
190. The mine site boundaries have been transposed onto the map in Figure 4. Because the contour
interval for the map is 40 feet, the topography of the site is not well defined. However, additional
contour lines have been added to Map Sheet 1 (Existing Site Conditions) using the topographic map
assuming a constant map distance for 10-foot intervals between the 40-foot intervals. Photo 1
depicts a view of the expected extraction area.

As shown on Figure 4, the site is located on the distal portion of the alluvial fan emanating from the
Funeral Mountains to the north. Elevations at the site range from approximately 2,455 feet in the
west to about 2,435 feet in the southeast corner of the site, producing approximately 20 feet of
topographic relief. The topography steepens toward the mountains to the north, and flattens toward
the valley to the southeast.
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Figure 1: Regional Location
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Figure 2: Assessor’s Parcel Map

L 43-0r
N'% TEON, R4E, sBBAM. p—
Sd-000 "
o ® | i

! |
.o o] W Y Sy i 0
ST ! . . rrvees

: Ill" E_ e\

q

i e L L T T T p—————

| :
i LU L1 ] @

------------------- - it i e i o o ——
[ aParE
- 5 o M.S.#286A
Mo ﬂi -e ir ::E# st
i
v |
€9
NIt rre e e
CALFOAMA PROTRACTION DLLOALN ML T8 ¥ Assossar's bep B0 43 pgOT
BOTH-TmOT_ASt 0 MY SwvEve o Medve. : LI Dlﬂr-l'hﬂ.m-
.
Figure 2: Assessors Parcel Map 0 1 Mile

Calltrans Materlal Site #286 A

SCALE




Attachment C

Figure 3: project Location and Access

Modified frem USGS Ayan,CA-NV,15-minute guadrangle (1852]
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Figure 4: Topographic Map

Modified from USGS 7.5-minute East of Ayan, Ca, topographic map {provisional edition,1988)
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2.3.0 GENERAL GEOLOGY

The site is located within a valley that enters the Amargosa River Valley between the Funeral
Mountains to the northeast and the Greenwater Range to the southwest. The site is within a region
known as the Basin and Range Geomorphic Province which is characterized by parallel and elongate
north-to northwest-trending mountain ranges and valleys, known structurally as horsts and grabens,
respectively. The Amargosa River Valley is a structural (graben-like) depression created by extension
of crustal blocks within the region (Burchfiel et al. 1983).

Rock types within the area are dominated by Quaternary- alluvial and basin deposits, Cenozoic
volcanic rocks, and Paleozoic sedimentary and metasedimentary rocks.

2.3.1 Site Specific Geology and Geologic Cross Section

A reconnaissance geologic assessment of the site was performed January 20, 1994. As shown in
Figures 5 and 6 (modified from McAllister 1971), MS #286A is located on younger alluvial _fan
deposits that are at least 50 feet thick beneath the site. As shown in the cross section, it is
unknown what the depth to bedrock is, as well as the type of bedrock that underlies the site.

2.3.2 Ore Body/Deposit Being Mined

This mine site will be developed by Caltrans as a source of sand and gravel for road construction
and maintenance. The surficial alluvial fan deposits are the source for this sand and gravel. These
types of deposits are typically composed of an unsorted, loose mixture of sand and gravel.
Samples from the material being mined consist of poorly graded sands with gravel (Unified Soils
Classification System designations of SP.

2.3.3 Slope Stability

The slope of the existing topography at the site is approximately three percent, which is
relatively flat-lying (Map Sheet 1). Under the existing conditions, there are no slope stability
problems because of the nearly flat-lying configuration of the site.

2.3.4 Seismicity

The site is located within an area of active seismicity. The closest faults to the site are just to the
north, as shown in Figure 5, and are considered pre-Quaternary, non-active faults (Jennings
1992). According to Jennings (1992), the closest active fault is the Northern Death Valley-
Furnace Creek fault zone (NDV-FCFZ), which is approximately 13 miles west of the site. Based on
fault lengths given in Hart, et al. (1989) and Jennings (1992), maximum credible earthquake
magnitudes of 8 can be expected for the NDV-FCFZ.

2.4.0 GENERAL HYDROLOGY

The character of the surface- and ground-water regimes at the site are directly related to the existing
topography, geology, and climate of the region. Surface waters drain from the Funeral Mountains, to
the north, and the Greenwater Range, to the south, into the Amargosa River Valley -which eventually
drains into Death Valley. Ground waters generally follow the flow direction of the surface waters. In
loose alluvial deposits, the water-table gradient is a subtle expression of the land surface, unless
there are changes in the subsurface stratigraphy or structure. The predominant source for ground
water in the region is infiltration of surface water within the mountainous areas.

10
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Figures 5 and 6: Map and Cross Section
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LEGEND FOR FIGURES 5 AND 6:
Qal Quaternary younger alluvium
Qoa Quaternary older alluvium

Ts Tertiary sandstone and mudstone
Tls Tertiary limestone and marlstone
Tc Tertiary conglomerate

Mp Mississippian Perdido Formation (limestone, conglomerate,
and chert)

Mt  Mississippian Tin Mountain Limestone

D1  Devonian Lost Burro Formation (limestone and dolomite)
Dsh Devonian Hidden Valley Dolomite

-—--— Contact, dashed where approximate

U " =
— . —!—+ Fault, dashed where approximate, gueried where
0. unknown, dotted where covered, U = upthrown

side, D = downthrown side, dip in degrees

~A_A A A A Thrust fault, dashed where approximate

P Strike and dip of beds (in degrees)
G Overturned beds (dip in degrees)
L 8
By Landslide fracture, dashed where approximately

located

A’ Cross Section line (see Figure 6)

A
5000 |MS#2BEA _ A
4000
30007

2000°
1000

$
=1000°

SCALE = HORIZONTAL:VERTICAL = 1.7

|

Figure 6.

Flgure 5 & 6 continued
from previous page

12



Attachment C

2.4.1 Site Specific Hydrology

Figure 7 shows the two watersheds that contribute surface-water runoff to the mine site. The
drainage area of Watershed #1 is approximately 1,152 acres. The drainage for Watershed #1
crosses Highway 190 approximately one mile west of the site and then three braided tributaries
of this drainage enter the site from the west (see Map Sheet #1). The drainage area of
Watershed #2 is approximately 2,080 acres. The drainage for Watershed #2, which has been
channelized into a large ditch north of Highway 190, crosses the highway to the north of the site
and drains mainly into the wash to the east of the site; only a minor portion of this drainage
enters the mine site from the north (Map Sheet #1).

Using the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (USDA-SCS 1986) TR-55
Tabular Hydrolograph method and the California Department of Water Resources Bulletin 195
(DWR 1976) method, peak flows for a 20-year return period storm were calculated for
Watersheds #1 and #2 at 14.4 and 23.4 cubic feet per second, respectively. Because of the
braided and multiple tributary drainage pattern that exists on the site, the above peak surface-
water flow amounts will not be concentrated in any individual drainage and, therefore, these
amounts should be subdivided between the many drainages that enter the site.

2.4.2 Area Hydrology

The dominant ground-water aquifer underlying the site is found within alluvial and basin
deposits. According to Langer, et al. (1984), ground water is approximately 150 feet beneath the
site. Although there is the potential for perched ground water to occur at a more shallow depth,
this is unlikely because the area's arid climate produces only a small amount of rain water that
can directly infiltrate from the surface. Ground water will not likely be exposed during mining
operations.

According to Thompson, et al. (1984), ground-water quality in the Amargosa River Valley is
considered borderline poor. The natural chemistry of the ground water classes it as a sodium
bicarbonate type with a total dissolved-solids concentration between 1,000 and 3,000 milligrams
per liter.

2.4.3 Water and Land Uses

The land at the mine site is controlled by BLM for the U.S. Department of the Interior. The
ground water and land at and near the site have not yet been developed.

2.5.0 SOIL RESOURCES

Soils that develop on alluvial deposits are controlled by a number of factors, including: 1) the type of
parent material from which the deposits originated, 2) the age of the various depositional units
within the fan, and 3) the grain-size distributions of the fan deposits. Alluvial fans _typically have
coarse textured soils with little pedogenic development. The A-horizon, if present, is generally less
than five-inches thick and is directly underlain by a thick C-horizon, essentially unaltered alluvium.
The alluvial material at the site originates from sedimentary and metasedimentary rock sources.
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Figure 7: Watershed Map
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Figure 8: Grain Size Distribution Curve
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2.5.1 Analysis of Soil Samples

Two soil samples were taken during the reconnaissance geotechnical survey of the site. Figure 8
shows grain-size distribution curves from sieve analyses performed on the samples. The samples
are described according to the Unified Soil Classification System, a system used in engineering
work to emphasize the engineering properties of soils. Sample 1 was taken from a streambed on
the site and will likely be representative of the material that will be mined. Sample 2 was taken
from a older alluvial surface and represents the native soil at the site. Both samples are
composed of poorly graded sand with gravel (SP); the native soil sample (Sample 2) contains a
slightly higher amount of fine-grained sand than the streambed material. Both samples are
composed of very loose material and are brownishBgray in color. Gravels were predominantly
composed of angular clasts of gray and black limestone and dolomite.

2.5.2 Erosion Potential

Soils in the high desert regions of California are generally susceptible to erosion due to high
winds, intense scattered precipitation, and lack of soil structure. The soil analysis information
gathered indicates that due to the relatively high fine-grained sand content, soils will likely be
susceptible to wind and sheet erosion, and to rill erosion on sloped areas.

2.5.3 Reclamation Potential

The site consists of alluvial fan deposits, with medium-textured soils that have a low
water-holding capacity. Well-developed soil horizons are not present at the site; therefore,
distinct soil horizons will not need to be reestablished in order to revegetate the site.
Revegetation of these soils will need to be limited to native species that are adapted to droughty
conditions.

2.6.0 VEGETATION

Standard transect methodologies (Mueller-Dombois and Ellenberg 1974, Nelson 1988) were used to
survey the site for sensitive plant species, to map existing vegetation, and to determine the
appropriate revegetation strategies. MS #286A was re-visited on Febraury 25, 2026. The site is
located in the central portion of the Hot Desert Floristic Province (Barbour and Major 1988).
Classification of natural communities is after Holland (1986). Taxonomy follows Hickman (1993) and
common names are from Jaeger (1969).

2.6.1 Description of Affected Area

The proposed restoration area occurs within a large bajada split between the Central Mojave
Desert Creosote Bush Mixed Scrub & Low Elevation Wash System vegetation types, and is
dominated by various shrub species such as Creosote Bush (Larrea tridentata), Cheesebush
(Ambrosia salsola), Burro-weed (Ambrosia dumosa), Sweetbush (Bebbia juncea), and Netvein
Goldeneye (Bahiopsis reticulata). Four cactus species occur sporadically on the site- Beavertail
Cactus (Opuntia basilaris), Silver Cholla (Cylindropuntia echinocarpa), Cottontop Cactus
(Echinocactus polycephalus), and Common Fishhook Cactus (Mammillaria tetrancistra).
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During the initial site evaluation in May 1992, the site was relatively undisturbed. Total cover of
the shrub layer was approximately 30 percent. The shrub canopy was approximately two to six
feet in height.

There is a high diversity of herbaceous species on this site. The total cover of herbaceous species
was approximately 15.5%, which is dense for a desert site. Common herbaceous species include
Narrow-Leaved Johnstonella (Johnstonella angustifolia), Pebble Pinsushion (Chaenactis
carphoclinia), Jones’ Linanthus (Linanthus jonesii), and Small-Flowered Blazing Star (Mentzelia
albicaulis).

2.6.2 Unique/Critical Communities

The California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB 1994) lists no
unique or critical communities on the East of Ryan 7 .5-minute quadrangle.

2.6.3 Special Plant Species

No plant species that are labelled as “sensitive” in the CNDDB (2026), were observed in the
vicinity of the site visit.

2.6.4 Invasive Exotics

The invasive/exotic species, Arabian schismus (Schismus arabicus) was found fairly frequently on
this site.

2.6.5 Revegetation Potential

Revegetation of arid lands is often difficult; constraints to revegetation are both natural and
human-induced. Re-establishment of vegetation on this site will be somewhat limited due to the
droughty nature of the soil, the arid climate, and the sparse native shrub cover typical of Mojave
Creosote Bush Scrub. On this alluvial fan, gravel and small berms provide the primary protection
from wind and water erosion rather than vegetation. Therefore, the goal of revegetation at this
site will be to reestablish components of the native Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub vegetation on
native, coarse soils; thereby integrating the site with the surrounding area.

2.7.0 WILDLIFE

The site was visited on March 23, 1994. Classification of wildlife habitats relies on descriptions of
vegetation types described by Holland (1986), and on wildlife habitats described in Mayer and
Laudenslayer (1988).

2.7.1 Description of Habitats

This site contains a native Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub plant community (Holland 1986). The site
is surrounded by a large contiguous area of similar native vegetation- that is interrupted only by
Highway 190 and roughly north-south running berms. Shallow dry washes extend across the site.
The Funeral Mountains can be seen to the north and northwest.

The site supports an assemblage of arthropods, reptiles, birds, and mammals typical of the
Mojave Desert. Animals associated with or requiring large amounts of water (e.g., fish and
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amphibians) are notably scarce in this and other arid regions. There is no water on the site and
no aquatic or semi-aquatic organisms are expected to live there.

2.7.2 Unique/Critical Habitats

The California Natural Diversity Data Base has no records of unique or critical habitats for the
USGS 7.5-minute East of Ryan, California, Quadrangle (CNDDB 1994). No unique or critical
habitats were identified on the site during the site survey.

2.7.3 Game Range

Wild Horse and Burro-- The site is within the Chicago Valley wild horse and burro herd
management area (USDI 1980). In the California Desert Conservation Area Plan (USDI 1980),
range quality was deemed sufficient to retain both species at then current populations of 28
horses and 28 burros. A group of about eight wild horses were observed approximately one to
two miles east of the site on one occasion during site Visits. Wild. burros on BLM lands are
protected by federal law (Wild and Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act 1971). Within Class-M
BLM lands, horses and burros are maintained in stable herds subject to control to protect
sensitive resources. The site is likely habitat for both of these protected species.

2.7.4 Special Animal Species

According to the CNDDB (1994), one special animal species is known from the East of Ryan
Quad:
Nelson’s Bighorn Sheep (Ovis canadensis nelson)

Analysis:

CDFG estimated that approximately 35 individuals made up the Funeral Mountains
population of this species in 1988. At that time, sightings were made approximately 20
miles northwest of the proposed mine site. It is possible though unlikely that this species
would be found on or using the site. Areas closer to and within the Funeral Mountains
(northwest of the site) are more likely habitat, especially in the vicinity of water sources.

The site is also within the range of the Mojave population of the desert tortoise (Xerobates
(Gopherus) agassizil), which is listed as a threatened species both by the State of California and
by the federal government (Zeiner, et al. 1988, USFWS 1993). MS #286A is at the northern end of
the proposed Eastern Mojave Recovery Unit, but is not within any designated proposed Desert
Wildlife Management Area (USFWS 1993). Creosote bush scrub, like that found on the mine site,
is a listed desert tortoise habitat type (USFWS 1993).

The area of the mine site is not listed as a critical area for desert tortoise by BLM (USDI 1980).
Evidence of the presence of desert tortoises was not observed on the site during the site visits.
However, the site visits were short and were not specifically designed to detect tortoises or
tortoise sign. Also, no attempt was made to cover the entire site or to employ systematic search
procedures for evidence of tortoises. Tortoise surveys are under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Surveys are to be conducted by authorized personnel using
approved methodology with the consent and advice of the USFWS in order to be valid under the
provisions of the Federal Endangered Species Act. In addition, CDFG requires specific procedures
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for dealing with impacts on desert tortoises and their habitat under the California Endangered
Species Act and the Fish and Game Code. Caltrans' standard tortoise mitigations are included in
Appendix D.

2.8.0 AIR RESOURCE/CLIMATOLOGY

Precipitation data are from the town of Shoshone (elevation 1,570 feet), approximately 20 miles
south of the mine site. Temperature data are from the nearest location to the site where such data
are regularly collected: Death Valley (elevation -19 feet, about 22 miles west of the site).

2.8.1 Precipitation

The mean annual precipitation at Shoshone over a nine-year period, 197 4-1982, is 4. 6 inches
per year. In 1992, a maximum rainfall of 3.4 inches was recorded during the month of March.
Less than one inch of rain was recorded for the months of July through November of die same
year (NOAA 1992).

2.8.2 Temperature

The mean annual temperature in Death Valley in 1992 was 76.8°F. The monthly mean
temperatures at Death Valley for the months of January and July are 50° and 98°F, respectively.
The highest temperature in 1992 was 125°F (August), and the lowest temperature was 27°F
(December). The last spring minimum of 32°F or below was January 27, and the first fall
minimum of 32°F or below was December 17. The length of the frost free season in 1992 was
325 days (NOAA 1992).

2.8.3 Prevailing Winds

High winds can accompany the periodic thundershowers that are seasonally common in this
area. Wind is a primary agent of erosion in arid regions because rainfall is only sufficient to allow
for a sparse vegetative cover of the land surface, leaving much of the surface soil exposed to
wind erosion. The rocky alluvial deposit protects the. native soil from wind erosion by forming a
lag layer of gravel, cobble, and rock on the surface of the soil.

2.8.4 Air Quality

Air quality in this region is typically excellent.

2.9.0 LAND USES AND AESTHETICS

All lands within the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) under BLM management have been
classified into one of four multiple-use classes based on sensitivity of resources and land-use for
each area. The four multiple-use classes are used to designate different levels of permitted land-use
and different kinds of resource management within an area. In addition, County Planning Agencies
classify lands according to county land-use plans.

2.9.1 Existing and Surrounding Land Uses

MS #286A is within the California Desert Conservation Area (COCA). The site is classed as open
space (40-acre minimum) by Inyo County and is contained within a larger area designated
Multiple-use Class-M by BLM (USDI 1980). Class-M areas are those that are classed for moderate
uses. The Class-M designation is based on a controlled balance between higher intensity uses
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and protection of public lands. Class-M designated lands are open to many uses such as mining,
livestock grazing, recreation, energy and utility development. Class-M management is also
designed for conservation of desert resources and mitigation of damage to those resources that
may be caused by permitted uses (USDI 1980).

Motorized vehicle use in the area of the site is limited to existing routes of travel with provisions
for seasonal access restrictions.

There is no grazing allotment on or near the site, and the surrounding lands are owned by BLM.
There are no towns, houses, or other structures in the vicinity of the site.

2.9.2 Visually Sensitive Areas

BLM has developed draft Visual Resource Management (VRM) standards for all BLM lands. The
mining site is designated VRM II/BHFg. BLM describes the objectives of the VRM Il designation as
follows:

"The objective of this class is to retain the existing character of the landscape. The level
of change to the characteristic landscape should be low. Management activities may be
seen from key observation points, but should not attract the attention of the casual
observer. Any changes must repeat the basic form, line, color, and texture found in the
predominant natural features of the characteristic landscape (USDI 1991)."

The scenic quality of the area is rated good (B). Highway 190 is well traveled by tourists;
therefore, the sensitivity of the area, determined by the number of people that are likely to
encounter the area and the frequency of use, is rated high (H). The scenic and sensitive qualities
of the region are concentrated in the foreground (Fg).

2.9.3 Visual Impact of Reclamation to These Uses

The extraction area will be visible from Highway 190. The contrast on the site that will result
from mining will: be caused by removal of the coarse ground-surface layer, and a decrease in the
density of the vegetation due to vegetation removal. In addition, the topography of the mined
area will be changed by the excavation of the pit. These topographic and vegetative changes will
be moderated somewhat by the side-slope shaping and revegetation done during reclamation.
Revegetation with native species and resoiling will eventually integrate the site with the-
surrounding area. However, for the duration of the mine and reclamation plan, the mine site will
remain visible to the casual observer.

3.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED MINING OPERATION
3.1.0 DIMENSIONS, ACREAGE

MS #286A occupies approximately 7.7 acres on BLM land. The site is an irregular-shaped polygon,
with sides ranging in length from 869 feet to 273 feet The site has not yet been disturbed by mining
(Map Sheet 1). Approximately 7.2 acres of the site will be mined, 0.7 acres of which will be utilized as
the mining operations area. Approximately 0.2 acres will be disturbed off-site for an access road
entering the site from the north.
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3.2.0 INITIATION AND TERMINATION DATES

Mining at this site will take place on an intermittent basis and the termination date for this
reclamation plan will be 2046, 20 years from reclamation plan amendment 50 years from the
reclamation plan approval date. Renewal of this plan approval may be sought from the County after
the termination date if the anticipated demand for the minerals is delayed. A description of the
management of the site during idle phases, if they occur, can be found in Appendix C, Interim
Management Plan.

3.3.0 PRODUCTION SCHEDULE

The site will be mined for material to be used primarily for emergency road repair and road
maintenance, and possibly for road construction. It is estimated that the annual extraction volume
will be about 7,500 cubic yards. No more than 150,000 cubic yards will be removed over the
extended 20-year life of the mine. At the end of the 20-year period, 2046, final site reclamation will
be implemented.

3.4.0 MINING PLAN

Material from this site will be used for road maintenance and construction on an as-needed basis.
Refer to Map Sheet 2 for the configuration of the site.

3.4.1 Description of Operations

Mining will initiate in the western portion of the site, a minimum of 50-feet from the western
boundary. As shown in Map Sheet 2, mining will encompass most of the mine site. Excavations
within the pit will be no deeper than 30 feet below the existing ground surface. The pit slopes
within the mining area will be no greater than 3:1 (Horizontal: Vertical), with a relatively flat-
lying base, sloping gently (three percent) to the southeast; the cut for the access road will be no
greater than 2:1 (H:V). There will be a minimum 20-foot setback for mining from the northern,
eastern, and southern boundaries of the site. Material storage, stockpiles, and screening
equipment will be concentrated in the materials operations area to be located within the pit, as
shown on Map Sheet 2. Material will be screened and stored on-site and will be transported
off-site by truck when needed.

3.4.2 Access Roads

The site will be accessed from the northwest via a dirt road constructed within the southern half
of the 400-foot-wide Caltrans right-of-way for Highway 190.

3.4.3 Topsoil Handling

Topsoil (defined as the upper six inches of the native surface) will be salvaged and stockpiled
within the 50-foot setback zone along the western boundary. Approximately 4,150 cubic yards of
topsoil will be salvaged. Additionally, approximately 500 cubic yards of waste fines will be used
for resoiling portions of the site. Waste fines and topsoil will @ stockpiled separately.

3.4.4 Mineral, Overburden, and Waste

All useable and waste material excavated during mining will be stored and stockpiled on-site in
the mining operation area. Waste is estimated to compose five percent of the extracted volume,
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or approximately 7,500 cubic yards. A portion of these waste fines will be used to resoil a small
portion of the site, approximately 0.3 acre, during the post-mining reclamation phase.

3.4.5 Water Impoundments and Diversions

The following erosion and sediment control measures will be implemented to help reduce
potential slope instability problems and minimize erosion and off-site sediment discharge:

Grade-stabilization structures: As shown on Map Sheet 2, several drainages enter the site from
north and west to help reduce erosion of the pit slopes by these drainages, three. grade-
stabilization structures will be constructed along the western slope of the pit (refer to Appendix
F for general construction specifications). The chutes for these structures will be 10 feet wide
and will be protected by rip-rap at their tops where the drainages enter and at their bases where
they enter small sediment basins. 1be sediment basins will-be connected by a south-flowing
drainage ditch, and the southern basin will feed into an east-flowing drainage ditch
approximately 300 feet long. These structures will be constructed as mining proceeds and will be
cleaned out and repaired after major storm events.

Drainage-diversion Berm: As discussed previously, a five-foot high berm was previously
constructed to- the east of the site to divert channelized drainage water away from the highway.
In order to keep this diverted drainage from entering the pit, a five-foot high material berm will
be constructed along the northern and eastern boundaries of the site within the 20-foot mining
setback zone. The berm will be approximately 1,000 feet long and will have side slopes no
greater than 2:1 (H:V). Once mining begins at the site, this drainage berm will be constructed in
the location shown on Map Sheet 2.

Outlet Structure: In case the mining area becomes inundated by flood waters, a rock-protected
outlet channel will be constructed in the southeast corner of the pit, the point where flood
waters would drain from the pit. The outlet structure will be cut approximately four-feet deep
with a drainage apron, 50-feet long and 50-feet wide, in the southern corner of the site.

3.5.0 PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

A portable screening operation will be moved onto the site during periods of operation. If the site is
used for construction, a portable asphalt plant will be moved onto the site. No permanent buildings
or equipment will be constructed on site as part of the mining operation.

3.6.0 WATER REQUIREMENTS

Water requirements for this site will be limited to that needed for screening, crushing, washing, and
for dust control. Water will be trucked to the site, most likely from Shoshone.

3.6.1 Waste Water

The only type of wastewater to be produced by this mining operation will be screening water
that will be collected in the operations area and allowed to evaporate or infiltrate. Water use
during intermittent operational phases is estimated at 2,000 gallons per day.

3.6.2 Drinking Water

Water will be trucked to the site to provide safe drinking water for site employees.
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3.6.3 Sewage Disposal

During operations, portable toilets will be brought to the site and maintained.

3.7.0 ENERGY REQUIREMENTS

Electricity will be used by the plant for screening and washing operations. When electricity is
needed for processing, i.t will be provided by a diesel generator. Diesel consumption will be
approximately 800 gal/mth. Electricity will not be needed for reclamation activities.

3.8.0 NOISE & EMISSIONS

Mining operations will include the use of a D-9 cat, a five-yard loader, belly dumps, bobtail trucks,
and pickups. Processing activities will include a screening plant, crushing operation and possibly an
asphalt plant. This aspect of the mining operation will affect noise and emissions.

3.8.1 Noise

The noise emissions will be most heavily concentrated within the processing area of the pit, and
will be shielded from surrounding receptors by the pit walls. Both the physical walls of the pit
and the large distance to receivers will reduce the potential noise impact from mining.

Effective source strength of a rock plant is around 72-75 dB at 400 feet. Earth-moving activities
would typically generate estimated noise levels of 75 and 80 dB at a distance of 50 feet with
noise control devices for dozers and scrapers. In combination, the noise exposure at a distance of
2,000 feet would be reduced to approximately 60 dB, which is below most standards for noise-
sensitive land-uses. Noise generated from the concurrent reclamation_ activities will not be
perceivable against the noise generated by the mining activities. Noise generated from
reclamation activities following the termination of mining will be minimal. There are no towns,
dwellings, or buildings within 2,000 feet of the proposed mining area.

3.8.2 Dust, Odors, Vehicular Emissions

vehicular emissions and suspended particulate, or dust. Operations of this magnitude (7,500-
40,000 cubic yards/year) may cause a significant increase in vehicular emissions on Highway 190
during the intermittent road construction phases. Increased emissions would emanate from the
pit during the active extraction phases. However, the site will be mined in a manner that will
result very nearly in the final reclaimed landform; therefore, reclamation activities will not cause
an increase in vehicular emissions.

Because the soil disturbance from materials screening, extraction, and hauling is a "fresh"
disturbance, the major component of the produced dust will be of large particle size (greater
than ten microns), which settles out rapidly. Best available control technology, such as
maintaining a moist aggregate surf ace, will be used to suppress screening, extraction, and
hauling dust sources. Reclamation activities, such as reseeding and resoiling with topsoil mixed
with vegetative debris, will also help to control dust.
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3.9.0 HOURS OF OPERATION/NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES

The hours of operation will be twelve hours per day during the hours of 6:00 am to 6:00 pm. It is
estimated that this operation will employ between one and seven people during active mining and
about two to three people for three to five days during final reclamation implementation.

3.10.0 TRANSPORTATION

Transportation to and from the site by maintenance and repair crews will not increase traffic on
Highway 190; however, during construction mining operations, transportation by employees to the
mine site may increase traffic on Highway 190. Transportation of aggregate resources to construction
locations may increase traffic on those roads as well. It is estimated that during construction mining
operations, haul trucks will make approximately fifty round-trips per week. Approximately three to
ten 25-ton belly dump trucks and five to fifteen 10-ton bobtail trucks will be used in this operation.
This may necessitate access road intersection improvement on Highway 190. These possible impacts
are all mining related. Since mining will result in very nearly in the final reclaimed landform and
much of the reclamation will be performed concurrent with mining phases, reclamation activities are
not likely to cause an increase in vehicular traffic on Highway 190.

4.0.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED RECLAMATION

This site will be used by Caltrans intermittently as a source of materials for road maintenance and
construction. Reclamation of the site will be implemented according to the reclamation plan discussed
below.

4.1.0 SUBSEQUESNT USES

The land is zoned by Inyo County as open space (40-acre minimum). According to CDFG and BLM
sources the site is not located within any area designated as critical habitat for any sensitive species.
However, the site does provide general habitat values to various wildlife species and is within the
range of the Chicago Valley wild horse and burro herd management area. The site is also within the
range of the Mojave population of the desert tortoise, at the northern end of the Eastern Mojave
Recovery Unit, but is not within any designated proposed Desert Wildlife Management Area (USFWS
1993). The site will be reclaimed to open space and wildlife habitat, which will leave the site in a
productive end use that is readily adaptable to alternative end uses.

4.2.0 IMPACT ON FUTURE MINING

Reclamation of this site will not preclude mining at a future date. The aggregate resource likely
extends beyond 50 feet deep; mining according to the current mining plan will not have exhausted
on-site mineral resources.

4.3.0 RECLAMATION SCHEDULE

Reclamation treatments, such as the grade-stabilization structures, drainage ditches, and material
berms, will be installed as mining proceeds. Reclamation treatments such as resoiling, using topsoil
and amended waste fines, and revegetation will be initiated when final slopes are established. Once
reclamation treatments have been implemented, they will be monitored until performance
standards have been met. The monitoring plan is designed to evaluate site-specific criteria for slope
stability, erosion and sediment control, and resoiling and revegetation.
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4.4.0 POST-MINING ACTIVITIES AND SITE CONFIGURATION

Map Sheet 3 depicts the post-mining activities and reclaimed topography of the mined area. The
final site configuration will be a 30-foot deep excavation with 3:1 (H:V) side slopes. The surface of
the mine operations area and access roads (7.2 acres on-site and 0.2 acres off-site; 7.4 acres total)
will be 1) decompacted, 2) resoiled using stockpiled topsoil and on-site waste fines, and 3)
revegetated.

4.4.1 Slope Stability

Pit slopes for the mining phase and the final reclaimed site will not be steeper than 3:1 (H: V).
The roadcut for the access road, that has a slope of 2: 1 (H: V), will also remain but is not
considered a major slope. The angle pf repose for loose sediments on the site is approximately
32°. This angle can be considered to be representative of the angle of internal friction of the
native slope material. Thus, pit slopes will be stable at the proposed angle under static
conditions. Any slope failures that may occur would be retained within the pit.

4.4.2 Final Drainage Plan and Impoundments

Map Sheet 3 details the final drainage plan of the reclaimed site. The excavated pit will serve as
sediment basin/trap for eroded sediment coming from upslope of the pit, and from within the
pit itself. The grade-stabilization structures, drainage ditches, and material berm will not be
maintained after final reclamation has been completed.

4.4.3 Disposal of EQuipment

Any equipment brought onto the site will be removed from the site following termination of
mining activity. No equipment will be stored permanently on-site. At final reclamation, there will
be no equipment remaining on the mined site.

4.5.0 RESOILING

The native soil of this site is a poorly graded sand with gravel derived from the sedimentary and
metasedimentary rock units found upslope. A native soil contains native seeds and soil
microorganisms, and therefore, is preferred for site reclamation. The topsoil will be defined as the
upper six inches of the substrate on the site. Topsoil will be salvaged prior to mining any area of the
site. The topsoil will be placed in designated stockpiles within the western buffer zone.

Native surface materials will be kept separate from the processing fines. Processing fines will be
placed in the stockpile area delineated on the site plans, and may be respread prior to (and beneath)
topsoil application. Prior to spreading the topsoil, all compacted areas will be decompacted (ripped
or disced) to facilitate root growth. The topsoil that was salvaged will be respread to a depth of six
inches in all areas of the pit, inclusive of slopes outside drainage structures. The woody debris less
than 0.5 feet, if stockpiled separately, will be distributed over the site in a random manner following
the topsoil application. The large amount of coarse material (gravel) in the native topsoil will also
serve as a gravel mulch, thereby armoring the revegetated site.
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4.5.1 Mulches

Since the native coarse-grained topsoil will be used to resoil this site, a gravel mulch will not
need to be added. The coarse fraction of the native soil will act as a protective lag layer, thereby
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guarding against wind and water erosion.

4.6.0 REVEGETATION

Revegetation will strive to achieve visual integration with the vegetation surrounding the site.
Establishment of vegetation in the borrow pit area will provide some erosion control for the site,

while creating cover and forage for wildlife.

4.6.1 Seedbed Preparation

After decompacting the growth medium, the area will be roughed to form a variety of
microsites; this can be accomplished by "track walking" or imprinting the site. The growth

medium will be prepared to provide a firm, but not overly compacted, bed.

Table 4.6-1: Proposed Seed Mix

Scientific Name

Common Name

PLS Ibs/ acre

Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush 5
Ambrosia salsola Cheesebush 3
Ambrosia dumosa Burroweed 3

Bebbia juncea Sweetbush 1
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Table 4.10-1: Remedial Measures

Feature

Objective

Monitoring Frequency

Findings

Action

Wind Erosion

Soil stabilized, no nuisance
dust from site

Continuously during mining and
reclamation implementation; annually
following reclamation.

Soil drifts found behind plants and
rises, blowing dust.

Consider additional soil
stabilization, i.e., rock mulching
and revegetation.

Water Erosion

Soil stabilized, no evidence
of rilling or gullying.

After first major storm event (>0.5
inch rain in a 24-hour period)
following construction; once a year
during annual monitoring of
reclamation.

Rilling, gullying, erosion, or evidence
of washouts or erosion in
established drainage wavs.

Repair area, consider additional
stabilization (waterbars, berms,
diversion channels, rock lining,

or mulches).

Slope Stability

No evidence of slope
failures,

Monitor continuously during mining
operations; and annually during
reclamation.

Slope failures, slumping.

Reconstruct slope, lessen angle
of slope, and implement erosion
control measures.

Invasion by Russian
thistle or other
invasive species

No interference with
establishment of native
vegetation.

Once per year, note areas of
infestation of Russian Thistle or other
species.

Infestation of exotics interfering with
establishment of native vegetation.

Apply weed eradication
measures: hand-pulling, hand-
cutting, and possibly hand-
applied herbicide.

Revegetation Perennial cover averages Annually following implementation. <10 percent perennial cover, signs of | Consider fertilizing and irrigating
10 percent. drought stress; signs of herbivory individual plants; analyze soil for
that may significantly affect problems; analyze for pest
outcome. problems
Resoiling Decompacted native soils Monitor during implementation. Fines absent from substrate surface (consider fencing individual

respread to a depth of 6
inches.

of a compacted substrate.

plants that volunteered).
Respread additional topsoil; rip
or disc site to alleviate
compaction.
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4.6.2 Plant Materials and Planting Densities

Many plant species are comprised of local ecotypes that are highly adapted to- local climate and
edaphic conditions (Plummer et al. 1955, 1968). The plants that will have the best chance of
survival on a site are those ecotypes that are growing on (or near) the site (Millar and Libby
1989). The use of nonlocal plant materials can result in the application of a poorly adapted
ecotype, as well as the potential genetic contamination of the local ecotype through
interbreeding with the introduced ecotype. The results of interbreeding between nonlocal and
wild local native stock can be adverse and permanent.

The best policy is to collect plant materials from on or near the site. Therefore, plant materials
for each of the designated species should be obtained from the same region as the mine site.
For the purposes of MS #286A, the collection region will be defined as Mojave Creosote Bush
Scrub vegetation that occurs between 1,500 and 3,500 feet- elevation, east of the Funeral
Mountains and the Green water Range, and within a 20-mile radius of MS #286A.

4.6.3 Irrigation

Irrigation would only serve to aid the growth of invasive exotics and therefore is not
recommended for this site.

4.6.4 Plant Eradication Measures

Plant eradication will not be necessary unless the presence of Russian thistle, or other invasive
exotics, on the site becomes a limiting factor in the reestablishment of native vegetation.
Remediation for invasive exotic species is discussed in Table 4.10-1.

4.7.0 EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL

Erosion and sediment control will be achieved by implementation of the previously described
drainage and revegetation plans. Diversion of the drainage to the east of the mining and operations
areas will limit the amount of flood waters entering these areas. Resoiling and revegetation will be
performed according to the revegetation plan and will aid in reducing erosion.

4.8.0 PUBLIC SAFETY

The configuration of the mined lands, will not pose a hazard to the public. No hazardous materials
will be stored on-site. In addition, the boulders at the access point to the site will help prevent
uncontrolled access.

4.9.0 PERFORMANCE STANDARD

The following discussion sets forth minimum site criteria, or performance standards, for the various
aspects of site reclamation. Monitoring of reclamation performance standards will be agreed upon
by Caltrans, BLM, and Inyo County.

4.9.1 Erosion and Sediment Control

Erosion and sediment control monitoring will be completed at the same time and frequency that
the used to vegetation monitoring is done. The drainage ditches and swale will be inspected
following the season's first major storm event or at a minimum of annually. These structures will
be cleaned out as needed to maintain a clear flow path for flood waters. The results will be to
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identify areas of potential failures and to trigger the implementation of remedial measures
before problem areas cause widespread failures. Any observable reason for failure will be noted
and the appropriate remedial measure suggested as part of the annual monitoring report.

4.9.2 Slope Stability

No large man-made slope within the pit shall be steeper than 3:1 (H:V), which has been
determined to exceed the slope stability standard for this material for all except the most severe
earthquake events.

4.9.3 Revegetation

The following performance standards will be applied to the site. Undisturbed, site indigenous
woody perennial cover was estimated at 30 percent. Reclamation will achieve a minimum of 20
percent coverage and 20 percent density of surrounding undisturbed land, and a perennial
species richness of 50 percent of surrounding undisturbed land. Areas found to be below these
standards will be evaluated as set forth in the Remedial Measures Plan.

4.10.0 MAINTENANCE, MONITORING, AND REMEDIAL MEASURES

Site maintenance and monitoring will continue until Inyo County deems reclamation complete.

4.10.1 Erosion and Sediment Control

All erosion and sediment control structures will be maintained and monitored annually for as
long as mining and reclamation continues. This shall be done to ensure that the failure of one or
more structures does not apply additional and unplanned stress on other structures.

If infilling or failure of a structure occurs, steps to repair the original structure will be taken.
Infilled structures shall be cleaned out without causing damage.

4.10.2 Slope Stability

All slopes will be assessed, on a form such as the one supplied in Appendix B, during annual
monitoring to ensure that they are stable. If excess slope erosion is observed, or failures noted,
as discussed in the performance standards section, the appropriate remedial measures will be
implemented.

4.10.3 Revegetation

Revegetation of the site will be monitored following implementation on each phase. Monitoring
activities will take place during the peak flowering season, approximately mid-February through

April. Once the monitoring date is set following these initial reclamation activities, monitoring of
the site during the later years will occur within two weeks of that original date. This scheme will

assure that the data will be comparable over time.

Revegetation monitoring will consist of visual assessments and recording the progress of
reclamation with photographs. The species composition, shrub cover, -and shrub density will be
recorded on a form (an example is included in Appendix B). If it appears that the site will not
meet the performance standards set forth, then the investigator shall suggest remedial
measures. Appropriate remedial measures are listed in Table 4.10-1.

29



Attachment C

4.10.4 Other Species

If Russian thistle invades revegetated areas to the point that it is impacting the germination
and/or growth of desired species, then this invasive exotic will be manually removed from the
site as a remedial measure as detailed in Table 4.10-1.

4.11.0 REPORTING

Once the reclamation activities have been completed, monitoring activities will commence and will
continue until the County is satisfied that performance standards have been met. Reporting of the
progress of reclamation will be transmitted to Inyo County on an annual basis. This annual report
will, at a minimum, consist of the name and credentials of the investigator(s), a summary of the work
accomplished, the date of the visit(s), the methods and materials used, the data collected, an
analysis of the data and performance standards, and any suggested remedial measures.

5.0.0 COST OF RECLAMATION

A reclamation cost estimate is provided in Appendix A.

6.0.0 APPLICANT STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

An Applicant Statement of Responsibility can be found on Page 2 of Appendix A-1.
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